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STOP PRESS! STOP PRESS! 

STOP SELLAFIELP RALLY IN 
BRIQGWATER - MARCH 27TH 

I . 

A newly formed local Greenpeace 
group has organised a march and 
rally in Bridgwater against the 
Sellafield 2 THORP development. 

The march leaves Bridgwater 
British Rail station at 
11.00 am sat. March 27th 
passes through the town centre and 
ends with a rally at Eastover Park 
(Cranley Gardens) at approx. 12 
noon. 

Please try and get there if this 
newsletter arrives in time. 

NUCLEAR ELECTRIC AVOIDS 
H~GNOX CLOSURES - SO FAR 

The government has so far shown no 
indication of following the 
suggestion that the oldest Magnox 
nuclear stations, like Hinkley 
Point A, should be closed in order 
to allow more electricity 
generation from the threatened 
coal mines. But the full Depart
ment of Trade review, triggered by 
the furore over the loss of 31,000 
mining jobs, has yet to be 
published at the time of writing. 
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The House of Commons Select 
Committee on Trade and Industry, 
which has already reported on the 
issue, fell short of recommending 
Magnox closures. But it did 
suggest: 

1. A reduction in the fossil fuel 
levy to cover only liabilities for 
waste and decommisioning - not the 
funding of Sizewell B. 

2. Income from the levy should be 
paid into a central fund, not 
handed over (as now) to Nuclear 
Electric. 

3. The promised government nuclear 
review should be brought forward 
to later this year, instead of 
1994. 

A report prepared for the 
government by accountants Ernst 
and Young also concluded that 
immediate closure of the Magnoxes, 
with the cost of decommissioning, 
would immedia~ely bankrupt Nuclear 
Electric. The company is in fact 
already technically insolvent, and 
is only kept afloat by the 11• 
surcharge on everyone's 
electricity bill. 

Meanwhile, Hinkley workers have 
continued to lobby local people 
against the Magnox closure. A 
"Save Our Jobs" leaflet has been 
distributed through local free 
newspapers. 

CORRECIIQH 
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SHE N~\V~ 

NEW SHE INFORMATIQN LEAFLET 

Enclosed with this newsletter is a 
copy of a new leaflet produced to 
present an up-to-date summary of 
SHE's objection to nuclear power 
and our view of an alternative 
energy scenario. An insert 
membership application form is in 
preparation. 

The leaflet is designed to be 
suitable for handing out to people 
considering the issue for the 
first time, or for use in school 
discussions. If you would like 
more copies, please write to the 
SHE address at the end of the 
newsletter. 

SIR KELVIN SPENCER 

Sir Kelvin Spencer, one of SHE's 
original sponsors and certainly 
its most senior, has died at the 
age of 94. 

He was a keen supporter of SHE's 
battle against Hinkley C, and a 
regular source of advice during 
the early stages of our response 
to the initial 1988 planning 
application by the CEGB. Among 
other activities, he agreed to 
sign a letter distributed widely 
to councillors and other influen
tial people in Somerset. 

Sir Kelvin was a former Chief 
Scientist at the Ministry of Power 
who was directly involved in the 
early development of the British 
nuclear industry. In later years, 
however, he became a fierce critic 
of nuclear power, and was involved 
with many anti-nuclear organis
ations. 

"COAL NOT DOLE'' ADYERT 

Over 100 organisations and 
individuals, including a number of 
SHE supporters, subscribed to an 
advert in the Somerset County 
Gazette last month in protest at 
the threatened closure of 31 coal 
pits. The large advert also called 
for use of the £1.2 billion 
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nuclear subsidy to enable as many 
mines as possible to continue in 
production. 

GENERATOR FOR HIRE 

The generator originally used to 
power the Ideal Energy Exhibition 
is available for hire. Reasonable 
rates, proceeds to SHE. Further 
details from Dickon Fell (0272 
557059). 

EMERGENCY PLANS-ROUND 
HINKLEY: MAKE A DATE! 

Everyone living within the 
official evacuation zone round 
Hinkley Point has been issued with 
a 1993 calendar with a difference. 
on the back of each page is advice 
about what to do in case of an 
emergency at the power station. 

The advice includes how to shelter 
in your house, what happens if 
you're evacuated, the importance 
of iodine tablets and what to do 
with animals. The calendar design 
was agreed by the station's 
Emergency Planning Consultative 
Committee, which includes 
representatives from Nuclear 
Electric, local councils and the 
police. 

Somerset County Council, which is 
responsible for coordinating 
emergency planning outside the 
power station boundary, has also 
distributed a Questionnaire to the 
400 households who live within the 
two mile radius zone. There were 
200 responses, providing valuable 
information about, for example, 
people with potential difficulties 
in being able to move Quickly. A 
number of people also took up the 
offer of a personal visit from the 
council's emergency planning 
officer. Some local residents 
still said they knew nothing about 
any plans for dealing with an 
emergency at Hinkley. 

The calendars were produced in 
part to satisfy new EC regulations 
about providing emergency 
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information to the public. Though 
laudable, their issue to people 
living only in the shadow of the 
power station is totally 
inadequate in comparison to the 
potential far-ranging reality of a 
serious accident. One SHE member 
living in Stogursey, the nearest 
village to Hinkley Point, has also 
pointed out that there is no 
mention of compensation for the 
disturbance caused by evacuation, 
for which Nuclear Electric should 
be liable. 

. GAMPAIGNS 

PROPAGANDA IN SCHQQLS 

An excellent article in the 
current issue of Safe Energy 
magazine explains how to counter 
the nuclear industry's incessant 
propaganda assault in our primary 
and secondary schools. The essence 
of this is that the 1986 Education 
Act prescribes a "balanced 
presentation of opposing views" 
where political issues are 
involved, and can be used to 
encourage schools to hear the 
other side. Further information on 
the legal arguments from Jamie 
Woolley of the Nuclear Free Local 
Authorities (0742 735920) or on 
the sort of material available to 
schools on both sides of the 
argument from Olive Bowers (061 
234 3325). Or you could subscribe 
to Safe Energy (£15a year from 
SCRAM, 11 Forth Street, Edinburgh 
EH1 3LE.) 

MQRE TROUBLE FOR THORp 

The troubled THORP plant at 
Sellafield, which cost £2.4 
billion to build but has not yet 
opened, has suffered a further 
blow. The Japanese, who are major 
customers for the reprocessing 
plant, have abandoned plans to 
ship back plutonium. The reason 
given is that their fast breeder 
reactor programme, which would 
utilise the plutonium as fuel, has 
been hit by serious problems. The 
only shipment so far, which 
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reached Japan in January, was also 
attended by a massive internat
ional protest. 

9TH RADIATIQN & HEALTH CQNFERENCE 

The Ninth Low Level Radiation and 
Health Conference will be held at 
Liverpool University on July 3-
4th. Papers will cover some of the 
latest findings on health effects. 
Further details from the organis
ers, Scottish Radiation Monitoring 
Groups, 3 North Neuk, Troon, 
Ayrshire KA10 6TT (0243 603705) • 

VAT QN FUEL BILLS NOT A GREEN 
SQLUTION 

The budget announcement that 17.5~ 
VAT will be charged on all fuel 
bills will simply hit those who 
can't afford to pay, and do 
nothing to promote environmentally 
beneficial fuel supply or savings. 
A better idea would be one sugges
ted recently by the Labour Party: 

Labour proposes to offet free 
double glazing to cut energy bill 
Paullrowtt 
hvlronment eorr ............. 

INSULATION, draught proot
lng and double glazing would 

be offered free to householders 
under a Labour plan to improve 
energy efficiency, which would 
also create 50,000 jobs. 

The meastlres, proposed yes
terday by Chris Smith, ahadoW 
environment protection minis
ter, would be finllnced by the 
tas and electricity utllitle8 
which would make a profit on 
the scheme by charglna a 
slightly higher premium on fuel 
bills. 

ltou~~eholders who beneftted 
would have to pay more a unit 
of electricity but would 
ultimately save money. because 
they would use less fuel. 

The scheme would require 
small changes In legislation but 
Labour envisages the utilities 
creating companies to carry out 
the work. No new power 
stations would be needed ahd 
Britain could cut imported coal 
and electricity, and open caRt 
mining. 

Apart from reducing the 
nation's energy bill the scheme 
would cut carbon dioxide emis
sions. Surveys show lt Would 
also Improve health. 

Labour believes that the 
scheme would soon build up 
momentum and as!list 500,000 
to 1 million homes a year and 
create 50,000 -permanent jobs. 

Poorer tamiUes who lltruggte to 
pay f'ttel billS Would be the ftrst 
tobenenl 

TM l)ropMals eo~ In three 
packages costing £500, £750 and 
£1,500. The first would include 
water tank and pipe taRRing, 
supply of low energy -light 
bulbs, thermostats on heating 
systems and radiators, draught 
proofing and Ion Insulation. 
llouseholders would be ex
pected to pay an extra 8 per 
cent on their heating bUis but 
the package would save £125 on 
a £500 annual bill. 

The second package Includes 
cavity wall Insulation, where 
possible, which would produce 
another £50 a year savtng In 
f'ttet bills, even with a 15 per 
cent premJum on fuel price$. 

The third scheme Involves 
adding double glazing fo the 
other two packages. The basic 
costs of the windows would be 
added In a 25 per cent fuel pre
mium but would be offset by 
lower bills. 

Under the scheme the pre
mium paid on fuel for Improve
ments would be permanent and 
would be linked to tbe property 
and not the householder. 
Labour says this would give the 
utilities a no risk guarantee of a 
return on the capital 
Investment. 

For some Improvements the 
utilities would recoup the cost 
of the work In less than to 
years, and In 22 years for the 
biggest package. 
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STOP HINKLEY EXPANSION ANNUAL REPORT 1992 

Annua 1_ Gen...t.r~ l .. _ .. tte~t.in.g 

The AGM was held at the Pen and Quill, Shuttern, Taunton on 
February 24th, 1993. Nine supporters were present. Reports were 
presented by the Membership Secretary, Coordinator, Treasurer, Fund
raiser and Press Officer. Extracts are printed below. Full copies of the 
originals are available from SHE. 

Officers elected for 1993 were: Membership Secretary/Fund-raiser: 
Valerie Davey; Treasurer: Judith Campbell; Press Officer: Crispin 
Aubrey. It was decided not to appoint a new Coordinator to replace 
Danielle Grunberg until it was clearer what developments were likely 
over the promised 1994 nuclear review. 

After the business there was a discussion about the prospects for 
Hinkley c and the future for nuclear power in general. 

ttembersh iiL~egQ.r.t 

In advance of 1993 renewals, paid membership still stands at 265, 
with an additional 35 newsletters sent free to exchange organisations, 
sponsors etc. A handful of new members joined during the year. There are 
also a separate 99 supporters who have taken out standing orders through 
fund-raising appeals. These are now being treated in the same ways as 
members, automatically receiving the bi-monthly newsletter and other 
mailings. It is planned to fully incorporate them into a single 
database. 

Lynn Collins retired from being membership secretary in the 
summer, when the post was temporarily filled by Judith Campbell. The new 
membership secretary is now Valerie Davey. 

Coord i ngtor • ~ R.!!QQ.r.t 

On the campaigning front, 1992 has been a quiet year, but there 
have been some notable developments. The beginning of the year was 
marked by a reprieve from closure being given to Hinkley Point A, with 
Nuclear Electric claiming that this gave them carte blanche to run the 
station until its 30th birthday in 1995. This was despite vigorous 
protest from SHE, with a 2,000-signature petition calling for the 
closure of the station. Following the reprieve, Hinkley A was hit by a 
series of incidents, including the contamination of the carbon dioxide 
gas cooling system. 

After the Conservative victory in the April general election, the 
prospect for stopping Hinkley C looked gloomy indeed. However, in the 
completed questionnaire which we received back from 40 candidates in 20 
constituencies in the South West, over threequarters were opposed to 
Hinkley c. The results received good media coverage. 

In the same month, Nuclear Electric had the dubious honour of 
appearing before Bridgwater Magistrates Court faced with three alleged 
breaches of its license conditions at Hinkley Point. They were fined 
£1,000, with £2,500 costs. This was only the second court action ever 
brought by the Nil against a nuclear power station in England and Wales. 

During the year, Greenpeace, together with anti-nuclear 
campaigners from around the country, also launched the "React" campaign 
to stop British Nuclear Fuels from opening their second reprocessing 
plant, THORP. Although BNFL successfully used an injunction to stop a 
protest at the Sellafield site, this eventually went ahead on a smaller 
scale. There was also a successful lobby of parliament in July. 
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During the summer a Danish company announced the dramatic 
proposal to build a wind farm in the Steart area near Hinkley Point. The 
plan is to erect up to 56 wind turbines on a site extending over 200 
acres. Further developments are awaited. 

In the autumn, the debate over the future of 31 coal mines, and 
the rapid development of gas power, cast doubts on the future of nuclear 
power in Britain. A Department of Trade projection showed that nuclear 
energy would be reduced to a token contribution by the year 2000, with 
gas producing over 50% of Britain's electricity. The conclusion from 
this was that Sizewell B would be the only child to survive out of 
Nuclear Electric's proposed large "family" of pressurised water 
reactors. 

Although the prospect for Hinkley C has not been evidently 
advanced by the current national debate about energy policy, the scheme, 
which of course already has planning permission, is by no means dead. We 
must be ready to react as soon as more is known about the government's 
promised 1994 review of nuclear policy. 

Danielle Grunberg 

P.ress Officer ~A ... B.~QQ.r.t 

The Hinkley c debate is bubbling under at present rather than at 
boiling point, but there is still a regular demand from the local and 
regional media for comments on Hinkley Point and related nuclear issues. 
The main events which created press interest during the year were: 

* SHE questionnaire to general election candidates in South West 
(April). 
* SHE membership secretary Lynn Collins and her husband refuse to 
play in Nuclear Electric-sponsored concert (April). 
* Nuclear Electric fined £3,500 over breaches of safety rules at 
Hinkley 8 (April). 
* A Sizewell C station reported to be Nuclear Electric's first 
option if the government allows further nuclear construction 
(July). 
*Wind farm planned for Steart, in shadow of Hinkley Point (July). 
* Closure of Hinkley A threatened by coal mines rescue package 
(December ) . 

Hinkley Point itself also achieved its fair share of "good" 
publicity, including a claimed record number of visitors to the two 
existing stations. However, my impression from a number of talks given 
during the year to pupils at both primary and secondary schools in the 
area is that young people who visit the station are not generally 
engulfed by the story that this is a safe, trouble-free way of making 
power. General awareness of the anti-nuclear message is powerful enough 
to give them pause for concern. 

My other main responsibility is to organise and write most of the 
bi-monthly newsletter. This appears to have gone down well this year, 
but any comments would be welcome. There are also regular requests to 
SHE from students and others for information about Hinkley Point and the 
nuclear issue. These are dealt with as well as we can within limited 
resources. The new up-dated SHE leaflet should help our response. 

Crispin Aubrey 

T r.@fl§.Y.[.@[ .• ~.!! ... ~eg.Qr.t 

It seems that the recession has caught up with SHE this year. 
Although income from membership fees has remained encouragingly steady, 
donations were down by £884 to £1598, a fall of 35%. Standing orders 
also fell by 20% from £8859 in 1991 to £7118 this year. This is a 
disturbing trend, as standing orders are the backbone of SHE. 
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The committee h.as been very aware of this reducing income, and we 
have made efforts to cut costs wherever possible and to avoid using 
capital for normal running expenses. The result is that we have managed 
to keep expenditure within income, and we end the year with virtually 
the same bank balance as at the end of last year. 

This cost-cutting exercise has meant some hard decisions, 
however. One of them was that it was no longer financially sensible to 
continue running the Ideal Energy Exhibition. The exhibition has now 
been sold to the Leicester Ecology Trust for £1500. 

Judith Campbell 

.~H.E_Inf!gpe and_J;~pen,d_j_t.Mr.~-A~gQ.y_ot __ t~ 1. 9~-=-~_1.12 .. '!..-~-g 

Jn.£Q..m.~ 

Membership 
Donations 
Standing orders 
Balance from 
Chernobyl account 
Miscellaneous 
Interest 

£ 

1595.06 
1598.10 
7118.00 

211.86 
359.32 
251.62 

,,1JJ.~""~-·JJ~ 

Fees 
Post and stationery 
Phone and fax 
Travel · 
Photocopier 
Newsletter 
Leaflets 
Donations & ~ubscriptions 
Miscellaneous 
Ideal Energy Exhibition 

Balance at bank 31.12.92- £6407.74 

N-plant jobs link to child 
cancer confirmed 
..... Brown •n•••MntCoiT•III• Mlent · 

LiNKs between cancers in 
children and fathers who 
have been exposed to radi

ation in the nuclear industry 
were confirmed in three scien
Uf1c reports published 
yesterday. 

Men whose jobs could have 
involved breathing in radio
active dust had a 2. 7 times 

greater chance that their child 
would get cancer, a survey of 
15.000 case histories showed. 

han, who undertook the study, 
said: "Radiologists and dentists 
did not seem to carry any in
creased risk. Those who 
worked with nuclear materials, 
scientists and nuclear techni· 
clans, who could have suffered 
internal contamination, were at 
risk. 

"My own feeUng is that alpha 
emitters, like plutonium, are 
going to prove an important 
pathway through fathers to 
their unborn children." A 

second study, fnnded by the Im-
perial Cancer Research·~ at 
Oxford, looked at 5t children 
under ftve diagnosed with Jeu. 
kaemia or non-Hodgkin's lym
phoma between 19'12 and 1989 
near nuclear plants at Burgh
Held and Aldennaston in Berk
shire, where there is an unex
plained cancer cluster. 

posed to radiation and child 
cancer, but says she did not 
think this directly due to 
·exposure. 

She too suspects exposure to 
otber hazards "sucb as cbeml
cals or other tadlua:tive su• 
stances which are breathed In 

or swallOWed". The third study, 
also reported in the journal, 
invotves.a.rare eye cancer. The 
feature common to all ftve 
cases reported in Seascale. the 
village next to SeUafleld.ls that 
the mother lived there at some 
time since the plant started In 
the 1950s. Over the study's 
timespan, a statJsticaJ average 
of .25 cases would have been 
reported among 5.000 chUdren. 
Five cases means a 20-fold 
excess. 

Although cancer clusters 
have been linked to nuclear in· 
stallatlons for some time, the 
route by which the cancer 

£ 

4877.62 
503.45 
586.54 
548. 16 

1130.49 
474 . 61 

10. 10 
110.00 
216.27 
lOO.O.Q 

9151.23 

The Oxford Survey of Child
hood Cancers, part of which Is 
being undertaken by the Uni
versity of Blnningham, inter
viewed parents whose children 
died from cancer in England, 
wales and Scotland between 
1953-81. Job histories of. fathers 
of cancer children . were corn
pared with those of fathers of 
healthy children. Dr Tom Sora-

Reporting the study in the 
British Medical Journal, Dr 
Eve Rowan also found an 
association between fathers ex-

reached children bafDed!sc~· :!::~=::...::~~~~=::::.:::::; 
tists until the GardDer 
two years ago suaested a 
through the father. 

From The Guardian March 5th 1993 
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