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Radioactive Waste Co. Targeted Mrican 
Americans for More Radiation than Whites 

By John LaForge 

ln a shocking case of racist workplace cndangennent, a nuclear 
waste processing company in Memphis has agreed to an out-of
cou:t settlem~nt after being accused of deliberately exposing 
African Amen can employees to far more radiation than their White 
counterparts. The company was also alleged to have manipulated 
Black workers' radiation monitors to falsely indicate that Lhey· d bl!cn 
exposed to lower levels of radiation than was actually the case. 

After being sued by the federa l Equal Employment 
Opportunity Commission (EEOC), the company, Studsvik Memphis 
Processi~g Fa~i lity- fonnerly Radiological Assistance Consulting 
and Engmeenng, or R.A.C.E. - will avoid trial, but wi ll pay 
$650,000, to be shared among the 23 plaintiffs. 

"Some of the discrimination alleged in this case is unusually 
extreme because of the physical danger it created for African 
American employees," said EEOC acting cha ir Stuart lshimaru in 
the agency's Dec. 3 I announcement. 

According to EEOC lawyers, United Press International the 
Institut~ for Southern St~dies and the daily Commercial Ap;eal, 
Studsv1k managers ass1gned Black employees to work in a 
radioactively hazardous shop area while placing Whites elsewhere. 

" I've been (with the EEOC) here 30 years, and I've never 
heard allegations o( race discrimination that I consider this 
serious," said EEOC trial lawyer Carson Owen, UPJ reported. 

In a February phone interview, Owen told Nukewatch that 
the suit did not delve into the question of radiation contamination. 

Owen, who helped handle the case, asked the plaintiffs in 
depositions if they always wore radiation badges, called TDLs, 
while in the shop. "One third said 'no' and told me," he said. "that 
plant managers told them to put their TDLs in a drawer and to keep 
working." If true, the company's official paper record of radiation 
exposures would not reflect the actual amount, Owen said. 

Indeed some of the 23 plaintiffs alleged that they were never 
given TDL monitors at all. Others claimed in depositions that 
during coffee breaks managers told them to switch TDLs wi th 
White employees who were working in non-nuclear parts of the 
facility, again resul ting in falsely understated documentation of 
radiation exposures. 

Some of the shop's most hazardous work, to which African 
Americans were exclusively assigned, involved using a heavy 
torch to cut apart a damaged and highly radioactive reactor for 
disposal. One such "vessel head" was experimentally removed 
from ~hio 's Davis Bessie reactor after it was nearly punctured by 
corrosiOn. 

Asked if they were cutting up used reactors, Owen said. 
"' Yes. And because of the volume of sparks and the extreme 
heat, the cutter had to wear extremely heavy protective gear." 

ln addition, Owen said, "When the torch was used a 
second worker had always to stand by a with fire extinguishe'r," 
because the torch handler's protective suit often caught fire. 

Courtncy Britton, the shop worker who initiated the case 
also alleged that he and other African-American employees were 
subjected to racist comments and bullying by management. In 
its Dec. 31 announcement of the settlement the EEOC noted 
that Mr. Britton was subjected to racially offensive comments 

by his White s upervisor 
who " regularly referred to 
him and othe r African 
American employees with 
the N-word and other 
derogatory slurs, such as 
'boy.'" 

Mr. Britton f urther 
charged that he was 

"' suspende~ for 15 days and 
"' then laid off in retaliation for 
.J 
"' complaining about the racial 

harassment. 
" Mr. Britton and other 

African-American employees endured the abuse because they 
needed to work to support their fami lies," said Attorney Faye 
Williams of the EEOC's Memphis district. 

On its website Studsvik, Inc. says its mission is to " supply 
specialized services ... to the international nuclear industry," 
and that its primary corporate objective in 2009 was to "create 
sustainabl e profitability in t he American operations by 
contracting for treatment ofintem1ediate level [radioactive] waste 
for a large percentage of the nuclear power [reactors) in the 

·USA." 
The consent decree allows Studsvik to avoid an admission 

of criminal culpability. The company - which agreed also to 
perform a 3-year program of anti-racism education - claimed 
not to be responsible for the discrimination, which its President 
Lewis Johnson said took place before 2006 when his company 
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Five NATO to Partners Demand U.S. Nuclear 
Weapons be Withdrawn from Europe 

By John LaForge From Germany, disarmament activist Marion Kuepker 
. . .. . . . of Nonviolent Action for Abolition of Nuclear Weapons, 

U.S.nu~!earweaponsst:JIIdeployedmEuroperu:e militarily wrote to the Quarterly, "This is a small step but not the 
useless, say fiv~ ~AT? member states who wtll soon urge expected 'turning point' toward a nuclear-free world. For 
the Obama admmtstratto~ to remove them all. " . this we need NATO _ the leading perpetrator in today's 

The French ne~s .servt~eAF'P reported that as dom~c nuclear arms race- to immediately stop the British, French 
pressur~ grow~ to nd tts sot I of outdated Cold War-era aenal and u .S. modernization of their nuclear weapons and 
bombs, Belgn~m, Ge~any, Lux~mbourg, ~e Netherlands launching systems (which flagrantly violates the NPT). And 
and Norway wdl ask ~ the commg w~eks ~t the more ultimately, all nuclear weapons powers must renounce the 
than 200 U.S. warheads ,?n Eur~pean sod belongm~ to other option of 'first use' of nuclear weapons."· 
NATO member st~tes ~e wt~h~rawn, accordmg to a Durin the Cold War, NATO war planners claimed that 
spokesman for Belgtan Pnme Minister Yves Leterme. g . 

Among the five, Belgium, Germany and the Netherlands the n~cl~ar w~apons were to be the first used m res~nse to 
all hostU.S. forces that store, maintain and train to use Cold a Sovtet mvaston of Europe. In 198 1, the late~l Hatg,.who 
War-era nuclear gravity bombs (10 to 20 in each country). was then the Se.cret~~ of State, ca~sed an mtema~10nal 
Over the last 10 years all three have seen tens of thousands outcry after .saymg, There are contmgency plans m !he 
of protesters take to the streets _ and hundreds go to jail_ NATO doctrme to ftre a nuclear weapon ~or demonstrattve 
demanding withdrawal of the U.S. 's nuclear weapons. purpos~s, to d~m.onstrate to .the. other stde th~t they ar~ 

Angie Zelter, ofTrident Ploughshares UK, and author exceedmg th~ timtts oftoleratton m the conventiOnal area. 
of Trident on Trial: The Case for Peoples Disarmament As pubhc awarene~s of the uncontrollable. effe~ts. of 
told Nukewatch Feb. 24, that the announcement "is probably nuc~ear war grew, mas~tve protests turned pubhc opmton 
for the pragmatic reason of trying to stop the escalating civil aga~t . the weapons. In the last few years grass roots 
resistance and also a late realization that ... it would cost opposttto~ to the~e bases h~ become ~~o~ger and strong~r 
huge amounts of money to upgrade the security systems and certaudy gamed p~bhc support, . ~td Rae St;reet m 
needed to keep theJ'!l [the. warheads] safe in Europe. After Mancbeste.r, Vice Pres•,?ent of the Bnt.tsh .campat~ for 
all this was one of the reasons given for taking them out of Nuclear Dtsarmament. ~owever, constdenng the stze of 
the USAFB Lakenheath, in the UK _ where protesters the UK part o~the V.S. Tndent fle,c:t and ~e French nuclear 
regularly got into the high security areas where the u.s. •s arsenal, there ts a long way to go, she satd. 
H-bombs were stored." The.NATO ~embe~s_' ~ouncement came a day after 

Alexander Bell reports in the Bulletin of the Atomic four seruor Be~gtan pohtictans called on ~russets to. urge 
Scientists that many of the U.S. nukes are deployed in Italy NATO to abohsh the U .S. arsenal. In a wtdely published 
(- 50) and in Turkey, which houses as many as 90 "B6l" opinion piece, ex-foreign m.inister Willy Claes, w?o served 
bombs at its IncirlikAir Base. The B61s are 300-500 kiloton as NATO secretary-generaltn the 1990s, ex-premters Je~n
"variable yield" devices - 24 to 40 times the destructive L~c. Dehaene. and. Guy V~rh~~stadt, and fo~er foretgn 
power of the us bomb that killed 170 000 people at mmtster Louts Mtchel satd, The U.S. tacttcal nuclear 
Hiroshima. · · ' weapons in Europe have lost all military importartce." 

Manual Challenges Denial of DU Use in Afghanistan 
A formerly secret German Army manual challenges repeated 
Pentagon and British assurances that depleted uranium 
munitions have not been used in Afghanistan. 

The manual, leaked to German anti-DU activists, has 
reignited suspicions of the use of the toxic and radioactive 
shells and contradicts redundant denials given by the U.S. 
military, the UK Ministry ofDefense and NATO that no DU 
was used in Afghanistan. 

If the use of DU is confirmed, then official denials 
themselves become a point of interest, as they run counter 
to the military's long-standing position of justifying the use 
of DU that its has declared to be safe. 

German peace campaigners raised allegations of DU 
use even before the 200llaunch of the U.S. military assault 
on Afghan cities, pointing to documentation that the 
munitions were moved into Afghanistan via U.S. military 
bases in Germany. 

The International Campaign to Ban Uranium Weapons 
(ICBUW) reports that use by the U.S. of its A 10 Warthog or 
Thunderbolt aircraft - one of the main users of DU 
ammunition - remains widespread in Afghanistan. 

The manual is a war-fighting guide for Germany's 
"Bundeswehr" forces in Afghanistan, was published in 2005 
and was marked "classified." The section on DU begins: 

During the operation "Enduring Freedom" 
in support of the Northern Alliance against the 
Taliban-Regime, US-aircraft used, amongst others, 
armor-piercing incendiary munitions with a DU
core. Because of its pyrophoric character, when 
this type of munition is used against hard targets 
(e.g. tanks, cars) the uranium burns. During the 
combustion, toxic dusts can be deposited, 
particularly at and around the targets, which can 
then be re-suspended easily. 

The manual then warns troops to recognize contaminated 
targets and about the potential health threat from DU munitions, 
and suggests precautions. It recommends the use of full nuclear, 
chemical and biological (NBC) warfare suits: 

DU munitions can therefore induce toxic and 
radiological damage to exposed personnel through 
heavy metal poisoning and very low-level radiation. 
When it is suspected that these weapons have been 
used (burnt out cars or tanks, burned out convoys, 
typical 30mm bullet holes), NBC ... protection suits 
and NBC masks have to be worn in the vicinity of the 
munitions ' impact, until NBC security troops can rule 
out any threat. 

Among the precautions the manual recommends are: 
~ No unnecessary contact with munitions, munition 

parts, or any other potentially contaminated material 
~ Examination through NBC troop for possible 

radiation, 
~ Issuing of film dosemeters, 
~ Putting on NBC-masks, 
~ Sealing up of clothing or wearing personal NBC 

protection suit, 
~ Documenting any contact with DU -contaminated 

material (who, where, when, what, how long and dose), 
~Immediate report with submission of the dosemeter, 
~ Calling in of the responsible troop doctor. 

The manual raises serious questions of accountability 
and liability. If Germany's troops were required to record 
DU strike sites, access to these records may be possible. 
German campaigners and the German Green Party have 
submitted a Freedom of Information request asking for any 
data that the military holds. 

U.S. Set to End Use of Some DU 
The United States is seeking alternatives to DU for the 

future production of med.ium caliber bullets, although U .S. 
government sources have declined to disclose the reasons 
behind the decision. 

Dave Cullen, the chief researcher with the International 
Coalition to Ban Uranium Weapons (ICBUW) reported in 
January that the dramatic change in policy will affect the future 
production of25 mm and 30 mm rounds, which are used in the 
Bradley Fighting Vehicle and theA-10 Thunderbolt Aircraft. 

Use of the Al O Warthog/Thunderbolt caused the 
majority of DU contamination in Iraq, and almost all the 
contamination in the Balkans. 

ICBUW confirmed with Maneuver Ammunition 
Systems (MAS)- the U .S. government body that manages 
ammunition procurement for the Pentagon- that a strategic 
decision has been made to move away from uranium in 
medium caliber rounds. MAS refused to single out a reason 
for the policy change, but indicated that environmental 
considerations were a factor. 

Costa Rica Bans Production ofDU 
Weapons in Zonas Francas 

Costa Rica has passed legislation banning production ofDU in 
its Zonas Francas or Free Ports, and campaigners called the 
move a sigrt of growing political opposition to the weapons. 

Zonas Francas are common throughout Latin America 
and are seen as a means of boosting employment in 
impoverished areas by offering favorable operating 
conditions to foreign companies. 

Diputada Edine von Herold Duarte of the country's 
ruling National Liberation Party saw the opportunity to 
implement the DU ban when Costa Rica was forced by the 
World Trade Organization to update its Zonas Francas rules. 

The idea of a manufacturing ban took time to be accepted 
by the government's Economics Commission. After explaining 
how uranium weapons' indiscriminate and inhumane nature 
contradict Costa Ricarr foreign and domestic policy, opposition 
softened. Eventually, the Zonas Francas reform text, including 
amendments covering uranium weapons, received the 
unanimous backing of the Parliament 

''The impact of this new bill is political as far as our 
foreign policy is concerned. We are strengthening our 
tradition of being a country that upholds its culture of peace," 
said Duarte. "Our current work supporting the model Nuclear 
Weapons Convention [outlawing thermonuclear weapons] 
is yet another example for other countries to follow." 

In a related event, on November 24, a majority in the 
Second Chamber of the Dutch Parliament adopted a motion 
that seeks a temporary halt to the military use of weapons 
systems that contain depleted uranium and heavy metals. 

From left, at the gates of Vermont Yankee, Frances 
Crowe, 88, J ulla Bonafine, 39, Hattie Nestel, 68, EDen 
Graves, 67, Marcla Gagllardi, 60 - part of what the New 
York Times calls the "particularly adamant cadre" that has 
demanded and recently won its 2012 shutdown. 

State Pulls Plug on 
Vermont Yankee 

MONTPELIER, Vermont - On Feb. 25, Vermont's 
legislature became the firSt in the countrY to deny a license 
extension to a nuclear reactor, voting overwhelmingly to nix 
Vermont Yankee's request for a 20-year renewal, ensuring that 
the faulty reactor's final shutdown will take place in 20 l2. 

The legislature's action came amid public uproar and 
national headlines over the discovery of reactor-borne tritium 
and cobalt-60 contaminating surface and groundwater. 

Entergy officials, who operate Vermont Yankee, knew 
for two years about the leaking tritium but did not report or do 
anything to stop the leaks.ln the hottest spot, the cancer~using 
isotope was found at 2. 7 million picocuries-per-liter (pC ill) 
and some is suspected of having reached the Connecticut 
River. The high levels of tritium far surpass the federal 
drinking water limit of20,000 pCi/1. 

The tritium hot spot and its plume is at least 35 feet deep, 
200 feet wide and 400 feet long, according to Amie Gundersen, 
a nuclear . engineer and a member of the legislature's 
Oversight Panel, who spoke Feb. 24 on Democracy Now! 

Highly radioactive cobalt-60 has also been found at 
prohibited levels in surface water. 

Last fall, news of cobalt-60 contamination raised a furor 
after Entergy admitted that the cobalt bad reached the 
Connecticut River. According to Gundersen, the release of 
cobalt-60 raises ominous questions about radiation 
monitoring outside the reactor, and about a report by a state 
consultant that failed to mention cobalt-60 contamination. 

"Cobalt-60 is a fission product that only comes from 
nuclear fission inside the fuel rod," Gundersen wrote in an 
email to the Rutland Herald Sept. 17. "1lte fuel rod would 
have bad to be cracked, alJowing the cobalt-60 into the 
reactor coolant pipes. A steam or water line would have to 
be leaking to allow the cobalt-60 to escape the pipes. The 
ventilation filters are the last line of defense to pick up 
whatever leaks out," Gundersen wrote. 

The sources of the tritium leaks are thought to be any 
of 40 underground pipes that Vermont Yankee officials 
repeatedly claimed, even under oath, did not exist. The 
Oversight Panel says at least 12 Entergy officials provided 
it with erroneous information. Amidst demonstrations and 
civil resistance actions aimed at a permanent shutdown, 
Entergy spokesperson Rob WiUiams said that continuing to 
operate the reactor will help them find the leak. Entergy also 
says that the contamination has not shown up in off-site water 
wells so does not pose a problem. 

Excavation in search of the tritium leaks's source began 
in an area with the highest contamination rate. The work 
was halted Feb. 17 due to safety concerns for workers. An 
enclosure building is being constructed over the diggings ''to 
contain the radiation." Wtlliam Irwin, the radiological health 
chief for Vermont's Department of Health, said the high 
concentrations indicated the contamination was very close to a 
source, and something that bad recently been in the reactor. 
"This is almost raw reactor triti1DD" he told the RmJand Herald. 

20 Canadian Doctors Resign 
Over Uranium Mining Proposal 
SEPT-ILES, Quebec - Led by a group of medical doctors, 
1,000 residents of Sept-lles gathered Dec. l3 to condemn 
plans for uranium mining on Quebec's North Shore. 

In an unprecedented public protest, 20 of the local 
hospital's physicians - psychiatrists, family doctors, 
anesthetists, a lung specialist, surgeons, and gynecologists 
- resigned as a group. It's the only hospital in the city, 550 
miles northeast of Montreal. The mining critics point to its 
historical contamination of drinking water, environmental 
destruction and irreversible health hazards. In their letter to the 
federal minister of health, the physicians said. "We regret the 
effect that this mass exodus will have ... but we believe it to be 
contrary to our code of ethics to not warn the authorities." 

Canwest reported that the doctors "fear for their own 
families ' health as well as for the health of the population in 
the region." As a result of the action, the government in 
Quebec has announced the creation of a special committee 
to study the potential risks ofuraniwn exploration and mining 
on health and safety. British Colwnbia and Nova Scotiahave 
banned uranium mining in their provinces, but Quebec has 
not. Canadian mines produce about 20 percent of the world's 
uranium supply. - The Canadian Press, Dec. 4 & 14; the 
Montreal Gazette, Dec. 5 & 7; Quebec solidaire news release, 
Dec. 7; & Canwest News Service, Dec. 5, 2009 



"Our Nuclear Weapons 
Make Hitler Look 

Like a Piker" 
GREELEY, Colorado- Fr. Cart Kabat was interrupted on 
the witness stand a dozen times with government objections. 
Finally, he made a demand of "the people" as the prosecutor, 
David Skarkin, kept calling himself. 

"I wish you'd object to nuclear weapons as much as 
you object to me," Kabat said. Indeed Carl was speaking as 
much to the people of the United States as to the state 
prosecutor. 

On trial last December for ''trespass" and "mischief' for 
an action at the site of a U .S. nuclear-armed intercontinental 
ballistic missile (ICBM) in Colorado, Kabat's retort may have 
been the rhetorical high point of the two-day trial. 

Kabat'sAug. 6 action took place at''N-8,"theAir Force's 
name for one of its 450 land-based Minuteman Ill nuclear 
weapons still at-the-ready across the Great Plains. (There 
are 150 around Minot, North Dakota; 150 near Malmstrom 
Air Force Base, in Great Falls, Montana; and 150 in the 
Colorado/Nebraska/Wyoming field controlled by F.E. Warren 
AFB near Cheyenne.) 

At the missile silo, Kabat hung banners on the fence 
that encloses the launch site, cut through the chain link to 
enter the "restricted area," and he tried unsuccessfully to 
gain access to the underground equipment. 

After testimony by several Air Force police officers, a 
sheriff's deputy, two defense witnesses, and from Cart 
himself, the jury of six took only an hour to elect a chair and 
find the long-time nuclear weapons abolitionist "guilty" of 
the two gross misdemeanors. Pathetically, one juror left in 
tears. 

Each charge carried a maximum of one-year in prison, 
and Skarkin recommended both maximums to Weld County 
Judge Dana Nichols, and that they should run consecutively, 
amounting to a 2-year sentence. But Judge Nichols imposed 
a "suspended" 13 7 days, the amount of time Carl had already 
served in her county jail awaiting trial. 

The misdemeanor charges and the comparatively light 
sentence came in striking contrast to previous sentences 
Cart's been given after dozens of previous nuclear weapons 
protests. Since 1980, Kabat has served over 18 years in jail 
and prison- more than any other individual in U.S. anti
nuclear history. 

Kabat has been a Catholic Priest for over 50 years, and 
in the '60s and '70s served as a missionary to the Philippines 
and Brazil where he saw his own parishioners starve for lack 
of simple necessities - a point Carl often makes in public 
presentations. His principle criticism of nuclear weapons 
and the cultures that possess them is that the devices are 
extravagantly housed and maintained while 40,000 children 
die every day from malnutrition and neglect. 

About 25 supporters observed the trial, coming from as 
far away as Illinois, Missouri, Iowa, Minnesota and Wisconsin. 

Cart's testimony and closing statement were a 
refinement of the same lesson he's been teaching since I 
first heard him speak in an ethics course in 1979. 

Back then, Cart sat on the teacher's desk, feet dangling, 
and told the students that Germany's mass extermination 
was first legalized, and then conducted with the official stamp 
of state legitimacy. The lesson that those crimes impart is 
that we must disobey illegitimate authority, and Kabat's 
principle argument at trial was the same: Nuclear weapons 
and war planning are protected by law in exactly the same 
way the Holocaust was frrst legalized by the Nazis and then 
mechanically carried out. 

"Apartheid, Hitler's acts,.slavery were all, like most evils 
of the world, legal," he reminded the jurors. Then he got to 
the point. "The Nazis killed six million. In 30 minutes that's 
what two of these Minuteman Ills can do. Our nuclear 
weapons make Hitler look like a piker ," he testified. 

The term "piker"- someone who does something in a 
small way- is an archaic epithet sometimes thrown at Carl 
himself, because so many peace and human rights activists 
have given up confronting nuclear weapons, and because 
civil resistance actions can appear singularly Quixotic. 

The prosecutor tried to trip-up the courtroom-wary 
Kabat in cross-examination. "You knew you were causing 
damage?" Mr. Skarkin asked. "The real damage is there in 
the ground," Kabat answered. 

"Should criminal law be applied to your actions?" 
Skarkin inquired. 

"Anyone who stops this [nuclear madness], should be 
given the Peace Prize," Kabat said. 

Skarkin tried again, "So you believe you are above the 
law?'' 

"Just immoral law,'' Kabat said, "like the Fugitive Slave 
Act and racial segregation." 

In his closing argument Kabat urged the jury to 
remember that helping enslaved people to escape was once 
a felony, but that juries had often refused to convict 
Underground Railroad workers accused of violating the 

· Fugitive Slave Act "because they knew the law was wrong." 
Kabat said, "You are intelligent, serious and significant 

actors who have a role ... the conscience of the community." 
It seems the community's conscience could benefit from 

being stirred a bit more. -JL 
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War Spending Sending 
U.S. Into Hock 

Excerpted from Eric Margolis, in the Toronto Sun 

To spend $1 trillion, one would have had to start spending 
$1 million a day soon after Rome was founded and continue 
for 2, 738 years until today. 

Obama's total military budget is nearly $1 trillion. This 
includes Pentagon spending of $880 billion. Add secret so
called ''black" programs, about $70 billion, military aid to foreign 
nations like Egypt, Israel and Pakistan, 225,000 military 
"contractors,'' or mercenaries, and veterans' costs. Add $75 
billion--:-nearly four times Canada's total military budget-for 
16 intelligence agencies with 200,000 employees. 

The Afghanistan and Iraq wars, which cost $1 trillion so 
far, will cost $200-250 billion more this year, including hidden 
and indirect expenses. Obama's Afghan escalation of30,000 
new soldiers will cost an additional $33 billion- more than 
Germany's total military budget. No wonder U.S. weapons 
contractors' stock portfolios rose after Peace Laureate 
.Obama's "austerity" budget. 

The Pentagon now accounts for half of total world military 
spending. Including its rich NATO allies and Japan, the figure 
reaches 75 percent. China and Russia combined spend a paltry 
10 percent of what the U.S. alone spends on the military. 

There are 7 50 U .S. military bases in 50 foreign countries 
and 255,000 military service members stationed abroad-
116,000 in Europe, nearly I 00,000 in Japan and South Korea. 

Military spending gobbles up 19 percent of federal spending 
and at least 44 percent of tax revenues. During the Bush II 
administration, the Iraq and Afghanistan wars - funded by 
borrowing-costeach U.S. family more than $25,000. 

Like Bush, Obama is paying for U.S. wars with 
"supplemental authorizations" - putting them on the 
nation's already maxed-out credit card. Future generations 
will be stuck with the bill. 

Hundreds Contaminated at 
Shuttered Canadian Reactor 

As many as 217 atomic workers may have been severely 
exposed, internally, to ·alpha and gamma radiation when 
cobalt-60 and other radionuclides were dislodged by the 
grinding work they were doing at the mothballed Unit I of 
the Bruce-A reactor complex, a set of four pressurized water 
reactors run by Bruce Power Co. near Owen Sound on the 
shore ofLake Huron. 

The Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission (CNSC) 
reported Feb. 16, that the firm's radiation dose reports for 
Nov. 26 and 28 were "a potential indication that an action 
level for inhalation of airborne radioactivity may have been 
exceeded." The reference to "action level" was unexplained. 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency says cobalt-60 
emits strong gamma radiation and that the magnitude of 
health risk for exposed persons depends on "whether the 
cobalt was ingested or inhaled." 

"For us this is a huge event," Murray Elston, Vice
President of corporate affairs for Bruce Power, told Christina 
Spencer for the Toronto Sun. "Magnitude is not the issue, 
the issue is that people were exposed,'' he said. 

The CNSC report's assertion that legal limits on radiation 
levels "are not likely to have been exceeded," was less than 
reassuring, since the agency had yet to ascertain the amount 
of radiation to which the workers were exposed. Exams were 
given to at least 195 of the endangered employees, but as of 
Feb. 22-nearly three months after elevated levels of alpha 
radiation were reported - only 14 test results had been 
returned from the laboratory in Canada doing the work, and 
only 50 samples had been sent to the lab by Bruce Power. The 
remaining test results reportedly won't be known until June 
2010. Union spokesman PatDillon of Ontario Building Trades 
told the national news agency Quebec Media, Inc. that workers 
are suffering both "frustration and anxiety" as they wait. 

Company· spokesperson Steve Cannon told the press 
that alpha radiation is emitted by defective cladding on used 
uranium fuel. Another representative, John Peevers, said 
the alpha radiation suggests the workers were.exposed. to a 
damaged bundle of reactor fuel. Unit-1 has been mothballed 
since 1997, Peevers said, and the damage happened 30 years 
ago. 

Although any exposure no matter how slight increases 
one's risk of cancer, the CNSC allows atomic workers to 
receive up to 50 millisieverts, or 5,000 millirems, of radiation 
per year on the job. One millisievert is the radiation a person 
would usually get from about I 0 chest X-rays. 

- Toronto Star, Feb. 19, Toronto Sun, Feb. 18; World 
Nuclear News, Feb. 17; Globe & Mail, Feb. 16; the Canadian 
Press, Feb. 16, 17, 18; Oilweek, Feb. 16; the Halifax Chronicle 
Herald, Feb. 16. 

Nuclear Power, French Fried 
Editor :s- note: New York Times columnist Tom Friedman 
believes that France has "managed to deal with all the 
radioactive waste issues without any problems. " ("Real 
Men Tax Gas, "Sept. 19) Linda Gunter, a eo-founder of the 
environmental think tank Beyond Nuclear sent this 
rebuttal. 

This unsubstantiated claim is worse than an understatement. 
It is I 00 percent untrue. 

The French have no operating radioactive waste 
repository, just a faulty and controversial hole in the ground 
in the village ofBure. 

Most French waste sits at the La Hague reprocessing 
facility on the Normandy Coast, including 81 metric tons of 
plutonium in thousands of soda-sized canisters. One 
hundred million gallons ofliquid radioactive waste resulting 
from reprocessing are discharged each year into the English 
Channel, contaminating waters as Jar as the Arctic. There 
are well-documented cancer dusters along the Normandy 
coast near La Hague. The krypton gas released by La Hague 
has traveled across the globe. 

Much French reactor waste is too contaminated to 
reprocess. Some plutonium is retrieved and "reused" in 
reactors that produce more waste containing about the same 

amount of plutonium. This waste cannot be reprocessed 
and has nowhere to go. 

In this country, every reaCtor ordered since 1973 has 
been canceled. The brakes came on before Three Mile Island 
and remain on today for a myriad of good reasons, not the 
least being the immense cost of building a reactor. 
Conservative estimates are around $12 billion apiece but no 
one really knows how much higher the price could get. Wall 
Street isn't buying soU.S. taxpayers are being asked to 
shoulder the inevitable debt. 

When the Chernobyl reactor exploded, the French 
government lied to its people and said the plume would not 
cross the border into France. The French took no 
precautionary measures, unlike their European counterparts. 
As a consequence, an independent French scientific 
laboratory has mapped radioactive hot spots the length of 
the country's eastern perimeter. Today, 840 French anti
nuclear groups are a testament to the level of suspicion felt 
in that country toward its so-called nuclear success story. 

Refusing to follow the French nuclear example isn't 
"wimpy." It's the only responsible choice to make. 

- Linda Gunter specializes in researching the French 
nuclear sector. She is also the media and development 
specialist for Beyond Nuclear in Takoma Park, Maryland. 

Vieques Citizens Sue U.S. Over Contamination 
Just over 9,000 people live on the 52-square-mile Puerto Rican with a high incioence ofbirth abnormalities. Eighty percent of 
island ofVieques, and one-third of it has been bombed and the people on Vieques test positive for heavy metals like lead, 
poisoned as a Naval training ground and weapons testing mercury and arsenic. In May of 1969, the Navy ititentionally 
range. for 60 years. The U.S. even sold bombing rights to exposed residents to the chemical triocyl phosphate which 
other countries, making the island, as researcher Toby causes skin, eye and respiratory problems and has caused 
Eglund says, "a kind of rent-a-target." cancer in lab animals. 

The Pentagon exposed the people ofVieques to uranium . The U .S. Department of J~stice claims that people on 
shells, Agent Orange, napalm, jet fuel, flame retardant and Vteques ha~~. no le~al ~tandt~g ,!o sue because of the 
millions of pounds of rockets and artillery shells. The government s .sovereign Immumty and has !efused to h~ar 
bombing range is now a Toxic Superfund site. the case asserting that no health hazards ~xis~. J?at claun 

The bombings ended in 2003 after years of protests, peace ho~ever may be retracted· as health studte~ mdicate that 
camps and arrests for ''trespass" on the expropriated land. residents have been exposed to harmful chemtc&ls and heavy 
Opposition to military exercises increased inApril 1999 after the metals. Accordin~ to Puerto Rico, cancers of the breast, cervix 
MarineskilledaresidentwithtwostraySOO-lbbombs.Eventhe and uterus have mcreas~d by 300 percent over the past 20 
UN d ed th u s ti 'ts Vi . 'ti' C'tize' years. The Center for Disease Control has agreed to shelve 

co~ emn ~ · · or 1 Ieques activt es. ~ ns are a flawed study and renew its investigation of a link. 
now sumg the Uruted States ~d they ~eserve to~· . . Puerto Ricans are U.S. citizens, taxed and bombed, 

So~e 7 ,O?~ are named m ~he suit and ~eeking ~mlhons without representation. A Puerto Rican court will decide if 
~d possibly bllh?ns of doll~ ~ compensation ~or Il~e_sses the law suit can move forward. Contact your representative 
linked to the chenucal and radiological weapons testing. Mthtary to urge compensation for the people ofVieques.-Hujjington 
poisonsleftonethirdoftheisland'spopulationsickwithcancer, Post, Feb. 3, 2010; The Gully, Feb. 13, 2003; the London Morning 
skin diseases, asthma and other respiratory diseases, along Star, Nov. 15, 2009 
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Nuclear Weapons Complex, Tennessee 
The Nuclear Resister, Nukewatch and the Oak Ridge Environmental Peace Alliance (OREPA} 

invite you to join us for a national gathering, culminating with 
nonviolent anti-nuclear direct action, July 3-5, 2010, 

to declare our independence from nuclear weapons and nuclear power. 
We'll also be marking the 30th anniversary of the Plowshares movement. 

At a critical time in the movement for a nuclear-free future, 
we are coming together to increase awareness and action around nuclear issues, 

and advance the role of nonviolent direct action and civil resistance in this movement. 

This conference is for people who advocate, practice and/or support 
nonviolent direct action, civil resistance and civil disobedience 

in the struggle to stop nuclear power and abolish nucledr weapons. 

Come and meet with hundreds 
of activists from around the 

U.S., as we educate and 
energize ourselves throughout a 
weekend of networking, music, 

speakers, celebration, work
shops, community, nonviolence 
training and nonviolent action. 

Because long-lived radioactive We will gather two months 
waste makes this a multi

generational campaign, we 
envision a gathering where 
new and seasoned activists 
can meet and strategize for 

after the 2010 Nonproliferation 
Treaty Review Conference and 
before the mid-term elections 
- a time when public attention 
needs to be focused on nuclear 

a nuclear-free future! disarmament and a nuclear- and 
carbon-free energy future. 

From the dawn of the nuclear age, the existential 
violence of The Bomb has stirred human conscience 

to profound acts of nonviolent resistance. 

These "experiments in truth" about The Bomb and 
related dimensions of the nuclear threat have led to 
tens of thousands of arrests in more than half a century 
of protests worldwide, charting new organizing forms, 
tactical innovations and legal perspectives along the 
way. Hundreds of activists have served time in prison 
as a result of these acts of conscience. 

From the lone World War 11 conscientious objector who 
walked out of his prison camp in protest after learning 
of the atomic bombing of Hiroshima, to the 1,414 who 
spent two weeks in a National Guard armory after the 

1978 blockade of the Seabrook nuclear power reactor; 
from the sailors who skippered their ships into the Pacific 
nuclear test zones, to the women at Greenham Common 
who drove cruise missiles from England's shores; from 
the air raid drill refusers of the 1950s to the back-country 
hikers who stopped nuclear bomb tests in the 1990s; and 
from the ringing hammers of the Plowshares activists to 
the rare judge's gavel confirming their innocence of any 
crime, nuclear resisters have enriched human experience 
with the dynamics and power of nonviolence in action. 

Yet nuclear weapons and nuclear power still shadow 
human destiny and the survival of the planet. Where do 
we find hope, and how else do we manifest hope unless 
we act boldly in good conscience and speak truth to 
power? In the nuclear age, we must resist. 

REGISTER • DONATE • SPONSOR • ENDORSE AT WWW.NUKEWATCH.COM/JOTH/INDEX.HTM 



Honoring the 
Plowshares 8 

SOME 
(to the Plowshares 8, with love) 
by Daniel Berrigan 

Remembering Sam Day 
1926-2001 

On September 9, 1980, eight people entered a 
General Electric weapons factory in King of Prus
sia, Pennsylvania, where critical components for 
nuclear warheads were manufactured. With hope and 
a prayer, the activists entered the secure facility with 
relative ease. On the shop floor, they took household 
hammers and began beating on the missile warhead 
cones, giving substance to the biblical call of the 
prophet Isaiah to "beat swords into plowshares and 
spears into pruning hooks." 

The symbolism - indeed, the manifest reality - of 
people with hand tools simply beginning the work 
of nuclear disarmament inspired a movement now 
thirty years old, and international in scope. Scores of 
action groups, involving hundreds of people as activ
ists and supporters, have kept this vision of disarma
ment alive despite jail and prison sentences of up to 
18 years. 

During the Resistance for a Nuclear Free Future 
gathering, we will honor the 30th anniversary of the 
Plowshares Eight action, and the continuing legacy 
of the Plowshares movement. Plowshares activists, 
including members of the Plowshares 8, are planning 
to attend. 

Some stood up once, and sat down. 
Some walked a mile, and walked away. 

Some stood up twice, then sat down. 
"It's too much/' they cried. 
Some walked two miles, then walked away. 
"I 've had it/' they cried. 

Some stood and stood and stood. 
They were taken for fools, 
they were taken for being taken in. 

Some walked and walked and walked -
they walked the earth, 
they walked the waters, 
they walked the air. 

"Why do you stand?" they were asked, and 
"Why do you walk?" 

"Because of the children," they said, and 
"Because of the heart," and 
"Because of the bread." 

"Because the cause is 
the heart's beat, and 
the children born, and 
the risen bread." 
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Founder of Nokewatcb; Mentor and 
friend of the Nuclear Resister and 

Nukewatch; Writer, Editor, Activist, and 
"Prisoner on Purpose." 

Resastance for a 
Nuclear Free Future 
is one of many events taking 

place this year as part of 

Direct Action For Nuclear 
Disarmament 201.0 

-A Year of Resistance. 

The Plowshares 8 (1-r): Carl Kabat, Elmer Maas, 
Phillip Berrigan, Molly Rush, Daniel Berrigan, 
Anne Montgomery, John Scbucliardt, and Dean 
Hammer 

If you would like a list of these 
actions, please contact 

the Nuclear Resister, below. 

ABOUT THE ORGANIZERS OF THE GATHERING ••• 

Nukewatch 
Nukewatch has a foundation of investigating and divulging the truth about nuclear weapons and power since 1979. 

the Nuclear Resister 
Since 1980, the Nuclear Resister has chronicled well over 100,000 anti-nuclear and anti-war related arrests in the United 

States and abroad, with a focus on support for hundreds of activists during terms of imprisonment ranging from two weeks to 
eighteen years- from war tax resisters to Plowshares direct disarmament activists; from weapons factory blockaders to military 
refusers and conscientious objectors; from backcountry activists disrupting a nuclear test to people sitting in at a lawmaker's 
office; from the occupiers of nuclear power reactors to citizens inspecting for illicit weapons at military bases. 

The Nuclear Resister newsletter networks this nonviolent resistance movement, by publishing writings from prisoners; 
reporting on actions, trials and sentencings; proyiding addresses of imprisoned activists and publicizing future actions. In any 
significant movement for social change, many committed individuals are imprisoned. We believe that broader awareness of 
their actions and support for tl_le imprisoned activist are essential to the movement for a peaceful, nuclear-free future. 

The Nuclear Resister, POB 43383, Thcson, Arizona 85733 
520-323-8697 • nukeresister@igc.org • www.nukeresister.org 

Oak Ridge Environmental Peace Alliance 
The Oak Ridge Environmental Peace Alliance was born in a direct action at the Y-12 Nuclear Weapons Plant in Oak 

Ridge, Tennessee in 1988. Over the past twenty-two years, OREPA has built a grassroots organization committed to 
ending nuclear weapons production in Oak Ridge and building nonviolent community. OREPA believes in using every 
tool in the toolbox to effect social change nonviolently- from speaking at public bearings to serving on official advisory 
panels; from street theatre and marches to public symposiums and direct action. 

OREPA's mantra is educate, organize, mobilize. We hold weekly vigils at the bomb plant; we make presentations 
around the country. We march in the MLK parade with giant puppets; we publish a monthly booklet with daily nonviolent 
readings and online Updates on nuclear weapons issues. Since 1988, thousands have demonstra:ted for peace at the Y-12 
Nuclear Weapons Complex and hundreds have been arrested in acts of civil resistance, with penalties ranging from fines 
and community service to time in federal prison. 

Oak Ridge Environmental Peace Alliance, POB 5743, Oak Ridge, TN 37831 
865-776-5050 • orep@earthlink.net • www~topthebombs.org 



Y-12 and the Future of 
America's Nuclear Arsenal 

"Y-12" is the code name given to the Manhattan 
Project site that enriched uranium for the U .S. bomb 
used to destroy Hiroshima, Japan August 6, 1945. 
Shortly after the end of the war, Y-12's mission 
shifted - it became the production facility for the 
thermonuclear "secondary"* in the hydrogen bomb. 
Since that time, Y-12 has produced the secondary for 
every thermonuclear warhead in the U .S. arsenal. 

Y·12Today 

Y-12 continues to produce secondaries for U .S. 
nuclear warheads that are undergoing "life exten
sion." Old warheads are refurbished to extend their 
use by as much as 100 years.ln some instances, the 
warheads are modified during "life extension" to be
come new warheads, with new military applications 
and capabilities. 

In 2009, Y-12 began these upgrades on the W76 
warhead. More than 2,000 W76 warheads are 
scheduled for refurbishing over the next eight years. 
Combined with upgrades to the arming, fusing and 
firing systems at the Kansas City Plant in Missouri, 

the new W76-Modification 1 will have a new 
ground-burst capability that increases its 
destructive capacity, according to some esti
mates, by 125 percent. 

Y-12 is also the place where secondaries and 
cases from retired warheads are dismantled. 
Y-12 has a 10-year backlog of warheads await
ing dismantlement; the backlog is expected to 
grow as a result of arms control agreements 
negotiated by Presidents Bush and Obama. 

Y-12 is also the nation's enriched uranium 
storage facility - it has been called the Fort 
Knox of Highly Enriched Uranium (HEU). 
Y-12 recently completed construction of a new ura
nium storage facility (price tag, $750 million-plus). 
As part of this HEU mission, Y-12 prepares weap
ons-grade uranium for "down-blending" into reactor 
fuel, rendering it unusable for bombs. 

Y-12 Tomorrow 

The National Nuclear Security Administration 
(NNSA) is finalizing its plan to replace cwrent 

production facilities at Y-12 with a new bomb 
factory called the Uranium Processing Facil
ity. The UPF is being designed with a capacity 
to produce 80 secondaries and cases per year 
(matching the capacity of the new CMRR
Nuclear Facility, a plutonium pit factory under 
construction at LosAlamos, New Mexico). 
Estimates of the price tag of the new bomb 
site (by NNSA) range as high as $3.5 billion. 

OREPA has submitted an alternative pro
posal to the NNSA calling for construction of 
a Dedicated Dismantlement Facility to address 
the growing need for dismantlement capacity. 
OREPA's alternative includes consolidating 
any production activities necessary for stock
pile maintenance (safety and security until the 
warheads can be dismantled) in a down-sized 

The Y-12 Nuclear Weapons Complex, 
Oak Ridge, Tennessee 

existing facility that meets current environmental, 
safety and health standards. 

Paying for Y-12 

The Obama Administration's 2011 budget calls 
for dismantlement funding to be cut nearly in half, 
to $58 million, while adding money for design and 
site preparation for the Uranium Processing Facility 
($115 million). The overall nuclear weapons pro
duction budget increases 10 percent under Obama's 
budget, and breaks the $7 billion barrier for the first 
time. Obama has promised further weapons produc
tion increases of $5 billion over the next five years. 

*Today, the "physics package" in a typical ther
monuclear weapon really has two bombs in it. The 
"primary," a small plutonium/tritium sphere, is an 
atomic bomb similar to the bomb that was used by 
the U.S. to destroy Nagasaki, Japan, August 9, 1945. 
When the primary is compressed by high explosives, 
the fission reaction releases neutrons which act as 
a trigger for the "secondary" - an assembly of 
highly enriched uranium, lithium deuteride, beryl
lium, depleted uranium and other materials encased 
in a metal can. The secondary explodes in a massive 
release of energy and heat - a thermonuclear fusion 
reaction - the hydrogen bomb. 

PLE-ASE SPOI"#SOR OR EI"#DORSE 
For a $30 contribution - a dollar for each year of Nukewatch and 

the Nuclear Resister organizing for a nuclear-free future - you or 
your group can help sponsor this summer's gathering. Sponsors will 
be listed in the registration packet, on a poster at the registration area, 
on the website and in email promotions. Sponsors will get free table 
space at the gathering, or if unable to attend, space on a literature table. 

JOIN THESE SPONSORING ORGANIZATIONS AND INDIVIDUALS 
see updated list at wwwnukewatch.com/30thlindexllfm 

Jonah House (Baltimore, MD), Beyond Nuclear (Takoma Park, MD}, Alternatives to 
Militarism/Citizen Soldier (New York City}, Women Against Military Madness 

(Minneapolis, MN), Citizens for Peac~ in Space (Colorado Springs, CO), 

Endorsing the gathering costs nothing, but makes public your sup
port for the gathering. Endorsers will be listed on the website and in 
email promotions. 

Two Maryland Doctors, AlliantACTION (Minneapolis, MN), 
Bill Sulzman {Colorado Springs, CO), Voices for Creative Nonviolence {Chicago, IL), 

Ground Zero Center for Nonviolent Action (Poulsbo, WA) 

Conference Schedule & Workshop Topics 
Provisional as of March 1, 201.0 
Subject to change 

FRIDAY, JULY 2 

Evening 
Dorm check-in for Friday evening arrivals, meeting 

for volunteers 

SATURDAY, JULY 3 

Morning 
Registration, and dorm check-in for new arrivals 
Plenary: Where things are at re: nuclear weapons 

and nuclear power 
Networking Roundtable 

Afternoon 
Workshops 
Strategic movement building session 

Evening 
Celebration of the 30th anniversaries of Nukewatch, 

the Nuclear Resister and the Plowshares Eight. 
Talk on nonviolent resistance by Kathy Kelly, 
cake, music & dancing. 

SUNDAY, JULY 4 • Freedom from Nukes! 

Morning 
Ecumenical service 
Nonviolence/nonviolent action training - tools to 

carry it forward, beginning with a talk on non
violence by John Dear, SJ 

Afternoon 
Action planning and preparation 
OREPA's monthly vigil at Y-12 

Evening 
Cook out and action preparation, sign and banner 

making, etc. 

MONDAY, JULY S 

Moming 
Demonstration and nonviolent action at Y-12 

WORKSHOP TOPICS: 

International law, resistance and nuclear weapons; 
the Plowshares movement; campaign and court 
victories; representing yourself in court; anti-war 
resistance; intro to nuclear power; intro to nuclear 
weapons/policy; depleted uranium; war tax resis
tance; doing time; Think Outside the Bomb; and 
more! 

We'll be in Tennessee 
this July to declare our 
Independence from 
nuclear weapons 
and nuclear power. 
Please join us! 

John LaForge 
Bonnie Urfer 
Felice Cohen-Joppa 
Jack Cohen-Joppa 
Ralph Hutchison 
Erik Johnson 
KathyKelly 
Fr. John Dear 
Anabel Dwyer 
Sr. Ardeth Plane 
Sr. Carol Gilbert 
members of the 

Plowshares Eight 
Sr. Jackie Hudson 
SueAblao 
Fr. Steve Kelly 
Sr. Mary Dennis 

Lent_sch 
Linda Urjer 

Glenn Carroll 
MaryOlson 
GuyCarawan 
Candie Carawan 
members of Think 

Outside the Bomb 
Loring Wirbel 
KevinKamps 
Fr.ank Cordaro 
JohnHeid 
Sr. Lil Mattingly 
Fr. Jerry Zawada 
Clare Hanrahan 
Bill Sulzman 
John Bachman 
Phil Bachman 
Steve Johnston ... 

and many more! 



Information about registration for 
RESISTANCE FOR A NUCLEAR-FREE FUTURE 

Guidelines for
Nonviolent Action 

REGISTRATION 

Basic registration is $30 - $50 sliding scale per 
person, and helps to pay for the venue and associated 
costs for the gathering. 

LODGING 

Dormitory rooms are available at Maryville 
College, where the gathering will be held. They can 
be reserved for Friday, Saturday, and/or Sunday 
nights for $25/person/night, rate based on double 
occupancy in single beds. Single occupancy 
available for $50/person/night. You must bring your 
own bed linens or sleeping bag, and towel. Maryville 
College will provide bed linens for a flat rate of $12. 

The College asks that we pre-assign rooms. 
If there is someone you would like to share a 
room with, please indicate that preference on the 
registration form. 

Contact us for information about nearby hotels; 
and/or limited free camping or church floor 
space. The meal plan, below, is also available for 
commuters to the campus. 

CHILDREN 

Up to two children under ag~ 12 can sleep for free 
in their parents' room. Please contact us if you are 
bringing more than two children per adult so we can 
figure out the best/least expensive accommodation. 

Childcare will be available during the day for 
children ages 2-12. Parents are responsible for their 
minor children. Please indicate childcare needs on 
the registration form. 

Mothers' Day blockade of Project ELF, 1995. 

MEALS 

The Meal Plan for the gathering costs $40 per 
person, or $20 for children under 12 (free for 
children under 2), and includes: Saturday lunch 
& dinner and Sunday breakfast & lunch in the 
Maryville College cafeteria; plus Sunday dinner 
hosted by the organizers and local activists, and a 
simple breakfast Monday morning at Y-12. 

Please indicate if you would like vegetarian meals, 
or have other dietary needs or restrictions. 

If you're staying Friday night, Saturday breakfast 
will be on your own. There are restaurants within 
walking distance of Maryville College. 

TRANSPORTATION 

The McGhee Tyson Airport ( 10 minutes away 
from the College) and Greyhound Bus (35 minutes) 
serve Knoxville. No public transport is available 
·from the bus station or airport. If you would like 
a pick-up and drop-off, please indicate that on the 
registration form. 

These guidelines were adopted for actions 
taken by the Oak Ridge Environmental Peace 
Alliance, and are derived from Gandhi's principles 
of satyagraha, King's Principles of Nonviolence, 
and the guidelines of base Christian communities 
in Latin Amerka. They will guide our actions at 
the Resistance for a Nuclear Free Future national 
gathering and Y-12 action. 

Be nonviolent in tone as well as action. 

Show respect for all people; 
each person has a piece of the truth. 

Always leave-the other· 
. a face-saving w~y out. 

In d~fficult moments, behave 
as a disciple of nonviolence. 

Try to make human contact 
with your an~agonist, 

meeting them on the level 
of your common humanity. 

Do not hide anything, Tell the truth. 

Be firm and unyielding 
in your commitment to nonviolence 

and your action for peace. 

Be courageous. 

Choose to love. 

WANTBD: ACTION PBDTDS fl 
As part of our 30th anniversary celebration, we would like to hon~r three decades 

and ·more of nonviolent direct action for a nuclear-free future by putting togethet: -11 
slide show/powerpoint collage of images - of anti-nuclear civil disobedience/civil 
resistance actions and the people arrested and/or jailed as a result, gatherings in frpnt of 
courthouses, and activists who were part of our movement and have since passed away. 

Please mail photo prints to the Nuclear Resister, POB 43383, Tucson, AZ 85733, 
or email digital images to nukeresister@igc.org. Be sure to include with each photo 
where and when it was taken, and names of people pictured, if known. If you would 
like any prints(s) returned to you, please let us know and make sure to include your 
postal address so that we may return it after scanning a copy. 

registration form -To guarantee your room, please return this form by June 11, 2010 

BEGISIRAIIQ~ 
person(s) @ $30 - $50 I aduJt = $ 

NAME 
LOI:U.ii~G 

ADDRESS Friday night, July 2 for person(s) 
@ $25/person (shared), $50 (single) =$ 

CITY STATE ZIP Saturday night, July 3 for person(s) 
@ $25/person (shared), $50 (single) =$ 

PHONE EMAIL Sunday night, July 4 for person(s) 

If you are registering for others in your family or group, please @ $25/person (shared), $50 (single) =$ 
list their names here and Include contact information if different Bed Linen & (or bring your own) @ $12/set =$ 
from yours. I need a wheelchair accessible room --

or other accommodations. 

MEAL !LA~ 
__ {#)@ $40 /adult, $20 for children ages 2-12 =$ 

I need {#)vegetarian meal plan(s) 
or other: 

Scholarship fund donation (optional) =$ 
Processing fee (if paying on-line) @ $5 =$ 

Names and ages of children needing childcare: Total enclosed/paid on-line (circle one) $ 

Please return this form to: 
Roommate preference Nukewatch, 740-A Round Lake Road, Luck, WI 54853 

I will need a pick-up and drop off. along with your check or money order payable to Nukewatch. 
{Please send arrival and departure info by Friday, June 11.) For an additional $5 processing fee, you may pay online at 

nukewatch. com/30th/registerpage. htm 
Yes, I'd like to volunteer at the gathering! There are limited scholarships available. Please contact us for 

Please contact me about volunteer opportunities. more information. Thank you! 

•. 



Purchasing Consent for Poison Power 
By Bonnie Urfer 

Ever wonder how nuclear power was transfonned from a plague 
of cancer and birth defectS to today's "envirorunentally friendly, 
emissions free" answer to climate chaos, as Wisconsin State 
Representative Mike Huebsch called it Feb. 19? 

It seems the nuclear industry led by the Nuclear Energy 
Institute can take the credit It spent $63 million on lobbying 
and $645 million in campaign contributions between 1999 
and 2008 creating public support for nuclear power and its 
expansion, according to an analysis by Judy Pasternak for 
an Investigative Reporting Workshop. at American 
University. In the first three quarters of 2009 alone, the 
industry spent $84 million lobbying Congress. 

Pasternak reports that "Besides the money spent on 
lobbying and campaign contributions, the industry .. . has 
created a network of allies who give speeches, quote one 
another approvingly and showcase one another on their 
web sites. The effect is an echo chamber of support for 
nuclear power." 

The NEI has been angling for at least $1 00 billion in federal 
loan guarantees to encourage new reactor construction. 
Washington seems willing to support the plan in spite of an 
officially projected loan default rate of 50 percent. Under the 
NEI's and President Obama 's proposed guarantees, the cost of 

Three Mile Island Still 
Accident-Prone 

An alarm signaling high levels of airborne radiation in the 
reactor building sounded at Three Mile Island's Unit 1 in 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania on Nov. 22,2009. 

At least 150 employees were evacuated and tested for 
exposure. Twenty people were reported to have received 
levels of contamination that Exelon, the operator. and the 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission claim are not harmful. Local 
authorities did not divulge news of the leak for five hours 
claiming they waited for news about the seriousness of the 
leak and did not yet have a plan of action. 

Officials speculated that workers cutting pipes during 
maintenance and refueling may have caused the radiation 
leak. Exelon said there was no off-site release and Unit 1 
restarted in late1anuary. 

TMl's Unit 2 is the reactor that ran out-of-control and 
partially melted down in 1979 in one the country's worst 
radiation accidents. The TMI accident in turn led to new 
regulatory and retrofitting requirements so expensive that 
reactor construction in the U.S. came to a halt, and Forbes 
magazine declared "The failure of the U.S. nuclear power 
program ranks as the largest managerial disaster in business 
history, a disaster on a monumental scale." 

Unit 2 remains in "long-term" monitored shutdown and 
has been mostly decommissioned. - CNN and The Daily 
News, Nov. 22; & The Australian, Nov. 24, 2009 

any defaulted loans would fall to federal taxpayers. NEI has 
also convinced the AFL-CIO to support new reactor 
construction with the promise of union jobs and the placement 
of union members on the institute's board. 

'Third Way" describes itself as a progressive think
tank that advocates for the middle class. After NEI paid for 
its Vice President's trip to France, and donated fully one 
percent of the gro\lp's annual budget, Third Way became a 
supporter of the loan guarantees, advocating that $20 billion 
per year in federal money go to the nucl~arists. 

Moody's Investors Service now estimates that a new 
reactor may cost $12 billion, making nuclear power more 
expensive than most large-scale renewable options including 
wind,. biomass and hydropower. Lobbyists have been 
pushing for a Senate bill to create a Clean Energy Deployment 
Administration within the Department ofEnergy that would 
allow unlimited loan guarantees without congressional 
review. That legislation may be tucked into the climate bill. 

According to the Union of Concerned Scientists, a similar 
bailout during the '60s and '70s cost taxpayers $300 billion. 

-OCS, Feb. I; Mother Jones, Jan.-Feb.; McClatchy Newspapers, 
Jan. 24, 20 I 0; The Third Way Clean Energy Initiative, ~ 2009 

We want to acknowledge and thank our long-time vol
unteer and supporter Muriel Fitzgerald, on the right with 
Bonnie Urfer, wbo for years bas written hundreds and hun
dreds ofNukewatch thank-you cards to contributors. And 
then she sends us donations on top of all that! 

Thanks Muriel, for all your help. 

Indian Reactor Drinking Water Sabotaged 
KAIGA, India - On Nov. 25, a water cooler at the Kaiga the concentration of tritium in the drinking water, bow many 
reactor site was intentionally contaminated with tritium, people drank it or how long the sabotage had been ongoing. 
possibly by a disgruntled worker, the government has The reactor site has been plagued by accidents 
alleged. "Somebody deliberately put the tritiated water vials including a flre in a turbine room, the collapse of a 
into a drinking water cooler .... People involved will be containment dome, the flooding of a reactor building, a 14-
punisbed" the Atomic Energy Commission's chief. Anil ton radioactive heavy water spill, the mysterious 
Kako~ later told the press. ' disappearance ~fa ~~cmu,cian and ~e unexplained death of 
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exposed to the radiation leakage, after they drank water from 
a cooler," The Guardian reported Nov. 30. Tritium is a beta 
particle emitter that can cross the placenta and cause cancer, 
genetic defects, mutations, tumors. developmental 
abnormalities and cell death. Even the smallest amount can 
have negative health effects and has been shown to stay in 
the body of animals for 1 0 years or longer. 

On-site managers kept the sabotage secret for a week 
before contacting the police. Public concern and news 
reports led the company to acknowledge the contamination. 
However, Kaiga Nuclear Station director J. P. Gupta declared 
at a press conference that tritium was not poisonous. Later, 
Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singb was reported to have 
said the incident was a "smaU matter of contamination." 

Following the incident, officials set up roadblocks in 
the area of the four reactors. Local residents were being 
interrogated and their movements restricted. 

Investigations are difficult as extreme secrecy is 
maintained by the reactor operators. Authorities do not know 

NRC Mulling Study of 
Cancer Near Reactors 

On December 15, 2009, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
formally invited prospective "sources" to send resumes and 
institutional qualifications so the agency can hire an 
epidemiological study of cancer incidence and cancer 
mortality near nuclear reactors. 

The NRC says it wants to study cancer rates among 
people "living near past and present licensed nuclear power 
reactors." The agency's call for credentials comes on the 
heels of recent reports by the German government, and 
published in the European Journal of Cancer Care and the 
International Journal of Health Services, that found that 
children who live within 5 kilometers of operating reactors 
have higher rates of certain cancers. • U .S. studies by Peter 
Baker of the Medical University of South Carolina and 
Josepb Mangano with the Radiation and Public Health 
Project, in New York City have reached similar conclusions. 

Exxon Hid Radiation Risks from Workers for Decades The NRC notice said the study woulq give the 
government material for responding to public "concerns 
related to cancer incidence and mortality in populations that 
live near licensed nuclear power plants." 

GRETNA, Louisiana-Exxon Mobile Corporation knew "or 
should have known," beginning in the 1930s that its off
shore driJling pipes, sent for cleaning at Intracoastal Tubu
lar Services (ITS) in Harvey, Louisiana were contaminated 
with radium, according to expert witnesses who testified in a 
civil case against the nation's largest oil company (Lest er v. 
Exxon Mobil Corp). Exxon's disregard for worker health 
sparked the lawsuit by 19 former pipe workers who fear can
cer from the exposure and who say Exxon never warned them 
that they were consistently exposed to the radiation. Exxon · 
denies any wrongdoing and claims that none of thos.e filing 
suit have suffered radiation-related health problems. Accord
ing to Petroleum World, none of the plaintiffs at trial has 
cancer, although Exxon settled with three plaintiffs who had 
cancer and were scheduled to go to trial with the group. 

Exxon attorney Louis Woolf declared in court that Exxon 
didn't know about the possibility of contamination until 1986, 

Hundreds Protest Trident in UK 
ALDERMASTON, England-Peace activists blockaded the 
British Atomic Weapons Establishment (A WE) 50. miles west 
of London for eight hours on Feb. 14. So many people sat ip 
the road that overwhelmed police made minimal arrests. Out 
of the 400 that.participated in the action to scrap Britain's 
Trident submarine system, only 26 people were taken into 
custody. Trident Ploughshares, the Campaign for Nuclear 
Disarmament, Aldermaston Women's Peace Campaign and 
others organized the protest. 

Britain plans to spend $32 billion to replace the Trident 
fleet. Angie Zelter, a eo-founder ofTP said, "In May, world 
governments will meet to review the nuclear Non
Proliferation Treaty, but thi~ program of modernization of 
UK nuclear weapons violates the treaty and could lead to a 
disastrous failure of the Review Conference." 

Activists blockaded all seven gates and others sat, 
glued together, in the road. Each of the gates to the nuclear 
weapons site was given a direct action theme: Scotland, 
Wales, England, internationals, cyclists and 
environmentalists, faith groups, women and students. Brian 
Larking, also from TP said, "The ongoing construction of 
facilities at the A WE for the design, development and 
manufacture of new nuclear warheads is illegal and immoral 
and will only lead to further proliferation of nuclear 
weapons." 
Spring 2010 

and at that point took steps to protect workers, notified 
state regulators, established guidelines for handling pipes 
and notified 4,000 contractors. A retired Louisiana judge, 
owner of the land where the pipe cleaning operation ofiTS 
was located, won a settlement of$112 million in 2001 for 
land contaminated by both ITS and Ex.xon. Thousands of 
similar lawsuits have been filed against Shell Oil Co., Chev
ron USA Inc. and KBR, Inc.- Bloomberg, Jan. 19, & 
Petroleum World, Jan. 20, 201 0; the Times-Picayune, Apr. 30, 2005 
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The proposed NRC study is supposed to complement 
the 1990 National Cancer Institute report, ''Cancer in 
Populations Living Near Nuclear Facilities, " but skeptics 
wonder if it will be designed to counter the large and 
highly authoritative German study. The study is also a 
tardy response to U.S. Rep. Ed Markey, D-Mass., who 
wrote to the NRC in 2005, "The nuclear industry and the 
NRC have automatically dismissed all studies that link 
increased cancer risk to exposure to low levels of 
radiation." Markey's letter warned, "The reality is that 
the data suggest that we should be taking this potential 
linkage much more seriously." 

Madcey is a senior member of the House Energy and 
Commerce Committee vvb.ich oversees nuclear power regulation. 

Anticipating that the Obama'Administration's attempt 
to jumpstart reactor construction using billions of tax dollars 
in loan guarantees, the announcement claimed that 
"Additional analyses will be performed at potential future 
sites to provide a baseline population cancer risk should a 
commercial nuclear power reactor be built on the site." 
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Through the Prism ofNonviolence 

Cranes, Jets and Drones - lletfecflons on Flight 
By John Heid under the F-16s. Nary a query about the need for fighter jets at all. War 

First there are cries. An ethereal melodic bellowing, both clamorous 
and resonant. Then the seamless blue sky becomes speckled with 
gray dust motes moving from the edge of sight. The calls grow louder, 
nearer. Where is the point that thin air materializes into beings? Then 
like confetti on Broadway, cranes descend. Seven foot wings askew. 
Legs dangling wildly. Gray leaves to earth. Enmasse. Wave upon 
wave. Thousands of them. The skies of eastern Arizona are acutely 
alive this time of year. 

In "Living On The Wmd" Scort Weidensaul says, "Bird migration is 
the only true unifying natural phenomenon in the world .. . one of the 
most riveting and miraculous phenomena of the planet." 

Most days in Tucson begin soft blue. Rim to rim sky. Then, just 
after the sun crests the Rincon Mountains east of the city, the rumble 
begins, like some distant industrial blow torch revving up. The wave 
rolls across the city. The F-16s are up and roaring. Two by two they 
dissect the dawn colors. No poetry here. It 's all metal and howL The 
Tucson morning regimen. Like grinding your coffee or operating the 
trash disposal. 

Some call the' tumult our daily "sound of freedom." 
Now, change is in the air. A new "generation" of fighter jet is 

coming off the assembly line, the F-35 Lightening Il.lt 's 75 percent 
louder than the F-16 according to its manufacturer, Lockheed Martin. 
Local debate has erupted. Advocates of the sound of freedom and 
the not-in-my-backyard proponents are shadowboxing on the editorial 
page of our local newspaper. Pro and con. Back and forth . The 
melodrama unfolds each morning as I read the commentaries over coffee, 

Mr. Obama, Say It Isn.'t So 
President Obama has recently added loan guarantees to finance the 
building of two new nuclear reactors to his long list of disappointing 
policy moves. This, along with espousing war to the Nobel Peace 
Committee and his troop surge in Afghanistan, has taken the shine 
off Mr. Obama's campaign theme of hope and change. It appears to 
be business as usual in Washington. 

The announcement of the $8.3 billion loan guarantee to help the 
Southern Company, a privately held energy producer based in Burke 
County Georgia, was wrapped up in the rhetoric of job creation and 
clean energy. It was also a reach across the aisle to Republican law 
makers, whom he courted thusly, "Those who have long advocated 
for nuclear power - including many Republicans - have to 
recognize that we will not achieve a big boost in nuclear capacity 
unless we also create a system of incentives to make clean energy 
profitable. •· This is the sort of nuclear doublespeak that we have 
come to expect from the industry, not a president voted into office 
pledging to help the U.S. become "the world's leading exporter of 
clean energy." 

As if the $8.3 billion were not enough, President Obama has 
intimated that he would like to triple the loan guarantee program for 
new reactors in the 2011 budget to $54 billion. So not only are 
taxpayers guaranteeing loans for an industry with a well documented 
history of cost overruns and suspect safety records, we are also 
providing the actual loans through the Federal Financing Bank- a 
little-known government corporation overseen by the U.S. Treasury 
Department that more typically makes loans to universities, rural 
electric co-ops and other small-scale projects. 

Fortunately this is not a done deal. The Southern Company has yet 
to agree to the terms of the loan and the Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
has dismissed the experimental Westinghouse reactor design for "deep 
safety" reasons. There is still time to stop lawmakers from approving 
such a reckless use of our money and to send a loud and clear message 
to President Obama to take a closer look at the prospect ofbuilding more 
nuclear reactors and the inherent danger in such folly. - PV 

itself never gets an airing, let alone peace and quiet. 
In "The Trouble with Our State," poet Daniel Berrigan said: 

''There is no war like the plague of media I There is no war 
like I routine I There is no war like 13 square meals I There 
is no war like I a prevailing wind I it blows softly, I whispers 
I DON'T ROCK THE BOAT! / The sails obey, the I ship of 
state rolls on." 

Now enter the Unmanned Aerial Vehicles, known as drones. 
They are the premier weapon du jour and the emerging icon ofU.S. 
military prowess. Drones create a "cleaner, safer battlefield" the 
promotions read. There is no mention of who's cleaner and safer 
and who's not. Drones are nearly. silent, relatively inexpensive 
compared to fighter jets and highly effective at "successfully 
engaging the target" - without endangering the flight team who 
are often half a world away. 

Former New York Representative Jim Walsh has said, "They 
(remote operators) can literally be fighting a war in Iraq and at the 
end of their shift be playing with their kids in Camillus," New York. 

One of these half-way-around-the-world units is the Tucson
based Arizona Air National Guard 's 214"' Reconnaissance Group 
which last year earned the Air Force's outstanding unit award. The 
214"' boasts of firing 4 7 missiles from its Predator drones "to protect 
U.S. service members." Tucson to Kabul: 7,833 miles. 

For over two million years, cranes have migrated across the earth's 
hemispheres. Far below them, bloody wars raged and national borders 
werereconfigured. Today, 11 ofthe 15 speciesofthese"birdsofheaven" 
are threatened or endangered. an exception being the North American 
sandhill crane. Across ancient cultures to the present day they are a 
profound living symbol of longevity and fidelity. What do these 
Pleistocene epoch beings know that we homo sapiens do not? What 
can we learn from them about well-being, let alone survival? 

Among many of Dr. King's ageless truths, he has an answer: 
"The ultimate weakness of violence is that it is a descending spiral, 
begetting the very thing it seeks to destroy." -John Heid helped 
found and lives at Rose of tire Desert Catholic Worker in Tucson. 

HowardZinn 
1922-2010 
One lesson the great history 
professor Howard Zinn, who died in 
January, always gave his students is 
that the greatest crimes of the past 
were crimes of obedience not 
disobedience. Zinn was a man of his 
word and practiced nonviolent 
resistance to all forms of war and human exploitation. In 1982, 
when a group of anti-war activists sat down and refused to leave the 
White House lawn demanding and end to President Reagan' support 
of the junta in El Salvador, I was awed to see Howard, at age 601 

among those arrested and dragged to the DC lockup. The crowded 
holding tank became Howard's temporary classroom and he began 
an encouraging- and as always hilariously engaging - lecture on 
Emma Goldman, about whom he had just finished his stage play 
Em m a. 

We'd all do well to read or reread his books. Howard Zinn on 
War, Vietnam: The Logic of Withdrawal, Declarations of 
Independence, Failure to Quit, and A Peoples Histo1y oft he United 
States would make a good start. We can honor Zinn respectfully by 
following his example. A jail sentence for some well-placed 
disobedience could whaps pro .,.,, ap,iiOPnat.-cJ .l 
to study the exciting and devast ·~g.O~ri. e. th<'it th9,.g~ssor 
labored so generously to leave h us. ...., • - L 
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