
NUCLEAR ELECTRIC KEEPS 
OPTIONS OPEN ON HINKLEY C 

Nuclear Electric is keeping its 
options open on the potential 
construction of Hinkley C by 
submitting a series of planning 
applications to the local council. 

The first of these applications, 
for a hostel to house up to 940 
building workers, is now being 
considered by West Somerset 
District Council. 

According to the original planning 
permission for Hinkley c, granted 
in September 1990, the company was 
given seven years in which it 
could start construction. But it 
was also told that, in order to 
meet this deadline, it must submit 
detailed plans for various 
ancilliary works within five 
years. The deadline for these 
applications is this September. 

According to West Somerset 
council, Nuclear Electric has 
already submitted plans for the 
workers hostel and is in the 
process of applying to divert 
various footpaths which currently 
pass through the area where 
Hinkley C would be built. 

Other items likely to be covered 
by future applications are: 

e Various stores, buildings and 
offices needed for the 
construction area. 
eA new sea wall to prevent 
flooding of the site. 
• A plan for landscaping. 
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The first plans for the workers' 
hostel were apparently submitted a 
year ago. However, the siting of 
the building had to be changed 
when it was discovered that it 
would cover a site of 
archaeological interest. This is 
said to be a Saxon settlement. 

Nuclear Electric have reportedly 
told the council that they are 
making these applications in order 
to "safeguard" their position, and 
that "no policy decision has been 
made not to proceed" with Hinkley 
c. 

After our enquiries, Stop Hinkley 
Expansion is now being sent 
details of all applications in 
relation to Hinkley c so that we 
can make comments . Council 
planners point out, of course, 
that the substantive issue of 
whether Hinkley C should be buult 
was decided at the 1988-9 public 
inquiry, and that any objections 
can be made only on detail, not 
the principle. 

Any SHE members who would like to 
write to West Somerset District 
Council are nonetheless welcome to 
do so. The address to obtain 
details of the plans from is: 

Planning Department, council 
Offices, West Somerset District 
Council, Williton, Somerset TA4 
4QA (01984 632291). The officer 
dealing with most of these 
applications is Stave Kirby. 
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SIZEWELL B SWITCHED ON 

Sizewell B nuclear station on the 
Suffolk coast was officially 
"switched on" at the end of 
January by former Energy Minister 
Lord Wakeham. 

This prompted much table thumping 
and flag waving by Nuclear 
Electric, including calls for the 
Nuclear Review to swiftly give the 
go-ahead for further stations. 

The fact is that the original 
planning application to build 
Sizewell B was made 14 years ago 
in 1981. There was so much 
opposition to it that it prompted 
one of the longest public 
inquiries in British history (340 
days of hearings). 

Sizewell B is the only one to have 
been built out of the great 
expectations of the former CEGB in 
1979 that there would be ten new 
power stations started at the rate 
of one a year. And it has already 
been massively expensive - almost 
£3,000 million just to build it 
(at today's prices), well over its 
original budget. 

These are not facts likely to make 
further investment in nuclear 
power an attractive proposition. 

East Ahgl ian 

Safe E11ergy 
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THORP NOT sWITCHED ON 
Almost a year after it was given 
the final go-ahead following the 
Greenpeace court case, the THORP 
reprocessing plant at Sellafield 
is still not full operational. 

The Nuclear Installations 
Inspectorate has yet to give 
approval for more than sample 
amounts of spent nuclear fuel to 
be fed into the chemical 
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separation section of the p1ant. 
This is apparently because of 
serious design problems with the 
facility. 

THORP has also suffered the 
setback of losing two orders from 
German nuclear companies for its 
second decade of operation. All 
this has prompted renewed calls 
from Greenpeace for the plant to 
be shut down before it becomes 
both a health risk and a financial 
disaster. 

SHE NEWS 

SHE MEETING IN BRISTOL -
THURSDAY APRIL 6TH 

The SHE annual general meeting is 
being held in Bristol this year. 
We have booked a room in the new 
CREATE environmental centre, 
housed in a converted tobacco 
warehouse. The business part of 
the annual meeting (7.00pm) will 
be followed by a talk from Fred 
Barker (consultant to COLA, the 
local authorities consortium 
opposed to Hinkle C). Fred is an 
expert on the Nuclear Review and 
will bring us up-to-date on the 
latest state of play. 

The CREATE centre is interesting 
in itself as a brave venture by 
Bristol City Council to provide 
office and meeting space for green 
organisations in the area. It is 
already occupied by Bristol Energy 
Centre. 

We are hoping to organise a river 
boat trip from the centre of 
Bristol to the centre, which is 
set dramatically at the entrance 
to the docks. We also hope to 
arrange some food and drink. Full 
details will be sent nearer the 
date to all members within 
reasonable travelling distance of 
Bristol. Meanwhile, put the date 
in your diary! 

HOUSE OF COMMONS MEETING ON 
NUCLEAR REVIEW 

A small presence of SHE members 
attended the House of Commons 
meeting on the Nuclear Review last 
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December, organised by the 
Druridge Bay Campaign. We heard 
presentations about the lack of 
insurance in the event of a 
serious nuclear accident, the poor 
economics of nuclear power, and 
the likely opposition from the 
European Union to any attempt to 
subsidise future nuclear power 
stations. The meeting was chaired 
by MP Alan Beith and several other 
MPs attended. 

SAFE ENERGY NEWS 

MQRE RENEWABLE ~NERGY SCHEMES GET 
GOVERNMENT FINANCIAL BACKINg 

Over 600 Megawatts of renewable 
energy generating capacity was 
given financial backing by the 
government just before Christmas. 
This is the third round of funding 
under the Non-Fossil Fuel 
Obligation - the system by which 
the regional electricity companies 
are obliged to buy a proportion of 
their power from "green" sources. 

141 projects will receive a 
premium price for their 
electricity output in recognition 
of their environmental advantages. 
They include 55 wind farms, 15 
small hydroelectric plants, 42 
exploiting the gas given off by 
landfill waste dumps, 20 burning 
rubbish, and 9 based on energy 
crops like fast-growing willow or 
agricultural waste like chicken 
droppings. 

There were several interesting 
points about this year's 
announcement. One was a special 
allocation for small wind farms, 
allowing less ambitious and 
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community-based projects to get a 
look in with the big companies. 
Another was the prices quoted for 
the cost of electricity from the 
various schemes. The overall 
average was 4.35p per unit, with 
wind, landfill gas and municipal 
waste even lower than that. This 
compares with the estimated 5-6p 
per unit which organisations like 
COLA say will be the cost of power 
from any future nuclear power 
station. 

One word of caution. Many of these 
schemes have still to get planning 
permission, a process likely to 
prove especially difficult for 
some of the wind farms. In 
anticipation of some drop-outs, 
the Department of Trade has 
sensibly awarded contracts to more 
than the number of projects it 
expects to make it through to 
power generation. 

OPEN UNIVERSITY RESOURCE PACK 

The Open University has published 
a resource pack on renewable 
energy aimed at the tertiary 
education sector. It is 
particularly appropriate for 
lecturers or teachers who need a 
handy guide to the subject. 

The pack contains a 550-page 
handbook, a video, slides, 
computer discs, useful leaflets, 
reprints of articles and suggested 
exercises and seminar topics. It 
costs £120 for lecturers (£200 
for others). Further information 
from Susan Lapworth (Course 
Manager), T521 Renewable Energy, 
EERU, Open University, Walton 
Hall, Milton Keynes MK7 6AA (01908 
652565). 
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COMBWICH WHARF TO BE REOPENED 

Nuclear Electric has applied 
formally to the local council to 
improve the wharf facilities in 
the village of combwich. This 
follows construction of a new road 
from the wharf to the main road 
leading to Hinkley Point. 

At the time of the Hinkley C 
public inquiry, the company said 
that it wanted to use the wharf to 
ship in large parts for the new 
reactor. After objections from 
villagers it was agreed that a new 
road would be built round the edge 
of Combwich and avoiding the 
narrow village main street. 

Nuclear Electric now says that the 
wharf could be used to bring in 
replacement parts for the Hinkley 
B advanced gas-cooled reactor and 
not necessarily anything to do 
with Hinkley c. This has not 
assuaged the concerns of some 
Combwich residents, who argue that 
the best way to bring in parts for 
the power station would be through 
a new jetty at Hinkley Point 
itself. 

NUCLEAR REVIEW PROGRESS 

There is no indication yet of 
exactly when the government will 
produce its conclusions on the 
Nuclear Review into new power 
station construction. The most 
likely timing still appears to be 
at some time in the Spring. 

Meanwhile, a 10 page summary of 
the evidence submitted by various 
organisations to the review has 
been produced by the Nuclear Free 
Local Authorities' secretariat. 
Copies available from National 
Steering Committee, Nuclear Free 
Local Authorities, Town House, 
Manchester (0161 234 3324). 

RADIATION AND HEALTH CONFERENCE 

The 11th conference on Radiation 
and Health will be held this year 
in Carlisle over the weekend June 
24-25. Further details from Janine 
Alys-Smith at CORE, 98 Church 
Street, Barrow-in-Eurness, 
Cumbria. 
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As in previous years, if any SHE 
supporter would like to attend the 
conference on our behalf (confer
ence fees paid, assistance with 
travel expenses if required), 
please get in touch with the SHE 
office. 

DECOMMISSIONING COSTS 

A belated comment from a SHE 
member to the decommissioning 
questionnaire raised the issue of 
varying figures on the cost of 
dealing with redundant nuclear 
plants. 

Firstly, the roughly £9.1 billion 
which will be raised by 1998 
through the "nuclear levy" on 
electricity bills is supposed to 
go towards Nuclear Electric's 
liabilities for both decommiss
ioning and waste management. 

Estimates of the cost of just 
decommissioning existing plant 
made by the nuclear industry 
itself (at 1992 prices) are as 
follows: 
Nuclear Electric - £7 billion 
Scottish Nuclear- £1.6 billion 
BNFL- £5.9 billion 
UKAEA - £3.4 billion 
That makes a total of almost £18 
bi 11 ion. 

Others consider these figures to 
be under-estimates. One figure for 
the decommissioning or dismantling 
of all UK nuclear power stations, 
all UKAEA facilities (Harwell, 
Winfrith, Dounreay) and Sellafield 
(including THORP), given in The 
Guardian (16.11.94) was over £28 
bi 11 ion. 

Now that Jack Cunningham, MP for 
the Sellafield area, is Labour 
spokesman on Trade (and nuclear 
power), the Party is looking again 
at its energy policy. This says 
that no new nuclear power stations 
will be built in Britain. Consul
tation is promised on any change. 
Labour members please note ••• 

SHE, Hockpitt Farm, Nether Stowey, 
Bridgwater, Somerset TA5 lEX. 
0278 732921 (Crispin Aubrey) 
Membership 0460 240241 (Val Davey) 
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STOP HINKLEY EXPANSION ANNUAL REPORT 1995 

Annual General Meeting 

The AGM was held at Bridgwater Arts Centre on March 27th 1996. 16 members attended. The usual election 
of officers was not held, partly because we had not found anyone willing to take on the job of either Press 
Officer or Coordinator, partly because we needed to have a discussion on the future of SHE. 

In the light of SHE's large reserves, Rose Sabran asked for a one off donation to be made to Green Help, the 
Chernobyl charity. Jim DuflY requested financial help for the Green Party's radiation campaign. It was agreed 
that a donation of up to £5000 would be made to the latter, subject to a formal application. (See main 
newsletter for further details.) 

On the future of SHE, the meeting agreed that it was essential to find someone to replace Crispin Aubrey and 
the campaign should continue at least until the planning permission on Hinkley C finally expired at the end of 
1997. In the meantime, Crispin agreed to continue for a further three months or until a successor was found. A 
presentation was made in recognition of the work and commitment he had put in since the campaign's 
inception. 

Supporters Secretary's Report 

We started 1995 with 319 supporters, including 13 8 paying by standing order and 46 free subs. Only ten 
subscribers did not renew, less than half the number who lapsed last year. There were three new members. We 
ended the year with 305 supporters. The average monthly standing order is only 4.5% down, an improvement 
on last year's fall. 

Val Davey 

Press Officer's Report 

The main event during the year was the announcement on 11 December 1995 that the plans to build a third 
power station at Hinkley Point - Hinkley C - were being scrapped. Although we have had false dawns in the 
past, there seems to be a finality about this decision which we have not encountered before. 

The British nuclear industry has been in trouble for some time - pressurised on the one side by the anti-nuclear 
movement exposing its disastrous environmental consequences and on the other by a government determined 
not to allow any "lame ducks" to escape its drive for privatisation. Hinkley C and Sizewell C were the 
casualties of that combined pincer movement. 

Other events of importance during the year are briefly listed below: 

April 1995 Nuclear Installations Inspectorate issues report saying that there are no safety factors to stop 
Hinkley A operating for 40 years (until2005). 
Chernobyl vigil held at gates ofHirikley. 

May 1995 Government's Nuclear Review says nuclear industry should be partly privatised but says that new 
nuclear plant is too expensive to be worth public financial support. 

July 1995 Nuclear Electric applies for permission to import waste from Trawsfynydd power station in Wales 
and burn it in the Hinkley Point incinerator. 
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Sept 1995 Nuclear Electric fined £250,000 for breaches of safety regulations at Wy1fa power station. 
Public inquiry opens into Sellafield underground rock laboratory to decide whether a full-scale 
nuclear waste dump should go ahead. 

Oct 1995 Nuclear Electric fined £22,000 for breaking safety rules at Hinkley Point. 
People living near Hinkley issued with their own iodine pills for the first time. 

Nov 1995 Campaign launched over waste burning at Hinkley. 

Dec 1995 Public meeting in Bridgwater Town Hall on incineration at Hinkley and cancer risk. 
Nuclear Electric announces that it is abandoning plans for Hinkley C. 

Crispin Aubrey 

Treasurer•s Report 

SHE received £6670 from membership subscriptions, donations and standing orders during 1995. Together 
with interest on capital, this provided a total income of £7456, about £700 down on 1994. This was still more 
than enough to cover day-to-day administrative costs, and newsletter production. These accounted for £4391 . 
We also spent £587 on a reconditioned photocopier. At the end of 1995 we held £25,000 in SHE bank 
accounts. 

With the announcement that plans for Hinkley C have been shelved, SHE's primary objective has been 
achieved. A change of direction seems inevitable. There is still the threat of increased waste incineration at 
Hinkley, and the ongoing need to monitor the nuclear industry generally. Whichever way we decide to go, we 
start from a sound financial base. We have a large capital sum in reserve and a fairly healthy income- we are 
still getting over £400 per month from standing orders and we have already received over £670 this year from 
membership renewal. I hope that this AGM will be able to come up with some ideas as to how our supporters' 
money can be most effectively used. 

SHE Income and Expenditure Account 1995 

Income 

Membership 
Donations 
Standing Orders 
Mise. income 
Bank interest 

£ 

999.00 
479.00 

5192.00 
81.24 

704.75 
7455.99 

Balance at bank 31.12.95-£20.019.64 

Expenditure 

Fees 
Postage & Stationery 
Phone& fax 
Travel 
Book-keeping 
Audit 
Photocopier running costs 
Photocopier purchase 
Newsletter 
Subscriptions & donations 
Miscellaneous 

Judith Campbell 

£ 

1770.00 
446.51 
90.80 

257.80 
420.00 
367.63 
198.16 
587.50 
372.17 
131.30 
42.50 
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