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HINKLEY CON THE SCRAP HEAP 

Everybody's heart no doubt beat a little faster on 
Monday December 11th when the news came 
through. After years of campaigning, and a few 
false dawns, the ghost of Hinkley C nuclear power 
station had finally been laid to rest. 

The announcement by British Energy, the company 
which will take over the privatised pans of the 
industry next year, could hardly have been more 
blunt. "The application to build SizeweU C will be 
withdrawn," it said, "and no use will be made of the 
existing planning consent for Hinkley C." No ifs, no 
buts. 

Although commentators had been predicting the 
difficulty of proceeding with new nuclear stations 
for some time, the announcement still came out of 
the blue. It was also surprisingly straightforward. 
There was little in the statement to mask the fact 
that the nuclear industry in Britain was abandoning 
its future plans lock, stock and barrel. 

Those who have been following the privatisation 
debate saw this as deliberate. British Energy was 
effectively saying to would-be investors: "We are 
not going to speculate on vastly expensive new 
nuclear building, we will just stick with running the 
stations we've got, and maybe invest in something 
more reliable, like gas, when the time is right. So 
please buy our shares." 
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It was also interpreted as an entirely economic 
decision, fotced on the industry by the rising cost of 
nuclear power and the short term view taken of 
energy investment in Britain. Up to a point, that's 
true. But one of the reasons that nuclear power is 
such an economic disaster is because of the 
persistent pressure from groups like ourselves to 
force its hidden costs out into the open, especially 
those which will inevitably occur many decades into 
the future. 

SHE and all the other pressure groups which have 
supported us, from Friends of the Earth to 
Greenpeace, can therefore feel justly proud that we 
have helped to bury the white elephant of nuclear 
expansion, at least for the foreseeable future. 

Sorry for the delay in producing this newsletter 
and formally telling you about the demise of 
Hinkley C. Pressure over the Christmasperiod 
made it impossible to get something out quickly. 
We also guessed that most of you would have got 
the message loud and clear anyway! 

Messages of congratulation came in .from many 
members, as well as from the Sizewe/1 
campaigners, who were out .'itraight away 
celebrating with some fizzy wine. Many of tho.s·e 
who called also said they thought il was important 
to conlim1e the battle against things like the 
burning of was·te from Traws.fynydd (see ''The 
Future of SHE" inside). 

Come and celebrate the end of Hinkley C at the 

Stop Hinkley 

Arts Centre, Castle Street, 

7.30pm Wed . 29th March 

Meeting will include discussion about 
future of SHE. Food and drink on hand. 

* To find the Arts Centre, follow signs 
in town centre. Castle Street leads down 
to the river near the town bridge. 
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WASTE BURNING ISSUE TAKES OFF 

There was extensive publicity in the regional media 
in the run-up to the public meeting called by 
Somerset Green Party over the burning of nuclear 
waste at Hinkley Point. As a result Bridgwater 
Town Hall was crowded with many people who 
had not been to such an event for some time. 

The meeting was held on the evening of the day 
that Nuclear Electric was given authorisation to 
start the transfer of waste material from the closed 
Trawsfynydd station in North Wales to the Hinkley 
B incinerator. Two large banners draped across the 
Town Hall read "Stop Burning Radioactive Waste 
Now" and "No More Fallout". 

Dr. Chris Busby, author of a recent book on the 
health effects of nuclear power, explained his theory 
that the effect of fallout from waste incineration 
could be much more serious than expected. On the 
basis of previous correlations between rainfall levels 
and cancer rates, especially after the nuclear bomb 
tests of the 1960s, he predicted that the new 
emissions from Hinkley' s incinerator could result in 
up to 400 new cancer cases. 

Richard Bramhall from the Green Party said it was 
now officially accepted by the National 
Radiological Protection Board that there was no 
threshold for cancer induction as a result of 
exposure to radiation. In other words, every little 
bit extra from burning waste at Hinkley Point 
would do harm to the local population. He also said 
it was now possible to legally challenge the 
industry's practice on emissions by arguing against 
its "justification". He hoped that it would be 
possible to take up a legal challenge over the 
Hinkley incinerator. The only justification offered 
by the nuclear industry, he said, was that burning 
the waste would save money. He urged people to 
write to the newspapers, to their :MP, MEP, Her 
Majesty's Inspectorate ofPollution, who sanctioned 
the transport of waste from Trawsfynydd, and to 
the Department of Health. 

The Green Party already has the support of Irish 
Euro:MP Patricia McKenna and will be launching a 
petition to the European Parliament. Elfyn Llwyd, 
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:MP for the Trawsfynydd area, will also speak at a 
further public meeting in Bridgwater on 11 April. 

A follow-up strategy meeting to progress the waste 
burning campaign will be held on Thursday 29 
February (7.30 pm) in the Charter Room, Town 
Hall, Bridgwater. Present will be Chris Busby, 
Richard Bramhall and David Taylor, a national 
speaker for the Green Party. 

CAMPAIGN NEWS 

COLA, the Consortium of Opposing Local 
Authorities set up at the time of the Hinkley C 
public inquiry, has moved its administrative offices 
to South Somerset District Council in Somerset. It 
was previously based in Gwent, now due to 
disappear under local government reorganisation. 
This gives it greater proximity to Hinkley Point. 
However, it is as yet unclear how COLA will 
function after the decision on Hinkley C, and 
whether it will continue to commission its excellent 
background briefings from consultant Fred Barker. 
One idea, much in line with SHE thinking, is to 
transform itself into a monitoring body in relation to 
ongoing Hinkley activities and plans, especially 
over the decommissioning of Hinkley A. 

EASEA, the East Anglian Safe Energy Alliance 
set up as an umbrella for anti-nuclear and energy
related pressure groups in the region, is losing the 
services of Ann Stringer through ill health. Longer
standing SHE members will remember Ann and 
John Stringer as stalwarts of the fight against 
Sizewell B. Our best wishes to them both. The 
future ofEASEA has still to be decided. 
Meanwhile, the Shut Down Sizewell Campaign 
continues to battle on for the closure of Sizewell A, 
now 29 years old, under the stewardship of 
chairman Charles Barnett. 

NIREX INQUIRY UDERMINES DUMP 

The public inquiry into the proposed NIREX 
underground "rock laboratory" in Cumbria - first 
stage in a full-blown national nuclear waste dump -
has continued longer than anticipated after 
important. evidence from expert witnesses and a 
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much-publicised appearance by an Irish government 
minister objecting to the plan. It is not now 
expected to finish until February, with the 
inspector's report published in late autumn. 

Friends of the Earth have presented seven expert 
witnesses, including geologists and 
hydrogeologists, all of whom have challenged the 
nuclear industry's claim that it will eventually be 
able to predict the way in which subterranean rock 
and water channels will behave over thousands of 
years. Cumbria County Council has argued that the 
area near Sellafield is "a poor site chosen for the 
wrong reasons" - its proximity to an existing 
nuclear site. 

ROAD MONEY MAY HAVE TO BE REPAID 

One unfortunate leftover from the Hinkley C 
debacle .is that Somerset County Council may have 
to pay back the £I million contributed by Nuclear 
Electric towards the cost of building the new 
bypass round Cannington, opened last year. It was 
part of the deal that the money would be returned if 
Hinkley C didn't go ahead. The County has now 
asked the government road-building fund to bail it 
out. 

Meanwhile, it is unclear exactly how much the 
whole Hinkley C proposal will have cost the UK 
taxpayer. At the opening of the 1988/9 inquiry. the 
then Central Electricity Generating Board 
announced that it had already spent £17 million on 
ordering materials and parts for the reactor, 
including initial work on the central pressure vessel. 
The inquiry itself cost well over £10 million, if not 
twice as much, and estimates as high as £55 million 
for the total Hinkley C bill have been mentioned 
since then. 

BNFL "PLEDGES" NUCLEAR REVIVAL 

The Independent (20 .1. 96) reports that British 
Nuclear Fuels is prepared to pick up the discarded 
plans for both Sizewell C and Hinkley C, and will 
look for alternative financing for the projects. 
Despite state-owned BNFL' s irritation with what it 
calls government "short-sightedness", this should 
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be seen as more wishful thinking than the real 
world. But watch this space ... 

THE DAILY TELEGRAPH 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 12, 1995 

BRITISH Energy came as close as it publicly 
dared yesterday to sounding the death knell 
for nuclear power. The decision to scrap the 
plans to build two more pressurised water 
reactor stations is a clear indication of an 
industry in decline, and the only difficult 
question is whether the decline is terminal. 

WESJERNOAILYPRESS. TUESDAY. DECEMBER 12.1995 

Market 
forces to 
the rescue 
THE arguments about whether British 
Energy was right to pull the plug on 
plans for Hinkley Point C and Sizewell 
C will no doubt continue for some time, 
but as of yesterday there will have been 
many more converts to the benefits of 
market forces. 

There can be no doubt that the 
decision to give the go-ahead for 
Hinkley C after an 11-month inquiry left 
vast numbers upset at the perceived 
threat to their lives. Objections from 20 
local authorities and 20,000 individuals 
are a rarely expressed public anxiety. 

Try as the Government and the 
nuclear industry might to persuade us 
that Britain has a safety record second 
to none, many among a sceptical public 
and investing community see Three 
Mile Island in America as proof that 
dangers lurk in more places than disin· 
tegrating former Soviet republics. 

Market forces have therefore come to 
the rescue. Quite simply, there is bound 
to be more investment support for 
British Energy's diversification into the 
gas market and other conventional 
generating sources than high-risk, low· 
return nuclear stations. 

On balance, while we sympathise 
with those who had aspiratiOns to be 
among a projected 4,500 construction 
workers or permanent work force of 450, 
there is the consolation that at least 
some of those jobs are likely to be 
replaced by other projects. 

We know from Chernobyl that there 
would be no alternative for far many 
more should nuclear disaster strike. 
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The Future of Stop Hinldey Expansion 

The Stop Hinkley Expansion campaign has reached a watershed. Almost 13 years after the group was first 
launched, we have achieved our primary objective. Hinkley C has been scrapped. 

For anybody concerned about the threat from nuclear power, however, this is not the end of the road. Two 
large power stations continue to operate· on the Somerset coast, one of them well past the time it should have 
been firmly closed. And only recently it was revealed that Nuclear Electric intends to bring in nuclear waste 
from the decommissioning of other power stations for incineration on our doorstep. 

But if SHE is to continue, it needs to change its emphasis. Instead of looking mainly at future plans, it would 
become a watchdog over current activities, making sure that the spotlight never leaves the nuclear industry's 
operations, and ensuring that the public is kept informed of the dangers involved. 

At the same time, Ctispin Aubrey, who has been producing this newsletter, handling enquires from the media 
and keeping the campaign up to date on what is happening nationally, has decided to hang up his metaphorica 
boots. This means that if SHE is to stay in business, new blood is needed to carry the banner forward. 

After some discussion, the SHE committee has therefore decided to look for two people, or possibly just one 
person, to replace Crispin. Below is an outline of what the job(s) entail(s). If anyone is interested, could they 
please write in the first instance with a concise (one side of A4) description of what they could bring to the job, 
any relevant previous experience, availability and present commitments. We are hoping to make an appointment 
in time for the AGM at the end of March. 

SHE Coordinator/Press Officer 

The Coordinator is responsible for the day to day administration of the campaign. This means keeping in touch 
with activities at Hinkley Point as well as national developments in the nuclear field, writing letters to 
appropriate bodies, organising events and meetings, responding to requests from members and the general 
public, organising and attending committee meetings (at present bi-monthly), and liaising with the Membership 
Secretary and Treasurer. 

The Press Officer is responsible for dealing with media enquiries, issuing press releases when appropriate, and 
producing the bi-monthly newsletter (sefit to about 300 members). It is possible1hat one person could do both 
these jobs, depending on their experience and availability. 

He/she should ideaily live within easy reach of the Hinkley area, have their own transport and a telephone. They 
should be able to use a word processor/computer. 

Remuneration for these posts is negotiable, but they are both paid part-time positions which involve being 
available during the day and in the evenings. At present, Crispin Aubrey spends between half a day and a day 
each week on SHE activities. Expenses such as postage, stationery, telephonelfax bills and travel will be 
covered by the campaign. 

The future direction of SHE will also be discussed at the Annual Meeting, to which all members are cordially 
invited For details, see the front page. Please bring your ideas along in person, or write a letter outlining 
your thoughts to: 

Stop HiDkley Expansion, Hotkpitt Fann, Nether Stowey, Bridgwater, Some-~::-~:]] 
01278 732921 (Crispin Aubrey, Press Officer) 01460 240241 (Val Davey, Me ~.euJ::W:Y-JL 
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