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Nati Harnik/AP Photo 
Last June 26, a hastily erected rubber berm that had held back 
fioodwaters at Nebraska's Ft. Calhoun reactor, I 9 miles from 
Omaha, collapsed when a forklift operator accidentally punctured 
the 2,000-foot water-filled flood wall. The reactor was shut down 
at the time, but the loss of o·ff-site electric power forced the use of 
emergency generators to cool uranium fuel in the core and waste 
fuel in a pool. 

Dauphine Libere 
A transformer exploded at the 4-reactor Tricastin site in southern 
France on July 2, 20 11 (above), two days after authorities found 32 
safety violations at the facility. Also in southern France, a Sept. 12 
explosion and fire killed one worker, burned four others and dam
aged the Centraco radioactive waste processing furnace at the Mar
coule nuclear site on the banks of the Rhone. At the time of the 
blast, four tons of used radioactive metals were being smelted in 
the oven. Highly radioactive used fuel, high-level waste, plutonium/ 
MOX fuel and 6 1,597 drums of deadly waste are stored on site. 

Blogger5/.ru. Dec. 29, 2011 
In late Dec., a massive fire engulfed Russia's 550-foot, rubber
coated nuclear-powered submarine Yekaterinburg, which carries 
16 missiles and up to 64 nuclear warheads, while it was in dry 
dock for repairs. The Defense Ministry declared that its warheads 
had been removed and the reactor shut down prior to the fire 
which blazed out of control for 20 hours. The burning sub had to 
be lowered and submerged to its conning tower to halt the inferno. 

TEPCO, March I 5. 2011 
The 9.0 earthquake struck March I I, 201 1 off the coast of Japan 
and destroyed four of six reactors at the Fukushima Daiichi com
plex. Tritium explosions ripped through three of the reactor build
ings resulting in massive radiation releases that spread across the 
northern hemisphere. Above, reactor No. 3 is shown at left, reac
tor 4 is at center right. In Green peace's Feb. 2012 report ' 'Les-
sons from Fukushima," the a · · iiN 
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The French Study 
Childhood Leukemia Spikes Near Nuclear Reactors 
By John LaForge 

Confirming previous studies elsewhere, French re
searchers have reported that childhood leukemia rates are 
shockingly elevated among children living near nuclear 
power reactors. 

The Jan. 5, 2012 edition of the International Journal 
of Cancer includes a scientific study establishing a clear 
correlation between the frequency of acute childhood 
leukemia and the victims' proximity to nuclear reactors. 

Titled "Childhood Leukemia Around French Nuclear 
Power Plants- the Geocap study, 2002-2007," this dev
astating report promises to do for France what a set of 
2008 reports did for Germany- which recently legislated 
a phaSe-out of all its power reactors by 2022 (sooner if the 
German Greens get their way). 

The French study- conducted by a team from the In
stitut National de la Sante et de la Recherche Medicate, or 
INSERM, the Institut de Radioprotection et de Silrete Nu
cleaire, or IRSN, and the National Registry of Childhood 
Hematopoietic Malignancies in Villejuif- demonstrates 
that in France during the period from 2002-2007 there was 
a doubling of childhood leukemia cases: the increase is up to 
2.2 times normally expected rates among children under age 
five living in a 5-kilometer radius of French reactors. 

Researchers note that they found no mechanistic proof 
of cause and effect, but could identify no other environ
mental factor that could produce the excess cancers .. 

Without getting overly technical, the case-control study 
included the 2, 753 cases of acute leukemia diagnosed in 
mainland France from 2002 to 2007, and some 30,000 
contemporaneous population "controls." The childrens' 
last addresses were geo-coded and located around France's 
19 nuclear power stations, which operate 58 separate reac
tors. The study used distance to the reactors and a dose
based geographic zoning, based on the estimated dose to 
bone marrow related to the reactors' gaseous discharges. 

The authors said, "The method used to estimate the. dose 
of radiation delivered to bone marrow by the NPPs [ reac
tors] was based on the average annual gaseous discharge 
levels, discharge composition and local meteorological 
parameters especially prevailing winds which influence 
the dispersion of radionuclides. Due to the lack of data 
on real discharge rates, the discharge rates for carbon 14 
were based on the regulatory limits." [emphasis added] 

All operating reactors routinely spew radioactive gases 
like xenon, krypton and the radioactive form of hydrogen 
known as tritium. These gases are allowed to be released 
under government-issued licenses. Allowable limits on 
these radioactive poisons were suggested to governments 
and regulatory agencies by the giant utilities that own the 
reactors and by reactor operators themselves. Nuclear re
actors can't even function without regularly releasing ra
dioactive liquids and gases, releases required to control 
pressure, temperature and vibrations inside the gigantic 
systems. (See: "Routine Radioactive Releases from Nu
clear Power Plants in the United States: What Are the Dan
gers?" from BeyondNuclear.org, 2009) 

Only radioactive gaseous venting by the reactors was 
factored by .the French authors, who noted: "The model 
did not take into account liquid discharges, although their 
contribution to the total radiation exposure related to NPP 
activity [reactor operations] may have been of the same 
order of magnitude as that of the gaseous discharges." 

In Germany, results of the 2008 KiKK studies - a 
German acronym for Childhood Cancer in the Vicinity of 
Nuclear Power Plants- were published in both the Inter
national Journal of Cancer (Vol. 122) and the European 
Journal of Cancer (Vol. 44). These 25-year-long studies 
found higher incidences of cancers and a stronger associa
tion with reactor installations than all previous reports. The 
main findings were a 60 percent increase in solid cancers and 
a 117 percent increase in leukemia among young children 
living near all 16 large German nuclear facilities between 
1980 and 2003. These shocking studies- along with per
sistent radioactive contamination of Germany from the Cher
nobyl catastrophe - are largely responsible for the depth and 
breadth of anti-nuclear public opinion all across Germany. 

Similar leukemia spikes have been found around U.S. re
actors. Researchers at the Medical University of South Caro
lina, writing in the European Journal of Cancer Care (Vol. 
16, 2007), analyzed 17 research papers covering 136 reactor 
sites in the UK, Canada, France, the U.S., Germany, Japan 
and Spain. The incidence of leukemia in children under age 
9 living close to reactors showed an increase of 14 to 21 
percent, while leukemia deaths were raised by 5 to 24 per
cent, depending on their proximity to the nuclear facilities. 

When the U.S. public owns up to the urgent dangers 
of nuclear power, we too can begin its replacement and 
phase-out. 

Drone War Free of Pilots and Accountability 
By Bonnie Urfer 

Remote-controlled combat drones now comprise 31 
percent of all military aircraft. Cost to taxpayers: $26 bil
lion; Included in the cost are small flying spies called Ra
vens - with 5,346 buzzing around someplace. In time, 
drones will be equipped with ''thinking" cameras for more 
effective bombing. Drones have the capacity to jam "ene
my" electronics, drop leaflets, measure radiation and even 
commit self-destruct missions. Piloted U.S. aircraft total 
10,767; drones total 7,494 including the Predators and 
Reapers- the long-range military attack drones. The New 
America Foundation, a U.S. ''think-tank," estimates that in · 
the past eight years, drones have killed between 1, 715 and 
2,680 people, almost a third of them children and civil
ians in Pakistan. Drone attacks are not strictly legal since 
their control and use under the chain-of-command cannot 
be readily identified. 

The Drone program is veiled in secrecy and has been 
tagged as covert. No one outside of the DOD or Pentagon 
knows who is targeted, where or why. The U.S. govern
ment simply refuses to discuss it. Yet, no foreign govern
ment supports the use of drones. 

Under domestic law, the administration considers 
drone missions to be covered by the Authorization for Use 
of Military Force that Congress passed just days after the 
Sept. 11, 2001 attacks. The president claims he can "in 
perpetuity'' use any force "necessary and appropriate" in 
retaliation or prevention. Even the CIA can participate. 
Presidents Ronald Reagan and Bill Clinton made sure of 
that, and according to a Washington Post report of Dec. 
19, 2011, "A week after the Sept. 11 attacks, the Bush ad
ministration amended the finding again, dropping the list 
of named targets and the caveat on 'feasible' capture." The 
global mission is lethal regardless of international law. 
Drones have been used in Afghanistan, Iraq, Pakistan, So
malia and Yemen. 

Civil campaigns against drones have justifiably in
creased, but much more work is needed to ban drones 
from bombing missions. Protests against drones have 
taken place in dozens of cities around the world. In Wash
ington, DC, 300 people gathered at the Smithsonian Air 
and Space Museum. Those who entered the museum were 
pepper-sprayed. Courts in Arizona, Nevada and New York 
have prosecuted nonviolent resisters arrested for trespass 
actions taken against drone bases. 

Former U.S. Attorney General, Ramsey Clark testified 
for 4 112 hours at the trial of38 activists arrested for block
ing the entrance to the New York Air National Guard base at 
Hancock Field. Monthly vigils protesting drones are taking 
place in Wisconsin at Yolk Field/Camp Willjams. 

Upcoming actions are scheduled in Nevada on April22, 
Maryland in May, and Washington, DC in April. The Nation
al Campaign for Nonviolent Resistance (NCNR), composed 
of citizen activists, wants to see that government officials 
are held accountable for the unlawful drone attacks. 

An NCNR letter to John Hopkins University con
demning its drone research says, "The Nuremberg Prin
ciples obligate us to do something in order not to be com
plicit with the crimes of our government. The Nuremberg 
Principles forbid wars of aggression, attacks on civilians 
and extrajudicial assassinations, all associated with drone 
warfare. Citizens have a duty to act where they can to 
prevent violations, even if the violations are committed by 
their government." In a report to the UN Human Rights 
Council, UN special reporter on extrajudicial executions 
Philip Alston declared that the use of drones by the CIA 
amounts to "a license to kill without accountability." Vm
cent Warren, Executive Director of the Center for Consti
tutional Rights, has said, "If our government is not telling 
us who they are going to kill, and if they are not telling 
the courts who they are going to kill, and if they are not 
giving anybody an opportunity to defend themselves, and 
if they're not putting forth any evidence whatsoever, our 
democracy is dead."- Wired, Jan. 11; The London Indepen
dent, Feb. 1, 2012; The Washington Post, Dec. 19,2011 

From The Onion 
Iran Worried U.S. Might Be 

Buildine 8,500th H-Bomb 
TEHRAN - AmiclSt mounting geopolitical tensions, 
Iranian officials said Wednesday they were increasingly 
concerned about the United States of America's uranium
enrichment program, fearing the Western nation may soon 
be capable of producing its 8,500th nuclear weapon. 

"Our intelligence estimates indicate that, if it is al
lowed to progress with its aggressive nuclear program, the 
United States may soon possess its 8,500th atomic weapon 
capable of reaching Iran," said Iranian foreign minister Ali 
Akbar Salehi, adding that Americans have the fuel, the fa
cilities, and "Everything they need" to manufacture even 
more weapons-grade fissile material. 

"Obviously, the prospect of this happening is very dis
tressing to Iran and all countries like Iran. After all, the 
United States is a volatile nation that's proven it needs 
little provocation to attack anyone anywhere in the world 
whom it perceives to be a threat," he said. 

Iranian intelligence experts also warned of the very 
real, and very frightening, possibility of the U.S. provid
ing weapons and resources to a rogue third party such as 
Israel, Pakistan or India. 

"'1 find in these uw:s that the 
best tkfonse i,t apn:clt t'ff liG."" 

The Fairytale of Clean, 
Safe Nuclear Power 

By Project Censored 

Editot s note: Propaganda about the benefits .of nuclear 
power has been declared No. eight in this years Top 10 
most under-reported stories, as documented by the univer
sity-based Project Censored, whose website says its mis
sion is "teaching students and the public about the role 
of a free press - and to tell the news that didn ~ make 
the news and why." Aaron Peacock, the projects student 
researcher at San Francisco State University, wrote the 
groups report on the world-wide nuclear power snow job. 

Nuclear power presents a security threat of unprece
dented proportions: It's capable of a catastrophic accident 
that can kill hundreds of thousands of people, with a by
product that is toxic for millennia. To call nuclear power 
"clean" is an affront to science, common sense and the 
English language itself, yet industry backers inside and 
outside the government, are attempting to establish a new 
"Clean Energy Standard" to promote nuclear power. These 
proposals suffer from three fundamental misconceptions: 
1) that pollutants other than carbon dioxide are irrelevant 
when defining "clean energy," 2) that because radiation is 
invisible and odorless it is not a toxic pollutant, and 3) that 
nuclear power is carbon-free. None of these is true. 

In their most recent report, released in 2006,* the U.S. 
National Academy of Sciences determined that no safe level 
of radiation exposure exists - every exposure to radiation 
increases the risk of cancer, birth defects and other disease. 

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission accepts the 
linear no-threshold hypothesis, which holds that any in
crease in dose of radiation, no matter how small, results in 
an incremental increase in cancer risk. 

Sources acknowledged by Project Censored: 
''Nuclear Energy Is Dirty Energy (and Does Not Fit Into a 

'Clean Energy Standard')," Michael Mariotte, Nuclear lnforma~ 
tion and Resource Service, .January 2011. < http://www:nirs.org/ 
factsheets/nuclearenergyisdirtyenergy.pdf> 

''Nuclear Reactor Crisis in Japan FAQs," Union of Concerned 
Scientists, April 7, 2011 +updates. <http://www.ucsusa.org/nucle
ar _power/nuclear _power_ risk/safety/nuclear-reactor-crisis-faq.html> 

"Radiation Exposme and Cancer," U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission, October 20, 2010. <http:/lwww.nrc.gov/about-tirc/ 
radiationlhealth-effects/rad-exposure-cancer.html> 

*National Academy of Sciences, Health Risks from Exposme 
to Low Levels oflonizing Radiation: BEIR VII Phase 2 [Biologi
cal Effects oflonizing Radiation] 2006 

Hypocrisy is US 
In the continuing saga that is Iran's development of 

nuclear power, battle lines are being drawn as the decep
tion deepens, and not just Iranian deception. The shroud of 
secrecy that obscures Iran's work hides Israel's program as 
well. But Israel is supported by the U.S., while Iran stands 
on the {)ther side of the line with Russia's and China's sup
port, And while the U.S. condemns Iran for alleged subter
fuge, it happily ignores Israel's possession of an estimated 
75-200 nuclear weapons and its refusal to either sign the 
Nuclear NonProliferation Treaty or allow the International 
Atomic Energy Agency to inspect its facilities. Still the 
U.S. stands proud, if mute, in its defense oflsrael's nuclear 
"deniability." In January 2001, the Pentagon released a re
port entitled "Proliferation: Threat and Responses,'' which 
conveniently omitted Israel's burgeoning nuclear stock
pile. Former President Jimmy Carter ruffied feathers in 
2008 when he bluntly announced that Israel had about 150 
nuclear weapons. Even though Israel's so called ''nuclear 
ambiguity" is a global farce, former Israeli military intel
ligence chief Aharon Ze'evi-Farkash told Reuters, "The 
problem is that there are those who can use [Carter's] 
statements when it comes to discussing the international 
effort to prevent Iran getting nuclear weapons." 

He is exactly right, only no one appears to be using 
these statements to call out Israel on its vitriolic threats 
toward Iran. Israeli officials are publicly debating whether 
a pre-emptive strike is required to prevent Iran from con
structing a nuclear weapon. This, despite Iran's assertion 
of its legal right to enrich uranium for peaceful purposes, 
a right it's claimed since the days of U.S. support for the 
Shah, who welcomed Washington's misguided Atoms for 
Peace program in the 1950s. Although Iran allowed UN in
spectors into the country three times this February, its At
oms for Peace are said by some to be a threat. Cooler heads 
like James Clapper, the director of national intelligence, CIA 
chief Leon Paneta, and the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
StaffMartin Dempsey have all said this past January and Feb
ruary that there is no evidence of an Iranian bomb program. 

What is certain is that if the spiteful rhetoric contin
ues, and if the lines that are being drawn by some in the 
U.S. and in Russia and China are crossed, the resulting war 
would be a senseless catastrophe. - PVB 



The Fight to Close Vermont Yankee Continues 
By Paul Vos Benkowski 

In January of this year a federal judge blocked the state 
of Vermont from forcing the shutdown of the oft troubled 
Vermont Yankee nuclear reactor when its license expires 
in March. Judge J . Garvin Murtha ofUnited States District 
Court in Brattleboro ruled that the state is trying to regu
late nuclear safety which is only something the federal 
government can do (and we know how well that works). 
Judge Murtha also held that the state cannot force Entergy, 
the reactor's owner, to sell electricity to in-state utilities 
at reduced rates as a condition of continued operation, as 
Entergy states it is doing now. Even though the judge has 
ruled that Vermont Yankee can move ahead with business 
as usual for another 20 years, the state of Vermont has filed 
an appeal and protesters have ramped up pressure at the 
site. 

In the appeal, Vermont Attorney General Bill Sorrell 
cited the judge's liberal use of legislative records where 
legislators voiced concern over safety at Vermont Yankee. 
The judge thought these concerns over the safety of the re
actor improperly motivated the state's attempt to deny the 
license extension. Judge Murtha's decision cited federal 
law that makes nuclear safety issues the sole jurisdiction 
of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission. The federal gov
ernment is responsible for the safety of all nuclear reac
tors, the state government is just there to suffer the fallout 
Vermont Gov. Peter Shumlin said in a statement that be was 
"very disappointed" in the decision, adding, "I continue to 
believe that it is in Vermont's best interest to retire the plant" 

While a state decision to close a commer
cial reactor is very rare, the ruling was likely 
to resonate elsewhere. Referendums to force 
the closing of nuclear reactors have been held 
in several states including Maine, but so far 
none have passed. A California reactor, Ran
cho Seco, in Sacrarnento, was closed by a 
referendum vote of the Sacramento Municipal 
Utility District in 1989, but the voters were 
also the site's owners. New York State pre
vented the Shoreham reactor on Long Island 
from operating in the 1980s under an accord 
brokered by Gov. Mario Cuomo with the Long 
Island Lighting Company and others. His son, 
Andrew Cuomo, the current governor, is seek
ing to close the Indian Point nuclear reactor 3 5 
miles north of New York City, which is also As they partidpated in 8 walldng meditation Jan. 18 in the drive

o~~:~. ~:~~n.:~t the Vermont way or Entergy's Vermont Yankee nu dear power reador, to mourn 
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ing with the state agreeing that it would need a polic:e wben they re use to move. 

state "certificate of public good" as well as the 
federal license extension to operate after March 21, 2012, 
when the license expires. The Legislature later reserved 
for itself the power to authorize the certificate, prompting 
the suit. Since Entergy bought Vermont Yankee lO years 
ago, public opinion has turned sharply against the reactor, 
which is on the Connecticut River in Vemon, just north of 

the Massachusetts border. In 2007, a cooling tower col
lapsed because of wood rot. The tower's operation was not 
required for safe shutdown, but pictures of the collapse 
went viral and damaged Vermont Yankee's credibility. 

Drinking Water Contaminated at Wind River 

Members of the Shut it Down Affinity Group have been 
keeping up a vigilant campaign of protest against the reac
tor involving dozens of actions. A group of fourteen was 
arrested in Dec. 2011 during a peaceful protest although 
the charges were later dropped. When they were arrested 
again this Feb. 13, all were transported to and booked at 
the Vemon police station where Chief Mary-Beth Hebert 
coordinated collection of data for later charg~s. At the re
actor, the women were told they would be charged with 
trespass, but no citations were issued and no arraignment 
dates were provided. Hattie Nestel, 73, who's been tick
eted there 14 times, was the first to be booked, and said her 
arresting officer handed her a citation for trespass with a 
Feb. 14 arraignment date. However, after conferring with 
another Vemon police staffer, the officer asked Nestel to 
give back the citation. "He told me the state's attorney 
had called and instructed Vemon police not to issue court 
dates, and citations would be mailed to us," Nestel said. 

Wind River is the seventh largest Indian reservation in 
the U .S. It's also very toxic. In 1958 Susquehanna-western 
started processing uranium and vanadium ore using sulfu
ric acid on the W'md River Indian Reservation in Fremont 
County. The mill operation closed in 1963 and left behind 
uranium tailings- 72 acres of mounds, four feet deep, of 
contaminated sand and rock. Radioactive waste and poi
sons eventually Jeacbed into the groundwater and tainted 
the soil and groundwater. The chemical and radioactive 
mixture runs into the Little Wind River. The Wing River 
Reservation spans 2.2 million acres and is home to 3,000 
Eastern Sboshone and Northern Arapaho Indians. Pollu
tion is so bad that even the Department of Energy says 
those who drink the water are up to 10 times more likely 
to develop cancer than the general population. 

The DOE tested the soil, surface water and groundwa
ter and found uranium, radium, manganese, sulfate, nickel 
and thorium. The tailings piles have since been moved to 
a "disposal cell" 45 miles east ofRiverton, Wyoming. The 
DOE decided on what it calls ''the flushing strategy" to 
deal with the remaining on-site contamination. Flushing 
translates into doing nothing and letting nature take its 
course over the next hundred plus years. 

Floods hit the reservation in 2010. Contamination lev
els were recorded as high as 100 times the maximum con
sidered safe. "In September after the flood last year, we 
had the highest levels [of uranium] ever measured in the 
lake: .522 milligrams per liter (mg!L)," says David Haire, 
a consultant and water-quality scientist with the Wind 
River Environmental Quality Commission. "The EPA's 
maximum contaminant level for uranium is .03 mg!L -
so that's several orders of magnitude over the maximum 
contaminant level for the Safe Drinking Water Act." Lo
cals say the DOE neglected to inform residents of the seri
ous levels of radiation for fear of panic, a claim the DOE 
refutes. Soil and water will be tested in June and in No
vember from now on. The DOE provided an alternative 
drinking water supply for some residents but in spite of the 
measure, a large plume of radiation tainted the water in the 
replacement well. 

Congress passed the Uranium Mill Tailings Radia
tion Control Act in 1978. According to tribal officials, 
the DOE, EPA, Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Indian 
Health Service, USGS, Bureau of Indian Affairs, U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service, Bureau of Reclamation and other 
fedef4ll agencies are involved in investigating the problem. 

To make matters worse for the folks of Wind River, 
natural gas hydraulic fracturing, or fracking, near Pavil
lion, Wyoming is now adding to the carcinogens on the 
Reservation. Fracking involves pumping chemicals into 
the ground at high pressure to push out natural gas. Frack
ing companies claim the list of chemicals used is a ''trade 
secret" and not subject to disclosure, but some known to 
be cancer-causing agents, like benzene, xylenes and tolu
ene, have been identified. In 20 l 0, residents were warned 
"Don't Drink the Water!" and were told that off-gassing in 
tap water could cause an explosion. 

The EPA is studying the impact of fracking, and on 
Dec. 8 last year released a draft report linking fracking to 
water contamination. The complete report is due out later 
this year. Encana Oil & Gas, Noble Energy and Conoco 
Phillips have turned the Pavillion area into drilling fields 
with 200 gas wells. Ninety percent of natural gas extrac
tion is done through fracking. - BU 

- Indian Country, Jan. 19 & MintPrcss, Feb. 7, 20 12; NPR. 
Dec. 8; Glenwood Springs Post Independent, Dec. 9; Natural 
News, Dec. 14; Department of Energy, Dec. 15, 2011; Mother 
Earth Journal, Sept 15,2010 
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Villagers Fight Radwaste 
Dump At King's Cliffe 

So far the score is Corporation: One; townfolk: Zero. 
A struggle being waged by the 1,100 villagers of King's 
Cliffe, two hours north of London, is being heard in court 
and in the streets. The legal battle began with Augean-a 
company managing a waste site at King's Cliffe - peti
tioned in 2009· to dump radioactive waste. In a referendum 
on the petition, 98 percent voted No. The Northamptonshire 
County Council refused to give Augean permission to dump 
radioactive waste in the landfill. The Council's decision was 
overturned by the Secretary of State at a public inquiry in 
November. Residents of King's Cliffe appealed and lost, so 
dump opponents intend to appeal to the Supreme Court. 

The Augean Northants Resource Management Facility 
on Stamford Road has already turned into a low-level ra
dioactive waste dump. 

Residents have formed the King's Cliffe Waste Watch
ers and they're asking for help to prevent more dumping 
of radioactive waste from Britain's nuclear facilities and 
factories. Britain's decomrnissioned reactors; a powdered 
watch dial paint business and a flint factory that contami
nated soil are among the waste generators. 

Augean announced on Jan. 5 that radioactive waste 
had already been deposited. The 
company at one point decided to 
refrain from importing radwaste 
until court proceedings were ex
hausted, but that announcement 
was later rescinded. A judge in a 
Jan. 17 bearing refused to grant 
an order barring further dump
ing. Dump opponents previously 

dropped a motion for an injunction to prevent radioactive 
waste from entering the site. Communities minister Eric 
Pickles said in a May interview with BBC that he bad ac
cepted expert advice that it ' 'would not be harmful to the 
local community." The company claimed it could always 
dig up the waste later. 

The campaign to prevent the dangerous waste from im
port has been gaining strength as Augean wins in court. 
Protesters have petitioned, marched and have now begun 
blockades of the site using barrels filled with concrete and 
lock downs to prevent workers from entering the site. Six 
people were arrested Dec. 2 and charged with aggravated 
trespass, warned and released. Police have requested that 
Augean keep its schedule of shipments secret - BU 

- RuJiand nmes, Feb. 2; Rut/and & Stamford Mercury, Jan. 
10; BBC, Jan. 9 & 18,2012 & Dec. 2 & 19, 2011; Evening Tele
graph, Dec. 3, 2011 

The arrest marked the fifteenth time since 2005 that 
women of the group have acted to shut down Vermont 
Yankee either at the reactor itself or at Entergy headquar
ters in Brattleboro. During a silent procession at Vermont 
Yankee Jan. 18 before the arrests, the women- who wore 
black clothing and donned white death masks - partici
pated in a walking meditation while remembering friends, 
family and all who have died from or are suffering with 
cancer caused by radioactive emissions. 

Although Vermont's appeal of Judge Murtha's ruling 
will not be addressed by the appeals court for a couple 
of months, the ramifications of the decision are frighten
ing: If upheld, it would solidify the power of the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission and put the agency out of reach of 
the courts, the states and the interests of the public - all 
of which are put at risk by the hazards inherent in nuclear 
power. 

Intrusions Show French 
Reactors Unprotected 
Greenpeace activists carried out predawn interven

tions at French nuclear reactor sites last Dec. 5, highlight
ing the vulnerability of their so-called security systems. 
Some incursions were thwarted, others not. At least five 
actions took place simultaneously. In one case nine intrud
ers trumped the guards at the Nogent-sur-Seine reactor, 60 
miles south of Paris, by cutting a perimeter fence to gain 
entry. From there, Greenpeace announced to the media 
that other reactor sites were being occupied and that the 
group was timing.security to see how long it would take 
to find the intruders. Electricite de France reported that all 
but two were quickly arrested. The banner bung at Nogent
sur-Seine read, "Safe nuclear power does not exist" and 
the containment dome was decorated with an exclamation 
point in paint. In the wake of Fukushima, France is con
ducting what it calls a safety review of its reactors. 

French President Nicholas Sarkozy called the actions 
'<rather irresponsible," but according to the Associated 
Press some French officials acknowledged they bad an 
impact. Industry Minister Eric Besson blamed security 
"dysfunction" and said "appropriate measures needed to 
be taken." Interior minister Claude Gueant scheduled an 
emergency meeting to review the situation. 

Nuclear policy is expected to play a major role in this 
year 's elections. The Socialist Party wants to see a reduc
tion in France's 75 percent -dependency on nuclear elec
tricity, a policy Sarkozy calls folly by claiming it would 
threaten up to 100,000 jobs. He neglected to address con
cerns raised by Greenpeace: potential plane crashes, com
puter viruses or chemical explosions caused by human or 
mechanical error. - BU - London Telegraph, France 24 1V, 
Associated Press, & Agence France Presse, Dec. 5, 2011 
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NUCLEAR SHORTS 
Deer Meat Bombed Even Without War 

OAK RIDGE, Tennessee - News of radioactive deer 
killed around the Oak Ridge nuclear weapons factory in 
Tennessee during the 2011 hunting season shouldn't come 
as a surprise. Of321 deer tested, three were contaminated 
with enough strontium-90 in their bones or cesium-137 in 
their muscle to move lab officials to confiscate the venison. 
The deer were sent for radioactive waste disposal. Approxi
mately two percent of the Oak Ridge herd is too hot to eat. 
Since the mid-1980s, 200 deer have been confiscated. 

Radioactive animals have been registered at numerous 
nuclear weapo~ production sites in the U.S., including 
Hanford, Washmgton, Brookhaven National Lab in New 
York and Savannah River Site in Georgia. 

The Deparbnent of Energy says it tests animals " ... to 
provide assurance that harvested animals do not contain 
!evels of radionuclides which would result in significant 
mternal exposure to humans consuriling meat.. .. " Al
though a white tailed deer's home range is less than one 
~quare mile, contaminated deer harvested beyond the test
mg areas pose a hazard. - Knoxville News Sentinel, Nov. 27, 
2011; New York 1imes, March 28, 1999; Oak Ridge National 
Laboratory, Standard Analytical Method, Nov. 10,2005 

15,000 Pieces of Radioactive Trash Dumped in 7 Seas 

~OS~OW, Russi.a ---: Last ~cernber Russia divulged 
1ts estimate of radioactive matenals dumped or lost in the 
Baltic, Barents, White, Kara and Black Seas and the Seas 
?f Okhotsk and Japan. It says roughly 25,000 items rang
mg from entire submarines to vaguely defined waste "sol
ids:; were disposed. Russia's Emergencies Ministry (EM) 
cla11DS that most of the items rest in approximately 1,600 
feet of water. Besides whole nuclear powered submarines, 
an undisclosed number of radioisotope power units or bat
teries - containing strontium-90 or plutonium ~ were 
sunk near Sakhalin Island on Russia's east coast, 800 miles 
north of Japan. "Should a major threat to the environment 
and people arise then the state will take effective measures 
to eliminate it," said Oleg Kumetsov of the EM. Russia 
has used at least 1,000 of the hazardous isotope-powered 
batteries in lighthouses and navigation equipment, and the 
materials remain dangerous for tens of thousands of years. 

- RIA Novosti, UPI & The 1imes of India, Dec. 26, 2011; 
Bellona,Nov.24,2003 

Greenpeace, Hacked Fr. by Spies, Wins Settlement 

PARIS, France -Two former security personnel from the 
giant Paris-based electricity conglomerate EDF Group, and 
an employee of the detective agency Kargus Consultants 
which is run by a former member of France's secret ser~ 
vice, received three years in prison for spying on Green
peace. France's practice of domestic sabotage is notorious 
for the deadly secret ser
vice bombing of Green
peace's flagship Rain
bow Warrior 27 years 
ago. In the recent case, 
the corporate spies also 
received 2-year suspend
ed sentences and fines 
for their part in hacking 
into Greenpeace computers. EDF was fined almost $2 mil
lion for complicity in concealing stolen documents and in
truding on a computer network from which they stole 1,400 
Greenpeace documents and planted a computer virus that 
allowed access to emails and other data. Greenpeace was 
a~arded $654,000 in damages. EDF Group is the world's 
b1ggest nuclear power supplier, and it owns British Energy. 
EDF has reportedly been spying on the nuclear-free move
ment since 2004 and is currently building new reactors in 
Finland, France and China. - Guardian, Nov. 1 0; Huffington 
Post, & the Independent, Nov. 11; Nuclear Enmneerina Nov. 14 
2011 .,. "'' ' 

Jellyfish Still Clogging Reactor Coolant Intakes 

ST. LUCIE, Florida- Last August 22, thousands of moon 
jellyfish, some the size of dinner plates, swarmed the St. 
Lucie reactor in southeastern Florida. They clogged its 
intake screens and increased pressure in cooling water 
p~ps shutting o~the reactor for two days. In the process, 
the Jellyfish also killed between 50 and 75 goliath grouper, 
a fish on the "prohibited" list, that populate the reactors' 
intake canals. Severed moon tentacles attached to grouper 
gills and caused the deaths of the 200-to-800-pound fish. 
It took two weeks to complete the cleanup of the jellyfish. 
The shutdown exposed a pump leak in need of repair. 

Biologists from Inwater Research Group, a nonprofit 
that oversees a turtle protection program at St. Lucie 
poured white vinegar on the gills of the giant groupers ~ 
an attempt to save them. Ten fish were rescued before div
ers were forced out of the water after being stung. 

Moon jellyfish have previously shutdown reactors in 
Israel, Japan, Scotland and California. 

- South Florida Sun-Sentinel, Aug. 17; Palm Beach Post & 
Huffington Post, Dec. 8; & Miami Herald, Dec. 12,2011 

Japanese Say 'No' to Nuclear Power 

TOKYO, Japan- No society on Earth knows the horrors 
of nuclear weapons and power better than the Japanese. So 
when more than 5 million people demand an end to nuclear 
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~nergy in.the nation, e~eryone everywhere should be pay
mg attent10n. Nobel Prize laureate in literature, Kenzaburo 
Oe and Satoshi Kamata, and seven other notable founders 
of the "Sayonara Nuclear Power Plants" campaign held 
a news conference in Tokyo on Feb. 8, saying that Japan 
has an ethical responsibility to renounce nuclear energy. A 
collection of groups and individuals organized rallies for 
Feb. 11 in which thousands of people gathered to protest 
~ea~tor res~. The campaign is circulating petitions say
mg 'there 1s no nuclear energy that is safe" and while over 
5 million signatures have been gathered, they have a goal 
of getting the names of 10 million supporters for deliv
ery to the Prime Minister. Petitioners are hoping to get a 
nuclear energy referendums on the ballot of Japan's two 
largest cities. Many more protests world-wide are being 
scheduled for March 11, the one-year commemoration of 
the Fukushima catastrophe. Join in making the world-wide 
nuclear-free message even stronger. Look for an event in 
your area and attend.- Mainichi Daily & Bloomberg News, 
Feb. 8; ISTOCKAnalyst, Feb. 11,2012 

Mysterious Growth in Radioactive Waste Pool 

SAVANNAH RIVE~ SC- Deep beneath the surface of 
the radioactive waste cooling pool, scientists at the federal 
Savannah River Site in South Carolina have discovered 
something unsettling- a white stringy substance growing 
around the waste fuel assemblies. Described as a growth 
of cob-web-like material, the scientists speculate that it 
ma~ ~~act be. ''biological ~nature." Whatever it may 
?e· 1t 1s llDpervlOUS to the rad1ation. According to a story 
m the Augusta Chronicle the Defense Nuclear Facilities 
Safety Board's report states, "I don't know what's more 
intriguing, the fact that the "growth" resembles a spider 
web, the fact that it may be biological in nature, or the 
fact that (even after collecting a sample of the stuff) we 
still don't know what it is or where it came from." It could 
be an unidentified species of"extremophile"- an organ
ism t!t~t can thrive in physically or geochemically extreme 
condit10ns that destroy most life forms. Scientists have 
even speculated that earth's life began under such extreme 
conditions in a hot pool of''primordial soup." 

-National Security News Service, Feb. 9; and ABC News, 
Feb. 11, 2012; Augusta Chronicle, Dec. 16,2011 

Dounreay Beach Deemed 'Significantly' Contaminated 

c.~ss, Sc~tland- On Feb. 14, an officially "sig
nificant hot particle was retrieved from the Sandside 
beach, two miles from the Dounreay Nuclear facility in 
Scotland. According to a fact sheet by Dounreay clean-up 
contractor DSRL, the significant particle has radioactiv
ity greater than a million becquerels (Bq) of cesium-137 
whi~h creates visible effects within a few hours if kept in 
stationary contact with skin and serious ulceration after 
1-2 weeks. Although DSRL has retrieved 208 hot particles 
from the beach so far, it remains open to the public. DSRL 
considers the beach safe for public use citing that ''the 
probability of the most frequent beach-users at Sandside 
coming into contact with a relevant particle is one in 80 
million." Initial testing showed that the particle contained 
cesium-137, niobium-94, the high beta dose rate is proba
bly coming from strontium-90 which exhibited readings of 
1 to 2 million Bq's. The Scottish Environment Protection 
Agency (SEPA) was informed of the find and a spokes
man declared, "This latest find does not alter SEPA's view 
that public access to the beach should continue, given the 
current level of monitoring carried out and the number of 
finds to date." The search for hot particles is part of an on
going cleanup linked to reprocessing of nuclear fuel rods at 
Dounreay during the 1960s and 1970s. Waste was flushed 
into the sea through a liquid discharge pipe. Note to Scot
tish beachgoers: Don't forget to pack a Geiger counter into 
your beach bag.-Nuclear Engineering International, Feb. 23, 
and The Scotsman, Feb. 21, 2012 

Fracking Earthquakes & Underground Tritium Leaks 

GASLAND, USA - The controversial, pollution-inten
sive practice of natural gas extraction known as hydraulic 
fracking and the injection of wells with tons of waste liq
uids have been linked to a recent rash of earthquakes. In 
Ohio there have been nine earthquakes in as many months, 
and a January 2012 article in Scientific American reports 
~t ~e quakes are directly linked to the state's fracking 
mJection wells. As a result, the Ohio Department of Nat
ural Resources shut down the hydrofracking wells. Any 
connection to the 30-foot hairline crack recently found in 
the concrete containment building of Ohio's Davis-Besse 
reactor is speculative, but manrnade earthquakes and aging 
decrepit reactors are a recipe for disaster and another rea
son for the precautionary shutdown of the nuclear complex. 

Last June, an Associated Press investigative report found 
that 48 out of 65 U.S. commercial nuclear power stations 
are leaking radioactive tritium. At least 37 of those leaks 
affecte~ ~oundwater in concentrations exceeding the fed
eral drinking water standard. Such leaks have become in
~ingly frequent in the last five years due largely to aging 
p1pes weakened by decades of corrosion. What then would 
be the effect of earthquakes on these degraded pipes? At
lantic J!'ire interviewed workers at Japan's earthquake- and 
tsunam1-damaged Fukushima Daiichi reactor 1 who said 
they witnessed serious damage to pipes even before the 

tsunami hit. And the Nuclear Regulatory Commission has 
acknowledged that "at least 27 of the country's nuclear re
actors have a known earthquake hazard that is greater than 
the reactor is built to withstand," AI Jazeera reported in Feb. 
-AI Jazeera, Feb. 26; Scientific American, Jan. 4, 2012; New York 
1imes, Nov. 9;Atlantic Wue, July 2; andAP, June 21,2011 

Getting Started on Wind-Powered 'Supergrid' 

ULAN BA TOR, Mongolia- Salkhit is 40 miles southeast 
ofUlan Bator, the capitol city of Mongolia. The name ap
propria~ely means "windy mountain" in Mongolian, which 
makes lt the perfect spot for the country's first wind farm 
- a 50-megawatt installation that will provide 5 percent 
of ~e country's electricity for a cost of $120 million. Bay
anJargal Byambasaikhan, the chief executive of the invest
ment firm Newcom which holds the leading interest in the 
wind project, hopes to establish Mongolia as the center 
of an ~sian ''renewable energy supergrid'' supplying Rus
sia, Chma, the Koreas and Japan. Mongolia is well known 
for vast coal reserves, but in the words ofByambasaikhan, 
•'People always explain to me that 80 percent of our ter
ritory is covered with coal. Well, yes, but 100 percent is 
covered with wind. I beat you on that one." - New York 
1imes, Feb. 22, 2012; www.energybiz.com, Nov. 17,2011 

Landfill Methane Put to Work 

~XI CO CITY, Mexico- What can you do with 79 mil
lion tons of garbage dumped onto a 927-acre site? You can 
make electricity. That's the plan for Bordo Poniente, a re
~ently closed landfill near Mexico City. As organic matter 
!D a landtill decomposes it creates a mixture of methane 
~dioxide and water vapor. Bordo Poiliente is respon~ 
s1ble for 20 percent of Mexico City's heat-trapping, green
house gas emissions. Trapping and utilizing the ''waste 
methane gas" to power electric generators will keep two 
millio~ tons of carbon dioxide out of the atmosphere while 
supplymg up to 35,000 households with electricity. 

-New York1imes, Feb. 17, 2012; BBC, Dec. 19,2011 

FaDed Reactor Declared $1.3 Billion Museum Piece 

MANILA- A completed-but-never-fueled nuclear reac
tor in the Philippines, 62 miles west of Manila, has been 
turned into a tourist attraction. Although the Bataan Nu
clear Power station's cost ballooned from a fraudulent es
ti.mate of $1.2 billi~n .to $2.3 billion, it never produced a 
smgle watt of electricity. Construction started in 1976 but 
was halted in 1979 with the partial meltdown and near ex
plosio~ of Three Mile Island in Pennsylvania. It was com
pleted m 1984 and almost became the first operating reac
tor in Southeast Asia. But just as imported fuel rods were 
prepared for loading in 1986, the Chernobyl catastrophe 
moved then President Corazon Aquino to shut the project 
down. For decades critics have assailed the prospect of the 
reactor's start-up because of its proximity to major earth
quake fault lines and to Mount Pinatubo, which produced 
a colossal eruption June 15, 1991. The Philippine govern
ment sued the reactor's builder, Westinghouse, in 1993 
for overpricing and bribery, but a U.S. court dismissed 
!he case. Last year, after two decades of lobbying by the 
mdustry brought the reactor close to being resurrected, an
other disaster, Fukushima, again smashed the hopes of any 
resuscitation, and President Benigno Aquino has publicly 
spoken out against it. -New York 1imes, Feb. 14, 2012; New 
Scientist, July 24, 1993 
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Fukushima Radiation Disaster One Year On 
By John LaForge 

It's been a year since the reactor meltdowns and cata
strophic radiation releases from Japan's Fukushima Dai
ichi nuclear reactor complex, and news of their far-reach
ing consequences still makes headlines the world over. 

Radioactive hot spots are stHI being discovered far be
yond the official 13-mile "exclusion" and 18-mile "cau
tionary'' zones surrounding the 6-reactor complex. 

Recalculated estimates of massive radiation releases are 
repeatedly doubled, tripled or quadrupled. The National 
Science Foundation has said, "The release of radioactivity 
from Fukushlma - both as atmospheric fallout and direct 
discharges to the ocean - represents the largest accidental 
release of radiation to the ocean in history." 

The list of radioactively contaminated foods, waters, 
soils, vegetation and export goods continues to grow 
longer and allowable contamination rates appear wildly 
arbitrary. For example, the government intends in April 
to lower its allowable level of cesium in milk to 50 bec
querels per kilogram from the 200 Bq/Kg that is permit
ted now. Evidently, an amount of contamination deemed 
permissible for both robust and vulnerable populations for 
the past year, will become four times too dangerous to con
sume - on April Fool's Day. 

Unprecedented and seemingly chaotic efforts to limit 
the spread of radiation are announced every few days. 
Contaminated topsoil and detritus from the forest are to 
be placed in metal boxes which may be stored "temporar
ily" in wooded areas. A plasticized wind barrier may be 
placed like a giant tent over the entire Fukushima Daiichi 
complex to retard further release of radiation to the air. The 
Tokyo Electric Power Co. (Tepco) began in March pour
ing tons of concrete from ships onto the seabed outside 
the destroyed reactors in an attempt to slow the spread of 
radionuclides that were dumped into the sea in the panicky 
early days of the crisis. 

Broadly accepted but faulty government explanations 
for the meltdowns leave 400 reactors operating worldwide 
vulnerable to similar failures of emergency generators. 

Tepco is still dumping hundreds of thousands of gal
lons of water on the three uncontrolled reactors, and the 
waste fuel pool of reactor 4, all with extremely hot and 
ferociously radioactive fuel wreckage at the bottom of 
what used to be called "containments." The unprecedented 
earthquake turned them into cracked and leaking sieves that 
are still vulnerable to Japan's daily earthquakes. 

A selective review of the news is all that space allows: 
J uly 12-18: Beef contaminated, consumed, banned 
Beef contaminated with cesium was sold at markets 

before a ban and recaU was issued. Tests on straw at a 
farm in Koriyama city in Fukushima prefecture showed 
cesium levels as high as 378 times the legal contamination 
set by the government. Tokyo's metropolitan government 
said high levels of radioactive cesium, nearly five times 
the government-set limit, were detected in meat from a cow 
shipped to a packing plant in Tokyo from a farm in Koriyama. 

Sept. 9: Japanese triple release estimate 
The Japan Atomic Energy Agency reported that radio

active cesium-137 and iodine-131 released into the Pacific 
Ocean by Fukushima 's operators between March 21 and 
April 30 amounted to 15,000 trillion becquerels, or "tera
becquerels" - more than triple the amount ( 4, 720 terabec
querels) earlier estimated by Tepco. (See chart at end) 

Oct 2: Plutonium far beyond evacuation zone 
Plutonium, was been detected 24.8 miles from Fuku

shima Daiichi according to government researcher. The 
official exclusion zone is only 12.4 miles. 

Oct 15: Hot spots in Tokyo 
Independent citizens groups found 20 radioactive "hot 

spots" inside Tokyo, 150 miles from the disaster zone, 
contaminated with cesium as heavily as parts of the exclu
sion zone around Chemobyl, in Ukraine, site of a similar 
radiation disaster in 1986. Kiyoshi Toda, a radiation expert 
and medical doctor at Nagasaki University told the New 
York Times, "Radioactive substances are entering people's 
bodies from the air, from the food. It 's everywhere." 

Oct. 27: Worst oceanic contamination ever recorded 
France's Institute for Radiological Protection and Nu

clear Safety reported that the amount of cesium-137 dis
persed to the Pacific Ocean was the greatest single radioac
tive contamination of the sea "ever observed." The institute 
estimated that 27 "petabecquerels" (27 million billion bec
querels) ofcesium-137 poured into the sea. This is equal to 
a staggering 729,000 curies. 

Nov. 17: Sale of contaminated rice banned 
The sale of rice from 154 farms in Fukushima Prefecture 

was banned after it was found contaminated with cesiwn ex
ceeding government limits. The same week, the journal of the 
National Academy of Sciences said that levels of cesiwn in 
the region's soil would "severely impair" food production in 
all of eastern Fukushima and even neigh boring areas. 

Nov. 26: Cesium in fallout feU all over Japan 
Radioactive cesium dispersed by Fukushima feU over 

the entire territory ofHonshu, Japan's largest and most heav
ily popuJated island, the major daily Asahi Shimbun reported. 

Dec. 6: Cesium in baby food on shelves 7 months 
The giant food company Neji Holdings announced 

the recall of 400,000 cans of its powdered baby milk for
mula after it was found poisoned with cesium-137 and 
cesium-134. Packaged in April, toward the end of Fuku-

4 - Nukewatch Quarterly 

shima's worst radiation releases, the baby food was dis
tributed mostly in May and could have been repeatedly 
consumed by infants for seven months. 

Dec. 12: Tokyo schoolyard's 9-month cesium hazard 
The concentration of cesium found in a Tokyo school

yard, 150 miles from Fukushima was over 10 times the 
government-established level requiring disposal. From 
April to December, highly contaminated tarps were evi
dently left in an heap beside the school's gym. The Envi
ronment Ministry gave official permission to incinerate the 
covers, but tons of radioactively contaminated incinerator 
ash has caused broad public protest because of objections 
to its being disposed of in forested areas. 

Dec. 12: Sea contamination 50 million times normal 
A study by the Woods Hole Oceanographic Society 

published in Environmental Science & Technology found 
that concentrations of cesium-137 at Fukushima's dis
charge points to the sea peaked at more than 50 million 
times expected levels. Concentrations 18 miles offshore 
were higher than those measured in the ocean after the 
Chemobyl reactor accident 26 years ago. Lead author and 
Woods Hole senior scientist Ken Buesseler told Forbes, 
"We don't know how this might affect benthic [bottom 
dwelling and subsurface] marine life, and with a half-life 
of 30 years, any cesium-137 accumulating in sediments or 
groundwater could be a concern for decades to come." 

Dec. 19: Up to 14,000 U.S. deaths linked to fallout 
The peer reviewed International Journal of Health Ser

vices reported that as many as 14,000 excess deaths in the 
United States appear linked to radioactive fallout from Fu
kushima. The rise in reported deaths after March 1 7 was 
largest among U.S. infants under age one. The 2010-2011 
increase for infant deaths in the spring was 1.8 percent, 
compared to a decrease of8.37 percent in the preceding 14 
weeks. The study by Josepb Mangano and Janette Sher
man, using data from the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention's weekly reports, was the first on Fukushima 
health hazards to be published in a scientific journal. 

Feb. 11: Scouring fallout from 8,000 square miles 
The New York 11mes reported in its business section 

that Japan intends to "rehabilitate" a total of over 8,000 
square miles - an area nearly as big as New Jersey. 

Feb. 26: One-quarter of U.S. reactors can't survive 
likely quakes 

The Nuclear Regulatory Commission reported that 27 
of I 04 operating reactors in the United States face current 
earthquake magnitude predictions more powerful than the 
reactors were designed and built to withstand. 

Feb. 28: Cesium limits for rice will not be enforced 
The government said farmers would be allowed to plant 

rice on land with cesium contamination above the new I 00 
becquerels-per-kilogram limit for crop land which takes ef
fect in April. Japan arbitrarily set a contamination limit of 
500-Bq/Kg after last year's massive radiation releases. 

2011: Emergency generators not designed to work 
The official explanation for Fukushima's loss-of-coolant 

and radiation releases is that back-up diesel generators were 

An area far beyond the official 18-mile restriction 
zone around Fukushima has been declared in need of 
decontamination. Besides power washing urban areas, 
this will involve removing about 2 inches of topsoil from 
local farms as weD ns dead leaves and other debris from 
radiation-laden forest Ooors. The gover nment has an
nounced it intends to clear about 934 square miles of 
soil - an area larger than greater Tokyo (above). "So 
far, nobody has any idea where any contaminated soil 
will be dumped," reported The Economist, in "Hot spots 
and blind spots: the mounting human costs of Japan•s 
nuclear disaster," Oct. 8, 2011. 

wrecked by the March ll tsunami. In his Nov. 2011 book, 
Vulture s Picnic (Dutton), Greg Palast smashes this theory
and highlights U.S. vulnerability- writing that the diesels 
may have destroyed themselves just by being turned on. 

Noting that aerial photos show that buildings housing 
the diesels were not wrecked, Palast recounts that 20 years 
ago he and diesel expert R. D. Jacobs suspected problems 
with the diesels proposed for New York's Shoreham re
actor. They forced the builder to test its three generators 
under emergency conditions. One after another, all three 
failed when their crankshafts snapped. The diesels were 
"designed or even taken from, cruise ship engine rooms or 
old locomotives." They need 30 minutes to warm up and 
time to build crankshaft speed, before adding the "load" 
of the generator. In a nuclear emergency, "the diesels have 
to go from stationary to taking a full load in less than ten 
seconds," Jacobs said. Palast asked, "You're saying emer
gency diesels can't work in an emergency?'' to which Ja
cobs answered, "Actually, they're just not designed for it" 

-New uports: "Lessons f rom Fukushinul," Feb. 2012, by Green
puce; 111UI "FIIblslfbu In rmew: A compTa illstZStu, tl illsllStrous 
response," Much 2012, by the BMIIdin of the Atomic Scunlists. 

1 becquerel - 1 atomic disintegration per second 
37 billion becquerels - I curie 
1 trillion becquerels 1 1 terabecquerel) = 27 curies 
I million billion becquerels 1 l petabecquerel) ~ 

27.000 curies 

Solar Flares Putting 650 Reactors at Risk 
By Bonnie Urfer 

Solar flares or Coronal Mass Ejections (CME) are gi
ant bursts of charged plasma that erupt from the surface 
of the sun sending geomagnetic storms in all directions. 
Two such solar storms have hit the Earth in modern times, 
one in 1859 and another in 1921. The U.S. goverrunent 
has studied the impact of power grid interruptions caused 
by the electromagnetic pulse of nuclear weapons detona
tions, and the same dire consequences come with CME 
disturbances according to nwnerous researchers including 
Metatech Corporation, the National Oceanic and Atmo
spheric Administration (NOAA), NASA and Stonn Anal
ysis Consultants. Nuclear reactors depend on a constant 
supply of off-site or back up electricity to keep fuel rods 
in the core and used fuel in pools cool in the event of a 
shutdown. Reactor operators are required to keep a week's 
supply of fuel on hand. Current Nuclear Regulatory Com
mission projections for solar flare damage say the grid 
could be knocked out for years. 

The 1921 solar storm interrupted telegraph and power 
lines and even caused fires in electrical equipment. Sim
ply put, large solar flares have the potential to overwhelm 
transformers and cause them to explode. Predictions made 
by the congressionally-mandated Electromagnetic Pulse 
(EMP) Commission study are that with a solar storm 
equivalent to the 1921 flares, the geomagnetic disturbanc
es (GMD) would fry more than 350 extra high voltage 
power transformers in the U.S. and maybe 2,000 of the 
units around the world with a 33-percent chance of long
term power loss. 

According to the Huffington Post, if a 192 J -size stonn 
occurred today, we'd see nuclear reactor meltdowns 
around the world. Our electrical systems today are much 
more vulnerable than the robust gear of 100 years ago. A 
1989 solar storm shut down HydroQuebec's grid in Cana
da for nine hours. 

Some scientists say an extreme GMD could be the end 
of life as we know it primarily because we collectively 
have 440 nuclear reactors and another 250 ''research reac
tors" dependent on the power grid. The North American 

power system is comprised of more than 200,000 miles of 
high-voltage transmission lines, thousands of power gen
erators and millions of digital controls -all vulnerable to 
EMP. Solar flares could cause the immediate loss of light
ing and electric appliances, the supply of food, water, and 
fuel supplies. Cell phone use, intemet access and televi
sion would cease. The economy would virtually shut down 
as e!ectronic transactions could no longer be processed. 
After several days, widespread social unrest and confusion 
would ensue. Fuel-based transportation could end because 
oil and gas production and delivery would collapse. 

NASA and NOAA have warned that solar flare events 
are entering a particularly active period. It's not just nucle
ar reactors that will be affected, but satellites that service 
GPS systems, phones and other communications. Air traf
fic and communications would of course shutdown. Un
precedented chaos is forecast by some federal analysts. 

A myriad of agencies are working on or being encour
aged to address the problem of an unprotected interna
tional grid: the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, 
Homeland Security, tlte Department of Energy, the Depart
ment of Defense, the Department of Health and Human 
Services, the Center for Disease Control, NOAA, NASA, 
Federal Emergency Management Agency, NASA, the Na
tional Science Foundation, the Institute of Electrical and 
Electronics Engineers and all branches of the military, to 
name just a few. And it's not just solar flares they are con
cerned about. Cyber attacks, nuclear detonations and even 
pandemics are cause for concern. 

The most effective precaution against massive extinc
tions caused by a giant flare is to shut down all the reactors. 
It's the only way to protect them from earthquakes, floods, 
pandemics, terrorist attacks, nuclear bombs or the sun. 

- Huffington Post, Jan. 13; Canadian Nuclear Safety Com
mission, Jan. 24, 2012; Natural News, Sept. 13; International 
Business 1imes, Aug. 8, San Francisco Examiner, Aug. 19; NBC 
Bay Area, Aug. 20; and New York Times, Aug. 26, 2011; NERC 
& DOE, "High-lmpact, Low-Frequency Event Risk to the North 
American Bulk Power System," June 2Ql0; Report of the Com
mission to Assess the Threat to the United States from Electro
magnetic Pulse (EMP) Attack, Volume 1, 2004 
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The Danger of CT Scans 

The Leading Cause of Breast Cancer? 
'Doomsday 

• • Clock'~oves 
• '- For the first time since 2007, the hands 

Profiteers in the medical CT scan business took a big 
hit recently from a major new government report on the 
causes of breast cancer. 

Published last December by the Institute of Medicine 
(IOM), the health arm of the National Academy of Sci
ences, the exhaustive analysis found that medical radia
tion, particularly the large radiation doses delivered by CT 
scans, is the foremost identifiable cause of breast cancer.1 

Almost 230,480 new cases of breast cancer will be di
agnosed this year in the United States, and about 40,000 
women will die of the disease, roughly one out of every 
3,875 women. 

The new Institute of Medicine report probably doesn't 
sit well with the industry, hospitals and clinics that make 
so many millions of dollars selling and over-using CT ma
chines. The authors suggest that women avoid ''unneces
sary" or "inappropriate" medical radiation, a thinly veiled 
criticism of the industry that will give you a CT scan for a 
tooth ache if you don't object to it. 

In 1980, there were 3 million CT scans petformed in 
this country. The number rose to 62 million in 2006,2 to 
about 70 million by 2007,3 and, according to NBC, to 72 
million this year. 4 It's a growth industry that doesn't care if 
it promotes tumor growth. 

The IOM committee made several suggestions for pre
ventive actions that women can take, and the very first one 
is to "avoid inappropriate medical radiation exposure." In 
the "Question & Answer" section of the IOM analysis on
line, the authors recommend "Avoiding medical radiation 
and hormone therapy, unless they are medically necessary 
.is a good idea." ' 

This suggestion has a vexing corollary since so-called 
mammography is just a lower dose of X-radiation given 
directly to breast tissue. Yet the new IOM study's authors 
say in a footnote, "While recognizing the risks of ioniz
ing radiation exposure, particularly for certain higher-dose 
methods (such as CT scans), it is not the committee's intent 
to dissuade women from routine mammography screen
ing." Yet the advisability of mammography has been under 
attack ever since the British medical journal The Lancet in 
Oct. 2006 reported on a study by Dr. Peter Gotzsche that 
found they produced no health benefits. The late Dr. John 
Goftnan argued for his entire career that X-rays caused 

more breast cancer than they detect, a position defended 
at length by Dr. Samuel Epstein in his book The Politics of 
Cancer. 

CT Scans may cause 29,000 cancers and 
15,000 cancer deaths every year 

NBC News said in 2009 that each whole-body CT scan 
can deliver as much radiation in 10 minutes as 440 chest 
X-rays.5 

The IOM's authoritative warning against CT scans has 
to be considered in view of a 2009 study led by the Na
tional Cancer Institute which showed that CT scans ad
ministered in the year 2007 alone may have contributed to 
29,000 new cancer cases and nearly 15,000 cancer deaths 
in the United States. NBC News noted the report in its 
Dec. 14, 2009 broadcast under the headline, "15,000 will 
die from CT scans done in 1 year."6 

Dr. Rita Redberg, University of California San Fran
cisco, told NBC, "We're getting a lot of radiation from CT 
scans, there's a lot of variability in the radiation that we're 
getting from different types of CT scans, and there are a lot 
of excess cancers.''7 

In view of the license to kill that CT scanners seem to 
have been given, patients considering medical radiation 
have to ask themselves Dirty Harry's famous question, 
"Do I feel lucky?" 

• ~ of the Doomsday Clock - a meta-
phoric time piece set up by the maga
zine Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists 

- have been moved forward. According to the new set
ting we are now five minutes from "midnight.'' The di
saster in Fukushima was only one of the factors used to 
determine the forward movement. Heartened by some 
progress in warhead reductions, the clock was set back 
one minute in 2010. Sadly, that optimism was premature. 
Lawrence Krauss, eo-chair of Bulletin :SO Board of Spon
sors believes that world leaders have dropped the ball and 
has said, "Faced with clear and present dangers of nuclear 
proliferation and climate change, and the need to find sus
tainable and safe sources of energy, world leaders are fail
ing to change business as usual." One of the board's key 
recommendations is ratification by the U.S. and China of 
the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty. Five minutes is not 
much time to work with. In the words of Allison Macfar
lane, chair of the Bulletin :SO Science and Security Board, 
"The global community may be near a point of no return 
in efforts to prevent catastrophe from changes in Earth's 
atmosphere." -TJ- Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, Jan. 10; 
Washington Post, Jan. 10,2012 

Port Hope(less), Ontario 
- A version of this article was p11blished earlier at By Kevin Kamps 

Co11nterPRnch, CommonDreams and Tr11thOIII. -JL I was honored to recently serve as an expert witness 
Notes for Families Against Radiation Exposure in Port Hope, 

1 The New York Times, "Panel Finds Few Environmental Ontario, in the Canadian Nuclear Safety (sic) Commis
Links to Breast Cancer,'' Dec. 8, 2011 sion's (CNSC) proceeding on Cameco Corp.'s application 
2 The Bend Bulletin, "Radiation overload? Medical imaging for a 5-year license extension at its Lake Ontario water-
usage has grown, and some are concerned it's too much,'' front "Uranium Conversion Facility" (UCF). Along with 
Oct. 29, 2009 the Port Hope Community Health Concerns Committee 
3 USA Today, "Study: CT scans may help the healthy gauge heart the Canadian Coalition for Nuclear Responsibility, the In: 
risk,'' April27, 2010 ternational Institute of Concern for Public Health, North-
4 NBC News, "15,000 will die from CT scans done in 1 year," watch, and others, I testified against the extension for UCF 
Dec. 14, 2009, http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/34420356/ns/ -one of_only four such systems in the Western world, 
health-cancer/#.Tufgm7KmTBE s lbid including Honeywell's in Metropolis, Illinois- as well 
6 Archives of Internal Medicine, "Projected cancer risks from as against a 1 0-year extension for its Port Hope CANDU 
computed tomographic scans performed in the United States (CANada Deuterium Uranium) fuel fabrication factory 
in 2007 ," Dec. 14, 2009 and its Blind River uranium refinery. Unfortunately CNSC 
7 1bid, note 4 rubberstamped the extensions on Feb. 29. 

What began as the Eldorado Gold Mine, Ltd.'s Port 

Nation's Bedrock Again Eyed 
H1gh-Leve1 Waste Dumps 

for 
Hope radium extraction factory in the early 1930s-when 
the coveted yet deadly substance was selling for more than 
$100,000 per gram (or $750 million per pound in 2010 
dollars, perhaps the priciest substance in history)- quick
ly became an integral component of the allied U.S.IU.K./ 
Canadian race for the atomic bomb in the 1940s. By John LaForge 

F~deral ~dioactive waste managers are again eyeing 
granlte bodtes for at least two national disposal sites. On 
Christmas Day, news reports announced "Northland rock 
eyed for nuke storage," and areas being considered include 
parts of California, Oregon, Washington, Arizona, Nevada, 
Montana, Colorado, Idaho, Northern and Southern Appala
chia, Minnesota, Wisconsin, Michigan and the Adirondacks. 

Back in the 1980s, granite bedrock was under consider
ation by the Department of Energy (DOE) for deep under
ground burial of the nuclear industry's highly radioactive 
waste fuel, material so radioactively and thermally hot it 
has to be isolated from living organisms for hundreds of 
thousands of years. 

Now, 30 years later, the DOE is looking for an area both 
politically and educationally backward enough to accept 
a radiation transfer hub and underground "repository." 
The Sandia National Laboratory issued a report in August 
titled "Granite Disposal of U.S. High-Level Radioactive 
Waste"1 and it says the Lake Superior region is "the most 
stable region of granite outcrops in the U.S." with "low 
hydraulic gradient, little vertical relief, small number of 
faults, very low seismic activity and no volcanic activity." 
The report doesn't include a list of roadblocks that render 
the Great Lakes region profoundly unsuitable: it being the 
headwaters of the Great Lakes and a source of drinking 
water for 3 7 million. 2 

It's sufficient to say that the problem of water in Min
nesota,.Michigan and Wisconsin should trump the area's 
geologic stability when scientists begin seriously snoop
ing around. Keeping water away from radioactive waste 
is the principle environmental, legal and ethical object of 
any repository, which is supposed io prevent it from de
grading waste casks and carrying deadly radiation into the 
ecosphere and the food chain. 

The Yucca Mountain dump project near Las Vegas, Ne
vada was canceled in 2010 after it was found to be too 
seismically shaky and too wet. The science that brought an 
end to that project has been outlined by me elsewhere (Du
luth News Tribune, Jan. 24, 2012; Duluth Reader Weekly, 
Feb. 16, 2012 & Apr. 14, 2005; St. Paul Pioneer Press, 
May 26, 2002; Minneapolis StarTribune, Feb. 9, 2002; and 
the Nukewatch Pathfinder, Winter 2000). Suffice it to say 
that if water was a show-stopper in the Nevada desert, how 
much more unsuitable is the Land of 10,000 Lakes? The 
region's enormous volumes of moving, drinkable surface 
and ground water ought to scratch Minnesota, Wisconsin 
and Michigan from the list without a second thought. 

Sorin2lOl2 

Federal law now says that the existence of fast-flowing 
water disqualifies a prospective site. Until 1995, the San
dia report notes, " ... the primary indicator of risk to human 
health is the cumulative release of radionuclides." (''Ra
dionuclides" is another word for the deadly plutonium, 
strontium, cesium and other isotopes that give off large 
amounts of radiation for extremely long periods of time.) 

But since 1995, a strange new standard has been recom
mended by the National Academies of Sciences and inter
national regulatory agencies. The new risk model refers to 
radiation "dose as the primary indicator of risk to human 
health ... " The Sandia report gets deeply hypothetical at 
this point, declaring that its projections are for an average 
maximum radiation dose to a person 12 miles from the 
dump site for the next 100,000 years. 

The report expects that dump builders will project "ex
pected peak dose rates" to humans living between 100,000 
and 10,000,000 years from now. Of course no human com
munity has ever containerized hazardous material for even 
50 years, so the long-distance projection game is truly a 
gamble of gigantic proportions. The authors of the Sandia 
report even put the crap shoot this way: "Multiple codes 
and algorithms, simulating processes ranging from corro
sion to the flow and transport of fluids, energy and radio
nuclides through the repository and fractured granite, were 
linked and executed in a set of Monte Carlo simulations." 
Did somebody say, "Roll the dice?" 

The DOE does not have to move this waste to central
ized repositories. Moving it would save the nuclear indus
try money, but DOE officials admitted in 1999 that leaving 
the waste in storage where it is now - at 72 reactor sites 
and five government reserves - is just as safe as moving 
it, as long as it is repackaged every I 00 years. Dr. Rosa
lie Bertell, the epidemiologist and author of No Immedi
ate Danger, argues for even more precaution, urging that 
this viciously carcinogenic waste be repackaged every 20 
years, so we know if and when it's leaking. 

Current law requires that the repository prevent the 
spread of radioactive contamination for I million years .. 

The National Research Council said in 1990 that the DOE's 
plans for high level waste storage were "bound to fail" be
cause it is "a scientific impossibility" to build an underground. 
repository that will be safe for 10,000 years. Since then, the 
EPA has ruled that the site must containerize the radiation for 
1· million years - 100 times longer than the impossible. "We 
think there's a generic problem with putting fissile materials 
underground," says Dr. Bowman of Los Alamos. 

Notes 
1 http://prod.sandia.gov/techlib/access-control.cgi/20111116203.pdf 
2 Great Lakes Forever, BiodivesityProject.org, Chicago, Illinois 

Port Hope continued to refine raw uranium from the 
mines of Canada's Northwest Territories and Saskatchewan 
into feed material for the U.S. nuclear weapons arsenal well 
into the 1960s. Until at least the 1980s, Eldorado also fabri
cated depleted uranium (DU) metal for U.S. weapons. 

Since the 1970s however, Port Hope's "bread and but
ter" exports have been uranium hexafluoride- sent to the 
U.S. and other countries for enrichment into fuel for "light 
water'' atomic reactors - and un-enriched uranium diox
ide for use in Canada's 22 heavy water CANDU reactors. 

As chronicled in the 1981 book Blind Faith: The Nu
clear Industry in One Small Town by Penny Sanger, wide
spread radioactive and toxic waste contamination began 
being discovered throughout the town in the 1970s. "Fill" 
from Eldorado's Port Hope operation had been used to 
build foundations under multiple schools and hundreds 
of homes, and uranium tailings had been dumped directly 
into Port Hope Harbor. For decades, dumpsites in the town 
and in nearby townships have been leaking, some into 
Lake Ontario. While such health consequences as elevated 
cancer rates are undeniable, the Canadian nuclear estab
lishment rebuffs them nonetheless. Despite past promises 
to carry out comprehensive health studies, the federal and 
provincial governments never have. 

A dramatic moment in the hearing came when the fed
eral government announced that "clean up" of "historic 
wastes" in Port Hope would cost a whopping $1.2 billion. 
However, their plans are to make "new and improved" dump
sites atop the old, leaking ones - a soccer field is planned for 
the top of Welcome township's contaminated dump- and to 
build a liquid discharge pathway into Lake Ontario. 

The hearing's most corrupt testimony came from Cam
eco vice president Andy Thome and CNSC President Mi
chael Binder. They denied that Eldorado/Cameco had ever 
had anything to do with nuclear weapons or DU. Thome 
said Cameco only worked with the 1950s "Atoms for 
Peace" program, and Binder pointed to a 1955 treaty be
tween the U.S. and Canada, claiming that uranium exports 
for weapons ended then. These falsifications are outed by 
the company's own official history, Eldorado: Canada :SO 

Na~onal Uranium Company by Robert Bothwell (1984), 
whtch reports that uranium for U.S. H-bombs was sup
plied well into the 1960s. 

A former Eldorado/Cameco worker told me at the hear
ing that he personally supervised work on DU munitions 
in Port Hope, and that more than a few DU bullets went 
home with fellow workers, pocketed as souvenirs. 

- Kevin K11mps is the nucle11r wllSte specitdist 11t Beyond Nu
clellr in T11com11 P11rk, MD 
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Marv Davidov, Lifelong Peace Activist, Dies 
Peaceful revolutionary inspired 

generations of activists to speak out 
and confront injustice 

By Mordecai Specktor 

manufacture of cluster bombs, which killed and maimed 
both combatants and civilians in Southeast Asia. [Marv is 
featured in the documentary "Bombies" (Bullfrog Films) 
which examines the devastation of unexploded cluster 
bombs and argues for their prohibition. The U.S. dropped 
an estimated 90 million cluster bombs on Laos alone. They 

Marv Davidov, the most prominent face of the Minne- are still a part of the arsenal and were used against Koso
sota peace movement, began his decades-long life as an vo, Afghanistan and Iraq.] 
activist for peace and social justice in 1961. He was part of In 1981, a reorganized Honeywell Project renewed the 
a group of six young Minnesotans who took part in the first campaign to get Honeywell to convert its munitions busi
Freedom Rides, which sought to integrate public facilities ness to peaceful production. The ascendant nuclear disar
in the South. mament movement contributed to the popularity of the Hon-

Davidov was arrested at a blacks-only lunch counter eywetl Project's second phase, which also focused on the 
in Jackson, Mississippi and imprisoned for 40 days at the corporation's work on guidance systems for nuclear weap
notorious Parchman Farm prison. The experience of what ons. One 1983 civil resistance action at Honeywell's Min
Davidov called "blessed human solidarity" in the Mis- neapolis headquarters resulted in 577 arrests over 12 hours. 
sissippi state prison set him on a life course dedicated to Honeywell eventually spun off its weapons division 
struggling against social injustice in the United States and as Alliant Techsystems, which in 1998 became the focus 
around the world. of AlliantACTION a coalition that conducted dozens of 

In recent years Davidov .-------------------. ·~citizens arrest" actions and other 
himself struggled with kidney You must locate your protests at the gates of the arms 
failure, prostate cancer and an deepest private feelings_ dealer's suburban Minneapolis 
untreatable vascular disease. h "I h" I headquarters. 
He died on Jan. 14, at the age of P 1 osop ICa ' religious, In recent years Davidov was 
80. For many months Marv was spiritual- and then decide to an adjunct instructor at the Uni
cared for by his friend and peace live out these beliefs in a versity of St. Thomas, where he 
movement colleague Barbara COmmensurate way, in J!Ublic, team taught Active Nonviolence, a 
Mishler, a longtime coordinator as much as possible Without course injustice and peace studies, 
for the Loaves & Fishes food compromise. with Associate Professor and au-
program, whom he called his _ Marv Davidov thor Jack Nelson-Palmeyer. 
"loving sister in the struggle." On his blog, titled "A Parallel 

Davidov was originally from Universe," Chuck Turchick remem-
Detroit, Michigan. His early years, and his recruitment by bered, "The world is a better place, and for those of us who 
the late Zev Aelony into the civil rights movement, are knew him, we are better people because of him." 
chronicled in the 2009 memoir, You Can~ Do That: Marv Davidov's lifelong campaign against war, which he tied 
Davidov, Nonviolent Revolutionary (Nodin Press), written to corporate greed and racism, was framed long ago by the 
with Carol Masters. (See Summer 2011 Quarterly) prophet Isaiah (2:4), who declared the divine intention that 

Davidov recounted that his radicalization came about nations "shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their 
during his stint in the army. He was drafted in 1953, during spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword 
his senior year at Macalester College. He said that the bru- against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore." 
tality he witnessed - specifically, the organized beating Marv is survived by his brother, Jerry, a retired fire-
of a soldier who jumped ship on the way to Korea -led fighter in Minneapolis. 
him to question his previously held moral beliefs. - Mordechai Specktor edits and publishes American Jew-

During the U.S. wars in Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia, ish World where a version of this obituary first appeared. 

Davidov was a founder of the Honeywell Project, which 
protested against the Minneapolis-based corporation's 

Paying Billions for Nothing 
The price tag to construct a new reactor comes in be

tween $7 and $20 billion. That's why utilities want rate
payers to cover the cost upfront. 

Senator Mike Fasano, R-Fiorida, is trying to get a stat
ute repealed- one that he helped approve -that allows 
energy companies to charge their customers for reactor 
repairs or construction before receiving electric service, 
which could be 10 years down the road. In both Florida 
and Iowa, customers may have to pay for nuclear facilities 
that may never be built. 

Two utilities in Florida now have the right to charge 
for reactor designing, permitting and construction. Florida 
Power and Light wants to add two reactors to its existing 
inventory at Turkey Point and St. Lucie. Progress Energy 
wants units in Levy County. The taw allowing pre-pay 
electric bills passed the Florida legislature in 2006. 

The people of Iowa have been working hard to stop an 
advanced cost bill. At this point the state legislature heav
ily supports MidAmerican Energy in charging Iowans for 
two unbuilt reactors. Environmental, agriculture, and con
sumer protection groups are "occupying" the Iowa legis
lature daily in an attempt to educate about, and keep the 
construction work-in-progress bill (SF390) from passing. 
Two years ago, MidAmerican was instrumental in repeal
ing legislation that banned pre-pay for reactors. According 
to Iowa Beyond Nuclear, most state representatives re
ceive campaign donations from MidAmerican which sells 
wind energy out-of-state and demand is down. Even if the 
measure becomes law, the Citizens Utilities Board must 
approve the move. A previous version of the bill passed in 
the house but was not taken up in the senate. Iowa has one 
operating reactor- Duane Amold near Cedar Rapids that 
provides about seven percent of the state's energy. Oppo
nents plan on placing ads, sending appeals and organizing 
calls to the Senate to stop the bill just as they did last year 
in an effort to stop the measure. 

Ratepayers in Georgia have already paid $500 million to 
construct new reactors there, coughing up an additional $9 
per month on their bills. Customers wilt pay $1.7 billion of 
~e $6.1 billion Vogtle project tab. A move to get $45 mil
hon out of electric customers in Missouri is in the works, but 
so far 77 percent of the people oppose the idea. Citizens in 
North Carolina are also fighting a pre-pay scheme. - BU 

-Iowa PIRG.org; Morning Edition, NPR, Nov. 9, 20ll; 
Physicians for Social Responsibility, Jan. 19; The Daily Iowan, 
Feb. 1; Washington Post, Feb. 8; Sierra Club, Feb. 14; Sioux City 
Journal, Feb. 17,2012 
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************* 
Marv was a dear friend to all of us at Nukewatch and 

Anathoth Farm, on the Plowshares Land Trust near Luck, 
Wisconsin, where the office has been located since 1996. 
Marv regularly brought his students from the Active Non-

OLD WORLD NEW WORLD 
ORDER ORDER 

CALENDAR 
Nevada Desert Experience's 63-mile annual pil· 

grimage to the Nevada National Security Site (the NNSS, 
formerly called the Nevada Test Site) begins in Las Ve
gas. March 31 through April6. For more information, 
call: (702) 646-4814. 

Hanford Rally: Full day of activities with speakers 
including: Dr. Helen Caldicott, MD, founder of Physicans 
for Social Responsibility, Bonnie Urfer, Nukewatch, John 
Brave Hawk of the American Indian Movement and War
riors Society, Charles K. Johnson, The Columbia River 
Keepers, Lloyd Marbet of The Oregon Conservancy, Linda 
Seeley with Mothers for Peace. April 15, 2012. Noon - 5 
p.m. Jon Dam Plaza in Richland Washington. lnfo contact: 
(917) 258-1626 or Email: hanfordrally@gmail.com 

Spreading the Health Conference: Hosted by Mutual 
Aid Street Medics. May4, 7 p.m.- May 13,5 p.m. 
No Medical experience required. Trainings will provide 
basic first aid and community health experience geared 
toward sustained encampments and citizen marches. 
lnfo contact: spreadingthehealth@gmail.org or website: 
spreadingthehealth.org 

NATO and G8 Summit- protest the leaders of the 
world's largest military economies- Chicago, May 19-21 

violence course out 
for a field trip and a 
lively discussion of 
radical nonviolence 
and sustainable hous
ing and agriculture. 

A true mentor and 
comrade, Marv often 
reminded groups ofhis 
thumbnail philosophy 
for living a life of so
cial activism. He said, 
"You must locate your 
deepest private feelings 
- philosophical, reli- Photo of Marv by Bonnie Urfer 
gious, spiritual - and 
then decide to live out these beliefs in a commensurate way, 
in public, as much as possible without compromise."- JL 

Continued from back page 

Mexican American Studies 
Banned in Arizona Schools 

campaign. This one is cultural warfare where few, if any, 
shots are fired. Here the mind is the zone of conflict, the 
place where walls and wars begin. Here the mission is to 
fan the flames ofbias, ignorance and nationalism with one 
hand and sow seeds of timidity and acquiescence with the 
other. Here the weapons are fear and hate, aided and abet
ted by state law, local ordinances and mainstream media. 
We hear the term "class warfare" bandied about these days 
and precious little about our cultural wars which are waged 
most effectively behind the scenes, not on the front page. 
Here not only are the ceilings glass, the walls are too. Pro
grams are defullded.. Books are banned. Out of sight, out 
of mind. Literally. That's the strategy. 

Hold on. There's no toe tag on the Mexican American 
Studies program. Its feet are moving. An obituary is pre
mature. This program will neither rest in peace or war. 
Students, professors and families refuse to bury what's liv
ing: their culture, their story, their heritage and their lives. 
And youth are in the vanguard. In detention. In the streets. 
On the move. 

"I wonder why some people think it is alright for adults 
to hear such a radical, critical point of view, but not teen• 
agers? Do they think that young people are not able to deal 
with such matters? It seems to me wrong to treat young 
readers as if they are not mature enough to look at their na
tion's policies honestly," wrote Howard Zinn. 

In this period of struggle, the word "unified" in the 
Tucson Unified School District moniker may seem ironic, 
if not cynical. And yet, and yet, creative nonviolent con
flagrations have moved the human family along the road 
of shared dignity and respect toward authentic unity. The 
student-based struggle to reopen the Mexican American 
Studies program is the latest chapter in our peoples' history. 

One day the school system may fairly be called reuni
fied. Or better yet, united, at last. Thank God almighty, 
unified at last, to paraphrase Martin Luther King, Jr. 

-John Heid lives and works at the Mariposa Community 
in Tucson, Arizona 

Arizona's banned books currently include: 
Chicano! The History of the Mexican CMl Rights 
Movement, by Arturo Rosales 
Critical Race Theory, by Richard Delgado and 

Jean Stefancic 
500 Years of Chicano History in Pictures, 

edited by Elizabeth Martinez 
Message to Aztlan, by Rodolfo Corky Gonzales 
Occupied America: A History of Chicanos, 

by Rodolfo Acuiia 
Pedagogy of the Oppressed, by Paulo Freire 
Rethinking Columbus: The Next 500 ~ars, 

edited by Bill Bigelow and Bob Peterson 
The Anaya Reader Rodolfo Anaya, 
Borderlands by Gloria Anzaldua, 
The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistjight in Heaven 

by Sherman Alexie 
A Place to Stand, and five other books 

by Jimmy Santiago Baca 
The Fire Next Time by James Baldwin 
Loverboys and So Far From God by Ana Castillo 
Address to the Commonwealth Club of California 

by Cesar Chavez 
Woman HoUering Creek by Sandra Cisneros 
Drown by Junot Diaz 
ZapataJS Disciple by Martin Espada 
Like Water for Chocolate by Laura Esquivel 
Feminism Is for Everbody by Bell Hooks 
The Magic of Blood by Dagoberto Gilb 
Savage Inequalities by Jonathan Kozol 
Always Running by Luis Rodriguez, 
Justice: A Question of Race by Roberto Rodriguez 
By the Lake of Sleeping Children and Nobody's Son 

by Luis Alberto Urrea 
A PeopleJS History of the United States by Howard Zinn 

Spring lOll 



One Million Acres of 
Grand Canyon Protected 
On July 11, 1908 Teddy Roosevelt defied congress us

ing his executive authority to protect 800,000 acres of the 
Grand Canyon from development, thus preserving one of 
the Seven Natural Wonders of the World. Recently rising 
uranium prices have once again put that area at risk. Over 
the last few years thousands of mining claims have been 
filed in public lands just outside the Grand Canyon Nation
al Park. .Many. of these claims have been filed by foreign 
compantes which would not be required to pay royalties to 
the U.S. In June of2011 the Obama administration extend
e~ ~e temporary moratorium from 2009 which protects a 
mtllton acres around the Grand Canyon from new mining 
claims. The administration is currently seeking a 20-year 
moratorium which is the maximum allowed by law. On 
February 27, 2012, the National Mining Association and 
the Nuclear Energy Institute filed suit in an effort to re
verse the administration's withdrawal of the million acres. 
However in his address to the Senate Energy and Natural 
Resources Committee, Secretary Ken Salazar said, "I feel 
very confident in our decision, and I think it'll '\1\jthstand 
any legal challenge that is being made." -TJ- Nuclear 
Energy Institute news release, Feb. 27; Arizona Capilol1imes, Feb. 
29; New York Times, Oct. 31, 20ll 

North Korea Halts Weapons 
Program, is Promised Food Aid 

. North Korea announced Feb. 29 that it will suspend 
tts nuclear weapons testing and uranium enrichment 
programs and allow international inspectors to monitor 
activities at its main nuclear complex. 

In return, the drought-stricken country will receive 
up to 240,000 tons of urgently needed food aid from the 
United States. U.S. charities reported after a trip to North 
Korea late last year that children were suffering "slow star
vati?n~" and, according to a N_ov. 2011 UN estimate, up to 
6 mtlhon North Koreans are tn dire need of 739,000 tons 
of grain. In spite of appeals from Mercy Corps and four 
other U.S. relief groups who charged that "Washington was 
playing politics with aid for children," U.S. officials have 
held up the aid citing concerns over "misappropriation.'' 

Returning from a 48-hour trip to North Korea last 
April, former President Jimmy Carter rebuked both the 
U.S. and South Korea for refusing to send the humani
tarian assistance. Carter charged that withholding food 
amounted to a violation of human rights.- TJ &: JL 

-Cleveland Plain Dealer, Feb. 29, 2012; & New York Times, 
March I, 20I2, & Apr. 29, Dec. 2 & I6, & Nov. 26, 2011 

Base Closures & Troop 
Reductions Coming 

Secretary ofDefense Leon Panetta has proposed a $450 
billion reduction in military spending over ten years and 
he suggests eliminating Air Force nuclear bombers. The 
move would save $39 billion in a decade. 

The Germany-based 170th Infantry Brigade and the 
172nd Separate Infantry Brigade, the 81 st Fighter Squad
~on, and an A-10 unit are disbanding. The Army's V Corp 
ts due to come home. The Army garrisons in Schweinfurt 
and Bamberg, Germany will close no later than 2015 and 
the 6.03_rd Air Control Squadron at Aviano Air Base, Italy, 
conststmg of336 airmen, will be inactivated by 2013. The 
Air. Force will lose 303 ~craft and six fighter squadrons, 
whtle the NaVY stands to park seven cruisers and dock two 
landing ships. Plus, the National Guard is being scaled 
~own. A P~ntagon spokesperson said that poorly perform
mg campatgns were targeted. 

The cuts in uniformed personnel are in keeping with pro
po~ s~s such as eliminating eight Army brigades, five 
Marme infantry battalions and four of the Corps tactical air 
sq~drons. In all, 67,100 soldiers in the Army, 15,200 in the 
Manne Corps, 8,600 in the NaVY and 1,700 in the Air Force 
are being laid-in to save $487 billion over 10 years. 

Republicans dislike the Pentagon cuts that would lead 
to nearly 100,000 military personnel being eliminated by 
2017, and are planning a challenge to the reductions in 
2013. Even with the reductionS, active troop totals are 
greater than the number of soldiers employed in 2001. The 
Pentagon has requested a $525 billion base purse with an 
~ditional $88.4 billion (or overseas contingency opera
tions. The nuclear arsenal remains intact.-BU- National 
Defense News, Oct. 2011; New York Times, Jan. 3; Army Times, 
Jan. 26; Bloomberg, Feb. 13; Star and Stripes, Feb. 16, 2012 

Nuclear Weapons Arsenals Shrinking 
By Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, Nov. 2011 

u.s. 
Russia 
France 
China 
Britain 
Israel 
Pakistan 
India 
North Korea 
Total 

5,350 (2,500 active)+ 
11,000 (2,430 active)* 
300 
240 
225 
80-100 
90-110 
60-80 
1-10?# 
23,360 

+About 2,500 U.S. warheads are ~01\'lfl or active: 
3,500 retired warheads are awaiting dismantlement. R:Uters 
reported May 3, 2010 that the Pentagon publicly acknowl
edged a total of 5,113 warheads, down from a peak of31,225 
in 1967. 
*In 2011, Russia had approximately 2,430 nuclear warheads 
assigned to operational ICBMs, submarine ballistic missiles, 
and heavy bombers, an inventory of 3,700-5,400 nonstrategic 
nuclear warheads and an additional 3,000 warheads awaiting 
dismantlement. 
#New York Times, Oct. 9, 2006, & March 14, 2002; Bulletin 
of the Atomic Scientists, July/Aug. 2006 

Proposed Mining Law Threatens Wisconsin 
By Troy Jones 

As a peace and environmental justice organization, 
Nukewatch is deeply troubled by the threatened opening 
of a mining district in Northern Wisconsin. Staff and vol
unteers have joined the coalition working to protect the 
environment from multinational extraction industries. 

What I love most about Wisconsin is the water. There 
i~ so_much_to enjoy, from Lake Michigan to Lake Supe
nor, mcludmg all of the lakes and marshlands in between. 
According to the Wisconsin Wetlands Association the 
wetlands provide habitat for more than 75 percent of our 
state's wildlife. These same areas also provide Wisconsin 
citizens and visitors with bountiful opportunities for ev
erything from hunting to hiking. Wisconsin's current wet
lands restoration law has long been held up as a national 
model. At leas! that's how it was before Senate Majority 
Leader Scott Fttzgerald and his cabal decided tltat mining 
and developer interests should take priority. 

During a midnight session Feb. 15, the state senate 
passed a controversial wetland deregulation bill along par
ty lines. This bill allows developers to destroy wetlands in 
one part of the state and then compensate by purchasing 
land somewhere else in the state, conceivably in order to 
create new wetland. However, mitigation of this type has 
little oversight and serves best as a last resort rather than 
an easy first option. Conservation and outdoor sports or
ganizations are up in arms, registering their dissent. In the 
face of such opposition Fitzgerald made another egregious 
move !ater that same ~y. disbanding the senate mining 
commtttee and cancellmg the upcoming public hearings 
sche~uled ~or Platteville and Ashland in favor of a single 
pubhc hearmg to be held in Madison with scant notice. 

As you read this story, politicians are literally changing 
the landscape of Wisconsin. The recent changes are an ef
fort to fast-track new mines like the one proposed in the 
Penokee Hills where Gogepic Taconite, a part of the Cline 
Group, wants to build a giant o~n pit iron mine. This pit, 
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~ Y2 miles long, half-mile wide and up to a 1,000 feet deep 
m some places would, if accomplished, become the single 
~ost defining physical feature in Wisconsin. The complete 
stte would cover 4,000 acres and the tailings and runoff 
from the mine would have a disastrous impact on the Ka
kagon Slough/Bad River Slough which just last December 
was designated by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service as 
a "Wet~and of International Importance." The history of 
such mmes shows that the pollution generated persists for 
decades, even with the help of costly cleanup, and would 
lead to the destruction of a wetland of global importance. 

We need not look far for an example of mines and their 
pollution. The Ladysmith mine which closed in 1997 is 
still poisoning wetlands. The DNR has put "C stream," 
which runs through the site, on its 2012 list of"impaired 
waters.'_' !he new mine proposal is being rammed through 
the pohtical process despite broad public opposition. In 
spite of the inevitable destruction of wetlands, which are 
arguably one of Wisconsin's greatest natural and econom
ic resources, the mine is being presented as an economic 
boon, promising local communities much needed jobs. 

There will be a tradeoff: for every mining job created, 
many tourism related jobs will be gone for good. A Feb. 9 
report produced by Earth Economics in partnership witlt 
Wisconsin Wetlands Association says "The loss of natu
ral infrastructure has real economic costs.'' The report, 
"Rapid Assessment of the Economic Value ofWisconsin's 
Wetlands," attaches a value of as much as $28,432 per 
acre to undeveloped wetland. * Beyond this loss of value 
how much will taxpayers be required to pay for decades to 
come in an effort to clean up a mess that will never actu
al~y di~appe~? In tlte case of C stream at the Ladysmith 
mme stte, adJacent land owners may be required to share 
the cost of cleanup and taxpayers certainly will. This is an 
issue that will affect us all, not only the citizens and visi
tors who love Wisconsin. 

*http://wisconsinwetlands.org/news.htm#assessment 

No Need for Nuclear 
Green energy capacity surpassed nuclear power pro

duction for the first time last year. In Germany, alterna
tive so~ces provided 20 percent of the supply, and in the 
U.S. wmd, hydro, tidal, solar power and other renewable 
generation surpassed nuclear production last September. 
Renewables, especially wind and solar, are growing faster 
titan any otlter energy source although they alone have 
a long way to go in overtaking nuclear. Solar electricity 
grew by 46.5 percent and wind by 27 percent in a single 
year. United Nations Environment Program Executive 
Secretary Achim Steiner, as reported by Bloomberg last 
November said, "The progress of renewables has been 
nothing short of remarkable." China spent more on renew
abies than all other industrialized countries. 

-World Nuclear News, Aug. 16; Forbes, July 7; Bloomberg, 
Nov. 25; Platts, Dec. 16, 2011; Washington Post, Jan. 6; Denver 
Business Journal & San Francisco Business 1imes, Jan. 10,2012 

Staying Healthy, Staying Informed 
By Leah WoHe, MHP 

Some of you may have met me at "Resistance for a 
Nuclear Free Future" - the 30th anniversary gathering 
of Nukewatch, The Nuclear Resister and the Plowshares 
movement in Maryville, Tennessee in 2010. If not, it might 
be a good thing, because many of the people I met came to 
me because they were hurt or sick. I was there to offer first 
aid and herbal remedies to those who needed them. I am 
trained as a wilderness first responder and as an herbalist. 
I have a masters degree in public healtlt and believe tltat 
public health equals social and environmental justice. 

In th~ last three years, I have helped the Progressive 
Foundation/Nukewatch expand the· scope of educational 
projects. Two of the projects sponsored under the founda
tion's umbrella with which I'm involved are Mutual Aid 
Street Medics (MASM), of which I'm a member, and the 
Serpentine Project of which I am the manager. 

!vfutual Aid Street Medics is a group of people who 
tram street medics and provide medical support at com
munity events and protests that work toward social and 
environmental justice. Street medics today evolved from 
the Medical Presence Project that provided medical sup
port during the Civil Rights Movement. MASM will be 
present during the NATO/G8 protests, in Chicago, May 
19-21, to offer medical support and is working with other 
~treet medics and health care providers to offer the Spread
mg the Health Conference in Chicago, May 4-13. 

The Serpentine Project is an educational endeavor to 
improve community health through preventive medicine 
education and preparedness. We protect and cultivat~ 
medicinal plants and traditional approaches to healing 
through workshops, plant walks and consultations. Bonnie 
Urfer, Barb Katt, Charles Schiavone, Theresa Schiavone 
and Mo O'Brien serve on the project's Board of Directors: 

And finally, the reason I'm telling you all this is be
cause I will be occasionally writing stories about bioreme
diation and staying healtlty in a radioactive world. 
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Mexican American Studies Banned in Arizona Schools 
By John Heid 

''What motivates me is the jitture generations. For them to 
have the opportunity to learn about any of the cultures: to have 
a better understanding of who they are as a person ... It's in our 
nature to stand up against what we think is wrong and oppresses 
us."- Juan Barragan, junior, Pueblo High School 

"There were themes of profound importance to me which I 
found missing in orthodox histories that dom
inated American culture. The consequence oj 
these omissions has been not simply to give 
a distorted view of the past but, more impor
tant, to mislead us about the present. " 

- Howard Zinn, A People's History of the 
United States 

What do William Shakespeare's The Tem
pest, Rodolfo Acuna's Occupied America: 
A Hist01y of Chicanos and Paulo Friere's 
Pedagogy of the Oppressed have in common? 
These books among others have been banned from the shelves 
of the Tucson Unified School District's (TUSD) classrooms. The 
purge accompanied the termination of the highly successful Mex
ican American Studies program. 

Not long ago, I stopped by my favorite Thcson coffee shop, 
Revolutionary Grounds, to check on the supply of Nukewatch 
Quarterlies and of course get a worthy cup of jo. l glanced across 

the expanded inventory of books and discovered an entirely new 
section labeled "Books banned at TUSD," comprising three whole 
shelves, including Howard Zinn's million-selling People's His
toly. The barista told me that there are many more banned books 
that the store had not yet acquired. Certain artwork and posters 
deemed offensive have also been removed from classrooms. 

On January 10, TUSD's board capitulated to the Arizona State 
Legislature (and its threat of a nearly $15 million cut in revenue), 

and pulled the plug on the popular Mexican 
American Studies program. Within hours books 
disappeared. 

Two days later, l 00 students marched four 
miles from their classrooms to the TUSD bead
quarters to register their dissent. A follow-up 
walk-out two weeks later resulted in student 
suspensions. Upon hearing news of these sus
pensions, a University of Arizona professor 
opened his Chicano Movement and Indigenous 
philosophers classes to the affected high school 
students. 

There is more than one front in the border war along the U.S.
Mexico boundary. One relies on drones and walls, helicopters and 
ATVs, streamlined courts, burgeoning detention centers and thou
sands upon thousands of uniformed men with guns. 

The other front is typicallA1Jr=:=im1h;'i;z:Eilt:~::lm:==~ 

insidious and absolutely cri t~e st1~!i 9f the :vme 
~o· L " ~~~"fo. Lontzm:ed on a e 
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