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Specter & Wofford Vote Wrong on Energy Amendment
Sen. Arlen Specter and Sen. Harris Wofford voted to table an amendment to the National Energy 
Strategy Bill (S. 2166) that would have protected the public's right to participate in hearings in the 
licensing process for nuclear power plants. The amendment, which safe energy advocates character
ized as a "barely acceptable compromise," would have retained at least some rights for the public and 
state governments in the streamlined licensing process being sought by the nuclear industry. The 
Senate voted 52-43 to table the amendment offered by Senators Bob Graham (D-Florida) and Wyche 
Fowler (D-Georgia), and seems intent on granting the nuclear industry's every wish. About the only 
good news for environmentalists in the bill was the defeating of a proposal calling for drilling in the 
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.

While the odds of stopping S.2166 are slim, it is an effort that must be made. The 52 members of the 
Senate who voted to table the Graham-Fowler amendment must be reminded they were elected to 
represent the American people, not the miserable, hateful nuclear power industry.

S. 2166, largely shaped by the Bush Administration, promotes capital-intensive, polluting coal, nu
clear, and oil industries above the job-intensive, energy efficient renewable technologies and conser
vation. Please write or call Senators Specter and Wofford today and let them know where you stand 
on Graham-Fowler and S. 2166.

The Honorable Arlen Specter
303 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
202/224-4254 (Local: 782-3951)

The Honorable Harris Wofford
283 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
202/224-6324 (Local: 233-5839)

Or, send mailgrams to both Senators (thanks to the Nuclear Information and Resource Service) by 
calling Western Union at 1-800/641-1818 and asking for Hotline #9207. The cost is $9.75 for both.

NRC Accepts GPU Proposal for Mid-River Waste Dump
After reviewing a GPU plan to seal Unit 2 for more than 20 years, the NRC said the proposal meets 
the agency's safety regulations and that the NRC staff "is not opposed to the utility's proposal." The 
Atomic Safety and Licensing board, which ultimately decides if the utility is allowed to seal the 
reactor until 2014 as part of their so-called "post defueling monitored storage" plan, will first rule on 
a TMIA request for public hearings on the issue. Rather than completing the clean-up and disman
tling of Unit 2, GPU prefers to allow the radiation on site to decline gradually until it is time to de
commission Unit 1.
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Chem Nuclear Takes Heat at Public Meeting
Chem Nuclear, the state's designee for developing a nuclear waste disposal facility, brought their 
"public involvement" show to Harrisburg in December and, with the exception of one speaker from 
the nuclear industry, were criticized by everyone who took the floor. "We have made a heroic effort 
[to reach the public]," Chem Nuke observed.

Residents of Fulton County, a potential site for the facility, gathered five thousand signatures (35 
percent of the county's population) in opposition to "anything nuclear" being located in their county. 
A busload of country residents attended, led by a county commissioner and the president of the 
Fulton County Chamber of Commerce.

TMIA's Eric Epstein, also on hand, reminded Chem Nuke president H. Robert Meyer of his pledge 
not to build a waste site in a hostile locale. Meyer backed away from his pledge, saying he would 
"prefer" to locate the waste site in a receptive area.

Chem Nuke broke down the radioactive waste into volume and activity categories: Class A waste 
accounts for 96.7% of the volume, but only 27.3% of the radioactivity; Class B wastes account for 2.6% 
of the volume and ten percent of the radioactivity; and Class C wastes make up .7% of the volume, 
but 62.7% of the radioactivity. Chem Nuke says "tipping fees" will be based on toxicity, not volume.

NRC Lies to Congress
The January 29 Boston Globe reports the NRC deliberately lied to Congress about the readiness of the 
Seabrook reactor to begin operation. The lies occurred on the eve of the Seabrook licensing in March, 
1990, during a Congressional hearing on the adequacy of welds at the plant.

Whistleblowers had alleged that x-rays of welds had been falsified and that the welds were not ac
ceptable. The NRC told Congress, however, there had been a 100% review of the welds, that a 20% 
rejection rate was not unusual, and that specific allegations of defective welds had been reviewed. In 
every case, the NRC lied.

There was no 100 percent reinspection of the welds. A 20 percent rejection rate was highly unusual. 
In addition, the NRC told Sen. Edward Kennedy that a lawsuit settlement with one whistleblower 
did not prevent him from disclosing potential safety problems. In fact, it did.

Insulation Installed Backwards at Peach Bottom
Insulation in a backup emergency system at Peach Bottom was intalled backwards, and it only took 
the utility two years to discover the mistake. The emergency system could have failed if called upon 
in 1990 or 1991, says the NRC, but utility officials say it would have worked despite the improper 
insulation.

Two Hurt in Blast at Berwick
A small explosion at PP&L's Susquehanna plant injured two workers, but did not release any radio
activity into the environment. The explosion occurred in a recombiner, a device that combines hydro
gen with oxygen to make water. Sparks from a grinding wheel touched off the explosion.

Please renew your membership, then give more to support TMIA activities

Name______________________________  Phone---------------------------------------------

Address----------------------------------------------------------------------------------— ZIP------------
intervention Fund Contribution: Q$10 □$20 Q$50 ^$100 □ MORE (Checks in 
the amount of $50 or more can be made payable to the TMI Legal Fund for tax deduction 
purposes.

Membership:____$15 Regular Members ____$50 Sustaining Membership
____$25 Non-Profit Organization ____ $100 Patron 
____$5 Low Income/Student ____ $200 Club Member

____$5 Non-member newsletter subscription

PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN TO TMIA, 315 Peffer Street, Harrisburg, PA 17102
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High Incidence of Down's Syndrome Around Canadian Nuke
High rates of Down's Syndrome, long noticed by Canadian nuclear opponents, have been confirmed 
in a government study that has found the abnormality occuring at an 86% higher rate near the Picker
ing nuclear plant near Toronto, than through the rest of Ontario. The study by Ken Johnson of Health 
and Welfare Canada on behalf of the federal Atomic Energy Control Board (AECB) tracked congeni
tal abnormalities in a 25-kilometer radius around the plant from its startup in 1971 through 1988.

Three years ago a birth defect study by David McArthur, a York University graduate student, 
pointed to tritium releases from Pickering as the contamination pathway for childhood abnormalities. 
In June of this year, an AECB study also found a 34% excess childhood leukemia rate.

Opportunity Exists to Help Chernobyl Victims
ECOLOGIA, an international environmental organization based in Susquehanna County, and north
east Pa. Rotary Clubs are involved in a cooperative program to assist the children of Chernobyl by es
tablishing homestays for them in Susquehanna County, beginning this month. Plans call for several 
dozen children, ages 9 to 15, to come to the U.S. for three or four months to get them out of the Cher
nobyl area and to breathe fresh air, eat nourishing food, and drink clear water, all of which is plenti
ful in northeastern Pennsylvania.

Although all of the children selected to participate will be in good health, it will also be necessary to 
provide medical insurance for them during their stay. The TMIA Planning Council authorized a 
modest contribution ($25.00) from TMIA's treasury to help, and individual TMIA members are urged 
to augment that with personal contributions. Checks payable to ECOLOGIA (Chernobyl Child Pro
gram) should be mailed to Box 199, Harford, PA 18823.

TMIA on Agenda at Clean Energy Conference
Bev and Frank Davis will represent TMIA at the People's Action for Clean Energy Conference in 
Hartford, Connecticut on Saturday, May 2. They'll participate in panel and workshop presentations. 
Also on the agenda is Michio Kaku, professor of physics at City College of New York, who has deliv
ered some firey orations at rallies and meetings in central Pa. There will also be a hands-on demon
stration of photovoltaics. There's a $10 registration fee. Interested? Call TMIA for info at 233-7898.

Conference to Address Nuclear Waste Issue .
TMIA has joined with the Nuclear Information Resource Service, Greenpeace, Public Citizen and 
other groups to sponsor an April 24-25 conference in St. Louis titled "A Mountain of Wastes Fifty 
Years High," which will focus on the growing volume of nuclear wastes America has been producing 
for 50 years with no disposal solution in sight. Why April 24? Why St. Louis? On April 24,1942 scien
tists at Mallinckrodt Chemical Works in St. Louis began the task of purifying tons of uranium for the 
Manhattan Project. Uranium processing for nuclear weapons continued in St. Louis for another 25 
years and the city now has 2.5 million cubic yards of radioactive waste.

Safe Energy Movement Loses Two Friends

Charles E. Leising Larry Bogart
1913-1991 1924-1991

It is likely that many readers never heard of Charlie or Larry, clearly, our reader's loss. Larry, who 
died June 19, was a leading figure in the movement against nuclear power since the 1960s. In 1966, he 
founded the Citizens Energy Council, which published "Radiation Perils" and "Watch on the 
A.E.C.," both devoted to explaining the risks of nuclear power at a time when the nation was hot for 
"Atoms for Peace." He was an untiring critic of the nuclear industry and he will be missed by the 
many anti-nuclear activists he inspired. Charlie, who served a couple of terms as a member of 
TMIA's Planning Council, was not quite as well known, but he exemplified what's best about the safe 
energy movement. He was an informed citizen spurred to action by the insensitivity of a bureacracy 
he knew too well. Charlie, with a Master's degree from MIT knew science. As a retired Coast Guard 
captain and former director of the Pa. Fish Commission's Bureau of Waterways, he knew govern
ment. But mostly, he knew and cared about people, which was why he was with us at Planning 
Council as we fought some of our toughest battles. His dignified presence, wisdom, and insights 
brought order and elegance to our meetings and our organization.
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Magazine Will Keep You Informed on Solar Issues
Published six times a year, Solar Today, a national magazine from the American Solar Energy Society, 
covers solar electric, solar buildings, passive solar heating, photo-conversion, education and more. 
Subscriptions are available at $25 each and, if you don't like it, mark "cancel" on your invoice and 
return it. TMIA has subscription forms, or write directly to the American Solar Energy Society, 2400 
Central Avenue, Unit G-l, Boulder, CO 80301-9880.

Fact Pack Available on Electromagnetic Health Effects
The Citizen's Clearinghouse for Hazardous Wastes (CCHW) has a "Fact Pack" available on electro
magnetic health effects. If you are interested in learning why so many are outraged about GPU's 
proposal to build a cross-state power line, send $2.00 to CCHW, PO Box 6806, Falls Church, VA 22040

Calendar:
Wednesday, March 11

Saturday, March 14

Wednesday, March 18

Thursday, March 26

Saturday, April 25

6PM - TMIA Planning Council meets at the Friends 
Meetinghouse. Open meeting.
9AM - All day conference - Resource Stewardship: 
Planning a Sustainable Future, Shippensburg 
University, call 717/486-3799 for more information. 
Pa. Conservation Network meets in Heritage Rm. B, 
Education Building, 333 Market Street, Harrisburg. 
TMIA recently joined this statewide environmental 
network.
6:15PM - TMIA 15th Year Party at Harrisburg 
Friends Meetinghouse.
Earth Day at City Island. Volunteers needed for 
the TMIA table - call 233-7897.
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15 15
Three Mile Island Alert 

Birthday Party 
Celebrating 15 years of advocacy!

Please join us for an evening of food and fellowship. Bring a 
main dish or dessert to share. Beverages, salad, and homemade 
bread provided by Alan Hetrick of Warm Springs Lodge.

Requested contribution: $3.00

Date: Thursday, March 26, 1992
Time: 6:15PM
Where: Harrisburg Friends Meeting House 

6th & Herr Streets

We’ll also commemorate the 13th year since 
the TMI accident began.

RSVP by March 23 - 717/233-7897
Sponsored by: Three Mile Island Alert 

315 Peffer Street 
Harrisbug, PA 1710215 15


