
SIZEWELL •c" - BRITAIN'S 
LARGEST NUCLEAR PLANT? 

Nuclear Electric has applied for 
planning permission to construct a 
giant twin power station at 
Sizewell in Suffolk. If built, it 
would be Britain's largest nuclear 
electricity generating plant. 

A Sizewell C station was first 
planned in 1989, but abandoned 
when the government placed a 
moratorium on all nuclear plans. 
There were then a record number of 
objections - 60,000 protest 
letters and cards - even more than 
for Hinkley c. 

The new application is for a twin 
Pressurised Water Reactor station 
with two domed reactors using some 
common services. It would have a 
capacity of 2,600 Megawatts . 

Nuclear Electric has argued for 
some time that it makes sense for 
the company to continue building 
on the Sizewell site next to the 
nearly completed Sizewell B PWR, 
rather than at Hinkley Point. They 
already have the construction 
infrastructure, it's argued, and 
an expectant local workforce. 

However, they may no longer have a 
compliant local authority. Since 
Sizewell B was approved, Suffolk 
County Council has become a Liber
al-Labour controlled authority and 
is unlikely to allow this new 
application to pass unchallenged. 

Sizewell c would cost a massive 
£3.5 billion to bui Id and the 
site would encroach even further 
into the Suffolk Heritage Coast as 
well as overshadowing a wetland of 
international importance for 
wildfowl. 

Whether Sizewell C is ever built 
depends on the outcome of the 
government's Nuclear Review (see 
separate article). It is also 
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unclear how Nuclear Electric can 
expect to switch to this new 
design without extensive 
negotiations with the British 
nuclear regulatory authorities, if 
not a full public inquiry. 

The main aim of opposition groups 
in the Sizewell area is now to 
raise as many objections aQ 
possible before the deadline ends 
on January 18th. So, forget the 
Christmas shopping lists and get 
writing •.. See the Action Plan box 
for detajls of how to object. 

These are some points you could 
make in your letter of objection: 

* Nuclear power stations carry 
unacceptable dangers, especially 
the risk of an uncontrollable 
accident. Sizewell c will add to 
that risk. 

* Sizewell C will add to the 
stockpiles of nuclear waste, 
turning the site into the second 
biggest dump for radioactive waste 
after Sellafield. 

* It will be uneconomic compared 
with other forma of generation. It 
would be better to spend the money 
on energy saving measures. >>> 
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* The~e is no need for its output. 
B~itain already has an over
capacity of power stations. If new 
capacity has to be built, it would 
make mo~e sense to develop new 
types of safe~ power station based 
on renewable sources like the wind 
and waves. 

*The development will destroy 
even mo~e of an ecologically 
sensitive coastline. 

TWIN REACTOR AT HINKLEY? 

The publicity surrounding the 
application for Sizewell c 
prompted a rush of speculation 
about a similar giant being built 
at Hinkley Point. 

Nuclear Electric has made it clear 
that Hinkley still remains its 
favourite site for another nuclear 
station after Sizewell C. 
However, the planning permission 
granted in September 1990 after 
the 14-month Hinkley C Public 
Inquiry was for a single reactor. 

Acco~ding to a report prepared by 
Somerset County Council's planning 
department, there would have to be 
a completely new application for a 
twin reactor. In the front page 
Brjdgwster Mercury story about the 
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speculation, SHE was extensively 
quoted, including saying there 
should be a new public inquiry as 
well. 

The environmental statement issued 
to back up the Sizewell C 
application, of which SHE has 
obtained a copy, reveals that in 
order to build a twin reactor at 
Hinkley there would have to be 
major upg~ading of t~ansmission 
1 ines. 

This would probably include "two 
new 400kv ove~head lines between 
Bridgwater and Taunton and from 
Bridgwater to the north of 
Avonmouth", as well as a new 400kv 
substation at Bridgwater. These 
new overhead cables and pylons are 
likely to bring in a new swathe of 
opposition to any expansion at 
Hinkley Point. 

There is also the simple point 
that, whatever comes out of the 
Nuclear Review, it would seem 
unlikely that Nuclear Electric 
could manage to build two twin 
power stations at the same time. 

pm. i:!I~A:l.i .s - ·· ·· -! .I. 3"''ll!'at'l:iH•·Fh. +. 
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NUCLEAR REVIEW STILL AWAITED 

Further details of the Nuclear 
Review, supposed to start before 
the end of the year, are still 
awaited at the time of going to 
press. It's thought that the 
government wants to get the THORP 
decision out of the way before 
launching into another 
controversial nuclear area. 

However, there appears to be 
plenty of activity going on behind 
the scenes. The Independent of 26 
October reported on its front page 
that some government Ministers 
were already convinced that a 
nuclear revival was a good idea. 

Nuclear Electric has also been 
busy putting its case, holding a 
special conference for civil 
servants, industrialists and 
financial analysts in mid-

N U C L E A R . -· 
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November. During this the company 
claimed it would be happy to be 
launched into the private sector 
and believed it would get the 
funding to build new power 
stations. 

On the other side, COLA, the 
Consortium of Opposing Local 
Authorities, which represents 26 
local authorities opposed to 
Hinkley C, has produced a series 
of briefings aimed at much the 
same audience. The briefings put a 
cogent case against further 
nuclear construction, encompassing 
both the financial risks for 
investors and the social risks of 
a nuclear leak or accident. 

.THORP HANGS IN BALANCE 

At the time of writing, the 
government has st i 1 ., not announced 
whether it will allow the THORP 

C R E S C E N D 0 

Taunton Phi.lharmonlc Orchestra performed Tchalkovksy's 1812 Overture 
last month courtesy of Nuclear Electric sponsorship. This is one SHE 
supporter's view of what might have happened. The cartoon also appeared 
in the Somerset County Gazette. 
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reprocessing plant at Sellafield 
to start operation. 

Meanwhile, there have been even 
more question marks placed over 
THORP's rationale, including an 
excellent BBC Panorama programme 
and rumbles of growing discontent 
in the United States. 

It is now over a year since the 
plant was virtually ready to begin 
its unpleasant process of 
chemically dissolving spent 
nuclear fuel and turning it into 
useless uranium, dangerous 
plutonium and a mass of polluting 
nuclear waste. 

Even if THORP does get the go
ahead, as many observers believe 
will happen, there is still a 28 
day period before British Nuclear 
Fuels can put its new authoris
ation for radioactive discharges 
into effect. During this period 
Greenpeace hopes to challenge the 
legality of the consultation 
process, arguing that only a full 
public inquiry can properly 
analyse the complex international 
issues involved. 

SHE NEWS 

SHE PREPARES REVIEW SUBMISSIQN 

Jane Roberts, a former SHE 
membership secretary and now a 
lecturer in Environmental Policy 
at Cheltenham and Gloucester 
College of Higher Education, is to 
help prepare SHE's submission to 
the Nuclear Review. 

The plan at present is that Jane 
will prepare a formal paper about 
the main issues, but that this 
will be supported by a more 
straightforward submission 
emphasising SHE's objection to any 
nuclear expansion. 

Even if we might have little faith 
in the government's ability to 
listen to critics of its policy, 
it is still important that SHE 
makes its mark in the Review 
process. No doubt one of the most 
basic points we will be making is 
that wherever the nuclear industry 
tries to build a power station, 
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there is bound to be substantial 
and sustained local opposition. 

JIM JEFFERX 

Professor Jim Jeffery, who gave 
evidence for SHE at the 1988/9 
Hinkley c Public Inquiry, has died 
at the age of 82. 

Jim Jeffery was a persistent 
prober into the opaque economics 
of nuclear power well before this 
became an issue at centre stage. 
He was still writing detailed 
critiques of the industry's 
spurious claims until not long 
before his death. He will be 
missed for his quiet but effective 
contribution towards puncturing 
the myth of "electricity too cheap 
to meter ··. 

NUCLEAR REVIEW PETITIQN 

There is still time to send in 
copies of the Friends of the Earth 
"Write Off Nuclear Power" 
petition. Because of the delay in 
the government announcing the 
starting date for the Nuclear 
Review, the deadline for this has 
been extended to the end of 
November. If you've still got the 
form lying around from the last 
SHE newsletter, get it filled in 
and send it off! 

WRITE OI=F NUCLEAR POWER. 

Chocolate buttons 
for mock red alerts 
' I WHEN Hinlrley Point Nudear Power Stetion goes on modi red 
alert all tlte staff quiclcly wolf 1 harodful of choeolet~ buttons. 

This Is not to chftr tltem up but 1 potentially lif~saving 
rehearsal, Bridgwlter swee1-wller Br!Jn Ross has just teemed. 

Mr Ross. picturtd fitht, wes pullltd when a Hinkl~y Point 
reprewntatin bought seven pounch of chocolate buttons from his 
Eas1onr store - then came baclc lor mon. 

.... wes told the dlocs made • ~~ IUbstitute for anti
radiation pills when the powet s1etion practises coping with • 
nuclear dismer. Now Hinlrley regull!Tiy buys 14-pound ba9S of the 
swftlies 

.. 
en 

Mr Ross. who owns MeGregon hmBy Foods. said: '1 don't 
mind what people do with them when t.hey le1ve hete. They can 
pretend they ere enti-fediation tablets or eontrltel'five pills for aft I 
care!" 
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