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THE BOREHOL!s A VITAL 1BW DKVELOMNT 

For 1110nths we have been waiting, well aware - because or the delay 
ov~r :·:t11lvharcbar - that so•thing was up. Hatters have now clarified and appear 
"lo be related to the recent retirement or Sir John Hill as Cha.irt'II&Jl of the UKAEA 
and his replace•nt by Dr Walter Mar 

On ?.6 , o·tland, Dr Jf,arsha.ll made •n i.M'['OYtant stAtel'IIBnt 
to the ndard vhich is reproduced 1n tull below: -

Energy chief gives 
nuclear duntp vow 
T1l£1t£ is eo be no dumpin£ ot 
Dldear waste Wl Sc:ottaDd for at = yean and even ~ 11 Is 

Dr Wetter Marsha.U. Owrman 
fll tM United Kin~ Atomk 
Eaazy Authority. ~ this 
JU&raMft in an adusive 
ihlemew with me Sunday 
St.Mdard last ¥1'eek. 

Dr Mal"5haD. a fanner 
Gawr.nmr Chtt!l Sctefttist and 
Directw ol the Alomtc £ftergv 
a-rdl Estabblhmem ., 
Harwel lllltil lt7S. aid tl\:lt it was 
a.e lalllal1011 to SUJre nuclear 
.._ • WtDdsciJe .,_. at tast 
100 ~- bet~ it W.'&S 
~chspcad. 

Wllen asked about die fean of 
.. :•~ at Mullwbarc.ile£, ...m 
G( Lodl Doon iD Che G&Uoway 
Foral t'artt. he ·•id: -we went 
.CIIeft .ap~, u .. n ot a ftR.arctl 
pniiJ1UDIDe to mv.st~te aU tbe 
ways cl 4ealin& With auclcar 
waste 
·~ became wonied that 

tbf! re~eerch would be ::onvened 
iNo • 4lispnsaJ programme ratber 
IIIPidtv. ·rnere •~ ftTY tood 

~ wby dllis wt11 aoc be lbe 
case .~ 

[)r Manlld. widely rep,.., 
as one of 1he wortd'5 te.dlftl 
scientiSt5 ia die fieJd ol acomK 
energy. aid: -n you bwiec1 hot 
waste an t"Odl tl would beat up the 
rock and lllillbl crack at ¥1'ith 
.maus ell-. 11111 local po&ocy. 
We a~ not .., to do that . 

•wr. an: -.ot ~ to DUry ..-.y 
auclear wa.SSP umll lt h.u cooted 
down. lf we fCIUIId a sal• cl&lmp~n~ 
p&ace Ulere aft lllill gOOCl teduual 
reasms why we wouJd not want to 
~ il tor at JIMl lOO ,_rs. The 
waste WIU tie StVftld Clll a auc:lear 
llile. probably Willdscale. 

• If lt ~ went to 
Muthrh:lrcher • anywbef'e dse 
.atter a century- and lbat is by 
110 means cenam - the beat aDd 
thf'reto~ the peatest portMID of 
tadiCIBCliVJty WIUid be ~· .. 

Dr Manball t1 stT'CXIgty crttlcal 
of tlle envtronmenral ond ann-
nuclear k)btJy ill Scotland and I 
believes W..."'r objecuons are 
·.,"m:lniv ernoUonal ." 

--·· -------- ---- ··· - -· --- -·---- ···· ·-·~ 

•r=xcltJrive" or no 1 t~ D 11 Ro 
onde r the ho: achnr. 1'-i~~CL~AR FEAR.S'.,T~Da Tile cor d f ollowod up. the next rl:ty .(:2.7l!-. April } 

dd 
. . . . "' "' • ~· u:. • . re port wa!> vc rv 51 mi.lar b •l t c ta · d the 

~ J hom1 ~n(ol"!llation, attributed to Dr l'arshall, that t~ borehole . on 
1~ · 

a~ pr• !~unt lrrelevnnt .and th.a.t he was iaoressinr. his views unnn CivilproSegra~ was 
~ Gnver~nt. r- Ja 1'"VIln ... :. a:--.d 
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Sime the 1-.ory so tar has not broken in either the English or W!alsh 
P""~~ I have naturalls taken at.epe to verity the a6curacy of these reports both 
wit•: H~rwell and with UKAEA Headquarters in Lordon. The latter co .. nted to •: 
"'f course. Dr Harshall does not naake Goverl'lJient policy. • Point taken; and indeed 
t~ mtion of Dr Marshall (or anybody) actually cha.ngi, t~ td.nd .of Jtrs Thatcher 
by sweet reason ·is purely roJ'Qantic. One would be right o sulJpoae tha( the wei&ht 
of nJhlic opposition has ao.tbirw to do with it too. 

In &1\Y case we surely know by J'lO\J how things are find. Whatever ab011t 
who !'lakes pollcy l)r ~'a unequivocal et.ate~~~~tnta au it quite illlpossible !or 
t!·,.. bo"'hol~ row to be oontirued on aJVth!Jlf. 1 tke the old basi£~ His state:38nts were 
t.l~t:rfore JD11de witla tacit gcwer .... .nt approval, the situation being -olasslcal: the 
:or. ionti!;t5 tal:e the r3p, the Government nreserres whatever faoe it lti&Y still be held 
to .:'()s t;er;5. 

T~ oldest am, arguably, the nost radical of the oppositionists, the 
!:Cot.t\1'Jh :;ormftrvati.on Society • wrtt quick to sei?..e the point. In a statement ·isS1•od 
or: (,t:j-, l4ay t !;o,v r.11id (in ~rt): " te"' ev idonc(! i s I'IDuntine that the experts ~ 
~~ !'i o,un t'TPt :J('!flr. in burying Qat wste. aJ-.1 Jt '~Q<.lls . very slowly. Th'\.111 appearn to 

1t.'1Vt". le,l to :\ ohnn::e or policy not revealed 1 TJ public .untU t~ nhr Chairman or the 
tll~~/1 !'?~Vt' 1~ r. f'Jar&ntoe that ttm waste WOIJld be buried for R hundred j'8ars". S1 r 
f¥!rt:: ~; :·:t.l~innon, 1•ho \s ChAirman or tho Coll'lllittec which _advises thv Govel"nl'!ent on 
r~d i. nac tlvf1 wal'ite exrect.ed a pilot -dispo.:s.al. plant to be buU t 1n \995. It is hard to 
bcl.iovc ! lD could be so wrong but certainly the signs are thAt an increuing J'Wiber of 
exr.c:rt.~ question hi!i tii"'JSCale. • •• • 

The s=s !;tate111mt also •kes re!erence to the £9.)rr. researcl• program~~~C 
of. t he Dcrert-nt of the Enrl>o.,_nt Otl Ndioactive waste clisposal for" 1981/82; 
(A note or rnnta.sy hereJ · we are al.Nady nearly five ~ha into ·1981:) We too have 
st".ldied these dOCU.Jients in considerable detail. They corwiltt of a large nwlber of 
rel'Jnt\Y"Ch Mnt.rects, mstly-- to ~ - cne ellFI ttnl~ Stl~"M - to \f1'\i'ft~it1e!: l'nd the 
J H.•:. '!'l w:y c <.,vor Hactcl (:ord1t1onirt£. ~ologicnl d1!1Jfl0Sal and oceano£N.phiC .diapo!io.l. 
:"'-o~ nt'ft hir:hly theoretical, all are loq! teMG and none is in the lea::t "likely to be 
concl•Jdoo by 1 ?S'J - ir. adcHmn it is reasonable to doubt whether so~~~e of t.he!lt> contracts 
".-qJ f'!Ve!'l oo ruloca'W cl t·rl.thin that ti~. b_, PA~DoRF\ 

Mullwharcher 
tn 1he Houee of Commons on 4th 

Ma~P\, a-question waa put to the Sec­
regry of State for Scotland , by Mr. 
George Foutkea, c:once' nlng when and 
how he intends to announce his deCi­
sion on the report of the Inquiry Into 
the propoul to test-bore at Mullwhar­
char . 

Mr. George Younger's reply waa as 
folloWS. '"The report ia under consider­
anon. lt it not possible to MY at thla 
atiiQ8 when th& Oectalon will be 
announced. The normal procedure tor 
notifying declllona on planning 
appeata tt' the appellant , planning 
autborlty and other parties concerned 
will• totlowed ; I shall consider near­
er the time the form of any wider 
announcement whiCh may 1-)e made In 
view of the public intere::: in this 
caie.• 

ltle Mullwharchar inqL•Iry e.·.J ec ·.;; 
18th March lut year. This lone dt. .• 'I 
in .,.nounclng the decision Is " r·. i 
sinister . 

0 

----- - () 

tn response to the announcement 
about the Mullwharchar inquiry 
(whenever ·this happens) DumfrieS 
and Galloway Friends ~f -the &rth , 
and the Cempaign Oppo&lng Nuclear 
Oumpang are ptannlng a demonstra­
tion in Oalmefllngton, starting from 
the Loch Ooon road end at 11 ..a.m . 

This oemonstratlon will be the 
eec:onct Saturday after the •nrtounce­
ment . If this Is made on a Monday. 
Tu..O.y .ar.-.W~y. or the third 
Saturday after the announcement If 
made on a Thunday or Friday . The 
aim is to make a quick responee while 
allowing reasonable time tor organi­
sation I publicity . 

For further details contact Noel 
Chart ton at 09887-442. 

it1, J<.~.:u : June M~t at Mullwllarchar. 
Contact Kathleen Miller , 0644·3380. 

---------------- - ----



1)r 
Interview between Bell Barr1s and Valter Marsball. 

in. a prograaae OD C&pita.l R&ti•,Loadon. 

Ba.rria.Vb&t are the cu.rJ:eDt. plana ~or the diRpoaal of high level n. waste? 
Marshall.!he plua &re to vitri1') the fiaaion products ••• "l'h&t work is in ban d 
and shouJ.j be opemtiOD&l ac:ae tille il;l the 1980'e.~ce the :tiesion producb have 
been converted to the solid f'om,IIJ own view 1.8 that we should store it even lOO 
~ea.re.Bee&u8e th&t waste 1.B radioactive and,becauee its radioactive, ita actually 
generating beat.If ~ou bury soaetb1.Dg hot.,tben it beats up the surrounding rock 
and that ,in itaelf ,ll&kee you atop and aak, 'Does that -chlmge the env1.ron8nt -
le it & sate aDd proper thing to do?' 
And ~ou can avoid th&t problea altogether if ~ou don't hur%y to bury it at all. 
Harrls .Can you aee a tille when ~ou '11 be able to deaODBtrate a safe disposal route? 
Ma.rshall. I can aee strong arguaents for wanting to store waste for sc:ae considerable 
tiae - strong teclmie&l arguaents ••• If you sto:r:e it to avoid the heat question, 
you're setting the side benefit tbat,all th&t tiae, the radioa.ctirlty le d.ec&yiDg . 
'l'be ultiaate radioactivity that you get - say sc:aething f'ro.a JOO years 011W&l"ds - is, 
eftll 1f 7011 diaperaed it over the whole countryside,it wolld not be a ·~e&nt 
aMl~• ·'tto tM beoii&HIIIild t.Mt .. 'z. eat tiDe f'rca cranlt• &Dd tha natural 
ai!l-.oU~ ~ ~ 
bat 1 4o .... M " M Nm'ltt .la Air WtlaDl\e wo polatas you aek ae to demonstrate 
&lla lt 31 t2 1 

...... ~,_.,_p8 p ._,-pod tee!m1oal reasons why I 
.-f ..C .. lttitl£• fit 6 iiNil. ·So 4w OD t produee to you the deaODI!!tration 
Qat Y lMU... ia ..._ iM .... ~l:aiDg technical &rglDlents are that I OQght t o 
lltAim tt .,..l:t ad look &f'ter 1 t - 1 aean ayself, I ae&n t he nucl ear industry -
tor that length of ti.Jie, .50 t o 100 years . 
B&rris .Before the Windsca.le Inquiry, the nuclear industry had not. paid enough 
a.ttenti on t o the disposal oL nuclear waste? 
Ma.rsaal l.WeU,both yes a.nd n o .Iou eee,on t he B..l:'gUilents I've j ust given t o you, 
if you s ee very good techii cal reasons why you want to take y our ti.Jieto d o 1 t , 
you tend t o concentrate on those things you aust do now . Soaething you don •t want t o 
blpleaent for 50 - l()()yea:rs doesn •t a.ctua.lly cane high on the priority ll8t! 
Harrls.Do you think that nuclear waste wUl end up underground or underwater? 
Ma.rsh&ll.I think its too early t o 15&y. I think there's quite a good chance that it 
will end \@ neither,and that we will end up storl.n git for quite a l ong tiae •• • 
If you waited,not for ~00 ~ears,but for several hu:ndred .yea.rs , &ll the ~ission 
products would baTe gone and oyu a....-e then left wi t h the very l ong-lived radi oactive 
wa.ste ••• a different class of aateri.a.l.s tha.t we call a.ctinides .'l'hey a ctua.lly would be 
a useful fuel, lf we used thea in the fast rea.ctor.So that, i:f you want to be very 
specu.lative,you could tbinr about iil the future that i:f we buried t he V&8te a.fter,say 
l OO years,a few hundred years later ve aight be ~ i t up agai.n . But I don •t 
think that second reproces sing would be either necessa.:r::Y or econcaic • •• 
My present judgeaent is that the best t hing to do would be to bury it in l.&nd or 
bury i t under t he 8e&.And I certainly a,gree that we 11.ust pursue t he research 
prograaae we are now doing,energetica.lly .But,so far a.E !'- policy question 1s 
concerned,! want to keep all my options open. 

It is verth bearing in 11. ind what was • 
saiti at th~ EEC Co!l.ference on Waste 
Disposal .In I..ulre ... bourg in fi.ay ,8o . 
It vas suggested that a pr~:ra.;nl!\e 

for t he indefini te s t o-r-:>.P· ,. : ··::_ .:-.~ 
i s moPe acceptable t o 1. ~ · .• h ._; 

a rigid a.no earl y co!!llti . ~. 

f i nal dist>osal 'l'here woul - ··-. -~- c:. 
t iae for t he development c- ;: - ...... • 
able arrangements for fit ~~ ':JJ•"::- ~: . 
A waste processing anrl e~or~~~ 
progra.mtAe would aa.ke most s e r._" 
politically.econa.ically and t~c~J.ic­
a lly . ( note t he arder,~lth political 
c oming f i rst . ) 

I:P.~:LllfG L'l STIRLI~ • Ri:Rc •s first 

L ':""l.lie&ti o, to drill i:n;:; Perthshire 
><-:. ~ tU-"'"11~ ~ :~own by t he Stirl ing 
- • ~ric-~ -.:(qnoil.But the:t aa.de a 
. - :::md <.:;- 1 ~ ::.ution, a.f'ter ass uring the 
tcu.ncil ~hat it"' ha.d nothing to do 
with waste dUll ping as such. This 
re-appl i cation vent in a t the end of 
January a.nd h.a.6 been a ccepted , because 
NERC gave a n undertaking that i t has 
nothing t o do with waste dwnping . 



1" the last Waste Dumping newsletter, we reported that Somerset County Council had 
deciaed under section 48 of the Town and Country l'lanning .Act not to take a decision 
on NE~C's application for planning permission to test drill in Sedgemoor.Somerset 
requested a Plamrl.ng Enquiry lommission to look: 1nto the wider issues. 

Tom King, the Minister, has now responded that in his opinion there is "no merit in 
holding a Planning Enquiry Commission to examine for the eecond time the background to 
the bore hole programme.'.' He refe rored to the 1976 Royal Commlssion into Environmental 
Polluttion and suggested that that "WaS the appropriate forum i'or such debate.Somerset 
~r.re a-sked to re-consider the planning application. 

The Somerset Anti Nuclear Alliance o~ beard about this when it w.s announced 1n a 
local paper about a week before and none of the perish councils concerned were informed 
ro there was SCMJe fear that central Government W>ul.d apply pressure to rush it through. 
In response anti-nuclear groups and ecology parties in the areo. wrote in to the County 
Planning. Officer and a ~all petition was raised ~ the Bath Anti Nuclear Group.About 
forty people attended the meeting of the County Planning and Transportation Committee 
on April 1st, sang .soae songs and performed some theatre which was brieOy captured by 
local television. 

Penny Phillips, leader of the tory group on the County Council, proposed the following 
resolutions-

I) The-Committee regret that the 1-a.nister feels that there is no need for full public 
deb.:.t.e on the i.mplications of these applications and tha t. he has decided not t.o agree t •) 
its ~equest that he constitute a Planning Enquiry Commission under sections 4?- 49 of the 
Town and Country Planning Act,I971 in order t o determine them; 

2) Notwithstanding the Minister 1 s decision, the Comrni ttee still believes that the s e 
applications can be satisfactorily determined only in the context of a public ,enquiry into 
their real,national implications,so that interested members of the publ ic can make their 
views lmown, and in the circumstances the Committee feel they should !lOt determine t he 
&ppli:;ations until such a n enquiry is pos sibleJand 

3 ) t o inform the J<inister that, if the applicants lodge an appeal under s.-37 of t he 
Tow 1 .111cl Country l'.l.anntng Act 197! ael:i i nat a 'deemed r t::i"lum l ' or 1>la"ai ng comwnt, l.h··n 
th ... Coltllllll.teu 0,)11'-! l.lmt t.he i.<:!rms of r r.: !' ':' r• :nt•p of tH!,i' iot::.l €n'l1Jtl"y i.m.o t.ila l. ur>peltl wi.lJ 
be sufficiently wide-!'unging to cover l:i .i. l the impli.r,ut i on.s or thr;> applications. 

Somerset ' s stance i s very clever because the,y have no~ refusec on planning grounds 
nnc t.:H:y have not a ccepted the application either . In ei'r'ect., t he · are stating qui t e plai nl.v 
t h:..1 . i.t is not a p.l.B.JUling issue,that .i t .is politics! anc tbai is exactly the message t ha:t 
we !.:.1.·.r~ all been .trying to put over fo r qui te somc tt.e. I":. w~ll be interesting to see how 
t.lw ;.~ i.ni.s't.er responds in :this little game of chess . 

Davi f1 Tay ~or . 

, !3 St. J ames 's ~quare, Bath,boroerset . 
SomP~et Anti Nuc1Pa" Alliance 

\.- . ' ·I 
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(Jnions asked 
to black nuke 
wBsle dumping 
A C' AMP .+.IGN is undH .... ,. to let 
w u• YaioDt 10 prcwet tbt d11m· 
plllJ ,of alldcar want ia the ... 11 is 
kill& orJAAbed by die PCAP 
(Pnftect- ...s CoalcrvMJan ., 
A.llbu1s ....s Plao&lirt). So ,., ciabl 
~ ....... _, pablic 
,..,.. ~ ....... UMir lllppot1. 

' .... auddriM""' ., ........... 
~ ewer illmlllina atocb or 
~....ne---.,.. 

... ~ .. lOt "' ... tbal 
~ .. CJI'Iide • .-ft -ood el 
~of ll. 1U .,.._ IM ..a 
~h'e .............. -to 
- .. die .... 1011': kss ............... --
_._._,~ .... b-.. .,,.,.. ........ . 

ne obvtou& rta or ........ a * .. • die ..... ,.- of 
~ill M: _,.fiO(OI*f 
.... ..-c ..... .,. die -. LenD et-
--If fer-....ct, lbe--U.ia ....... .....,bytic ....... 
IYitY, - c:oat~lhe....rc::c of 
'MI of lilt ..td'f _,... _. dlr 
~-orrooctrarlll 
...me life. 

MaJ\Y ~na. IDc1adiDa tt~t 
us.~ . ..,_Y uc1 A.usua 
••e _..,...,_.Ill 11&, bat Bri­
raia &iu~DPS 011 dw ~ ~eak . 

AJ ~ ....-at TUC OaeftftnC!r 0111 
EllcriY (27 FAnaary) -.;ority opi· 
aiDe was 'f•~'* 10 • clocuiMftl . 
llft:ICII&cd by tbe Flld alld Power ln· 
d~~auin CoauniltK, that a6vocalrs a 
eoaUiluatiorl or a 'balaoced merJY 
llralcn' i.Aciuddla tbt apua.ion or 
tbe oudcar proJrAmllle. This docu· 
mcnr RCS DO illl11pcrabk ~ 

£3,300m 
BNFL (Brltlah Nucte.r Fuels Ltd) 

hu announced a £3,300 million dev­
elopment programme tor the next 

=:' aubjeet to approval by the 
· t. The company expectl to 

be to ral• an but £850 million 
traftt11a own •mtnga. 

ot thta huge aum of money. aoo­
·1000 million (January 1880 priceS) 
wtu be epent on the oonttructlon of 
THOAP, the reptocelltnD plant that w• lM aub)ect of the Wlndtcete 
Puf»>lc Inquiry In 1877. Thla plant will 
reptOCIU the uranium oxide fuel from 
the AGR programme. Another £365 
mutton ta to go on ,....,-ctt and deVel­
opment of THORP. The twfurbishlng 
of the Magnox reprocealng plant and 
vltrHicatlon hat been allocated £1000 
mlllton. The vitrtfk:atlon programme 
will 001t upwards of 2200 million, and 
la planned to be In operation by 1887. 
The p&ant la to combine the bel1 
featurM of the Harvest programme 
and the French vitrification process. 

Not all the money la to be apent at 
Wtndleale. £450 million 11 to go on 
centrifuge enrichment et Cepen­
hu1'8t, £5 million on fuel canning 
tacutt... for the AGR programme at 
Sprtngflelds. An unspecltktd amount is 
to go on new lhlp• and apent fuel 
contatnera. 

Nuc~eer E~ tna.mauonal 
F..,.._ry1•1 

.......,. ....... "' .......... tl&7,.. .... .......,. ....... 
UK: The Pafldcal Ecology Rawct1 GrouP 
tfiiERGI ~ Oxford "publltNd a report In Ja· 
MWY lbout ~~of • tM. • .,. .,... w ...... ...,0Cilllk1t plant ., 
,., • ,... ...... uaottoft of ldantlftc u ....... 
In the npon lhoWI 1Nl the .nount of 

.GiriOJir c.et In Cumbria, at 1he Wilt ~ 
~ em.ln, .. -..mlf9y ~ 1Nrt the 
~ ....... 
The fin ., the reac:tor eoot. place in ()eu). 
.. 'UIS7. Aftllr 42 houn the damlgl ttom 
~ -- .....,..; «10.000 c:urill of 
~ matanal had been ,.....-et Into 
... -'tanment. 
1'be WlndloaM .-p~IDCIIIing .,.... wftldl 
...... GPer'8Cint In 1862, wal PR+ ••• ,-ct 
to ~ plutonium tot the "....., 

.......,_ lftdunry end to Ne! fait brleder 
nuclear ..acton. WMn the pt.-t doled 
down In t813, 11\0 more tta.n 100 111n1 of 
urwtlum ~ Md bMt1 -~. 
ftRG condudea In Its ,.port th11t the WtnCf. 
... plant llinc:e 1862. clun,.,.s half. ton 
of pt6tonium .. .,.. • pipeline Into 1he 
... h .. m. onty riOfocet~loe .,..,, In the 
wurtd rablaltnG plutOnium Into the anviron· 
ment directly. 
ec.tilct: PERO Oxfwd ........ T.,..,, 34 
c:..ta¥ RNII, Odent, Ult. T•.:~~ 

---------------· - ·---
with oudcu C&«<Y· PCAP miCIWt 10 ~ 
te« ttw aaaa.k ~· &lme c» 
tiDiOM are 811rea6y behiAd &hem. 
,..,. bopc .... J~ Qormky will 
IJDlSCY. • raolurioll ao CGnpas 

. ..,&lnst damJIIlll. If diU was e · 
ccpted and &miOfl measbcft Rhaed to 
move th.n•astc, radioediwc d.unpUI.a 

Eoolog~r group backs 
plan for Windscale 

l•t JU c:ouid nul. 10011. 

--~ ..,.:.:u~'' 
-f-) 

R01&z}M1 

T~ w~ I 600l. at 11 ~~ tha t 

W1r\Oscatt 1s n~artv 300 mtte~ 
from London as the crow fhes 
- IOCIOernMiy COuld you get 
one of vour bulfons to WOik. out 
rust haY-. la• " contarmncll~ 
crow Cctn t ly7 

Prom Jobn Cbartres 
M&DC.beite: 

The West Cumbnar: branch 
·ef friellCU uf tht Earth. l.:adin~ 
eppoar"lU m t.ht' p 3St of m&ny 
of the dr.·elopment~ a: the 
W~e nudcar C<• Diple=-, 
ban decided to -.upport prnpn. 
Llh ~r •n adtht ic.na: wutc: 
lotiltmmt pi& m t h r re . 

Officials o f the l>r 01no.:h mad~ 
?!ear vesterda) , lw"·cv .. t . th.n 
they woulrJ nc,··~ r wt•rcomt: :\ny 
i11~13tion th;u ,rodues ~ 
tomum, 1be raw lll l tenal ni 
IIUCiear WMpons. Tbrry arc PH"· 
J~ared to auppnn a p1 est"nt plltn. 
ninJ: applic«lton a s " cnJH ribu. 
tiCin l u inprovc·ment~ m w ,nl£· 
man• s:emeur prnc.ciurt-.s 

In a ie11cr t o Cn~l:wcl 
Boro~~. Co•mcil. no•' 1·. ,. p lan· 
n.n~t 11uthont\ f nr tht• \ \lrnc· 
scale area, Mi J ... 111 Prccd) , the 
S~e'lary o l 1 hr· bram:h, pornt s 
ou: tha· r. ... nrl!llllt:Union h:.r~ 
' " ''P. :~~k .~ Rrirr~h :>:uclc:J: 
Fuels t .• tnd:: •·' lh~ l , ·,·t:l ~ ••t 
rad ioaClivit)' t r. tht• m ar t•r;il!s 
t o ins: ioto rh t propolcJ p lilnl 
C4mpZ~rtd w ith l hO$<' t>! thc­
tru.t ed ~·ant . 

.. S ince thrs informa~iou h:~<­
bren withheld r: ; , impc.s:.:bJ~ 
t n j udc.l' whether lhe peor lt· nf 
\\iP.st Cumbnt will bene!:t u• 
Jouifer radi•' ln£1\..illly from t n•· 

opH lt •oo of the:.e plants''. he 
sa"~ 

· rbe lcir cr, whteb is t o be 
constdere d by Copcland p lan· 
n.in t; committee toda~. also ays 
t nat • s.~uted new road to 
the wor::s i' unnt>ceuary • nd 
t hlt.r il · · f!r,' en Iteld" site o ut · 
s• c!t· 'he C l.! •uog works boun· 
ua~,- shou lo br- • Uowed only if 
11 ca n b e ~howo th~r lt1tore ts 
no altern.ll l\"i' 

ll •rucsuons the bcne!:cial 
eifec: on l»cal employmeot 
bcc"u<.c- the comp:my has satcd 
on I, t lw ; sumc oe.w job~ w\11 
h·· rreated "Wt infer thAt the 
·non .. >.:.: •.,·ill ._,. Vf'r,· small" M r 
J'l"f'"Ch <..IV1 • 

\\ r J:ill kad;:cr . • l'~kt'5mlm 
fnr 1 h" hr;~nrh . "'id vrJ;trortiay 
t h.• · 1 ~ houl J.Upp->rtccl thf' pro­
po~~ ! becau"~· tt ivcn c to rta in 
a•<;UrJr:t t'$ nlP-mh .. r~ ~aw ir ;~s 

being '" hne with rhf' inlprovr­
men rs in ""'"'t' man~~;emront at 
Wmdsc:-~ : ., tl.t• h><~ trmsr:~nth 
.:a n.•,! lor m 'h" p:1~· · 

lt rto:-rnrr:- If' tlt r 1·nrinsm nf 
" l' '""c:' l•· l '~ or.: rl• rrr~ C'on 
l·ttnro! il\ • rrr••n t repnn b )' 
till' ~rrd~n ln<.t.J!ilttinn~ l n~rcr · 
IO IOI IC . !\l r f..l,i:; :- ·· !'o:tid : '• _An, 
lll \·•·c ~ 10 CUI UOt. n thr ti<;k n l 
r-.ri i :~t i lm ( X~···l• ~:or t he· 111 "" 
~ho!Jl't h e ~t, ••• _,, .. u ·U f·n 1-"~r .,H 
lJ : (~·· \\C': fh. 6 llt :attd '"'~ 
p.:oht ·· 



SCRAM E,.,gy Bulletin Aprii/May 1881 

Waste Workers at Risk 
On 8th January 1981, a fire broke 

out In a trench ltotage facility for high 
level rw:lioectlve wMte at Cep la 
Hague - the French reprooeealng 
plant near Cherbourg on the Nor­
mandycoat. 

The main union atthe site, the C.F .-
0 . T ., hlld demanded Checka on the 
storage trencttee In the north west cor­
ner of the site a year before, Including 
a permanently attended alarm system. 
Nothing had been done by COGEMA, 
the company which runs the plant , 
and although the fire began at 5 a.m ., 
lt was not properly detected until 
10 a.m. The union demanded evacua­
tion of the building doWnwind from the 
storage tank at 1.30 p.m., but this was 
Ignored, and the wotkers continued as 
normal until -4.30 p.m ., when they 
went home. 

19 workers close to the north west 
corner of the site were contaminated 
and one painter received a dose of 6 
rems (5 rema le the maximum permitt­
ed yearly dose). Higher levels of 
caesium than normal were measured 
Inside cenal:1 buildings because the 
air system was pumping contaminated 
air In. The w()fl(era were auspiciOus 
about other radiation haZards since, 
in the past , the management has ad­
m itted relea.ses of caesium, beCause 
that lr the least dangerous radio nu­
cleld~ However, the workers have 
atron' reason to believe tf\at the es­
cape of plutonium and strontium ~s 
taken place undeclared. At the pen­
meter fence on the 6th January 1981 . a 
level of radlatloo was observed to be 
ten times higher than the ttmlt. 

~ 

ILV~;~ c~ ~ 
Three hundred vehteles haO to be 

decontaminatec on 7t:-: January . al­
though th1s w~ only dons after the 
union put pressurE\ on the manage­
ment. On 9tn January . 1200 workei6 at 
Le Hague demonstrated outsld~ the 
director's office to demand proper In­
formation aoout accloents. and more 
st ringent a ppllcat10r. 01 regulations, 
ootn or• personal radiat ion levels and 
on rapid evacuation procecure~ 

Risks Min,mtsed 
At tf\ls t ime . the mana?ement sti ll 

had no answer to the sudden fIre lr the 
waste storage. No turther instrumel'­
tauon had been installed (as reQues\ed 
by the union! to measure -exactly 
was being put 1n tne trench, and what 
vol um~ was tnere . The attitude of 
COGEM A was to min1m1se the loci­
den: : •u Hague b leas dangerous 

than a e.ctory mailing women'a 
dothel. Statlstlca can prove W, de­
clared M. Delange, the director of la 
Hague. Thla la after a year of lncl­
dentl, Including 2 flree, a well u a 
complete breakdOwn of the electricity 
aupply for aeveral houra, endanger­
Ing the aafety of the cooling ayatem fOf 
the waste (15th Aprll1880). 

Demands 
On 13th January 1981, the reaulta of 

tests were revealed . ahowlng that 
some alpha rays were emitted , sugges­
ting plutonium eacape . A union 
commlaaion was set up to Investigate 
this . The C.F.O.T. had already com­
plained that not enough Information 
was glverl about strontium and plu­
tonium releases. The C.F.O.T . has 
taken a militan1 line In Insisting on 
their right to information and as much 
safety as poaalble for their workers at 
La Hague. Since COGEMA became a 
private company (lt was sold off by 
the French State) conditions have 
bcOme even worse. •tt Is Intolerable 
that because of a political desire to 
show tf\ey are In control of the situa­
tion, they expose the workers to risks 
wh ich could affect them physically In 
the future~. Frequent reports made by 
the C.F .O.T. show they have reason to 
make such bald statements . 

They demand: 
1. That union representatives be 

allowed to atop machines that 
are oangeroua. 

2. That Information on the safety 
of the lnatallatlon Is open to 
workers . 

3. That Individual records t>e held 
by each worker of h la /her radia­
tion Mw81s. 

-4. That an epldernologlcal atudy be 
done on nuclear Industry work­
ers In F ranee. 

Windscale 
In Brltatn. the G&MWU hll! oeen 

try1ng to maKe conditions tor worKers 
at Windscale better . BNFL (the state­
owned company which runs Wln6-
acale) has not alwaya been co-opera­
tive Last year, G&MWU proposed 
that supervisors should recti fy poten­
tl&ll) nazardou~ situations without 
waiting tor trlE> &arrr- to Dt' soundec 
BNFL replied thal supervisors were al· 
ready InstruCted · proc>~'l~ ·• ano the 
matter could always ::>e tal<en up at the 

time with •higher levell of manage­
ment' . 

Like at la Hltgue, management at 
Wlndacale do not consider evacuation 

8 ttkely poeafblllty, although there 
have been Mrioua Incidents at Wind­
scale too. Queriel from the G&MWU 
are frequently passed from the wotks 
at Wlndscale to the BNFL Health & 
Safety Committee. In the same way, 
COGEMA at la Hague refuses. to 
comment on certain areas, referring to 
the Government Safety Committee In 
Paris. There, hoWever, very little In­
formation Is released , as was shown 
when one demonstrator, Brlce Lal­
onde, went to demand to see the safety 
report on storage of waste at La 
Hague on the day after the fire . He 
was refused after a day's wait , on the 
grounds that •-tM peeceful debate be­
tween experts must be guaranteed • . 

Evidently ... great deal of preaaure 
will haVe to come from unions before 
any Information will be forthComing 
from either gDYernment or manage­
ment In the reproceaalng Industry . In 
France. the CFOT Is highly critical of 
the provisional storage of waste , and 
the careless way In which lt Is done. lt 
doas not "'Ish to aee any more lmpon­
ed nuclear waate arrtvlng at L8 Hague. 

p,......re Needed 
1t Is time the British unions Involved 

at Wlndacale took a stronger stand on 
the health ancfeafety of their workers. 
The CFOT ha¥8 not succeeded In their 
struggle yet, ~ut they have their too• 
In management's door, and they are 
strong enough not to have that door 
slammed In their face . Wlncllcaa. ta 
no a.u dangerous and lrreeponalbte 
than u H8gue, 'a recent report from 
PEAG ahowa that lt 18 won~e but well 
h ldoen from the public eye.) 

Senous accktentaat either La Hague 
or Windsea'- would affect huge areas 
of both countrlell - La Hague is near­
er to London than to Parts) Trade 
umonists who demand safety a~ nu­
clear installations are protecting them· 
sel'les , their relatives. and their wholE 
society. 

Good reading: Nur Maa : Agenot 82. 
70p from Smiling Sun or mall order 
(p&.p 20p). 



Jindscale report demands changes 
Pe.arce Wri&ht 

.,eieuce Editor 
Snere c:riticillna of p.ut ~er;y arran ... 

1UDU at the auc:Jnr w.- lae1 repl'oeec· 
)'ig plaQt of Britilh NUtlear luial ·•t 
Wiidic;ate. ~ •• ...., i:S 
e~?a:c~-
~ ...... J*Dd..cd 1S ··~ Ntomae~ .U ID81IY 'llliaor OINIJ, 

etfec:riDJ tbe menapment of tbe fut.ory, 
.eiich bandlet all ee WMte fuel frcJD 
•uclear power ttaticms in Britain and laa:i 
hiJ conrracts for reproc~ waste from 
other European countrift aad from 
japan. 

Aooouncing tbe report tn dle CoiiQDOns 
yesterd~. Mr Norman UsQoat. U•fer· 
Secretarv of Sute for Eneru, .ur ~ 
deficiencies had existed, but euy of the 
safety recommendations bad been imple­
mented and otben would be unr.411Ced 
ur.2ently. 

The investiption beJ!an more than 11 
mon1hs ago after inciMnu in which 

workers bad been cootarmo.ated aod 
ndio.cd'~ liquor bad lealced. The 
·lmmdtte caw" of the inquiry was tbe 
1~ of "-rae ~uaotidu af contaminated 
wa.- ·bll.:i~n,_ 90oda c:onuinin& un­
""" a C · tll!lf,UjA[ The loa had IOU 
-~._...,.m .. 

't1ja ·~ ill ~binc some of the 
_...,:~~ Uicidents. disclosed'"-' ... ,..! . ·· ' tb~ .. - 100,000 curl\!'• ql 
.....__ ry ~ over a. ~no.,.,._ofo 
,... . one iilo. The maltl&~nt &l 
~~~ for that accident, heV'JOI aDOW!l, 
tla~ rtfOrt Mid. leek of juci£ment met wet; C<~Mtioum8.111. 

The ttaJiaeered par;t or the svstem, 
dtottab, aot .metria& ·pntsent ltllndards. 
would.. odlel'Wis.e ha~ bee:~ adequate to 
prnoatt 6at u.ddent. ·in tbe Yiew of the 
Health llnd Safet7 E:tllCutive's investip­
tort Qd dtree ouuide consuhanra. 

Those consultant~ wue : Mr F. MorJe,·. 
aecretary of the National Radio logica~ 
Prot«tion Board. Mr T. A. Parry, deputy 
head of research and dnelopment ser­
"'ices at Pilkington Brothers, and ,Pr D. A. 

WJI!~f· former aenera.l managa-, Group 
Safety ~ealre, BP Tradrng. 

'n?e hlvest~ton traced the roor~ of 1hc 
tro~e to 1971, when Windscale was 
~red from the United Kin(ldom 

Mt.J.Y Authority _ t_o a n~~ly 
· holly owned aul*daary. Brrtuh 
1' el1. 

The t"eport's finl conclusion nid that 
t.y -Se early 1&70s· AfetY -"ndar~ at 
~e IMd d«eriorated to aD 
~<111 ~vel. 

llltCII'Ps an manqemeat procedure~ 
neette<t to ensure a secure JBfet;v system 
were laid down in the repor:, ancl&adiog 
the menllheninl of the technical luppon 
aroups responsible for pro>,id in~: a safety 
.enice. the dtwelopmenl of 11 qoai ity 
lLUU':"IflCe organitaaOD respondble for 
standards from desip to c.ommissiou in~ 
&nd me introduction of safetv audits. 

British Nuclear Fuel, said last ni;ht 
tbet the report . was fai.r, comprehenaive 
and c:>nsrructiYe. All its recommenciar ion~ 
bad been • ccerned. .Most of those yet ro 
he implemeJued would be dealt witl: 
durin& the next few m onths. 

Reprocessing Needed for Future 
Energy Projects: Conferenc~ 

HC'p roc..·essl n~ or spent 
nude:lr lut'l will continue to be 
an Jmponant part or nudNl r 
<'!ll'rgy pro}ccL-.. accordill~ LO 
pl~~ ~·c..· t :-:!'. and cncr~y expcn;:, 
whr> ;.!:o lhl•rcd from around lhl' 
worl(l .Jl Uw Japan Atomic 
Jndu,;t r:~ll Foru m Annual 
Con!c..•n•r.t.'C in Tokyo Thursday . 

On l ht: fm31 day or the lh.r 
do,· conf<-rencc. some or 
pai1tctp:ulls cxprCSS(.-d 
op:tm1s1n lh::11. lhe rt'CCnl 
A m c:-nc;&n policy fr 
po stlton t o sup rt o r 
r<"pr<X:l':'~lng will l'lcl nuclt'a r 
<'nL'rgy d<'\'Ciopmcnt. Affil.'ru.:an 
opposttlon to rcp ing had 
b <"cn a m ajor poi nt o r 
di ~:tgrc-..'mcnt het n J apan 
and thl' Carter ad! mstrauon 

1\ccoratn!! to t c ext"CUth'<' 
\' ice presi.dent f the t:.S. 
• \tom•r lndust 
E dwlll :\. \\'iggt . "'rh<' new 
admu11stration l Washington 
cnn h<'<!n expert to restlnd 
the ll tOl' ftllilc d<'{ r ral o f spent 
luc:l t l'processin t h:ll wa~ 
lmpos::d by · the Carter ad· 
tmr::,;~:·:~tton si!lce ' t has prO\'Pn 
to llc :1 p.Jlicy of f-dcnsnl <Jnd 
ec•11l• 'm:_. pr•nalt ) .' 

··H 1:' a policy 
oOwt nth'lcar nail 
~cril>t·<l or c.Jn IK.' X!A!C'lL'tl tu 
subscnt>c." .he adoro 

Spc:l'-1111! t>elort' tnc !temOOn 
s C s s I 0 n . \\' l g g 1 S ll I d 
~ ls .-_p lalle 
..-x n ">GU 

breeder reactor 1 f'l!R ;. whtch 
the current R cagan a d · 
m mist r ation has endor-sro. 

1\ccording LO \\'tggm. tile 
Aml·rlcan nuc:l • 

"' _ _...._.,,..essin~ aanou~l 

m y nl<.:al prol>eltns 61ill 
m n to t>esot\·cd. 

Early Day Motion 
An Early Day Motion ha& been 

tabled ~Y John Tllley , M .P . for Lam­
beth Central. 'This House calls on the 
Government to establish a public In­
quiry Into the safety apects of tran­
spon of nuclear waste producta with· 
In the United Kingdom' - E .O.M . 
No.16. So ta r over forty MPs have 
signed the motion . · 

The Greater LOndon Council recent­
ly called tor nuctear wute to be re­
routed around LOndon, ana both Tory 
and Labour Boroughs In London are 
calling for a public Inquiry, ea are 
Worcester and lpswk:h . 

Groups a ll aroun'd the country are 
organising wrlte-lna , and all people 
tctlve In the anti-nuclear movement 
ke urged to write to their M Ps . 

t letters are available and also a 
leafle, o mpalgn with 
your local council A..,. trom 
LRWTC,c /o16K ... Avenue, 
SW4. 

OOt: - thf' 'Oa.n ish Anti - Nuclear Ca.mpa.icl 
havP :::. ~<' ~ ~" ;_ -waste CaJ'Ipai,;n . This was 
pro: ·:. ed by -:1,::. itr..s. by the Nuclear 
ind ;try t C" • .:.....,e sol ved t h'l' waste proble'!il. 
E:;....~~ •• the D:i.n.ish ele ctricity utility 
h3.ve carried out test b orings in a salt 
d0111e i n N. W . Jutland . The report has been 
postponed but i s no\ol expected t o be 
published s OJRe time i n May - so t here wil 
be aore news of t his in the next issue. 



~rom Peeoe Kews 6~h Karch 81 letters page 

NUCLE~R WASTE VIA HL~~L 

w~ have just received .fnf'ormation thPt ·nuclear waste 1s bei'ng 
tNnsported tb.J'ough Hull dooks from eithe-r z·eebrugge or :~otterdaUl 
To indscale (-J) Jleedlea.e to sey all ot'f'ic1al sour.cee deny th1s 
end the onlY ~ead we be•• ~a a 4oeker who ·will ·inform us when the 
next load comes in. 

fie wouldbe reall7 gra .• ful i:f you or any other groups you know 
of oould g1Ye ·us any 1bf'o .. mat1on that would help us. ·It goe·s by 
road so even what the bloody stuff ~ooks like would ·help; also 
things "like how long wa~e stays in the docks; what ·sort o~ 
security tne stuff gene.ra1ly has; wha.t 'anyone else has done to 
stop a truCk on the rosa; do they n~•$lly stick to regular 
routes/times etc. 

:'l'hanks .overy auoh 

:Chris Snell 
Hull Libertarian Colle.ct!ve; 
66 Usyfield $t~eet, 

HULL -Micronesians want complete ban-

1Vucleal· waste dztn1ping lzalted, bz1l .• . 
-AG."NA. Gu:un ('I'M NYT 

Ne,.·s ~rvict) - ·Micron.:si~n 
governmenls and antinuclear 
activists believe.: that they ~vc.: 
succeeded in hahinll. at lcasl 
for .thi..., )'c.-ar, ~ plan b y th~ 
hpalk'ile .,,, dump r.Wiuactivc 
~·aste t'ron• thdr 21 nuch:ar 
r~tors into the P.acific, north 
ot' the ~briana i~lands. 

In a petition Ming dr:UteJ 
for pte10cntation lo lhc Japa­
nese -p3rt•atn.:nt. aho:: G~crn· 
ment ot' Ulc CoiDnlonY.~alth 
of ·ab: .northem ~l:lri:mus­
Guam is the .only one oi the 
t.brian.ts n.M :. .member on th~ 
C ommonwe:ahh, which · is un­
der Amtrican tmstceship-will 
asl.: .lor complete ebandon­
ment of. the dumping iM'":ram. 

Lut Novemb<!r, •n . offl~i:s l 
dek:[!:ttion from th~ J:~pancs~ 
Science and l' echnology 
Attenc:y (ST A) visited Guam 
for two da)'s of ull.:s with 
GuiUD:lnian Government offi­
cials and a full d:Jy or pubh.: 
bc:arings in the legislature in 
an effort to convince islanders 
and thdr Gllvcrnmcml that a 
plan to bc_;in experimental 
chs&Aping of unatl quantities 
of low-level wa~tc about '1,000 
miles nonh or here y.·;~s S:lfc. 

Sub...cqucntly. -vndcr the 
pbn. Japan w~ &o bo:gin 
dnmpin~ all of lhc W:J~tc mat­
eriah. now ~inr stor .. 'd in 
mc:t.ll drums •t 1hl! 1'cactor 
sitei, into the se3 at the ~m.: 
SJ'IOl. FoliM.iug the pr~rip­
aion of lhc London Dumping 

Convention of 1975, th.: 
drums would be endo~cd in 
concreto:, would b.: resist:mt to 
.. ·:u.:r prc~sur.: :and wouiJ be 
sunl: at a d epth ot mor.: th:tn 
Jl,OOO l_.t. 

In ~·nopcr:~ti•m with Jap:1·· 
n~·s..: cnvir.uuu~·nt :tl. ;.~nllnu­
c:lcar and fish~rnu:n ·s ~troup~. 
the island JtW.:rnm~nts :.nd a.:­
t ivists have ·pre->ented n unit.:d 
fmn t &!lain~ &h.: plan. lslauJ 
officials -h:a\-c tourt>d hpan. 
sp.::ll..inl: .at 1)fOll.''t rallie-; :Jnd 
putting-their c:~sc to Govcru­
ml!nt atteooin at all levch. 

L:nt Ocrolxr. Mayor Felipe 
.~Jendiola •f Tini:m. the: islar-. 
from whiCh American bomb­
ers took ·•ff to drop atomic 
bombs on:t-lirets.hima and N:~­
ga541ki. w.erll "' far :as to 
threaten . ;bpancse ~udi .. '1lcc.:~ 
~;ith dc:molillhing mcmori:~ b 
to Japanese w:u dead on Tin­
;an .and •ro'\\'mg them into 
the sea if llumping toot.: place.:. 

'Without public announ.:,·­
ml!nl, J~Jn indi.::~rcd ):ht 
month that it h;1d put oft its 
plan to b<·gin c :-.pc:riml.'nt ;l! 
dumping this y..:.1 r. In J.l nu:~ry . 
disdosin~ ih budget for th~· 
coming f~l ye..1r, th.: !..:iencc 
and t.:Chnol.,~y a~c:ncr said 
that thl! bulk "f its funds fe>r 
the .du~pt-. .: pro:-;,m ~ .:re 
eo:nmittro t,, fun! . r surv~,., 
of oce:an T Jdi \\aCtl ·; j(\ a n,! 
tcs~ o( prcssurc-pr•lt>l · ·disp.'­
Qidrum\. 

Thl! only other appropria­
tion hs one o f abC\ut 
$350,000 ~ finance cxplana-

ton· films and pamphi.:tc; and 
tra~el o f sci.en .;~ ag.:nc.-y oif i­
ci:lls to Micronesia, prcsum­
ablv Cor funh!!r expl.lnati.)05 . 

·=Cic3rly, tht J:~panesc havo= 
a' \"l."l'V str<'nl: intention of sell­
in\! tho.:ir riJn th l~ y.:ar," >:l i.i 
J~·li• ·· v .'\ . <.o .. l.. :• 
I.J'A\ .:~ who i ~ 'chJirm:tu n! th.· 
1\tarian:t 1o alham:e a!!ain"t 
n••d.:ar dumpin:;. ' 'Th<')' ~·i ll 
in ... ill! Glw~mm..:nt lt:ad.:rs '•' 
hpan 3oJ oft.:r ec?nomi..: aid 
in return for stt,ppm~ Of'f>''~~ ­
l ion t•' llumrm\! ... 

Co.>k qu<>tc!\.! a lc::ulin~ o i ­
ficial o( S"! , \ :lS havin:_! Sol id 
to lh.: pr,•.;s a !tcr the bucl:;ct 
announcement: ··w.: will con­
tinu~ to luve a pl..m to dump. 
\i;e did AOI f i\'e up th.: p lan." 

B:Ardy exr~ : .:, .:.J but 
c \'u.lcnt b.!hinJ m Jn' an\!n 
comments i~ a. feci. <!',: hy · 1;. 
la.nJ~r~ that th.: Ln ::.:.l !':at..'> 
is lcuin>! them U•H\ n t'l\' "''t 
tal.: in~ up th~ c:u J\!,· i~ f<)£ 
•hc:nl. l'tl a statcmenl J.;;: y.·ar. 
(j,l\ , ) ' .Jul ;\1. Cal\ t) .;,j (ou .::n. 
3 R..:;-uhii.:ar.. ;.~.;.-u,..:c.l t !:.· 
•·nlJ i•n nu~i'-'.t !' fh'"" '·r .... :· ""' tli l· 
C..\i.l f ~~.IJll H, .! t h~· L1n rh·. ! 't ... h · ' . 

N sh:.ortni a J :ljiJI'•'": ' 11.: ·.~ 
tl;::u P.1ci ti..: b i.1nd,:: · .. b.:.: .. :.;· .. : 
the: re nu S<) f~w of t h .::1:, ::~ r .· 
tXfKndablc. 

•·The onh· rc:~.SOn:lbk con­
clulii&ln is th3t the ri,;k ia.:tM 
i~ dt<cu:~o;eJ becau.;,· th.: a ~.· :~ 
i~ sr:lr.;.:l~ . rath.:r th.<:l 
dcr-scly . popul:ucl.i:· th:: ~· '' ­
~mor So.lic!. -Rc: .. tatd. it' th::~::­
i~ An accidc.:nl. (ewe~ flo!~r!·· 
will ~ ~ilk'd or mu:i i:H.:J: · 



ir!;t Report fron~ the Select .coi.d.ttee on lnercy, The Governnrent 'e Statement on the 
Naw Uuclear Power Progra11118, ·R.eYiev or Vol,1l Re-port and Miftitea, (it 114/1, £.5.)0 
t 1,(\ 1· ,,.;";.1.~1 ·n. J 

( F' tr.u re~ 1 n f'Arenthe se s 1'e fer to PAra sra ph nu~e rs. ) 

Tht~ Rer10rt, which 1.s one volui'IIA of rour, presents the findings and op1n1oru. 
of u,~ ·Co17111\tt.ee hut nonn of' the .wid.,nce. At £5. 10p for 124 p.'t,.es it i.s ono of 
tJ.n IIO&t Olltr~al' ~~penetve p.tbl tett\onn at P~•tl'- "011 IJaltt. T~ cnnl•nts crF 
t.b1 other vnltunes, which eor,,.i.At of ~viflftnc9 and ~~~tmorAl"Xill subJilitt.ed, are listed 
tn thiS' one. Vo.l.l. lt: le otJvltMf• t.tlat ·theta voluttllln aN ttft8ttnt1al rnarl\nJ~ rm-
"11 ~flr\ou~ crit\cA or ·nuclear power. As, inevitably, they run to 6 - ?00 pages 
"'"'' • I I 1 ·• ul•v \u"" t.l"'t. t,t.,. rr\c:ft c,r u .... ,.., vnluiM, w\11 enmn .. that thD.v •"' 
not ~o ~t.udJerJ. Thls ootrar.eouft fJ:lt.uation mlat be the reYiewer•s first co,..nt. 
'll bl l nfoM'tAt.\on, vithout whtch no opi nlonl!! on nuclear ~~~atteMJ can be soundly 
based h : wHI:I~ld because it is secret; or coJI'ImBrcial-eon!'idential: or deliberately 
~rle t.oo t)X~n5ive to buy. 

Jt b t.i,. tu flk)ttnt A frontAl at.t.•tcl< npon thi~ iniquitous situation. The anti­
nHclenr r:10verrwnt as s whole should fund its own infot"Mtion clearing-house, This 
!:h0111r:t do nothinr. else but study am objectively analyse infol"JQ&tion of this sort 
for the benef1t of the whole IIIOVe~nt. I privately calculated recently that if in 
P11. ndora we had studied all the docu~Mntation we should have done. 1...t would have set 
'l.~> b~ck we)) ov~r £2000. There is no doubt that this situation, if not actively 
contri ved by th6 political er.tsblbhJ'IIent. js at least veleOMd by it and it ia t~ 
to rssi5t. •••Activists in ANC and elsewhere Please respor~ to this suegestion. 

That being said, there is fortunat ely little in this Report of direct corr.ern 
to t;:; . The Cormrl.ttee d1d not deal with nuclear waste, holdin£ that this topic 
was the con::ern of other Solect Col'Jmittees Dumpint: a nd t ra r.sport do feature -

in VC.Il. 2 . r . : 51-!-- )58, being Q. 1175 - 12J. l. 

NtJclearleakconcealed by Japa.ne:se company 
I • ntn f'r1er lfaclhurat 
I ul..yn. A~~t• il 20 

The \caklce .of ndio edi,.e 
"· a~tc from a nuclear power 
1.t3tion lur aonlit wu acbnit· 
t t>d over the wHkend by the 
.l~tpan Arnmic l'cnter Com~ny. 
'l'ht." cnmp3n"l.' a.;d off1CJ8.b 
covered up thr net that u 
csri lll&ted 40 c!Mtu: metr• of 
r;ultoactive cluc&,e flowed Oftr 
t iH· top of <1 filter tank in the 
power 5talion ftear tbe town of 
Tsurug.a i n Fukoi prefecture. 

Government officiah who in· 
spL-cted the phnt today aaid 
the rad ioaetin material flowed 
omo the Uoor for th~ houn 
on Narci. 8 after a c<~reless 
worker forJ!OI· t o c:iose a valve. 

lt i~ believed that a lar&e 
<Am ount of radioa<tin &lush 
flowed into a manhole in rbe 
floor of 1 be buildfog and dOwn a 
ra inwater 1lraill luttifte re the 
~e;~ 

Official~ safd a lar.:e s.ectiCXl 
n-f the wa•le d isrm~~ l mant w;os 
cuntaminatec ~· c. h·~~ level 
o l radioacuvirv. Workers were 
told to colleCt the waste in 
p lastic budr:ers after lhe n.k 
wa~ d iscovered. 

A ~po.kesmall {or rilt S~nce 
,1nt1 Tcchno)og:.· A ~cncy u icl 
11tc compa11y iailee l O report 
1he- a ccidenr and th r:- midlap 
"' •• s u.iscovereo on h when 
snentisu reported a hlch lenl 
"' NldioactrvJ~· ,., t he aleabed 
••• Tsuru.e<~ Bly last wt!ek. 

" Th1~ is .. .., unprecedeoredly 
.:ravt' iJX:iden·r which c.ould 
rct<~rd our PI"'Ot"mme 110 build 
m nre nucie• r ~wer stations ". 
a1: of£iCJal f rom me Mtn.ist ry 
for lmernariona l Tnde Uld ln· 
d ustrv declared 

Offtci~ Ulll th t Wll• t l' 

ltiJred ja che •rt!a w~t' "htJ!hly 
r.dioac:tl,.e ". Scien\uts told 
reponers UNlay th;u one hour 
or upoAU"C to the waete ....,uld 
exceed dle DlllUIIMIIrl permu-
5ible le.el o f txi)Oiute ten" 
three mcmtb$. 

lnYeatlBIUons incf•~t that 
the JneJ o~ nct.oacrivity of tile 
awcl ift burup a&y haa riaen 
tn 13.IUO opi.cocuriea of cobalt 
60 ..,- a:nm- Tbe Jltl*l Aao­
mic: Pftl'er Conapany ~au 
that the kvel o f ntdioa.ctiviry 
is D6t clu1erotu and will aot 
conti.JiliAate marine lif~ 
~ut lciemi~s who ia.peeted 

the filter room today .,., tbat 
" ·orken who c-leared the 
aludse llli,tt have been 
expoa.ed Ul a tarnzeroU~~ level 
e f radiation. Official,; who ca r· 
ri l'-d out a Cbe-c:lc for 30 seconds 
today claim me{ ~rt- expo~ed 
ro 30 milire.m n radioactiviw . 

Residents 1n towns n~r h\' 
t"efused to purchur f1sh and 
.:afood f rom loai m~kett. 
today and ~troups of fi5bermen 
in Fu~w prefecture announced 
chat ttlev intended t o &ue the 
Japan A.tnm1c P1o1rtr UtlllPilllY 
for a ln!!:S llf iJ yelihoorl 

<.:oni i'OIWed by .. b~trrq~ or 
J)rorens froDl ComnUJnJsiS and 
~oriahsts, Mr Ro«uwke 
Tanaka. rile Minister for loter· 
nauone! Tradt· and lnchl5try. 
u id G(IIVernment in5pectors 
had been in~tructed 10 check 
• Ill nudtar plants . 
~ .official of hi.~ ministrv 

•ckno.,led~re<! : •· Thrs " a 
5 l'OOUf inCident. •lt will 
'"'~tf:then the tt.ods of a pow­
erful )Obby whkh oppo5es the 
Govermllent's p~ to con· 

SI r u e• I ri'Of~ UUdl'll l flOWer 
plu u l ' -" 

Tht• 'r~ ncial hit!. hlo"'·n 111• in 
tho· (;u:c r•f tht> C.o\·crnrrl('n l 
nul\· wc:-c.Jt,. ;~lrcr a11 nffir i:~ l 
rermn declarct1 rha 1 rhc- mn­
!Crruction of nuclear power 
plants should ilt'('()fnC' m e C'Orf' 
o! rile country'~ p l<m tn f md 
alrernatJTe ~~res o( en erR~· . 

A report by the Science ami 
Technology Agl'JIC)' said J uran 
would have to build new 
power station~ "'lth a ro~a l 
generatint capacity of 25 m il­
lion ktlowatu ;t ri~~e count !"). 
-.~ tn me« liS de.mands !or 
energy in 1990. At presen r 11· 
mnre nodea~ power- 1t2~ion~ 
•re ltnder de&iJ!n . 
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