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Customers Will Pay for Decommissioning Unit 2

In a complete reversal of position, the Public Utility Commission ruled in early March that Metropoli
tan Edison Company ratepayers must help pay the cost of dismantling the damaged TMI Unit 2. In a 
preliminary vote on January 21 widely heralded as a victory for consumers, PUC Commissioner 
David Rolka voted in the majority in a 2-1 vote against allowing Met-Ed to charge customers for 
decommissioning the plant. On March 11 Rolka voted the other way, saying upon further consider
ation he believed the charges were appropriate.

"I am extremely disappointed," said State Consumer Advocate Irwin Popowsky. "I believe the origi
nal commission order was exactly correct and the reversal was wrong," he added. Popowsky said the 
state will appeal the decision on behalf of Met-Ed ratepayers. Popowsky said it is unfair that 
ratepayers should have to pay to decommission a plant from which they received little benefit.

Rolka, however, said "There is no dispute that the $8,302,000 (annually) is the amount of decommis
sioning costs that the company would have incurred, whether or not the accident happened."

Security Breach at TMI, World Trade Bombing Raise Safety Concerns

Nuclear Regulatory Commission Chairman Ivan Selin told a U.S. Senate subcommittee the February 
7 security breach at TMI and the bombing at the World Trade Center prompted his agency to rethink 
its security regulations. Selin said though a big bomb would be unlikely to trigger a radiation release, 
a big enough blast could hurt safety systems and leave the plant "skating on thin ice."

A terrorism expert with the Rand Corporation told the committee, "One similarly shudders to think 
what professional terrorists, well-armed and trained in combat skills, driving something more formi
dable that a Plymouth station wagon, could accomplish should they decide that the defenses and 
security measures at this country's commercial nuclear power plants were permeable."

Three Mile Island Alert, in testimony before the Pa. House Consumer Affairs Committee, said the 
nuclear industry and NRC have demonstrated an attitude reminiscent of their prediction that a TMI- 
type accident was non-credible, in their refusal to come to terms with the possibility of a terrorist 
attack. The NRC has, in fact, taken steps recently to reduce security at nuclear plants and has failed to 
heed warnings that the public health and safety could be at risk.
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In its testimony, TMIA recommended a security audit by the Pa. State 1 olice, vehicle barricades at 
both bridges, a truck lift at the North Gate to allow the inspection of the underside of vehicles, better 
lighting, boat patrols, and other security measures to ensure the integrity of the site.

Local Officials Upset Over Notification Process

Pierce Nye drove his Plymouth onto Three Mile Island without challenge at 7:05 a.m., crashed 
through a security gate, and remained undetected for more than four hours. Frank Linn, President of 
the Lower Swatara Township Commissioners heard about the incident after residents called him after 
hearing about the incident on Cable News Network. Linn, who said he was embarrassed by his lack 
of information, finally heard from the County at 10:30 a.m. and from GPU at 12:22 p.m., more than an 
hour after Nye was apprehended.

TMI spokesman Bill Gross, who normally would have had the responsibility for calling Linn, told the 
Patriot-News he could not as he was in Cancun on vacatiqp. He said the lack of a call was an over
sight.

March 28 Marks 14th Anniversary

The Three Mile Accident began 14 years ago and, as noted in the stories above, its impact is still being 
felt by residents and ratepayers. TMIA plans no observance of the anniversary, but has announced 
planning is underway for next year's fifteenth anniversary.

NRC Denies Petition to Close Plants Using Faulty Fire Prevention Material

The NRC denied a petition from the Nuclear Information Resource Service (NIRS) to suspend the 
licenses of reactors which use Thermo-Lag, a fire barrier material used to protect vital electrical cables 
at 84 U.S. reactors including TMI, Limerick, Peach Bottom and the Susquehanna Plant in Berwick.

Officials from the company that manufactures Thermo-Lag are charged with misrepresenting the 
effectiveness of the product, saying it passed tests proving it would work. In fact, the product failed 
repeated tests and, according to John Dingell, chairman of the House Energy and Commerce Com
mittee, tests showed a $2.70 piece of gypsum or plasterboard withstood fire for 56 minutes while a 
$400 piece of Thermo-Lag under identical conditions lasted only 22 minutes.

A federal grand jury February 1 issued subpoenas to the nation's utilities, reactor construction com
panies, and Thermal Science, Inc. (manufacturer of Thermo-Lag). The grand jury was formed in the 
U.S. District Court in Baltimore, apparently at the request of the NRC's Office of Inspector General, 
which is conducting an investigation of Thermo-Lag's failures and the NRC's laggard response to 
indications the material does not meet regulations.

NRC Chairman Ivan Selin told Congressman Dingell's Committee, "We screwed up. We had every 
opportunity to make sure this mess was nipped in the bud ... We didn't do our job."

Please renew your membership, then give more to support TMIA activities

Name_______________________________ _  Phone------------------------------------------------

Address_____________ __________________________________________ ZIP-------------

Intervention Fund Contribution: □ $10 □ $20 CI$50 ^$100 □ MORE (Checks in 
the amount of $50 or more can be made payable to the TMI Legal Fund for tax deduction 
purposes.

Membership: ____$15 Regular Members ____$50 Sustaining Membership
____$25 Non-Profit Organization ____ $100 Patron 
____$5 Low Income/Student ____ $200 Club Member

____$5 Non-member newsletter subscription

PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN TO TMIA, 315 Peffer Street, Harrisburg, PA 17102
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TMI Could Serve as Rad Waste Dump

Under the provisions of the federal Low Level Radioactive Policy Act passed by Congress in 1980, the 
nation's three active disposal sites for low level waste have been allowed to reject waste from outside 
their service areas as of January 1,1993. Nevada shut its Beatty facility completely and the site at 
Hanford, Washington now only accepts waste from six neighboring states. That leaves Barnwell, 
South Carolina, which has announced it will be closed to outsiders in mid-1994.

TMI is currently shipping wastes to Barnwell, but TMI's operators plan to store wastes on site until 
Chem Nuclear, operator of the Barnwell site, gets a site approved and builds a permanent storage 
facility somewhere in Pennsylvania to handle waste from Pennsylvania, Maryland, Delaware, and 
West Virginia.

Researcher Finds Cancer Risk is Small Doses of Radiation

After reviewing the health records of 35,000 workers at the government's bomb plant in Hanford, 
Washington, Dr. Alice Stewart concluded that 200 workers have lost or will lose years of their lives 
because of radiation-induced cancer. The findings of Dr. Stewart, a pioneer in radiation epidemiol
ogy, contradict earlier government-sponsored studies that found no additional cancer deaths among 
employees at the bomb plant.

Until Dr. Stewart won access to the data, the government limited access to scientists of their own 
choosing who have generally concluded that the radiation exposure had done little harm. Dr. Stewart 
fought for 14 years to gain access to the data. Her study was financed with $1.4 million from the 
Three Mile Island Public Health Fund, a foundation established after the 1979 accident in partial 
settlement in a suit brought against GPU. The Health Fund approved an additional $795,000 in 
supplemental funding for continuing the study in February.

Dr. Stewarts study concludes that the National Academy of Science had understated the cancer risk 
of low level exposure by four to eight times. Asked why many small doses could be worse than a 
single large one, Dr. Stewart said: "Why is a mutation dangerous? It is only dangerous if the cell 
survives." Given a larger dose, she said, the cell dies.

Clinton Budget Favors Safe Energy

Readers are urged to support President Clinton's proposed BTU energy tax without changes. What 
many people have not realized is that this proposed tax is particularly punitive toward nuclear 
power. On the surface, it treats nuclear like coal and natural gas. But the front end of nuclear's fuel 
cycle (uranium mining, milling, processing, enrichment, and fuel fabrication) is highly energy-inten
sive, and at each step, the BTU tax costs will be passed on to the next step—resulting in higher 
(though much fairer and more reflective of reality) operating costs for nuclear power plants. We have 
not seen specific figures yet, but some economists predict the tax would be as much as 50 percent 
greater on nuclear than on coal or natural gas. Write your congressman to support the cuts in the 
nuclear power budget and to support the President's energy tax.

BRC Still Alive in Hearts of NRC

Despite the 1992 Congressional revocation of the NRC's Below Regulatory Concern policies, BRC 
lives on: the Enhanced Rulemaking on Residual Radioactivity (ERORR) is a nationwide effort by the 
NRC to persuade the public to sanction broad radiation protection exemptions for the nuclear indus
try to allow incomplete clean-up of radioactive sites. It's the BRC "wolf" in the "sheep's pajamas" of 
contaminated site clean-up.

The NRC is holding a series of seven meetings around the country, including one in Philadelphia on 
April 13 & 14. While most of the two-day session is reserved for "expert" testimony and dialog, there 
are intermittent "open mike" periods and TMIA is considering sending a delegation to the meeting. 
Anyone interested in attending should call TMIA at 233-7897 or NIRS at 202/328-0002.

Millions Going Down the Hole at Yucca Mountain

Though President Clinton has said the nation's high-level nuclear waste policy should be reviewed, 
the actual and perhaps irreversible construction of the Yucca Mountain high level waste dump is
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kicking into gear. By April, the Department of Energy's Yucca Mountain Project Office, which has 
already spent $1.4 billion on inconclusive "studies," plans to start digging the $850 million, 14 mile 
underground tunnel designed for use as part of the dump. This year the project is throwing $49 
million at the facility, just to get started underground. Next year they want to spend three times that. 
The Nuclear Information and Resource Service (NIRS) has asked that those opposing this project 
contact the White House immediately (202/456-1111) to demand that construction be stopped and 
the project remain unfunded while U.S. radioactive waste policies are reviewed.

Hospitals Don't Need RadWaste Dumps

According to NIRS, despite nuclear industry claims, the treatment of life-threatening diseases like 
cancer and heart disease will not be jeopardized in new low-level radioactive dumps are not found 
quickly. Radioactive medical wastes constitute less than one-tenth of one percent of the radioactivity 
now shipped to waste dumps and most, which are short-lived wastes which are stored fpr decay at 
hospitals, never reach the dumps. For a copy of Radioactive Waste: The Medical Factor, send $20.00 to 
NIRS, 1424 16th Street, N.W., Suite 601, Washington, DC 20036.

News Notes
• Earth Day '93 will be held at River Front Park, April 24, noon to 5PM. The Earth Day Coalition is 
under the umbrella of the Pa. Rainforest Action Committee, Inc. TMIA will have literature, buttons 
and tee-shirts available at a table sponsored by the Center for Peace and Justice. Call Kay Pickering at 
TMIA (233-7897) if you can volunteer for one or two hours.

•Sun Day 1993: A Campaign for a Sustainable Energy Future has been launched by a coalition of 
650 citizen groups, businesses, government officials and others committed to improved energy effi
ciency and renewable energy technologies as solutions to global climate change, acid rain, radioactive 
waste, and other energy-related environmental problems. TMIA will participate along with the Sierra 
Club, Friends of the Earth, the Natural Resource Defense Council, and dozens of other safe energy, 
consumer, business and labor groups. , . .

•Sustainable Energy Business Directory Published which includes the names and addresses of 
more than 750 U.S. businesses involved in wind, solar, and other renewable energy technologies, 
energy efficient lighting and appliances, and energy-conserving homes and related issues. The Na
tional Directory of Sustainable Energy Busmesses-is available from Public Citizen for $12.50. The direc
tory is also available on floppy disk for $40.00. Write or call Public Citizen, 215 Pennsylvania Avenue, 
S.E., Washington, DC 20003 (202/546-4996).

•Conference Planning is Underway at Penn State University for an August 9,10,11 conference co
sponsored by PSU and the Pa. Public Utility Commission. A statewide conference, Utilities and Public 
Policy III: The Challenges of Change, will bring together utility customers, government officials, repre
sentatives of consumer groups and utility companies to learn about and discuss current and emerg
ing topics in the public utility sector. TMIA has a questionnaire available which was designed by 
conference planners to get the input of interested parties. Visit TMI's office to obtain a copy, or call 
Mitchell Miller, the PUC's Director of Consumer Services, at 717/783-5391 for more information.

•An Updated Fact Sheet About Chem Nuke, Pennsylvania's designated operator for the state's 
nuclear waste dump, is available from TMIA. Send a self-addressed, stamped envelope to Chem Nuke 
Fact Sheet, TMIA, 315 Peffer Street, Harrisburg, PA 17102.

•Trust and Its Relationship to Psychological Distress: the Case of TMI by R. L. Goldsteen, K. 
Goldsteen, and J.K. Schorr and printed in Vol. 13, No. 4 of Political Psychology is available for your 
review at TMIA.

• Environment Pennsylvania, a new magazine which bills itself as the "voice of the environment in 
the Commonwealth" is available at $18 per year from Environment Pa., RD 3, Box 477C, Lewisburg, 
PA 17837. The magazine is packed with citizen action oriented materials and its primary goal is to 
facilitate citizen involvement and participation.

•Too Hot for TV! is how producers of a video documentary describe "Three Mile Island Revisited." 
They didn't supply TMIA with a review copy, but the promotional literature says the documentary 
"challenges the nuclear industry and government claim that 'no one died' as a result of the core 
meltdown at Three Mile Island. This documentary tells the shocking truth about what really hap
pened and is still happening since the 1979 accident." Curious? Send $14.75 plus $2.25 shipping and 
handling ($17 total) to Envirovideo, Box 311, Fort Tilden, NY 11695.


