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This newsletter is late~ TI'n sorry, it'!'s the first one I've
done, and has co-incided with me moving and starting a new job, I'll
try to do better next time,

It would help though, if I had @ slightly clearer idea
of where the ANC Waste Dumpirg Grouyp, and thus the newsletter, are
to go next., On the followin; page I suggust that intermediate
level waste aisposal (end ses dumping in varticular) shoula be
our priority, together with an attempt to causec government to -
produce a sensible waste policy. Ferhaps, though, the groups
and individuals involved in what has proved to be a successful
campaign will wish tc move ontc other issuee o take a well
earned breather. I hope not, bvecsuse the rroblem won't go away,
and without critical jressure being aprlied, t.e government will feel
free to act behind closed dooxs. ‘The ;eclogical breceholes
progra.me wa: the product of just sucu decision makings I fear
than an increase in the amount dumred abt seu : i1l Le next on the
cards., Are me to sit btack and watch.e..? Illcase contribute yourx

tho ghts for the next newslettex, ) '
] 1 / /
QQ:;'{# b;,ruwuj

Many thanks to Louise Flowexr for ali c¢i the previous
Juck in future ventures.




velve tou.  wo I'm cvxe evexrydody lmows, on 16th December, Tom King made
satgreot on telnlfl of the zovermment, in which they formally alandoned the
fice s Luae jroprumse?for h high-level waste disposal in favour of above-ground
£% e for *C yearrn or so. Just what we've been arguing for. BUT THIS IS
L N ERD, by any means.

Three roints ir kis stdlement bear close exmaination, because of
teone Ioplichiioes of £ vemnment thinking,

FLavnity i3 oklul given to the early disposal of intermediate and low-

e/el wasles, Jdumping at sea, burial at Drigg and storage are currently the
options far the nore active end of this spectrum, Local Authority tips are
sl Ion otne resx.  fest bores have been drilled at Harwell td investigate
{EE s:dabiliny of the local clay for the burial of intermediate level waste,
7% the geale of the problen faging the industry is such that this is not
Tiltely te te thé only site considered. At the moment a number of Magnox station
cr2 clused Gecasse ot ecxacka in cooling circuits, IPerkeley,in particuler, may
paver na=open.  Donside able guantities of contaminated concrete and steel

1 axise 1t erch zeazton decommissioned, whatever process is used, Simi-
tarly, he nvelear qxaratln: flect is on its last legs (HIS Drcadnought, the

‘.'.q- ..

fivaty iu in Chetham dozlts awaiting a decision alout when to scrap it), and
uien vhey nre Gisnentled yel more radioactive steel will become !'waste': The
Paddsteus bailu v of research and production facilities for nuclear weapons
{egr Chevaline @ £1,000m)witl {Lheraue more waste; Dungeness 3 and Hartlepeol
s coping. on stzeam (weil, .nuybel) will generate yet more, and so on. The

Jisposal of intcowmegiste level waste was identified in an suthorative rerort
“ron the DeE in 1979 as "the main problem remaining to be solved" because
“"tliers is cuxrently no suivable way of disposing of them",
Althcush le°3 radizaetive, and not heat generating, the vast bulk
'a=y, 4u,'uu'“u~n»=atythe_moment) and diverse nature of this waste indicates
Aot eny opiilon will be boti.costly and envirommentally doubtful, It seems
iiely theo any ¢ ;arpﬁ to force a land-basea burisl site on a local community
woo Ld e ~u)un,1v »esigted,; vihich leaves sea disrosal as the obvious option,.
; howeve., has aroused international oprosition. High-level waste disposal
%ai & Xev joirt ol attack frem the enti-nuclear movement, but the industry has
. nt uinelf time by deferring the disposal decision to our granachildren.
i B ‘nt, ncwever, defer “ne aecision abo.t intermeuiate level waste, the
o mezoic puild-uyp is too groat, Government/zndustry have to act, and have
et omoom, rub shey don't know vhat to do. Natloqal_flnanclal.constraints
©1 est bhat corners will ve cut, prarticularly if the pressure is taken off
Ly the enti-ovdlear and environmental movements. ;

#*x  lesearch 15 torconinue into the disposal ot high-level waste at sea. This
‘: o anned by inte.mationnl treaty at the moment, but clearly the 'out of sight-
;. ol mind'nollions ipplicit in using the sca as a dustbin have attractions to
yat'ie s~uirion coneious politians and industzy. A research ship is investig-
seiog eotew ol conditions off Vest Africa at the moment, although no serious
(eocaven Las bees done at the site used tor indermediate level waste in the
Wiantice,

A Trean the Loy word in tre prevailing ideology remains 'disposal', ‘with wll
Yags Lo irvlies in.vexms of xetrisvability, monitoring and long-term dangers.

o Thdbe Tewer will he yoblishea in due course to set out inumore detail the current
r7oopiciey as we se» them". The time to influence the thinking behind the «
nite uper e wofore, vopcher thou-after, its rublication, Both the Rdaiocact-
Lon Yieste Diceoterate of the DoE and those at tiw AEA concerned with waste are
u-nerahle ot ymesent, aiter sesing ycars o. work ana public relations effort
g,.nﬂotu', sl now scens the most important time to pressure their thinking
fpat D120 cavpusing of waste whilst contimming to creat more, towaras admitt-
g ans Ao rbang tbast the yroblem is insoluble, that fusure waste arisings
aasy by miadmised by ehendoning nuclear power, and that existing wastes
regulrs storasein angineered £a0111tios.



e oom Kine's Statement, ;mq PANDORA , okl thawhs

“The Governmont has besn reviewping the research programme and this review
Ao highlighted the faet that, the longer such waste is stored, the more safely
% could be eventually burded, bscause there would then be less heat to dissipate,
for this reason the Radicactive Waste Management Advisory Committee recommended
in thede Second Resport published earlier this year, that seriocus consideration
chould be given to the desirability of storing highelevel waste at the surface
in gollid form for a poericd of 50 years and possibly much longer, At the end of
that paried a declsion would be needed whether to contime to store it, or bury
1t deop urdsrground, or o use one of the other methods (emplacement on or under
the cosan bod) currently under investigation,

“Tha Government have now reviewed the geological element in the research
programme for highelevel waste in the light of that advise (and) the comclusions
already roochad sbout gensral feasibility.

"Tha Covernrmnt has boen kesping under review the options for highelevel
warts, and in particular has been reviewing the progress in other countries as
s Tha considerable level of research work already completed relates in
rertlouler to the factors involved in the emplacemsnt Af highelevel waate
cdesp underground, The Government's cbjective has been to establish in principle
it fenplbility of that potential msthod of disposal and now believes that in
the Lighi of 1ts review of progress of work overseas that this is now established
in reinsivio, and nothing has emerged to indicate that it would be unacceptable,

"Tiey have declded that thls port of the programms should now be reoriented
“u confisming the applicebility to the UK of the findings from research in other
coiniriog, Tor the tims being this will be dome by means of desk studies, labora-

o

ek T

tovy work and the use of data already availeblo, Exploratory drilling will not be

wa for 2MAp pipgors. The O-rormr==t +A1) look o the Radicactive Waste
Hanns=o ol Advipory Cormittcs for advice on the interpretation and implications
af o ooneied out in othor countries, as woll as on other aspects,

“hypepriats provislon will bs made for the surface atorage of vitrifled
mete, In viow of tho lengthensd time-scele and the plans to construct dispoeal
“aniilillos In other countries, it is not now intended to construct a demonatration
Tanditty fon undsrground disposal in the UK. Instead the UK will follow closely
stelicn inrelving underground facilities in Sweden, Canada and the USA for
erlis, in Bolgium for clay, and in the USA and Germany for salt, _

“Tha roorientation of the rasearch programms does not mean that further
wlozlenl fleldwork would not be useful, and indeed possidbly mecessary for
domisne that may have to be taken at somes future date or Af any unexpected

f7ionT iy bocame apparent over storage, but it does not have any present

e, Tho Ammedinte effect of this decision is that the appeals for plarming

-~ rn fov drilling in the Cheviots will be dismissed and the other pendirg

271 rlanning svplications will be withdrawn,
P 7% vill now be possitle to concentrate the full priority on the continuing
ciporeal and Auplementation in ensuring the safe and acceptable storage of wastes,
- Leme time priority will be ~iven to making progress towards the early dis-
_sal of those was.:s with a lower 1 ol of radioactivity for which there is no
tactnical advarniags in delaying diepos.’ . Rescarch will aleo continue into the
feesibility of the ocean dispe 41 optlom 7ar highelevel waste, which have not yet
woon esteblished. A White Paper +'11 be gu. ' hod in due course to set out in more
£3tail tho surrent priorities ss we ~ee them.-

(Thie is the fu" vt s ApF snart ~ent of the Emwlvonmeni’: "o lDTioe
s B0, sbtainable o 13, 2 Mawmche Cineet, SWIP 5B, The sonjumotviun i irate
Crasic An Parm,? wao 0 hiad, Unt olosrly Lulongs. There is no specific men.'on of
rllwbarchar in the siatorant: but 2kat application toe has baen withdrawn by o

- ) Boan T N el Mes W e »
quretnry of State for Soniviunid, M TounTar, )



Underground waste storage tests cancelled

FINANCIAL TIMES REPORTER
BRITAIN WILL not carry oul

tosts  on stoming radioatisve
waste undereround, the Govern.
ment  announced  yesterday.

Prasibility: s established  in
prinviple, said Mr Tom King,
Environment  Minister. in a

Comumons  writien  reply.

The decision is based partly
on a Government commiliee
report which recommended stor-
ing wasle on the sutface f(nr
S years or more and partly on
the fact that five other coun:
tries are already carrying out

tests of underground  sturage,
Ministers  will monitor  these
tests,

Meanwhile, plannm. appedls
et a}:nln.«tmm fnr cealazieal
Siadbess invatune st dnihing
Will-be withdvawn or disinissed

Mr Rynz sad, “ The Goaverns
ment -has been reviewin, Yhe
rescareh procrangee aned o this
teview has hehhighiod the fae?
that the longer waste 1§ siored,
the more Safely o could e
eventually buried, becanse there
winithil be less aeat 1o dessipaie.”

Tre Radhoactive Woaste Man.
agement  Advisory Commgtee
advised  earhier this svar that
the desirabality of storing highe-
level waste s solid form for 30
years or more should be iven

'!.?'"/r?.'/p/

carefyl  thoueht A derisian
condd then be made on alteena-
tve methods of disposal

Most veseareh work had eon.
centrated on underaronnd s
pasal, Me King sand the Govern-
nent Conov bebieves that g the
Lelt of os review of provpess
of work overséas s 18 "1y
estatilshied i privseple Sl
nothang s emersd 1 adh
cate that 1t would Le unacerpl
e .

Researeh wottld now swireh 1n
eonfirming  that  fnduigy  in

Swedeén, Canada, the 1S, Bel

gim and Germany would apply
to the UK.
"I view of the lengthened

fnw

fime-seate and the plans te con-
strnet dispasal facithines in othep
vounires, il s nol now
mitended ta construet a4 demon.
stration faciloty for underground
disposal m the UK, Mr King
sand

Coe - smmeshiate effecr wonld
hir thit appedls tor nhanning per.
mtssion Jar deiliine o the
Cheviots wonld  be  disimsseld
ard  wther “appheaions with-
drawn.

Research would continue inta
the hispasal of  wastes  wilh
Inwerdevel  radinactivity,  and
sed-hed dispasal, A While Paper
wauld be punbisiod seihing out
priarities

Ggovernment halts nuclear waste t

AR[ILIy
By Peter Hetherington:

Anlinugiear  groitps  last
night claimed 2 vi¢{ody. over
the Governmen} ;foliewing an
unexpected decision to shelve
plsos for geological tests in
about 20 areas.

Attempls to pursue test drill-
ing to find underground stores
for radioactive waste in arcas
from Northumberland to Wor-
cestershire have been dropped
by Mr Tom King, Leocal Gov-
ernment Minister.

He announced yesterday that
planning appeals brought by
the Atomic Energy Authority
against councils in  Ayrshire
and Northumberland would be
dismissed and applications for
Beoloslcal tesis  withdrawn.

rilling proposals also ran into
objections in Galloway, Wales,
Gloucestershire and Hereford-
‘Worcestershire.

Mr King maintained that the
principal of storing waste deep
underground had been estab-
lished but that the Government
wanted to consider more ro-

search from other EEC coun-
Lries,

The Government decision 1s
ased on advice from the
IKadioactive Waste Management
Advisory Committee, which re-
commended storing waste on
the surface for 50 years or
maore.

Mr King said this advice
highlighted ihe fact that the
lnufer waste is stored on the
surface the more safely it can
be eventuaily buried. This is
because there would be less
heat to dissipate.

Friends of the Earth actl-
vists In Scotland, where protes-
lerlu:“mlccoedqd in uniting t:l{
political parties against a tes
drilling application
shire, descril
their “greatest ever victory."

They added in a statement :
* The principle has been estab-
lished that nuclear waste is de-
trimentali to the countryside
end the Govermment has admil-
ted that it doesn't know what
it is doing.”

fin Ayr.

the decision as M

The Scottish Campaign (o Re-
sist the Atomic Mcnace said
the news provided a -rare ex-
ample of Government sensiti-
vity to the opinions of Jocal
people.

MPs from all parties wel.
comed the decision and two
South-west Scotland Tory
members—Sir Hector Munro
and Mr Jan Lang— said the
drilling application had been
premature and quile unneces-
sary. A fiveweek public in-
quiry was held into tne
proposal for 32 test bore holes
on Mullwharcher Hill, in tne
Ayrshire constituency of Mr
George Younger, the Scottish
Secretary. He strongly opposed
lh; project when an opposition

Welsh  anti-nuclear cam-
paiguers have been fighting for
two years to prevent tests in
the Forest on the
Gwynedd-Powys border. The
site had been earmarked by
the Government-sponsored
institute of Geological Sciences

as a likely dumping ground.

Protest groups — Pandora
(People Against Nuclear
Dumping On Rural Areas) and
Madryn (2 Welsh’ name for a
gunning fox) — opposed cXs
ploratien. 3

Farmers . refused to allow
scientists on to their land., De-
monstrators led by the Arch
Druid of Wales picketed
offices at Abervsiwyth and geo-
logists' cars were boxed in by
farm vehicles

On St David's Day this year,
2,000 people invaded a Fores-
try Commission plantation near
Corris to protest against propo-
sals to drill test bore holes,
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. AT N T suspiociously clese to the Christ-

uio geyoannant revealed last week, i1 a
1 Hoa 2 orid e fary ouestion, that it wil
iy nooned to oprove that nuclear waste

x criica, neeveyards, The technical
© o s straighiforward enough, but |

winin 2 snmezeaat puzzling manner, Apart
w0t 1ot e iifuy seasen, when minds turn

i is and 1o peorle are around to re-
heas Lone svvae e owaios these affected by the deci-

T e
i I T e;

.1 that highly active
fuel from a reactor is
tne uscless lission products from
S sload be taricd underground. The indus.
xp wrrintagned that if it can turn the liquids
Cws, the waste coald Be stored in “enginecred

ot whon nuelea
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NEW SCENTIST 24/31 ’)ecmssn
arythiag, there suddenly aren’t any gaps. gl

The irony is that despite these odd goings-on the scacn-
tific case is pretty clear: geological disposal was never

cually necessary, and nothing will be lost by halting the
(}1 iling programme, In fact, by taking away one focus for
th» anti-nuclear movement, the government may have
done something to damp down the controversy surropad-
ing nuclear power. However, the way in which the latest
aunouncement was made can only confuse the issue, In the
nuctear industry the fear is that the anti-nuclear move-
iment will now attack nuclear power because waste disposal
is not rroved “beyond reasonable doubt”,

As if this confusion were not enough, it seems that the
Department of the Environment told neither NERC nor the
U /domic Energy Authority that it planned to abandan
thie Jdrilling programme, In that case, who advised the
weyvernment? Last week's announcement promises that
there will be a White Paper on radioactive-waste disposal
“in due course”, If it wanted to avoid confusion the govern-
ro2nt l"li"“ have done betier to have delayed the decision
en tha driling programme—a definite change of direction,

1 if ant a U-turn—until it could publish all of the cwdcnce.

{a : ccigh oo mose than large buildings or
g ALY Shiwe——10r only cequirement is to re-

: 1 fhe beotks the beat ool radivactive decay of
tae fesion oendues Ineyitan rates. British Nuclear |
Futis 1o s Foyw buliditte g waste ar.lidiﬁmlion plant, !
kdsuedos, meach puncess, aga '.' ot of ils massive £2500 |
Gieltina aveson oW at the Vindscale reprocessing facility. |
;i g0y ganlosi r}: vosa! came partly from |
t ;¢ anwiran-neaielisis, T 'senes o such groups as the !
b oun s an Bov, wectal Pollution (RCEP). In |
b i t, peblisher o 19975, the RCEP said that |
Eiti atan el commait jlielf to @ large nuclear powes |
o 3 ttF it ¢con demonstrated  beyond
e bt ! onists to ensure the safe |
& FECLEAN Sy racinactive waste for th |
i o e 0 Plsrspoert led the government 1
tosmeoaniliiy Yor noolear waste over to the |
)i Lo Enviro ument, g4 one of the depart- |

. oo was o establisl o peological research
e S martaf tras work tite Institute of Geolosi- |

(109} wis commmissioned, throngh the Natural

e or o Lesrarch Couariy {WERCG), to conduct drilling
et fasl weerk’s Cecsion, the govermment dis-

: g2ty b paoning peimicsion to drill

S B 2e ocoport alss led to the formation of the

i dgin Nane f{-n et Advisery Committes

car B0 epressed concern about the

1o Bogenn 6f tha difficulty in obtaining

- P Pt acione aet e 1GS's work. Last wecek’s
n We concoon but justifies abandon-

' ¢ v g reserznce to TWMAC's suggestion,
i A i raport, thel “serious consideration
! i et ‘1« .ussu,-hh that containment in an

I 1 nwr o orslern eiiler above ground or sub-

: "o bl for ,1!'.(11:.‘."_: circacy exists, might be the
! : e ath scahidife D izh-level wastes for at
bomse G iy ownd coseibly much ‘onger”. In the written
1 s rooonmient says that it has been reviewing

} %1 slihy active pococar waste “and this re.

too airtiiiht 2 Uk foct thot the longer such waste is

(AT o it peid eventnally be buried Lo-

Moo WP vivad Lo diss Lt o Lissipate”, OF under-
sy i . sortement cays that in the light of
A voTitas e aing Lvs e fped lo indicate that it

e~ v arsba b Tr T

fp3 we have moved in just a

! - \ i

{ Nt A .-:_‘1 the governmen!'s
gl o wn radiaactivevaste disposal was urg-
Lt eaap! si hp wror piagraame to fill in the

t. ¢ posiden where, without deing

As it is we now have Friends of the Earth claiming its
vy reatest victory ever”, Quite how it can be a victory to
hove forced Lhe government to abandon an inessential but
usciul research programme that could have helped to pro-
diuce @n environmentally superior waste disposal system
izn't clear. The public can be forgiven for being confused

by tiiese sirange goings on. a
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Remi

‘ornlaints thal opponents of
t« esploratory festbere drilling
cgravne in the Mullwharchar
o+« of South Ayrshire were
{  tisled” Uy lhe remi! and ferms
, v ths publie mq;my ine the
¢ trovers:zl pmpasa.s have been
cuemitted fo th: Commissioner
i {7 Loval Administration in Scot-
i

§

i

i

i ‘This action is being pursuef in
1 snite of the decision by the Secre-
{tary of Stat® Ty Sestland in
; Tovemiter ‘te vetn the Upiisd
Tivgdom Atomic Euergy Author-
ily's plans to sin bocenoles near
Loch Deop 10 assess the svitabi-
ity of the granite rocle tor ihe
dumping, of nuciear wasle

The instigater of the maiand-
' ministrotion charge agaisst (e
! Scottish Devekpmcr.. I‘o;m tmer’
is Ars M..rgarel datiey of avyr,
who gale evidence as an incivi-
dual al the inooiry sl Ave,

Sie is claiming thzt tes
Governiment ar» using the public
inguicy system i anl
that ihe Scottish Secrat Yy
George Veouag.r, har Mem A3

Parliament, had refused the crill-
ing acplication mainiy be B
the Government had r2ciieniate
their bcc’ogicm 1zsenith fro

grevnmae T Cnutlear waste sior
age.
{ M Youngers juagment, she

}sa:d *"m.t’ night, . gave: rpacm

1 of bore
~ulled into guestion
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By MICHAEL s ITOHLY,

inguiry, “The ren it and terms
gives o wilpesses ok the ipyuiny
were ‘nat the borcholes appica-
tion couid ony b aiscussed with
a viey. to their env: .u-s-r--nt s and
socizl effert on i Lwal com-
(mmi«_

“Reueara progratime aspuets
were not iweluded i the nquisy
§5 it sespt: slear that witmasoes
oppoesing i d ssue wore misad”

Mz Raie
her grievaiis

o gisnassad
i Younyer

viti

sefora sl m’ tisg ey comiplainis

agurs the S aud ke Heporier

:1’: the foquizy sEid i Was
waky 1hat u Ji.(' sagiires shoale

b’ waeh by dae o

cetlest patinpd

Balaad g

reiiect

Tl v s

issiang  bedne
t‘"‘ft"’r“ r

Supnert fov Mes Ralleys fuoee

care "J"h {rl'l oi Ih_ A
- IED AR seaeme
i".!i:
'l e
o) founger's

he Deporiers'
vionld with-
CPHICISINE 6]
the maquvy systes zan the Senis
tigh Office adminisier Ly

f:;‘_!ldii'\_s mesn

The setiely Belleved (vt sclinn
ior other
ingririez 2:d Moz Miller
te descmibe he Agt

putdie

wWe™t 9a

11 ik

t fromn the

iry is

-

sgaicy e " palent farce” which
sould aetor be repeated. |

She zdded: "The Reporter's role
was  particularly sordid as he
acezpled a thoroughly muddled
venvt. He refused to insist oo
taninz iruly chjective {echnical
cssessors 1o advise him on the
environmental questions which he

saye vere sey factors in Lhis
ane

. I Wepooter had, instead,
accepted  environmental advice

Naiional Conservaney
Couweci', whem Mr3z Miller
desoribod as “a body in which the
burpanerats overroled the scien-
tiste who .:1: ¥ care for nature
ponservition,'

The MNC(C's refusail to oppose
e lest bores waz an act of
“exlreme cuwardice.”

The somety would continue to
shallenge NCC's  obijectivity as

vosaared the came paymase
e URAZA, It was 2

.a.f.r.pirecy" by Goverpment-paid
cineizls which  resuited in the
lswpl pooples couservation case
being rejected by the Heporter,

iz his devizjien to refuse
nermissien for drilling, Mr
Younger upheld a decision by the
toczl planning 2nthority, Kyle and
Carcick Distries Coupall, and he
Gasen il on the Government inten-
fign 1o review their nuclear
vesearcn niogramune conceptrat-

id
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ing oa methods for the sale
topaze of waste with a lower

lzvel of radinactivily.

w?rch*‘a:ére not zdmissible @l the

Tnlecs you!'e ac '.-Vr:_v seerching f

for it, you

wvouldn't

guess that the ABA

: Jeal loat a lorge chunk of its waste rosearch vrograume. Jebruary's Atom
#epy it the ata’ u)ws*"’ -Tom King macs as voest of the xegular 'In Paxlisment

sect 015 Lilh apart from that, usswyr o word, How ~adl
SIZ 1d:
: L Inquiry will tate sluce
in i "] Pre-lﬁPUJIf mectings Lo infe

Che Sdpewel
gaef
impere b aspects
4

next Jomvesy et The Maltings, Snape
oim the Tnspestor of views on very

of the Inquizy will toke ,isce cn Mazeh 27 and 23 at the

Mlaltin, - The meetings will syeciicaily look at 'the genera) procedure to be
adoy vz for the main hearings, the score of ¢lw cvidence likely to be ragquired ox
offe ::0 ard tHe avsilability of es entiul !icumentsz and otoew information'. The

Ins; :: r wiszhes to have notice of any cihexr motlers to be rajsed (eg egual
func L., . Tt's importaut Yo remeaver chat the U guiry will consider, amongst
othcs things, "the arrangements for wasle wanazdreut, in Hie 'Li{,h‘-.; of the views

of tho authorising devartue n’rs" Althowsh the concexs about the Ywiews of the

authorising dejart wensa". pill dsobtlas, B¢ raiced as part of fhe evidence
mresented by maeny jroups, it seams imvorbant thst the stvergih of Yeocal fecling
about nuclear weste disposal= and 1t lmplicreisne fox any i‘u‘!’-‘t'-'f_ nuciear
ebationu in the ligh. of Flowevsn- sho 1d be rvzde wory elesr. Vhich is to nay,

should wvegisrer us objectors now, a 4 staxt
gonaidering boyecotting H,te
ko be noticed. The

South, Milibank,

thet esch groun -y Jadiviluad
clamouring for aocest o informabion aad Mo
Jaquiry wiil elso neol o pegiatar 1i SURE
Enqui*:y_Sr:c;f:-.z-‘;a'-:j-;-' ig 0 P Hasupew, i
Londosi: SW1.,
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On Christmes Hve the SCS recieved the final two ofiieial Bdpews of the Ilulle
warchar Nuslear Vaste Inquiry.

The §DD Reporter, lixr Villiam Campbell, sent his final report,, and in it he
advised the Sggrgbary of State te GIVE planning permission to the- UKARR' for teat
boring-

The Seottish Offise sent a letter announclng tlie S-QS-SLa‘Laani'n. whieh
was to yreject Mr Campbells advice, and giving his reasons. He agreed that the ®
environmental damage caused by drilling in this area would be 'undoubted loss of
anenity and solitude', and that t.ere arc¢'ne apparent ganctions whish could give
the Nafjure Consgrvangy Couneil (NCC) power to make suke the environment was prote
ected, But he gaid that because the High Level Nucleax Waste.Programme had now
been changed, 1t was not now justifiable to allow damage to the wilderness.

. Against masgive oddg therefoxe the 'Society and .other groups madg their
.onservatlon ‘case gtick, and we regard the high priee pa;d as neeessary, But
we withdraw none of ‘ouy ¢ritisism of the Inquiry system and tie administratoxrg,

An Ayr houséwife who.took iart in the Inquiry has talen to the Ombudsman a
charge of 'lfaladministration' against tie SDD for its handling of the Inquiry, We
endorse and suprort this move, which may well have implicationg for eother PI's,

This kind of inquiry must newer ¥e repeated, It was a patent faree. Three
different government polic.ies on test-bores have arpeared sinee the researeh was
Tirst announged.

The Reporters role vas partieularly sordid, He aecepted a thoroughly
muddled ggmit, and he yefused to insist en taking truly objective teehnigal
assessorg to advise him on tle environmental questions which he says werg the key
factors in thiscease. Instead he accepted advice on the environment from thg NCC-
a body in which the burcaucrets everruled the seientists who truly eare for nature
eongggvation. The NCC's refusal to oppose the test boyes was an aet of exfggme
eovardiges The Soeiety ehallenged. their objectivity from the very bgginning
begausg they share the same paymaster as-the UKAEA and the Forgstry Commission,
who actually sent a witness to speak FOR the UKAEA, It was only by thi@s eonspiracy
of gevernmentepaid offieials that the loeal people's econservation ¥ ease eame tg
be rcjeeted by the Reporter.

But - what has hapjened to the urgent, over-riding 'Naolonal Interest' in test
bores which Mxr Campbell, the Reporter, thought more important than protection of
the wilderness? ' In a few months it has evaporated, taking with it the monstrous
plan of Sir Denys Vilkinson and IMichael Heseltine that a 'Pilot Repository! rould
be .buidt by 1995. The ‘whole fiveeyear-long construction of governuent, UKAEA, IGS,
and EEG has-eollapsed, taking with it a vexy. foollsh-looklng Reporter and his nis-
eonceived Inquiry.

Wsuentlally we bollevc that the 'reorientation' of the High Level Ifuelear
Vaste policy was made now because of. public pressure., .The people of southwest
Scotland were well inforried and made their views clcar. ‘In the end the S=ef-S
counted the votes and made .a political dcecision, . He has not ruled out burial of
waste -in granitee he has. simply delayed researeh for politieal conviniecnee, The
waste now is to be stored for a longer period above ground, It now apjears that
the regommendation of Sir Patrick MgCall, the Chairmen of.our Feoples Planning X
Inquiry Commission, has becn adopted as official government peliey! IMr Younger
has becn glever.. He has defendéd the position of himself and his colleagues on
this issue for the next elestion. BUT he has kept tae o;ﬁ;ons open far nuclear
scientists and politicians in‘tie futurec.

ONE THING- IS NEW. For us, there is no return to the days of 1nnocence and
ignorange. We lmow how about MNuclear Vaste, about the UKALA's ambition and
carelegsness, and about politicians' irresjonsibility- letting the problem grow
daily while keeping the people in the dark about the true price mf to be paid now
and in the fukure for nuclear power and nuclear wearons.

B X & e SR s S e e T

“In the last newsletier, a petition about French nuclcar tests and Jr;mnese
Plans to dunp waste in the Pacific was reyrinted. The Pacifie Concerns Resources
Centre report that petitions have becn sent in from 35 different countrics. Yeep
sending them iNeesss




A-waste
may he
stored on

R
surface Zi
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By Antheny Tecker,
Sclénce Correspur lenl

Britain mav store iy hottest
nuclcar waste ma'erigis on the
surface .5t Windicale uniil »
better solutiva  turns - up,
acmn:lin;“zd Mr Tom King, the
Environnint Minister respon-
sible for nuclcar waste mane
agement.

Mr King said yesterday that
he has always held the view
that since high level nuclear
waste — that is the intensely
radioactive concentrules from
nuclear fuel reprocessing —
has to be stored for several
genn before disposal can evin
e contemplated 1t might bg
best 1o keep it frrddeflnitely in
:nglneered stores on the sur-
ace,

This option, recently . given
emphasis by the Nuclear-Waste
Manuﬂnen‘ Comymittee;
chaired by 'Sir Denys Wilkin.
son, apparently lay behind the
Dol decislon to -suspend -the
drilling programme #imed al

finding secure underground
disposal siles,
The problem  of nucicar

waste disposal, hizhlighted in
the Flowers report hy the
Royal Commission on Fnviron-
uiental Pollution, prescris pro-
blems whicl, may be lasoluble
at the present tine.

Although, as shown in the
‘atest Dol report, ceserich has
bhevn t'epped up ubs ntially
luring Lthe past ‘o' r yvirs, the
msonliol diffica’tns ot long-
tern disposal - thi, s
making sure (nat (vBr jerinds
of thousands of yeirs the

radioactive naleraly  cannot
el inig water o in foosi
chiaing == have not  been
solved.

Mr Ving said ve terdzv that
nany rdentists Lac consldered
or stne tme tiat surface
torage was, the best solution
t the »nresent state of technol-

‘%Y. The proposai weuld he
‘orage as cooled llawd. for
veral years -~ perhaps a

ecade or more =- and Llhen
‘trifestion or some other suli-
ficativn process which would
“ck up the radioaclive maler-
s In & way which made sur-
et storage conven.ent,

Cold storage plan
or atomic waste

ol waste wndeiground, 3t
unLgt nut have 1o be left on

by GEOFFREY LEAN

BRITAIN'S highly tosic
radioactive waste may be
kept above ground indetine
itely? siys M1 Tom King, a
senivr environmuenlt
Minister.

It the suggestion s imples
mented it will mak the com-
pletion  of  an wstomishing
reversal ol pulivy,

Until st moneh, the Goy.
ernment’s mamn proposal for
‘dispusing of the waste, which
must be kept isolated from
people for, hundreds of thou-
sands of years, was p bury
it underground i apecial
deposjtories .an stable geolo-
gical formations,

Then Mr King, Me Michael
Heseltine's deputy in churge

of envirMimental
AMnounced  thin

weiesnionn,
the Govers

‘ment was abandoming its pro-

gramine ol making test dulls
to try to fund saitable dosposal
areds. The propramme ol
been wvigurously npposad by
enviranmentalists _and  rest
denta of the drea where the
tests were Propused,

Instead, he sugpested, the
waste should be Lept i cold
storage ahove prouwmd jur 50
to 10 years. Lhe aanounce-

ment delighted envirunmens

talists  but  Jntatiated - the
nuclear indusue. ,
* Mre King's luatest bomlbishel
is delivered in un ervi®w
with the RBC Radio * Waorld
This Weekend * prutranune to

"santy

the surface indelinnely.

He replics: *1 have per-
sonally felt that was always
a possibiliny,” and adds that

it might

*the maat

el

sihle thing w do* even -if
thete are no problens with
underground dispossl, .
Que advantage would be
that it would be pussible 10
muonitor . the wiste and  yet
Leep (it awav liom centact
witli the public, he said.
would  be

“Another
lature

Runcrations

that

nught

wail ta recover valuahle raw
muaterials from the waste,

h

The. #ecision o
wis 3 nly

deilling
SAtest an

a.serivs of

stap
the
bold

envirgnmental decisions by
AMr King, who has built up a
amunyg
enviromnémalists and their
opponents as 4 jarticularly

1eputation

resalute

Minister.  He

both

1ounced last veag's ceduction

incthe lead comt®in of perrol

and campaigned suceessfully
for an EEC ban on the import
ol whale products

He decided to stop drilling

partly  fo

CCONONUC Feasons

r

political
Tihe

und
pro.

AUAMme wds draciing evors
mos oppostinm i i woukd

have cost

the

Cavet ninent

some L10 million o vear,

He Lad

alwavs
that it would b

stere the
ground, at least ter a while,
an it Juses much of i3 heat

an t:niiuacg\'ity

wasie

thaught
letter to
Jhuve

during the

first 100 yeurs ond  would
need to be monitored Juring

that, time,

“'lll‘l: he
sening lijgures

faund
i1 the

waciedr industry marng a
sunalar point, he decided to
ston the drilling

Dut  hi
anzered s
advisers

I'ive

]

b4

comontiee s

decision
e ol his

has
uwn

the  ofmcial:
Wadioactive ‘Waste Manuge:
wient Advisory  Commintee,

meeting

thil week and members are

eapegtitd
decising,
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wwers, the most Influential independ-

¢+ cenorl on the future of nuclear power,
sased zrainst any substantial increase in
“o poogramme until the problem of storing
riciiar waste had been solved, Taken: liter-
Y. e vdvice would mean no substantial
Jwithaion of the programme at all, short of
some faneifel method of disposal like shoot-
: “le malerial into the sun. For as far as
artahound sysiems are concerned it cannot
« thown in the lifelime of anyone now
desert Laal any system is safe. Thé prob-
f*m wis one which he ecarly developers of
nutienr power — first for weapons, then for
sloeiricidy = pither did nol consider or, if
iy cunsidered i, shelved. The Department
'Loibe Hnviroament now has the job of
fang suitable repositories for the waste. It
Zas concluded that for the {ime being there
Liono practicable alternative but to put it

. Loaks above ground and monitor its cool-
i aod loss of radioactivity as, the years, or
tne centuries, ro!! by, Up (o now we have
cccuinulated 1,060 cobic metres of highly
toxic waste, some of which will remain toxic
jvs thiousands of years. More comes into
seing, every year. What our descendants will
e with 1t may boggle, as Mr Haig would
"heir 1iinds,
Of the two possible systems, surfaca
sturaze is doublless preferable, if only
deeuuse the rnaterial can be got at in an
siaergency  The Atomic. Energy’ Authority
nas hitherto believed that a solution lay in
turping the waste products into glass, which
co0t!d «hen be buried, and research into that
methed will go on. But French studies have
shown that radioactive material “can be
iravied through the glass into the enviren.
mew’ during the almost geologically long
nueols in prospect: and once the material
i§ Irev, nu une can siafely predict the course
1. nipht take back to the earth's surface,
. 1oakes political as well as sclentific

s e, therefore) to stop drilling test holeg
(7= burial and forestall the protests of Mr
Dacia Penhaligan and other outlying resi-

. 1 the more stable. parts of thsse
¢, bul there seems more fo the De-
pacoent's decicion “than that. The whole
Jesuen of nuclear power . has now been
viven low priority. No more is heard of the
plaas for a new plant every year for a
decane. The inquiry into a pressurized
waier reactor at Sizewell has been put off
for another ye:r which effectively means,
t.ving rezard lo clection dates and reas-
Lwis nent perio’s, that nothing can happen
Telnre 1085, Does this matter 7 Not if cur-
veo. energy forecasling isédven noughly
il Every year sees a few per cent
shiewof oft the previously predicted require-
soeufs. When the recession ends, do we
‘onsh celvra o heavy engineering and alu-
Soatesa emelting 7 Or are we so far into
“eoizonics that we are no longer bound by
ihe upward curves on the emergy graphs
waich were heing circulated s recently as
"he Windseala inquiry 7 Energy predictions
sve been the most notoriously fallible of
statsties and there is just a chance that
thev wiil be so again. Effectively the decl-
sion Lo downgrade nuclear power postpones
'k ontire debate for another generation of
seliticians to setile. They may not thank the
avecent generation any more than we thank
li¢ mwenufaclurers of strontium 00 who
:iati their nuclear garbage behind.
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fr,—~Your leading articld
¥ e detritue af azath ' AU
tary 268)=—a mest uniortunata
headilne—misrepresented the
current positlon coacerniag
the management snd d'sposs!
! of highly radinaciive wastie.
y _ Your assertion that *‘the
Department of ‘re Zaviuen-
ment has conciuded that for
the time belne there Is no
practicahle alternative but io
| i i B
put it Jn  tanks above
ground” s Ircorreel. Plans
are well advanced for uuil{l
ing a phint ot Sellsfleld in
order to conver! the highly
active wasie, which 18 &t
* present stored in (anks n
liquid form, Into solld biochs
of klass.

These plans ato supporied
by the Do and b e Nuc-
lear Instzblaiions  invpector-
ate. The advantages will he

+ considerahle stawing  and
- handling » solid ig casier, L
r volume is reduccd, les: main-
tenance Is reguired and the
waste is in & form suilable ior
* permanent dispesal
" Wo have leng arsved that
this vitrified waste “histid he
stored on ihe sbrivce for
niany decadss ta aiicw the
heat sscactaterl Witk radicsc-
tive dacay 13 detinz,
' in facl, recent
Harvieli rel.iforces ov
!dence in (e suilubility of
glasses 23 2 form in which
¢ highly zotive wase ran na
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The Times of 25th January carried a report thatv orne of the reasons underlying the
government decision was a yaper published in Matuze Ly & Harwell team which voiced
uncextainty about the stability of vitwified wa.te. "The team concerned wrote to
the editor on 28th January- denying this, sayiag thst "radiastion =2ffects will not
cause a significant increase in-leach raie over that of uvaizradisted glass in
. vractical rerository situations."

Planning of 8th January hlghllghts the fact that lhe two- concluded planning ingiries
both found in favour of allowing the aprlications to driil, 'In the Scottish case
the Reporter noted that loss of amenity and solitude would be a temporary deprivation.
Ile went on "Reprettable as the intrusion coitld be, it wevlid not counterbalance the
national importance of the research".' The Assisbert Dizecter of the Town and Country
Planning zssociation has pointed out that Tom Kin: asserted that the f-asibility of
burying high level nuclear wasgte had been establiched, rr»d that 'notliiing has emerged
to indicate that it would be unacceptable!'.

The Econmist for 30th January takes the view thav 'foi fear of a pre-election btarney
with environmentalists the Thatcher government D given up txyingt to solve the
igh-level waste problem. Recalling uhat "2 Justiszse Tarker believed scientists claims
for a British solution to the problem (' Svcchh. oun he confidently predicted") and
noting opposition that 'hlghlanders disbelicved hhe scienticts' the axticle says,
'"The highlandexs were right the scientists cleing wers Logus, The Dritish govern-
uent, after its scientists failuxe, should have sans them bacl to the drawing board.
Insuead it has taken the drawing boaxrd away !

B o R R e 1

The Guardian of 12th Feb reports that 'The firs¢ oFf tlhe Royal Favys nuclear powered
submarines, the 20-year.old HMS Dreadnought, 1s Lo be decommissioned at Chatham
dockyard, where she has.been lying since cutuwn with her rcactcr shut dowm because
of cooling problems. The Defence ministry ha. nos yeb deolded/tﬁ as with the empty
hull, part of which has been permanently cnuuaxiﬁmteﬁ with radiocactivity, once the
nuclear equipment and fuel. elements have beer. renozcd. It is & problem that has
neveelr arisen before. Even the US Navy, vhich hat o vumber of decommiscioned submar-
ines, has so far av-oided the issue (!, by dumping them in the Florida swamps-
although it did consider towing them out to seca zad dumring them in a deep rart of
the Atlantic.!'

- .For the moment tite secaled hulk of IS Dreadnought will simyly be laid up "on a
secure mooring'. Mr Blaker, Armed Forces iiiniste. said, in a statement to tie
Commons that he didn't know where this moorins sh> la be. '

'Thereever she ends up the decision to yithdraw Zreadn unkt from secrvice instead
of refitting her will fuel the argunent over tle ylanned clopare of Cliatham dockyard.
Ihe local MF wants to lmow whether the ageins sub. would hmvc been Kert in service
if the Chatham facility was still availablec to_zelit her. %ie vorlkforce will
certainly resent having to dismantle hex, alonz vith the dogiyard ond their liveli-

hocd. As onv trade union leader mut it, "Ticue ig m vay They age golng to get
burndd up with radiation just to clear un somcbody elses mese'. Un the same day
tenders were invited for a new nuclear sub..- Lo 17~ to = built oo Wiclkers in
Larrow. (Emphasis added) -

IS R S e e e

The Timcs of 30th January reports that =
Cambridge trained doyen off Soviet nucleax: #h has sugp ested that nuclear

wa le should be packed into rockets and Gr i =y Bracs. This aprarently
appeals to 'ecology concious Soviet Beienticte'. 2 Xanpitca s 87, Curtently
Soviet waste is encased in bitumen or glase and shen stored in underground chambers.
"Dut liquid wastes from Sovict nuclear jower ssalions nse de; osited in dech, voter-
bearing seams isolated from ground watcz. Sonc scicntists consid§T Thas Method
unsafe," . Collee tion EJ»ZM [oundation
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