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New Campaign Director
After an g..month search last

November, the Board of Direc
tors of the Radioactive Waste
Campaign hired Patrick Malloy
as Executive Director.

Patrick Malloy comes to the
Campaign with varied experi
ence in environmental advo
cacy. Most recently, Patrick was
a founder of Environment-Vic
tory '88; a coalition of environ·
mentalists and leaders in New
York State who endorsed Gover
nor Michael Dukakis' presiden
tial candidacy. Previous to the
presidential campaign, he
worked with Del·Aware Unlim·
ited in their efforts to block the
intrabasin transfer of Delaware
River water for use as coolant
in the Limerick 11 nuclear reac
tor. In recalling Patrick's role, a
former Executive Director of
Del-Aware stated that he initi-
ated and carried out projects that had, until then, seemed inconceivable.

For the past several years, Patrick has served as Development Assistant
and Acting Development Officer at Columbia University. As Director of
the Baker Field Telefund he supervised a capital phone and maiJ program
which succeeded in raising more than $1.2 million for the renovation of
Columbia's outdoor athletic facility.

In reviewing some 20 applicants for the Executive Director position,
the Search Committee took special note of Patrick Malloy's volunteer
experience in environmental issues and his considerable background in
developing fundraising programs. But it was in our discussions with him
that we became convinced-we were impressed by his dedication to the
principles of our group and his immediate, deep interest in our publica
tions and programs in support of activists.

This is a challenging position, demanding multiple skills, resilience,
and perseverance. We are fortunate that Patrick Malloy has agreed to
join in the Campaign's essential work.
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Weapons Plants Coming Apart at Seams
by Jean Fazzino

F
or the first time, the once ultra-se
cret nuclear weapons industry
has had difficulty hiding behind

its veil of "national security." An un
precedented deluge of publicity and
criticism has been leveled at the bomb
factories and the Department of En
ergy since last Fall.

The apparent catalyst for this media
blitz was the disclosure of a memo
randum at a September 30, 1988, joint
hearing of two Congressional com
mittees. This memorandum came to
light during an investigation of an un
explained power surge last August at
one of the five production reactors at
the Savannah River Plant. The memo,
written on August 14, 1985 by a Du
Pont supervisor at the Savannah
River Plant, describes 30 "incidents
of greatest significance"-including
the melting of nuclear fuel-which
had been kept secret for up to 31
years.

The V.S. Department of Energy
weapons production complex is an
aging network of 17 facilities in 12
states. It has been plagued by envi
ronmental and safety hazards and
managerial failures.

edly asked the Energy Department
for these reports without success. Re
cords obtained through the Freedom
Of Information Act in 1981 omitted
the most serious accidents.

Each reactor in the complex had
been shut down 9 to 12 times each
year for the past two decades. Yet. the

The Energy Department
admitted that it had

deliberately misled the
public.

production of tritium for bombs was
permitted to continue while the sur·
rounding area was polluted.

Within a week of the Savannah
River revelations, the DOE an
nounced a delay in the opening of the
Waste Isolation Pilot Plant, the "per
manent" repository for transuranic
waste, in Carlsbad, New Mexico. En
ergy Department inspectors discov
ered leaks in what was supposed to

be a secure repository, thus they were
not satisfied that the Plant could oper
ate safely.

A week and a half later the DOE
issued an emergency order halting
plutonium processing at Rocky Flats,
Colorado, after 3 people were con
taminated when they walked into a
room in which plutonium-tainted
equipment was being cleaned. Rocky
Flats makes the first stage for new
nuclear warheads and replenishes
plutonium in old ones.

Workers at Rocky Flats were report
edly surprised that the Plant was
closed because worse incidents in the
past had not resulted in shutdowns.
For example, a 1970 study follOWing
a fire recorded plutonium levels 400
to 1,500 times normal-levels greater
than recorded in Nagasaki after the
bomb was dropped.

The General Accounting Office re·
veaJed that the plant closing was
based on far more extensive safety
violations than the Energy Depart
ment had publicly acknowledged. A
DOE inspector at Rocky Flats re
ported "significant problems in con
trolling radioactivity throughout the
site and reports [by Rocky Flats] on

Non·Stop Disclosures
Since the beginning of October, ar

ticles have appeared virtually every
day in the media, notably Tile New
York Times, about the nuclear weap·
ons production complex.

Among the problems reported at
Savannah River Plant (once touted as
the "showcase of atomic technol
ogy") were equipment failures, mas
sive environmental contamination
and near catastrophic aCCidents such
as a leak that deposited so much plu
tonium on the wall of an air duct that
it nearly generated a spontaneous nu
clear reaction.

Du Pont, operator of the plant, as
serted that all the accidents were
properly disclosed to the Department
of Energy (DOE). Senator John Glenn
(D-Ohio) revealed that he had repeat-

lean Fazzino is tile organiur for the Ra-
dioactive Waste Campaign. Waste Pit 5 at the Feed Materials Productioll (en/er in Fernald, 01lio.
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environmental safety and health
[were] erroneous and incomplete."
However, that same inspector
awarded Rockwell, the plant man
ager, more than $8 million in perform
ance bonuses.

During the week folJowing the clos
ing of Rocky Flats, the Department
of Energy acknowledged they knew
for decades that the Feed Materials
Production Center in Fernald, Ohio,
had exposed Ulousands of workers
and nearby residents to uranium
waste. Furthermore, ti,e Ellergy De~

parlme"t f1dmitled /1/(// it Imd deliberately
mislead tile pl/blic as to tile dangers in
volved.

From the beginning, the govern
ment had maintained that the public

"Any amount of radiation
exposure . .. carries with
it some increased risk of
adverse health effects."

-Department of Energy

need not be concerned about small
amounts of radioactivity. Then on Oc
tober 14, 1988, the DOE publicly ac
knowledged that "allY amOll1lt of radia~
tio'l exposure, IlOwcuer small, carries with
it some i"creased risk of adverse IJealtll
effects." Ironically, Fernald workers
are now required to pay more of their
own medical insurance costs!

Residents near the plant had been
reassured since 1951 Ihat emissions
were so slight as to be harmless. In
those 37 years the plant has dumped
13 million pounds of uranium into
waste pits, 170,000 pounds into the
Great Miami Aquifer and almost
300,000 pounds into the air. The En
ergy Department is still unsure about
the exact figures.

Two days later (on October 16),
Congress budgeted the Centers for
Disease Control to do a health study
of local residents near the Hanford
Plant. This plant, near Richland,
Washington, produced plutonium for
the bomb that destroyed Nagasaki.

Documents show that in the zeal
to make bombs, plant managers al
lowed releases because they believed
that Hanford's mission to defend the
nation's security outweighed dangers
to the public. According to an October

17, 1988, article in Tile New York Times,
some experts estimate that families
living downwind received radiation
doses 10 times that of Chernobyl resi
dents. Cleaning up the pollution
caused by 45 years of plutonium pro
duction at Hanford is expected to cost
more than $50 billion.

In an incident reminiscent of the
wandering garbage barge, the De
partment of Energy was dealt its next
setback. Idaho Governor Cedl An
drus, a strong supporter of the nu
clear weapons program, stopped a
red railroad boxcar laden with waste
from Rocky Flats at the border.

In announcing his decision, An~

drus said the people of Idaho "were
tired of being good citizens." [n 1970,
the Atomic Energy Commission
promised Idaho that the Rocky Flats
waste would be gone in 10 years. But
when the opening of the Waste Isola
tion Pilot Plant was postponed, it be
came more apparent that the storage
was becoming permanent.

Meanwhile, back at Rocky Flats,
Colorado, the waste was accumulat
ing with nowhere to go. At full opera
tion, the plant produces a boxcar of
waste each week. Colorado Governor
Roy Romer declared he would not al
low long-term storage at Rocky Flats.

Next, a scandal at Rocky Flats,
which Rep. Mike Synar (D-OK) de
scribed as "symptomatic ofa frighten
ing breakdown in management," was
revealed. Employees in a top secret
workshop had made various items
from gold cuff links to hardwood
staircases(!) which were smuggled
past bribed guards. The cost of these
gifts was estimated to be $1 million.

On November 26, the Energy De
partment revealed that a computer
technician with a high-level security
clearance at the Los Alamos National
Laboratory in New Mexico was ar
rested with 200 pounds of marijuana
in his truck.

This came at a time when the Gen
eral Accounting Office was investi
gating whether drug use at Lawrence
Livermore Laboratory in California
led to a loss of equipment and classi
fied documents. A chemist at Liver
more received a $45,000 pension
check in the mail even after it was
discovered that 511,000 worth of
gold, silver, and platinum signed out
to his name was missing.

On November 22, as a result of a
court order, the Department of En
ergy announced a program to clean-

up the Portsmouth Uranium Enrich
ment Complex in Ohio. Officials esti
mate that the government would
have to spend $50 million to bring the
plant into compliance with environ
mental laws. Portsmouth had been
burning wastes contaminated with
uranium in an incinerator that had no
pollution control equipment and no
radiation monitor.

In mid-December the Department
of Energy released a report which
ranked Rocky Flats as the most dan
gerous of all the nuclear weapons
sites because a contaminated under
ground reservoir posed a threat to
public drinking water. The Idaho Na
tional Engineering Laboratory was
called one of the most polluted sites.
Tritium has moved beyond the 860
square-mile plant boundary, Further
more, the Snake River Aquifer, the
principal source of water for eastern
Idaho, is polluted from nuclear waste
being directly injected into it. This
same report found the Pantex Plant
near Amarillo, Texas, to be contami
nated by high levels of toxic wastes
dumped into an unlined pit for 26
years.

Sixteen of the nuclear weapons pro
duction sites were described as hav
ing very serious pollution problems.
The 17th Site-the Waste Isolation Pi
lot Plant-has not opened, yet.

Oak Ridge
by Stephen Smith

As an Oak Ridge activist it has been
frustrating to see the national focus
sweep past east Tennessee. A deeper
look reveals that it is not the lack of
problems, but more a question of tim
ing and history which has kept Oak
Ridge out the bright lights of public
scrutiny lately.

Historically, many people know
Oak Ridge as the first "atomic city"
of the Manhattan Project. Fewer pe0
ple are aware that Oak Ridge was the
first battleground which saw an initial
victory in a struggle for Department
of Energy (DOE) accountability to en
vironmentallaws. A 1984 court battle
cracked the armour of arrogance
which had shielded DOE from any
responsibiHty for 40 years and forced
the Department to follow federal
guidelines on hazardous waste.



However, in time Oak Ridge'senvi
ronmental problems became old
news, yet the problems did not go
away. The situation has become in
tensified as poorly maintained toxic
and radioactive landfills continue to
leak into the surrounding environ
ment.

With this new level of understand
ing about the danger of the bomb fac
tories, Oak Ridge seemed to stay just
below the surface as other facilities
boiled into the public view. This is
especially amazing because heavily
criticized facilities of Femald and
Portsmouth in Ohio are supervised
by the Energy Department's regional
headquarters in Oak Ridge.

Because we felt a need for "a com
munity of resistance," the Oak Ridge
Environmental Peace Alliance (EPA)
was formed last summer. On August
6, 1988, five people committed civil
disobedience and 200 people turned
out for the largest action in Oak Ridge
history.

Since that historic event the Oak
Ridge EPA has been doing research,
regional networking and gaining
credibility as a counter force to the
powerfuf momentum of Oak Ridge.

Most disturbing is that according
to the "2010 report" (see page 8) Oak
Ridge will become one of lhe big 3
concentration points of weapons pro
duction. The "ratcheting up" of
weapons activity runs counter to the
best interest of a region in desperate
need of diversification.

KEEP OUT
N\KllAR~

CHIP IJOK. AKRON B(ACON /OURNAL

We feel Oak Ridge is too important
not to be a national focus of resis
tance. We must complete the circle,
this is where lhe madness began and
this is where it must end. August 6,
1989, promises to be a truly historic
action as people from around the
world come to Oak Ridge, the city
which produced that bomb, on the
44th remembrance of the Hiroshima
bombing.

Stephen A. Smith, studellt of tile College
of Veterinary Medicine at the University
of Tennessee, is the father of two, and a
Green political activist.

Rocky Flats
by Tom Rauch

Since the temporary closure of
building 771 at Rocky Flats Nuclear
Weapons Plant near Denver on Octo
ber 8, 1988, continuing revelations
about serious safety problems at the
plant have confirmed for the public
what Colorado activists have insisted
on since the mid-1970s: that the pro
duction of nuclear weapons for our
"national security" has caused, and
is causing, serious harm to the very
people and environment the weapons
are meant to protect.

Though clean-up of some of the
most contaminated waste sites has
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begun, there is fear that Rocky Flats
might become a "national sacrifice
zone," an area simply closed off and
not cleaned-up. This is because the
ground water and soil are so full of
radioactive and chemically toxic ma
terials that the cost of a complete
clean-up will be staggering.

This fear is heightened by the clas~

sified "2010 Report" (see page 8)
which recommends that Rocky Flats
be closed and its operations moved
to the Idaho National Engineering
Laboratory (lNEL).

The "temporary" storage of trans
uranic wastes at the Plant is another
problem. The Colorado Health De
partment has given Rocky Flats a per
mit to store a certain amount of these
wastes until a permanent djsposal site
is found. Previously, wastes were
shipped to INEL. But in October Gov
ernor Andrus of Idaho said, "No
more!" Colorado's Governor Romer
has threatened to dose Rocky Flats
when the waste limit is reached.

At a meeting on December 16 with
the affected governors, Energy De
partment officials promised to come
up with a plan, and convinced the
governors that "national security" re
quires keeping Rocky Flats open.

Colorado activists are now faced
with a number of challenges. The im
mediate one is to hold Governor
Romer to his promise not to let Rocky
Flats exceed the amount of trans
uranic waste that can be temporarily
stored at the plant. But the broader
challenges include assuring that

• the extremely serious contamina~

tion at the plant is cleaned up as fully
as possible
• government funds are available for
this clean-up
• Rocky Flats be closed as a threat to
public health and the environment
• jobs are assured for present Rocky
Flats workers, many of whom could
be employed in the site clean-up
• all documents relating to contami
nation and safety problems at the
plant be available to the public.

Colorado activists are beginning to
plan strategies and tactics for achiev
ing both the short-range and long
range goals noted above. The Ameri~

can Friends Service Committee, Citi
zens Against Rocky Flats Contamina
tion, Colorado Peace Network and
the Rocky Mountain Peace Center are
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unteer, state-wide organization that
has been opposing the Waste Isola
tion Pilot Plant (WIPP) for the last 10
years. We feel that the Plant poses
an unacceptable threat to our fami
lies, homes, and businesses.

The Department of Energy (DOE)
intends to ship plutonium wastes to
the WIPP site in southeastern New
Mexico at the rate of one truck load
every 6 hours. Some of these wastes
will travel down through the center
of Albuquerque. The state's Environ
mental Evaluation Group estimates
there will be 43 accidents involving
shipments of radioactive waste. If an
accident happens and plutonium is
released. it may never be completely
cleaned up.

legislation has been proposed to
allow the Energy Department to place
these radioactive wastes into the
WIPP site without complying with the
Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) standards, requiring trans
uranic wastes be isolated from the en
vironment for 10,000 years.

The Environmental Evaluation
Group has stated that WIPP may not
be able to comply because water is
seeping into the repository from an
aquifer above and because a reservoir
800 feet below which is filled with
brine and hydrogen-sulfide gas, pres
surized at 2000 pounds per square
inch. A drill hole which extends
through the center of the site to
within 200 feet of that reservoir could
allow the hydrogen-sulfide gas and
brine to flow upwards into the reposi
tory.

The hydrogen-sulfide gas is in le
thaJ concentrations, even for those
wearing a respirator. The gas is corn,.
sive enough to eat through steel and
concrete-and it is explosive.

In the Spring of 1989 we plan to
continue our organizing with our
newsletter, "The Enchanted Times,"
which is mailed to 1600 homes and
distributed through book stores and
restaurants. And we plan to produce
and air a number of radio commer
cials designed to change the position
of politicians in regard to WIPP's com
pliance with the Environmental Pro
tection Agency standards.

Though WIPP was supposed to be
gin receiving waste in October of
1988, it has been delayed.

We believe WIPP can be stopped.

Bob Aly is a uoll/nteer for Citizens for
AI/ematives:o Radioactive Dumping.

WIPPing
New Mexico

by Bob Aly

Citizens for Alternatives to Radio
active Dumping (CARD) is an all vol·

Usa Crawford is an organizer for
FRESH.

Fernald
by Usa Crawford

The CoveT of Time magazine for October
31, 1988.

among the organizations involved in
this work.

Never before have so many people
been so informed and so concerned
about the serious threat Rocky Flats
poses to their health and environ
ment. Consequently, after many
years of just a few people consistently
pressing the charges against Rocky
Flats and often feeling like voices cry
~g unheard in the wilderness, there
IS hope.

The recent flood of publicity about
the careless practices at the nation's
bomb factories has had a tremendous
affect on our local group, Fernald
Residents for Environmental Safety
and Health (FRESH).

It's hard to believe thata small com
munity organization has been able to
get international and national atten
tion. But when the health and safety
of ourselves and our children are
drastically affected, it becomes clear

that the nation and the world should
be aware of the fears that we experi·
ence with a nuclear waste dump in
our backyard.

I also believe that it has made us all
much stronger and better. This expe
rience has been a valuable education,
allowing us to inform better those
who live near these old and dirty
bomb factories.

The most important thing that all
of this attention has done is to make
the Department of Energy realize that

Tom Raud, is the director of Rocky Flatsl they won't be able to continue to run
Nuclear Disarmamellt Project of tire their operations under a shroud of se
American Friends Service Committee. and crecy. That in itself is a huge success.
he is on tile steering committee ofCitizens We will continue what we have
Against Rocky Flats Coutamitlatiotl. been doing for the past 4 years:
-' ...:... ---.J monthly meetings, community edu-

cation, monitoring the activities of
Fernald, pursuing our elected offi
cials, testifying before senate and con
gressional hearings, inviting experts
to help us deal with technical issues,
and working with the local and na
tional media. Finally, we will con
tinue to pursue the S300 million law
suit filed by the residents of this com
munity against the Department of En
ergy.

If Fernald is closed as the "2010 Re
port" suggests (see page 8) we will
focus our organizing around clean-up
efforts. The day George Bush takes
office we will send a certified letter
to him with our concerns as neighbors
of this nuclear weapons facility. We
will tell him that we will not settle for
anything less than a total dean-up of
this mess that the Energy Department
has created. We will travel to the
White House if we have to. And we
will keep this issue in the public's eye
for as long as it takes. We wiII also
hound elected officials until the
money is appropriated and the job is
done.
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Hanford
by Jim Thomas

cost as a nation to produce and main
tain our nuclear arsenal.

In South Carolina, people are be·
ginning to ask "why?" Public hear·
ings soliciting comments on a New
Production Reactor at Savannah River
Plant brought many more dissenters
than proponents. And things promise
to continue to heat up.

The majority of South Carolinians,
according to a recent newspaper poll,
do not favor the restart of the reactors
at SRP. Because of an increase in
safety concerns coupled with two
lawsuits about the environmental im·
pact statements, there may be more
hearings and opportunities for people
to speak out in 1989.

Francie Hart is chairperson of Energy
Research Foundation of Columbia, South
Carolilla.

by Francie Hart

Savannah River
Plant

Events in the past year have moved
the public perception about the
Savannah River Plant from one of
vague unease to serious concern and
even outrage.

Revelations about cracks in reactor
cooling water lines, unreliable seismic
bracing, new discoveries about fault
lines near the plant, problems in
safety programs, and astronomical
cleanup costs---we're learning more
and more about what it has and will

Because Idaho's congressional dele
gation supports the plant, the Alli
ance will be working to sway votes
of congresspeople from other states.
Idaho activists are being "Peace Pals"
with concerned citizens in key con
gressional districts by writing them
and encouraging them to lobby their
representatives.

[n April, Idaho activists will travel
to Washington, DC, to lobby against
the separations plant. Also, dUring
the. discussion in the Idaho legislature
on the role of state and INEl, the Alli
ance wiII be caJljng for more monitor·
ing and regulation.

As one Idaho newspaper put it,
"The testimony on a New Production
Reactor is already in. The testimony
is Hanford, Fernald. Oak Ridge, and
Savannah River, places where the
public is paying the nuclear piper and
finally realizing it." ,--------------

The "2010 Report" is just another
official affirmation of what the Snake
River Alliance has said for years. The
Energy Department sees Idaho as a
domestic, third-world country, an ex
pendable. Iow-population wasteland,
from where they can continue to
churn out the poisons that arm Amer~

ica's missiles and destroy its environ
ment and citizens.

The Snake River Alliance has
proven that it is not going to let the
Department of Energy build bombs
in Idaho without a fight, and it is a
fight we plan to win.

Liz Paul is 1nl organizer und staffperson
for the Snuke River Alliance.

A couple of years before the release
of the "2010 Report" or the flurry of
articles in Tile New York Times, reve
lations of problems at Hanford had
surfaced, creating an initial public
alarm. Now the prospect of the Cen
tets for Disease Control's health study
is helping raise concern and aware
ness again. The study is expected to
take 3 to 5 years, and the Hanford
Education Action league (HEAL) is

,----------------1 assisting the Centerin locating people
through school records.

Battelle Pacific Northwest Labora·
tories has a 515 million Department
of Energy contract for a Dose Recon·
struction Projeel inclusive of years
1944 to the present. This will include
documentation of amounts of radia
tion released, how it entered the food
chain and the range of doses people
could have received. HEAL expects
to be kept busy monitoring BatteUe
to assure that a credible study is done.

The Energy Department is concen
trating more on clean-up of nuclear
weapons waste rather than produc
tion at Hanford. The Plant is third on
a list of 3 possible sites for tritium
production. With tritium production
being only a vague possibility, activ
ists in the area will be focussing on
the health studies and reconstructing

The recommendations of the De
partment of Energy's "2010 Report"
came as no surprise to the Snake River
Alliance. The report identified the
Idaho National Engineering labora
tory (lNEL) as one of 3 sites in the
V.S. for consolidated weapons pro
duction activity.

The Energy Department has al
ready chosen lNEl as the location for
the Special Isotope Separation pluto~

nium refinery and a 4-reactor tritium
production facility, known as the
New Production Reactor. In addition,
it is likely that the Rocky Flats pluto
nium operations will be transferred
to lNEL when Rocky Flats closes.

Nuclear weapons production has
never been a major part of INEL's
mission. Howeve.r, the "2010 Report"
seeks to change that with these pro
posed weapons facilities. Conse
quently, the Snake River Alliance will
be working to increase public aware
ness of the problems that accompany
the DOE's bomb factories. Idahoans
must realize that bomb factories will
include their own disgraceful and se
cretive mode of operation.

Furthermore, the Snake River Alli
ance is very concerned about funding
for waste disposal and c1ean~up of
contamination. It is absurd for the
2010 Report to recommend only $29
billion on dean-up when the Energy
Department's own staff estimates
that it will cost as much as $110 bil
lion.

The Snake River Alliance is enter
ing the third year of a campaign to
build citizen opposition to the Energy
Department's plans to make INEL a
nuclear weapons production center.
The campaign, Life-Guard Idaho, has
successfully involved citizens in pub
lic hearings on the proposed weapons
facilities, brought national attention
to the issues and built networks lo
cally, regionally and nationally.

This is a pivotal year since construc
tion on the plutonium separation
plant is to begin in April. So the Alli
ance has developed an innovative
grassroots and direct lobbying effort
to support legislation opposed to the
separations plant.

by liz Paul

Idaho National
Engineering Lab



8 • WINTER 1988-89

The 2010 Report

Modernization and Clean-up
at the DOE

Results of the
Citizens Poll

In October of last year the Radio
active Waste Campaign sent a letter
to those of you on the mailing list.
Thtm'! were 141 responses to our
poll:

t. Solution to problem of radio
active waste:
112 stop generating waste by

shutting down power plants
& weapons facilities

81 do community education and
organizing

50 lobby Congress
36 organize referenda
22 let government/industry dean

it up
o do nothing

OTHER:
9 make industry Igovemment

dean it up
make nuclear lobbyists carry
ID cards made of waste
make Marvin the Seaetary of
DOE

1 demonstrate
1 boycott GE and Westinghoust'
1 try everything
1 dispose waste best possible

w.y
1 keep waste on site
I more research on alternatives
I put the waste high in a moun-

tain
work with government and in
dustry

1 punish or replace the govern
m€nt and the DOE

1 write the President
1 develop sites for medical and

industrial waste
1 pray for a meltdown

2. 1 am interested in the follow
ing radioactive waste issues:
98 nuclear power
96 "Iow-level" waste
95 high-level waste
92 nuclear weapons
90 nuclear transportation
84 food irradiation
73 decommissioning
69 DOE facilities
67 medical waste
61 incineration
59 irradiated fuel storage
55 Manhattan project sites
54 uranium mining
48 West Valley
48 MRS facility
40 apartheid ore

_ ..... e-_
••-
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FOIA's as a venue for information
gathering about the Idaho National
Engineering Laboratory.

]im Thomas is a research assista"t for
tire Hallford Education Action l..eague ill
Spo/awe. Was1lillgtoll.

The long-awaited plans by
the Department of Energy for
consolidating and moderniz
ing the nuclear weapons com-
plex were leaked to the press
December 27. A more com
plete 83-page version was re
leased by the White House
January 12. The so-called
"2010 Report" calls for clos
ing down the Hanford, Fer
nald, Mound Laboratory and
Rocky Flats facilities, and
consolidating operations in
Idaho, South Carolina and
Tennessee.

Two new plutonium and
tritium production reactors
would be built at the Idaho
National Engineering labora
tory and Savannah River
Plant. The Pantex Plant in Amarillo, Texas (see page 9) would continue
to assemble and disassemble nuclear warheads under the Energy Depart
ment plan. The totaJ cost for the consolidation, modernization and clean
up program, expected to be completed by the year 2010 (hence the name,
"2010 Report") is $81 billion. Only $29 billion of this total is for clean-up.

The "2010 Report" greatly reduces the projected costs for cleaning up
past waste problems in the weapons complex which are leading to mas
sive groundwater contamination across the country. This remediation
effort, first discussed in a July report to the Chair of the Senate Govern
ment Operations Committee, Senator John Glenn, was expected to cost
up to $110 billion. Over the Department's objections. the White House
scaled down projected costs to $29 billion. The Energy Department's
budget for fiscal year 1990 was delivered to Congress January 9.

Only an Executive Summary of the "2010 Report" was released in
December. The full report is still classified and unavailable for public
review. The release of the summary was apparently timed for the period
between Christmas and New Years Day when Congress is closed. The
Radjoactive Waste Campaign issued a press release on December 8 charg
ing that citizens were again being kept in the dark by the Department's
secret plans.

Copies of the 83-page summary can be obtained by sending $8 to the
Radioactive Waste Campaign, 625 Broadway, 2nd Floor, New York, New
York 10012.

the history of Hanford using informa
tion gathered through Freedom of in
formation Act (FOIA) requests.

There are currently a dozen active
FOLA requests and 6 more coming.
Activists here are working with a coa
lition of Idaho groups as well, in using

MR
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COVER-UP!

Pantex Devastated by Tornado
21 Years Ago
by Marvin Resnikoff

l ust before 6pm on Sunday, Septem
ber 3, 1967, a tornado and hail
storm swept across the Pantex

lant in Amarillo, Texas, the final as
sembly facility for nuclear weapons
in the United States.

The winds were over 100 mph and
the hailstones were as large as base
balls. Roof beams came down and
damaged nuclear warheads in vari
ous stages of assembly. Damage to
the Plant was extensive.

Yet, information released to the
media at that time painted a much
different picture, providing a glimpse
into how the Atomic Energy Commis
sion and its successor, the Depart
ment of Energy, manage the news
media.

The Cover-Up
Pantex issued a press release the

following day reporting only damage
to roofs, glass and plant utilities. This

Marvin Resnikoff is the research director
for the Radioactive Waste Campaign.

misleading information was printed
almost verbatim in the September 5
Amari/lo Daily Ne1tJ~two days after
the storm. The newspaper was al
lowed to take pictures of the damaged
administration building, vehicles and
overturned trailers. Though Pantex
was producing nuclear weapons, the
local newspapers only referred to it
as an "ordnance plant."

Despite heavy censorship, informa
tion recently obtained by the Radioac
tive Waste Campaign through the
Freedom of Information Act provides
additional details of the accident and
the damage.

What Really Happened
The storm appeared suddenly. The

first warnings from the U.5. Weather
Bureau in Amarillo were received at
5 pm. Being Sunday, few workers
were at the plant. At 5:50 pm all in
coming power was lost. Fifteen min
utes later the full force of the storm
struck when winds gusted beyond
the 106 mph limit of the wind re
corder. By 6:20 pm the storm had

passed, though rain continued inter
mittently for several days following.

Water, which poured into the coo
fless buildings, caused extensive
damage. Flying debris shattered win
dows. Over 100 Plant vehicles were
damaged in the storm. Eightyelectri
cal poles were snapped off or severely
damaged. The estimated $2 million
damage did not include extensive
weapons and weapons component
losses, which is still classified. Not
until weeks later did Plant operations
resume.

Among the buildings which suf
fered major damage were several nu
clear weapons production buildings
and the nuclear components ware
house.

Roofs on two buildings where high
explosives were stored were blown
off. Consequently, a 6O-pound box of
high explosives received water dam
age in one building; and because of
the power loss, approximately 300
pounds of XTX explosive material in
the other building was defrosted. The
high explosives employed in the
1960's were partiqJlarly sensitive to
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REFERENDA UPDATE
Nebraska

by Lynn Moorer

A complicated ballot question and
a flood of out-of-state money defeated
Nebraska's initiative in a two-Io-one
November vote.

The ballol question included bolh
a referendum-to withdraw from the
Central Interstate Compact-and an
initialive-to place in law a voter ap·
proval requirement for construction
of any dump. State law required a for
vote because of the initiative portion
of the question, thus confusing voters
who intended to vote agaiflst the
dump.

The 4 non-Nebraska waste genera·
tors joined Nebraska's Iwo public
power companies in a media blitz of
misinformation which set state re
cords in campaign expenditures.
Three out-of-state waste generators
alone spent 51.7 million to defeat the
initiative, compared to S59,<XX> spent
by the citizens' group, Nebraskans for
the Right to Vote.

This 35 to 1 ratio does not reflect a
S250,OOO "informational" campaign
by Nebraska Public Power District

heat and water, and had to be kept
refrigerated. The refrigeration prob
lem was solved at the time by using
dry ice.

The roof at the north end of another
weapons building was completely
blown off. Cranes had to be employed
to remove heavy debris, including
massive wooden arches that landed
on non-nuclear assemblies and nu
clear warhead components. Some
warheads were knocked off pallets
onto the floor.

Nuclear warheads which could be
safely handled were moved from the
building to one of the igloos, struc
tures dug partially underground and
mounded over with earth. Three ig
loos suffered minor damage, though
the Atomic Energy Commission
claims that no damage was done to
warheads themselves.•

°The Panltx Plant /lsstmlNts IHld diSllssen,lNts
nllcltllr worhtQds. This inlJO/~ combining fleclriatl
wiring and dtlo/Ultors, plulollium Iriggrrs, stCOIld
stagt lusim, componrnlS, "tulron gtntrotors o"d

which twice sought permiSSIOn to
spend ratepayer monies to campaign
overtly against the initiative. or
does it include spending by the power
companies on lawsuits attempting 10
prevent placement and 10 prejudice
the wording of the ballot question.

The power companies relied heav·
Hy on campaign firms which used
physicians, university professors,
"environmentalists," and selected
state senators 10 recite a litany of lies
and distortions--a lilany identified ef
fective through market research.

The litany included exorbitant costs
for compact withdrawal through pen
alties and higher electric and tax
rates, threats of nuclear shutdown
and danger 10 nuclear medicine and
research, and lack of any alternative
to compact membership.

US Ecology has missed the first
state deadline to name 3 finalist sites
as all but one county have withdrawn
their "interest." However, state regu
lators indicate no concern with the de
fault.

Lynn Moorer is vice-<IIair cif Nebraskalls
for tile Rig'" to Vdte.

It took 3 days to separate damaged
from undamaged materials in that
building, and to move the warheads.
Full power was not restored to the
building until 5 days after the acci·
dent. Unfortunately, reports discuss
ing the full extent of damage to war
heads were classified and not re
leased to the Campaign.

The building in which nuclear war
heads were produced suffered exten
sive damage. The roof covering the
northwest part had blown completely
off. The floor was covered with water.
Overhead doors were blown down.
Water and debris covered most of the
floor. A great deal of water was pre·
sent in most of the assembly bays,
square reinforced concrete rooms,
separated and covered by earth and

high uplosiun. For 11 'llIcltllr oomb to delo/Ullt
"pTOpt!rly," llulf Is,lor 11 nue/tar chai" rtlldion to
begin, fM tl«triatl rompolltnls musl pr«i$lly dflo
/UllttxplosilJ/lS, Ilnd 'ht nfulron gtnnutor must pro
vidt /ltulrons III 11 rrunlll momen'. l)lwuWf to firing
mechallisms or wiring amId "lUSt 11 miSfiring.

Illinois
by Cindy Bevis

On November 8, citizens of Wayne
County, lIIinois, voted overwhelm
ingly to reject the locating of a "Iow·
level" waste dump anywhere in their
county. A similar referendum in
C1ark County also passed.

The vote was 5500 against and 2600
for the referendum. The Illinois De
partment of Nuclear Safety had spent
thousands of dollars on a massive
propaganda campaign. Individuals
for a Clean Environment could only
afford word~of·mouth and an occa~

sional newspaper ad.
However, a week later, on Novem

ber 15, democracy died in Wayne
County. The county board slapped
the majority in the face by voting 8 to
6 to go ahead with characterization
of the sile for a proposed dump. The
whisper of money drowned out the
cry of the people.

c;ndy Beuis is a trustee of r"dividuals
for a Clean Environment.

designed to prevent a full-scale explo
sion of the entire plant. The damage
was so extensive that operations had
to be relocated in other buildings.
Marks on a bay wall were evidence
that weapons and components had
been buffeted from side to side by the
wind that had unroofed the building.

All electrical power was finally re
stored on September 11--8 days fol
lowing the accident. Twelve days af
ter the accident, some programs went
back into production. The construc
tion of new weapons was delayed un
til September 25. Because of the acci
dent, no obsolete weapons for dis
mantling were received during the
entire month.

All new facilities built since the
storm have been constructed to with·
stand a tornado. However, existing
structures-such as manufacturing
cells and bays-were not designed to
be tornado·resistant, and have not
been upgraded. Roofs were simply
reconstructed. Another tornado
could cause similar or greater dam
age.
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Unsafe Casks at Any Speed
by Marvin Resnikoff

One of Ille casks used by tile Deparlment of Energy la transport irradiated fuel
rods.

T
he Department of Energy is using
uncertified and unsafe contain
ers to transport plutonium and

nuclear warheads between weapons
facilities through numerous popu
lated areas by highway and rail.

According to the General Account·
ing Office (GAO), over 14,000 unclas
sified, and many thousand additional
classified shipments took place dur
ing 1987. The GAO cited specific in
stances where the Energy Depart
ment knowingly shipped nuclear ma
terials in unsafe containers in order
to meet production goals.

Until June 1986, each Department
of Energy field office was responsible
for the safety certification of shipping
containers used by that office. Be
cause field offices frequently lacked
sufficient staff, safety took a back seat
to production needs. Furthermore,
unsafe casks were placed on high~

ways }'Jhen production needs were
pressing. The following two cases
clearly illustrate the problem.

The Brookhaven Incident
The Brookhaven National Labora

tory on Long Island, New York, has
used the MH-IA cask to transport ir
radiated fuel to the Idaho National
Engineering Laboratory. However,
the Nuclear Regulatory Commission
safety certificate for that cask expired
in August 1979. In October 1979, the
Energy Department applied to the
Commission for recertification.

Under continuing pressure from
citizens and public officials in the
New York City area, the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission raised a se
ries of questions with the Department
of Energy and the Department of
Transportation about the cask. Fol
lowing changes to the cask requested
by the Commission, the Department
submitted a revised Safety Analysis
Report to the Commission September
1982. In February 1983, the Commis
sion requested addHional safety infor
mation which the Energy Department

Marvin Resnikoff is the researcll director
for tile Radioactive Waste Campaign.

provided two years later.
Just before supplying the additional

information, the Department of En
ergy's Albuquerque office issued its
own certification. Two weeks later,
in January 1985 and without the Com
mission's approval, the Department
of Energy began shipping fuel to

The casks continued to be
usedalmost 4 months after

a safety review showed
that the casks could not
withstand an accident.

Idaho. Thirteen shipments took place
between January and May 1985.

On May 21, 1985, the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission informed the
Department of Energy and the De·
partment of Transportation that the
Department's analysis of the MH-IA
cask did not demonstrate that the
cask would survive an accident. Two
days later, the Department of Trans·
portation directed the Department of

Energy to withdraw the MH-IA from
service until the Commission's con
cerns were satisfied.

As of July 1988, following addi
tional correspondence and meetings
between the Department of Energy
and the Nuclear Regulatory Commis
sion, the cask was still not certified.

Garden Carrier and Loop
Transport Casks

The Garden Carrier and Loop
Transport Casks are used by the Oak
Ridge office to transport irradiated
fuel and other radioactive materials.
Tt-:e casks continued to be used al
most 4 months after a safety review
by Westinghouse showed that the
cask could not withstand an accident.

Westinghouse was particularly con
cerned that the carbon steel cask
could fracture in cold temperatures.
Similar concerns were raised by the
Nuclear Regulatory Commission in
January, 1979. Three memoranda in
Oak Ridge files agreed with these
conclusions.

Nevertheless, two weeks following
the June 1986 Westinghouse report,
Oak Ridge made a shipment in the

colllitllled 011 page 15
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REVIEW
Nuclear Heartland

A review of Ntlclear Heartland,
Samuel Day, Jr., forward by Philip Berri
gatl, Ntlkeumtch, The Progressive Foun
dation, Madison, Wisconsin, 96 pp, 1988.

To preface a book with Philip Berri
gan's writing is to throw cold water
on a sleeping person. His words make
us squirm and force us to reckon with
our lives. He speaks of insanity, im
morality, and the rape of God's crea
tion inherent in the arms race. He will
not allow us to forget that ailS billion
of us are held hostage on a real nu
clear death row.

How can we help but question our
collective sanity when truth mocks:
"American people pay for the pros
pect of OUT own destruction and call
it freedom." We are challenged to
view this country's idolatry, criminal
extravagance and legalization of the
weapons to destroy the earth.

Nuclear Heartland presents a chro
nology of the weapons build-up. It
allows us to fol1ow the twisted logic

NUCLUB
IIEAB'l'LAND

of how we have come to possess all
these missiles. North Dakota alone
has 300 nuclear missiles, making it the
world's third ranked nuclear weap
ons power behind U.S. and USSR.
North Dakota is named the Peace
Garden State and monuments to in-

still pride abound. Weapons are de
scribed as the evolutionary product
of three decades of strategic conflict.
This conflict is not solely between the
U.5. and USSR, but also U.S. Air
Force versus the U.S. Navy, and cor
porations and political interests as ri
vals, all in unashamed competition to

"American people pay for
the prospect of our own

destruction and call it
freedom. "

-Philip Berrigan

produce these death weapons.
Nuclear Heartland touches on the

myth of weapons creating jobs. Con
struction of these weapons provided
temporary jobs but since only a few
hundred people are needed to guard
and maintain these sites, the sur
rounding areaS do not prosper.

The section entitled "The Awaken
ing" is introduced with the stolid ac
ceptance which is characteristic of the
general public's attitude about bombs
in their backyard. But there are peo
ple who refuse to succumb to the "in
evitable." There are solitary protest
ers, beacons of hope. And there are
peace camps, held at homes near the
sites, where people can go to spend
a night or a week, to confront the
worst of humankind's developments
and to plant seeds of resistance and
hope.

The bulk of Nuclear Heartland is
maps and detailed directions to each
warhead. The missiles that pock the
High Plains, North Dakota, South Da
kota, Montana and Missouri are given
names by the volunteers who
mapped them. The names become a
litany which is ironic, frightening and
painfully long. "Out Right Insanity,"
"Blind Faith," "Criminal Intent," "Be
Here Now," "Honored and Glori
fied," and "Melting Cities" along
with all the rest take their place on
maps that are used to facilitate rallies

and raise consciousness and connect
locales with the arms race. The war
heads do exist. Here they are, and
here and here, the book shouts the
reality.

Barb Katt and John LaForge trav
elled 30,000 miles in 125 days to get
the geographic fix on each of 1,(0)
Minuteman and MX silos as well as
100 launch control centers. Their jour
nal describes meeting with other re
sisters, talking to people who' work
at the silos, living with the reality of
the bomb and performing pUrifying
rituals. It is a mixture of confrontation
with the most deadly and the hopeful
ness of the living.

The photos by John Hootan of these
lurking evils, framed by the simple,
the common, the human, are stark
and unyielding. They are dreadful as
yet more undeniable proof.

Nuclear Heartland takes us to stand
at the fences surrounding the silos.
We gaze in horror at our own
death-will we dare go in?

Nuclear Heartland is available from
Nukewatch, 315 West Gorham St.,
Madison, WI53703, for $12.50.

Jean Fazzino

New Subscribers?
The Radioactive Waste Campaign

needs your help to reach new
people. If you send us names and
addresses of those you think might
be interested in the Campaign, we
will mail them information.
Name _
Address _
City __ State _ Zip _

Name -==========Address
City __ State _ Zip _

Name
Address _
City __ State _ Zip _
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Plastic Containers for Nuke Waste
Fail Tests

by Marvin Resnikoff

Seven yearsafter the establishment
of new regulations to safely dis
pose of "low-level" waste, the

Nuclear Regulatory Commission is
back to square one.

High integrity plastic containers,
designed for 300-year integrity, may
not even remain intact for ten, accord
ing to Commission co~tractor reports
recently obtained by the Campaign.
The containers could bulge and crack,
thereby releasing radioactive materi
als to the groundwater. As such, they
may be no better than the rusting car
bon steel drums used in the past.

Highly radioactive "low-level"
waste, in the form of resins and
sludges used to clean reactor water,
is customarily disposed of in contain
ers made of polyethylene plastic. Un
der safety regulations put into place
in 1981, "low-level" waste was bro
ken down into categories, A, Band
C. Category A, consisting of contami
nated clothing, vials and trash, is dis
posed of in trenches "as is." Catego
ries Band C, consisting of the more
radioactive and long-lived "Iow
level" waste, must either be solidi
fied, or placed into containers de
signed to last 300 years.

Container Wars
The container battle, largely taking

place behind closed doors, has pitted
the Commission, this time "the good
guys," against the vendors and the
state of South Carolina.

A July 1986 report by the South
Carolina firm, Engineering Design
and Testing Corp., was the first to
quantitatively show that "polyethyl
ene is inappropriate for use in a HIC
[high integrity container]." Though
plastic can withstand chemical attack
(it is used for storage of acids in
chemical labs), tile report conclusively
demonstrated that the plastic containers
in use at the Bamwell faCility would

Marvin Resnikoff is tile research director
for the Radioactive Waste Campaign.

buckle and rupture when buried under
tons of earth.

As a result of this report, the Nu
clear Regulatory Commission funded
a major testing and research effort by
Brookhaven National Laboratory on
Long Island. The response by the
South Carolina Board of Health was
entirely opposite. They enlisted the

Plastic containers would
buckle and rupture when
buried under tons ofearth .

assistance of six of the container ven
dors, to attack the Design and Testing
report.

Each issue raised by the state of
South Carolina was met by sophisti
cated responses and new concerns by
Brookhaven and Professor Stewart
Silling, a Brown University engineer
serving as consultant to the Commis
sion.

The vendors often presented con
flicting safety claims. On the one
hand, they argued that plastic would
flex under stress. But they also argued
that plastic would become more rigid
and structurally stable over time.
However, Silling countered that stiff
plastic would rupture under burial
conditions. In fact, it appears that ra
diation increases the stiffness prob
lem.

The most curious argument raised
by manufacturers was that data for
the mechanical properties of polyeth
ylene are incomplete, and that further
research is needed. As the Commis
sion pointed out, incomplete data is
hardly a convincing argument for li
censing of present designs.

In a report dated June 10, 1988,
Silling concluded that "there is noevi
dence that the materials proposed for
the HIC designs (polyethylene) can
last for 300 years under the expected
conditions, and there is considerable

evidence that they may not."
Of course, the burial conditions

could change if above ground storage
vaults were used instead of trenches.
In that case, the containers would not
need to support tons of earth. The
concrete vault would provide the sup
port.

Solidification
The solidification techniques of

chemical lxmdi11g and encapsulation
have also come under fire.

Chemical bonding utilizes Portland
and gypsum cements. Cement waste
forms have swelled and disinte
grated, making solidification incom
plete. As a result, the Commission
has limited the amount of waste that
can be added to cement. Urea formal
dehyde material used in the 1970's as
a solidification agent was abandoned
when free radioactive liquid resulted
during aging.

The encapsulation techniques, in
which waste is physically surrounded_
by the matrix material, have also run
into problems. Bitumen is somewhat

. plastic and cannot meet the Commis
sion's structuraJ load criteria. One
form of bitumen, an oxidized fonn,
has been approved for use.

Approval and Licensing
High Integrity Containers are li

censed for use by the states which
have operating landfills--Washing
ton, South Carolina and Nevada.
Since the Nuclear Regulatory Com
mission has the scientific expertise,
the states rely on the Commission to
review each container.

Safety or Topical Reports are filed
with the Commission. Acceptance of
a Topical Report is an indication that
the manufacturer has resolved out
standing technical questions. All
Topical Reports for polyethylene con
tainers have now been rejected by the
Commission.

As of February 1988, only one so-
continued on page 14
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RADSCOPE
New York Selects 10

"Candidate" Areas for
"Low-Level" Waste Dump

The selection of 10 possible areas for
a radioactive dump on December 20
set off a storm of protest across New
York state.

The New York State Low-Level Ra
dioactive Waste Siting Commission
announcement was the second stage
in the process of finding a "Iow-level"
waste dump for New York. Eight po
tential sites within those areas are to
be chosen by May ]989. Two months
later the number will be reduced to
just4 sites. By Septemberl990 studies
are to be completed characterizing
these 4 sites. According to federal law
a dump must be operating in New
York by January 1, ]993.

A coalition of environmental
groups criticized the Siting Commis
sion and Governor Cuomo for inade-

PLASTIC /Colltilllled

lidjfication process, and two non
polyethylene container designs were
approved by the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission.

The state of South Carolina, known
for its cozy relationship with the nu
clear industry, has refused to halt dis
posal of "Iow-level" waste in these
uncertified containers at the Barnwell
landfilL where 650 of these containers
were used for burial in ]987.

More recently, to reduce the load
on the plastic containers, Chem-Nu
clear has proposed concrete caissons
for Category C waste, and burial of
Category Bwaste within 10 feet of the
surface. Both preliminary concepts
were immediately accepted by South
Carolina.

The ]981 regulations were estab
lished to avoid the problems of the
past. At the three closed radioactive
landfills, West Valley, New York,
Maxey Flats, Kentucky and Sheffield,
Illinois, waste was buried in card
board boxes or carbon steel drums
which shortly rusted out. The 1981
regulations require long-lived wastes
to be solidified or disposed of in high
integrity containers. But without ap
propriate containers, the situation is
now back to pre-1981 conditions.

quacies in the siting process and for
not focusing on the reduction of "Iow
level" waste.

The Siting Commission argued that
waste reduction would cause the loss
of vital medical treatments. However,
in a December 20 press release, the
environmentalists countered that the
"vast majority of medical treatment
and diagnostic waste is hazardous (or
less than one year and only contains
a small amount of radioactivity. By
contrast the 6 operating and 2 closed
nuclear power plants in New York
state ... will remain hazardous well
beyond the 100 years that New York
State plans to monitor and care for
this waste."

The coalition also took issue with
the Siting Commission's contention
that it is possible to "permanently
dispose" of such long-lived waste.
They proposed that long-term waste
be stored in above-ground, moni
tored vaults with mechanisms to en
sure easy retrievability when the con
tainers begin to break down and need
repair.

For further information, contact the
Environmental Planning Lobby (518
462-5526), West Valley Coalition (716
941-3168), Nuclear Information and
Resource Service (202-328-0002), or
the Radioactive Waste Campaign
(212-473-7390).

SupercoIIider Update
Texas is the winner of the Super

conducting Supercollider sweep
stakes. In November, 1988 the De
partment of Energy selected a site
south of Dallas. One of the 7 finalists,
the state of Illinois had spent $10 mil
lion on its unsuccessful bid.

The Supercollider is described as a
20 trillion electron-volt proton syn
chrotron designed to accomplish a ba
sic goal of physics: the discovery of a
grand unified theory of fundamental
forces in nature.

Building the Supercollider is ex
pected to cost more than $4 billion.
Getting Congress to pay the bill may
be very difficult, especially now that
other finalists are out of the running.

One interesting challenge will be
what to do with the 2 million cubic
yards of dirt that will be removed in
order to construct the necessary 53
mile-long tunnel. Another challenge

will be safe disposal of the waste, in
cluding an estimated 400 to 70,000 cu
bic feet of "low-level" radioactive
waste produced each year.

New Hampshire
and Vermont

Denied Access to Hanford
The state of Washington has deter

mined that New Hampshire and Ver
mont are not in compliance with the
Low-Level Radioactive Waste Policy
Act Amendments which require that
a siting plan be developed by Ianuary
L 1988. Consequently, they have
been denied access to the Hanford
"Iow-level" waste disposal facility.

Nevada Actions
Nevada activists are hosting two

separate events in April which should
be of interest to Waste Paper readers.

The first is Reclaim the Test Site 11
from April 7 to 16,1989, at the Nevada
Test Site. This event will include a
rally and civil disobedience. For more
information contact the American
Peace Test at their Las Vegas office,
(702)731-9644.

The second event is Citizen Alert's
Caravan to militarized areas of Ne
vada and Western Shoshone home
lands. We will depart the Nevada Test
Site on April 16 and drive to Yucca
mountain for a hike up the side, then
continue to Moore's Station/Project
Faultless. The latter is the site of a
one-megaton blast in 1968 and the for
mer is a deserted oasis and stagecoach
stop.

The next day the caravan will drive
to the Duckwater Shoshone Reserva
tion, where the Western Shoshone
Nation is based, for a celebration and
a soak in the hot springs. On Tues
day, April 18, the caravan will end.

Western Shoshone elders and activ
ists will escort the caravan through
Shoshone country, pointing out mili
tary intrusions and other environ
mentally abusive activities. Camping
conditions will be fairly rustic, espe
cially if you don't like to pee behind
sagebrush or cottonwood or Juniper!

For more information, please call
Citizen Alert at (702)827-4200.

Bob Fulkerson
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Defining Away
Nuclear Waste

"It's not radioactive unless we say
it is" seems to be the policy of the
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
(NRC) in dealing with the disposal of
radioactive waste.

And as the cost of commercial
"low-level" radioactive waste soars,
the NRC is being increasingly pres
swed by industry to redefine their
waste into categories which will re
duce their storage problems.

In amendments to the 1985 Low
Level Radioactive Waste Policy Act,
Congress called for the Nuclear Regu
latory Commission (NRC) to set up a
simplified procedure for waste gen
erators (such as utilities) to get their
waste exempted from regulatory con
trol-below regulatory concern (BRC).

The NRC claimed that creating
such a category would provide for
"more efficient and consistent regula
tion," and would expose the public
to "inSignificant levels" of radiation.

CASKS/continued

Loop Transport cask. About a month
later, Oak Ridge made a shipment in
the Garden Carrier cask. Oak Ridge
explained their actions by stating that
they considered the issues raised by
Westinghouse to be mostly "techni
cal" concerns that did not affect pack
age safety. In January 1987, the De
partment of Energy finally pulled the
two casks from the road.

Coordination of Warhead
Shipments

The Brookhaven and Oak Ridge in
cidents finally prompted the Depart
ment of Energy to consolidate the
cask certification process in Washing
ton, D.e. headquarters. Responsibil
ity for certifying containers for nu
clear weapons and irradiated fuel
from submarines, remains with the
Department's offices at Albuquerque
and Idaho, respectively.

The General Accounting Office has
questioned the wisdom of having AI
buquerque coordinate the movement
of nuclear weapons and strategic ma
terials, while simultaneously certify
ing the shipping packages needed.
According to GAD, conflicts were in-

But citizens were quick to point out
that this meant such nuclear waste
could be "disposed of" into municipal
landfills, incinerators or sewers, or
even buried or burned at the site of
generation, rather than stored at ra
dioactive waste facilities.

The NRC is now seeking to expand
this Below Regulatory Concern provi
sion to include radioactive consumer
goods and industrial processes, and
is actually encouraging generators to
petition the agency to have these ma
terials exempted.

In fact, the Electric Power Research
Institute, a consortium of American
nuclear utility companies, has spent
over $2 million since 1986 developing
the documentation to justify deregu
lating over a third of the so-called
"Iow-level" waste from nuclear
power plants.

Because there will likely be no limit
to the types of radioactive waste that
can be deregulated, and because
there is no provision to enforce the
exposure limits, people could receive
significant doses of radiation from
BRC waste.

evitable, and the public safety could
be compromised.

One type of shipment is of particu
lar concern-transportation of nu
clear missiles to and from the Pantex
Plant in Amarillo, Texas. Armed nu
clear warheads are shipped on lnter
states without additional contain
ment in the trailer of unmarked
semis. In the event of an accident, the
high explosives could release pluto
nium.

While the Department claims that
nuclear missiles provide sufficient
packaging in case of an accident, such
was not the case in Palomares, Spain
when two nuclear bombs detonated
after being accidentally dropped on a
beach. A similar plutonium release in
a city could be catastrophic.

The General Accounting Office
concludes that all shipping container
licensing should be centralized within
the Department's headquarters, un
der an Energy Department official
with sufficient authority to ensure
that production needs do not compro
mise safety.
Send for "00£ Needs to Take Furtller
Actions to £lIsure Safe TransportatiOlI of
Radioactive Materials," GAOIRC£D-88
195, September 1988, General keolmt
ing Office, Wasltingtol1, DC 20548.
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Furthermore, the Commission is
once again neglecting its responsibil
ity to regulate the American nuclear
industry. If these radioactive waste
streams are deregulated, it would be
up to the generators to determine
what is too much radiation at any par
ticular dump.

ACFION: For a sample resolution that
call be /lsed by local cOlllmlmities to outlaw
BRC waste, cOl/tact Dial1e D'Arrigo at
Nuclear Information aud Resource Serv
ice, 1424 16th SI. NW, Suite 601, Was/I
ingtoll, DC, 20036, (202)328-0002.

Jennifer Tichenor

MEMBERSHIP &
SUBSCRfi>TION

Please become a member of the
Radioactive Waste Campaign,
and join us and citizens world
wide in the battle to stop gener
ating nuclear waste. Members
receive an annual subscription
to the Waste Paper.
Yes! I want to become part of the
Radioactive Waste Campaign's
work for a clean, safe environment.
Please sign me up. Check one:

o $20 regular
0$50 instilutionsflibraries
0$10 low-income

o Enclosed is $ __ additional
donation.
o Pleasecheck this box ifyou would
like to become a member, as indi
cated above, but do not want to
receive the Waste Paper.

Subscription
(without membership)
o IdonotwanttojointheCampaign
at this time, but would like to sub
scribe to the Waste Papa.

o sa for 1 year
OS14 for 2 yearso SISinstitutionsllibrarieslintemational

Name _

Phone

Address
City _

State
71ft RJUtioodiw WIlSI~ Ullrr1"','gn i5" no,,·,>m{jl,
public irrltTl!SI o,;""i:<>riorr aptnIIlIlS u/IIkT
Sa:tum SOl(eX)} of tl,r In/mlRl Rnotnllt Coth.
C",,/.i/>llIW"$ 10 lilt Olmplllgll /lrt /n·dtdudilU.

Radioactive Waste Campaign
625 Broadway, 2nd Floor

New York, NY 10012
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LETTERS
Distinguishing

Yechs From Yuks

Dear editor:
The Fall 88 issue of the Waste Paper

was, I think the best ever. I found
myself xeroxing almost every page for
my files. I also enjoy the nuclear black
comedy of the Radscope column.

One small complaint, though: it's
hard to tell the yechs from the yuks.
Could I suggest that, especially for

CARL JOHNSON
1929 -1988

Or. Carl ]. ]ohnson, an early
critic of nuclear weapons facto
ries, died following heart sur
gery in Lakewood, Colorado, on
December 29. During the mid·
1970's ]ohnson was public
health director in ]efferson
County near the Rocky Flats nu
clear weapons plant. He found
44 times more plutonium in the
soil next to the plant than had
been previously reported. ]ohn
son also published a study in
1984 about the increased cancer
deaths downwind from the
Nevada Test Site.

those news bits you document your
sources? It would make the informa
tion much more usable.
Naturally yours,
Kernp Houck
Earthnet
Kansas City, MO

Organizing Against
Nuclear Waste Transport

Dear editor:
Thank you for your coverage of our

~fforts for nuclear safety here in New
Mexico. However, rwould like to clar
ify the point that you \Jlade of my
"campaign resulting in Santa Fe
school children taking a letter about
the WIPP site to their parents" [Fan
1988 issue of the Waste Paper].

That's not quite correct. I brought
my safety concerns about the trans·

ERRATA
The recently issued Radio

active Waste Campaign's 10th
Anlliversary Book inadvertently
omitted The New England Coa
lition on Nuclear Pollution from
the listing of "Friends of the
Campaign."

portation of nuclear waste close to our
schools to the Santa Fe Public School
Board. Consequently, they sent a let
ter home to the parents expressing
concern for the safety of our children.

I encourage anyone else living in
the 23 states along the WIPP route to
do the same. For information as to
which cities and states are on that
rOlite, please call Concerned Citizens
for Nuclear Safety at (505)986-1973.
Sincerely,
Priscilla Logan
Santa Fe, NM

SPECIAL EDITION
OF RWC 10th

ANNIVERSARY BOOK
NOW AVAILABLE

The Radioactive Waste Cam
paign has just published a
special edition of Radioactive
Waste Campaign-The First 10
Years. This edition has a stiff
2-color cover with photos and
text reproduced on quality pa·
per. To order, send $5 to the
Radioactive Waste Campaign,
625 Broadway, 2nd Floor, New
York, NY 10012, and ask for "the
special edition" of The First 10
Years.
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