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Epstein Will Intervene on TMIA's Behalf, Funds Needed for Effort
TMIA representative Eric Epstein has been granted status as an intervenor and will head
TMIA's effort to block GPU Nuclear from creating a long-term, high-level, radioactive
waste dump in the middle of the Susquehanna River.

In correspondence with the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Epstein has presented
TMIA's opposition to GPU's proposal for what it terms “Post Defueling Monitored
Storage" (PDMS), essentially sealing Unit 2's reactor and placing it in “long-term stor
age" until Unit l's operating license expires on April 19, 2014, when the utility proposes
to decommission both TMI units.

If previous interventions are any indication, TMIA can expect expenses for copying,
phone charges, postage and expert witnesses to run into the thousands of dollars ($20,000
was spent on the evaporation intervention in an 18 month period), money (our regular
readers shouldn't be surprised to learn) TMIA doesn't have in the bank.
“This will be costly, but it is one we can win," Epstein said. Epstein's research to date has
shown there are arguments on which the utility is particularly vulnerable and there are
expert witnesses who—if TMIA can afford to bring them in—can potentially have great
impact on the outcome.
The TMIA Planning Council approved the group's first major fund-raising effort in
recent years in conjunction with the PDMS intervention. "We haven't put the arm on
people for contributions in several years," said Planning Council Chairperson Deb Baker,
“so I'm interested in seeing if the Alert can bring in enough funds to get the intervention
moving. If not, we may have to solicit people for phone bank duty or to help with a direct
mail campaign, but I hope Alert readers will contribute." In addition, Baker says volun
teers will be needed for research, clerical tasks, and other chores along the way. Volun
teers should leave a message for Eric at TMIA's office.
As noted above, the expenses will be in the thousands of dollars. Alert Alert readers will
find a form below (turn the page) on which to record their contributions. Legal Fund con
tributions are tax deductible. Contributions directly to TMIA are not. No firm date has
been set for the hearing, but indications are a pre-hearing conference will be held in
October.
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In office only about a month, the new chairman of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission,
Ivan Selin, appears to be more pragmatic about energy issues than the two industry
cheerleaders who preceded him in that office. An electrical engineer by training (in
contrast to the two nuclear navy admirals who occupied the chair before him), Selin
comes to the NRC from the State Department where he was an under secretary for man
agement. Already, nuclear plant owners have shown concern over Selin's decision to
slow the process for renewing plant licenses (a procedure steamrolled through by Ken
neth Carr in his last day's as chairman). Selin told The New York Times there are 111 oper
ating plants with 80 designs. Even "the ones that are the same are different," he said. He
called for the next generation of plants to be standardized (so they can be licensed generi
cally) and safe.
NRC Will Hold Hearings on Embrittlement

In a surprise move, the NRC announced on July 2 they would hold a hearing to examine
allegations that Yankee Rowe's reactor pressure vessel has become dangerously em
brittled. The announcement came on Chairman Ivan Selin's first day on the job and was
read by some as Selin's way of notifying the world that Kenneth Carr's era was over. A
vote on the matter was slated for July 31 (just after the Alert went to press).

NRC Backs Off on Low-Level Waste Dumping
The NRC has declared a self-imposed 18-month moratorium on its Below Regulatory
Concern (BRC) policy which would allow the dumping of low-level nuclear waste with
household trash in landfills and municipal incinerators. NRC spokesman Frank Ingram
says the moratorium doesn't mean the NRC has given up on BRC, only that it hopes to
spend the time building a consensus for the policy with Congress, states, environmental
groups and the nuclear industry.
Researchers to Gauge if Brain Cancers Linked to Los Alamos Lab
An informal, scientifically unsubstantiated study by a resident of Los Alamos has found
48 brain cancers or cancers of the nervous system in this community of 18,000, an inci
dence nine times higher than the national rate. The New Mexico Department of Health
and the U.S. Department of Energy has announced a $250,000 study to determine if there
is indeed a "brain cancer cluster" there and, if so, what caused it. The community, 35
northwest of Santa Fe, is home of the Los Alamos National Laboratory, one of three
American birthplaces for the military use of the atom.

TMI-2 Parts Sold
GPU's "TMI Community Report" informs us that parts of Unit 2 have been sold to other
nuclear plants in need of spare parts. The report said a 98-ton turbine shaft was sold to
Virginia Electric and a turbine-generator exciter (it "produces a magnetic field to make
the generator generate electricity") went to Arkansas Power. It said an auction was held
in 1990 to sell off $2.5 million of surplus materials. Several TMIA members who weren't
aware of the auction said they’re sorry to have missed the opportunity to bid farewell.
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Picnic Was a Huge Success

TMIA's July 14 picnic at Camp Riley in Fishing Creek Valley was a huge success. Our
thanks to everyone who attended, gave a donation, and helped with the clean-up. There
will be a Halloween Party, Saturday, October 26—so mark your calendar now.
TMI Will Be Featured in Environmental Series

If you have your own satellite dish (or a cable company with the capability of pulling in
the program), Three Mile Island: Valley of Death will be satellite broadcast on August 11
from 7 to 9 PM. The ominously titled program is but one of a series of shows being car
ried over 9 consecutive Sundays under the sponsorship of Greenpeace and the Safe
Energy Communications Council. Other shows in the series include: Food Irradiation: The
Zapping of What We Eat on August 25; EMF: The New Threat on September 1; and What
You Should Know if You Live 50 Miles from an Atomic Power Plant on September 22. The
program will be transmitted on satellite Westar 5, transponder 6.
Environmental Conference Will Include East Europeans

TMIA members have an opportunity to discuss environmental concerns during the
second ECOLOGIA conference which will take place in northeastern Pennsylvania from
October 7 to October 21. The conference theme is "Environmental Protection and Moni
toring: Empowering the Grassroots." More than 30 participants are expected represent
ing Hungary, Poland, Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria, and the Ukraine. ECOLOGIA's first
conference (the name comes from ECOlogists Linked for Organizing Grassroots Initia
tives and Action) coincided with the 20th anniversary of Earth Day and involved 20
participants from 4 Soviet Republics. TMIA Eric Epstein sat in on part of last year's
conference and says it was exciting to find kindred spirits from so distant a location.

The conference will be open to representatives from American environmental organiza
tions (like TMIA) on the weekend of October 12 and 13 for a two-day conference entitled
"Green Politics: The Challenge of Success." Soviet and Eastern European participants are
preparing short (10-20 minute) reports on their recent experiences associated with elec
toral success. The Soviets invited represent 30 environmental groups ranging in size from
a small Lithuanian group with 18 members to the "Slovak Union for Nature and Land
scape Protection" claiming 16,000. The registration fee for the weekend conference is
$85.00. Phone 717/434-2873 for more information.

Acceptable Risk?

TMIA Backs Growth Management Policy

Federal agencies often use the concept of
"acceptable risk" to determine the
permissable level of public exposure to a
chemical or radioactive substance. But
agency definitions of "acceptable risk"
vary dramatically.

TMIA is among 25 organizations endorsing the
Growth Management Needs Statement and
Policy Statement of the Pennsylvania Environ
mental Council. The Council has published a
new handbook, Guiding Growth, Building Better
Communities and Protecting Our Countryside,
which is available for $18.00 from: Pa. Environ
mental Council, 1211 Chestnut Street, Suite 900,
Philadelphia, PA 19107, or phone, 1-800-3229214.

Forget About "Energy Independence" Claims

Food and Drug
Administration

Environmental
Protection Agency

Nuclear Regulatory
Commission

Source: Lave/Byrd, “How Much Risk Is Acceptable?” Forum for

Applied Research and Public Policy, Chapel Hill, NC
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According to the U.S. Department of Energy,
U.S. utilities imported 60% of all the uranium
they used in 1990, a large chunk of it from the
Soviet Union.
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A Forum on Energy and Environmental Issues

U.S. Energy Policy: Theater of the Absurd
By DAVID ZUCKER

(VPT) — It was about this time
two years ago that I was completely
stuck. We had come up with enough
jokes to fill three movies, had a couple
of stars ready to go, and a title, “The
Naked Gun 272: The Smell of Fear.”
But there was a problem. We didn’t
feel audiences would be content just
to watch Leslie Nielsen’s attempts to
rekindle his romance with Priscilla
Presley, no matter how hotly pas
sionate that promised to be.
No, a stronger plot was needed
here, and as the sequel’s director
and co-screenwriter, it was my job to
come up with something.
Then an environmentalist friend
convinced me to go along on a tour
of the Luz solar power plant in Cali
fornia’s Mojave Desert. During the
tour, I was struck by three things.
One, that solar energy is practical
and already operational (the Luz
plant can produce enough electric
ity to supply 350,000 homes). Two,
no one (including myself) seemed to
know about the success of solar
power. And three, it sure is hot in the
desert. I then realized that none of
the comedies that I had been involved
with were as absurd as the U.S.
government’s energy policy of con
tinued dependence on oil, coal and
nuclear power.
1 was ecstatic. 1 had my plot.
Paralleling the current debate on
Capitol Hill over a National Energy
Strategy, the movie’s villains would
attempt to keep the public from dis
covering that cleaner, safer and less
expensive energy alternatives—like
wind power, photovoltaic cells, su
per-efficient windows, fluorescent
light bulbs and solar electric cars —
are available now. The only one who
can possibly stop the villains? Our
hero, intelligence-free Lieutenant
Frank Drebin!
Meanwhile, real life special in
terests continue to persuade the

Administration to shortchange en
ergy efficiency and renewable en
ergy sources while embracing short
sighted, costly and dangerous op
tions like reviving nuclear power and
drilling for oil off the California coast
and in the environmentally sensitive
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.
Through personal experience, I
know that alternative energy options
are more sensible and economical. 1
drive an electric car to work every
day. At home, I recycle and com
post. I’ve replaced most of the light
ing in my house with compact fluorescents, installed low-flow shower
heads and toilets, and just ordered a
super energy efficient refrigerator.
I believe that because the enter
tainment community has the ear of
the public, it’s our responsibility to
communicate safe, sane energy so
lutions. Economical and environ
mentally sound energy technologies,
likesolar, wind and energyefficiency
are practical and ready today.
With new federal efficiency stan
dards we can make compact fluores
cent lightbulbs and energy efficient
appliances common household fix
tures, not just specialty items in
catalogs. And instead of squander
ing taxpayers’ money by subsidizing
more oil and nuclear, our govern
ment must reinstate renewable en
ergy tax incentives and triple the
federal budget for renewable energy
research and development.
The President’s own campaign
pollster Vince Breglio recently found
that 75 percent of the public want
renewable energy or conservation
to be the government’s highest fund
ing priority, while only 22 percent
support oil, coal or nuclear power as
their first choice. Our challenge is to
harness the overwhelming public
support for renewable resources into
political muscle to push legislation
for safe energy options, and start
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accounting for the large environ
mental, social and defense-related
costs of fossil fuels and nuclear
power.
Numerous progressive business
and educational organizations have
launched grassroots campaigns to
call for safe, sane energy policies. By
reaching thousands of individuals,
“The Naked Gun 27«" will comple
ment these important efforts.
While energy has once again be
come a hotly debated topicon Capitol
Hill, the discussion hasn’t yet
reached the average American
household. It is my vision that the
film will help do just that: place en
ergypolicies squarely on the public’s
agenda. And, in light of the serious
ness of the matter, provide a welcome
dose of comic relief as well.

David Zucker is a film writer and
director based in Los Angeles. His
work includes Airplane!, Ruthless
People, and The Naked Gun.
April Smith, Mr. Zucker’s Environ
mental Projects Coordinator, as
sisted with this commentary.
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VIEWPOINT, c/o SECC, 1717 Massa
chusetts Ave. NW, Suite LL-215,
Washington, D.C. 20036

VIEWPOINT provides the nation’s
press with expert opinion on timely
energy and environmental issues.
VIEWPOINT is a public service of the
Safe Energy Communication Council,
a non-profit organization working to
provide factual and educational infor
mation on our country’s energy
choices.
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SAFE ENERGY...WRITE NOW!
CAMPAIGN

Safe Energy Communication Council
1717 Massachusetts Ave., NW
Suite LL215
Washington, D C. 20036
(202) 483-8491

Dear Activist,
Greetings! On June 25th in Washington, DC, prominent Congressional, business,
entertainment and environmental leaders joined together to kick off the national grassroots
"SAFE ENERGY—WRITE NOW!" petition and postcard campaign demanding safe, clean and
affordable national energy policies and opposing the Bush/Sununu/Johnston National Energy
Tragedy (eg.- S37G, S.1220 and H.R.1301).

More than 100.000 signed postcards and petitions were presented by Act Now, USPIRG,
Sierra Club, Greenpeace and the Safe Energy Communication Council.
Launching the campaign were Senators Howard Metzenbaum (D-OH) and Paul
Wellstone (D-MN); US. Rep. Howard Wolpe (D-MI); Ed Smeloff, President of the Sacramento
Utility District; Jerry Greenfield of Ben & Jerry’s Ice Cream; Allan Newman, President of Seventh
Generation Products and movie writer/director David Zucker (Airplane!, Ruthless People and
this summer's blockbuster comedy hit, The Naked Gun 2 1/2: The Smell of Fear).

Our goal is to gather at least one million signatures by September 15th to deliver to
Congress at a safe energy rally on the steps of the Capitol. Will you join this effort?
Will you get 100 of your group's members, associates, family and friends to sign on?
Take advantage of the comedy The Naked Gun 2 1/2, which is reaching millions of Americans
with the safe energy message. One creative and effective way to collect signatures is to petition
audiences as they leave theaters showing The Naked Gun 2 1/Z You can make copies of the
petition on the reverse side. We've also enclosed David Zucker’s op-ed that you can publish in
your local papers and newsletters.
The Administration's lip service to renewable energy sources and efficiency measures is
simply unacceptable. It's time for a grassroots groundswell demanding a non-nuclear, national
safe energy strategy now - - not more nuclear waste, pollution, add rain, and global warming.

We are excited about working with you on this crucial campaign. Together, we can
achieve this goal. Call the Safe Energy Communication Coundl for more information about the
SAFE ENERGY-WRITE NOW! Campaign.

P.S. Keep up to date on energy, environmental and nuclear issues: Watch the Earth Information System broadcasts
beginning Sunday, July 28th, from 7pm to 9pm EST on Satellite Westar 5, Transponder 6. Highlights of the "No
More Chemobyls" Conference for a Nuclear Free 1990s will be aired! (see enclosure for viewing information)
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