
TOWARDS THE MILLENNIUM 

The 13th Low-Level Radiation and 
Health conference will be held on 18th 
and 19th July 1998 at Greenwich 
University. 
Speakers will tackle issues of science, 
law, social sciences and campaigning~ 
to highlight past concerns and offer 
their views for the future. 
Contact Rebecca Harrison, Bronte 
Building, A very Hill Campus, 
Southwood Site, Eltham, London SE9 
2UG. 

EURATOM 
The possibility that nuclear waste 
could be recycled into consumer goods 
is being recognised and discussed by a 
few people but most are blissfully 
ignorant of the concept. We need to 
make sure councils and the public find 
out about it, and MPs can be asked to 
focus their thoughts on the Early Day 
Motion EDM677. MEPs may not fully 
understand the implications of the 
Directive because a previous European 
Commissioner, Or Marius Enthoven, 
has claimed that it outlaws the addition 
of radioactivity to consumer goods. 

HINKLEYA 
New management for a longer life? 
Public consultation is to start in June 
1998 on whether the Magnox reactors 
should be allowed to continue 
operating now that they are owned by 
British Nuclear Fuels, and how long 
for? They were built for a 25 year 
lifespan, and have been running for 34 
years with permission to continue until 
they are 40, in 2004. Their new 
owners have stated that they want them 
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to continue well into the next century. 
They plan a major project later this 
year to insulate a large area of the 
reactor pressure vessel, as part of the 
station's "safety enhancement and 
lifetime optimisation strategy". 

As a sweetner in the licence bid they 
propose to make a cut of 12% in the 
maximum level of discharges. 
Somerset County Council has arranged 
for members of the Public Protection 
Committee to visit Hinkley Point in 
June to look into safety implications of 
the new arrangements for running the 
company. 

We are invited to write to the 
Environment Agency which is 
coordinating the consultation 
exercise, and documents are 
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HINKLEYB 
British Energy is applying to the 
Nuclear Installations Inspectorate for 
permission to continue ruhning these 
reactors for another 5 years - until 
20 l t. Although they were served with 
an improvement notice last November, 
the company is confident that they will 
get this lifted in time for approval to be 
granted. There have been a lot of 
incidents during the past year where 
the reactors have not worked properly, 
although these have been classified as 
having no safety significance. On one 
occasion, for example, a fuel flask at 
Bridgwater Rail Head was found to 
have contamination above the required 
clearance level so it was returned to 
Hinkley Point. 

DOUNREAY 
WASTE FROM GEORGIA 
Although practices at Dounreay have 
been exposed as highly dangerous, and 
they should be cleaning up their 
operation before thinking of taking on 
more reprocessing, the Government 
decided, in a secret deal with America, 
that weapons grade uranium from the 
former Soviet Union should go there in 
order to reduce the threat of nuclear 
terrorism. This 5 kilogram shipment 
may be better out of Georgia, but many 
people around Dounreay fear that large 
amounts of waste may follow. The 
level of opposition to reprocessing in 
Western countries like the US, means 
that those governments will try to 
make sure it is done elsewhere, and 
Scotland may be seen as a suitable 
nuclear dumping ground. 

The question remains as to what 
should be done with the tonnes of 
enriched uranium, plutonium and spent 
fuel which are stored in former Soviet 
nuclear sites. The great nuclear 

arsenal remains, with no proper 
inventory or system to prevent 
materials from getting into the wrong 
hands through the black market. The 
international community is worried but 
show little enthusiasm for helping to 
clean up those countries or heal the 
people who are still suffering there. 
Many still live in places where bombs 
were tested, having only recently found 
out what was going on, but seeing the 
results of 40 years of radioactive 
contamination. The level of cancer, 
cardiovascular disease, infant mortality 
and mental illness has increased 
dramatically. Yet the newly 
independent governments cannot 
afford to resolve the problems, and 
seem more interested in attracting 
Western capital than tackling the 
problems. The Ukranian government 
was trying to get a contract to build a 
nuclear power plant in Iran, but was 
persuaded by the Americans to let the 
Russians do this instead. In return, US 
firms will work on Ukranian power 
plants. 
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Neither the Russian, French nor US 
govemtnents were prepared to accept 
the Georgian material. Dounreay is 
banned from operating commercial 
contracts to import nuclear material 
while a safety review is in progress, so 
they required a special dispensation to 



accept the waste from Georgia. The 
Government is to spend up to £355 
million over the next 18 years 
excavating waste from the shaft at 
Dounreay, which had all kinds of 
radioactive material thrown into it over 
a period of 20 years. Meanwhile, the 
UK Atomic Energy Authority has to 
find an alternative place to dispose of 
waste if reprocessing is to continue. 

NUCLEAR RISK TO THAMES 
The Aldermaston weapons plant is 
seeking permission for a one-off 
discharge of radioactive tritium into 
the Thames. The Atomic Weapons 
Establishment are applying to vary 
discharges into the air, local sewage 
systems and the river Thames, from 
which water is siphoned off to be used 
for drinking in London. At the nuclear 
plant old weapons are dismantled and 
Trident warheads are made. Tritium 
has been linked to birth defects such as 
Downs syndrome and testicular cancer, 
and there is a leukaemia cluster in the 
Newbury area. 

TRA WSFYNYDD LAKE 
In the process of decommissioning the 
power station, Magnox Electric had to 
decide how to deal with the 'hot 
lagoon' which was separated from the 
rest of the lake by a concrete wall. 
Sediment in the lagoon was 
contaminated with plutonium which 
was not very compatible with the 
leisure development which has been 
proposed for the lake by tourism 
consultants. The National 
Radiological Protection Board are not 
concerned about the redistribution of 
radioactivity within the lake, nor about 
the possible effects of plutonium on 
people. 

GERMAN PROTESTS 
The biggest police deployment in 
Germany's postwar history was 

required to protect spent nuclear fuel 
which was being taken from nuclear 
plants in the south to the Dutch border 
for storage. Anti-nuclear camps were 
set up in the area and protesters were 
dragged away having tunnelled under 
roads or handcuffed themselves to 
railway lines. There are no facilities in 
Germany for reprocessing or for 
permanent storage of waste, which is 
returned having been reprocessed in 
France or Britain. 

NUCLEAR TEST BAN 
RATIFIED BY BRITAIN AND 
FRANCE 
These are the first two countries to 
ratify the Comprehensive Test Ban 
Treaty, in a gesture to show Britain's 
commitment to "the goal of a nuclear
weapons-free world". However, it 
does not prevent laboratory 
experiments or the development of 
existing weapons into more 
sophisticated systems. In America 
they are working on weapons to attack 
underground targets, and passing their 
test results on to Britain and France. 
The treaty has to be ratified by 44 
named countries which have a civil 
nuclear power industry, but India and 
Pakistan have not signed it and are 
keeping their options open to make 
nuclear weapons. 

TRIDENTPLOUGHSHARES2~ 

This campaign aims to bring nuclear 
arsenals down to zero; through non
violent mass action to persuade 
nuclear weapons states to comply with 
the International Court of Justice 
decision on 8th July 1996 and get rid 
of nuclear weapons. 

A ploughshares action started in May 
at Faslane base, which is the home of 
the Trident nuclear submarine fleet 
and our longest-running peace camp. 



It was established in 1982 by local 
residents and successfully resisted 
eviction this April when campaigners 
vowed to continue highlighting 
nuclear weapons in Scotland. 

RAFSHEDSNUCLEARBOMBS 
The Royal Navy is now the only 
keeper of nuclear bombs, since the 
RAF are getting rid of their nuclear 
warheads, which are to be dismantled 
at the atomic research centre in 
Berkshire. They then have to find a 
way to dispose of the plutonium. 

DO WE NEED NUCLEAR 
ENERGY? 
As long as we fail to develop 
renewable energy, the nuclear power 
industry has a strong case to say they 
are necessary. The UK has the richest 
wind resource in Europe yet we hardly 
use it. The cost is steadily reducing so 
that wind energy now costs around 4p 
per k Wh; less than coal and nuclear 
generated electricity. However, we 
produce about 0.25 % of our electricity 
from wind, compared with 3. 7% in 
Denmark; and public opposition is a 
major factor in preventing 
development in Britain. 

Creating offshore wind farms may be a 
way to avoid criticism, or we could 
look for ways to alter attitudes here In 
Germany wind fanning is 
supplementing the income of many 
farmers, with 5000 turbines producing 
enough power for a million homes. 
This is the result of a law passed in 
1991 to guarantee producers of 
renewable energy a special tariff, 
which has encouraged small investors 
and landowners to get together and set 
up wind schemes. Cooperation in 
local schemes has meant that there is 
less opposition from people in the 
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area. Regional government is backing 
projects which in some places has 
enabled people to produce most of the 
electricity that they need. They have 
shown that it is possible for small
scale production to supply power 
without using technology which 
pollutes and are proud of this 
achievement. This has largely 
overcome the opposition put up by 
their version of the Country Guardians 
and the large electricity generators. 

SUSTAINABLE ENERGY 
In Agenda 21 discussions throughout 
England, energy supplies seem to be 
mentioned but are often not the focus 
for local action. We may feel that the 
issue is to difficult, but we could 
possibly help promote renewable 
energy just by pointing out what is 
being done elsewhere. 

KYOTO 
OPPOSITION CONTINUES 
The climate agreement is to be 
finalised at a meeting in Buenos Aries 
in November, and the US oil industry 
is recruiting for a multi-million dollar 
offensive to counter the scientific 
arguments proving global warming. 
Scientists are to be trained for "media 
outreach" to change the political 
climate and encourage,~sista&l£~-----.·~-· 
any agreement to cut #~2~ o 1 1 _ 11 
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