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Campaigning to Shut Oldbury! 
The first public meeting of our 'Shut Oldbury' campaign held in 
Stroud met with much approval. The 'green' Mayor of Stroud who 
hosted the evening pledged to notify Gloucestershire County Council 
and neighbouring District Councils of the threat posed by BNFL's 
plan to introduce a potent new fuel to the 32 year old plant. 
Mayor John Marjoram went on to join can be catastrophic as they release 
query the adequacy of mass evacuation steam under very high pressure, 
plans by the authorities in the event of causing the safety valve to blow and an 
a major accident at Oldbury having escape of large volumes of radioactive 
heard that three million people live coolant gas. 
inside a 35 mile radius of the station. As with Hinkley 'A' there is no 

The event had already received good 
media attention with an announcement 
on HTV News, two radio interviews on 
BBC local radio and some newspaper 
coverage, which has since increased 
through lengthy letters highlighting 
Stroud people's concerns. 

Hugb Ricbards. one of our most 
popular speakers, outlined the 
technical problems at Oldbury 
beginning with the subsidence which 
has hounded the plant since it was 
built, when one of the monstrous 
concrete reactors slipped an incredible 
18 inches! The Nuclear Installations 
Inspectorate are still maintaining a 
watch on this process which has 
slowed down but still continues! 
He went on to explain that countless 
steel boiler tubes are built on the in~tide 
of the concrete pressure vessels, 
leaving them vulnerable to corrosion 
from the nuclear reactions. Over a 
hundred of these pipes in similar 
Wylfa power station in Anglesey have 
been blocked off because of weld 
failures. A failure where several tubes 

Secondary Containment to limit the 
gas going directly into the atmosphere. 
Moreover Hugh explained that the 
steam could ultimately attack the very 
hot fuel rods and increasingly unstable 
graphite core, preventing the control 
rods from shutting down the reactor. 

Graphite suffers 'Osteoporosis' 
In this context we heard that corrosion 
in parts of the graphite reactor core, 
was estimated to have led to an 
astounding 48 per cent weight loss! 

The core is a key component which 
protects surrounding steelwork and 
promotes the nuclear reaction. Because 
of this graphite depletion which is the 
worst in Britain, the fission reactions 
have not been working effectively and 
the performance of the plant has 
reduced by about ten per cent. In order 
to restore the power an enriched fuel 
has been used since the start of this 
year. This fuel and chemical attempts 
to reduce the graphite depletion are 
creating extra radio~~-<~"'~~----...-... -
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Rocket Fuel 
But the worst news is that a high 
power-density fuel similar to that used 
in more modem AGR stations is 
planned to be used in this fading old 
Plutonium factory. The MAGROX 
fuel, a high power-density oxide of 
Uranium with a high ignition and 
melting temperature will be placed in 
assemblies of six pins alongside low 
power-density natural Uranium fuel 
rods with relatively low melting and 
ignition temperatures. 
The new untested 'rocket fuel' may be 
highly unstable. especially in problem 
conditions such as emergency shut
downs according to John Large. 
Britain's top independent nuclear 
engineer. So BNFL's desperate bid to 
keep Oldbury running could end in 
utter disaster. It is due to be tested this 
year at Sellafield. then early next year 
used in the civil nuclear reactor at 
Anglesey. 
Hugh pointed out that an analogy 
would be an old car with worn rings 
and cylinders. The owner might try to 
fill up with high octane fuel instead of 
replacing the worn engine parts to keep 
the smoky car running. But it could be 
a recipe for disaster. 
At Oldbury it is impossible to replace 
the worn parts. the missing graphite, as 
the whole area is highly radioactive. 
Hugh supported wholeheartedly our 
campaign to close the station. 

Extra Radioactive Discharges 
The smoke coming out of the car 
exhaust is like the extra Tritium and 
Carbon 14 discharged from the 
reactors into the air and the sea. These 
are the radio-isotopes of life's building 
blocks and so are readily absorbed into 
the human body. Tritium is implicated 
in leukemia and stillbirths and Oldbury 
contributes with other nuclear plants· in 
making the Bristol Channel the most 

Tritium polluted waterway in the 
world. 

Regulator's role 
The audience heard that BNFL must 
seek the consent of the Nuclear 
Installations Inspectorate (Nil) to use 
MAGROX fuel at Oldbury and this is 
not certain as the Nil have a policy that 
"all changes from design practice 
should be in the direction of greater 
safety". 
We urged everyone to write their 
concerns to the Nil (address below) 
and persuade them not to licence the 
MAGROX. We explained that 
appealing to the regulators was a key 
element in our campaign to shut 
Hinkley 'A' this year and that the Nil 
closed the plant over precisely the 
concerns we raised in the spotlight of 
enormous publicity. 
{f BNFL do not get permission to use 
lhe foe/ they will have to announce 
0/dhury~v closure as the only Magnox 
reprocessing plant which deals with 
the Uranium .fuel is also due to close 
following inernational pressure. 

Please write to the NI/ .•• 
The single most effective thing to stop 
MAGROX coming to Oldbury is to put 
your concerns in writing to the 
regulators. They must reply to you 
within 14 days with an answer to your 
points: Laurenee Williams, Nuclear 
Installations Inspectorate, Rose 
Court, 2, Southwark Bridge, 
LONDON SEt 9HS. 

The next in our series of'Shut Oldbury' 
public meetings is on September 21st 
in Bristol supported by SW Friends of 
the Earth. A further public meeting is 
planned for November See Events. 



Hinkley 'A' Decommissioning 
Stop Hinkley committee members 
supported by Hugh Richards and 
Patrick Van Den Bulck from National 
CND met with senior BNFL managers 
in the first of a possible series of 
'dialogue' meetings on the issue of 
decommissioning plans for the retired 
station. The 'agenda setting' meeting 
was facilitated by a team of 
independent consultants. 
Stop Hinkley has concerns regarding 
the BNFL 'Safestore' plan which 
means leaving the reactors for over a 
century before attempting to dismantle 
them. We fear that cost-cutting is 
driving this plan to virtually abandon 
the plant after fuel removal and 
dismantling of external stuctures. 
If the insides are left too long they 
could deteriorate, collapse, catch fire, 
pollute waterways and be much more 
difficult and dangerous for our great 
great grandchildren to dismantle. 
It is hoped that future dialogues will 
help to resolve these and many other 
questions. Our next meeting is in 
October. 

Environment Agency Public 
Consultation 
A public consultation is being 
conducted concerning the radioactive 
discharges from Hinkley 'A' station. 
Even though the plant has ceased 
operating it will continue to discharge 
into the air and sea for years to come. 
According to a newly revised 
document put together after the 
surprise closure announcement, 
incineration disclrarges are actually 
due to incretiSe! 
The public are invited to meet 
Environment Agecy staff in 
Bridgwater during the afternoon of 
Tuesday 5'11 September for a 'surgery' 
where questions can be put privately. 

In the evening a public meeting will be 
held. Following our recommendations 
the meetings will be held nearer to 
Burnham-on-Sea than Cannington as 
originally planned. There is great 
concern there about the discharges 
from Hinkley causing cancer as shown 
up in the studies we commissioned this 
spring. Stop Hinkley will be present 
and several members of 'Parents 
Concerned About Hinkley'. based in 
Burnham. plan to go along and 
complain about the prospect of extra 
radioactive incineration blowing their 
way. 
Anyone can apply for details of the 
discharge plans and can respond by the 
end of September with comments. For 
details ring the Environment Agency 
on 0845 6012428. 

Advice 
We will be pleased to offer advice on 
issues regarding the discharges and 
will submit a Stop Hinkley response to 
the consultation document. Ring 01984 
632109. 
We have just submitted a report for the 
Oldbury consultation which finished at 
the end of August: We addressed 
MAGROX fuel; Extra Tritium 
discharges; Unfiltered radioactive 
incineration; Bogus 'headroom' figures; 
Cancer levels near Hinkley and 
implications for Oldbury; 
For details of the public meeting see 
Events section. 

Hinkley Cancer Link Studies 
"Cancer Mortality and Proximity to 
Hinkley Point" studies by Or Chris 
Busby now available: 
Part 1 : Breast Cancer 
Part 2: Prostate Cancer 
Part 3: All malignancies, lung and 
stomach cancer; Summary of studies. 
Contact us for your copy. Free to 
members. 



Events 
Environment Agency Public 
Consultation 
Meet and hear the decision makers 
over Hinkley 'A' future radioactive 
discharges. Have your say too! 
Bridgwater Sports & Social Club, 
Tuesday S'h September 2-Spm Surgery; 
7.30-9.30pm, Public meeting; also on 
Wed 6'h Sept. Surgery at 10am-2pm. 

'Shut 0/dbury' Public Meeting 

Speakers: 
Coordinator 

Hugb 
Wales 

Riebards, 
Anti-Nuclear 

Alliance and veteran campaigner will 
speak on the risks from MAGROX 
and multiple technical problems in the 
ageing plant; 
Patrick Van Den Bulck. National 
CND campaigner provides informed 
insights into BNFL's current plight. 
Paul Dorfman, Nuclear Researcher 
and expert on Nuclear Risk 
Assessment wiJI discuss implications 
fot Oldbury of cancer deaths near 
Hinkley. 
Jim Duffy, Stop Hinkley Coordinator 
will outline suggested campaign 
tactics. 

Chair: Mike Birkin. SW Friends of 
the Earth Coordinator. 
Friends Meeting House. Large Room. 
I 26 Hampton Rd, Red land, BRISTOL 
Thursday 21 "' September 7.30 pm 

Stop Hinkley Committee 
Meeting 
All members are welcome to the 
discussions of our steering group. 
Please ring for advance agenda papers. 
Friends Meeting House, Taunton* 
Thursday 14'h September 8.00pm. 
*Ring to confirm venue. 

Nuclear link to Leukemia 

A follow up to our 'Hinkley Cancer 
Link' meeting in Burnham-on-Sea. 
Speakers: Dr Carol Barton, 
Consultant Haematologist and 
Leukemia expert from Reading will 
speak about a doubHng of childhood 
1eukemia near to local nuclear pl~ts 
Aldennaston and Burghfleld. Also 
about problems near a contaminated 
lake in Russia which dries up releasing 
radionuclides. Sounds familiar ... 
Richard and Liz Capewell wiJI speak 
on how they lost their 16 year old 
daughter to leukemia and decided to 
conduct their own leukemia survey, 
discovering links to nearby nuclear 
installations in Berkshire. 
The ·Princess Suite, Princess Street, 
Burnham-on-Sea, 
Tuesday 101h October 7.30 pm. 

Green Party Conference 
Stop Hinkley wiiJ be there. 
Winter Gardens Pavilion, 
Weston-super-Mare, 14-171h September 

'Shut 0/dbury' November 
Meeting 
Green Party MEP and anti-nuclear 
campaigner Caroline Lucas will speak 
on Thursday <Jih November. Details 
soon. 

Contacts 
Coordinator, Newsletter Editor: 
Jim Duffy 
Rydon Lodge, West Quantoxhead, 
Taunton, Somerset, T A4 4DW 
Tel 01984 632109, Fax 01984 639383 

Treasurer. Membership & Supporters' 
Secretary, Newsletter Distribution: 
Val Davey 
8. The Bartons. Y eabridge, South 
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