THREE MILE ISLAND

The transportation, storage and
disposal of radioactive materials is
one of the gravest social responsi
bilities mankind has ever assumed.
Three million packages of nuclear
fuel, medical isotopes and atonic
wastes travel through our highways,
railroads and airports each year.
It has been estimated that by 1985
the number of these shipments will
quadruple.
The Department of Transporta
tion estimates that one accident
involving radioactive shipments
happens every two days. Approxi
mately 1,100 accidents have occurred
in the past five years.
The effects of a radioactive
accident frcm TMI are not limited
to those people who reside in a 50
mile radius around the plant. The
transportation of nuclear wastes
frcm TMI brings the possibility of
a nuclear accident to thousands of
towns and cities across the U.S.
Since Bamsville, South Carolina
will not accept the waste materials
frcm TMI's unit II, the wastes must
be taken to Hanford, Washington.
This is a distance of approximately
2,800 miles. It has been estimated
that it will require at least 2,500
trips to ship part of the waste frcm
the damaged reactor to Hanford.
This amounts to 7,000,000 miles one
way, or a total of 14,000,000 miles
roundtrip.
There are two approved routes
for the waste materials frcm TMI
to be sent to Washington - Legal
Weight vehicles: PA. 441, I 283, I 83,
I 81 N, I 80 W, I 294, I 90, I 94,

I 694, I 294, I 90, US 395, Wa. 26,
Wa. 240. to Hanford; Overweight
Vehicles (in PA only): PA 441,
I 283, I 83, I 81 S, I 70 in Maryland.
In Pennsylvania there are many
comnunities these waste shipments must
pass tlirough. Perhaps you have family
or friends residing in one of these
canrnunities. Are they aware of the
fact that nuclear wastes are being
shipped in their area? Are they
aware of the evacuation plans and
medical procedures to follow in case
of a severe nuclear waste shipment
accident?
In Pennsylvania the towns on
or near the radioactive waste routes
are for Legal Weight Vehicles: Middle
town, Steelton, Harrisburg, Lingles
town, Indiantown Gap, Pine Grove,
Frackville, Mahanoy City, McAdoo,
Hazelton, Berwick, Lightstreet,
Bloomsburg, Danville, Milton, Longantown, Milesburg, Bellefonte,
Snow Shoe, Clearfield, Dubois, Brook
ville, Clarion, Emlenton, Mercer,
Farrell and for Overweight Vehicles:
Middletown, Steelton, Harrisburg,
Summerdale, Enola, Wertzville, New
Kingston, Carlisle, Shippensburg,
Scotland, Chambersburg, Greencastle,
Hagerstown, MD.
The above-mentioned routes are
only for low level radioactive waste
frcm TMI. So far no plans or routes
have been established for the re
moval of the high level radioactive
wates.
It should be remembered that
(cont.)

there are many nuclear facilities
in the State and nation and that
at sore time, the nuclear wastes
from these facilities must be
moved to storage areas. The NRC
has estimated 1-7 accidents per
million miles traveled by vehicles
carrying nuclear wastes.
The Hanford site was closed
briefly in 1979 and will probably
not accept waste material for TMI
after 1981. The radioactive
material would either be sent to
Idaho Falls, Idaho or Beatty,
Nevada. Recently Indiantown Gap
has been named as a possible site
for low level nuclear waste.
For additional information
about the transportation of
nuclear wastes from TMI you could
contact: Tri State Trucking, Box
113, Joplin, Missouri 64801 or Met
Ed Personnel, Larry Zainer #9488551, Mr. Heck #944-2500

Some relevant pieces
legislation are:

of federal

HR 3692 gives the Dept, of Transport
ation principal responsibility for
transportation of wastes. Status:
Referred to Subcommittee on Energy
and Power, Energy and the Environ
ment, Surface Transportation.
Sponsor Harold Runnels (D-NM) ;
HR 4455 directs the NRG to require
notification to the Governor of any
State before nuclear waste is trans
ported to or through the State.
Status: Referred to Subcommittees
on Energy and Power, Energy and
the Environment. Sponsor: Cecil
Heftel (D-Hi);

HR 792 prohibits transportation
of radioactive material through
or into an area with a population
density greater that 12,000 persons
per square mile, unless the mat
erial is related to a medical
use, or unless an emergency exists.
Status: Referred to Subcommittee
on Transportation and Commerce
and Surface Transportation.
Sponsor: Ted Weiss (D-NY) .

Meanwhile the U.S. Department
of Transportation has published pro
posed regulations which would pre

empt all local authority and nearly
all state authority to regulate the
highway shipment of radioactive
materials. The proposed rules were
published in the Federal Register
on January 31, 1980. Written comments
can be filed before May 31 with:
Dockets Branch, Material Trans
portation Bureau, U.S. Dept, of
Transportation, Washington, D.C. 20590.

Rate Boycott
by Jack Knake
As a protest against the use of
nuclear energy, we call upon you to
join us in a rate boycott of your
electric company. If you know the
percentage of your local company's
power that is produced by nuclear
facilities, withhold that amount
from each month’s bill. If you do
not know your local average, 10% is
the nationwide average. PP&L cus
tomers are withholding 10% as PP&L
is building the Berwick nuke.
Met Ed's customers are withholding
25%. Adams County Electric Co-Op
customers can withhold 10% due to
their company buying electricity
from nuclear power companies.
Most every utility has some nuclear
connection, even if it’s only
through their corporation structure.
It is suggested that you open a
special savings account and each
month deposit the withholding.
Send your utility a letter with your
payment stating your reasons. An
example is: "As radiation from the
nuclear fuel cycle is increasing the
percentage of cancer deaths and
genetic defects, I am morally obli
gated to withhold the nuclear
percentage of my bill. It will be
deposited in a savings account and
will be returned to you with the
account's interest at such time that
you close your nuclear plant and
convert it into a non-nuclear gener
ating station."
Don't be afraid that they will
shut off your electricity. In Pa.
the utility must give 10-15 days
notice and provide the customer with an
opportunity to file a complaint with
the PUC. The company can not terminate
service when no one is home and must
(cont.)

leave a 48 hour termination notice.
At any time during the termination
process, you can pay up and begin the
boycott again with the next month’s
bill. Many of us have been doing this
since August 1979.
Many writers have suggested that, in
the end, the future of nuclear power
rests in the hands of the financial
backers. If we all join together we
can hit them where it hurts—in their
pockets.

WE AT MET- ED
ARE PROUD
TO GIVE YOU
ENERGY

AT
ANY
COST
Phantom Taxes
According to an recent report
by the Environmental Action Founda
tion, "phantan taxes" are collected
from ratepayers but never paid to the
federal government because of a series
of tax loopholes. In 1978, on the
average only 6% of incane went for
federal taxes.
Met Ed collected more than $21
million from consumers in 1978 in order
to pay their taxes. But, because
of sane accounting tricks (twobook or normalized accounting),
the company actually got $14 million
back frcm the Feds. The consumers
got nothing back frcm the windfall.
PP&L paid nearly $10 million
in taxes during the same year. Unfor
tunately for the ratepayers, they
had charged us over $70 nullion for
these taxes. The difference - over
$60 million - went into their own
pocketbook.
Past efforts to stop the dual
tax systen have failed becau.se of
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powerful lobbying efforts by the
utility industry. In fact,
several years ago, the late Senator
Lee Metcalf tried to get utilities
declared "tax-exempt" so that they
could not charge the rate payers for
taxes they would never pay. The
utility industry ironically blocked
that effort.
For a copy of the "phantcm tax"
update, call or write the TMTA
General Public Utilites annual
stockholder's meeting will be held
on Monday, May 5, 1980 at 2:00 P.M.
at the William G. Mennen Sports 7\rena
in Morristown, N.J.
S.E.A. Alliance in Morris County,
N.J. will be organizing pickets out
side the meeting. It is hoped that
a number of IMIA members will be able
to join the lines. For directions
to the meeting, or for carpooling
(either driving or riding) call TMIA
office at 233-7897

Krypton
The Governor is listening! On
Friday, April 11, Governor Dick
Thornburgh wrote to the NRC and asked
for a delay on the krypton venting
decision until an independent study by
the Union of Concerned Scientists is
completed. "The [venting] proposal
has aroused considerable anxiety in the
surrounding area, coupled with the
assertion by some that safer alternatives
exist for krypton decontamination,"
Thornburgh told NRC Chairman John F.
Ahearne in his letter. Maybe we should
write the Governor a thank-you letter
for a change.

In other krypton related news. Senator
Ted Kennedy stated his opposition to
the venting of the krypton during his
recent visit to Harrisburg. Dauphin
County Commissioners unanimously
adopted a resolution opposing venting
plans. And the TMI Legal Fund in
vestigation has lead them to conclude
that venting the krypton is not a
prerequisite to continuing maintenance
work on Unit 2. Jean Kohr, Lancaster
attorney and spokeswoman for the group
said that workers can wear protective
suiting to enter the krypton atmosphere
in the containment building and
service equipment there.
(cont.)

Meanwhile, the Mayors of Lebanon,
Harrisburg, Lancater, York and
Elizabethtown recommended that Thorn
burgh make an immediate decision on
the venting. They contend that the
UCS study will not be "objective."
Mayor Doutrich of Harrisburg said
he was concerned with, "removing the
festering sore that’s in our midst
and removing it as soon as possible."
Apparently expressing similar con
cerns, the Pennsylvania Chamber of
Commerce on April 17 announced
their support of the plan to vent
krypton.

Legal Update
by Chris Sayer
TMIA's case before the Penn
sylvania Public Utility Commission
moved into the final stages last
month, with the presentation of
witnesses and the filing of briefs
for the Commission.
THIA witnesses Dr. Robert Tower,
Dr. William Belmont and Dr. Vince
Taylor argued that TMI Unit I
should be removed from the MetEd
ratebase since it did not meet the
statutory requirements of being
"used and useful." Tower testified
that there was no indication when
Unit I might again be available to
the utility. "To say merely that
TMI-1 is neither used nor useful
is an understatement," concluded
Towers.
Belmont argued that the entire
cost of nuclear power in general and
the TMI accident, in particular, had
never been figured into an economic
analysis of nuclear potver. Belmont
pointed out that a full risk-benefit
analysis should be done to see if
the closing, conversion or phase
out of WI as a nuclear facility
might be better for everybody in
the long run.
Belmont told the connission
that an analysis of utility stocks
indicated that there was a higher
cost of equity capital to those
utilities which had made decisions
to go down the nuclear path.
Belmont demonstrated that both
before and, to a greater extent,
after the accident, investors have
required a significant, demonstrable
risk premium for investing in

utilities which wanted to build
nuclear facilities.
Vince Taylor answered testimany presented by the utility on
the importance of nuclear power and
the effect of the PUC decision on
national security, national energy
policy, God and motherhood (not to
mention apple pie). Taylor out
lined the economic and political
impact of nuclear power, concluding
that "No matter how large and
important nuclear paver appears to
utilities and nuclear manufacturers,
it is, in the vernacular of my part
of the country, mighty small potatoes
when viewed in the overall context
of the energy crisis."
What's more, as Dr. Belmont
testified, a decision by the Commission which either implicitly or
explicitly causes a proper valuation
of nuclear energy would be a positive
contribution to national energy
policy. Belmont summarized this
need, saying "It may be useful to
think of sending a more accurate
signal of the true economic cost
of this technology to the invest
ment community by increasing their
relative share of the financial
burden of the TMI accident by some
what more than has been suggested as
appropriate in these proceedings."
The PUC is expected to make a
decision in late May on whether the
temporary rate increase will stand,
whether Unit I should be taken out
of the rate base, and whether MetEd
should be allowed to operate in
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.
Jimmy Carter has designated the
Environmental Protection Agency as the
primary federal agency responsible for
the monitoring of off-site radiation
levels around TMI and for running a
program to keep local elected officials
and the public informed on clean-up
activities.
The EPA is opening an office in
Middletown. H. Matthew Bills of EPA’s
office of Monitoring and Technical
Support will coordinate local
activities. Erich W. Bretthauer,
director of EPA’s Nuclear Radiation
Assessment Division, is project
manager for the monitoring program.
Time to write some more letters!

Editorial: On Hate
All of us are hostages to Met-Ed
and it is only natural that we are
angry. I have watched our anger
build in private conversations, public
meetings, on buses and street corners.
It reached a resounding crescendo one
night in Middletown, I looked around
the room that night and I saw it and
heard it from hundreds of people.
I am afraid.
I was afraid because in some of
those eyes I also saw hatred. And
that hatred was not directed at
nuclear technology, but at the men in
the front of the room.
Don’t get me wrong—John Collins
is not among my f.avorite people.
But he is a person. Because he is a
representative it is easy to direct our
emotions at him. But I think that is
wrong.

If we resort to verbal and emotional
violence against people, we lower
ourselves to the level of the people we
are opposing. If their tools are
war, hatred and fear, then we must
choose better tools.
I’m not suggesting that we take
the NRC home to dinner this month, or
that we in any way soften the points
we are making. I’m simply saying that
if a year of fear and anger has
turned to hate, let’s make clear that
it’s the cooling towers we hate and
not the men who build them. We are
much more likely to convince them
of the rightness of our fight for
our lives if we respect theirs.
Philadelphia Electric wants to
complete construction on the Limerick
nukes on the Schuylkill River in Mont
gomery County near Philadelphia.
According to Critical Mass Journal,
it's the second worst nuclear power
plant site in the U.S. because of
high population density — 7 million
people within a fifty mile radius.
On Sunday, May 18, Limerick
Ecology Action and the Keystone
Alliance will sponsor a rally in
Chester County, just across the river
from Limerick. It will run frcm 11 A.M.
till 5 P.M. Speakers include Marjorie

Aamodt, TMI-NRC hearings intervenor;
Kay Camp of Women's International
League for Peace and Freedom; Rev.
Bob Moore of Mobilization for Survival;
and Dannv Sheehan, attornev in the
Karen Silkvzood case. Entertainment
will be provided bv local talent.
por more information, contact
TMIA (233-3072) or the Keystone
Alliance.
(Information from Lenoco's
April/May newsletter.

Nukes & Oil
by Chris Sayer

last February, Jimmy Carter
made the statement that "each nuclear
plant eliminates the need to inport
13 million barrels of oil annually."
Since 68 plants had commercial
operating licenses during 1979,
Carter's figure translates into an
oil savings of 884 million barrels
of oil annually.
On January 9, at a meeting of
the NRC, Roger J. Sherman, Chairman
of the Atomic Industrial Forum, stated:
"The nuclear reactors presently
licensed to operate...supply the
nation with electricity that other
wise would require burning 1.5 million
barrels of oil a day." This trans
lates into 548 million barrels a
year.
Both Mr. Carter and Mr. Sherman
are operating from an assumption
which significantly distorts the
relationship between operation of
nuclear plants and oil saved. This
relationship is important to those
who plan our energy policies and to
the public, which must judge these
policies. Both are being grossly
misled.
According to George L. Weil,
former assistant director of the
Atcmic Energy Ccmmission's Reactor
Development Division, most of the
displaced fossil fuel is coal. He
cites a recent study by the NRC
(using utility figures) that shows
that nuclear plants definitely dis
place 80 million barrels of oil
(during an 11 month period from
Jan. to Nov., 1979). The annual
total, Weil says, was probably close
to 87 million barrels - not Mr.
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Carter’s 884 million or Mr. Sherman's
548 million. Sixty-one per cent
of the electricity generated by
nuclear plants displaced coal, 20
per cent displaced oil and 19 per
cent displaced oil, coal or gas.
In other words, according to
the former AEC official, in 1979
American nuclear plants that clearly
displace oil saved as much oil as
Americans could have saved if they
had consumed 3% less gasoline. That
means if you normally drive 10,000
miles each year, you could shut down
nukes by driving just 300 miles less
each year.

Community Groups
Concerned Citizens of Londonderry
is trying to remain active by scheduling
monthly meetings with a theme for each
month. Our meetings will be held the
third Tuesday of every month at the
Geyer's Civic Center at 7:30pm. Our
March 18t.h meeting concerned "TMI Is
Not Over." Andrea Chessman from the
TMIA education panel brought some facts
to our attention—facts which raised
questions that were suggested we ask
of the NRC.
Our April 15th meeting will face
the issue of evacuation. The
Londonderry Township civil defense
director will inform us of the
evacuation plans being considered
for our township. At this time, our
township supervisors "have not gotten
around" to approving the plans. By
the suggestion of a Concerned Citizen,
the supervisors have agreed to hold
a meeting open to the public strictly
for the discussion of the evacuation
plans and to allow imput from
township residents. The supervisors
did have to be reminded that it's been
over a year since the accident and we
still are without evacuation plans.
Township residents are becoming
increasingly concerned about the lack
of plans. We hope these meetings will
be the final push needed to get
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evacuation plans into every home.
(NOTE: Met-Ed has offered to print our
plans for us!)

Londonderry Township was proud to
host the vigil held on March 28th.
Some pro-nuclear residents were
disgruntled, but we proved to them
that we can protest and still show
respect for others and their property.
Township officials were braced for riots
and general lawlessness which was
proven unnecessary if not totally
ridiculous. If only as much attention
could be given to evacuation plans for
everyone as was given to the protests
of a few who were concerned abou their
private property!
Members of the Hershey Area
Alliance participated in the rally
commemorating the March 28 accident by
selling sandwiches and buttons and
bumper stickers. They raised close to
$400 for their organization.
A recent newsletter was mailed to
over 175 members and interested residents
in the Hershey-Hummelstown-Palmyra area
outlining upcoming TMIA and HAA events.
Also included in the mailing was a fact
sheet highlighting the anti-nuclear
candidates in the April 22 primary
election.
There will be a meeting of the
Hershey group on Wednesday, May 7 at
7:00p.m. in the Hershey Chocolate Workers'
Union Hall. At that meeting, members
will discuss plans to hold a future
fund raising project at the Fireman's
Parade on May 17 in Hershey.
The Lower Paxton TMIA Chapter is
not holding a public meeting in
April in order not to compete with
TMIA's April 16th meeting featuring
Art Purcell.
Our executive meeting was held
April 9th. We welcomed some new
members and re-organized our
committees. So far in 1980, as a
(cont.)

fund raising project, we have had
a very successful bake sale at the
Colonial Park Plaza, which resulted
in a profit of nearly $500, all of
it donated to TMIA legal or/and
general fund. On this occasion,
we want to thank the Mechanicsburg
group for bringing us some bake
goods and the Hershey group for
joining us the last day of the sale.
A lottery drawing netted $50. Some
of this had to be used for room expen
ses for our February 27th public
meeting. We also bought three copies
of "Nuclear Madness" by Dr. Helen
Caldicott. Those books were donated
to the Lingelstown Junior High School.

For those who need chimney pre
paration, Leo Fetterman of Right Way
Chimney Sweep will donate a free
chimney cleaning.
Tickets are $1 (6 for $5)
can he purchased at the office or
through your community group. All
monev raised cioes to wp to keep
TMI closed.. So, save heatincr costs
and sunnort T'LT.a - sell or, at least,
buv chances on a warmer, lessexpensive winter.

Our first public meeting was very
well attended and we are very grate
ful to the TMIA panel for a most
informative presentation. The panel
consisted of John Murdoch, Dr. William
Shoff, Andrea Chessman, and Karen
Zaleski, all of them dedicated and
knowledgeable. Education, determination
and unity can and will alleviate
our fears and frustrations by giving
us direction and strength. The
TMIA panel is a great tool toward those
goals and we thank them sincerely.

On April 19th, our group will be
at the St. Catherine Laboure Church
on Derry Street for the flea market.

Since September 1979, when our
group was formed, we are proud to
have donated $1,263.40 to TMIA.
are also proud to have Paul Makurath
heading and organizing in our area
the TMIA fund raising project. The
steady flow of letters and
follow-up phone calls he has generated
with his helpers is bringing great
results. You will find Paul at the
Friends Meeting House every other
Saturday. Join him and all the other
dedicated people from 9am to 5pm.
from Janine R. Ullom

Want a warm house at lower cost?
TMIA is raffling off a wood/coal
stove, Donated by Schrader Stoves
of PA, the stove will burn wood or
coal, It will produce energy to
evenly heat 1800 to 2000 square ft.
of living space, The stove retails
for more than $600.

The Alert is looking for an editor.
If you'd like to learn new skills,
have a good time, and make a valuable
contribution, please call Terry Roth
at 236-9486 (Work) or 232-1191 (home)
7 or the TMIA Office at 233-3072.

A year later and memories and
moratoriums fade. In March and April,
the NRC approved limited operating
licenses for the Sequoya Plant in
Tennessee and North Anna 2 in Virginia.
These were the first licenses issued
since the TMI accident began.

SHOW MET-ED/PPL YOU CARE TOO!

Roses are red
Violets are blue
Show Met-Ed/PPL that you care too!

Mutilate your bill
It’s easy to do
It may sound silly
But it puts them in a stew!

The Pennsylvania Chapter of the
Sierra Club has called for the per
manent closing of the TMI facility as a
nuclear generating station and
for conversion to another energy
source, "provided the best available
technology is implemented to protect
the environment from pollution." For
more information, or a copy of the
resolution, contact Jim Schmidt,
Nuc. Chair, 190 Gehman Road, Macungie,
PA 18062.

More work for Met-Ed/PPL
More jobs too.
They can’t say you’re a bum
And they can’t sue

So deface your bill
And have fun too!

Official NRC Data, used by
Critical Mass Journal to study the
risk nuclear power plants pose to
American's major cities (populations
exceeding 100,000) reveal that 66
cities have five or more reactors
within a 100 mile radius. Allentown,
PA and Providence, R. I. lead the
list with 17 reactors a piece.
Other Pennsylvania cities:
Allentown, PA 17
Philadelphia 15
Scranton
7
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Shorts
The plutonium prize of the month
goes to Cumberland County officials
including Robert L. Collins of the
New Cumberland Borough Council and
Earl R. Keller of the Carlisle
Borough Council. At a recent meeting
with Harold Denton of the NRC, they
suggested that the NRC ’’release the
Krypton without public notice to
avoid public protest."

On May 18-21 the sixth Eastern
Consumer Conference will be held at the
Host Inn in Harrisburg. Conducted
by the Institute for Community
Services, Edinboro State College, the
conference is sponsored by a large
number of consumer offices, agencies,
and organizations from througout the
East.

The April 2 issue of The Guide
reports on Met Ed’s latest contribution
to the world of literature. They’re
spending $137,000 for 16-pages of
"corporate propaganda about the clean
up operations." The booklet fails to
mention the Krypton issue (just
think what it would cost if it had).
Two-thirds of the cost will be paid
by the stockholders. And the other
third? You guessed it—Met Ed rate
payers pay again.

The folks in Livermore, California,
are not having a good year. First
the earthquake and then in early
April, an "insignificant" amount of
radioactive plutonium leaked from the
Lawrence Livermore Laboratory.
Laboratory officials assured that there
was "no danger to the public."

.

g

Major topics this year include the
impact of multinational corporations
on consumer interests, the bypassing
of low income consumers in market
place issues, consumer policies in the
energy arena, and the need for
changes in our health care system.
Conference fees are somewhat
steep—$75 for the full conference or
$25 for a single day—but a limited
number of consumer scholarships are
available. For more information, or
to register, contact the Institute
for Community Services, Edinboro
State College, Edinboro, PA 16444.

Alay Calendar

I
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Saturday, May 3: THIA work session.
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at Friends Meeting
House, 6th & Herr Sts., Harrisburg.
Sat., May 10: ECNP Meeting, 10a.m. to
4 p.m., 225 Hetzel Union Bldg, State
College, PA.

- - - - 1- - - - - - Sunday, May 18: Rally at Limerick.
See story in this issue.

Wed., May 21: PANE showing of We Are
die Guinea Pigs, 7:30, Capitol
Canpus Auditorium.

Mon., May 5: GPU Stockholders Annual
Meeting, Harristown, N.J.

Saturday, May 17: Work Session at
Friends.

Sat., May 31:
Friends.

Work Session at

May 18 - 21: Eastern Consumer Conference, Host Inn. See acccrnpanying
article in this issue or contact the
Institute for Connunity Services,
Edinboro State College, Edinboro, PA.
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Gasoline...
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