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Middletown Asked to "Sponsor" TMI Monitoring System

Middletown borough council has been asked to serve as the municipal sponsor of the 
Three Mile Island Citizen's Monitoring Network, a system designed to provide the com
munity with a credible, independent source of information on radiation released by the 
plant. The system will also alert plant management and state and local authorities of off
site radiation levels during planned releases and provide them with data on increases in 
radiation of unknown origin.

TMIA Chairperson Deb Baker, a long-time proponent of a citizens' monitoring network, 
met with the Middletown officials on May 29 along with Dan Smythe, President of Inter
national Medcom, the designer of the monitoring system, and Jonathan Berger of the TMI 
Public Health Fund.

Baker, Smythe, and Berger told the Council the TMI Public Health Fund would provide 
more than $500,000 worth of equipment and training to supplement equipment the 
Citizen's Monitoring Network already has* i place, allowing more people to participate 
in the network, providing automatic data collection and transmission at 49 locations, 
providing 30 portable stations, and providing equipment and training to increase the 
effectiveness of the program.

While Middletown is considering entering an agreement with the Public Health Fund to 
serve as the municipal sponsor of the network, some Borough Council members have 
suggested a joint sponsorship with other municipalities. This avenue will be explored 
with the Lower Dauphin Council of Governments later this month. For more informa
tion, contact Deb Baker at 761-8955.

New Study Says TMI Stress More Likely Cancer Cause Than TMI Radiation

A report in the May 25 issue of The American Journal of Public Health says stress from the 
TMI accident may account for the high cancer rates found in people living nearest the 
plant. The study, conducted for the TMI Public Health Fund (and disputed by local folks 
who closely monitor TMI-related health issues), says stress from the accident may have 
accelerated existing cancers in residents near the plant, or worried residents may have 
gone to their doctors for checkups, simply causing more cancers to be found.
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According to TMIA's Kay Pickering, the Health Fund will schedule a public briefing 
regarding the study findings in the Harrsiburg area in the near future. Copies of the 
article are available from the TMIA office. Call Kay at 233-7897.

GPU Shareholders Focus on Profits

The dominant theme at this year's annual meeting of GPU shareholders was the robust 
strength of their stock. GPU's net income from 1989 to 1990 only rose by $4 million, their 
earnings per share actually decreased by a penny, and their return on equity decreased .9 
percent. But Wall Street is still bullish on the stock. Why? Because GPU's stock which 
was selling for 17 1/8 in 1985, is now selling at 49 1/2. Also, GPU issued a 2-for-l stock 
split on April 26. In addition, GPU subsidiary Jersey Central Power and Light recently 
got a six percent rate increase and Met Ed is requesting a $45 million rate increase. GPU 
Chairman Standly Hoch stated that, "GPU is not contemplating any nuclear construction 
in the future." But, he added, "...nuclear power should once again become an option for 
this industry."

TMIA Seeks Intervenor Status on Long-Term Storage

Suggesting that GPU is seeking to create a long-term, high-level, radioactive waste dump 
in the middle of the Susquehanna River, TMIA representative Eric Epstein is seeking 
intervenor status for an NRC proceeding on GPU's plan for TMI Unit 2.

GPU's proposal, Post Defueling Monitored Storage (PDMS), calls for the sealing Unit 2, 
placing the reactor in "long-term storage" until Unit l's operating license expires on 
April 19, 2014. At that time the utility would begin decommissioning both TMI units.

As Epstein states in his letter to the NRC, "A postponement of the cleanup will result in 
the loss of the biggest and most sophisticated nuclear cleanup crew in the United States. 
The collective experience embodied in the TIv{J-2 cleanup workforce will be difficult, if 
not impossible, to replicate in 20 to 90 years."

To date, the largest facility decontaminated and decommissioned in the U.S. was the 52 
megawatt Shippingport reactor. TMI-2 is 880 megawatts. Epstein calls for the immediate 
decontamination and decommissioning of TMI-2.

Comments on Low-Level Rad Waste Storage Due June 28

The Department of Environmental Resources (DER) is collecting public comments on a 
revised siting proposal from Chem-Nuclear Systems detailing the company's approach to 
locating three suitable locations for a low-level radioactive waste disposal facility in 
Pennsylvania. In February, DER rejected Chem-Nuclear's first proposal and called for a 
revision which would keep state parks, state forests, and game lands from being consid
ered as potential sites. According to DER, public comment on the first proposal "rein
forced" the Department's decision to disapprove the plan. A copy of the proposal may be 
obtained from DER's South Central Regional Office, One Ararat Blvd., Harrisburg, tele
phone 717/657-4585. Comments are due no later than June 28.

Please renew your membership, then give more to support TMIA activities

Name ______________________________  Phone __________________________

Address-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  ZIP------------
Intervention Fund Contribution: Q$10 □ $20 □ $50 ^$100 □ MORE (Checks in the amount of $50 
or more can be made payable to the TMI Legal Fund for tax deduction purposes.

Membership: ____$15 Regular Members ____$50 Sustaining Membership
____$25 Non-Profit Organization ____ $100 Patron 
____$5 Low Income/Student ____ $200 Club Member

____$5 Non-member newsletter subscription

PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN TO TMIA, 315 Peffer Street, Harrisburg, PA 17102



TMIA Alert June, 1991 Page 3

NRC Seeks to By-Pass State Legislatures on "BRC" Proposal

Remember the NRC's Below Regulatory Concern (BRC) move to deregulate nuclear 
waste and allow them in public landfills, incinerators, and sewage systems? Well, it 
didn't go away. While Pennsylvania and five other states passed anti-BRC laws to protect 
citizens from unregulated radioactive waste dumping, the NRC has not abandoned the 
plan.

On February 26,1991, the NRC, bowing to the pressure of unprecedented citizen opposi
tion, temporarily acknowledged the defeat of its BRC concept. They deferred implemen
tation of BRC waste petitions and assigned an NRC staff member with the task of build
ing consensus on BRC.

Now NRC representatives are meeting with state radiation protection officials (who 
normally represent the nuclear industry) and medical facilities (which already have 
exemptions) to determine acceptable BRC levels. The goal of the "consensus building" is 
to stall and kill state legislation preventing BRC and to stall and kill the federal bills 
(HR645, from Rep. George Miller, D-California and an identical bill from Sen. Mitchell). 
You can help by letting every elected official from the local level (these folks are being 
pitched at the National Association of Towns and Townships, the League of Cities, etc. as 
all are key players against BRC) to Pennsylvania's Congressional delegation.

U.S. Senate Energy Committee Approves One-Step Licensing

By a 14-6 vote the Senate Energy Committee rejected an amendment to remove the one- 
step reactor licensing provision from the Bush Administration's so-called national energy 
strategy bill. The amendment from Sen. Paul Wellstone (D-Minn.) would have removed 
all reactor licensing provisions from the bill, leaving the issue for the courts to decide. 
Wellstone also offered an amendment to allow the states to establish more protective 
safety standards than the NRC's, but this one went down 14-5. It is expected the Senate 
Environment Committee will hold hearings on the bill and provide stronger opposition 
to the Bush Administration/nuclear industry language.

Japanese Accident, New Cuban Nuke Cause Concern

Japan suffered its worst nuclear accident on February 9 when the emergency core cool
ing system failed after a steam generator tube ruptured at the Kansai Electric Power 
Companie's Mihama Nuclear Power Station in northern Japan. Full details of the acci
dent and how much radioactivity was released haven't been made public and observers 
in Japan say estimates released by the Ministry of International Trade and Industry 
(MITT) are probably underrated.

Meanwhile, Cuba is nearing completion of a four-reactor nuclear generating station that 
has raised the concerns of some nuclear officials here. Meant to sound reassuring, offi
cials point out the design of the reactors is far more comparable to TMI than to Cher
nobyl.

Works Sought for Arts for Peace and Justice Exhibition

Galerie 110 st Strawberry Square will host the 2nd annual "Arts for Peace and Justice" 
exhibition, jointly sponsored by Galerie 110 and the Harrisburg-Hiroshima-Nagasaki 
Committee. Exhibit organizers seek visual art in any medium including photography, 
prose, poetry, and sculpture. Please phone Fleur Byers by July 1 at 774-5811 for more 
information. If you wish to exhibit, send a self-addressed stamped envelope to Fleur 
Byers, 36 Drexel Place, New Cumberland, PA 17070. The exhibition is scheduled for 
August 3-9.
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CALENDAR CALENDAR CALENDAR
Sunday, July 14 TMIA Summer Picnic and Swim Party
August 3-9 Arts for Peace and Justice, Galerie 110, Strawberry Square
Sunday, August 4 Program, Peace for a Just and Habitable World, 2-5PM, featuring the 
film TM1 - Accident Without End and the Paper Sword Poets. Harrisburg YWCA, 215 
Market Street.
Thursday, August 8 Candles on the Water - Meet at 7PM at Market Square Presbyterian 
Church and walk to waterfront for program co-sponsored by the Inter-Religious Forum.

12 Years After the Accident

TMIA Summer Picnic 
and Splash Party

Fun, food, frolic and friends at the annual Camp Riley picnic.

Date: Sunday, July 14 (Rain or Shine)

Time: Noon until...

Come early & get in the pool!

Tee-Shirts & Bumper 
Stickers Available

k______ __ ______ /
Place: Camp Reily
Go north on Front Street past Fort Hunter (or 322 West until you reach Rt. 443), 
then turn right onto Rt. 443 east. Go less than 2 miles. The road to Camp Reily 
will be on your left

Donation: $5 per adult/$2 per child

Music: Dewey & Others
Activities Include:

Swimming 1:00 to 7.00 p.m.
Land and pool volley ball
Greased watermelon contest
Rockin’ & Rollin’
Much, much, much, much more!!!

Bring food to share for the big potluck dinner at 5 PM.
Beverages provided.


