
--------------------------------~·-----~----MY~:~~~---------------------------------

A NC \ VA STE 
o ·uMPING 

NE\VSLETTER 
• g FE& 

no . 
r oa f.2. 

J 

~-----------------------~~- ~---------------------
fO~ CoN T~ \ l:,tJIIOIVS FOA. 

f&r lir R-1~ 

NEWSLETTER ADDP.ESS a 22 CRIFFSI, AVENm; , LGNDON SW2. 01 - 671-6169 

This nev1sletter is late- I 1n. sor r y , it 1 s the first one I've 
done , and has co- incided with me moving and s t arting a new j ob. I'll 
t ry to do better next time . 

It v:oulci hel:r: tho .• f h, i f I Lnd a slightly clearer idea 
of where the ANC Vlaste Dtunr,ir:g Group, and thus the newslet"ter , axe 
to go next. On t he f ollo·winf page I St1t;CtHrt t hat intermediate 
level waste ctisposal ( and sea durr.pit. g in r articul ar) sho""Jlci. be 
our priority, toget ber '1ith an at tenpt t o cau:::~c government to -
produce a s en_siblc v1aste policy. Pcrhr~ps, t hou t:h, the groups 
and i ndivi dual s involved in what has proved to be a :ruCCt:!SSful 

campai gn will v1ish to move onto othe!' issue.., m: take a well 
earned breath~r . I hope not , because the rrobltlm won ' t eo away, 
and without critical J-re::;su:re being aH lied, t-. e c;ovcrnn;tent will feel 
free to act behind closed d,)ors. 'rhe ceologica l brceholes 
p:rograr.:r.te wa "' the· product of j u ::;t suctJ ctecisio:n r:~u"king : I fear 
than an increase i rl t he anonnt dLli~r~d at scu ; ill l.;e next on the 
cards. Are we to sit bacY. and watch • • • • ? I leose cont:ribute your 
t ho ght s for t he next newsletter. 

I:fany thanks to Louise Flo·.•:e:r for aL ci· ·.; he p:revi c".rs 
luck in future ventures. 



\ :e 1v·.:. .' l'li . : . .,:· I'm 0u.:r.:e every:)ody 1-:nov:s, en 16th December, Tom Kipg made 
~. ~ ~t.\Sn ... < ·en ·: tz l::~~f cf t~1e !!Ovennnent , in v:bich they formally al;ando.ned :t.be 
•:c . ~ ( .. .,..;:- :;'!~oi, r..:r.-.h·. 0 ~ :for high-le~el v1aste disposal in favour of above- grou..")d · 
d ·- -~ 9 fo:c ~0 ·:Yea:r~. or Bo . .Just w!lat we've beep arguing for. BUT THIS IS 
t,:: ... · ·~i£ ·Elm , b;y ai·. ~· ms :>n :; . 

'l'hrc~~ -r.ointB 5.r. fii's sta t ement bear close exmaination , because of 
t. :. "11:1 j ,.~; ~·~ ,;.;., t:i of; £·. veJmment thi:1kine • 

. t- .:.._(,::::i:q ..:. ,:; · 0elx![. giv·en to ·the et-rly disposal of intermediate and low­
i.<u-::1 ·:T: ···:;~, s. ::A.tmJ.<i ll€ a t sea, bu::dal at Drige and storaee are currently the 
~ .. .~- ! :ion~ ; f'>::: -~ ::e r.l~.!.-? act i ve end of this spectrum, Local Authority tips are 
.;s.:·l f0:::. ·~ r:l-. :r.e.:w:: . :r~t bo,xes have bt1en d.rilleq· at Harwell t41 inve>S.tigate a 6:.: .,_-ta t.)i l hy of t he, J.ocal c :::ay for:: t, h~ bur,iai or: in";e:rmediate level wa,ste, 
·:i·.;.t: tli<:! scale of' the.> J.!X ..:>blo/!1 i~.~i~g th~ indus.try is ::ru~h t hat · t his is not 
'!. ·U; el:t· t c t~ tilE~ only site conside:red. At t he :noment a number of 1iagnox . station 
-~ .. ,,: e:! ~~ ;~£~ 'b0::<L SP. o f · c:rack~: in cooling circuits. Berkeley,in r..arti~lar, may 
; ;.'!Y•.:l :r l; .. ~- Ol:(!l~ . Con.s.:.d.e · ab:.0 qu.aJJt it·l.es of cor.taminated concrete and steei · 
,.,.,;.~.l a :t·.lfe- ·d t . · eac-h r e .=tct Y~: decommiss,i'oned , ·whatever process ·is u.sect, Simi­
: .-~· ·ly 1 -~ ( ,,; ·r.t:c:). ea~ sv.or_1a:::ir• :! flee~ is ·on its 'l?·st legs (HMS .D:r:eaCU'lought, the 
~ J:· st, b i11 (~!Pth':l:ll ,~.O'-~<s ..1v::1i tine a decision a1;oa t when to sc:ra:p it), and 
rmcn t :·.cy :;:re d isrn~ntle..t yd !:lo~e radioactive steel will .become- twa-st&·'; 'Pne 
; .l.d.J~~JW -l:~Joi.lt.i. tt;"' of ·o:0. s en :.oc.h and ),roctuction f acilities for nuclear weapons 
(~~c. \":hcvali·.le ::: :' 1 1 000r~) wi.1_i cene.ra".;e mort:~ 'I"Jas:te J fungeness 3 aod .Haz:tle-RQol 
\G!i::; (;c:;:.i.r.v_; . otJ ~t-3;1~:;1m ( we~).. , .. uuybe 1) will gEmerate· yet mo~e , ·ana so on. The 
::i ::n.:osa'l' of i~tc:::•·1t:~iate l eve l waste was i dentified in an authorative report 
f :r::J':l ~;he DcE ±u 1979 as "tll0 nain ·probl em remaining to be solved" because 
"t 'wxa is C'.:.:r::.·-:mtly no sui1.1 a :)le v:ay o:f diSlX>Sing o~ them". 

Althcu6'h l~s.s :r1lt1i::acti ve , and not heat generating, t he vast bull< 
~ :3, y , 4Q~ ~- ')O~·(;UJ!:l~ \·at :·the . fii :)!'n~~1·t). and diverse nat'...Li'e of this waste · indicate·s 
-:,1,1 ~ 5<-n'Y ~;>tion · ;-;i.l'. be bot f..._costly and environmentally . doubt-ful . It seems 
~ i~.ely t }K ~. a ny c. -·~"'mpt. to fo:rce a land-ba::~eu buri al site on a local community 
.;•J' t.d be ::-t J:Q't'l!}l y ~esistec~ :, d:ich l~aves sea disr osol as the obvious option. 
J. . l" ~ hov;e:vP . .: 1 has f! rousatl ~lnte~national opr:oaition. High;-level was,te dispot~al 
:.;a ; a \.(!~' 1.0il t o:t. attack fr-:·:n the apti-nucl ear movement·, but the industry has 
·-.y ... h~ .•. t!J~J.f t±me ·D'J' .de:forri ng the d,isposal decisicm to our grandchildren • 
• : 1, 3:.~. ot, ·!it;•yev<~r , de'i'er .:"he' a eci.sion a·b_p. ..:.t ;Ultermeo.iate level waste, the . 

;;, · rr.~·; :~ic 'tm ~16 -··lJ: l s too great. Governmen-t/industry h~ve to act, and have 
• :· .c 'i soon .. r·ut' Gl'1~y cl on 1 t k~ov1 v1hat to do. Natio~al . finapcial . constraints 
:. :.... el,>'t t i:.:E~ t L'or n E:rs will ·oe ct1t, I . .ar~icularly if the pressure is taken off 
': \' '. ly:;: · t:>:rt:L ~ , !d,lear and environmental movements . 

I i\o n· ~.::al'Ch :!.3 to• qoninue ,i.nt!> the disposal 01" high-level waste at sea. This 
~ a ·.r.e1 by .i!J t;e .·.natio)..1 ~~1 tJ:teaty at t be moment, but clearly. the 'out of sight~ 

. .. o_· !:dr.d 1noi:.i.ons. il~plicit _in u~ing t he s ea as a dustbin have att~actions to 
1 · 1~ · i ~:· c Li ::--i o;J con~ious poli tians and. indust:L\y. A research ship is investig­
:.L: , f. e_t'f;!~: ::!., ... :_ cc.nc:iit.Lons off We st Africa at the moment, although no serious· 
·-' ' '}; ~a:ron i.a s b0r·.• done at th~ s.ite u sect !or indermediate level V{aste in t he 
'.~:: ( J~tic.; . 

" ..: 'l'!'>; z, t;1e : .(!y r1ord .in t::- 8 prevailing ideology remains 'disposal' , ·. with ull 
•
1' 18 \-. _;_;; i rr.1:l ies in :~e:U!lS of :t:e-!,rievabilit y, '!llO!'litoring and long- term dangers. 
'' ·\ i7hi ~e :--, !}:-<! ::' wiE M ptbli::!1eu in due course to set out :L"l ... more detail t he current 
p ·· •"J.:d .. :.it-> ::: a::s '\ !~ se .. ~ th~m11 • 1 ltc time to i...'tlfluence the thinking behind the ... 
:·: . .:'.~e _ c..p:, ~ u; l k.:..f? o::c, t: .. t! th~'l: t hc :1·-after , its rublication. Both the Rdaioact­
.! . .>t. Wt..:; ~;~ 8i ~· ( •. :";0:r3 ·~ C:J '<.f the DoE and t hose at .t h8 AEA concerned with waste are 

' H:.ne:r..-..1::1 ~ "'t r::t~~cnt , aft e r S€.e ing yaars o. -r1ork ana public r e l ations t:Jffo:rt 
<tbroil.o.r· '-' -:'.: ·..:~16 now ~(::-ens th!! most important time to prt:tasure their thinking 
t· :··-2·:,· ~·:.·.:'Gl c .. 1':"pu-:.:::.rJc• o '!' w9ste whi'. s~ continnine to c:re,at more , t owaras ad.mitt­
!11.2 n:, ·: =-:~.c..;~ r tu.g t ·wt ·~he ,;r•ro'.>l~m il) in~:~oluble , that .fu~ure waste arisings 
·-~~ .. :t~'; b:: r.:J .•• i mii'"1<1 l ·y c.l:lc.ndoni!1g nuclear power, and that existing wastes 
::·t::qtJ.i x j :rt '.;l'd-.~e ' L"1 0·.aa.ineered ·facilit i es . 



~~Tha Gova1.•rnnent has bean r ov1ewping the rese&l"Ch progr&rllll8 am this review 
.1'~~· hi~"h.lighted the fa.et that, the longer such waste is stored, thl more safely 
.t'.:. co'Jld be eventually buried, because theN l<'OUld then be lees heat to dissipate. 
l''or this reason the Rladioactive Waste Manage.-:nt Advie0J7 Corllllittee reco,_nded 
t n their Seocro Rsport ~bliehed earlier this year, that eerious ooneiderati-m 
t.h':i:l~c! be gi-.rcn to the desirability of storing high-level waste at the euztfaoe 
:i.n r,c;l!.d fOR'! fo~ A period or so years an:l possibly JlllCh longer. At the end or 
t.h~t PGriod n deoision would be needed whether to oontirale to etoro it, or buey 
1'(:. de~p ur.c~:n-gi'OUrrl , · or t o use om of the other mthods (empla.ce•nt on or under 
t he ct!~an bod) current.ly under investigation. 

"IThe Gevcr:n.~nt have now r&Viewed the geological element in the reeearoh 
p:·ogratmri0 ·rot-· high-level waste in the light of that advice (ad) the oo~lu1ione 
,..J.::-e: .?U:ly roc.~Md &bout gemral fC\a.sib111ty. · 

11Tm GovG!'l'll"ttnt has ooon keeping umer rwiew the options tor higb-le.el 
,mrjt·~e and in particult~r has been NN"1En~ri.ng the progress in 'ott.r countries as 
rv-r:.11,., Th:3 considerable level of research work already ooJIIP].et.d rel.&tee in · 
r~:.,.t1.cula!' to too factors 1nvolv~ in the emplaco•nt •t hic .. lwel -· 
desp U;!dol•g:round. The Gavel'1"!m9nt's objective has been to establish in prinoi:ple 
t~:;. f~~r.:lbil:l.ty of that potential m!thod Qf disposal arx! 7aow believes that in 
~~~ 1J .. ght ef its review of progress of work cwerseae that this 1s now eetabliebld 
in r..~·1.n.-,ipl.o , t.url nothing has emerged to irdio,!!t& that it. vould be unaccept,able. 

· rlfhfi)y h~·.re decided that this po.rt of the prograMII!B ' should now be reoriented 
~~~ confi!"Trl:ng tha appli cability to the UK of the timings tl'oJil res .. roh in other 
oo-;.!·,{:.Jri os. For. the time being this w1ll bs dom by means or deak 8tud1ee, labora­
'~ory· t-I"Ork · am the use or. data alr&ady avillablo. Exploratory d.rW.1ng wUl' not be 

~ .... ~ f er t~·.i:s ;x.1.A':;~::"': ~ ~~ C:<ern7"""'~ ~~1'.. lO<!k t..o tt. ~1oeot1Ye Waete 
Man!tP"':' ·· ·~:- ~ : ~. :~clidaor7 Corr.::dt t0o for tldv'1ce on t he 1ntezoprotation .m: iaplications 
'J ~ • · ·: "'tl:'rl'2d out in other oountriee, as well as on other upects. 

'~/l ~iP?."?pria.t~ provis ion will be rnl.de for the eurtaoe •torap o~ vitrified 
;&~t-t·· .. l1'l vio't.T of th~ lengthened tiiTreecale and the plans to c~ruot disposal 
i'..:.r.tl15. ~ ~~f\ in other countries, it is not ~ intended to oon1truct a deS)natration 
I:s·~~:ti. i:.y .. ,f~~. ~m~rground disposal in the· UK. Instead ~ Ul· v1U toll~ cl~eel.7 
r-t~:.:::.c. 3 · ir.::.re~'-ng under~nd ·f~111 ties 1n Sweden, Canada &f-11· the ·USA tOP: 
:·~~:::t~ , i n B2l giu.m for clay, .&M in the USA am.·~· fOP ealt. . 

?:Th:> r.~o1•ientation or the rosee.roh progrart1!8 does not •an that turtbar 
!' ·.,·1.c!. : cr..l f ieldwork ~d not be useful, am indeed J'O.Ss1b17 ft1Ce88&ry tor 
c~ .r-··_r;:, .:;n;: that . nW.y have to be taken at some tuture date or it aey UMXJ*)t.d 
t~ .f·~ ~., , ,~ ~,y oocam apparEtnt ewer storage, but it does not lwte &IV' prennt. 
~· ~ .: ':.:"., T\"tl) ~diate ortect ot th1e decision is t.hat t,be ·appeal• ·fOP p1.anniJ1g 
; :. · ··. ~' "" foro drilling 1n the Cheviots will be disnd.seed &ft:l . thl otbar pendirtg 

.;..;.p:..:.:-."1; $;-. .d pl &nning e~plicat1ons will be withdrawn. 
· ~ r·:-. "'il l TY->W b0 possibl" to concentrate the f'1ll pri.orl.ty on the co~tinuing 

.• • ; .. · "-:;il .. l 'l-1 ... i:~ml~:~mentati.on in ensu~ing the safe and acceptable eto'f'age or wastes • 
. •• • · • .:.<£~:~» ti,- priority will be -.i\ren t.6. rnal<ing progress towards the early die-

.... 6&1 or those was~~a with • lower ~ -r~l of' radioACt~yity for which there ii)J no 
~.~r.n~.ctJ.l adva .... 'Gagu i n dol ar-"C diapoa .. ~ . ResGaroh wi.ll also continue i~to tlw . 
f a:t.sibili't.y of the ocea2;1 disP< ~ ol)tiont .'r('l~ hi~h-levGl waste. which have not yet 
"x>en estP...:llisht'ld. 11. ',./h.i,te Papar

1 
·~.;:~ \1. be p;.. . · ' .·.h:?"'i' ~ .n due course to set out in mo~ 

~:.)tail t ha onrrent prio!""itie~ a s · w~ ~-.. them. ·· 



Underground waste storage tests cancelled 
,,NANCIAl TtME~ ·~E~O_RTE" . pr· i :=r;, 1. ., i> 

1 
. 

IIH 11' t\IX \\'IJ.L nu1 c.1rn· out ~lr;tJl\dotlt'. plo~lllllft_ ~1'1 ';. ~~~ l'.lrrf•!l •lwltt:hl . :\ ric·•·•'tnn 1\tnr··~t·~lt> ;mrl thr 'rt:'"s to c·rm. 
11'~1~ nn slortnJ; r.1d tna'i.'IH'l' ~~lit· ~J•P''' .tl h•n• iur .:•:- d.,.~u·.tl •·••11111 :1 11·n tw tllddr on .t !1t· r11a· ~ 1 ruc·1 rl •~ Jl rh;ll (:o(·tltttrs 10 nn1,.,. 
wal't r undr n:rou ncl. lhr Gn\'C;rn. ~ ~t.d,.':.;·; . tn,· .. httH! : .. ,, .l r•ll11 1 ~ ltlr• uw :h•HI< of clt·l'" ' ·'' t'ntlllll'lt'•;, ' ' · , ~ not now 
1111'11 1 ;~nnounn·rt )'l'~ll•rday.' '" tll ·l>c• v: l thclr.l''' n nr cl tHIII,,..,j ~111 · 1 r• ·"•arrh ,,:,11.1' ~l.lri rn11· ll tlr11rlrol lt• '''""'''111'1 ~ olc·w1111. 
l't•:tJo.lhihtv IS •'lllahhshrd tn Mr l~tn':: ~.llcl , ",.Th•• 1;""'' 1'll • •·•·nlr".tlo·d on unrlr r\:ruuutl eh~· ~•r:~ttnn (.tnlt ly f'•H ll ndt•r::routncl 
fll' llll' lflh' .' ~a s ci ~lr Trrm Km.:: . 1111,111 · h .J~ h,.,.11 n· 1,. \\ lll_ ''"' "'"·'' · )lr 1\ ;n:: ~ .111 1 the· , ; ~~'' ''I'll · ·rltspflsal 111 tht' Ut\," ~\r f\tu~o: 
Enl' tronmcnt ~l t nl~lrr. '" 3 rc• -.·,,r,·h 111:n::r~iim: •• an·J 1111, 111•·111 · 1111\', hi'!,.,., ., tlr.t• Ill llu• s.111l 
Cununnn~ Wflth•n TCIII)' . II'\ I• ' W h.t,· lll :: !~l :?lllo tl Ill'.' I.H' ll:hl uf 11- l rl'l\'"' vf jllll ! .ll'~~ ( 'u(' llllltll'd t.t!l' riTo'tl "''"t lrl 

th.tl th,. lt•~•·r. ~~':l,tc· l!i ,,11n•cl, u( wntl . .,,,.,,,. ' ' l ht ~ '~ :; .. ~ lw th.ot .1Jip•·d!, tu:· 111.111n1n:: J'll'l'· 
Thr drc·l'linn i ~ bast•rt partly lltt• mun· [,,,~ ,. 1 .., 11 c·u t~ lo l tw ,.,t..ult-ltc•ol 111 fll'• lh' tpk .11111. nn,,w n l<t r •ll'fl :t n:; 1n 1111· 

on a <iu\·rrnmcnt rnmsntll,..,. ' n ,., ,, .. 11 11 r t 1 1 t'l 11 1 .. t•l't•ntuall.'· hun•·!l. h.c•t·.:: ll" llwro• ' ' 1 1 ~ ·'' " 1 ,. ·:· · '1 11'' t W\' 1111 ~ \'''" • or "'''"'''rol rrport Whtch rt'CClnllll (•n c!nl SlUr· • c· tl · 111 I 11 • •tl" I •· 110 ~ I · I Il l ,. I 1\fllll ol lt r k-~ ht•,tl . tu ii~·'• r :ott•. " · 1 . .. " '' "• ' ' .,. • I'' ' ' 'JI :uot • , '"f '·alii' fl'31111 11~ wllh· 
1n s: wastl' nn 1 h t' snrf:wr fnr ,t·hh• ,Jr~wu . 
SU )'r ar~ or mfln • ancl partly nn Tl·•· H:ar1sn.wtnr ·{,·· .,,tr ,.~i.•n· lio-w.11 1'11 '"'ulrl •H•w ,·.n~rh tn HI""'.Ht·h wo11 lri •·ont1nut' 11110 
thr fa,·t that fhe ••t hrr ('oun· ~J:t'llli'lll :\oll' l,un· Crtllllllllh•t• ,.,,u fiHlllll!! 11t.1t ,1<:!\rlui t;:. '" ' "" ''''P'"·,, · n( ~~~~''"~ wtth 
trll'~ are alrratl~ rarrysru: out ~clnwri r arlll' r rh~> ~·· ar 11\:it ,S\\(t•ll•:n. t:.111~l a. ~•·•· IJ S. Bl' l lllW<'I'· f••"·l r .tcllnarttvl •~-. ,111rl 
t•·~•~ r,f un rt""!:''"llnd ~l ur;n:t•. thr cJ"slrah.tiJtl' nf ~lu nuL: ht::ll· ;:a,'! " ' ·•J•rl '-•'!'many. wlluld J lll•ly ~Pa .twd cr 1spr"·'l. .-\ \\'h tlt· l':~rwr 
:'>t inistcrs Will lllOIIIIOr lhr~l· lt l' <'l 1\:t,l<' Ill 'soltrl form fur .lt'l ,to tit.•· v i\. wnu lrf h r- llltll!l~ill!t l ) l':ll r.,: lllll 
te~ t,, )'C•<Irs u r 11111r11 ~hould he ~1\' \'n "Jt\ .VI eW o! the lt'n):t hnlr<l prlt~l'lllr~ 

. 

GoVernment halts nuclear waste t~ 
r;. 'fiJftrfJt··· 

By Pct<'r HrliierlngtO.QI search fro.Jil olher EEC COUll• ThC' Scottish Campaign to Rr· I ll . llkcly dumpiog ground. 
Aritl.!nui!Jcar grof:ps '1li$l ltli'R. sist the Atomic Menace ,;aid Prntcst grourts - i'andora 

night clain\e<t '11 vi~(tli'y. ~.\:er 'fh'e co·vcrrtmr:nt decision 1a the n~wR provldl'd a .rare u· (P.cople Agamst N u c 1 ea r 
t he Gov~rmnenJ· ·folle~.ii1R au \i!is~d on advice from the ample of <.iovcmml•nt ,;cnsltl· Dumping On Rural Art>a~ ) and 
unexpected dccl~lon to sl•eh·c lt,\;dJ~c.tive Waste Management vlty to the opinions of Jocal Mndryn t a Wcl!\h' name for a 
plan~ for 8t'Oiogical tcl>lS in Advisory Commtltee, which re- people. cunning fox) .- opposed U• 
about 20 areas. commended storing WMte on AlPs from all parties wel· J.loration. · 

1\t!empts to pursut> te~t drill· the surface !or 50 years ur romed the decision and lwo Farmers . r efused to allow 
ing to find underground ~tore! more. South·Wt!tt S cot I a n d Tory actcnt!st..\ on. to their land. De­
foe: radio:al11vc waste in a reas Mr King said this adv1ce membl'n-Sir Ht>ctor Munro monstrators led by the Arch 
from North um herland 10 Wor· hi,:hllihted the fact that the and Mr Jan Lang- said the Druid or Wales pitketeil 
t·ester~hlre have been dropprd lon&er wute is 'stor~ on thf' drilling appl ication had been oftices at Aberystwyth and &eo­
by Mr Tom King, bocal Gov· surface the more safely lt can premature and quite unneces- logists' cars were boxed In b7 
ernment Minister. be eventu11lly buried. This ~~ aary. A five-week public m· farm vl.'h icle~o 

He announced yes terday that because there would be less quiry was held into tile On St David's Day this year. 
plannlnl't appl'als brought by heat to dissipate. proposal for 3'2 test bore holes 2.000 people invaded a Fores­
the Atomic Energy Authority Friends of the Earth act!· on Mullwharrher Hill, In 111e try Commission plantation near 
against councils in Ayrshire vlsts In Scotland, where prot.e• Ayrshire constituency of Mr Corris to protest aeains t propo. 
and Northumberland would be tel'll 1ucceeded in uaiUbl all George Younger, the Scottish aals to drill test bore hot". 
dismissed and applications for political parties aplnJt 1 ~st Sl!(retary. He stroncly op()osed 
teologlcal tests withdrawn. drillinr application In Ayr. the proJect when an opposition 
Drilling proposals also ran into shire, described Ule decision ae MP. 
objections in · Galloway, Wales, their "greatest ever victory." Welllh antt·nuctear cam· 
Glouct!stershlre and Hereford· They added la a atatement : pal10ers have b~n flghtln& Cot 
Worceatersh lre. .. The principle ha betrt estab- two yea"' to prevent tests tn 

Mr King maintained that the llshed that nuclear waste is de- the Dyfl Forest on the 
p rlndpal of storing waste deep trimenta.l to tile countryside Cwynedd·Powys border. The 
undereround 'had bt-en estab- and the Government hu admit· site had been earmarked by 
Jlshed but that the Government tcd that lt cloean't lmcnr what the Government-sponsor~ 
waatecl to consider more r&- Jt i• doinc." Institute of Geological Scien<'es 

'• 
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. i , · n ~ t. 't ~( :o J'"OI'C t hat nuclear wastl~ 

~I 
l • . I 

.ri . .. 
:c 

.. 
•. v 

!. 

·. :1· r .c/!'t:a. ~;·,: •,cya rds. The t<~chnic<: l 
• ~ : : J , • : · : •• 5t:,lif;:l t forward enough, uut 

' " J• ::: ;. S'IP :!>''~at J•uzzli ng manner. Apart 
.:t . b1 ~~ ·: 1. : ;: -:'.(· sr 1:<1'n, when minds turn 
· .tto :;; • •d L" p ;ol'!e a re around to re­
, :.1 \;o:P .... \ .1'~ ! the e:.~ affl~cted by thr dl~ci-

\ • .c ! ·:: · t': : , •• ~ '.'~;· .,,_;d that highly acti\'~ 

.· :. - :- • l ·~~·· ;do m n · Tlt:..i fu el from a n ·actor i.s 
·, •• J :'.:.... ·-·· • _ ; • ... ..,'rr. .. (: !~u~ u:-,~h ~~ fission products f r·otn 
• ;, ~, J. .: '~~. :·.l he ' ·.lt'il·d ' lrl{:(: r~round. Th e iu.d ~ ~~-
1, • , v.1 • .. • .r~i nl a inNI that if it c:an turn the liquids 
i .·· 'r , .... <' • .. 3, 'ik wast•• "~!uld br stor<'d in "engineered 
I ,. .t'• !- ~ • • ··>!1 •, . 'lv :t.n· ·• : .:an large buifc!i ogs ur 

=" . , •• · i.,, , ·i; .. .; :1!.,.:-: ' ;r- ::' t'.1
.': f<'!]llirem~nt is to !"C'· 

. vt· ~ . 1 · :-. .. b• ··o:.l,s t.h.; t·•: ,tt L~1 .L r;Jdioactive d<'<'ti\' of 
~ •. 5' 1 •. : .< , ·u<' '• 'l .. u. ' ~ 'l •<' " 'ttes. Uriti.sh Nu~lcar 

i .c.~ 1 · .. 'L, l·ui :<J i·· .. ,, ·.\ o.~s t<.· solidificat ion pl.:nt, 
l -: ~! . • · ., 1r:r , ' " ( tl ~ . ,,.., .• :- 1rt of its massive £2~00 
r. , ' •r' .t ••·~:. ;, 1. ; t tl1 •. \ ir· ]~(.;'ll~ ··.:prncc~ssing facil ity. 

! · .• -~ J : f:~'''h":r. l . rJ :· r ' ::;<.! came par tly fro rn 
: 1• . . .. ,. : .... , li .• -; . T' -·: · t<' -·<·no d such group~ <Is t!w 

l '' ·~ .. · :•:.,;.1 >ii' Et.·.. :-nh': : .. l Pc,llution (HI:EP ). Jn 
I • ~ : ·11 • :-.··' , twlli•'hl.'' . :n l~l'1J . the BCEP sa id th at 
f , · •. 1. ;.,:r . . / •. c: \ n•.tl.::• j: .... :t t' t(J " !nrgc nuclear powc1· 
~ · t:. ··l' . : " .n.l · ~ '~;t:> h ::·. . ·h:tilonstratctl bcyon.: 
: ·.-... " <' •h ··~ .1•1 I " ' ,, met!1 1 \'\ i!lt.s to ensur1• th<~ saf C' 
•• ·: ~!t! •, '11! .. •:\ ~- _,; :.':tl.~r 1 :JC.J tJdctivc waste forth .. 

••• 1:: • i • •··~ · · 'j I;·• ··.c p ·, : .:pl}rl IHl t he govc:rnm t~nt 
.. ' .. P: fo~ l "'•" •. n.-; .~·i !:ly ':;r J,; !rar waste over· to the 

~·< ,, : · ,• r:~r ,·•n, •tm :.. , unci one of th~ c!~part-
1 • :~t :. fl! ,· ,~~(· v..·1s H ) f·slahti·;J il tr<>olo~ical r~scnrrh 
'rJ 1'-..<:: : .•• , ::•:"l l'lf :•iis work t ia•. Institute of Ccolo::: i­

:·.. - ._\;' I ;c ') ..... s cor. t:lJ is.-' oJwcl, through the N<~turai 
,. •l : . r , · .. ·-; ~.Jrc :t C..o t·. ri~ : NERCJ. to conduct dril l in;:-. 

• .!! -:r· :, l .,.,., k' . " ' . .s:un, t.b ... government di-:;­
. .. . •. • ,..: , ; r ..... ... t.inL fit'• 1·:: sion to drill. 
:·: f,, ~ r ·. ,' :Jrt a ls'> ·H!~ to the formation of the 

·. • i ... . .1;; •· ~ . :tn;•gc :n.!l' t Advisory Committee 
. , ' ' ;/ .. ·' ·, tr Ir·. ·/ Jvt:,r: c<pr(~~sed concern ahout the 
' · · :: l · t· · ! c: ·• .•• ,,• · ;, .~ dilficulty in obtain ing 
•• • I ,• • : • j: • • i0 •• . ~ . ... rcs·s work. Last week's 
r . :. 1 .r: • .1 r · ::-: hi.. • :or.L~: n but j ustifies abandon-

, • r : ... · . ... :.1• J r e.er·cncc !o i\WMAC's sugg~stion . 
· · " · .• .. : i r '!port, tt.~t "serious consideration 

c ~ •'1 
··:: , tt.l: i o •1-Jn ,, oss !oiJi ~y ~hat containment in an 

'• "' . i : .. ~. . :~ ::·>:cc; c:i.l er above ground or suu­
' •- ·c. , I- .c;, t"!.h::c lo::r:_, r:iJ·cu~y .exists, might he the 

:~"· •· >;;, .: clt :>~ ·l!(1;iit i high-level wastes for at 
. ,r· . ·t, •. nu ·ossi l·ly mur~ 'onr~r.r". In the wriltt~n 

, • . t · :.,. . \ :;. -lrnt ~. ·.,;s th<Jt it has been rcvicwinh 
!, ::; , , • .,.;_ . ;;; J 1l • .r' .tctiv.! r·· .t : .•ar waste "and t his re · 

· 't ~ • ,..., j. ;..:t .I ~ :· : f ; et t~rt llw i on(~cr such wi'.lste i> 
' c;1 .n· ·· " ·t;· :. c1 .;,.; <·v:·ntually be buried ly·. 

:o • >. ' .' •. L ; s : •. :.·t l " ... issipatc". Of und ~r· 
1. · .•. '· • • ·- ..., .;· r -· ., ..,:1 ~ :a;~s t hi!t in the light of 

'· '"~ ' ·, .:.-1· .1 ~ ... , b :.·. :·t:t d to indicate that it 
I·..: ~ • ~ r ... •-:·~t:~l ~ · ' . •;: ~· • , .,,_, !li.iVC moved in j ust a 

I ·. , .. n- ' · • :.·: • ~ : .. • :•j, i.· •. -:i ..:h the govcrnmcn:'l' 
J v: -: ~- ·. . ,, n : ,ri :,nct:v . ·~<•s.tc· <l isposal was urr,· 
i . ! .1 .l l-'1 .J ··• ::. ~I (' ' L ~~ •T!' l'i nf:ra ·nme to fill in the 
I ' • i : l, ·• :' • '\ •• , I , : :.• f. • r '!; l . i() ti ',\II>CfC1 WithOUt doing 

Nr::.V $Ct~tJtisf 2..'f/31 ')~gS}t 
a!•yth.:lg, ':here suddenly aren't any gaps . t"'i l 

The irony is that despite these odd goings-on tbe scicn· 
t it1c case il' pretty clear: geological d isposal was never 
rc:.tlly nccC'ssary, and nothing will be lost by halting the 
dr lli ng pro~ramme. In fact, by taking away one focus for 
t h ~ nt:ti-nuclcar movement, th e government may have 
dc nc ~omcthing to damp down the controversy surro~­
in~ nuclear power. However , t he way in which t he latest 
announcement was made can only confuse the issue. In the 
n ~ d cJ r industry the fear is that the anti-nuclear move­
rm:nt will now·attack nuclear power because waste disposa l 
is not r.roved "beyond reasonable doubt" . 

/,s if this confusion were not enough , it seems that the 
Dl"pa :·trnc:lt of the Environment told neither NERC nor t~c 
th , .tmnic EuC'rgy Authority that it planned to aband~n 
tli '~ ,t rilli ng programme, l n that case, who advised tht! 
· ~( vror nuu.•nt ? Last week's announcement promises that 
1;•••r•· wi ll be <1 W~ite Paper on radioactivc·wastc disposal 
"in 0n1· course''. If it wanted to avoid confusion the govern· 
re .mt mif~ht h o:~vc done b<:ltcr to have delayed the decision 
on th~ c~ri.l i: tr, pro~ramme-a definite change of direction, 
if 'l') t <l U·turn- unt il it could publish all of the evidence . 
t\s it is W<' now have Friends of the Ear t h claiming its 
" ~.n:al!'.s t victory ever". Quite how it can be a victory to 
!;w:c I on·ecl Lhc government to abandon an inesse ntial but 
u~-:~u l rcscRt'ch programme that could have helped to pro­
dL.cr. <Jtl rnvirmamentally s uperior waste d isposal system 
i::•1't r kar. The pu blic can be forgiven for being confused 

l l>y t:u·~c· ~.ranr.:c goings on. 0 
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lllQ<lir y <l!:: ··.; patent farce" whirh 
~'1ould m:•. :r be rt!p~;Hed. . 

She ~cclv.d. " The R~pcrter's role 
,y.,s par ticula r ly sordid I!S be 
;< .. c~pled a thoroughly muddled 
rerrvt. He refused to insist on 
ia:dng t ruly c·bjective ~ec:hn ical 
->:.S<:>s;;on to advis~ him on the 
I!Ov~roumer:t.:~! questions which he 
""'IS t~·er~ l<ey factors In this 
(:c.a;..e ... 

T~"- HciJo;ter bad. instead, 
cKCeft<?tl C~lVii'OUnll!nU;} advice 
f.·ol!~ : ·· ~ Nadonai Conserva;1cy 
Cvtl!'h i' w~wm Mn t Miller 
clcs:.:•i tr~d as "a body in which the 
bun•C!":~ rats ov~rrok>d t h::! scien­

for nature 

-.. . h\'' Sizewcl.t inquiry w.i..ll t .1l· ~ ' llH\...e (,e:>cc .J .. ~m.·..r:~ bt ~r!n: Ma l t :Lngs, Sne pe 
in ~ 1' • .. ,U Pte-inq_uir.l l}!od:i.!l~s ~o ir1fc:r:w thE~ 1'.n::,;pe~;to~!.' of v~.ews vn vc~ry 
l.!itp, .~ c, : t <Jsp::~c ts o.f thu L"l qui:t;r w-tl:!.. ·•~ eke 1 :i.:h}>J 011 March ?'J nnd 23 at the 

i::1olt l'l, · • The meehn~s will sreci..fica~ly lvol· l::l i; ' t he gen(:: rol procedu r e t o b e 
ado1 .; ~. f e r t.iie main ~1oarings , ·the s cor-e u:.~ -t!.u evidence likeJ :r ·eo be ro~ired or 
offE" : ~. ar.d. t he av::!ilab:Lli ty of e a •e:rrttl:.l1 .~ lc.~mi~.ni: s and -:>tl ... 1: i.:::l'ol''iJUlt i on 1 • The 
I ns; : . r. wi :d!es to have notice of any oth"-1l.' m,·-!; t e.~ s Gv he .raLiled ( eg equal 
func ~-••, ; • I t' o .i.mpo:rtmr t ·~o :t 9'1':1€il•lbe::c t: iJat 1-1HJ ··:- q'.l i:ry wlll c.:msidc1·, amongst 
oth<. .:: ·i 1 ings , ''the a:r::rangGments f o:r.- wa£>1-c r..;:.~ r.:t', ~!.l e\·"t , in 't t: G: :Li.e,ht of t h e views 
of t :1u au t horisirg de,:_~arttue.ntc:S" . Alt.h,>t.r .\lJ ~hP cm.cer;s aLu;,;:t t ' te "vi e,•' s of the 
at4 tho .. ::1. ; j ,:ng ne; ·Ul'h,u.!~311 v•.i. ll h.;l~ tLn.:~ .. :,( f '3L ·<:·d .:! El 1"-J~t .:, f t, · :: i''vidc:nce 
p:rer;cl1"~.o <.:•d by mony ; r0U}:~· , 5 t r:;ef·1n • ~ ir:nl(lrt a1.t -I,L:•t tt1e :; 1,!' '~7'!-;·:.r , ,11' 1 ocal fevling 
ol;ou t auc l e D.t' \'.(! · ;;(~ O.:l.~ ~ · i6&.1.- flnd ~- &~~ j,~. ,_J: 1 .; ' •i • .~. ·s I<~ :C r.l!1;y 1.\.r i·,' IJ:c nu.clca:r. 
etat i.o:nu .in tho h.gJr ... vi J-'lo""fe~o - .:~he) :l-d 1.>0 r-dA v,•:J:;; clear . :'.'hi cl: i.s t o nay, 
t hat .each ~('l.J.Y' "';: ·· 1(E ·.r.:,:un:i &hx.:J .~. · r::;,.;:;.:..;;r <.':> obj ~·;.'vl' S ll!)YJ . a d. start 
ol &nouxin(! fen~ ~(;(;er; : t0 inf01.t.l<1t. ioJ , -t:;J. !~.;· rl ::: .. r,;: . l(l~:~ ~o~ ~Jj dn·j.ng ho;rcott:i.ng ~-e. 

.Inqui ry wi.!l a1··.) 11(•,•( i .· . .-:'t~i::l c '; ·!; i;. u,,_ ·:.~ H):.'l~·'; t: -f.. i~ t •.\ lA~ notj, c. :- .1 . :l'he 
f.nquiry 3ec:1'C!:3-..:y i s ') ·p H~;.O:)€ 'r r tk<'In i ')!! l I :i:~w·"'~ : G l.!C .. J. ' )•. r-ou.tlt ) Mil l bank , 
London :).'/1 , 



text or' a FRESS Sl'ATEiviEllT i~u.ed by tl,e scor·l'ISH COl':SER.YATI Oi! SOCIETY 
.· · ' 2e. 12, et. 

On Chxistmas l!tve the · SCS :reei~ the .fina l two of~·~~ial'.,~~e,~~ ·O.! t he Mull• 
ware~ .Nu.elear Waste Inquiry. _ 

. Xhe ~D Ilsppr te:r , Mr V:i lliam Campbell , sent hi~ f~nal . ~~p.qt~.,o; ~l'l~~ in it he 
adnqd t he ~:ry oi Stat.e t-e- -GIVE ~anning pe:rm.J.SSJ.on to tlie-"-~1\:· for tea;,!;: 
'Qor i ng , 

The · ~otti'sh OJ'fi.e sent a le·tter arinou.IWing t lle ~~(~isl.-en~. whi.eh 
was to t eje'ct· Mu:: Cam:J>bells advice, and giVing his ieasons •. '!re agr eed ·that the 1l 

envi:ronm.ental dam.aa• . caused by dxil:l.ing in t bis are·a ·woul d b.e · 'til.ndoubted loss of 
amenity anct: 'solitude', and t})a:t t~ J ere are'' no apparent ·aal}Ctiol':\S lihi t h eou.ld give 
the Natute Conservana;r Counei•l (NCC) ~ow.e:i: to make ~e the. envil~onment ·was prot­
ected, ,!Nt he said tha-t beca~se t'Pe: lligh Level Nueleu Waste : Programme· had nO'W 
been cilpnge.d, it was nqt, no:w.'jllst.i!1'iable ~:o all<>w dc)mage 't o t he wilderness • 

. .. .Agad.nst mas~i'Ve1 odc!G .ther.e'!or e the ·Society and -~th~r. ··aa::o~ps made t heir 
eonse:rvation .'e.a.se· ~ . .ick ,. and ·we : ,re~atd the, high :p:dee· T_,ai'd' ~s neeessary. But 
we tiithaxaw noJJe of, 1btlt e:i:it.ialsPt'.of the ~CJ.Ui:ry eystem .and t~1e ad.minist~tora, 

An Ayx. nc)us.ewoi:'!e wlio:: took l art in tbe Inquiry has taken to t .i:Je Q:nbudsman a 
cha:rge of •t1aladininistra t ion ' against t ::e SDD for its handling of t he Inquiry. We 
endorae and supr,ort this move, l'lhich may well have implication~ for other PI 1 s . 

This ki nd of inquiry must never 1te repea-ted. U r1as ~ patent faree. Th:ree 
diff erent govemment policdes on test-bores have appear ed sin•e the :tesea:r~h was 
fi:rst announced· 

The ~pe~te:t~ role nas partieularly sordid. He a~cepted a thoroughly 
muddled " mit, and be :te!used to insist 8n taking truly objective te.ehnieal 
assessor~ to advise him on tl.e environmental que-stions which he saye we:re the key 
factors in thtsc•a~· - Instead he accepted advice on the environment f:tom the NCC­
a body in which the buroauc:rats overruled the seientists who truly • are fo; nature 
eonsc;vDtion . The NCC ' s r efusal to oppose the test bores wos an set of ax~e 
eoware4fe • ·T:he Soe-iety · "'~all~g~d~ _their objectivity ftom the very beginnin~ 
beeause the.y share t he _ ~a~~· ,paymaster· as,.-the ·UK.AE.A llnd the Forestry CcnnmissJ.on, 
who actually sent a vritness to speak 'FOR t l1e UKAEA. It was only by th&s eonspir aey 
of gever~ent.paid offieials that the loeal people's eonservation x • ase eame t t 
be :t:eje·eted .bY.. the Repo:r,ter. . . 

But .. what has haprened t .o. t be ur[;cnt , over-riding 11-!a=J,iional Interest' in ·t.e·st 
bores which .!1-tt. Cam:pbell, the Reporter, thought more imJ,.'Ortail:t than prot ection of. 
the wilderness1 ' I In a few· mo'nths it has ev.::po:ratcd, t aking , :With it the monstrouS: 
plan of Sir Denys VJH ldnson .and. );lichoel Heseltine thot a 1Pilot Repository! rould 
b~ .~~~t by . 1995~ ·The 'whole f ive.year-long construct i on of. governmcnt, ffiCAEA, IGS, 
and EEC · ha-s·;~eoiiups.ed,. t :qkil;lg with it a ve:cy. foolish- looking Reporter a11C! his :mis-
~oncei, v,ed ):n·q~i.ry . · · 

E-ssentially we bei.~~:v~ .~lia~: the 'reorientation ' of" t he High Level Nut:l~?i 
Waste polf9y mi_s mad~ now beGause of. :r:ublic pressuJ;e . .,']he people of SOHl:~pwes* 
Scotl£Jnd were 'flcll informed. and made' t :heir views c1c;ar •. ·In ' t he end the . s~ef-S 
co:unted the :vo:bes and. made·~ .a ~oli.:~ical decision . .. :He has :r.l9}; ruled out' .burial of 
\7f!ste :in grm;ite .. he hlls . simpl,y · delayed ~;e~ea~~? •for pol:itieal convinienee. ·The 
w9-ste ·poy' is ·to be ,s~~~ir.~~ for a l~nger per-iod..': ~J>dve g:rdund,~; It now 1:!Pl ears that 
the. :r~ommepQ.rition of Si:t Pcit;ric:;k l.~QCall , the ·Cha:llmtm :of .. our Peopl es Pl~mning X 
Ioq_,u.iry Commi ssi9n, hns ' 'been n<;J.opt~~ as offici a l govcrnm·eut po).iey l ~~.r Y0unger 
has been clever .•. : He has defended ·the :position of him.sM.:f an~ his colle{lffi,l.es on 
tbi~ is::sue for tbe l'lext elemti?:n .. J3W' he has kept t iJ.e. ~pt;~ons open f(fr ··:·nucJ:~a:r 
scientists apd. p9ll;t';i,p,ian:s ,ip-:-fBe ·~ture . . .. · 

ONE THTIT9' -•-IS NEV7. For us, t here is no return ·t ·o ·he· days of innoc;:ence · and 
ig:q.-o:rnne~.' .We :knorJ how about Nuc lellr V.'aste, about the UitAEA ' s ambition .n'nd. · 
cllr eleesness, and cbout politicians' i r rcs1onsibility- letting the problem ~row 
dai.lY.:. while kec'ping the people in tl)e d.s:rk about the true price rt to be pai'd n ow 
and in the fumure for nucleo:r power nnd nuclenr r!e;;::r.ons • 

. f4-:ftt:·-*>~****·:?*'-**~~*..;.'-:H"*·X-**''t***-X·-l<··*****-K--!t***~H<**-l'·-if-l(·**'*·.;:-;;-~~-::-:l-·ll-**.;(·.V.·*-h"*·ll--JH:- .. ~:- :.:*':. ·*·;:.,~~<-~1.:·-iP.:-X-* . 
# '1· ;. • . ' : . 

·In 1thc -l ast newslet-i;or, a petition nbout French nuclear tests and J·n~rie'se 
.plans· to ~~a];i ._wnstc in the Pacific '.?os re:printed. The Pacifie Concerns Resi)itxcos 
Centre r opGrt• that petitions hnvc bet..n sent in i'xon .3.5 different coun-txid.s . · ·Keep 
send.iilg thor:t in. ·. • • • · 
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surfac.e ~~lrt 
By Al\lleQ1 'flstkr r'!r · 
SC"Ituee C.nurvr Ju t 

B;italn may store 1'.) MttHt 
ouclc:u was.tt ma•.crials on the 
surflce .•L WanW.cale Wltll a 
bet~r ~oolutlvn turns · up, 
acconUn&Jd Mr Tol'll Ktna. the 
envlroDnl nt Mimster rcspon· 
alble tor nucle~r wa~tc man· 
IJemenL 

)lr Kln3 aahJ ycsterua)' th3t 
he bu always held the v1ew 
that ~>iact bigh level nuctc3r 
Wllite - that as the lntcn$e1)' 
udioacuve conccntrlltcs !rom 
nuc:ll'ur fu'l'l rcprocu)ln¥ -
has to be •torcd Cor iorvrral 
)'CUrl before ul~poSal C3R C\, 11 
bt eonkmpJattd 1t flt i&hl hi\ 
bc~t to kfcp it iml~llo i(cly in 
englnettcd atoru on th~ su·r· 
!ace. 

Thla option, ~.:tntly . &i.vrn. 
emphasJr- bY- the ~udear•Waste 
ManaaetDt~ t~ o m, m I t t a e : 
e.halrtd by Sir ·o cnys Wllkln· 
1011. lfl~l'ftltly lay boh lnd the 
Do~ dcclalon .to ·. suspend · thr 
drllllnJ ptOftatinf.e aimed at 
flnrtln« aet'ure unller&rou nd 
di~J)O'al site •. 

The problrlll ot IIU<'il'ar 
WIS\t' IJI~po~:ll, hi:!hllr,IMd In 
the Flowers n r)l) r\ hy llu• 
Ruyat Commis~ion cm Fn,·iron· 
Ul l'. n\1.1 PulluiJOII, prcsc·r.tl pro· 
blents wbJ d , may be 1.1.10iub\e 
:11 the p~!U'n\ ttmt•. 

1\lttt ·,us:h . all sl!nwn In the 
· atc~t l loE rrp;11 \, ·c':'ic ;tr 1'h h:~~ 
~"''" 1 ' epped U.l . • uj)_~ · n tl :tltv 
lunng lhe flli St ·o, r . )'" rrS, the 
" ' M'htu l cli!fic u' t1• ~ Cll long· 
trr.n d isposal ·- tt.". Is 
ma klnt liU~ tn ~:t c v~r J• frinci$ 
or thuusanua ,,r )'t ,' r.l tlw 
ra,lioa<tlrc n.l tt·r al-e cannot. 
t;t'l in :o •:~tt r 'o; ir. 1 · food 
ch:t ins h a' e not llccn 
101\'td. 

Mr 1'11111 ~oai <l y1· te rc'; v tiJ<~l 
nany 1 clt'nttsls h<~ c c:om tdrrcd 
or IC'mt t 1mt t.ra t surf:lco 
torage " 'U . lltl' bt•,t solution 
t the l)rt£t'Ot Sl :t iC O( tcchnoJ· 
·Ry. 1 he propo~a l w'-1;ld ht• 
turagc as c-oolnl 1\Qui.ll .. Cor 
'\' ft'lll )'tars - perhaps a 
l'<'&d t or morr ~ and then 
•trlllcl lion or snmc othe- r Mlli· 
•llcatil n procc~~ which would 
' t'k up the r;ad1oac-uvc mater· 
tls In a • ·ay whrcl mndc •ur· 
l et stongr c:onv,•n,cnt. 

Cold sto~:age · plan 
fo:r atomic waste 
b~ GEOF.FREY. lEAN 

BHITAJN; $ . lri~-thly toxic 
t·ndiuanivc ''a:.l~· mav hi! 
k.: pt ,tbclVt' ~l'll lli HI indl'lill• 
itd:n \ .ays M1 Tom Kint:;, a 
:.l'll ior ,. 11 , . i r u 11 m ,. 11 1 

~li 1ii!\h:r. 
fl l h l' ~U;(jl.l''I IUII 1:. i lllf)(~·· 

llh.'II I Cal it IYili IIIUI k the l'llll\· 
plt·t iun uf un· .s :.llln1sh in~ 
J't:Vl·r~.al ui pu11ry. 

l l11tll l.a~t nwr11h, thl' C•11·· 
l' I' II IIICnt's n1u 111 prufl•"al f ur 
'cl l ~opu~in;,: o f tl11• "·u:ot~·. whil'h 
llllhl IJe k..:pt l'u lo~lctl irom 
.pcuplc fo r. hundred:. u( t lwu· 
,, and,; uf year~. w,,, \Jl hur :v 
it uri\fcr.:rountl 111 ::.pt.~ial 
.tepusjrories . 10 :.l .sh lc :,:eulo· 
~ical furnratilliJs. 

Then ~l r 1\ tnl:. Mr Mit.:bael 
Htsrhint:'s d r:pu1y in ~h11r1e 

...,_- <'~-- /'• c; '") . ·1. lft ( ( f L 
nf en vi 1 clh nH'IIl.tl \'fil:t''l iun, he br~Oll1.;t at hJm;!witnc:: 
"'11111111\Ccd that 1 11· I .... v,•t · He •~ ; ;a~k('tl whtother. 10 
·m tilt "'.I' ,,11.11111nn•u~ i" au ... 'u·w uf 1cicnuf•c: • nc:ert•int1 
6l rununc ul ura l.. it:~: , ,.~, t111lh uhuua th~ so•fNy u( di~Jlf~DI 
t11 tn · tn aiu,t , .rit ,•bf,• tl"l'":< •I ,,j w :ute lllltlc•.: rountl, ;, 
llrt·ll~ 'l'lic im•l· t .unnw 11 ... 1 m :4'lt out ltav(! tn b~ t~r, on 
b t•cu vrgc lrciu:.lv tl l lilll'' .1 lov the: :.ur[3c:e imlcltniu:·ly. 
(' tl\'it Ollll ll•ll t .• cli,a~ ..• 11111 , ,.~i · H\.' r~pli~·s : • I h .l\'1! j)et'· 
\1~•111:. 11f lhl ,111 ,, Wll\.'1 I' th-: Mlll,lf)y f~lt tllilt \\lh otlW;A~S 
1e~ a:. wt'1 , . ptul""l'd. .i IJ<l'-~ibihty,' a1111 adds that 

Jn~H·Jd , lw ~-~ ·~:~,·~u·o l, 1lw i~ mi.:hc. be • tho: n1n~ t M~~·· 
WU)te slwt.ld 1>-· l. c:pl 111 ..;ulu ~chk· thmt tu. tlu ' t'VISII ; af 

~ 1hc1 c <~re 110 pruhlt.nt wtd2 
Shll·agc: o~huvc l:• '''""' lur •!I) 11111l~t~ruund tl i:.I)Q~"I. . . · 
t o I!)() yc .• u ' · 11"· ·•:uwu.lll'l'· ()ue <~ dvatUillt· """Id N 

·m c.n( ddtl(htt:•l ,.1~' II'UIIIIH'II' thilt it would he pu~\ih lt• to 
t11.hsts !•t~t .. }lil y~ J;tt<·u lite' 011111itur . the: \Yihlc .md ll~f 
!luclr.tr nuhhtn. l.c1•1r . jf """)' l1 11111 contact 
· 'Mr K inll'S l:llt''l h o.lllll•., hdl .with t ile publi~· . h1• \ 4id . 
ill del ivered in ·an i'Ht·r·vltw· · Ano:lu~r ''uuld he 1h•H 
wi~h ahc RB.C g ,,diw ' \Vurlu l'l il\ln' .'acuc:rruiun~ n:a.:ht 
l'his Wcckort'u • pru~l ..l llllllC tu """' to rl:'cov.er v.aht.ihle raw 

· ' m.tt,•riah fnHit th •• w:ts t•• . 
Tht~ • . tct·biun h )tnp 

drrlJ!n' Wll'> , ' lllly till' 
:.IIC\l Ill ;a . H•ril·:. of buld 
l'n'· ironmcntOII tl.·c:i~ ions hy 
~l r Kin~. wh~r h;, , htnh up 11 

t t'lllllat ion · J m " r• " borh 
tll ,•i ro iUIIc! nt:~ li~h •rul lltt-i'r 
Uf)(lnnent ~ :t~ a pat:ti~ular)y 
r·c~n lute ~ini'll' l. H" an· 
·ruunrcd las t \'\.''"'' c t'ductinn 
iu. thc i1':ltl C:lll~l'l!'ll uf f)ct rul 

·.rnli Colllllla i ~lll'<l , ucn·"Cullv 
for .1n E EC han on the impo•·t 
rli who~lc a>roduc.r~ 

· Il l' drt·iclcd to " utl drrl!ing 
p.snly for jltll oti•··al a nd 
I'C:tllllt llliC ri:II ,IIJI • 'J'ht ()I'll · 
;:r:tnunt: w .. ~ oll tr.lt': tlll! l'tl llr• 

1111111\ upf!O~ II it lll , 111tl 11 1\'(tUfcl 
h:av~ ru~·t 1hc l .cl\'<.. rtii OI'III 
'Oil\<! [ Ill 111illi•H1 . t vc.or. 

li e h;,d itlwa'~ · chuu;:hr 
tlt.l t it wuuld lw h .. llc•r to 
~ ,,,,,. t hr w." t.: .s l.uvc: 
l!t uctnd, .st h•J\1 I or :1 " hil r. 
·'' :1 ! 11~1'' lllll t'h nf i :~ h r•;ll 
.wcl radio!lc \ai d rr durinc thC' 

. ti 1 ' I 100 y ir,11·:. ,trid IVHIIld 
. no·!'ll to ' he moni t a)rt'ol JurinJl 

th.ll . ' ' "'"· Wl~t' l • h,• (r;uud · ,,,,u·.- ,t!ninr li;:u• t•, 111 the 
""t i l'.lr indu~ll v m a;.rnl! a 
""''l.tr !Jttirp, ht· .f, d1lrd tu 
- 10;1 the dnll in ~: 

l:u ( h i'l o~·.o \illf\ lla~ 
. \ ll,'.t·rl'd s •• ne nt h" 0111·n 
.tth i~crs • cfn t ht> . orrr,·ial · 
l{ .tU • O<~ct i ve ·w asrr · ~l 4tta~tt· 
'11 1'111' .1\d\~j ,III'V (IIIIIIII;IH•r. 
Tnr C:<llnnullc~ ;, llll!t'ling 
i lrr\ wr••·l.: .IIIU nu•tnh• 1\ ;or(! 
·· ,pn tl'd \ 11 c ra l.<'i ·• the 
d t•\." i~in.; ... 



'l'.... n • ' ;-~e \:!l~ trttus 
~· ~ ., &u,q,o, t /nJ 

· Jt (l{C!=llt "- I dtDE:R. · ... c. J,A ... "':' z6h/PJ,. 
,nn·r·. the most lnftuentlal tnd'e'Pend· 

_ 1 1 ·nort on the future of nuclear power, 
•; .,~ •rl 'i:\inst any substantial increase in 
·;, , .\ ~!"amme until the problem of storing 

r.;. F•r \ 3"te had bcc:n soh·ed. Taken liter· 
1 .11 ·•l••ice would mean no substantial 

. · ... .:r ... ,.>n of the programme at all, short of 
~ •• , , l ·r•.ciful method of disposal like shoot· 

11, • c ;!1aterlal into thP. sun. For QS far as 
l~ t:,:, .. un.j sy~te111 s are concerned· it cannot 
' 1 h•1wn In the lifcl i:ne of anyone now 

,,.. ~"·· · l.lat :1ny sy11tcm is safe. The prob· 
1 '") ": s lW' which the early developers of 
' llJ .le;:• powe r - fi r~;t for weapons. then for 
~J.. fl:·l .tl;'- c·ilhcr did not consider or, if 
'I •C v ~~~ ~~.i dt>rcd H. siH•lved. The Department · 
·f 11 ,. :·:nvlronmcnt now hns the job of 

~ •iHJm~ suii :Jblc repositories for the wast.c. It 
! ;,s <·~. n<. lud~d that for the time being there 
1.: r,,, !)l .tcltcablc et llrrnative but to put it 

u. 1.. 1 k~ above ground and monitor its cool· 
· i: ;u1d loss of radioactivity, as1 tl}e years, or 

! '1~ l ·nturies, roll by. U[; to now we have 
,!ccu.nul?.tcd l,OUO cubic n1etrcs of' ·highly 
"'xi:: waste, some of wl1ich will remain toxic 
! n ; li lOl!San ds or years. More ,comes into 
..lean{. every tear. Wh l> t out· dt!scendants will 
.1 ~ •·• r.h 1t may boggle, as Mr Ha!~ would 
~t. , ' l•e!r 1 ;inds 

Of lh~ two possible systems, surface 
s! ;~rcigc is douutless preferable, if onJy 
l>et·cs1.se the :natcrial can be got at in an 
~ •. ,e~gcncv Thf! Al.omic ' Energy· Authority 
na. ,H:h~rlo bellevcd that a solution lay tn 
turl' in~ the waste products iulo glass, which 
::o: !d , h ra be buried, and research Jnto .that 
met'-r,d wi! i go on. But French studies have 
-.t.own t'1at radioactive material · can be 
tP..tc 1~d through · the glass in~o . th~ envlron· 
nH•.• clul'ing the almost geologically long 
tJ>-1 ,, i:; in prospect : and once the material 
is Ircc. nu one can salely predict the course. 
11. nsi;:ht t:1ke back to the earth's ·surface. 

. c r :tk:~s political as well as sclentific 
.,( .• e, 11 creforc; to stop drlllini; test holes 
!"' • Jl}r!.:l and forestall. the protests of Mr 
Dl ' i•t .Pe.r,:latlgan and oU\<lr outlying resl· 
u ·• , >1 lh~ more stable . parts o~ · th~se 
i"L ·w~:. hul lh• re seems more to the D0· 
1!,• • ...... , • ·.; rleci• ion .. than· that. The whole 
.J'I t .; .• ou 1f uu le;1r power .. h·as now been 
;_:",c:-t lt•w priority. No more is heard of the 
1}l :~ .• ~ fo r a new plant every year for a 
de•:~ n... The inquiry into a pressurized 
\!;: .. ~ t reaelor a;; Slzewell has been put off 
fe r :u:othcr ye::r which effectively means, 
' .• v;ng rc:prd ~o election dates and reas· 
\.~.;ss ne"t pcrio ·~<>. that nothing ·can happen 
'tf.~'·'·e 1985. DQes this matter 1 Not 1f ~ilr· 
n' .. energy foreca.c;tini iswif,tven mughly 

1:.i l E· ery year sees a f ew per cent 
!-11 •• ~.' oh lhP previously· predicted require­
" ~:t~h. \'!hen the recession •.mds, Cfo Wt 
· .. t.:..l·· . ctn n to' heavy · engineering anct.alu· 
. .' llhP.I "melliug? Or are we so· .far :.into 
"t r : .J11i<:s that we are no longer. bound by 
I hl! lflW<P'(J CUTVCS 00 the ellergy graphS 
"i1i ~1 : were being d rculaled .• s· ·recently as 
· h•~ .V we~ se.~!.! inquiry ? Energy predictions 
. ;;v." llc~n the 1'\'\IJSt notoriously fallible of 
"~·'' ..;;ttcs and there f~ just a · chance that 
!J <::; will be so ,again. Effectively the 4ecl· 
.;jor; lo d()wngrnde nudear power postpones 
'*'·' nti n~ debatE" for another generation of 
notil iciar.s to sett.le .. :roey may not ·thank the 
J rc~~r,t I!Cfi'E! ralion :inv more than we thank 
·i" hl •• nuraclurers o! strontium 90 who 
:u, ! l~il tbe1r nuclear garbage bP.hind. 

.[ ~learing 2-~~~ 
t atom 'V\'ast e , t:t. 
~ . 

\ 

Slr,~Yqur }c:adlng a:ttchl 
'11\e de1tlfut''>f ci~iHh • 'Jiinu• 
ary 26)-a snoFl un.·o:-tuMto 

l 
headllne-mlsreprl'scnted thv 
'Current position t (;ilttrnlng 
the management and t'l ~pN<rl 

, of highly ra(t\oac~ive .vasle . 
· Your s.!sertlon tha: ·• th& 

I 
Department oi 1 t c Ztwltr•n· 
ment has concluded tha! for 
the time bclnfl there Is •1o 

I 
practlcAhle alt·:rantive but to 
put it In tnnk:; llbCI'-'0 

1 ground" Is lr correct. Plans 
· are \VCll adVEmc:ed for bull{l 
l ing a phtnl ::t St:' l!Gfteld n 1 order to c:onver~ tht lt!c;hly 

acliYe W:lSt~. wi :eh Is at 
' present stored i t~ l<lll"a m 

liquid form , latCI solkl lJHH~I-.!f 
of .r~tass. 

These plan" et Sl' llPnr\erl 
by the Do :O.: r.nd h: Lll :. Nuc· 
le:~ r tnstr.llxl tor. . ., 10 : 1w lor· 
ate. Th<! adv'lnts".:·• w.:t bn 

• considerahle ~ ..... t •;: u.:rl 
· hanctling :t soltd ts ~~~<;!er, 111"' 
r volume Is r(!n:.w·d. lcs• main 

tC'nilnce I ~ rC'!p lretl <1ntl t •C 
wasl<' is 1n a Corn• s· tl..'lilll: • . r 

. permant~nt cl: ;>cHI 
·. W,. ha\'2 IMt; <lti~'"0 1h~t 
· this •:ltrlliel.i v a:.t.: ·::"l'l•l lle 

stored on ·.l;e ~ut ·. re 1 t>r 
niJny dccad"'. to :u;~ w •.hi' 
he~t esr.oc12 :d ""': r :at:io~t:· 
t ive decay t1 c!" ··.n ~ 

' ! n het. ru:ent " •r; P t 
Hal"\;eli r~ .'ere~ "t,; . -::.-1!£,. 

! dcnce m . nlo' FU:L .. t'dy M 
P!l3~ses " s 1' f 'lrm In whlrh 

• hiy,hlv aM lv( v•·.~ e r:~-, D~ 
\ contained. i'"l~ r ren ; r ),p~· t · 

mcnts !o , ... .,, ., ~ ' ·· i~ 1er 
we~e carri<'1 ~'· ll \' .... ..?, ::·1· 

' dlt loi'.S £3!' .i' ;'YN~IIt : rom 
1 those to ~hlrn ;he f!l~~h9 
·. will b& rubjtcted lo pnctict.. 

Our own l)t;l)l !shl'd l'ludit'~ . 
• made under tar mMe rcnl· 
' istic expcrlmOl\l~l coudlttons 

and on glt.~., cumpo:~lt!o .. s 
t hat wJ;i bt t.sed In v!trlfy. 
ing Wll~te. h:lV\: Cll;1fiT'l'ie<1 ClC• 
t remely low l!!;<·'llns rl\tM 

rt Is also difficult to . follow 
your reli~oninr, th't th& 
whole quf ·,ucn of nudellr · 
power Is now belnu gi\'en 
low priority when thr .~ll new 
station!! nre dltC ~o be 
commissioned this year, 
wh!ch will raise the propor· 
tlon of our el ectricitY pro­
duced by nuc!P.:.r reactors 
from 12 to 2( pc:r cer.t. 
CDr) L. E. J. Ro!..nrts. 
Member of the UK Atomic 
Energy Authority And 
Direct1.r c! Harw -11. 

"P.u . roJ.oean an ti- dumr . 
l'XOt l ~ 8 ha . J.n ng 
thP ~ ve cont~nuea 

. ' vUI.1Jn~rs act':ivit . .. 
\'.'.l t !1 Se pt;·~mb,....,. le"', 
~ . · ~ ~~ aemos · 

Cl(!.. JUr·t "n r · ~n · · ..., a · o:rt 
St) ; t . 1Oth Du Ut:a~ . On 
1nl't tch S; Jlps 

~ Zee bruc •·e 11 1 . 
••n · c ' -je ,..Jum 
-.c: l 'Yln n- Dut l '~ . , (" . (, c l ' Da J . 
vl'o'.l SC \'JDSte t • f.lall Ond 
d o . h~ Atl t · lllnJ ing trouncts . - an ~c 
or Spain 7UOkm N-E 
c- . • • C reenp"'ac , 
·J~l:'lus had 1 - e s ' P armea Presence but a ~ote~t 
•t ' COUldntt - , The Span. h . !lake 
Ujelo t ook . t~s [~shine boat 
EneJ·gy Bul l :t:n p1Deace/.. " Scram 

' c Jan. 



The Times· of 25th J anuary carried a r eport ti,a·: on~ 

government decision was a Japer publishGd i n Hatu~e 
unce:.:tainty about the stabil ity of vib7i f:i.':lc1 ::<;~t~ . 
t he e<fitor on 28th J ariuary· denying this , Dayi :Jc t h.o·l­
cause a significant increa~e in · leach rnte ove-:,.; that 
-practical re ~rosi tory situations.'' 

of t he reasons unde::lying t he 
by e Ha:n ;ell team which voiced 

1.Ll:e t eam concerned wrote to 
"r.:-.di_ ::-,7-:_ol'l :: f fects will not 
of · ... n::.:::radi c:ted glass in 

Planning of 8th January highlights the fa ct t11et ~he t ::o · conc2.uded plannine inqiri es 
both found in favour of allowi ng the apr1:. c :r(;iqns t o dr:!..i.l , 1 I n t he Scott i sh case 
the Rep9rt·er noted that loss of amenity and so:;_i tune would be· a temporary de privation. 
Tie Tie~t o:-: nneerettable as the i ntrusion conld be> , i t - wouli:l :::wt counte:rbalance the 
national; importance of the research" . 1 'I'h.~ .Assi"sjvm:·t· 'Di :>:ectc:t. of the Tovm and Country 
FlanJl inc r.1 sso·ciation has point-ed oiit _t .hat To.1 TCinc. ns:>erted tha1; t he f -a sibili ty of 
burying high level nuclear waste had be.::n estu1::>lj_~~-,ed, :-:; 0.. t he ·c 111otl-iing has emerged 
to indicate that it woul d be unaccertable '. 

'l'he Econmist fo:r 30th January take s the vie l! t ~1::n; 1 f,"~ J:. fecr of a pre- election barn<~y 
'.~itll environmentalists the That.cher r ove::7n!:lt?:l'C :1..1 ; ' c;i. W:.l t Uj_~ t r ,{ine- ' t o solve t he 
'1igh- lev.el v1aste problem. Recalling that Vx J'u:;;ti-::•J I a rl;:exo ht:>lieved ·scientists claims 
for a British solution to t he problem C' Stlcces :... ~ ... n 1.:? c~:mfident l;r predicted") and 
noting opr..osition that ' highlandnrs disbelieve:!. ~ ~:o sci.:mt i ct s' the m~ticle says ~ · 
''l'he highlanders were right the scientists 01L:j_w ,:G:t:e 1o{_l.:B . The D:ritish govern­
._;ent ~ after its scientists fail"clre 9 shoul d haY." H0 lh t;h t:m bac:~ to the d:rav7ing board. 
Instead it has token the d-J?a·w-i-ne: bo~d a.'\¥3-y ! 

The Guardian o<i: 12th Ieb reports· that ' ']~he -i'i 1 F" t: 'J.<-: ·;;:,~ .2oy.3l l\o-v-ys l'!UclE:ar powered 
~ubmarine;s, the 20-year .. old HMS Dreadnou(;ht 1 .l ~ '; u ·'Je dccommi. s~ionod at Chatham 
dockyard, where she has . been lying since c.utunm \: ~th her rcactc,~ .shut dO\'m because 
o:f · coo'linc p:roble1 1.S. The Defence minist ry h~i -· no··; y.::t ciccided/fongo v:ith t he empty 
hull, part of whi ch has been permanently ·cmJta:r.i'1t. te~ wit~1 rad'.oa·ctivity, once the 
nuclear equipment and fuel . elements have lJc!~r, re:.10·:.~·.:.d . I t i s ~ probJ.em that has 
neveer arisen before. Even t;he US Navy, Hhi cb ~'!o? r: f! 1mmb<2r of dccow.mist.ioned submar­
i nes9 has so far av·.oided the issue . .\!) b;:,' dumpi:l[' t ll'E!m in t l1 e Flor i da s wm_p·ps- : 
although it did consider towing them out to seo f..Jd du.m r.:i.ne:: the:J in ::1 deep yart of 
the .Atl anti c . ' · 

. . For the moment f ee seal ed hulk of ffi,[S :CH:n~n~ncld. wH:. simi-::.Y bC; l a id up ''on a 
s0cure mooring11

• N'JX Blaker, Armed Fdrces :(ij:1i s t ;;;:_ baid, in f1 sta ·~r-:ment to t :;e 
Coinrnons tha.t he didn't lcnon where this moori'1[ s r .') la bi-L 

'lnereever she ends up t !·1e decision to .;,.:!_".;hdrmJ !.lre<::dYlOU.?ht from scrvioe instead 
of refitting her \Jill fuel tlle nrgur.wnt ovc·r t · .. c r L <mcd c.:..o:-- tr <. of Cliathan do~l;ward. 
l·he local MT vmnts to Lnor: \'7hcthcr the 3Ec.LJ[: :-:r;.b ,. \Joull1 he1vc be c-1. k'c rt i n s ervice 
if the .Chntham facility \'/as still avoilcblc to _..:e.f'it be:!' , m; ,c · \!Ortforce niJ.l 
ce rtainly. r e sent having to di('mK:Dtle her, <Jlone vhb t l•e c1o~}'::yo..rc: :1nr1 _t hL:ir liveli­
hood . As one trade uni'6n l eader y.ut i~, ;:1 i•.::J:_, :i s ·1:. · ·c.'J: , t hey ::lf:? C {:o.inu to get 
burned up w~_th r adiati·on just ~o clear u ::_) s,..,::0bod.y c::.scs meo:..: • Jn the same day 
t cnder.s were invited for a ncv: nuclcor s· .. lb.·.- ·.,.;,. 1'{- ' to ~ bui..lt n OJic1~ers in 
llu:r.:r:ow. (Emphasis adl!e:d) · 
~t- . ~~~~~ .. x-;,.-~ .. :· * i:·-x-·.i--K··~-*-~~·.Y'""i;~~·.~·* 

IJ.'he 'l'iig..9A of 30tl1 Jnnuary r eports tbat :! :.: D E:a-;wb .~ .cticL .. IL Iyotr Ycpitsa 11 the 
Cnm'Qridee trainCJ d doyen oiii' Soviet nucle:::r 1>1 1y si ci T:t:': hu s sue~ csteC: that nuclear 
V!G t c should be p8ckod into r ockets ::md clumj, ul in ,J..:te,: :J ::1 c ~ . I'his :lfi}:.<:J r cntly 
appeals to 'ecoloey concious Soviet Sci,)nti ... 1~ •, • • ..:::-_ K~: p5.tcn ·~s 87 . Cur::ently 
Sr)Vici; 1ms·~e is encased i n bitumen or c l os.3 m.d cl1c..i s·i;m~ef. i n u:.JdGr£round chambers. 
11 L'ut liquid rmstcs from Soviet nuclear F:rHcr {:>.;~:~·U J:.1 s <1 :GO C:e>osHcd ill.JiG.ill x~t~­

bc::urin8 s eams isolated from ground m1t c:r: . Sonc -,c i.ontists c on s i 1'r 'tLJs ~ ~] 
tUJ snfe . n · . . ~~ ~ 

. . 11 ~::·~~~~ I 
~- --.... ~ 
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