
THE NUCLEAR INDUSTRY is 
fighting back despite the doubts about 
safety and waste problems. Following 
Kyoto their propaganda department i.s 
stressing the vital role they can play m 
providing energy which does not come 
from fossil fuels. 

Alternative sources of power from 
renewables, and reduction of energy 
consumption through efficiency, have 
yet to be proved as a viable alternative; 
so an important aspect of anti-nuclear 
campaigning must be to show that 
there is a non-nuclear way out of the 
greenhouse. We need to make contact 
with people who are at present just 
having the nuclear industry case 
presented to them as the solution to the 
world's energy problems; and who are 
afraid that energy shortages could arise 
when nuclear power stations close 
down. Agenda 21 groups are being set 
up in all districts to initiate public 
discussions and set up focus groups 
which will consider such questions as 
sustainable energy supplies for our 
future needs. Everyone is welcome to 
join this process. 

EXMOOR LOOKS TO 
RENEWABLE ENERGY 
The South West Energy Group is 
setting up a Euro-funded survey to find 
sites for production of renewable 
energy. They suggest techniques like 
harvesting scrub woodland and 
burning chippings, small hydro sites in 
old mills, and domestic wind turbines. 

The European Union is pushing its 
members to meet its green energy 
targets. They call for half a million 
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solar roofs over the next decade, 
although the cost is still a great barrier. 
Denmark has set an example, having 
opened its first offshore wind farm 
seven years ago it now hopes to 
generate a quarter of its needs from 
wind by the year 2030 - a 50% cut in 
carbon dioxide emissions. 

MAGNOX 
On 30th January 1998 British Nuclear 
Fuels acquired the shares of Magnox 
Electric plc. Before they can take over 
operational responsibility for Hinkley 
Point A, new authorisations to dispose 
of radioactive wastes from the site 
must be obtained, and the Environment 
Agency will be setting up public 
consultation later this year. The new 
management are proposing a 12% cut 
in the overall maximum level of 
discharge, possibly because the 
consultation process will provide an 
opportunity for people to say the 
station should be closed. They have 
three discharge authorisations - into 
the sea, into the atmos~ere aDd~.- -~-·· 
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hearing but comments on their written 
proposals can be put to the 
Environment Agency. 

ElJRATOM 
We have expressed our concern about 
this directive to Tom King, MP for the 
Hinkley area, who thanked us for 
drawing it to his attention and says he 
will find out more about it. He is 
likely to discover that the Department 
of the Environment considers that 
'natural radiation is by far the greatest 
source of exposure for the UK 
population .. and .. the NRPB advises 
that evidence for human cell damage 
from low levels of radiation, causing 
mutations over many cell generations, 
is inconsistent and would apply equally 
to man-made and natural radiation. 
And the studies of A bomb survivors 
have failed to show the need to alter 
the current approach to estimating 
risks associated with low-dose 
radiation.' Does this mean it is not 
dangerous? 

Ministers have promised a public 
consultation later this year on the 
Euratom Directive. The Liberal 
Democrats Environment team have 
tabled an early day motion (EDM 677) 
calling on the Government to stop the 
recycling of radioactively 
contaminated material, which we can 
urge our MPs to support. 

The Low Level Radiation Campaign 
has had some success. The 
Commission have stated that when the 
technical guidance on the Directive is 
published it will contain an 
"unambiguous statement against 
intentional dilution" - that is mixing 
radioactive waste with other materials 
to bring it below the threshhold so it 
can be recycled. 

RADIOACTIVE PIGEONS AT 
SELLAFlELD 
Pidgeons roosting at the Sellafield site 
carry significant levels of radiation. 
This revelation follows an RSPCA 
inspector's visit to a pigeon sanctuary 
in Seascale. Tests were carried out on 
birds which had been culled, to 
differentiate between radioactivity 
levels on the feathers and in the flesh, 
in order to establish whether they had 
been contaminated externally from 
roosting in radioactive buildings, or 
internally from eating local foodstuffs. 
Caesium 137 was found on their 
feathers and in breast meat, and they 
have been classified as low level 
waste. A thousand birds are to be 
killed along with seagulls, rabbits and 
other wildlife and the two sisters who 
run the sanctuary will have parts of 
their garden and drive dug up and 
disposed of People within ten miles of 
Seltafield have been warned not to eat 
pidgeons and RSPCA inspectors are to 
wear protective clothing when dealing 
with birds around Sellafield in future. 
Analysis of radioactive sea gull 
droppings shows levels of Caesium 
134 which indicates that they are 
contaminated by eating fish from the 
Irish Sea. The Nuclear Installations 
Inspectorate have ordered them to have 
a wide range of animals, birds and 
even mosquitoes tested. 

PLUTONIUM FUEL 
Independent consultants have said that 
the fuel plant at Sellafield could make 
a profit, but have not included the 
£300 million cost of building it in their 
calculations which wilt be considered 
by the Environment Agency before 
issuing a licence to operate. The MOX 
plant will take plutonium produced by 
repocessing, mix it with uranium to 
make new fuel, which will be exported 
to Germany and Japan. The British 
nuclear industry does not want to use 



this because it is considered 
uneconomtc. 

The Royal Society have warned that 
plutonium stocks in Britain are 
unacceptably high because they pose 
an environmental threat and security 
risk. There are 45 tonnes of it in a 
heavily guarded bunker at Sellafield, 
and this will rise to 100 tonnes by 2010 
if the rate of reprocessing is not slowed 
down. John Prescott has revealed that 
the Government is preparing a white 
paper on nuclear waste, although it 
seems that there are still no 
suggestions for its disposal. 

British ships carrying reprocessed 
nuclear waste to Japan are being held 
up by protesters. Greenpeace activists 
boarded a freighter in the Panama 
Canal disguised as security guards and 
it took three hours to remove them 
from the mast. When the Pacific Swan 
reached Japan the local governor 
prevented it from entering the port 
until he had been assured that the 
waste would not be dumped 
pennanently there. 

ANOTHER DANGEROUS WASTE 
SIIAFI' AT DOUNREAY 
A second underground shaft has been 
revealed as the dumping ground for 
more than 700 tonnnes of nuclear 
waste, including highly-enriched 
uranium and plutonium. This pit is 
still in use although Government 
inspectors ordered its closure last year 
because of safety fears. Scottish 
campaigners are asking how many 
more undisclosed problems there are at 
Dounreay. Engineers have been asked 
to draw up plans for a clean-up 
operation which wi11 be very difficult 
because no proper records have been 
kept. The material, described as low 
and intermediate level, is stored in 
rusting steel drums or wrapped in 

plastic, and contains uranium, 
plutonium and sodium. Several 
underground fires have previously 
broken out, and the sodi urn could 
explode when disturbed. Robots may 
be used to lift the waste to the surface 
where it can be repackaged and stored 
more safely, in an exercise which the 
management describe as "challenging", 
but which they say will cause no 
danger! 

CANCER WAS CAUSED BY 
NUCLEAR SUBS 
The government has now admitted that 
dockyard workers who serviced 
nuclear submarines may have 
contracted cancer from radiation 
exposure. Every effort is to be made to 
help workers and families find their 
records because compensation claims 
have run into difficulties due to lack of 
information, lost records etc. 

FRENCH SUPERPHENIX 
The French government has decided to 
dismantle this fast-breeder reactor 
which produced just six months of 
electricity during twelve years of 
operation. However this will be highly 
dangerous because when it was 
developed no plan was drawn up to 
shut it down. It contains five tonnes of 
plutonium and 5,000 tonnes of 
radioactive liquid sodium. 

IN THE USA 
There is a stockpile of 40,000 tonnes 
of high-level waste in temporary 
storage at 76 sites in 34 states. The 
government has agreed to create a 
permanent geologic repository by the 
end of 1998 and selected a single site 
on the Yucca mountain in the Nevada 
desert. They have spent $2 billion 
assessing and testing, and although the 
state of Nevada is totally opposed to 
the plan they will have little support in 
opposing it from Americans elsewhere. 



AGM REPORT 24.3.98 
Nine SHE members attended the AGM at Bridgwater Arts Centre - thank you for 
coming. 

MEMBERSHIP 
is now 220, including people who get the newsletter free. 28 did not renew this year. 

COORDINATORS REPORT 
During the past year we have continued to monitor what happens at Hinkley Point, 
and have not become aware of any major difficulties there. We could join the 
consultative committee but noone has found time for this. 

We have continued to raise the issue oflow level radiation and health, through our 
involvement with the Low Level Radiation and Health Campaign, and our support for 
the Bristol conference which focused on risk assessment, and was a useful occasion 
for meeting a lot of other anti-nuclear activists, researchers, politicians etc. A study 
of leukaemia mortality near Hinkley was carried out but did not reveal anything 
remarkable. However, in many places there is growing evidence that radiation from 
nuclear establishments may damage your health. 

Nuclear waste and discharges became a major focus for anti-nuclear groups, and there 
is growing recognition that the industry cannot continue to pollute in this way, 
especially from reprocessing plants. The French Government finally acknowledged 
that their plant at La Hague is causing problems. Sellafield, the world's nuclear 
dustbin, which imports waste for reprocessing from countries like Germany and 
Japan, causes massive radiation discharges. These have been shown to accumulate in 
the sea, fish, shellfish, and the land and birds around the plants require Government 
health warnings. Last year the new Government announced its wish to cut discharges 
into the air and sea, yet the Environment Agency is considering allowing increased 
discharges from Sell afield's chimneys. The products of reprocessing are more 
dangerous that the waste it takes in - Plutonium and waste is supposed to be returned 
to the countries which supplied the waste, with the risk of accidents, leaks and use by 
terrorists. 
NTREX was refused permission to dispose of waste under Cumbrian rock, so the only 
way to get rid of it would seem to be by dilution and recycling. The Euratom 
Directive may make this possible when it becomes law in 2000. 

OBJECTIVES FOR THE COMING YEAR 
Not content with stopping Hinkley expansion, we want to help the end ofthe nuclear 
industry; reprocessing now, and reactors when they are no longer safe. The name will 
be changed to Stop Hinkley. 
Our monitoring role continues, and we need to publicise the dangers of radiation. 
The Euratom campaign wilt continue until the EU Directive becomes law. The next 
Law Level Radiation and Health conference is in Greenwich on 18th/19th July 1998. 
Global Warming is the nuclear industryrs justification for their existence. We need to 
demonstrate that renewable energy and efficiency can make them unnecessary. 
However, it depends on Government support - sticks and carrots to change our ways, 
and finance for research and development. We can raise these issues J!?£:!:!!y..!b..!£!.!.8h.· . . 
Agenda 21 groups. l f1_,.,._
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