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315 Peffer Street; Harrisburg, PA 17102 TELEPHONE: 717-233-3072

CLEAN AIR ACT ENDORSED
Three Mile Island Alert strongly supports a proposal initiated by 

Dauphin County Commissioner Larry Hochendoner that is aimed at limiting 
the amount of radioactivity released into the atmosphere by facilities 
operating within Dauphin County.

The proposed ordinance, which would establish a task force to review 
the technical data and make recommendations to the Commissioners, would 
require the county to impose radiation emission controls stricter than 
those contained in the federal Clean Air Act.

The federal Clean Air Act, as amended in 1977, permits local and state 
governments to enact ordinances limiting the amount of radioactivity re
leased into the atmosphere. And, according to public statements by flochen
doner, the local control provisions of the Act give county officials the 
opportunity to take responsible actions to ensure the health and safety of 
local residents, an opportunity not taken by state and federal officials.

In a statement on the proposed ordinance, Commissioner Hochendoner 
said the county "can set reasonable but strict measures to guarantee that 
our families are not exposed to health hazards as venting continues with 
Unit II or with the possible restart of Unit I (at Three Mile Island)."

In calling for the enactment of the ordinance, Hochendoner said, 
"The wishes of Dauphin County residents, expressed by a 3-1 margin on the 
TMI referendum, have been ignored by the NRC, Congress, the federal govern
ment, and GPU (General Public Utilities, TMI owners).

Local safe energy activists associated with TMIA, PIRC, and other 
groups, have called on the commissioners to quickly enact Hochendoner's 
proposal. For details on how you can help get the Clean Air Ordinance 
kenacted, please turn to page 2. j
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: HELP PASS THE CLEAN.AIR ORDINANCE*** The Dauphin County Commissioners will not act
* nance unless they hear from the people who feel it
tshould call or write to tell them how you feel,

1. Urge them to create a task force and to
2.
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should

pass a

Clean Air Ordi- 
be enacted. YOU
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* *♦ * * * * ■it strict ordinance.* 4t

Tell them Dauphin County has an obligation to protect residents $ 
of this area from dangerous levels of radiation, *

3. Let them know that you believe we should have LOCAL CONTROL over 
the operations at Three Mile Island, i

OR WRITE: Jack Minnick Norm Hetrick
County Commissioners, Dauphin County Court House,

Harrisburg., PA 17101

* «
Larry Hochendoner *

5
Front & Market Sts, J

♦
PHONE: 717-255-2741 *

“TMI 12”
Trial Postponed

The trial of the 12 people who blocked the gates of Three Mile Island 
on the May 18th anniversary of the referendum vote against restart of TMI 
Unit I has been postponed. Originally scheduled to begin September 19, the 
case is now scheduled to be heard during the November term of court, between 
November 14 and November 22.

Dr, Robert Pollard and Dr. Carl Johnson have agreed to provide expert 
testimony for the defense. Bob Pollard, of the Union of Concerned Scientists 
and former NRC staff person, has actively participated as an intervenor in 
the NRC hearings on the restart of TMI Unit I. Carl Johnson, M.D., M.P.H., 
Director of Jefferson County, Colorado Health Department, spoke at Harris
burg Area Community College shortly after the TMI accident. He devotes much 
of his time to researching health effects of low level radiation exposure.

Legal counsel is being provided by Joe Huss, a Harrisburg attorney, and 
Lewis Pitts of North Carolina, who has successfully defended several civil 
disobedience and civil rights cases.

These scientific and legal experts are generously donating their ser
vices, but their transportation expenses and other costs associated with the 
trial must be covered. Many thanks to those who have already contributed to 
the TMI Civil Defense Fund, which was established to administer these expen
ditures. Additional contributions are needed, and can be sent to :

TMI Civil Defense Fund; 3664 N. 3rd St.; Harrisburg, PA 17110
Watch for more information on the up-coming trial in the October TMIAlert, Q 
or In your local newspapers. The defendents appreciate your support.



CRBR FUNDING OPPOSED
A Congressional vote on a utility developed "cost sharing" plan for the 

continued funding of the Clinch River Breeder Reactor (CRBR) is expected be
fore the end of September.

The plan, which is expected to be attached to a Continuing Resolution 
(an appropriation measure which keeps the government operating), was de
veloped by the electric utility industry after Congress directed the De
partment of Energy (DOE) and the utilities to come up with a cost sharing 
plan requiring the private sector to assume more responsibility for the 
project’s enormous costs.

Congress first approved the CRBR in 1970 when the utility industry 
pledged $257 million of the breeder's then estimated $956 million cost. 
Since then the industry has contributed $82 million while Congress has 
poured some $1,2 billion of tax moneys into the project. Today estimates 
on the price of completing the project range from a low of $3.57 billion 
(DOE's estimate) up to a Government Accounting Office estimate of $8.5 
billion for construction alone.

Under the "cost sharing" plan proposed by the utility industry, it is 
mostly the taxpayers who share the cost. The industry would put up the 
$175 million still unpaid on their original pledge of $257 million. The 
remaining billions will come either directly from the federal treasury or 
from the sale of federally guaranteed bonds. These bonds would finance a 
project which one observer said made the "WPPSS bonds look like the gold 
at the end of the rainbow."

TMIA went on record opposing continued funding for CRBR at a Harrisburg 
press conference on August 31, and through letters to the members of the 
Pennsylvania Congressional delegation. Arguing that the projected cost alone 
is reason enough to scuttle the project, TMIA also pointed out the potential 
drain on taxpayers should the government have to make good on the bonds.

TMIA also opposed the project on the grounds that the funds which are 
being sought for CRBR could be better used elsewhere. "The only financial 
contribution the federal government should be making towards the nuclear in
dustry should be to help finance the clean-up of TMI-2," said Kay Pickering 
as she read the TMIA statement.

TMIA members and all concerned citizens should write to Senators John 
Heinz and Arlen Specter, and to their Congressmen, expressing opposition to 
the continued funding of the Clinch River Breeder Reactor.WALK TOWARDS A FREEZE

TMIA is one of four sponsors of the Capital Area Freeze Walk. On 
Saturday, October 1, more than 240 communities across the nation will be 
holding the First National Freeze Walk. Local walkers will meet at the 
LeTort School in Carlisle to begin the 10 kilometer (6.2 miles) walk at 
9:30 a.m. The walk will end with a short rally, and walkers are encouraged 
to bring a picnic lunch to enjoy afterwards.

You can help by walking and soliciting pledges for yourself or other 
walkers. You can pledge $$$ for each kilometer walked. Pledge forms and 
further information can be obtained by contacting Kay Pickering at 233-3072.



the Latest On...
MANAGEMENT COMPETENCY in the TMI Unit I restart case: The restart 

case has been reopened to fully explore all implications of the Hartman 
allegations, which include the allegation that leak rates at Unit II were 
falsified with the knowledge of upper management prior to the accident, 
and had a direct effect of the accident. Other issues, such as the Parks 
and King allegations, were ruled premature due to the on-going NRC staff 
review, but were not excluded. The Government Accountability Project (GAP) 
of Washington, D.C., may become involved on behalf of TMIA in presentation 
of this case.

STEAM TUBES: The demand for public hearings prior to the license 
amendment required due to the unprecedented repair procedure is still 
pending. Meanwhile, GPU is proceeding with hot functional testing using 
non-nuclear fuel. TMIA's contentions, along with the contentions of in
tervenors Norman Aamodt and Jane Lee, must be submitted by September 21.

On October 17 a pre-hearing conference, open to the public, will be 
held in Harrisburg. Limited appearance statements will be heard at this 
hearing. (See "ASLB Hearings" article below.)

As GPU technicians were working to remove the first debris samples 
from the TMI Unit II core on September 9, one of the three technicians 
involved in the operation developed a "severe headache" which resulted in 
their having to leave the reactor containment building with only one sample. 
Three samples were scheduled for removal, but GPU postponed the taking of 
the other two samples. GPU’s statement prior to this procedure assured that 
the handling cask is sufficiently shielded that the surface radiation dose 
is estimated to be approximately 200 millirem per hour, within safe limits.

PUC Administrative Law Judge Isador Kranzel recommended that Phila
delphia Electric’s customers should not have to pay for the company's 
"unreasonable, overdone, and imprudent" public relations campaign pro
moting nuclear power. Judge Kranzel urged the PUC to prohibit PE, the 
operators of the Limerick nuclear plant, from charging ratepayers for 
lobbying and educational activities which add more than $4 million to the 
company's budget. Perhaps such a ruling can relieve us of GPU’s propaganda.

***ATTENTION***A.S.L.B. HEARINGS***REQUEST TIME TO ADDRESS NRC* **ATTENTION * * *
The NEC’s Atomic Safety and Licensing Board (ASLB) has given notice of 

hearings to be held at the Department of Education, 333 Market St. in Harris
burg on October 17, 1983. The public is invited to attend the prehearing 
conference which begins at 9 a.m. Anyone may request permission to make a 
limited appearance in order to make comment on the issues. If you wish to 
make an appearance, send your request to: Secretary of the Commission, U.S. 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Washington, D.C. 20555.

Evening sessions are being requested in order to let people who work 
during the day have an opportunity to voice their opinions also. If you be- 
lieve'that evening sessions should be held on thi issue, write to: Chairman 
Sheldon Wolfe, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Washington D.C. 20555.

>!=****jjOTE***** Either of these requests will be processed more quickly 
if you include the following information in the upper right hand corner:

ASLBP Docket No. 83-491-04 OLA A
(NRC Docket No. 50-289) *
(Steam Gen^r^or Repair)



The NRC Citizens' Advisory Panel ofi. Clean-up of TMI Unit II is now 
seeking questions and input from local citizens, and has admitted to being 
tired of hearing GPU’s public relations "road show" presentations.

Mayor Robert Reid of Middletown initiated the panel’s official request 
that people submit, their questions and concerns related to TMI clean-up 
operations by sending them to the chair of the panel, Dauphin County 
Commissioner Jack Minnich at the Dauphin County Court House, Front & Market 
Streets, Harrisburg, PA 17101„

TMIA questions and comments, presented by Steve Patton and Randy Smed
ley at the previous meeting, seem to have helped stir new interest in panel 
members to improve their effectiveness. for example, they are now asking 
for neutral, third party testimony about controversial topics. And the 
panel'tfread a GPU safety panel’s apologetic response to one citizen's com
plaint that they flew Professor Norman Rasmussen all the way from Califor
nia to report on the safety of TMI clean-up, when he did not even have time 
to answer questions from the panel or the public.. One panelist responded 
to an open letter and individual demonstration calling for their resignation 
by pledging his own efforts towards making the panel productive and effective

You should attend the next meeting, for your questions and comments will 
helpo We need to let the panelists know that we are serious about our con
cerns, and that we expect them to take their positions seriously. The next 
meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, September 28, 7 p0mo, at the Holiday Inn 
Town, 2nd & Chestnut Streets, Harrisburg, PAO

• •••••_•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
MANY THANKS to the folks who helped get this newsletter ready for the

press: Joe Belcastro, Lisa Carroll, Bill Cologie, Steve & Suzanne
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Patton, and Kay Pickering.
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September 20 — TMIA GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING, 7:30 p.m.at the Harrisburg 
Friends Meeting House, 6th &. Herr Sts., Hbg.

Dauphin County Clean Air Ordinance proposal will be discussed.
Jeff Schmidt of the Sierra Club will speak on nuclear waste, 

including proposed sites in PA and the east coast.
Nuclear Summer, 20 minute film on TMI, will be shown.

September 28 — TMI CITIZENS’ ADVISORY PANEL ON UNIT II CLEAN-UP meeting at
Holiday Inn Town, 2nd 8s Chestnut Sts., Hbg.; 7 p.m.

October 1
October 4
October 17
October 18
October 22

— CAPITAL FREEZE WALK beginning at 9:30 a.m. in Carlisle.
— TMIA Planning Council Mtg., 7 p.m., Hbg. Friends Mtg. House.
— NRC ASLB HEARINGS in Harrisburg (see page 4).
— TMIA Planning Council Mtg., 7 p.m., Hbg. Friends Mtg. House.
— Seneca Army Depot Demonstration, to Stop the Cruise 8s Pershing

Missiles. Busses, will leave the PSSU Bldg, at Cameron 8s 
Maclay at 7 a.m. and arrive in N.Y. lat 11 a.m. Cost: $22.50 

Jane Perkins will represent Central PA. as speaker at rally. 
Civil Disobedience is planned for Monday, October 24 — for 

further information call this local number: 238-1367.
October 26-27 — Low Level Waste Symposium at the Harrisburg Marriott.

HELP*****WANTED*****NEEDED IMMEDIATELY*****WANTED*****IMMEDIATELY*****

Filing cabinets: TMIA legal helpers need to file their

papers and need filing cabinets to do so. If you have 

one you are not using, or know someone else who would 

be able to donate one, please let us know immediately. 

These people are donating their time, let's make their 

job as easy as we can by helping them organize their documents.
**** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ****

TIME to READ this INFORMATION is NOW

THREE MILE ISLAND ALERT
315 Peffer Street 
Harrisburg, PA 17102
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