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Nukewatcli Staffer & Seven Others Jailed 
After Show Trial in H-bomb Protest 

By J ohn LaForge 

On May 11 , twelve nuclear weapons abolitionists. includ
ing senior Nukewatch staffer Bonnie Urfer, were convicted 
offederal trespass in U.S. District Court, following a three· 
day jury trial in Knoxville, Tenn. During the proceedings 
the defendants - under a court order issued April 29 which 
effectively stripped 
them of any sub
stantive affirmative 
defenses . - were 
prevented from 
questioning or even 
mentioning the out
law status of build
ing or threatening 
to use thennonucle· 
arweapons. 

Bonnie Urfer 

"Whether' rl1e production of nuc!ear weapons at the Y·l2 National 
Security Complex violates international law is irrelevant to the 
instant prosecution." The order continued, "The fact that the De· 
fend ants felt compelled to enter ... by their 00. desire to comply 
with international law or their desire to prevent future death and 
destruction from the use of nuclear weapons does not constitute a 
legal defense to the charge 00. and is nor relevant at trial." 

and 12 others were 
charged with the 
misdemeanor af
ter a July 5, 2010 
demonstration at 
the "Y-12" nuclear 
weapons complex 
in Oak Ridge, Tenn. 
The event, dubbed 
''Resistance for a 

Bonuie Urfer at the Nnkewatcb table during a recent Chatauqua in Wisconsin. 

The reference was 
to the Gyneva Conventions, 
Hague Conventions and the 
Nuremberg and United Na· 
tions Charters, all of which 
are part of U.S. law and 
forbid the planning or corn· 
mission of massacres. Be· 
cause the effects of nuclear 
weapons cannot be limited 
in space or time, and always 

'include the indiscriminate 
radioactive incineration of 
several square miles by fire
storms, their use is essen· 
tially the premeditated mass 
destruction of civilians. This 
makes their mere possession 
and· threatened use illegal, 
Under binding treaty and U.S. 
law. 

Nuclear-Free Future" was the 30th anniversary celebration 
of The Nuclear Resister, the Plowshares movement and 
Nukewatch, where Bonnie has worked for 25 years. 

ln spite of the low-level offense, the 12 defendants (as 
well as David Corcoran of Chicago, who will be tried sepa
rately due to illness) face up to one year in federal prison 
and a ' $1 00,000 fine. The presiding U.S. Magistrate Judge 
Bruce Guyton did not set a sentencing date, but Bonnie and 
seven other defendants were taken into custody after they 
told the court that they could no longer abide by the restric
tive conditions of their pre-trial "supervised release." 

Magistrate Guyton's April 29 gag order prohibited ~he 
defendants from relying on justification defenses wh1ch 
normally excuse a· peaceful trespass - as with firefighters 
who trespass to save someone. The order, which was based 
on the government prosecutor's "motion in limine," said 
that binding U.S. treaties were "irrelevanf' and declared, 

The magistare's or
der, like many others used in nuclear weapons protest cases, kept 
this law a secret from jurors. [t said in fact that no matter what 
alleged crimes the government may be committing behind its 
fences, a jury cannot be allowed to decide if peaceful interference 
or intervention is justified. 

As it has for decades, the Y- 12 facility continues to process 
uranium for new H-bombs now being built to replace warheads 
on Trident submarines. The work has severely contaminated the 
complex, its surroundings, surface waters and ground water. 

At trial while Assistant U.S. Attorney JeffTheodore and pros
ecution wi~esses made repeated references to H-bomb production 
at Y-12 - the site fashioned the U.S. uraniuih bomb that killed 
L 40.000 people at Hiroshima, Ja . - , 1 
who took the stand in their own fense were a 11 mterru ted ,by ob
jections and prevented by Magi ate etuycor) liuHl ,e:;:Jfyiog 'ab011t 

whether the preparation and thr >f'Tfl ~eu~~ 11 
Unired Smtes. IL C~ulm~·~:~::JJ 
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ID Germany, hundreds of thousands demanding tbe aboli-

tion of nuclear power have won major victories, but want more. 

Greens Call Germany's 
Reactor Phase-out Too Slow 

Germany's Chancellor Angela Merkel responded quick
ly to ~assive n~tionwide antinuclear protests re-ignited by 
the still-unfolding Japanese radiation disaster and to her 
party's historic losses in state elections. Initially Merkel 
closed the country's seven oldest reactors and suspended 
new reactor construction. Then, following overwhelming 
losses at the polls, the Chancellor shocked industrialized 
governments and giant utilities the world over by declar
ing Germany would completely phase out nuclear power. 

"Step by step, we will abandon nuclear energy by the 
~nd of2022. This path is a big challenge for Germany, but 
1t also means huge opportunities for future generations," 
Merkel told the press May 30. 

Two days earlier, at least 160,000 protesters had filled 
the streets of 20 Gennan cities calling for the immediate 
shutdown of all 17 of the country's reactors. Even small 
utility companies known collectively as the Mittelstand 
have endorsed the shutdown of nuclear power. Rallies and 
marches are planned throughout the summer declaring that 
Merkel's gradual phase-out is unnecessarily slow, danger
ous and beholden to the interests of reactor owners. 

The Chancellor's striking announcements were dra
matic reversals of her conservative government's earlier 
repeal of a 1999 reactor phase-out statute and her planned 
extension of operating licenses for old reactors. 

March 27 elections in the wealthy state of Baden
Wtlerttemberg saw Merkel's conservative party suffer 
huge losses in what became a referendum on nuclear 
power in the wake of Fukushima. Then, in May voting in 
!3remen, the Greens won 22.5% of the vote, up from 16% 
m 2007, and push.ed Merkel's Christian Democrats out of 
power for the first time in 58 years. Broad-based antinu
clear opinion has forced the government to announce an 
increase in the construction of wind farms and investment 
in energy efficiency programs and renewables in order to 
eliminate reliance on the aged reactors. One estimate of 
the cost of the transfonnation is $ 11.3 billion. The bill to 
overhaul energy policy will come before parliament in June. 

The development of renewables and effeciency over 
the ~ext 10 years will replace the 22% of electricity now 
prov1ded by nuclear. Using equipment manufactured in 
country, Germany is already a world leader in the industry, 
and produces 17% of its electricity from renewables. By 
2020, renewable generation should reach 40%. 

Nuclear reactor owners are not happy with Merkel's 
re~ersal and claim that electricity costs will rise and jobs 
w11l be lost. Reactor operator RWE's net income from its 
nuclear power production came to $5.5 billion in 2009. 
!he Mittelstand energy collective claims otherwise, say
mg the phase-out of nuclear will create many more jobs 
~ the renewable industry and save energy through effi
Ciency. The cost of installing 2,240 miles of transmission 
lines will provide jobs and cost at least $ 13 billion. 

- Deutsche We/le, Apr. 4; London Financial 1imes, Apr. 11; 
Wall Street Journal, Apr. 12; Reut_ers & Business Week, Apr. 15; 
AFP, Apr. 18; New York 1imes, Apr. 20 & 25· AP & UPI Apr. 25 
2011. • , • 

Chernobyl Cancer Deniers Use Too 
Simple a Measure of Radiation Risk 

Those. Who Downplay the Dangers of Nuclear 
. Energy are Wrong to Focus Only on Dose 

Richard Bramball CERRIE [Committee Examining Radiation Risks of In-
In his April 4th article on "the confusing world of radia- t~rnal Emitters 1. challenged the international commission's 

tion exposure," the Guw.dian readers' editor Chris Elliott v1ew by reporting that dose could be meaningless at the 
was righno point out that getting a whole year's sunshine scale ofmolec~les and cells. 
in an hour would fry him to a crisp. Radiation dose rates Lf o~e mentions publi~hed studies which show, for ex
are important. What be didn't say is that "dose density" is ample, mcreased cancer m Sweden after Chernobyl or the 
important too. dou_bled risk of child ~eukemia near Gennan nuclear power 
. The_"s~ever:t.'' as Ell!ott says. is a dose unit for quantify- s~tions, ~~alth offic1als say the JCRP model doesn't pre
mg radiation nsk. He d1d not add that it assumes dose den- d1ct them. Doses were too small to be the cause," they say. 
sity is uniform. "There are many kinds of radiation , he Chernobyl is an acid test of TCRP's risk model since, 
says, but he does not mention how they differ. In fac~ ex- at around 2 or 3 milli-sieverts, doses were close to natural 
temal sources like cosmic rays and X-rays distribute their background. If_ this level of fallout was proved to cause 
energy evenly, like the sun. Other [kinds of radiation], no- any hea~th detriment, the ICRP model would fall and the 
~ably alpha-emi~ers like uranium, are extremely uneven economics of nuc~e~ pow~r would wo~en dramatically. 
~n the way they Irrad iate body tissue once they have been So Ch~"!obyl _derual1s crucial to nuclear mterests. George 
mhaled or swallowed. Monb1ot s article quoted a United Nations committee on 

Because alpha particles emitted from uranium atoms Chernobyl: "There has been no persuasive evidence of 
are relatively massive, they slow down rapidly, concen- any he~th effect [other than thyroid cancer] in the general 
trating all their energy into a minuscule volume of tissue. popul~t1on ~at can be attributed to radiation exposure." 
Applying the sievert to this pinpoint of internal radiation But this_ too ts based on the flawed ICRP model; there is a 
means conceptualizing it as a dose to the whole body. It's lot of evi~ence and many scientists attribute it to the accident 
an averaging error, like believing it makes no difference Monb1_ot's March 31 blog, "The double standards of 
whether you sit by the fire to warm yourself or eat a bum- green anta-nuclear opponents,'' relies on his friends, Mark 
ing coal. The scale of the error can be huge. Lynas and Chris Goodall, who in turn cite Radiation and 
~diation protection officials fell into this averaging Reason, a boo.~ by Pr?fessor Wade_Ailison. But AJlison 's 

tra? m 1941. The [USA's] Manhattan Project, rushing to pre~ace sa_ys, many ~portant t~p1cs ha~e been omitted 
bu1ld the atom bomb, was creating many new radioactive · · · m part1cular the subject of m1cro-dostmetry is treated 
elements whose health effects were· unknown. Summing rathe~ br~~fly in ~pite of its importance for future under
them all - external and internal, alpha, beta, gamma or s~ding. Mon~10t and colleagues should note that in fact 
whatev~r- into a single dose quantity gave an impression Alhson_d<><:sn 't discuss micro-dosimetry at all. lt 's easy to spin 
of certamty and precision. After the war, the U.S. National somethmg 1f you leave out the difficult, challenging science. 
Council on Radiation Protection closed down its internal . The ICRP has admitted that its model cannot be ap
ex~osure committee because it took the complexities too phed ~ post-accide~t ~ituat~ons. Fortunate!~ the European 
senously. From then on, radiation effects were estimated Comm~ttee _on Rad1atton Risk employs we1ghting factors 
from a~ute e~ernal radi~tion at Hiroshima and Nagasaki to m?dtfy Slevert-bas~ doses ~or intem_al e~posures. This 
- studJes which are entirely silent on internal radioactiv- woo t cure the mess m Fukushima but It Will mean better 
ity. In 1952, the U.S. forced this m ind set on to the newly- public ~rotection. . 
fonned International Commission on Radiological Pro- . - Rreha_rd Brlll!'hfli/JS _s_ecret11ry of the Low Level Rlldill
tection (ICRP) whose advice now has almost the force of lion CtlllfPIItgn, whreh pllb/ICI~ !he p~oblelnlllic Mlllre of Cllr
. . . rently 11cupted llfOde/s of rtU/UltWn nslc. This puce originfllly 
mtemational law. In 2004, Bntain 's scientific committee r11n in the Guardian. 

Radiation Exposure Debate Rages Inside EPA 
Plan to Increase Allowable Post-Accident Radiation in Food & Water Sparks Dissent 

By Public Employees for Environmental Responsibility Another EPA official, Stuart Walker of the Office of 

A plan awaiting approval by the u.s. Environmen- Su~rfund Remediation and Technology Innovation, ex
tal Protection Agency that would dramatically increase p lamed what the proposed new radiation limits in drinking 
pennissible radioactive releases in drinking water food water would mean: "It also appears that drinking water at 
and so~ l a~er "rad iological incidents"· is drawing ~igor- the PAG concentrations ... may lead to subchronic (acute) 
ous objeCtiOns from agency experts, according to agency effects following exposures of a day or a week. In a popu
doc~ents released April 5th by Public Employees for lation, one should see some express. acute effects ... that is 
Environmental Responsibility (PEER). At issue is the ac- vomiting, fever, etc." 
ceptable level of public health risk following a radiation re- ''This critical debate is taking place entirely behind 
lease, whether an accidental spill or a "dirty bomb" attack. closed doors because this plan is 'guidance' and does not 

The radiation ann of EPA, called the Office of Radia- require public notice as a regulation would," according to 
tioo and Indoor Air (ORIA), has prepared an update of the PEER Counsel Christine Erickson. Today, PEER sent EPA 
1992 "Protective Action Guides" (PAG) governing radia- Administrator L~ Jac_kson a letter calling for a more open 
tion protection decisions for both short-term-and long-tenn and b~?ader exammation of the proposed radiation guid
cleanup standards. Other divisions within EPA contend the ance. We .~ 1 ~eserve t? know why some in the agency 
0~ plan geometrically raises allowable exposure to the want to legttlnnze exposmg the public to radiation at levels 
public. For example, as Charles Openchowski of EPA's vastly higher than what EPA officially considers dangerous." 
Offi~ of General Counsel wrote in a January 23, 2009 The i? ternal documents show that under the updated 
e-mad to ORIA: " [T)his guidance would allow cleanup P~G. a smgle glass of water could give a lifetime's per
levels that exceed MCLs [Maximum Contamination Lim- nuss1ble ~XJ_X>Sure. In addition, it would allow long-tenn 
its under the Safe Drinking Water Act] by a factor of lOO cleanup hm1ts thousands of times more lax than anything 
I 000, and in two instances 7 million and there is nothing t~ EPA has ever before accepted. These new limits would 
p~event those levels_ from being the final cleanup achieved (i.e., cause a can~r in as f!1UCh as every fourth person exposed. 
1t s not confined to Immediate response of emergency phase)." P~ER obtained the mternal emails after filing a lawsuit 

53 Arrested in Protest at Site ofFutureKansas City 
H-bomb Parts Factory, as U.S. Raids Pakistan 

th1s past fall under the Freedom of Infonnation Act but the 
EPA has yet to turn over thousands more communications. 
"EPA touts its new transparency but when it comes to mat
te~ of controversy the agency still puts up a wall,'' added 
Enckson, who filed the FOIA suit. "Besides the months of 
s~o~ewalling, we are _seeing them pull stunts such as ORlA 
g1vmg us rebuttals to other EPA documents they have yet 
to release." 0 

by John LaForge 

"This is a clear choice being presented to the region. 
Do you go the way of cynical violence that has been shown 
to be a dead end? Or do you follow a path of peaceful pro
test to secure universal rights and freedoms?" 

This honorable sentiment could have been expressed 
by any one of the 53 of us who were jailed May 2 for 
blocking an entrance to a new Honeywell nuclear weapons 
factory now under construction in Kansas City, Missouri. 

But no, the call for the use of nonviolent methods 
came, the same day, from Deputy National Security Advi
sor Ben Rhodes who was definitely not referring to the 
U.S. commandos he had just sent to assassinate Osama bin 
Laden in Pakistan and dump his body into the Northern Ara
bian Sea. 

. . The group of us who blocked an entrance to the $1.2 
bllhon future H-bomb complex were kept in handcuffs for 
~ ho~ and jailed for up to 20 hours, then released pend
mg tnal. In Kansas City's 80-year-o1d city holding tanks 
we were all - 26 women and 27 men - grimly aware of 
the cold blooded jubilation being vented by headline writ
ers, TV pundits and a big percentage of the public over 

the death squad-like U.S. commando attack on bin Laden 
outside Islamabad, Pakistan's capital city. 

Yet there are U.S. citizens who take Rhodes' words lit
erally and put them into action because the alternatives are 
hopelessly self-defeating. The peaceful protest conducted 
in Kansas City was against President Obama's replace
ment of old warhead production systems with new ones. 
The Kansas City Plant is programmed to produce 85% of 
the Pentagon 's new H-bombs- the so-called non-nuclear 
components. 

Public opposition to the building of new nuclear 
weapons - rather than retiring them for good - grows 
stronger whenever and wherever the people find out about 
it. (See ''Ballot Initiative," p. 2) Thirty-seven were arrested 
last July at the Y-12 site in Oak Ridge, Tenn., where urani
um is to be tooled for the new bombs. Another dozen were 
detained last August protesting a new plutonium fashion
ing complex in Los Alamos, New Mexico. 

. Jt•s n?t too often _that the words of the government's 
highly patd mercenanes can be used against them. They 
don't often appeal to nonviolence. Religious leaders who 
support the country's civilian death-heavy wars are far 

more vulnerable to hypocrisy-skewering than the National 
Security Council. Rhodes quietly carries out White House 
ord~rs to bomb vill_ages in Afghanistan, Pakistan and Libya, 
while loudly declarmg violence to be cynical and dead ended. 
. Actin~ inside the sovereign territory of an ally, Obama 
IS responsible for machine-gunning, among others, an un
armed wife of an unarmed bin Laden who, according to 
Deputy National S~urity Advisor John Brennen, may 
have thrown herself m front of him. Millions called the 
action "justice," without using the prefix "frontier " even 
though - in view of the cultural atrocity of dumping of 
the body- the likelihood of ferocious, suicidal and exten
sive ret3Jiation or "blowback" is overwhelming. 

. . Those who demand an end to the spiral of revenge, 
killmg and more revenge - and even nonviolent defense 
during war - and who nonviolently interfere with the 
war system can usually expect arrest, prosecution and jail. 
These have always been the cost of securing universal rights 
and freedoms, none of which can be acquired using bombs. 0 



A Call to Action 
By Bonnie Urfer 

The truth is that with the ongoing radiation releases in 
Japan I've been feeling a bit like a character out ofNeville 
Shute's classic On the Beach. The poison has spread across 
the northern hemisphere and has made its way south to 
Hawaii and points east. It's a slow and steady spread and 
when added to the contamination from Chemobyl, Three 
Mile Island, the Mayak explosion in Russia, Tokaimura 
in Japan, the fires at Windscale in the UK, the Bohunice 
nuclear accident in Czechoslovakia, the cesium spilled in 
Goias, Brazil, and accidentally smelted in Acerinox, Spain, 
thousands of atmospheric, underwater and underground H
bomb tests, hundreds of radiation releases from reactors, 
submarines, uranium mills and H-bomb factories, it can't 
come as a surprise that cancer rates are soaring. What re
ally perplexes me is the global apathy toward the radiation 
contamination crisis, particularly in the U.S. 

Callers have been ringing up Nukewatch asking what to 
do about the increased amounts of radiation falling on the 
U.S. from Fukushima's destroyed reactors. Staffer Paul 
Vosbenkowski has compiled a list of suggestions (p.7), 
but there is no "away" and we're all adversely affected. 
We're all beil)g additionallyexposed to some degree be
cause there is no escape from the fallout. And the sad part 
is ~at unless people everywhere get active, it will happen 
again and again. 

Apathy, ignorance, \>usy schedules, denial and fear have 
provided the nuclear establishment free reign to continue 
its deadly business - business that in the end just helps 
to destroy that which we work, live and hope for. It's time 
to stop accepting the lies of safe nuclear power and the lie 
that we need nuclear weapons. It's time to take a firm and 
strong stand and deny profit for war and poison power. 
And it 's time to prioritize what is important - simply a 
future for ourselves, our children and their children. 

I have worked at Nukewatch for 25 years and cannot 
stop working against nuclear power and weapons. I have 
petitioned, written letters, protested and gone to jail many 
times and will again soon for opposing nuclear weapons 
production at Y-12 complex in Tennessee. Nonviolent re
sistance at the risk of arrest and prison is a sane response 
to a callous government and greedy industry, yet I regret 
and apologize for not being more effective. 

I have long thought that politics of the heart have never 
been able to keep pace with politics of the mind. Politics of 
the heart focuses on what is best for us all, now and for fu
ture generations. Imagine what the world would look like if 
all of the trillions of dollars spent on weapons of mass de
struction and nuclear power would instead have been poured 
into renewable energy sources for the past SO years. Imagine 
how life-affi.rming policies could have enhanced world-wide 
community and relief from the suffering that is continuously 
caused by war and war preparations; if instead of politics of 
the mind focused on domination and profit, we had collec
tively embraced global helping and healing. 

Believe me when I say that those of us who have been 
doing antinuclear work for decades desperately need help. 
Every person is needed to commit to ending the nuclear 
age - today, in our life time - to lessen the impact on 
every future generation. There is no other solution. 

It's never too late to start in the struggle for justice. 
There is no end of actions individuals can take to turn 
our destructive behavior around. Write that letter to your 
representative. Call every day to voice your opposition to 
another dollar spent on nuclear weapons and power. Walk 
down the street and carry a sign, pass out a flyer, educate 
your neighbor, join a demonstration, organize a protest 
or a conference, write a commentary and send it to your 
local paper, fund raise to purchase billboard space or an 
ad space on the bus, stamp your dollars with anti-nuclear 
messages, refuse to pay war taxes (half your federal in
come taxes), join a demonstration at a reactor or weapons 
factory near you, and support anti-nuclear groups. 

Reading On the Beach was one of the first reasons I 
became active against the nuclear industry and I fear that 
unless more people put their lives on the line for a nuclear
free world, the terribly fictional On the Beach story could 
come true. Please do something. 0 

Ballot Initiative Puts Bomb 
Building to Kansa City Voters 
Petitioning to rid Kansas City of the nuclear weapons 

establishment, the KC Peace Planters have won the place
ment of a "stop w<rt• Initiative on the Nov. 8 ballot - if 
it's not challenged in court. The measure, "Production of 
Nuclear Weapons Components Prohibited, • promotes "en
vironmentally sound" energy or cleanup wor1<, rather than 
H-bomb parts production. "Our petition can help stop the 
nudear weapons build-up," said organizer Ann Suellen
trop, a member of Physicians for Social Responsibility-KC. 
"We'll begin an educational campaign to let Kansas Citians 
make up their own minds about what they want their tax 
dollars to go toward." Under the banner "Clean jobs, not 
mean jobs, • a Memorial Day march to the bomb factory 
construction site highlighted the deadly nature of nuclear 
weapons programs. "About 150 wor1<ers have died from 
contaminants at the current plant, according to NBC Action 
News,• said attorney and Peace Planter Henry Stoever, 
chair of the board of PeaceWor1<s-Kansas City. "What day 
is more fitting than Memorial Day to remember them?" he 
said. "And what day Is more fitting for saying we must abol
ish all nuclear weapons so humanity can survive?" o 

2- Nukewlltch Quiii'Urly 

In eastern Wisconsin, walkers called for replacing nuclear reactors with renewables, wind, solar & efficiency. 

April 23rd "Walk for a Nuclear-Free Future" 
Commemorates Chernobyl & Fukushima 

Nukewatch organized a seven-mile walk between Wis
consin's two nuclear reactor sites near Lake Michigan, 
Saturday, April 23, commemorating the Chemobyl radia
tion disaster that happened 25 years ago in the fonner So
viet Republic of Ukraine. 

About 30 people joined the "Walk 'for a Nuclear-Free 
Future" which also marked the sixth week of the ongoing 
radiation calamity caused by six earthquake- and tsunami
damaged reactors in Fukushima, Japan. 
· Beginning at noon near the one-reactor Kewaunee 
complex near Two Rivers, Wisconsin, walkers moved 
south along Highway 42, arriving outside the two-reactor 
Point Beach site around 3 p.m. for a short rally. 

Speakers recalled the Chernobyl catastrophe in April 
I 986 when reactor No. 4, 60 miles from Kiev, ~uffered a 
series of explosions and a 40-day-long fire that dispersed 
over 250 million curies of radiation, some of which spread 
to every country in the northern hemisphere. 

Speakers at the rally included Natasha Akulenko of 
Madison, a native of Kiev, who was a teenager living there 
when Chemobyl exploded and burned; and Kevin Kamps, 
a nuclear waste specialist with Beyond Nuclear, the 
nuclear watchdog group in Takoma Park, Maryland. 

"Even though the Chemobyl disaster was 25 years ago. 
some wild game in northern Europe is still contaminated 
with cesium and officially off limits," Nukewatch staffer 
Bonnie Urfer told the press. "Whether it's from Chemobyl 
or Fukushima, cesiwn contaminates the food chain for 
centuries," she said, "and cesium-137 from Fukushima has 
already been found in the United States." 

Walking from One Reactor to Another 
By Roberta Thurstin, The Sparrow Sings newsletter 

On April 23, we joined people. from around the state 
for a "Walk for a Nuclear-Free Future~' to decry the dan
gerous use of nuclear power and commemorate the Cher
nobyl disaster. I was nai"ve in thinking that the catastrophe 
ofChernobyl25 years ago and today's Fukushirna disaster 
in Japan would have created a groundswelJ of support for 
the event. 

So we had a small but committed group of walkers from 
Green Bay, Eau Claire, La Crosse, Milwaukee, Madison, 

Conti1111d fro"' cover 

West Bend, Luck. Appleton and elsewhere. The redwing 
black birds were sounding their spring trill in the wetlands 
surrounding the single unit Kewaunee nuclear power reac
tor where we started. A sense of guilt came over me as 1 
observed the wildlife oblivious to the threat to their health 
put upon them by human beings. What was even more 
striking was the attitude of the people in the area. 

An elderly woman, stopping her car at her mailbox, 
shouted out her window for us to "go home" and that the 
nuclear power reactor bad nothing to do with us. Again, 
as we walked peacefully down the road, two young chil
dren held up pieces of sheet telling us to go home and a 
sign that read "Go nukes" (Yeah, we thought, into penna
nent shutdown). A woman, perhaps their mother, stood in 
the doorway with a small child on her hip yelling at us to 
"mind our own business." 

"I just remember the emotional 
impact it had on people and even 

to this day, 25 years later, I'm 
keenly aware of the radiation 
being in the fallen leaves in 
the fall, in the tap water. " 
- Natasha Akulenko, native of Kiev 

I understand that birds and wildlife don't comprehend 
the hazard in their backyard, but it completely confuses 
me when humans close their minds to the dangers of nu
clear power. As we walked to the Point Beach site, a man 
driving a truck swerved toward one of the walkers. Where 
does this anger come from? Many times jobs and a lower
ing of property taxes occur where nuclear reactors operate, 
but at what price? 

I will paraphrase a statement from ChiefSeattle in t 854: 
"This we know. The earth does not belong to humans. Hu
mans belong to the earth. This we know. All things are 
connected. Whatever befalls the earth befalls the sons and 
daughters of the earth. Humans did not weave the web of 
life. Humans are merely a strand in it. Whatever we do to 
the web, we do to ourselves."O 

Nukewatch Staffer & 7 Others Jailed 
After Show Trial in H-bomb Protest 

Steve Baggarly, 46, of Norfolk, Vuginia, Brad Lyttle, 
83, of Chicago, Sister Mary Dennis Lentsch, 74, of Wash
burn, Tenn., Dennis DuVall, 69, ofPrescott, Ariz., and Fa
ther Bill Bichse~ 82, of Tacoma, Wash., were all cut off 
during their attempts to explain the "crime prevention" 
at the core of their action at Y-12. What the jury heard 
over and over was that the defendants were ''violating the 
Magistrate's order." However, because the jury was never 
allowed to read the order itse~ jW'Ors were left only with the 
impression that the defendants were mischievous or defiant. 

In view of the magistrate's virtual gag order, Bonnie 
and several other defendants- Sister Jackie Hudson, 76, 
of the Ground Zero Center for Nonviolence in Poulsbo, 
Washington, Sister Carol Gilbert, 63, and Sister Ardeth 
Platte, 75, both of the Jonah House Community in Balti
more, Maryland and Jean Gump, 83, a Plowshares activist 
from Bloomingdale, Michigan -chose not to testify and 
didn't speak during what amounted to a sham trial. 

Brad Lyttle, a veteran of the celebrated 1961 Freedom 
Rides, defended himself, and in opening remarks to the 
jury be said, "These arsenals are not safe. A mathemati
cal probability analysis shows that they will be used, ac
cidentally or intentionally. That use will mean the end of 
civilization. What we did was not something that should 
be condemned, does not deserve a finding of guilt and does 
not deserve punishment." 

During cross examination, Sister Mary Dennis, of the 
Catholic order of Sisters of the Presentation, was asked by 
assistant district attorney Tbeodore if she recalled testify
ing at a March 4 hearing that "nuclear weapons are evil?" 
"Yes," Mary Denni~ answered, "because they're instru
ments of mass destruction." 

The government presented two Y-12 security officers as 
witnesses, and both described the nonviolent demeanor of 
the defendants. Prosecutors told the jury the case was "sim
ple" and concerned only the uncontested fact that the activ
ists walked onto Y-12 property and refused to leave. Having 
heard nothing about binding U.S. laws that put nuclear weap
ons in the banned category of poison, germs or gas, the jury 
deliberated barely an hour before delivering its verdicts. 

Defendants taken to jail pending sentencing were: Bon
nie, Sister Jackie, Sister Carol, Sister Ardeth, Steve Bag
garly, Father Bill, Jean Gump and Michael Walli. The 
defendants released pending sentencing were Beth Ros
datter, 50, a philosophy teacher of Lexington, Kentucky, 
Sister Mary Dennis, Mr. Lyttle and Mr. Du Vall. 

Watto show SllppOrtt Se~~UMingfor tM Y-12 defurilllfiS ""'>' 
not IIIU place 1111til Sept. or Oct PleMe write the 11111gistrate 1111d 
lll'ge tJuiJ the tlefenulfiS be rdet~Sed, or ct1110s1 senturud to '"tiltk 
servd" Mllil to: U.S. M11gislrt1te J11dge Br11ce G~tyU,., 800 M11,.. 
ket St., Knoxville, Ten11. 37902 

JJ7ite to Bonnie Ut:fer: ID 8957, lrwbt CoiUity Detenli411 Cen
ter, 132 Co/IQn Drive, Oci&, Georgill31774 
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NUCLEAR SHORTS 
Groups Slam Loan Guarantees for New Reactors Forget Iran Already 

TAK.OMA P~, Maryland - In June, 183 organizatio.ns NEW YORK CITY- Iran insists that its nuclear program 
11;11d small b~messes ~ed the .House and s;nate Appropna- is non-military and meant pnly for electric power and the 
ti?~s Committees to reject Prestdent Obama s r~quest for $36 production of medical isotopes. According to Seymour M. 
bdhon !Dore f~r the ~uclear loan I»:ogram, and mstead to .end • Hersh, "The two most recent National Intelligence Esti
the project entirel~. The future ~~~ belong to those nations mates on Iranian nuclear progress, representing the best 
that can most qutckly move to ~plement safe, cle~ an?, judgment of the senior officers from all the major Ameri
afl;'orda~le energy .. Nucle~ power ts none of those ~mgs, can intelligence agencies, have stated that there is no con
satd Mtcbael ~anotte •. director ~f Nuclear Infonnation and elusive evidence that Iran has made any effort to build the 
Resource Servtce, which ~oordinated the le~er. After the bomb since 2003." On May 6, Meir Dagan, Israel's former 
meltdowns at Tokyo Electric Power's Fukushuna com~lex, intelligence chief who directed theMossad for eight years, 
the groups contend that the nucle'!f loan program, authonzed ridiculed public discussion by U.S. and Israeli military 
under Tttle 17 of the Energy Pohcy ~et of 20?5, no longer hawks of an attack Iran's nuclear facilities, calling it "a 
makes s~~e. The groups and com~antes that s~~ed ?n rep- stupid ideii" that could lead to a long regional war. 
resent milhons of people from Mame to Hawan and mclude -The New Yorker, June 6, & New York Times, May 9 & 31, 2011 
national groups such as Greenpeace, Friends of the Earth and • • • • 
Clean Water Action as well as regional and statewide envi- Deadly Ponce Riot at Indian Antinuclear Rally 
ronmental and peace organizations, family farms, food eo- MUMBAI, India- Police fired into the crowd killing one 
ops and other small businesses. man and injuring seven others during protests in.the west-

The approximately $20 billion currently in the program ern state of Maharastra. Protests have been ongoing since 
should be rescinded, the groups said in the hand-delivered the government announced plans for the 9,900 megawatt 
letter. The appeal asks for withdrawal of the $8.3 billion Jaitapur nuclear reactor four years ago. The reactor would 
conditionally offered for construction of two new reactors be the largest in the world, costing over $10 billion, and 
at Southern Company's existing Vogtle nuclear power site in is located in a earthquake zone. Outrage has been ramped 
Georgia as well as funds earmarked for new uranium enrich- up following Japan's radiation crisis. A general strike was 
ment factories. After presenting the letter directly to corn- called after the shooting, and left the streets desolate. 
mittee members, Mariotte told the press, "It would be bad Within a couple of days protesters returned, and continue
policy and bad politics to continue this risky program that the voicing opposition to state repression, police misconduct 
American people do not want and that cannot meet its goal of and the proposed reactor. 
spurring some quixotic dream of a nuclear revival." - TNN, AP, & Press Trust of India, April20, 2011 

-Nuclear Information and Resource Service, June 2, 2011 

U.S. Urged to Oose l1 Fukushima-type Reactors Here 

TAKOMA PARK, Maryland - Following an expose in the 
New York limes and theAprill3, 2011 filing of its own emer
gency enforcement petition to the Nuclear Regulatory Com
mission (NRC), the watchdog group Beyond Nuclear has re
newed its call on the NRC to suspend the operating licenses 
of21 Mark I General Electric reactors in the U.S. The Mark 1 
units are nearly identical to the Fukushima reactors that have 
exploded into shambles and that are leaking radioactivity into 
the air and sea. 

Beyond Nuclear and a large number of safe energy groups 
and impacted communities from near Mark I sites are peti
tioning the NRC to halt the operation of these reactors. The 
NRC has scheduled a public meeting on the emergency en
forcement petition at its Maryland headquarters for June 8. 

A May 17 limes article revealed that an experimental 
venting system installed on the flawed containment structures 
of GE Mark I Boiling Water Reactors (BWR) failed to func
tion as designed on Units 1, 2 and 3 at Fukushima. The article 
[and a follow-up May 19] point out that the venting system is 
identical to the experimental ''fix" installed in the late 1980s 
and early 1990s on several of the 23 Mark I BWRs now oper
ating in the United States. 

The petitioners charge that not only do some U.S. Mark 
I reactors use the same failed venting systems, but the NRC 
is aware that other Mark I reactor operators may not even 
have installed - and some may even have removed - the 
controversial venting systems. If these systems had worked 
as designed in Japan they would have prevented extensive 
damage from the devastating tritium/hydrogen explosions at 
Fukushima. -Beyond Nuclear, May 18, 2011 

Vermont Yankee Reactor Owner Challenges 
State-imposed License Expiration 

VERNON, Vermont - To close or to relicense, that is 
the question being slugged out in federal .court regard
ing the deteriorating Vermont Yankee nuclear reactor near 
Vemon, Vermont. On one side of the battle is the reac
tor's owner, Entergy Corporation, based in New Orleans, 
Louisiana. On the other side is the Vermont legislature and 
public opinion, which have exercised veto power over op
erations by refusing to extend its license beyond its March 
2012 expiration. 

A brief review shows that when Entergy bought the re
actor from local utilities in 2002, they signed an agreement 
with the Public Service Board, Vermont's regulatory agen
cy. This agreement states that when the reactors 40-year 
operating license expired in March 2012, its "Certificate 
of Public Good" would also be renewed. The state added 
another layer of oversight by enacting a law forbidding 
the Public Service Board from granting such a certificate 
without legislature's approval. 

Therein lies the rub. In February of2010, the Vermont 
State Senate voted 26-4 against granting the certificate. 
Entergy cried foul, and filed a lawsuit, stating that only 
experts at the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) 
have the authority to make such decisions. In fact, the 
NRC is quick to point out that despite the reactor's well
documented operational lapses, safety failures, outright 
cover-ups and numerous mishaps, the reactor has received 
positive ratings from an industry group. 

Vermont Yankee's vintage and GE Mark I design are 
identical to the disastrous Fukushima reactors. Concerned 
citizens of the Green Mountain State are wont to say, 
"Shut it down." -New York 1imes, March 11 & Burlington 
Free Press, May 25, 2011 
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Nothing Funny, Bart, About Nuclear Power 

SPRINGFffiLD, USA - Suddenly, jokes about nuclear 
reactors are no longer funny in some quarters. TV sta
tions around the world are pulling episodes of the hit show 
"The Simpsons" in response to the reactor, meltdowns at 
Fukushima. :Broadcasters in Canada, Austria, Switzerland 
and even in antinuclear Germany have decided to replace 
certain episodes that shine an unflattering light on the in
dflstry or sarcastically ridicule nuclear engineers. Episodes 
like "Marge Gets a Job," which features scientists Marie 
and Pierre Curie turning into zombies due to radiation ex
posure, or "On a Clear Day I Can't See My Sister," that 
includes jokes about a meltdown have been culled. As the 
longest running show on television, The Simpsons has had 
plenty of time and animunition to poke fun at the indus
try. Homer Simpson's employment at the local reactor has 
proved a fertile ground for satire highlighting the indus
try's arrogant, unstable and inherently dangerous opera
tions. Beginning with the opening of the show that shows 
the two cracked and leaking cooling towers. The Simpsons 
producer AI Jean has stated, "We have 480 episodes, and 
if there are a few that they don't want to air for awhile in 
light of the terrible thing going on, I completely under
stand that."- Toronto Star & Hollywood Reporter, March 28, 2011 

Plans Scrapped for New Reactors in Texas 

BAY CITY, Texas - A New Jersey-based independent 
power provider, NRG, has dropped plans to build two 
giant nuclear reactors in southern Texas. NRG and their 
minority partner Toshiba are writing off their initial invest
ment of$331 million. The plug was pulled due to financial 
risks created by the reactor disaster in Japan. The proposal 
for South Texas- reactors 3 & 4 was pegged as one of four 
candidates eligible for billions in federal loan guarantees. 
Separately, Constellation Energy pulled out of a proposed 
Calvert Cliffs reactor project in Maryland threatening its 
cancellation. The energy department also gave conditional 
loan guarantees to projects in Georgia and in South Carolina. 

NRG has spent$331 million so far on planning and per
mitting of the expansion, but the company "could notjus
tify further financial participation," siid. Chief executive 
David Crane. "We have concluded that financially, this is 
the end of the line for us." Tom Smith, an organizer with 
Public Citizen in Austin, Texas, cited higher construction 
costs and uncertainties in the wake of the Fukushima ,ne It
down as the main causes for abandoned new construction. 
"The wheels are starting to fall off the nuclear renais
sance," he said. 

-Dallas News, Apri119; New York 1imes, April20, 2011 

For Medicinal Purposes of Course 

PITTSBURGH, Penn. -As if we needed another reason 
to drink red wine, and some of us don't, a University of 
Pittsburgh research team found that the celebrated antioxi
dant resveratrol found in red wine might help protect hu
man cells against exposure to radioactive material. Resve
ratrol can help mitochondria, the energy-producing bodies 
in human cells, combat cell death caused by exposure to 
radiation. In past studies, resveratrol has been shown to 
beneficially stitbulate mitochondria. 

-Newsweek, & Guardian, March 25,2011 

Expanded Compensation for Nuclear Workers 

WASHINGTON, DC -A bipartisan group of Senators 
are once more attempting to expand the Radiation Ex
posure Compensation Act. They hope to expand eligibil
ity among former nuclear workers who were exposed to 
radiation. Uranium workers employed after 1971 would 

qualify under the new language. The amendment will 
equalize compensation for all claimants at $150,000 and 
expand the size of the "downwinders" exposure area. It 
also calls for funding a study of the health impacts on fam
ilies of uranium workers and residents of uranium process
ing communities. The senators supporting the revision are 
mainly from Western states hard hit by uranium pollution 
and health care costs: Colorado, New Mexico, Nevada and 
Idaho. Idaho Senator Mike Crapo said, "I recognize the 
burden placed upon cancer patients and their families to 
pay for the expensive regimen of treatments this disease 
requires. Passage of this legislation is the first step in help
ing ldahoans get the care they need." Senator Tom Udall, 
D-New Mexico, added, "As the U.S. government built 
up its Cold War nuclear arsenal during the mid-20th cen
tury, many Americans paid the price with their health ... 
With this legislation, we honor a generation ofhardwork
ing Americans who sacrificed their lives and health by 
working or living near the uranium mines." Contaminated 
communities are in need of support and encouragement to 
work for even broader compensation eligibility. 

-Idaho Statesman, April12, & Pacific News, June 1, 2011 

Just Don't Call it Proliferation: U.S. & 
UK Collude in Rearming Nuclear Subs 

With all the glad handing surrounding the U .S.-Russian 
New Start Treaty to re-order their respective nuclear ar
senals, the U.S. and Britain are quietly working out their 
own plan for weapons proliferation, all under the guise of 
a ''need" to have the UK.'s Trident submarines using the 
same "common missile compartment" as the U.S. Tridents. 

According to Britain's Defense Secretary Liam Fox, 
"Agreement with the U.S. on ... jointly developed com
mon missile compartment design, which will be capable of 
carrying the Trident D5 missiles and any replacement once 
the D5 reaches the end of its life in the 2040s, has been a 
major part of our cost containment during the process." 

Claiming the new fleet will cost $40 billi()n, Mr. Fox 
defended the huge expense using only a theoretical chance 
of some unnamed future danger. Fox said, "We do not 
know how the international environment will change over 
the next 50 years, and we cannot dismiss the possibility 
that a direct nuclear threat to the UK might emerge." 

The Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament countered 
that the total pricetag of Trident replacement, including 
warheads, missiles and lifetime costs, is over $164 bil
lion. CND's General Secretary Kate Hudson said May 18, 
"Committing billions more to this ruinously expensive 
white elephant is something the government should be 
forced to justify every time police numbers are cut, hospi
tals reduce their services or public servants are laid off." 

Each Trident D5 missile costs an estimated $30.9 mil
lion; according to the U.S. Navy website. U.S. Trident 
subs carry 24 nuclear armed missiles, the UK's just eight. 
The two militaries are in discussion about the exact num
ber of common missiles. With 12, the size ofBritain's next 
class of subs would have to increase. The U.S. has said it 
would only reduce the number of its missiles from 24 to 
16, although the proposed reduction has some hawks in 
Congress complaining. 

The U.S. and Britain have a long history of nuclear 
weapons collusion. Under the guise of the 1958 Mutual 
Defence Agreement, the UK works with the three main 
U.S. nuclear weapons laboratories - Lawrence Liver
more in California and Los Alamos and Sandia in New 
Mexico - on design and maintenance of its warheads. 
British nuclear weapons components are even transported 
between UK and the U.S. weapons labs for tests. Under 
the terms of the agreement, the U.S. provides assistance 
and "leases" missiles to the UK, and the British Tridents 
are assigned to NATO for the "defence of the Alliance" 
- except when the UK government "may decide that su
preme national interests are at stake." UK.nuclear strategy 
and targeting is closely coordinated with the U.S. through 
the NATO Nuclear Planning Group. NATO's nuclear pos
ture, heavily influenced by the U.S. includes the options 
of using nuclear weapons first, and using nuclear weapons 
against non-nuclear countries. ~ The Guardian, BBC and 
CND May, 18; Navy.mil, andABCNews, Feb. 5, 2011-PV 
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In Japan's Fukushima Disaster, Echoes of Chernobyl and War 
By John LaForge in drinking water in Washington, California, Arizona, Ida- contained 3.2 picoCuries-per-liter of iodine-131, and that 

The Great East Japan Earthquake of March 11, the ho, Minnesota, Massachusetts, Tennessee, Montana, Pennsyl- the EPA's maximum contaminant 'level is 3.0, the writer 
4th most powerful ever recorded, and its subsequent tsu- vania, Ohio, Colorado, Michigan, New Jersey and Alabama. concluded, "EPA does not consider these levels to pose 
nami caused at least 21,000 fatalities and displaced over Even prior to the massive dumping of contaminated waste a health threat." In fact, EPA officially says, ''there is no 
600,000 people: 452,000 forced into shelters by the natu- water, seawater samples,takenApril2 found cesium-137 at a level below which we can say an exposure poses no risk." 
ral disasters, another 170,000 forced to evacuate the very Ievell.l million times the legal limit. Iodine-131 concentra- . The government's '"allowable," "permissible" or "le
unnatural radiation zone. · tions were 5 million times the limit. On April 5, the iodine gal" limits for radiation in food, water, soil and air are not 

Meltdowns or explosions at three Fukushima Daiichi contamination rose to 7.5 million times the permitted level. safe. The National Council on Radiation Protection says, 
reactors - which wer~ hit dead-on by a 50-foot tsunami Cesium is especially dangerous because it persists in the en- "Every increment of radiation exposure produces an incre
according to Bloomberg News and the New York Times vironment for 300 years,. moves quickly up the food chain and mental increase in the risk of cancer." 
- and a waste fuel explosion and fire at a fourth have concentrates in muscle tissue and the livef. Fisheries at risk 
dispersed severe and widespread radiation, poisoning the On April 11, the disaster was declared a "level 7" on the Fukushima's potential impact on fish stocks is grave. A 
drinking water of 19 U .S. states with iodine-131, Hawaii's International Atomic Energy Agency's scale of radiation collapse of Japan's fishing industry can perhaps be avoid
raw milk with strontium, and both Japanese fish and Ver- releases - the worst possible ~ putting it on a par with ed, but this would probably require a weakening of con
mont milk with cesium. Chemobyl. However, the designation is badly outdated tamination rules. Indeed, on April 6 Reuters reported that 

It's an old saw in antinuclear campaigns that the worst because it was established after Cherhobyl and applies to the Japanese government was preparing to revise upwards 
thing that can happen is to be proven right. There is noth- radiation releases from a single reactor. Moreover, Cher- the allowable radiation limits that would permit "brief' 
ing but desperation in knowing that Fuk:ushima is spew- no~yl was located in sparsely populated rural Ukraine, exposure to high levels during disasters. Officials in the 
ing carcinogens from cracked reactors, from smashed and while Fukushima is in the midst of millions of residen- U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) are currently 
leaking cooling pools full of melted high-level waste, from tial households. The Institute for Energy & Environmental promoting the same sort of allowable dose increases. Ma
wrecked waste drainage ponds and from broken pipes, Research estimated that in the first several days about 2.4 jor ocean <:urrents move from Japan into the fishery in the 
valves and gaskets; that FukushiJna's radiation has spread million curies of iodine-131 and half-a-million curies of Gulf of Alaska, so the massive releases will be noted in 
to far off airports and to Tokyo's tap water and breast milk cesium isotopes had been released by the wreckage. On seafood there too. 
150 miles away, and that it has contaminated seawater, April12, Japanese officials said 10 million curies had been OnAprill4, the Japanese health ministry disclosed that 
groundwater, rainwater, vegetables, dairy products, mush- released, but June 7 it doubled this estimate to 20 million cesium 25 times the legal limit, as well as radioactive io
rooms, fish, soil, tea, and in a terrible echo of Hiroshima, curies in the first week after March 11. Chemobyl 's fires dine, had been found in young sand lance - a popular ed
even the corpses of quake and tsunami victims. were largely doused after 40 days, but Fukushima's four ible fish- caught offFukushima prefecture. "One sample 

An apparent government and industry cover-up ofcru- out-of-control and unapproachable masses of melted ura- ofthe tiny fish, whose sale has been halted, had a cesium 
cial information, and official understatements regarding nium fuel could vent radiation from for months. Highly ra- level of 12,500 becquerels per kilogram, far exceeding the 
radiation hazards, moved the Prime Minister's highest sci- dioactive water gushed from reactor No. 2 directly into the 500 becquerel/kilo limit," the Kyodo News reported. 
ence advisor to resign in protest. (Seep. 5) Angry, flabber- sea at a rate of seven-tons-per-hour for up to four weeks. Officers of Japan's fishing industry have suggested that 
gasted Japanese parents demanded and have won a major However, authoritative estimates of radiation releases they may demand $120 billion in compensation for dam
political victory by forcing the government to abandon its might never be made because 22 of the 23 radiation monitors ages to seafood, a major source of protein for the island 
plan to increase allowable radiation exposures for children installed around Fukushima I and II were wrecked within 3 nation's 127 million people. Likewise,. the country's major 
and infants. hours of the quake and tsunami, the Japan Times said. agricultural federation urged Tepco to compensate farmers 

Japan is limiting it evacuation around the smashed reac- Severity of radiatiou releases sets in ruined by the near collapse of the fresh produce economy 
tor complex to a 12-mile radius, even though cesium-137 Beginning in April, some news groups stopped refer- across six prefectures. The Central Union of Agricultural 
was found in a village 25 miles from Fukushima in amounts ring to "harmless," insignificant," or "safe" levels of radia- Cooperatives' complaint harshly criticized Tepco 's disas
over twice the evacuation standard used at Chemobyl, the tion, and began saying that the cesium posed no "immedi- ter response and said that because of soil contamination 
site of in 1986 of the world's worst radiation catastrophe. ate" danger. Nicholas Fisher, a marine scientist at the State and the government's restriction on planting, "It would be 
Japanese surveyors found up to 3.7 million becquerels of University of New York, was asked about eating cesium· unavoidable (for farmers) to suspend farming over a long 
cesium per square meter. The abandonment standard used contaminated fish. He said, "You're not going to die from term, and even to think about abandoning agriculture." 
at Chemobyl was 1.48 million. eating it right away, but we're getting to levels where I Radiation monitors wrecked or just phased out 

Contamination aecidental and deliberate would think twice about eating it." This is a reference to Fueling new allegations of government information 
On April 4, Tepco began dumping 11,500 tons of con- the incubation or "latency" period for cancer, which can control, the NRC announced May 16 that its 24-hour 

taminated reactor cooling water- out of a total of at least appear 20 to 40 years after one's contamination. operations center had stopped monitoring the reactors at 
60,000 tons in need of"disposal"- directly into the sea. Dr. 1ra Helfand of Physicians for Social Responsibil- Fukushima because conditions there "are slowly stabiliz
The deliberate contamination of the Pacific, whose cur- ity explains "The press is reporting that 100 millisieverts ing." Greenpeace experts aboard Rainbow Warrior had 
rents move directly toward the Alaska fishery, came. after (mSv) is the lowest dose that increases cancer risks. This complained April 28 that they were denied permission by 
three weeks of the uncontrolled and unaccounted gushing simply isn.,t true. According to the NAS, if you are ex- Japan to carry out independent radiation monitoring in the 
of radioactive water from an unknown number of broken posed to a dose of 100 mSv, you have a one in 100 chance country's territorial waters. Even the New York Times had 
pipes, cracked tanks and from three potentially ruptured of getting cancer, but a dose of 10 mSv still gives you a cautioned editorially two weeks earlier that, "Officials in 
reactor vessels and waste fuel pools. one in 1,000 chance of getting cancer, and a dose of 1 mSv Japan and around the globe will need to ·keep monitoring 

At lease three large explosions of tritium gas, the radio- gives you a one in 10,000 risk. Those odds sound fairly the air and water and the fish supply for many months, if 
active form of what was universally referred to in the me- low for one individual, but if you expose 10,000 people to not longer," but the Obama Administration, the EPA, Na
dia only as "hydrogen," were followed by major releases a one in 10,000 risk, one of them will get cancer. If you ex- tional Oceanic & Atmospheric Admin., and the FDA and 
of radioactive steam and water from reactor structures. pose 10 million people to that dose, 1,000 will get cancer." will dismantle their emergency radiation monitoring. 

Forbes reported April 11 that cesium from Fukushima. Cesium-137 continues "to emit particles for centuries" Kevin Kamps, the radioactive waste specialist at Be-
had been found in milk in Vermont and that iodine-131 the Times acknowledged March 22, three centuries to be yond Nuclear, warns: '"Now once every 3 months the 
- near the EPA's recommended maximum level - was exact. As it cycles through the food chain cesium concen- government will look at the milk supply to report on con
in drinking water in dozens ofU.S. cities. The EPA found trates in muscle and the liver; tamination, and once a month it will look at rainwater. The 
cesium and tellurium in Idaho, Nevada, Hawaii, Florida, The Forbes report misstated the EPA's position on ra- government doesn't want to know what's in the air, water 
Utah, the Marina Islands, and it found radioactive iodine diation risk. Noting that a Phoenix, Arizona water sample and food supply, and doesn't want us to know." D 

Spewing from Japan~ Meltdowns: Dangerous Plumes of Disinformation 
~ell-reported plumes of radiation. have spread to Cali- "One can no longer speak of a 'safe' dose level," as Dr. risk of cancer." This appears to be outright tying by anony-

fomta ~d beyond from ~e wreck~d stx-rea~r.complex at ~an Fairlie and ~; !darvin Resnikoff said in their report mous "officials," but it also indicates an appalling laziness 
Fukushtma, Jap~ .. What s ~orse m !~s of cttizen aware- "No dose too low, m the Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists. on the part of the Associate Press, since information on 
ness, clouds of dismformation are ~rrclmg even faster. But when representatives from government agencies, low dose exposures is easily available from the websites 

The consequ~ces of Ja~an 's ~s~ter cubed - earth- universities or industry say ''the amount of radiation did of the relevant regulatory agencies. 
quakes, a tsun~t and spewmg radiation- can hardly be not reach a dangerous level," the listener is led to believe Dr. Chris Busby; a founder of theE an Committee 
e":ag~erate<!- wtth over 22,~ tx:ople reportedly ~11~ or in error·~~ there's som': level that. is .risk-fr~. on Radiation Risk ~d chief scientist a:ZLow-Level Ra· 
mtssmg, Widespread contammation by long-lasting tso- The hiding or obscurmg ofradtation's dispersal cante di ti c · h ed th "R bo 
topes like cesium, and an early estimate of$250 billion in from government and company officials early on who re- dia. 

0t? ampatgn, ~ wedamb thatJ eas. surances a ut 
damages rted ''v tin' fh dr , d 1 . d th ra a ton exposures tssu y e apanese government 

. po en g o y ogen gas, an c aune ere was be bel" d · · · · 
Yet within the blizzard of radiation being dispersed un· ''no threat to health." Even when hydrogen gas explosions cannot . teve · They are based. 0? an mval~d n~ 

controllably, day after day, from Japan's wrecked reactors destroyed parts of four reactors, the promise of safety was model wht~h the In~ational Co~ston on Radio to~· 
and their dry pools of burning-hot waste fuel, it's impor- repeated. ~al ~tectio? (I~) !tselfhas admttted cannot be applted 
tant to note the storm of reassuring but erroneous lullabies "In fact," wrote environmental anthropologist Barbara m accuient sttuations. 
about"saf~,""harmless"and."l~ssthandangerous"exposures. Rose Johnston in the Bulletin, ''the hydrogen released is 'f!rls ICRP radiation ~s~ model is the basis. of and 

There ts no level of radiation exposure, no matter how tritium water vapor, a low-level [radiation} emitter that can dommates all present radiation exposure regulation. Yet 
small, that is harmless. Every federal agency that regulates be absorbed in a human body through simply breathin& or by Dr. Busby reports, ''The basic [ICRP] concept of radiation 
radioactive pollution agrees. drinking contaminated water." · dose is generally recognized to be invalid for many types 

Any exposure raises eaneer risk The principle Japanese government ·spokesperson, of internal exposure relevant to the present emergency." 
The National Council on Radiation Protection says, Chief Cabinet Secretary Yuldo Edano, has been one of Industry watchdogs ~ working to correct the errors. 

:'[E]very incr~ent or radia~on exposure produces an the worst violators. On March 21, Edano asked the public Mary Olso~ ofNuclear Information and Resource Service 
mcremen-tal ~crease m the risk of cancer." The Environ- not to overreact to reports of radioactively contaminated writes, "Radiation carries a risk, not a certainty, of DNA 
~?ental Protection.Agc:ncy says~" ... any exposure to. radia- turnips, cauliflower, cabbage and parsley saying, "Even if damage at every level of exposure. An emission from a 
tion poses some nsk, t.e. there.ts ~~level below whtch we you eat contaminated, vegetables several times it will not radionuclide that chanced to ride on your sandwich into 
can say an exposure poses no nsk. The Department ofEn- harm your health at all, the BBC reported. Spinach contam- your tummy- an exposure so tiny that it would never be 
ergy s~ys about.l?w l~vels of ~ation ~ " ... the major inated. with ~oactive iodine at 27 times the government- measured - has the capacity to start what might become 
effect ts a very sbght mcrease m cancer nsk." The Nuclear establtshed lunit was found in the city ofHitachi, over 50 fatal cancer." 
Regulatory Collll_llission say~, "any amount o~ radiati~n miles south of the failed reactors. Governments have set up ''permissible," "allowable" 
may pose some nsk for causmg cancer ... any mcrease m Outright lying, appalling laziness and "legal" radiation exposure limits because reactors 
dose, ~o ~~ how s~all, results in an in~en~ ~- ~ March 17, ~en radiation levels :were repo~y can't operate without venting or dumping contaminated 
~e ~ nsk. The Natio~ Acad~r of Sct~ces, !?. •!S 300 tim~s no~ Just south of Fuku_shima, As~ta!OO gases and liquids. Whether it is released by routine opera-
Btologtcal Effects ofloruzmg Radiation Vll, says, tt ts Press wnter Eric Talmadge reported wtthout qualification tions or by multiple meltdowns exposure to this radiation 

unlikely that a threshold exists for the induction of can- that unnamed officials said, "It would take three years of - from contaminated milk, taP water, vegetables or fish 
cers .... " constant exposure to these higher levels to raise a person's - is never safe. It's just permissible under law. - JL 



Prof. Cb.ris Busby, author of Wings of Death (1995), and 
Wolves of Water (2006), is Scientific Secretary of tbe Euro
pean Committee on Radiation Risks. 

Situation "essentially 
out of control" still 

ln a May 17 interview, Professor Chris Busby, Scien
tific Secretary of the European Committee on Radiation 
Risks and director of the UK's Low Level Radiation Cam
paign, said the situation at the F\lkushima complex is still 
out of control. The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
painted nearly the same picture if more reassuringly, May 
16, saying through its chief staff official William Borshardt 
that, " [C]onditions at the Japanese reactors are slowly sta
bilizing." 

The BBC said similarly May 23, that the Tokyo Electric 
Power Co. "has been trying to cool the reactors and get 
the unstable fuel rods back under control" and "trying to 
contain radiation from the plant. ... " 

Likewise the Associated Press said June 4, that Tepco 
workers were still "fighting to get the plant under control" 
and that the "reactors are spewing radiation into the air and 
leaking it into the sea!' 

In interviews with Russian Television (RT), the BBC, 
the Guardian and others, Professor Busby has been more 
direct and does not mince words: 

Busby: "Of course, it$ time for the Japanese govern
ment to take control. But having said that, it$ very hard 
to know how you could take control of the situation. The 
situation is essentially out of control. 

"I have to say that it is still fissioning . ... There is an on
going nuclear reaction taking place now. We can tell that 
from the isotopic ratios of the substances being emitted It 
is by no means over. 

"I believe personally that its a global problem -and 
not the Japanese government$ problem only." 

RT: On May 17, Japan's Prime Minister Naoto K.an 
sai~ .~ his gov~~t was determined to " take respon
sibility' for Japans cnppled [Fukushima] nuclear com
plex "right to the end" as the operator of the reactors said a 
revised road map to resolve the crisis would stick with the 
existing time line. 

Speaking to the media May 17, Tokyo Electric Power 
Co. Vice President Sak.ae Muto said the company would 
maintain the revised plan but will add new tasks such as 
boosting preparedness for tsunamis and improvu;g condi
tions for workers. 

The government's 9-month. time line for bringing the 
reactors under control is "not realistic," Busby said 

Busby: "/ don~ think they have the faintest idea 
of what they are going to do there. From the point of 
view of global releases .. . they have to do something 
pretty drastic to try and cover {these reactors] up, to 
build some sort of dome and containment so at least the 
radiation that$ being released by the reactor fissioning 
doesn ~get out any longer." 0 

- http://rt.com/news/situation-filkushima-no-control 

FaB .... Siulres 
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Radiation Expert 
Resigns Japanese 

Cabinet in Protest, 
Joining Others 

Prof. Toshiso Kosako, the chief scientific advisor to Ja
pan's Prime Minister Naoto Kan, resigned in protest April 
29 and staged a tearful press conference where he harshly 
condemned what he called Japan's withholding of informa
tion and its "stop gap" reactions to the increasingly severe 
contamination being caused by the radiation crisis. 

Kosako, a professor at the Uruversity of Tokyo and an 
expert on radiation safety who was appointed in the wake 
of the Fukushima calamity, accused the Prime Minister 
and Japan's Nuclear and Industrial Safety Commission 
of ignoring his advice about protecting children and other 
vulnerable populations from radiation. May 20, the presi
dent ofTepco, Masataka Shimizu, also resigned. 

Since the administration refused to listen to him and 
even violated federal law regarding radiation hazards, 
Prof. Kosako told the press, "There is no ·point for me to 
be here." His April 30 statement to the Japanese Parlia
ment blasted the government's decision to permit chil
dren living near the wrecked Fukushima Daiichi reactor 
complex to be exposed to doses of radiation equal to the 
international standard for adult rea.ctor workers. The rate 
is 20 times the level of radioactivity that was allowed for 
kids before Fukushima and far higher than international 
standards set for the public, the New York Tunes reported. 
"I cannot allow this as a scholar," Kosako said, adding that 
he would not allow his children to be so exposed. 

Prof. Kosako went on to confirm what independent.crit
ics have complained of since disaster struck March 11 : that 
the government is withholding information abOut radiation 
levels in and around the exclusion zone and has set overly 

Overcome witb emotion, Tosbiso Kosako, above, tbe cblef 
nuclear adviser' to Japanese Prime Mialster Naoto Kan, re
si.gDed la p~test April 29 over radiation doses bein.g permit
ted for children. He is tbe ~nd senior scientist to quit over 
questions about radiation or seismic risks posed by Japan's 
aadear reactors. 

high limits on radiation exposures for workers doing short 
shifts as they try to bring the reactors and leaking waste fuel 
pools under control. 

Prof. Kosako's resignation echoes an earlier protest 
departure by seismologist Katsuhiko Ishibashi, of Kobe 
Uruversity, who had argued for years that tougher seismi~ 
requirements for Japan's reactors are necessary. In 2006, 
Prof. lshibashi was serving on a government committee 
and urging the imposition of stricter earthquake standards. 
When his warnings were ignored - as with Prof. Kosako 
-he resigned in protest. Kasako told the Times, "If Japan 
had faced up to the dangers earlier, we could have prevented 
Fukushima."- JL 

WorriedAboutRadiationinBreastMilk? 
By Osha Gray Davidson, Grist 

How can we best protect the wee ones? For survivors 
of Japan's devastating earthquake and tsunami, there have 
been so many concerns: access to clean water and food, 
the need for shelter, the threat of disease. It's the same aw
ful list that accompanies natural disasters around the world 
-but with one big difference. 

ln Japan, survivors also face the ongoing threat of ra
diation released by six reactors at the Fukushima Daiichi 
nuclear power complex. Under circumstances still not 
ful ly understood, the cooling systems at Fukushima lost 
power after the earthquake and tsunami. Large amounts of 
radioactive materials were blown hundreds of feet into the 
air from hydrogen explosions at the site, contaminating a 
large surrounding area. 

Kikuko Murak.ami survived the natural disasters. But 
like many Japanese, she is not reassured by the constant 
~ovemment refrain that radiation from Fukushima poses 
little or no threat to human health for those living outside 
of a 12-mile exclusion zone. 

"We are worried," Murakami said at a recent press 
conference focusing attention on the concerns of one im
portant group: breast-feeding mothers. Murakami is the 
spokesperson for the Breast Milk Mothers Network, a citi
zen's group in Fukushima city. "With news that radiation 
continues to escape from the nuclear accident, the govern
ment must do more," she says. 

Specifically, the Breast Milk Mothers Network called 
on the government to pay an independent laboratory to test 
breast milk for radiation contamination, and to evacuate 
nursing mothers whose milk tests positive. 

The possibility of a mother passing tainted milk to her 
infant through breast-feeding is appalling even in the ab
stract. But the problem is real. Independent tests on nine 
breast milk samples collected on March 24 and March 30 
found radioactive iodin~ 131 in four nursing mothers -
all of them living far from the exclusion zone. One wom
an's ~ome is 120 miles from Fukushim.a Daiichi, and just 
20 rrules from downtown Tokyo. 

Reuoa to worry? 
The level of radiation in the women's milk ranged from 

173' picocuries per kilogram to a high of 980 picocuries. 
Even the highest reading is "a very small amount," says 
Dr. Alan Lockwood, professor of neurology and nuclear 
medicine at the Uruversity of Buffalo and past president 
of the group Physicians for Social Responsibility. "How
ever," he adds, "there is no level of radiation exposure that 
is demonstrably safe." 

The Japanese government, nuclear industry officials, 
and much of the mainstream media stress the first part of 
Lockwood's statement while ignoring the second. 

"Too much concern is unnecessary," said Japanese 
Chief Cabinet Secretary Yukio Edano, the day after the 
press conference, pointing out that the radiation levels 
were well below safety limits. But in fact Japan has no 
such limits for breast milk. Edano was using the standard set 
for tap water: 2, 700 picocuries for infants under a year old. 

Many scientists and health professionals were uncom
fortable with Edano's definitive statement that radiation 
would have no impact on breast-fed infants. 

As Murakami pointed out during the mothers' press 

conference, phrases such as "no immediate risk of health 
problems" are misleading in discussing the primary threat 
from radiation. While extremely high levels of exposure 
produce acute symptoms, the damage from lower doses 
usually take years to appear. 

"Around Chernobyl, rates ofleukemia and thyroid can
cer in children reached their peak I 0 years after the di
saster," she said. Diseases "torment the victims for many 
years" after the initial exposure. 

Says Lockwood, iodine-13 1 ingested by a baby will be 
concentrated in the baby's thyroid gland, increasing the 
risk for developing thyroid cancer later in life. He adds 
that the risk is proportional to the radiation exposure. In 
other words: Since the exposure was low, the risk to an 
individual child is also low. 

There's an equally valid way oflooking at risk, howev
er. Say that the likelihood of dying from ingesting a chemi
cal is one in 10,000. On an individual level, that seems 
pretty safe. But it also means that if a million people con
sume the chemical, I 00 of them will die. The vast majority 
of infants who drink contaminated breast milk will be fine. 
A few, however, are likely to develop cancer- 10, 20, or 
~ven 30 years from now. 

Pathways of exposure 
No one can be certain how the iodine-131 found in 

the breast milk contaminated the four women in the test 
group, but there are several likely pathways. 

"In Chernobyl, it was the food chain," says Dr. Ruth 
Lawrence, professor of pediatrics and ob-gyn at the Uni
versity of Rochester, New York. "Cow's milk was the pri
mary pathway." In Japan, she says, iodine-131 could have 
~tered the women's bodies via contaminated tap water (a 
Widespread problem), airborne particles, or tainted food . 

Once ingested, regardless of the source, iodine-131 
isn't dispersed equally throughout the body. It's concen
trated in the thyroid gland, where iodine is used to produce 
hormones. These hormones are then passed to a nursing 
infant through the breast milk, where they settle in the 
baby's thyroid gland. 

Given the possibility that a mother's breast milk may 
carry radioactive time bombs that could go off decades 
into the future, many women may be tempted to stop 
breast-feeding. 

''That would be a serious mistake," says Lawrence. Her 
opinion carries a lot of weight. Lawrence is widely regard
ed as the leading medical expert on lactation in the U.S. 1n 
1979, her authoritative book, Breastfeeding: A Guide for 
the Medical Profession, quickly became, and remains, the 
standard reference on the subject. 

"It's better to breaSt-feed unless there's absolute proof 
that it's dangerous," she said in an interview. 

Lawrence points to the many benefits ofbreast-feeding 
- hydration, nutrition, protection against infection and 
disease - which become even more important following 
a disaster. 

"You have to look at the alternatives, too," she added. 
For example, the water used to mix fonnula may have 
been the original source of the mother's contamination. To 
stop breast-feeding in that case would not only deprive the 
baby of all the considerable benefits of nursing, but would 
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Meltdowns SpuF Global Anti-nuclear Resurgence 
By Paul Vos Benkowski & John LaForge 

The earthquake and tsunami that ravaged the coast of 
northeast Japan and led to the catastrophic meltdowns of 
three Fukushima reactors has awakened millions of people 
to the inherent dangers of nuclear power. Even some gov
ernments are taking a lesson. 

European Union 
On May 26, eleven European Union member states 

who don't currently operate any reactors, formed an alli
ance against nuclear power. The states -Austria, Latvia, 
D~ark, Malta, Liechtenstein, Greece, Ireland, Portugal, 
Estorua, Cyprus and Luxemburg - signed a declaration 
demanding strict safety standards for reactors and in
creased liability for their operators. The statement declared 
that nuclear power is not sustainable or suitable for climate 
protection and that it should be replaced by renewables as 
soon as possible. The declaration will be presented at the 
EU Environment Minister's Council in June. 

Germany 
German Chancellor Angela Merkel responded swiftly 

to the news of the disaster, closing seven of Germany's 
oldest reactors and launching a thorough safety review. 
Merkel's then went on to reverse her coalition govern
ment's earlier decision to extend the life of the country's 
17 reactors and announced they would all be shut down by 
2022. The daily paper Bild printed a photo of the Fukushi
ma meltdowns with the headline: "Here the next nuclear 
reactor explodes ... and here Angela Merkel announces 
an atomic U-turn." Tens of thousands of protesters took to 
the streets across Germany in the wake of the Fukushima 
disaster to call for immediately closing all 17 units. 

Italy 
In this earthquake-prone country, the public has over

whelmingly voiced its distrust of nuclear power since 
Chemobyl. A recent poll found that 53 percent are op
posed and only 35 percent in favor of nuclear power. Lu
igi De Paoli, an energy economy professor at the Bocconi 
University in Milan, put the likelihood at a "less than 0.01 
percent chance" that nuclear power would be reintroduced. 

UK 
British Secretary of State for Energy and Climate 

Change Chris Huhne admitted that the UK may scale back 
its nuclear power plans if not end the country's program 
all together. The UK has ordered an urgent safety review 
of its aging nuclear power program, and Mr. Huhne even 
said in the London Telegraph March 20, "We can do the 
80 percent reduction in [C02] emissions by 2050 without 
new nuclear, but it will require a big effort on carbon capture 
and storage and renewables. •• 

Franee 
Little backlash has come to France, a country that ob

tains nearly 80 percent of its energy from nuclear power, 
yet there have been quiet rumblings from officials that 
changes need to be made. The head of France's Nuclear 
Safety Authority, Andre-Claude Lacoste, made some of 
that process public March 16 when be told members of 
Parliament that the country would draw the necessary 
lessons from the Japanese experience and upgrade safety 
procedures. The most urgent task- one that Mr. Lacoste 
acknowledged bad been neglected- is a re-evaluation of 
the potential effects of natural disasters on nuclear safety. 
''Nobody can guarantee that there will never be a nuclear 
accident in France," he warned. 

Canada: In March, Bruce Power postponed its plan to 
ship 16 highly radioactive waste reactor steam genemtors 

through the Great Lakes and the St. Lawrence Seaway to 
Sweden. On May 17 the company withdrew its application 
to the U.S. Dept. ofTransportation for its approval. 

In April, Abacus Data released polling results describ
ing Canadians' opinions about nuclear power. The results 
directly contradict industry statements that nuclear power 
is popular. · 

Only 34 percent of Canadians support nuclear power. 
Only 22 percent of Canadians believe nuclear power is 

safe and that more reactors should be built. 
Fifty-eight percent of Canadians think nuclear power is 

~safe, 43 percent that the government should stop build
mg new reactors, and 15 percent want existing ones shut 
down. 

u.s. 
A a nation-wide poll conducted in March for the Civil Soci

ety Institute of Massachusetts found opinion newly critical of 
nuclear power. An April ABC News/Washington Post poll 
found that 64 percent oppose new teactor construction. 

The CSI poll found: 
• Fewer than half (46 percent) "support more nuclear 

power reactors in the U.S.," and 44 percent now oppose 
new reactors. That support level is down by more than 25 
percent from a March 2010 Gallup Poll which .showed 62 
percent support for nuclear. 

• About 73 percent do not "think taxpayers should take 
on the risk for the construction of new nuclear power reac
tors in the U.S. through billions of dollars in new fedeml 
loan guarantees." 

• Almost three quarters of responders support "a shift 
of federal loan-guarantee support for energy away from 
nuclear reactors" in favor of wind and solar power. 

• Nearly three out of four said they would favor Con
gress reviewing a 1957 law freeing nuclear power compa
nies from most disaster clean-up costs, and would hold the 
companies "liable for all damages." 

• Three out offour said they are now "more supportive 
than ... a month ago [and 46 percent ''much more support
ive"] of using clean renewable energy resources - such 
as wind. and solar- and increased energy efficiency as an 
alternattve to more nuclear power in the U.S." 

• Over 50 percent said they would support "a halt to the 
U.S. extending the operating life of its oldest" reactors. 

• About 92 percent said they were "following news 
about the reactor crisis and related disaster in Japan." 

Switzerland 
On May 22, an estimated 20,000 people participated in 

the biggest antinuclear protest in Switzerland in 25 years. 
Chanting and waving placards, the demonstrators marched 
in two groups to Beznau, Switzerland's oldest nuclear re
actor. On May 25, the government suspended all building 
of new reactors and became the first European state to an
~ounce the complete phaseout of nuclear power, by attri
tion, by 2034. It intends to leave its five reactors running, 
but not replace them when their licenses expire. The oldest 
of the five will close in 2019. 

Lithuania 
President Dalia Grybauskaite said in March that the 

coURtry "should have no illusions that it may be able to 
build" new reactors in the near future. "We have no inves
tor ... no technologies," be told the Associated Press. 

China 
On March 16, China'c cabinet, the State Council tem

porarily suspended approval of new nuclear reacto;s, but 
the construction of up to 24 is continuing. o 

Recovering from 
Uranium Mining 

Uranium mining has contaminated vast tracts of land 
and water resour~s aroun? the world and indigenous peo
ples have been disproportionately and severely impacted. 
In the U.S. southwest. a Declaration of Public Health 
Emergency was issued Jan. 15, 2010 after 50 years of con
tamination caused an epidemic of cancer attributed to in
gestion of radioactive water, mdioactive waste left on the 
landscape and living in radioactively contaminated homes 
on the 27,000 square mile Navajo and Dine Reservation. 
One third of~e Dine and Navajo Nation's 200,000 people 
do not have direct access to safe water. Residents eat and 
drink the poison and provide contaminated water for their 
livestock as well in an area where 40 percent of the people 
live without electricity. The cost of water on the Reserva
tion·averages $18 per thousand gallons compared to $2 for 
the same amount in Tucson, Arizona, 450 miles to the south. 

For the first time since groundwater was contaminated 
with uranium, lead and arsenic as a result of mining, the 
people of Black Falls, Grand Falls, Box Springs and Le
upp near ~mdow Rock, Arizona, are having safe drinking 
water delivered to their communities. 

A coalition of agencies and groups worked for two 
years to secure the water deliveries including the Forgot
ten People, the Navajo Nation Council, the Navajo Nation 
Environmental Protection Agency, U.S. EPA, the DWR, 
Emergency Management, and the Navajo Division of Wa
ter Resources. 

. The first 4,000 gallon tanker full arrived April 8 and 
wtll supply 155 homes in the western Leupp area. Some 
residents had been driving between 15 and 40 miles to find 
safe water. In addition to the drinking water, the Depart
ment of Water Resources (DWR) has begun construction 
of seven miles of livestock watering lines and is installing 
two 24,000-tanks for containing clean water. A second wa
terline project is also underway. 

The DWR submitted a proposal in February2009 to the 
U.S. EPA and was awarded $2.64 million for three years 
of the pilot water hauling project. The money allowed the 
Nation to purchase five 4,000-gallon tankers and an equip
ment service truck. 

. ":ater h~uling is jus! a prelude to an exploratory well
diggmg project that -tf an uncontaminated source can be 
found - will provide two wells and along-term solution 
for a part of the Nations. Over a thousand abandoned ura
nium mines dot the southwest. 

The grassroots organization Forgotten People hopes to 
start a water and energy co-op. - BU 

-Green Valley News & Sun, Mar. 2; Navajo Nation Council 
March 28; Navajo Nation Press Release & Gallup Independen~ 
Apr. 12; Falmouth Institute, American Indian Report, Apr. 14; 
Forgotten People, Apr. 19; Censored News, Apr. 27; Ground
swell Educational Films, www.navajoboy.com/webisodes. 

Los Alamost Plutoniutn Facility: 17 Times its Original Cost and Rising 
By Peter Neils ' 

Editor's note: If it is approved, the military program 
described in this analysis, while funded under the civilian 
Energy Department, will fabricate plutonium for up to 80 
newly refurbished U.S. nuclear warheads per year. 

The Department of Energy and its semi-autonomous 
age~cy that manages the nuclear weapons program, the 
Nattonal Nuclear Security Administration, are in the pro
~ess ofbuil~g t!te ~ost costly single .construction project 
m New Mextco s history, the Chemtcal and Metallurgy 
Research Replacement Nuclear Facility at Los Alamos 
National Laboratory. 

In 2003 it conducted an environmental impact state
ment for the project. At that time they estimated its cost at 
$350 million, including a smaller support building. 

Since then the cost has ballooned to upward of $6 bil
lion for just the nuclear facility with final design not com
pleted, so it is likely to go higher still. 

Its potential environmental impacts have grown com
mensurately with the cost, now impacting at least three 
times the surface area on Pajarito Mesa, requiring 55 times 
t!te original amount of concrete (350,000 cubic yards), 27 
times as much structural steel (15,000 tons), and an ex
c~v:ation 125 feet d~ep. The Los Alamos Study Group 
believes that the project now bears so little resemblance 
to the one scoped in 2003 that the original environmental 
impact statement is no longer applicable. 

We have filed a lawsuit under the National Environ
mental Policy Act to compel the NNSA to comply with 
the act and initiate a new impact statement. In response to 
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our lawsuit, NNSAhas conducted a supplemental environ-
mental impact statement. We regard this as an evasion of 
its responsibility under the National Environmental Policy 
~et and have testified aceordingly before a federal judge 
m an effort to halt work on the project until the merits of 
our complaint are reviewed. 

Without an applicable environmental impact statement, 
ro~gbly. a half million dollars a day is still being spent on 
this proJect. 

Hearings to gather public comments on the draft supple
mental environmental ·impact statement will be conducted 
in the next week at several locations in New Mexico. We 
believe that th,e appropriate response from concerned citi
zens should be a boycott of these proceedings. 

Various citiun groups are organizing turnouts for these 
hearings. representing to tlieir constituencies that testify
ing during the public comment period that they do not 
want this facility to be built will somehow affect what the 
NNSA is doing. 

First, nothing could be further from the truth. If their 
opposition to the project is the substance of their testi
mony, it will have no effect on the project. Second, their 
participation contributes credibility to NNSA's effort to 
use this sham to satisfy its obligations under the National 
Environmental Policy Act. 
Ci~ns are evidently sufficiently disempowered that 

they wtll grasp at any straw to convey their sentiments to 
our government, even when informed that the venue is 
inappropriate, or that their participation may be used to 
validate what amounts to a type of fraud. 

In this case the supplemental .environmental impact 
statement, and those who support it, is also undemi.ining 
an attempt to compel NNSA to start over and conduct a 
new environmental impact statement. A fresh environmen
tal impact statement could, and we believe would, result in 
NNSA and Congress concluding that a more environmen
tally benign and less costly alternative would do the job. 
That will not happen if the supplemental environmental 
impact statement is the last environmental rev.iew of the 
project. 

Only if our lawsuit is successful. or Congress has a 
change of heart, will NNSA be required to start over and 
lake~ hard look at all pmctical alternatives, many of which 
we. believe could satisfy the proposed mission of this 
building. 

Anyone who believes in good governance, whatever 
their political persuasion, should desire this outcome in 
order to halt what has become a massive waste of taxpay
ers' money. The supplemental environmental impact state
ment has been carefully managed to rubber-stamp what is 
already underway. . 

We hope concerned citizens carefully consider their 
participation in NNSA's attempt to do an administra
tive side step around its responsibility and lawful obli
gation. 

- Peter Neils is Presi4ent of the Los A.ltunos Study 
GroiiJIIIIId wrote this piece for the A.lbllfllel'flle Sundtly 
JouriiiiL 
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A Letter to Bonnie in Jail 
By Paul V os Benkowski 

I like having a boss in jail. Not because John and I get to 
tell more racey jokes. Not because we are loafing around 
with our feet up on our desks, although I did try to pass 
off watching a Simpson 's episode as research (see Nuclear 
Shorts). And not because there are fewer debates about 
Roger Waters versus Pink Floyd, Bonnie's favorites, but I 
like having a boss in jail so that 1 can explain to people just 
why she is there. It is a chance for me to explain passion to 
people who may have forgotten just what that is. 

My boss is in jail eating watery oatmeal, walking in 
circles and wearing stripes like a cartoon crook. Why? 
Because of passion. like a fool, one might say. You bet, 
I reply. Who isn't? And if not, we should all be fools for 
something. Bonnie is a fool for peace. 1 like explaining 
this to our children who have been baby sat by numerous 
ex-cons, all of whom have been imprisoned because they 
believed in peace. It's a difficult lesson, but an important 
one. Find something you are passionate about and follow 
it with all your heart. 

And now I get to explain how this passion for peace is 
wrapped up in the lunacy of the nuclear industry. Remind
ing people that four reactors were destroyed in Japan and 
now no one can live within 12 miles of the site. No one can 
eat anything that was once there. No one can drink the wa
ter there. No one can eat the fish taken from the ocean near 
there. No one should even breathe the air around the site. 
My boss is in ]ail because she doesn't want this to happen 
again. Here, there or anywhere. What a fool. 

Though I like having a boss a jail, we miss her dearly. 
Daily. So maybe, instead of just missing her, after this 
newsletter is finished, John and I will play Roger Waters' 
"Amused to Death/' put on another pot of coffee and plan 
our next foolish act. 

Nuclear Revival Risks 
"a meltdown a month" 

Reporting in an upcoming edition of Proceedings of the 
Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers, Derek 
Abbott, a Professor of Electrical and Electronic Engineer
ing at the Univ. of Adelaide, Australia, writes that finan
cial investments would be better made elsewhere than in 
nuclear reactors. Abbott says not enough nuclear power 
can be put up to meet electric needs, which he estimates 
at 1 5 trillion watts, the generation of which would require 
15,000 reactors. Together, the extraction of huge quanti
ties of rare minerals, the engineering of radioactive waste 
management and the dangerous imbrittlement of reactor 
parts, all increase risks of bankruptcy or accidents and 
doom a big nuclear revival. Finding enough construction 
sites for new reactors is a major problem in the world's 
crowded cold water locations, Abbott says, and millions 
of tons of cold water are required to cool reactors their 
wastes. The reactors can't possibly be built in time to ad
dress climate change, the professor calculates, since build
ers would have to have erect a new one and decommission 
and old one every day for decades. So many reactors on
line simultaneously would also mean that a major radia
tion disaster could be expected every month. 

-Le Show, Harry Shearer, KCRW, May l5, 2011 ; and 
www.ieee.org/publications_standards/publications/proceedings 
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Seafood from Japan Is scranned at a restaurant In Hong Kong. 

FDA Sets Temporary Import Alert on 
Some Vulnerable Japanese Foods 

The Food and Drug Administration on March 23 placed 
a temporary importa.tion alert on aij milk and milk prod
ucts, fresh vegetables, fruit and green tea frem the four pre
fectures closest to ravaged rea.ctorsite. Food from lbaraki, 
Tochigi, Gunma and Fukushima prefectures - and from 
the r~st of Japan - will not be allowed in without first be
ing tested. The FDA will continue to flag all entries from 
Japan in order to determine whether they originated from 
the affected area. 

By March 23, the Prime Minister had halted the pre
fectures of Fukushirna, Gunma, lbaraki, Tochigi, Chiba 
and Saitama from distributing spinach and kakina (a local 
Japanese vegetable), broccoli, head leafy vegetables, and 
non-head leafy vegetables; and the government halted raw 
milk distribution from Fukushirna and lbaraki. On April 
13 mushrooms were added to the banned list in all six 
prefectures, and April 20 the popular fish sand lance was 
added. Since then, some restrictions have been selectively 
lifted in view of new contamination data. 

Radioactive iodine in milk was found in the four pre
fectures at levels that ranged up to 17 times the allowable 
limit, Japanese officials said. Testing at one location found 
cesium contamination about 5 percent over the legal limit. 
In lbaraki, a major center of vegetable production. tests at 
1 0 locations found iodine levels in spinach that ranged for 
to 27 times the limit. At seven locations, levels of cesium 
ranged up to four times the permitted level. Japanese cabi
net secretary Yukio Edano revealed the extent of the ra
diation worry when he said, "Unfortunately, the situation 
is expected to last for the long term." Canada and Russia 
have adopted similar bans on Japanese foods. 

The U.S. only imports about 4 percent of its food from 
Japan, but other Pacific Rim countries that have a robust 
import/export relationship with Japan. Singapore has al
ready stopped imports of milk, meat and related products 
from some areas of Japan. Hong Kong is requiring Japa
nese authorities to screen exports. Although the extent of 
contamination remains unclear, the damage to farms and 
livelihoods is spreading. At one of Japan's busiest fish 
markets, Yasumichi Tanaka said the daily catch is dwin
dling. "Fish supplies from the radiation contaminated re
gions have ·been totally halted."- BBC, March 24; Voice of 
America, March 25; & the London Telegraph, June 5, 2011 
Continued from page 5 

Radiation in Breast Milk 
still allow radiation to concentrate in the child. 

I asked Lawrence if nursing mothers who are taking po
tassium iodide to prevent a buildup of iodine-131 should 
stop breast-feeding while taking the pills. 

Absolutely not, she said. In fact, the benefits of the medi
cine are safely passed to the infant through the breast milk. 

Government study 
[AroundMay3rd]Japan'sministry·ofhealthannounced 

that it had completed its own study. The government de
tected radioactive substances in breast milk samples from 
seven of 23 nursing mothers examined from April 24 to 
25. Contamination levels ranged from 59 to 216 picocuries 
- again, far short of the 2, 700 limit for tap water. 

In announcing the study, an official minimized any 
threats, saying that the results "showed that no radioactive 
material was detected or that only a tiny amowt of radio
active material was detected." Another way of looking at 
it is that the breast milk from nearly a third of the women 
surveyed had detectable level$ of radiation - hardly a re
assuring figure, despite the relatively low amowts. 

What's more, according to an account of the study 
published in the respected newspaper Asahi Shimbun, the 
women chosen for the study were all from areas in which 
people had been asked to drink only bottled water and eat 
only food that had been checked to ensure it was free of 
radiation. 

Whatever the shortcomings of the study, and the rela
tively high pen:entage of women with radioactive sub
stances in their milk, Lawrence urges women to continue 
breast-feeding. "You have to look at the risk/benefit ratio," 
she explains. It's not that nursing under these conditions 
is completely safe - but it is likely the best response to a 
bad situation. 

- Oslt• Grq DtwUiso11, ., illvestigflllw rqorter, pdli.slles 
~ on-liM)o~~mlll "Tile Pllonlbt Slllf" coveriltg so/111' power. 

Books of the movement 

You Can't Do That! Marv Davidov, 
Nonviolent Revolutionary 

I met Marv bavidov in the winter of 1982-'83, when he 
spoke with students at Macalester College in Saint Paul. 
We were grappling with whether to participate in the Ho'n
eywell Project's campaign of civil disobedience, and what 
nonviolent resistance might mean in our lives. Now, nearly 
30 years later, I look back and identify Marv as a primary 
motivator and mentor in 
my life of resistance ac
tivity, and You Can~ Do 
That! explains why. 

Regrettably, too often 
we do not pay heed to les
sons we can learn from 
our elders. Their individ
ual and collective voices 
can be missed unless an
other takes the time to 
listen, interpret and relay 
their wisdom. Carol Mas
ters took on the task, and 
she and Marv worked in 
collaboration to produce 
this compelling and vivid record of his life. Carol brings to 
Marv's story the skill of a· researcher, the artistry of a poet 
and the experience of a nonviolent resister who worked 
with Marv in many movement campaigns. 

In one sense, history is the intersection of the individual 
and contemporary events. You Can~ Do That/ portrays the 
manner in which these events shaped Marv's life. More 
significantly, Carol illuminates our history by explaining 
how and why Marv acted and organized to change the 
world around him. She uses Marv's life to give concrete 
examples of the experience of those jailed in Parchman 
Prison during the Freedom Rides; of the integrated 1963-
'64 Canada-to-Cuba Peace Walk; and of the struggle to 
live a life committed to nonviolence - with the Honey
well Project being a centerpiece ofMarv's life work. 

You Can~ Do That! explores the ethical and strategic di
mensions of nonviolent struggle. Marv discusses using the 
various levers of influence to achieve social change: never 
forsaking the legislative or more mainstream approaches, 
but always emphasizing that nonviolence requires a strat
egy aimed towards drawing injustice into the open through 
direct action, so that it may be challenged and ended. 

My life was strongly shaped by Marv as he shared his 
rich, committed experiences in the civil rights and antiwar 
movements. I often think that such inter-generational ex
posure and learning opportunities are lacking these days. 
Lessons are lost and the wheel is left to be reinvented. 
Carol's collaboration with Marv provides an opportunity 
for us all to learn from history and to be challenged to 
recommit to a life and strategy of revolution through non
violence. - Jefl Leys 

You Can~ Do That! Marv Davidov, Nonviolent Revolu
tionary, by Carol Masters and Marv Davidov, 2009, Nodin 
Press, Minneapolis, Minnesota, 296 pages, $20.00. To or
der: cmasters@bitstream.net or call (612) 724-2891 

The Compassionate Rebel 
Revolution: Ordinary People 

Changing the World 
The Compassionate Rebel Revolution, by Minneapolis 

author and jownalist Burt Berlowe, and edited by Rebecca 
Janke, is an atlas of peace and justice agitation that focuses 
on 63 activists who have devoted their lives to a particular 
corner of the movement. It came to Nukewatch 's attention 
because its biographical sketches feature so many friends 
and colleagues that we've worked with riVer the last 30 
years, including our currently jailed senior staff member, 
Bonnie Urfer. 

The book's sections- on peace messengers, Freedom 
Riders, freedom fighters, comlnunity builders, care givers, 
speak out sisters, future makers and reformers- spans the 
spectrum from the world famous to the nearly unsung. 

Among the Midwest peace, human rights and environ
mental justice campaigners are life-long anti-war activist 
and original Freedom Rider Marv Davidov of Minneapo
lis; Chante Wolf, an Air Force air traffic controller, Iraq 
War veteran and photographer; the Peace Prize-nominated 
eo-founder of Voices for Creative Nonviolence in Chica
go, Kathy Kelly; peace activists and organizers Marie and 
John Braun, also of Minneapolis; Jane Evershed, whose 
artwork has inspired peace and human rights campaigns 
for decades; and former restaurateur Sami Rasouli, the 
fowder of the Iraqi-American Reconciliation Project. 

Read this book to find comrades, kindred spirits, skills, 
tools, inspiration and common cause with regular folks, 
even your own neighbors. who are making extraordinary 
efforts to build a community free of exploitation, war and, 
worst of all, indifference. - JL 

The Compassionate Rebel Revolution: Ordinary People 
Changing the World, by Burt Berlowe, Edited by Rebecca 
Janke, Mill City Press, Minneapolis, 2011,455 pages. Order 
directly from the author clo bberlowe@comcast.net. $22.95 
outside Minnesota, $24.56 inside, plus $4.00 shipping. Dis
cowtts on bulk orders. 



Through the Prism ot Nonviolence 

Blights and Blossoms in Kansas City 
By John Heid 

The heartland has an upstart harbinger of spring as reli
able as· the robin: the Midwest Catholic Worker resistance 
retreat. 

For nearly a decade, scores of Workers and friends from 
the country's midsection have taken time from t,peir daily 
round of "comforting the afflicted" to gather in one Mjd
westem city or another to "affl ict the comfortable." 

The Catholic Worker tradition is shored up by tbe twin 
cornerstones of the works of mercy and the works of resis
tance, hospitality to those exiled by an economic/political 
system hell bent on war and conspicuous self-consumption 
and resistance to that "filthy rotten system," as eo-founder 
Dorothy Day dubbed the apparatus of state. The modest 
tools of this "revolution of the heart" are nonviolence, per
sonalism, simple living and a sense of spirit. 

From their inaugural gathering at the corporate head
quarters ofBoeing and Monsanto in St. Louis in 2003, Mid
west Workers have peregrinated to various sites each spring: 
Stratcom, in Omaha; Alliant Tech, in Minneapolis; a military 
recruiting center in Columbia, Missouri; the ROTC program 
at Notre Dame; Blackwater's mercenary training site near 
Stockton, Illinois and the federal buildings in Chicago and 
Kansas City. This year Workers returned to Kansas City to 
focus attention on the first new nuclear weapons facility in 
the U.S. in over three decades, and to demonstrate their re
sistance. 

Kansas City was awash in spring's raiment when wear
rived. Tulips, lilacs and dogwoods were bright with bloom. 
Lawns were lush. Nubile foliage offered delicious refresh
ment to my drought-stricken desert eyes. At a glance the city 
that boasts more fountains than Rome and more bridges than 
Paris seemed to live up to the vintage lyrics ''Everything's up 
to date in Kansas City"- but only at a glance. 

I landed at the Cherith Brook Community just as the 
evening meal was winding down. Table conversation quick
ly disabused me of any simplistic notions of what's up to 
date in Kansas City. The CB community's ministry of public 
'breakfasts, a clothing room and showers is booming. So too 
is construction ofthe $1.2 billion nuclear weapons complex 

· metastasizing in a soybean field south of town. 
"Blighted" funds -that is to say municipal bond mon

ies earmarked for restoration of Kansas City's down-and
out neighborhoods - have been siphoned to the National 
Security Administration Campus (NSAC) construction proj
ect and to Honeywell, the factory's operator. A haunting ful
fillment of President Dwight Eisenhower's insight: "Every 
gun that is made ... signifies in the final sense, a theft from 
those who hunger and are not fed, those who are cold and 
not clothed." Taking $8 15 million from the city's coffers 
amounts to legalized grand larceny. 

The backstory is an all too familiar one. A menage a 
trois between Zimmer, a local realtor, J.E. Dunn, a construc
tion firm, and Kansas City's city counciL After-the-fact pub
lic comment hearings were essentially information sessions 
announcing a fait accompli- arranged behind closed doors. 

The ink was hardly dry before the press was notified, 
let alone the public. Construction ensued despite local op
position. Kansas City's sister communities, Cberith Brook 
and Holy Family Catholic Worker offered to host the an
nual Midwest Workers' resistance gathering with the theme 
''Transformation Not Annihilation." Over 150 responded. 
After a weekend of reflection, round-tabling and re-creation 
we congregated at the NSAC gates at the start of the work
day, Monday, May 2. 

The construction site was daunting in the early morn
ing light. Three gargoyle-like skyhook construction towers 
loomed over the gray steel girdered skeleton of a structure. 
Workers, like drones, buzzed around the complex while a 
cacophony of front-end loaders, bulldozers and fork lifts 
drowned out the spring song of a once verdant field now 
denuded and contaminated with "blight relief' funds. A ma
cabre paradox. Silent spring redux. A handful of security 
guards and police stood by, acting wary, curious and vigi
lant. 

With puppets, song, prayers and stories we came. Some 
on foot. Oth~rs carpooled. Loca l activ.ists swelled our num
bers and despite the facts a joyful noise was heard. The fi
nale of the street, better said field theater, saw supeflife size 
puppets of the J. E. Dunn, Zimmer and city council wear
ing sashes which read: "Build Green For Life," "Land For 
Food," and "Safe, Clean Energy, No Nukes." In other words, 
transformation. 

Fifty-three people proceeded to the factory gates, which 
were hastily closed as we advanced. Fifty-three people, in a 
hand-in-band blockade, held their ground halting construc
tion vehicle traffic. While engaging both police and security 
in the traditional ways of nonviolence we were summarily 
hauled off to the county jail - in a school bus no less. Some 
called it civil resistance, others "divine obedience." All were 
telling truth to power with their feet. We were released in 
dribs and drabs through the night with a pink slip court date 
and red cuff marks. 

Leaving the old jailhouse I coul.dn't help notice a brass 
memorial placard proudly acknowledging gratitude to the 
structure's building contractor: J.E. Dunn. 

A footnote: A few days before the Kansas City gathering 
the New York Times printed an enigmatic photo. The presi
dent of Tokyo Electric Power Co. and six reactor officials 
were shown lying prostrate before shelter residents who had 
been made homeless by the radiation disaster spewing from 
the Fukushima Daiichi reactor site. A poignant moment of 
reconciliation seeking, a lesson, a warning, an invitation fo 
the weapons makers: transformation before annihilation. 

Our street theater and resistance invites the major politi
cal players and everyone else to a transformation rather than 
to continue drifting toward the "unparalleled catastrophe" of 
the unleashed power of the atom, to paraphrase Albert Ein
stein. Such is the radical hope of Catholic Workers, a hope 
that's fueied by the deepest impulses of the human heart and 

comes on calloused fee~ n · "'Jl 
tors. I _ _ 
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