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THE BOREHOLE: A VITAL FEW DEVELOPMENT

A

for months we have been waiting, well aware - because of the delay
over .ullwharchar - that something was up. Matters have now clarified and appear
to be related to the recent retirement of Sir John Hill as Chairman of the UKAEA

otland, Dr Marshall made an important statement

replacement by Dr Walter Mar.
On 26 =

ndard which is reproduced in full below:

THERE is to be no dumping ot
puciear waste w Scottand for at
least 100 years and even then, it is

Dr Walter Marshall, Chairman
of the United Kingdom Atomic
Energy Authority, gave this

m an exchsive
interview  with the Sunday
Standard last week.

Dr Marshall, a former
Govermmeni Chwel Scientist and
Director of the Alomic Energy
Research  Establishment  at
Harwedl until 1975, sau that it was
the intenlion to store nuclear
waste at Windscale “for a1 jsast

Forest Park, he said: “We went
there simply as part of a research
programmme to mvestigate all the
ways of dealing with puclear
wasie

“People became worried that
the research would be converied
mto a dispnsal programme rather
mapudly. “There are very good

Energy chief gives
nuclear dump vow

reasons why this will not be the |

case.”

Dr Marshall, widely regarded
as one of the worid's leadmg
scientists tn the field ol atomic
energy. sad: “If you buned hot
waste m rock it would heat up the
rock and might crack st with
serous effecls on local geology.
We are not going 1o do that.

*We are nt gotng to bury any
nuclear waste untll it has cooted
down. If we found a safe dumping
piace there are still good technical
reasons why we wouid not want 1o

use it for at feast 100 years. The |i

after a century — and that is by
no means certamn — the heat and
theretore the greatest portion of
tadioactivity would be gone.”

Dr Marshall is strongly critical
of the environmentai and ani-
nuclear lobby m Scotiand and
belreves und¥r objecuons are
“primaniv emotional.”

00 wears”™ before i was Wwaste will be stered on a nuciear
permanently disposed. site, probably Wiiscale. 5
When asked about the fears of - ™ .
: : 1f it ewver ‘wem to v
dumping at Mullwharcher, south ‘3
of Lock Doon i the Gall Y!lu.ﬂlwharduerranywbemdse w,r..

L
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®fxclucive®™ or nol, the Daily Record followed up the next day (27(F April}
: 54 . v . h April)
Urldf:r.the l'r:'adlng WUCLEAR FEARS LIFTED. The report was very similar but contained the
additional information, attributed to Dr Marshall, that the borehole programme was

alt present irrelevant and that he was imoressing his views uron Civilx Servants and
tihe Government, - s and

#. TH" DUADLING FOR THV NEXT TSSUS T2 {JULY 16th.




Since the story so far has not broken in either thes English or Welsh
prass 1 have naturally taken steps to verify the sécuracy of these reports both
with liarwell and with UKAEA Headquarters in London. The latter commented to me:
"Of course, Dr Marshall does not make Government policy.™ Foint taken; and indeed
t»c motion of Dr Marshall (or anybody) actually changing the mind of Mrs Thatcher
by sweet reason is purely romantic, One would be ri.ghtnto suppose that the weight
of wiblic opposition has something to do with it too.

In any case we surely know by now how things are fixed. Whatever about
who makes policy Dr ¥arsball's unequivocal statements make it quite impossible for
Ltw horehol~ row to be contimued on anything 1ike the old basis, His statements were
Liw:rfore made witl tacit government approval, the situation being classical: the
seicntists take the rap, the Government nreserves whatever face it may still be held
to :ossess.

The oldest and, arguably, the most radical of the oppositionists, the
Lcottismh Connervation Society, were culck to seize the point. In a statement issued
or: (ith May Loy said (in part): ™ New ovidonce is mounting that the experts see
seriona vrpblems in burying hot waste, aml 3t cocls very slowly. This appears to

have led to a change of policy not revealed ir public until the new Chalrman of the
UEASA save his puarantoe that "no waste wonld be buried for a hundred years", Eir
Dereys f1kingon, 1tho is Chairman of the Committee which advises the Government on
radicaclive waste expected a pilot disposal plant to bs built in 1995. It is hard to
believe !o could be so wrong but certainly the signs are that an increading mumber of
exrorts question his timescales...™

The SC35 statement also makes reference to the £9.3m research programme
of the Derartment of the Envionment on radioactive waste disposal for 198i/82.
(A note of fantasy here: we are already nearly five mormths into 1981!) We too have
studied these documents in considerable detall. They consiest of a large rumber of
research contracts, mostly to po - one oan only subnoks - to Universities and the
Jike. ey cover wacto conditloming, peological disposal and oceanographic disposal.
Some nro hichly theoretical, all are lorg term and none is in the least likely to be
conclnded by 1923 « ir additon it is reasonsble to doubt whether some of these contracts

wvill even be allocated within that time, b_j PANDORA
o

Muliwharcher Demonstrate

in the House of Commons on 4th ] in response tc the announcement
Manch, a question was put to the Sec- about the Mullwharchar inquiry
retary of State for Scotland, by Mr. (whenever this happens) Dumiries
George Foulkes, conce:ning when and and Galloway Friends of the Earth,
how he intends to announce his deci- and the Campaign Opposing Nuclear
sion on the report of the inquiry Into Dumping are planning a demonstra-
the proposal to test-bore at Mullwhar- tion in Daimellington, starting from
char. the Loch Doon road end at 11 a.m.

Mr. George Younger's reply was as This demonstration will be the
follows, “The report is under consider- second s-u_mm after the announce-
ation. it i not possible to say at this ment, if this Is made on a Mondsy,
stage when the decision will be Tuesday of.Wednesday, or the third
announced. The normal procedure for Saturday after the annowoncement If
notifying decisions on planning made on a Thursdey or Friday. The
appeals tc the appellant, planning aim is to make a quikck response while
authority and other parties concernec allowing reasonable time for organi-
will be foliowed; | shall consider near- sation/publicity.
er the time the form of any wider For further details contact Nosl
announcement which may e made in Charlion at 03887-442.
view of the public interesi in this
case.” i e

The Mullwharchar Inquiry e:Jdec -5
19th March last year. This long dé..y e el June Meet at Muliwharchar.
I'rlim:\:rounclng the declsion is vi. g Contac! Kathleen Miller, 0644-3380.




Dr ptw Chartem

Interview betwsen Neil Harris and Walter Marshall, ‘A
in a programme on Capital Ridis,London.

Harris.What are the current plans for the disposal of high level n. waste?
Marshall.The plans are to vitrify the fission products,..That work is in han d

and should be operational some time in the 1980°s.0nce the fission products have
been converted to the solid form,my own view is that we should store it even 100
years .Because that waste is radioactive and,because its radiocactive, its actually
generating heat.If you bury something hot,then it heats up the surrounding rock
and that,in itself ,makes you stop and ask,'Does that change the environmemt -

Is it a safe and proper thing to do?’*

And you can avoid that problem altogether if you don't hurry to bury it at all.
Harris.Can you see a time when you'll be able to demonstrate a safe disposal route?
Marshall.I can see strong arguments for wanting to store waste for some considerable
time - strong technical arguments...If you store it to avoid the heat question,
you're getting the side benefit that,all that time, the radicactivity is decaying.
The ultimate radicactivity that you get - say something from 300 years onwards - is,
even if you dispersed it over the whole countryside,it wohkld not be a significidnt
adfition to the background that we're getting from granite and the natural
raficactivity of ssterials.

¥hat I 4o soe a5 & £¥FElanlts la Ao 2eoomoils two points: you ask me to demonstrate
&% taETing you ¥wve got very good techniocal reasons why I
BEON™S st So Eispowe &f %1 soon. So how cam T produce to you the demonstration
thet I belisve in when the overwhelming technical arguments are that I ought to
store it myself and look after it - i mean myself,I mean the nuclear industry -
for that lengih of time,50 to 100 years,

Harris.Before the Windscale Inquiry,the nuclear industry had not paid enough
attention to the disposal of nuclear waste?

Marshall .Well,both yes and no.You see,on the arguments I‘ve just given to you,

if you see very good techiical reasons why you want to take your timeto do it,

you tend to concentrate on those things you must do now.Something you don®t want to
implement for 50 - 100years doesn’t actually come high on the priority list!
Harris.Do you think that nuclear waste will end up underground or underwater?
Marshall.l think its too early to say.l think there's quite a good chance that it
¥ill end up neither,and that we will end up storin git for quite a long time...

If you waited,not for 100 years,but for several hundred years,all the fission
producte would have gone and oyu are then left with the very long-lived radiocactive
waste...2 different clase of materials that we call actinides.They actually would be
& useful fuel,if we used them in the fast reactor.So that,if you want to be very
speculative,you could think about in the future that if we buried the waste after,say
100 years,z few hundred years later we might be digging it up again.But I don't
think thai second reprocessing would be either necessary or economic...

My present judgement is that the best thing to do would be to bury it in land or
bury it under the sea.Anc I certainly agree that we must pursue the research
programme We are no¥ doing,energetically.But,sc far ae a1 policy question is
concerned,] want to keep all my options open.

i

It is wbrth bearing in mind what was i
salé at the EEC Conference on Waste !
Dieposal ,In Luvswbourg in May,80. l — . v _
It was suggested that a pro-Tamme | ZZLING in STIRLING «.NERC's first
for the indefinite stomag I "= fe
ies mowre acceptable to L :

c~tlieation to drill in=Perthehire

; : = B ¥ % turned Jown by the Stirling
& rigid and early commi. = s =< 1
finalgdisuosal'rhere would v s oz __3'25_:--:--_2"‘-331.&1. they made a
time for the development ¢ = = - ﬂ""'h;;*'“i"n-ﬁ‘ter assuring the
able arrangements for firz “..-c 2l, "{‘mc that it-had nothing to do
A waste processing and BLOrL . with waste dumping as such,.This
programae would make mOST Ser - ?’applic&ﬁm went in at the end of
i)olitically,econmically and techric- N.;gimwv:ngnh:idbeen acceptec,because |
ally.(note the order,with political notl: &= % ertaking that it has
coming first.) ing to ‘;9 with waste dumping.




Tory Counci] Rallies Behind Anti Nuclear Alliance!

In the last Waste Dumping newsletter,we reported that Somerset County Council had
decidec under section 48 of the Town and Country Planning iAct not to take a decision
on NERC's application for planning permission to test drill in Sedgemoor.Somerset
requested a Planning Enquiry Sommission to look into the wider issues.

Tom King,the Minister,has now responded that in his opinion there is ™no merit in
holding a Planning Enquiry Commission to examine for the second time the background to
the borehole programme." He referred to the 1976 Royal Commission into Environmental
Polluttion and suggestec that that was the appropriate forum for such debate.Somerset
were asked to re-consider the planning application,

The Somerset Anti Nuclear Alliance only heard about this when it was announced in &
local paper about 2 week before and none of the perish councils concerned were informed
co ihere was some fear that centrel Government wuld apply pressure to rush it through.
In response anti-nuclear groups and ecology parties in the area wrote in to the County
Planning Officer and a small petition was raised by the Bath iAnti Nuclear Group.About
forty people attended the meeting of the County Planning and Transportation Committee
on April Ist,sang some songs and performed some thestre which was briefly captured by
local television.

Penny Fhillips, leader of the Tory group on the County Council, proposed the following
resclution:-

1) The Committee regret that the Minister feels that there is no need for full public
debcte on the implications of these applicetions and that he has decided not to agree to
ite request that he constitute a Planning Enquiry Commission under sections 47-49 of the
Town and Country Planning Act,I97I in order to determine thenm;

2) Notwithstanding the Minister's decision,the Committee still believes that these
applications can be satisfactorily determined only in the context of a public -enguiry into
their real,national implicetions,so that interested members of the public can make their
view: known,and in the circumstances the Committee feel they should not determine the
applizations until such an enguiry is possiblegand

2) to inform the Kinister that,if the applicants lodge an appeal under s.37 of the
Tow 1 .ud Country i'lanning Act 1971 apuinst a 'deemed refusazl' of planmning consent, Liv:n
the Commiltec hone: Lhat Lhe terms of relerence of any locul ennuiry inve Lhal appeal will
be sufficiently wide-ranging to cover ail ihe implications o! the applications,

Somerset's stance is very clever because they have not refusec on planning grounds
anc ticy have not accepted the epplication either.In efrect,they are stating nuite plainly
tazi il is not & pienning iesue,that it i1s political and thal is exactly the message that
we Lave gll been trying to put over for quite some time.I* will be interesting to see how
Lhe “inister responds in this little game of chess.

,.r_l,‘;:m.- David Taylor.
e T ‘&* » 12 St.James’s Lnouare, Beth, Somerset.
“ : ;z? “omerset Antil Nuclear Alliance
|

that's hothing s
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Unions asked
to black nuke
waste dumping

A CAMPAIGN is under way 10 get
the trade unions to prevent the dum-

tmin dumps on the biggest scale.

Al the recent TUC Conference on
Energy (27 February) majority opi-
nion was favourabie 10 a document,
presented by the Fuel and Power In-
dustries Committiee, that advocates a
contnuation of a ‘balanced energy
sirategy’ including the expansion of
the pucicar programme. This docu-
men! sees no insuperable problems
with nuciear energy. PCAP iniend 10
get this aititude changed. Some
They hope that Jor Gormicy will
sponsor a resolution io Congress
| against dumping. If this was sc-
cepied and union members refused Lo
maove Lthe waste, radioactive dumping
a1 sea could end, soon.

£3,300m

BNFL (British Nuclear Fuels Lid)
has announced a £3,300 million dev-
elopment programme for the next
ten years, subject to approval by the

t. The company expecis to
be E to raise ul} but £650 mililon

fromiits own earnings.
this huge sum of money, £800-
.1000 million (January 1980 prices)
will be spent on the oonstruction of
THORP, the reprocess plant that
was the subject of the Windscale
Public Inquiry in 1877. This plant will
the uranium oxide fuel from
the AGR programme. Another £365
miltion is to go on research and devel-
opment of THORP. The refurbishing
of the Magnox reprocessing plant and
vitrification has been allocated £1000
million. The vitrification programme
will cost upwards of £200 million, and
is planned to be in operation by 1887.
The plant is to combine the best
features of the Harvest programme
and the French vitrification process.
Not all the money ia to be spent at
Windscale. £450 milllon is to go on
centrifuge enrichment at Capen-
hurst, €5 million on fuel canning
tacilities for the AGR programme at
Springfields. An unspecified amount is
to go on new ships and spent fuel
containers.

Nuclear Engineering International
February 1881

scale plan

of pléronium through a pipeline into the
the only reprocessing plent in the

world relessing plutonlum into the environ-

ment directly.

Contact: PERG Oxford (Peter Taylor], 34

Cowley Road, Oxferd, UK. Tel.: 885-725354

From John Chartres
Mancheste:

Ecology group backs
plan for Windscale

The West Cumbrisn branch

B ——

operitiou of these planis ™, he
savs
The leiter, which is to be

Te Leveller

Ras Bayley

A

e

The way | ook al 1l 15 tha!
Wingscale 15 nearly 300 mues
trom London as the crow fhes
= mcigentally could you get
one of you! bothins to work out
just how ta: ¢ contamnaied
Crow cdn thy?

of Friends vf the Earth, icading
eppournus in the past of many
of the developments a' the
Windscale nucicar compley,
have decided to support prapn
sals for ar additional waste
reatment plant thrie,

Officials of the biunch madce
Bear vesterds), howeve:, that
they would never weicome any
installation tha! prodmass R,
tonium, the raw malenial oi
nuclear wespons. They aic pre-
pared to suppnit o piesent plan.
ming application as a comribu.
wop 10 IMProvemenis 1l wasic
mandpemen: procedures

in & lener to Copeland
Borough Counoil, now tse pian
nong autharity for the Waind-
scale arez, Mr Joun Preeoy, 1he
secretery of rhe branch, points

out tha: ke« oreantzanon has
twice  ash:.  Brinsh  Wuclea:
Fueis to and:iz o= the lovelr of
tad:oactivity 1. the maierals

going into the
compared with
treaied wasie

* Since this information has
been withheld 1t iv impessible
to judee whether the peopic of
West Cumbriz will beneflar o
suifer radiologically fiom 1ne

proposed plant
those of the

considered by Copeland pian-
ning commitiee today, also says
that a suggested new road 10
the woris is unnecessary and
thar @ ~green f.eld” site oui-
sigie (he cxisnng works boun-
uarv shoule be allowed only if
1t can be shown thar there 1s
no alterpanye

It wyuestions the beneficia!
eirect on local employment
because the company has stated
uni. that some new jubs will
b crested * We infer thar the
wimow: will be very SITII”." Mr
P'resdy savs

Mr Eitt Hadper. ,spokesman
for ahe hranch, sud vesterday
thes 1t had supported the pro-
poss!  because, gpiven certain
dssurances. members saw 1r as
bewng wn hine with the imiprove
menis in wasle manugemen: at

Windscale they had constantiv |

cailed tor o the pas

Weiernint e the cnncism of
Windscale procciure: con
Buned 1 @ recen: repon by
the Nixlzar In<tallatians Inspo:
1orate, Mr Baduer <aid : “ Ans
movee 1o cut down the risk of
rudiation exnetu e oot the plant
should he sunonried on hpradf
0 the  WwWorw, 1ue  and  tQe
public ™




On 8th January 1881, a fire broke
out In a trench storage facility for high
level radicactlve waste at Cap La
Hague — the French reprocessing
plant near Cherbourg on the Nor-

mandy coast.
The maln union at the site, the C.F.-
D.T., had checks on the

storage trenches In the north west cor-
ner of the site a year before, Including
a permanently attended alarm system.
Nothing had been done by COGEMA,
the company which runs the plant,
and although the fire began at 5 a.m.,
it was not properly detected until
10 a.m. The union demanded evacua-
tion of the bullding downwind from the
storage tank at 1.30 p.m., but this was
ignored, and the workers continued as
normal until 4.30 p.m., when they
went home.

18 workers close to the north west
corner of the site were contaminated
and one painter received a dose of €
rems (5 rems Is the maximum permitt-
ed yearly dose). Higher levels of
caesium than normal were measured
Inside certain bulldings because the
air system was pumping contaminated
air in. The workers were susplcious
about other radiation hazards since,
in the past, the management has ad-
mittec releases of caesium, because
that ir the least dangerous radio nu-
cleide However, the workers have
strong reason to belleve thal the es-
cape of plutonium and strontium has
taken place undeclared. At the peri-
meter fence on the 6th January 1881, a
leve! of radiation was observed to be
ten times higher than the limit.

Three hundred vehicies had to be
decontamingatec on 7th January. al-
though this was oniv done after the
union putl pressure on ihe manage-
ment. On 8th January, 1200 worker3 al
Le Hague demonsirated outsids the
director's office to demanc proper In-
formation about accldents, and more
strinpent application 0O regulations,
both or personal radiation levels anc
on rapid evacustion procecured

Risks Minimised

At this time, the managemen! stil!
had no answer tc the suddan fire Ir the
waste storage. Nc further instrumen-
1ation had been insialled (as requesiec
by the union) to measure exactly
wes being put in the trench, and what
volume was there. The attituae of
COGEMA was to minimise the inci-
den:: "Lz Hague Is less dangerous

SCRAM Energy Bulletin April/May 1881

Waste Workers at Ris

than a factory making women’s
clothes. Statistics can prove It*, de-
clared M. Delange, the director of La
Hague. This is after a year of Incl-
dents, including 2 fires, as well as a
complete breakdown of the electricity
supply for several hours, endanger-
ing the safety of the cooling system for
the waste (15th Aprill 1880).

Demands

On 13th January 1881, the results of
tests were revealed, showing that
some alpha rays were emitted, sugges-
ting plutonium escape. A union
commission was set up to investigate
this. The C.F.D.T. had already com-
plained that not enough Information
was given about strontium and plu-
tonium releases. The C.F.D.T. has
taken a militant line in Insisting on
their right to information and as much
safety as possible for their workers at
La Hague. Since COGEMA became a
private company (it was sold off by
the French State) conditions have
bcome even worse. "It is Intolerable
that because of a political desire to
show they are in control of the situa-
tion, they expose the workers 10 risks
which could affect them physically in
the future”. Frequent reports made by
the C.F.D.T. show they have reason to
make such bald statements.

They demand:

1. That union representatives De
allowed to stop machines that
are dangerous.

2. That information on the safety
of the installation is open to
workers.

3. That individual recoras be heid
by each worker of his/her radia-
tion leveis.

4. That an epidemological study be
done on nuclear industry work-
ers in France.

Windscale

in Britain, the G&AMWLU has been
trying to make conditions tor workers
at Windscale better. BNFL (the state-
owned company which runs Winc-
scale) has not always been co-opera-
tive Last year, GAMWU proposec
that supervisors should rectity poten-
tially hazardous situations without
waiting for the alarm to be souncec
BNFL replied that supervisors were al-
ready instructed ‘properly , and the

matter could always e 1sken up at the

time with ‘higher levels of manage-
ment’.

Like at La Hague, management at
Windscale do not consider evacuation
a likely possibility, although there
have been serious Incidents at Wind-
scale too. Querles from the GEMWU
are frequently passed from the works
at Windscale to the BNFL Health &
Safety Committee. In the same way,
COGEMA at La Hague refuses to
comment on certain areas, referring to
the Government Safety Committee in
Paris. There, however, very little in-
formation Is released, as was shown
when one demonstrator, Brice Lal-
onde, wen! to demand to see the safety
report on storage of waste at Le
Hague, on the day after the fire. He
was refused after a day's wait, on the
grounds that “the peaceful debate be-
tween experts must be guaranteed”.

Evidently .. greatl deal of pressure
will have to come from unions before
any information will be forthcoming
from either governmant or manage-
ment in the reprocessing industry. In
France. the CFDT is highly critical of
the provisional storage of waste, and
the careiess way In which it is done. It
does not wish to see any more import-
ed nuclear waste arriving at La Hague.

Pressure Needed

It is time the British unions involved
&t Windscale took a stronger stanc on
the health and'safety of their workere.
The CFDT have not succeeded in their
struggle yet, but they nave their 100
in management's door, and they are
strong enough not to have that door
slammed In their face. Windscale s
no less dangerous and irresponsible
than Ls Hague, (a recent report from
PERG shows that it is worse but well
hidaen trom the public eye.)

Serious accidents at either Le Hague
or Windscale would affect huge areas
of both countries — Lse Hague is near-
er to London than to Paris) Trade
Unionists who demand safety a: nu-
clear installations are protecting them-
seives. thelr relatives, and their whole
society.

Good reading: Near Miss: Apenot B2,
70p from Smiling Sun or mail order
(p&p 20p).



Jindscale report demands changes

Pearce Wright
«zience Editor
Severe criticisms of past gafety arran
B e i fe
a uc at
Wibdscale, Cumbria, bave been

e, ( made
Ay A
d 4 Executive to

th'?l'!;: have

produced
affecting th ‘mnt“ of the factory
tin, e %
which handles all the waste fuel from
nuclear power stations in Britain and has
big contracts for reprocessing waste from
other European countries and [from

Japan.
Announci

the report in the Commons
esterday,

r Norman Lamen:, Unger-
retarv of State for Energy, spid seripbs
deficiencies had existed, but shany of the
safery recommendations had been imple-
mented and others would be imreduced
urgently.

The investigation began more than 18
months ago after incidems in which

workers had been contaminated and
radicactive Jiguor bad leaked. The
immedigte cause of the inguiry was the
loss of Aerge quentides of contaminated
;—’:m mhl p"l!:‘:' lcenu'i:ang e
; I o8 gone
undetstied for many weeks,
am bing some of the
incidents, disclosed thar
th 100,000 curits of
d over & period>of
one silo. The management
for that accident, having showm
the report said, Jack of judgment wnd
safety cosaciousness.

The wngineered part of the system,
though, wot mesring ‘present standards,

0T e

would rwise have been adeguate to
Elreunt t incident, in the view of the
esith and Safety Expcutive’s invesriga-

torg and chree outside consultants.

Those consultants were: Mr F. Morlev.
secretary of the National Radiologics®
Protection Board Mr T. A, Parry, deputy
head of research and development ser-
vices at Pilkingron Brothers, and Dr D. A.

Wiuilll_é. former general manager, Group
Bafety €enire, BP Trading.

The havestigators traced the ronts of 1he
troule o 1971, when Windscale was
tratidacred from the United Kingdom
oM Em-my Authority to a newl
& f‘hh:“‘ owned s iary, Britis
The report’s first conclusion said that

by the early 1970s safety standards at

e hed deteriorated (o an

ory level.
i in wanagement procedures
needed to ensure a secure safety sysiem
were laid down in the repor:, including

the strengthening of the technical support
groups vespoasible for providing a safety
service. the development of a_qnality
assurance organization responsible for
standards from design to commissioning,
and the introduction of safetv audits.

British Nuclear Fuels said last night
that the report.was fair, cemprehensive
and constructive. All its recommendartions
bed been sccepted. Most of those yet 1o
be implemenied would be dealt witk
during the next few months.

Reprocessing Needed for Future
Energy Projects: Conference

Ileprocessing of spent
nuclear fuel will continue to be
an important part of nuciear
ehergy projects, aeccording lo
phisicisis and cnergy experts
whn puathered from around the
world at the Japan Atomic
Industrzal Forum Annual
Conference in Tokyo Thursday.

On the final day of the th
dav conference. some of

participants  expressed

optimisin that the recent x
Amencan  policy  ir op-

position to supygort ol

oppostlion o rep
been 2 major
disagreoment  bet
and the Carter adimgnistration

Accoramng to tie executive
vice president §f the US
Atomic Industrpal  Forum,
Edwin A, Wiggig. “The new
admumnstration ifj Washington
can been expectdd to restind
the wdefinite deigrral of spent =
fuci reprocessing that was |

point of
Japan

b

imposed by the| Carter ag- |
iministatbion since fl has proven
to be a policy of sgf-denial and
econonic penalty.’

=1i 1= a policy whict no
other muwclear naudn has sub
seriwee or can e dxpected to

subscrnite,” he added
Spoaking before thegfiernoon
session, WIgg:

brecder reactor (FBRi. which
the current

Reagan ad-

ministration has endorsed
According

o Wigoin, the

essing althouith
nical probelns still

Early Day Motion

An Eariy Day Motion has been
tabled by John Tilley, M.P. for Lam-
beth Central. ‘This House calls on the
Government to establish a public in-
quiry into the safety aspects of tran-
sport of nuclear waste products with-
in the United Kingdom' — E.D.M.
No.16. So tar over forty MPs have
signed the motion.

The Greater London Council recent-
iy callec for nuciear waste to be re-
routed around London, and pboth Tory
and Labour Boroughs in London are
calling for & public inquiry, as are
Worcester and Ipswich.

Groups all around the country are
organising write-ins, and all people

tive in the anti-nuciear movemen!
te urged to write to their MPs.

t jetters are available and also 2
paign with
from

your local counci! ~ Ava
LAWTC, ¢/o 16 Klea Avenue,
SW4.

QUL =~ the Tzanish Anti-Nuclear Campaign

i waste campaign.This was
:izims by the bNuclear

~zve solved the waste problewm.
ELSAM, the Danish electricity utility
have carried out test borings in a salt
dome in K.W.Jutland.The report has been
postponed but is now expected to be
publishec some time in May - so there wil
be more news of this in the next issue.

have Z1tsrie
pro:T.ed by
g stry tc
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NUCLEAR WASTE VIA HULL

¥e have Just received informetion thet nuclear waste is bheing
trensported through Hull docks from either Zeebrugge or o0tterdan
To indscale (7) Needleass to ssy 211 officisl sources deny this
end the only lead we haye 48 8 docker who will inform us when the
next load comes in,

we wouldbe really gradeful if you or any other groups you know

of oould give us any information that would help us. It goes by
roed so even what the bloody stuff looks like would help; also
things 1like how long wagte stesys in the docks; what sort of
security the stuff generslly haes; what anyone else has done to

stop 8 truck on the rosld; do they normelly stick to regulsr
routes/times etc.

Thenks very much
Chris Snell

Hull Libertsrian Collective,
66 iayfield Street,

—Micronesians want complete ban—

Nuclear waste dumping halied, but...

HULL

AGANA. Guam (The NYT
News Service) — Micronesian
governmenis and antinuclear
activiss believe that they have
succeeded in halting, at leas:
for 4his year, 2 plan by the
Japanese o dump radioactive
waste from their 21 nuclear
geactors into the Pacific, north
of the Mariana islands.

In a petition being drafted
for prescntation to the Japa-
nese parhament. the Govern-
ment ol the Commonwealth
of the northern Marianas—
Guam is the only one of the
Marianas not 2 member on the
Commonwealth, which is un-
der American trustecship—awill
ask _for compleie wbandon-
ment of the dumping program.

Last November, an official
delegation from ths Japanese
Science and Technology
Agency (STA) visited Guam
for two days of talks with
Guamanian Government offi-
cials and a full dav of public
bearings in the Jegislature in
an effort to convince islanders
and their Government! that 2
plan to begin  experimental
dwmaping of small quantities
of low-level waste about 1,000
miles north of here was safc.

Subsequently.,  wnder  the
plan. Japan was to begin
dumping all of the wastc mat-
erials. now being stored in
metal drums =t the rfeactor
sitcs, into the sea at the same
spot. Following the prescrip-
tion of the London Dumping

Convention of 1975, the
drums would be enclosed in
concrete, would be resistant to
watcr pressure and would be
sunk at a depth of more than
13,000 {.et.

In cooperation with Japa-
nese  enviconmental,  antino-
clear and fishermen's groups,
the island povernments and ac-
tivists have presented a united
front against the plan. lIsiand
officials have toured Japan,
speaking 8t protest rallies and
putting their casc to Govern-
munt agenoies at all levels

Last Ociober. Mayor Felipe
Mendiola of Tinian, the islanc
from which American bomb-
ers took woff to drop atomic
bombs on #Hiroshima and Na-
gasaki, went so far as 1o
threaten - 3apanese audiences
with demolishing memorial:
to Japanese war dead on Tin-
ian and throwing them into
ths sea if dumping took place.

Without public announce-
ment, Japan  indicared  last
month that it had put off s
plan to bewin  experimental
dumping this year. In January,
disclosing its budget for the
coming fikeal vear, the scicnce
and technology agency said
that the bulk of s funds for
the dumpimg proc-zm  werd
committed 10 furtl = survevs
of ocean radiauctivity  and
tests of pressure-proo] dispoes
sal drums.

The only other appropria-
tion wWwas onc of about
$350,000 zo finance explana-

tory films and pamphiets and
travel of science agency oifi-
cials to Micronesia, presum-
abiv for further explanations.

“Clearly, the Japanese have
a very strong intenuon of sell-
ing their plan this vear,” smd
Jettrey A, Coul, a
lawyer who is chairman of the
Marianas  alhance  aguist
nuclear dumping. “They will
invite Guovernment leaders to
Japan and offer cconomic aid
in return for stopping oppaw:-
tion te dumpine.”

Covk quotee a leading of-
ficial of S'.\ as havinz sad
to the press afer the budact
announcement: “We wili con-
tinue 10 have a plun to dump.
We did mot give up the plan.”

Burely exprassad but
evident behind many  angrs
comments ix a feehirz by Is-
lapders that the Unacd States
15 deting them down by not
takine wp thez cuducis for
them. Th a statemient Lisi yoar.
Gov. Paul M. Caho of Guazns,
a  Repubiican,  accused  the
“Mainr nucicdr pomcis walii-
ou! paming the Unoed Stages,
of shunnz a Japape r v
that Pacitic isianders, becauss
there are so few of then:, arc
expendable.

“The onlv reasonabie con-
clusion is that the risk factor
is decreased becawse the arou
in sparscly. rather than
densely, populated,” the go-
ernor said. “Restated. il thers
is an accident. fewer peopic
will be killed or mutilated.”

"




SELECT COMMITTEE REPORT

irst Revort from the Select Committee on Energy, The Government's Statement on the
New luiclear Power Programms,‘Review of Vol,1: Report and tes, » £5.730
t OOy ponbapa, )

(Fipures In parentheses refer to Parsgraph numbers.)

This Rerort, which is one volume of four, presents the findings and opinions
of the Committee it none of the evidence. At £5,70p for 124 popes it is one of
the wost outrageously expensive publicationn gt present on sale. The conlenls of
thy other voelameg, which consist of evidence and memoranda subtmitied, are 1isted
in th!s o, Val,l,. It 18 obvioys that thage volumen are wasantial meading for
a1l serious critics of nuclear power., As, inevitably, they run to 6 - 700 pages
rach W ja olivioun Lhat the price of thane volumen will ensure that thay are
not =0 studied. This outragsous situation mist Le Lhe reviewer's first comment.
Vital Information, without which no opinlons on nuclear matters can be soundly
based is withlwld because it is secret; or commercial.confidential; or deliberately
made too exrensive to buy.

It Ja tim to mount a frontal attack upon this iniquitous situation. The anti.
mclear tovement as a whole should fund its own information clearing-house, This
should do nothing else but study amd objectively analyse information of this sort
for the benefit of the whole movement. I privately calculated recently that if in
Pandora we had studied all the documentation we should have done, it would have set
L5 back well over £2000. There is no doubt that this situation, if not actively
contrived by the political estsblishment, is at least welcomed by it and it is time
to resist., ***Activists in ANC and elsewhere please respond to this suggestion.

That being said, there is fortunately little in this Report of direct comcern
to us. The Cormittee did mot deal with muclear waste, holding that this topic
was the concern of other Sclect Committees pymping and transport do feature -
in vol.2.r,254=158, being Q.1175 - 1211.

Nuclearleak concealed by Japanese company

tvoin Peter Hazelhurst strucl more Imt‘ll.‘m nrwer

Officinls  smsd  the  wante

Tuhyn April 20

‘The leskage of radin actire
waste from a nuclear power
siation last month was admit-
1ed over the weckend by the
lupan Aromic Power Company.
The companvy  sad  officials
¢overed up the fact that an
esnmated 40 cubic metres of
radhinactive sludge flowed over
the top of a filter tank in the
power station near the town of
Tsuruga in Fukui ecture.

Government officials who in.
spected the plant today said
the radioactive material flowed
onto the fioor for three hours
on Marci. 8 after a careless
worker forgot 1o clase & valve

It is betieved that = large
amount of wadioactive slush
flowed into & manhole in the
floor of 1he building and down a
rainwater drain leading to the
sMEQ

Officials sald a large section
of the wasle disposal plant was
contaminated by & high leve!
o! radioacliviny. Workers were
told 10 collect the waste in
plastic buckets after the leak
was discovered.

A spokesman [nr rhe Scrence
and  Technology Aegency said
ie company failec w report
ihe accident and the mishap
wils  U4scoveree  oniy when
sciennsts reported & high level
ol radioactivity m the seabed
o1 Tsuruga Bay last week.

“This 15 an upprecedentediv
grave ipciden: wilich couid
reiard our programme w buiid
mare puciear power sianons
au official from the Mmwsiry
fer Internatnionz! Trade and In-
dustry declarec

stored in the area was “ hghly
radioactive ”. Scienusts iold
reporters today that one hour
of exposure to the waste would
exceed the maximam permis

sible level af exposure lor
three months.
Envestigauions indicate that

the level of radioactivity of the
mud in Isuruga Bay has risen
to 13000 picocuries of cobak
60 per gram The Japan Axo-
mic Pewer Companv tlaims
that the level of radicactivity
is not dangerous and will mot
contaminate marine life

Bur stientsts who inspecred
the filter room today .sey thart
workers who cleared the
sludge might have been
exposed w0 2 angerous leve!
of radiation. Officials whe car
ried out a check for 30 seconds
today claim chey were exposed
to 30 milirem of radioactiviv

Residents 1n towns near by
reiused tn purchase fish end
scatood from Jocal markets
rodav and groups of fishermen
in Fukui prefecture announced
tha; thev intended to sue the
Japan Azomic Power Company
for a lnss n¥ hvelihnod

Conironted by a barrage of
protests from Commumisis and
bdorialsts, Mr Rokusuke
Tanaks, the Minister for loter-
nationa! Trade and Industry.
said Government inspeciors
had beer instructed to check
all nuclear planis.

An official of his ministry
scknowledped “This m a
serioue  incident. Bt will
strengthen the hends of & pow-
erfu]l dobby which opposes the
Government’s plans 10 con-

plunte”

The scandal has hiown np in
the face of the Government
only  weeky alier an  offical
report deciared thar the con-
struction of nuclear power
plants should become the core
ol the countrys pian in fing
riternative sources ol encrgy.

A report by the S¢ience and
Technology Agency said Jupan
would have 10 build new
power stations with a ro:al
generating capacity of 25 mil-
hon kilowatts if riwe country
was to mee: iis demands lor
energy in 1990. At present 11-
mnre mnockear power stz2liens
are under design
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