NRC Will Rule
by June
on TMI-1
EMERGENCY! ! ! * * * EMERGENCY ! ! f * * * EMERGENCY! ! ! * * *
These headlines should convince you that the time to act is now.

NRC Exonerates
Top GPU Execs
Unless we all speak out, write, lobby, pressure, educate, organize, and rally
together, GPU is going to convince the NRC to let them RESTART UNIT I.
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Sierra Club Pa. Environmental Lobby will benefit from the proceeds of a banquet at Villa Leo
(with vegetarian option) on Saturday, February 25, at 6:30 p.m. Minstrel & movie included.
For reservations and information: Barry Kauffman; P.O.Box 230, Lewisberry, PA 17339

It Wasn’t That They Did It,
It Was the Way They Did It
Without allowing any public comment, the NRC held a "public" meeting,
in which they announced their decision to decide about allowing GPU to restart
TMI Unit I before the courts and other legal investigating agencies have had
the chance to decide whether they find GPU guilty of criminal misconduct.
If the mission of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission were truly to pre
serve and protect the public health and safety, all issues would be exhaustively
investigated prior to their decision on restart.
Perhaps they would more appro
priately be called the Nuclear Promotional Commission.
The industry is exerting heavy pressure to reopen TMI, in response to
several recent anti-nuclear decisions across the country.
The NRC is vulnerable
to such pressure. We must exert greater pressure to KEEP TMI CLOSED! !
Alert your elected officials and representatives that they must strongly oppose and
act to prevent restart of TMI or they will be defeated in the next election. Flood them with
letters and/or visits to let them know how serious we are.
Tell NRC Commissioners Thomas Roberts and Frederick Bernthal, and especially Chairman
Nunzio Palladino that the citizens of central Pa. will not tolerate restart of TMI.

Thank NRC Commissioners Asselstine and Gilinsky for their favorable votes in this un
favorable decision of 1/X7/84.

Talk these issues up with your friends and neighbors, start talking to your local mer
chants, and see how much anger and resentment is felt towards GPU. We are not a minority.

Help leaflet at local theaters after Silkwood has shown. The people leaving the show
are very receptive and glad to be given any information, and it is uplifting to be thanked for
spending 10 minutes handing out papers to area residents.
* 1
•
Volunteer to help with mailings or phone calls.________________________________ _______
These meetings, highlighted from the PIRC calendar, are VERY IMPORTANT. Please attend:

February 9, 7 p.m. @ Holiday Inn Town, Hbg., NRC CITIZENS ADVISORY PANEL ON CLEAN=UP OF TMI=I.
EPA plans to discontinue radiation monitoring will be presented, and new NRC data on
worker exposure to radiation and potential health effects will be discussed.
February 15, 7 p.m., Middletown High School, Mdtn., NRC public meeting on the new NRC data on
worker exposure to radiation will be held; public comments are welcome and copies of
the document (PEIS, NUREG=0683, Supplement 1) are available through the NRC or TMIA.
February 11, 6 p.m. Pot Luck supper, 7:30 p.m. TMIA GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING, Hbg. Friends
Meeting House, 6th Sc Herr Sts., Hbg.

February 17, Pre-hearing conference on steam tube repairs at TMI Unit=L;__^_^__—,^M^^^^M

TMI Alert

wants
you

HELP

HELP

HELP

“STOP THE restart”

TMIA intervenors have been instrumental in keeping the NRC from granting
permission to restart TMI and in providing substance for the criminal indict
ments against GPU.
Funds are desperately needed to continue the intervention processes. The
TMIA Planning Council agreed to pay Loiuse Bradford a weekly stipend of $150 in
order that she may devote full time to researching and writing.
Additional
money may be needed for Joanne Doroshow's expenses.
These women have already put in so much of their own time that we must
see our financial contributions as small repayment for thier efforts.
After
all, it is our struggle; they've been carrying the weight for us. Let's help.

* $’''$'*$*$*$ * $ * $ * $ * $ * $ * $ * $ * $ * $ * $ * $ * $ * $ * $ *
NAME______________________________________ ____________

PHONE_________________________________

ADDRESS__________________________________________________________________________________________
Intervention Fund Contribution:

$100______ $50______ $ 15______ $15______ $10______ $5_____

Monthly Pledge : $5_____ $ 10______ $ 15______ $ 10_______ $ £5______
Membership:

$15 Regular Membership .
______ $50 Sustaining Member
$2.5 Non=Profit Organization _____ $100 Patron
$5 Low Income, Student
_ ____ $200 Club Member
~
$5 Non=Member Newsletter Subscription

Return to :TMIA, 315 Peffer St., Hbg., PA 1710i

THE
PIRC REPORT
Three Mile Island
Public Interest Resource Center
1037 Maclay Street
Harrisburg. PA 17103

WELCOME TO THE PIRC REPORT

January, 1984

The members of the Susquehanna Valley Alliance and Three Mile Island
Alert are seeing their first issue of THE PIRC REPORT. The Report and its
predecessor publication, The PIRC Newsletter, were initiated to give those
fine people pledging monthly contributions to PIRC something tangible for
their money. After a few issues, some feel the Report can fill a long felt
need for an area-wide publication providing credible information on the
many issues involving TMI.
Your comments on the content and style of the
PIRC Report are appreciated. Additional monthly pledges are also welcome.
RESTART?
Whether or when TMI gets restarted is still unresolved.
This month
the NRC listed 63 potential management integrity issues that could con
ceivably block the restart of TMI.
The list was released on January 20,
just days after a January 16 closed door meeting at which the NRC dis
cussed the 25% power proposal (no word at press time on what they decided,
if anything).
On January 11 the intervenors presented oral arguments before the
Appeal Board on the cheating incidents.
TMIA intervenor Joanne Doroshow
also asked the Appeal Board to order the hearing record reopened because
of the vast amount of new evidence that has surfaced since the Licensing
Board issued its pro-management decisions in 1981-82. Appeal Board member
Christine Kohl provided some hope when she stated in response to the
cheating incidents and other issues that "What we have in this case are
continued cases of bad corporate judgement."

NRC SAYS DANGER ON RISE AT TMI CLEANUP
Overall radiation exposure to workers cleaning up the TMI reactor
could be six times greater than previously thought, the NRC revealed in
early January. The six-fold increase in the exposure estimations—leading
to additional deaths from exposure induced cancers—is the result of data
gathered on the more than 300 entries into the reactor since the original
estimates were issued in 1981.
A public meeting on the exposure to
workers has been scheduled for February 15 at 7:00 p.m. at Middletown High
School.

GPU SEEKS TO SHIFT FUNDS TO CLEANUP

GPU has petitioned the Public Utility Commission to transfer $15.8
million from its amortization fund to its cleanup fund.
If the shift is
approved, it would not result in a rate increase. At question is the use
of funds already in hand.
Additional funds are not being sought from
GPU's ratepayers at this time.

MET-ED/GPU SEEKS DISMISSAL OF CHARGES
Federal prosecutors filed papers in early January opposing requests
by the former operator of TMI to dismiss criminal charges stemming from
the 1979 accident.
The government action came in response to Met Ed's
request that Judge Sylvia Rambo dismiss the 11-count indictment charging
the company with falsifying data on reactor coolant leaks prior to the
March 28, 1979 accident. Watch the PIRC Report in the months ahead. This
one will drag on for a while.

IRS OK’S CLEANUP DEDUCTIONS FOR UTILITIES

In late December the Internal Revenue Service ruled that utilities
may take tax deductions on contributions to the TMI-2 cleanup.
In the
almost one month that has passed, however, not a word from the industry on
additional funds for the mop up operation.
Was it the Edison Electric
Institute that told us a favorable ruling from the IRS would spur con
tributions for the cleanup? We're confident they'll come through. They've
never lied to us before.

RICKOVER NOW A GPU LOBBYIST
Retired Adm. Hyman ("Credibility, Inc.") Rickover is now lobbying for
the restart of TMI Unit I.
Fortunately, legislators and their staffs are
regarding his views (according to one published report) "pretty much as a
statement coming from the company."
ALICE AND GEORGE HERMAN of the New
berry Township Steering Committee are currently preparing a response to
Rickover's pro-restart efforts with the state congressional delegation.
The Hermans, other NTSC members and other area residents have been speaking
with elected officials about their concerns regarding restart, as well as
about evidence which proves restart is unacceptable.
HIGH COURT HOLDS FOR SILKWOOD - BAD NEWS FOR N—INDUSTRY

"...persons injured by nuclear accidents
(are) free to utilize
existing state tort law remedies," said U.S. Supreme Court Justice Byron R.
White in his majority opinion in the case involving the estate of Karen
Silkwood against the Kerr-McGee Corporation. •
Though the possibility of a $10 million settlement for Silkwood heirs
won headlines on most news broadcasts, the real story is the award s longrange implications for the nuclear industry.
Suppose every exposed worker
sues a plant owner for negligence in hopes of winning a multimillion dollar
settlement.
It sounds like its a good business to get out of.

Q. How many GPU managers does it take to falsify leak rates?
A.
All of them.
Some to falsify the documents and the rest to look the
other way.

A GLOWING REPORT
We don't know how the local news media missed this, but a national
magazine has reported that a spokesperson for GPU Nuclear Corporation,
operator of TMI and the Oyster Creek nuclear power plant near Forked River,
New Jersey, acknowledged that plant records stored in a bank vault were
found to be somewhat radioactive.

LILCO SHORTS TAX COLLECTORS
Officials of the Long Island Lighting Company (Lilco), owners of the
$4 billion nuclear plant at Shoreham, NY, reported they were depositing
$26.2 million in property taxes owed on their plant into an escrow account
rather than into the public treasury.
The company called the move "the
logical consequence...of years of opposition to the plant" from county
officials.
The Suffolk County officials have blocked start-up of Shoreham
arguing there is no way possible to evacuate Long Island in the event of an
accident.
The County will ask the state attorney general to help them
seize $26.2 million worth of the "renegade utility's" assets.
Lilco
suffered a setback on January 17 when the state of New York told the NRC
that Lilco's "in house" evacuation plan (using Lilco employees to direct
traffic and perform other emergency functions) was illegal - the company
simply has no legal authority to implement the plan.

HELP WANTED - Do you want to meet new people?
Learn how to write grant
proposals?
Gain experience in working with a dynamic board of directors
and too many committees?
An opportunity to demonstrate your natural
leadership qualities?
To make contacts with interesting people throughout
central Pennsylvania? Perform many tasks which border on the tedious, yet
need to be done if we're going to stop the restart?
Then call PIRC at
233-4241 and volunteer.
You learn from us.
We'll learn from you.
A
great skill sharing opportunity.
OHIO’S ZIMMER PLANT WILL BURN COAL

Four days after Cincinnati’s City Council voted unanimously to
abandon the 97 percent complete, $1.7 billion spent so far, Zimmer nuclear
power plant, Cincinnati Gas & Electric Co. announced they would try to
convert the plant to a coal-burning unit.
CG&E officials said it would take another $1.5 billion to satisfy
federal regulations and open Zimmer as a nuclear plant by 1986.
The
plant's original cost estimate was $240 million and it was expected to be
operational in the mid-1970s.
Company officials don't know how much it
will cost to complete the first ever conversion from nuclear to coal, but
they figure it has to be far less-than the $1.5 billion nuclear price tag.
It is expected to be on-line as a coal burning plant by 1991.

CALENDAR CALENDAR CALENDAR CALENDAR CALENDAR CALENDAR CALENDAR CALENDAR

(All meetings are held at 7:00 p.m. unless otherwise noted)
JANUARY
Sunday, 29

Monday, 30

Volunteer Meeting for 5th Anniversary Events (2:00 p.m.)
1037 Maclay Street, PSSU Basement, Harrisburg
PANE Board, Middletown
SVA Core, Lancaster
Legal Fund - Location to be announced

FEBRUARY
Wednesday, 1
Monday, 6
Tuesday, 7

Wednesday, 8
Thursday, 9

Saturday, 11
Monday, 13

Wednesday, 15

Thursday, 16
Sunday, 19
Monday, 20
Tuesday, 21
Monday, 27

Wednesday, 29

PIRC Board, Harrisburg
SVA Core, Lancaster
TMIA Planning Council, Harrisburg
TMI-PIRC Health Issues Committee, Middletown
YEA Monthly Meeting, York
NTSC Monthly Meeting, Newberrytown
TMI Cleanup Advisory Council (usually at Holiday Inn,
Harrisburg, no location announced at press time)
ECNP (10:00 a.m.) State College
SVA Core, Lancaster
Legal Fund - Location to be announced
TMI-PIRC Board, Harrisburg
NRC Meeting on Worker Dose Assessments, Middletown High
School, Public Meeting
SVA General Meeting, Lancaster
PANE Board, Middletown
SVA Core, Lancaster
TMIA General Membership Meeting, Harrisburg
SVA Core, Lancaster
Atomic Safety & Licensing Board Hearings on Steam Tubes
begin today
TMI-PIRC Board, Harrisburg

NRC DENIES OPERATING LICENSE TO ILLINOIS PLANT
For the first time in the history of the Nuclear Regulatory Commis
sion, an NRC Licensing Board acted on January 12 to deny an operating
license for a nearly completed plant. The rejection for the Byron Nuclear
plant in Rockford, Illinois marked the first time in the history of the
nuclear power industry that a plant has been denied a license to operate.
The Licensing Board said that Commonwealth Edison's $3.35 billion plant
should not be permitted to operate because of the utility's "very long
record of non-compliances with NRC requirements."
The Board also cited
the lack of quality assurance programs by a number of Byron's contractors
as a reason for the denial. Commonwealth Edison will now take the case to
an Appeal Board or directly to the Commissioners themselves.
Maybe
there's still hope for justice from the NRC, but don't hold your breath.

INDIANA UTILITY CALLS IT QUITS
Indiana's largest utility decided it was "financially unable to
proceed" with the Marble Hill nuclear plant and it was pulling out after
spending $2.5 billion on the project.
The decision came after a special
governor's task force last month recommended the 9-year-old project be
canceled and that the utility's shareholders absorb a "substantial amount"
of the burden of the money already spent.
145 ARRESTED AT DIABLO CANYON
Protests against the anticipated approval by the NRC of a low-power
test license for Pacific Gas and Electric's Diablo Canyon nuclear power
plant resulted in 145 arrests in nine days (as of Jan. 22).
The arrests
were the latest in a civil disobedience campaign that began January 13
when 50 people were arrested.
The activity, coordinated by the Abalone
Alliance, is expected to continue indefinitely.

ANYBODY SEE 1,700 POUNDS OF URANIUM

More than 1,700 pounds of enriched uranium, enough to make 85 atomic
bombs, has been reported missing from the government's nuclear weapons
plant at Oak Ridge, Tennessee.
The material, missing since 1947,
continues to vanish despite tightened security at the plant.
About 178
pounds of the material was unaccounted for from 1979 to 1982, the
Scripps-Howard News Service said.
The government does not believe the
material was stolen.
Officials have blamed faulty bookkeeping, ejection
of the material through plant smokestacks, or that it may be stuck in
machinery or in the miles of pipe in the plant.

FIFTH ANNIVERSARY PLANNING ADVANCING - VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
The coming annniversary of the 1979 accident will provide many oppor
tunities for area residents to focus worldwide attention on local opposi
tion to the restart of TMI.
TMI-PIRC and its member groups are currently
gearing up for a wide variety of events and activities to publicize and win
support for its on-going struggle.
Volunteers are urgently needed to help
organize 5th Anniversary commemorations .

PIRC is hoping that those who were active years ago will come out of
"retirement" as, in the words of one PIRC activist, "we are as close to
winning this as we are to losing it. The success of our 5th Anniversary
events and how well we get our message out could finally bring about the
permanent shut down we've sought for so long."
A volunteer organizing meeting for 5th Anniversary events will be
held in the basement of the PSSU Building, 1037 Maclay Street (across from
the Farm Show Building) at 2:00 p.m. dn Sunday, January 29.
Below listed
are some of the tentatively scheduled 5th Anniversary events.

Throughout March

National Speaking Tours for TMI Area Residents

Sunday, March 18

Women’s Pot Luck Dinner

Saturday, March 24

Benefit Concert with Bonnie Raitt and Wind &

Wood at the Forum
Sunday, March 25
Monday, March 26
Tuesday, March 27

Public Forums on the "Case Against Restart" in
Harrisburg, York and Lancaster

Wednesday, March 28

4:00 a.m. Vigil at TMI gates

10:00 a.m. National Press Conference
Capitol
Afternoon - State Legislative Lobbying
Evening
Public
Health/Radiation
table

in the

Round-

PLEDGE PROGRAM REPORT

In December, $968 was raised through the pledge program.
$543 was
raised through monthly pledges and $425 came through one-time donations.
As of January 16, $440.50 was raised, $323.00 in pledges and $117.50 in
one-time donations.
PIRC is looking for volunteers to come into the office or to work at
home.
We are taking names off of several mailing lists and putting them
on a master listing of 3 x 5 cards.
If you can spare a couple of hours
for telephoning or list management functions, PIRC can use you just about
any time. Call 233-4241 to volunteer.

The second phase of the pledge program's campaign began on January 23
and will continue until March 23.
Callers are needed in the York and
Lancaster areas in particular.
If you would be willing to contact 25-50
people for the pledge program (from the comfort of your own home) call
PIRC for a list.
Callers are needed in all areas to assist with community outreach
work.
The 5th Anniversary will soon be here and now is the time to pull
in new volunteers.
If you can't serve personally, can you recruit some
one?
Call members of your church, civic organization or any clubs you may
belong to for monthly pledges, one-time donations and volunteers.
If
calling is inconvenient, return this handy form with your monthly pledge.
Thanks.

Name_______ __ ___________________ ______________ Phone________________________
Ad d r e s s

______________________________ ______________ ________________

I will contact members of ________________________ of which I am a member,
(organization)
Number of members.
necessary materials for the calls.

Please contact me to go over the

