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MORE WASTE TO BE BURNED 
AT HINKLEY POINT 

Nuclear Electri c has applied for 
permission to burn more 
combustible contaminated waste in 
its two incinerators at Hinkley 
Point. The new quantities would 
mean "significant increases" in 
the limits set on discharges from 
the chimneys, according t o an 
analysis by Somerset county 
Counci 1 . 

The company says it has been asked 
to make a long term projection on 
what it will burn, and the new 
levels therefore involve material 
from the eventual decommissioning 
of Hinkley A, as well as other 
Magnox stations. 

Hinkley already takes burnable 
waste, which inc ludes contaminated 
gloves, swabs and clothing, from 
both Berkeley and Oldbury power 
stations near Bristol. It recently 
applied to import waste from the 
closed Trawsfynydd station in 
North Wales . There are now fears 
that it intends to take waste from 
nuclear stati ons all over the 
south of England . 

Both the transport of waste from 
Trawsfynydd and the new Hinkley 
incineration limits have yet to be 
agreed by Her Majesty's 
Inspectorate of Pollution. 

Before pri vatisation can take 
place along the lines of the 
recent White Paper, new discharge 
authorisations will also have to 
be agreed by HMIP for all 
activities on both sides of the 
divided Hinkley site, which would 
be run by different companies. If 
the discharge limits are changed 
in any way, this will inv~l.ve a 
public consultation process. HMIP 
says that consultation on this 
could start as ear ly as this 
August. 
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Another factor is that the 
ex~sting incinerators at Hinkley 
Po1nt are on the B station site. 
If privatisat i on goes ahead this 
would be run by the new privately 
owned nuclear company . There would 
for the new company to maximise 
its usage by taking waste from 
wherever it can get it . 

NIREX PUMP INQUIRY STARTS 
IN SEPTEMBER 

The public inquiry into the 
application by NIREX t o build an 
underground "rock laboratory" near 
Sellafield is due to start on 
September 5th at Cleator Moor near 
Whitehaven, Cumbria. 

This application i s considered to 
be the launch pad for a full scale 
nuclear dump in whi ch vast 
quantities of low and intermediate 
level nuclear waste from Britain's 
power stations would be 
irretrievably buried. It is being 
opposed by Cumbria County Council, 
as well as environmental groups 
including Friends of the Earth. 

Yo~ can registe~ your objection by 
wr1ting to the 1nquiry organisers 
~t the following address, making 
1t clear that you are objecting to 
the Rock Characterisation 
Fac ility: 

The Plannins Inspectorate. Room 
J0/22, Tollgate House, Houlton 
Street. Bristol 882 9DJ. 

These are some points you could 
make : 1. There is no scientific 
basis for choosing the Sellafield 
area to investigate the geology. 
Other parts of the country show 
~ar greater proroiae --2---T.J::.e &it.e- . 
1 s very c 1 ose t ' t he L~oT stric t ) 
Nation a 1 Park' p rsc~ 0!..~ IOSClWCG 
which should be ~~-. ~~. ~~~ 

financ ial inveattt fro ~~=.: Jl 
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laboratory, said to be £120 
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million, will make it almost 
impossible for NIREX to withdraw 
from the site should it prove 
unsuitable. 4. The proposal for a 
dump, the ultimate aim of these 
investigations, is the wrong way 
to deal with nuclear waste, which 
should be stored above ground in a 
retrievable state until a long 
term strategy has been formulated. 

The government has decided this is 
a "local" planning inquiry at 
which issues of national policy 
cannot be raised. A fuller version 
of the best points to put with 
this in mind is available from SHE 
or direct from the National Anti-D N t k -............... ·-·-···-· .. ····-·-.............................. .. 
e~~~ow!l~~~u·::n~·~·sq.ttY.r.9.t.L~~r..@.~~-~. ___ ........... -.... ·----·-... -.... ·---....................... -b.A .. t4._ .. ?..tt.I • 

HINKLEY POINT NEWS 

INCREASED SULPHUR DISCHARGES 
AGREED BY POLLUTION INSPECTORS 

The Pollution Inspectorate has 
agreed the application by Nuclear 
Electric to increase the amount of 
radioactive sulphur discharged 
from Hinkley B power station. 

Originally made last year, NE's 
application was agreed on the 
basis that the discharges into the 
sea would not increase the risk to 
local people's health. 

There were 27 responses to the 
consultation exercise, including 
one from SHE. A report covering 
the issues raised by objectors, as 
well as the inspectorate's 
justification for its conclusions 
is available from HMIP at Highwood 
Pavilions, Jupiter Road, Patchway, 
Bristol BS12 5SN (0117 9319430). 

RADIOACTIVE LAKE 

Trawsfynydd nuclear power station 
in North Wales will continue to 
discharge radioactivty into the 
nearby lake, even after it has 
closed down, according to the 
Welsh Anti-Nuclear Alliance. 

Part of the lake has already 
become a "hot lagoon" because of a 
build-up radioactivity in the 
bottom sediment. Nuclear Electric 
now wants to construct a new pipe 
to discharge liquid waste further 
out into the lake, including 
material arising from the 
decontamination of steel and 
concrete as the station is 
dismantled. 

"To conceal their true intentions 
they (Nuclear Electric) have 
recently announced a £100,000 
leisure development to increase 
use of the lake" and its 
surroundings, WANA reports. 

NO EXTRA NUCLEAR WASTE TO LANDEILL 

The Department of the Environment 
has vetoed a plan to bury low 
level nuclear waste from power 
stations in ordinary municipal 
landfill sites. The aim had been 
to dump less contaminated 
materials and relieve the pressure 
on other sites like the Drigg dump 
in Cumbria. 

"Genuine anxieties ... expressed by 
local residents who feared they 
might have been affected by the 

The last time she 
saw them, they 
were sti 11 trying 
to make the public 
swallow nuclear power. 

"It's the stupidest tea-party I ever was at 
in all my life I" said AI ice. 
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proposal" are given as the reason 
for rejecting the option, a rare 
acceptance by government that 
public opinion can make it change 
its mind. 

The policy shift is contained in a 
review of radioactive waste 
management published in July* and 
intended to complement the 
government's Nuclear Review. 

This is the only good news in a 
report which generally confirms 
existing policy to bury nuclear 
waste "out of sight, out of mind" 
in one or more vast underground 
repositories. 

• "Review oF Radioactive Waste 
Management Policy: Final 
Conclusions", HMSO Cm 2919. 

CHERNOBYL TO BE FINALLY CLOSED? 

The Chernobyl power station in the 
Ukraine could finally close by the 
year 2000 - but only if Western 
governments help finance the cost 
of safety measures at the site and 
providing an alternative source of 
power. 

This is the latest twist in a 
series of negotiations between the 
Ukrainian government and 
international organisations keen 
to end the risk of another 
disastrous accident. Of the four 
linked Chernobyl reactors, two are 
still producing electricity, 
providing about 5% of the 
country's power. 

There are also renewed fears that >>> 

Private and public: Britain's nuclear power station$ 
CHANGED YOUR ADDRESS? 

We have lost touch with a 
few supporters, mostly 
those who pay by standing 
order, because we do not 
have their up-to-date 
addresses. 

P...l@.U!L .. ..l~.:t ....... Y.§ ....... knQ.W_ .. ...i.f ... _.'t..Q.Y 
.~.r..@.. ... ID.Q~ .. l.U9 ....... Q.r. ....... h.~.Y.sLffiQY..~Q 
address so that we can a1ierau-r·r:·a·c;c;·r=as: .. -.. --...... ----···· .. --.-.............. -.... , ... _._ ... _. __ _ 

SUE, Uockpitt Farm, 
Nether Stowey, 
Bridgwater, 
Somerset TA5 lEX. 
01278 732921 
(Crispin Aubrey) 
Membership 01460 240241 
(Val Davey) 

How the nuclear industry 
would look aFter privatis
ation, taken From Nuclear 
Forum, magazine oF the 
British Nuclear Industry 
Forum. Nos. 1-11 would 
remain in public sector, 
the rest sold oFF. 

Under the proposed privatisation, this will be the future of Britain's nuclear power stations 

ltatton Type Current 
Of! rat or 

Opere11onal atatua 

• Quadruple Magnox BNFL Authorised to operate to 1996 
CalderHall Application for IO·year 
(Sellalleld, Cumbria) extension under consideration 

• Chapelcross BNFL Authorised to or,erata to 1999 
t;Oumfrlesshlre, Application for 0-year 

cotland) extension under consideration 

TwlnMagnox 

• Hunterslon A Scottish Oeluetled 
(Ayrshire) Nuclear 

• Trawa~nydd Nuclear Electric Oefuetled 
(Snow onle) 

• &erkeley (Gioa) Oefuulled 

• Wylla (Anglesey) No end dale available; 
minimum 37-year lifetime 

• Oldbury (N. Avon) 
proposed for each - -.. Sizewell A (Suffolk) 

• Hlnktey Point A 
(Somerset) 

IN Oungeness A (Kant) 

• BradweH (Essex) 

TwlnAGR • Hunterston B Scottish Authorised to 2006 
(Ayrshire) Nuclear Management to propose 

extension to 2011 .. Tomass (East 
Lothian) 

Authorised to 2020 

• Hlnkiey Point B Nuclear Electric Authorised to 2006 

~~ii~Yr:~rk~~es to extend 

• Heysham 1 (lanes) Authorised to 20 I 4 
Management hopes to extond 
until at least2019 

Ill Heysham2 Authorised to 2018 
Management hopes to extend 
until at least 2023 

• Hartlepool Authorised to 2014 
Management hopes to extend 
until at least 2019 

IIIJ OunganessB Reactor 1 authorised to 2014 
Management hopes to extend 
w>til atleast2017 

Reactor 2 authorised to 2015 
Management hopes to extend 
until at least 2020 

PWR 
Ill Slzeweh& Nuclear Electric Authorised to at least 2034 
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the "sarcophagus" shell built to 
cover reactor 4, which blew up in 
1986, is disintegrating to the 
point where it might collapse. The 
cost of rebuilding the sarcophagus 
and providing alternative power, 
probably from gas, is set at about 
£2 . 5 b i 11 ion . 

SAFE ENERGY NEWS 

SOLAR POWER AT GLASTONBURY 

Channel Four broadcasts from 
Somerset's Glastonbury Festival 
were this year powered by solar 
energy for the first time. 

The sun shone for most of the June 
weekend, enabling 40 solar panels 
mounted on the roof of a special 
30 foot trailer to generate 
electricity for the daily four 
hours of broadcasts. 

The panels, which can tilt to 
track the sun, were specially 
brought over from the United 
States for the event by 
Greenpeace. 

Also dominating the festival for 
the second year running was a 100 
foot high wind turbine. This 
produced power for the main stage 
lighting and other equipment. Many 
other activities in the "green 
field" part of the site were also 
powered by renewable energy, 
mostly the wind and sun. 

WIND CHEAPER THAN NUCLEAR 

Wind power in Britain can now 
produce cheaper electricity than 
either coal or nuclear power 
stations, delegates to last 
month's annual conference of the 
British Wind Energy Association 
were told. 

And if clusters of wind turbines 
in the countryside were given full 
credit for their position at the 
end of the grid network, thus 
avoiding system delivery charges, 
they would even compete with the 
cheapest gas-fired plant. 

These calculations are based on 
the latest round of contracts for 

government support under the Non
Fossil Fuel Obligation, when the 
price of wind energy from 67 
agreed projects fell to an average 
of less than 5p per unit. 

Once electricity from a convent
ional large power station has 
reached the end of the grid 
network, ready to be delivered to 
homes and businesses, it has cost 
about 4.5p. Since power from a 
wind farm usually enters the grid 
at this point, it should be paid 
the same price, it's argued. This 
price should apply even after the 
NFFO "subsidy" has been removed -
likely to happen when the govern
ment thinks wind energy can 
survive in a "free market". 

The main stumbling block is that 
neither the Regional Electricity 
Companies, who buy electricity 
from wind farms, nor the 
electricity regulator OFFER, have 
yet agreed this principle. 

The BWEA conference was given 
plenty of evidence of the 
advantages of the 500 wind 
turbines now operating in 30 or so 
wind farms around the UK. One wind 
farm in North Wales, for example, 
contributed over £200,000 to the 
local rural economy in its first 
year of operation. 

Meanwhile, at the time of going to 
press, the Department of Trade and 
Industry was on the point of 
announcing a fourth round of NFFO 
contracts. These are expected to 
provide premium prices for 
electricity from a further batch 
of renewable energy projects, 
including hydroelectric, landfill 
gas and coppiced wood schemes as 
well as wind farms. 

"Even wind power Is 
cheaper than nuclear," 
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