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Over 2,000 De1nand Withdra~al of 
U.S. Nukes froin Ger1nany 

~\ 

BOCHEL, Germany - More than 2,000 people marched against 
the Btichel Air Force Base in southwestern Germany August 30, 
marking the largest protest in 20 years of anti-war demonstrations 
at the site. 

A broad spectrum oflabor. student, religious, pacifist, womens' 
and international organizations organi·zed the rally demanding the 
removal and scrapping of at least 20 U.S. warheads sti ll deployed 
there. 

Carrying puppets, banners and placards-one read "Missing 
in lraq, found in Btichel"- the activists called for the weapons, 
thought to be the lasr ones still on German soil, to be withdrawn 
and destroyed. 

"This has so far been the largest protest action at the atomic 
weapons base in BUchel and it has been a great success for the 
peace movement," said Sven Hessmann who is a spokesman for a 
broad a lliance of 47 peace groups that organized the anti-nuclear 
weapons' demonstration. 

Some of the demonstrators climbed the fence around the base. 
Police made 24 arrests. Three of the protesters managed to get into the 
fighter-bomber base before being caught. 

German and U.S. officia ls refuse to confirm the presence of 
nuclear warheads at the base. but nuclear weapon "safety 
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inspections" take place at the ~ i te which has been the focus of 
major anti-war protests for seven years . In 1971 , the number of 
U.S. warheads based in Europe numbered approximately 7,000. 
Said to have been positioned to wage nuclear war against the now
vanished Soviet Union, at least 350 U.S. warheads are still at-the
ready at six bases in five European states. (See chart on page 2). 

A February 8 study by the U.S. Air Force reported numerous 
weapons security violations, finding that "most sites" in Europe 
don't meet the Pentagon's nuclear weapons' seclll"ity standards. 
Declassification of the report in June caused an uproar among 
German politicians who echoed the peace movement's demands 
for the nuclear weapons' ouster. 

According to Air Force Times, " After visiting each nuclear
capable base at Germany. England, Turkey. Holland. Belgium 
and the two bases in ltaly, inspectors wrote that the facilities 
required repairs to 'support bui ldings, fe ncing, lighting and 
security systems to properly protect the nukes. "' 

About 130 U.S. warhea ~ .· 
Force Base in the southwest Ai~_<?f Ral/ls,t\1J lJ. althougb.so 
reports indicate they may ha b~~!.~ "~ 

See page 21ft flrst-pS7~~z it~~~~gf~ accow 

;_ ~ . ............-.- -... ...... ~ 



Failure and Deception at German Waste Site 
By Bonnie Urfer 

In the state of Niedersachsen in northeast Gennany, the 
radioactive waste site called Asse 11 is a colossal failure. 
News reports say the dump, set in an abandoned salt mine, 
is "drowning" in leaks of corrosive brine. Plutonium, cesium-
137, strontium and uranium, at levels eight times what is 
allowable, have been found in a saltwater pool inside the 

Helmholtz runs the decayingAsse II site 140 miles southwest 
of Berlin that has been labeled a temporary research facility. 
Helmholtz spokesperson Heinz-Joerg Haury told Gennan 
daily Sueddeutsche Zeitung that researchers "did not 
consider that the leaks were worth a declaration to the press. 
We did not have the feeling that the public would be 
interested in knowing that radioactive brine is leaking in 

Asse 11." 
According to Der Speige/, the 

site holds 124,494 barrels of highly 
radioactive waste and 1,300 
containers of"intennediate" -level 
waste (with 102 tons of uranium 
and at least 11.6 kilograms of 
plutonium). For lOyears Helmholtz 
backfilled the waste caverns with 
salt to entomb the containers. No 
one knows the condition of the 
buried waste. 

In a WDR Monitor Television 

mine. Greenpeace claims that 
mine records indicate that 
irradiated fuel rods may be 
stored in the mix. It 's a 
dangerous situation steeped 
in secrecy with illegally 
transported radio-active 
liquids redumped off-site into 
yet another salt mine. Asse ll's 
salt-walls "encase" 89,000 tons 
of waste while more barrels 
have been strewn about 
cavern floors 2,500 feet 
underground. Some of the Germanradwastedumpedintooorrosivesaltmine. report of the mine's condition, 

brine can be seen pouring from a 
drums have already deteriorated and others are expected to 
collapse. The pillars of salt that form the mine's infrastructure 
are cracking. 

The leaks 'Were first discovered in 1988, but Helmhqltz
Zentrum Institute for Scientific Research, the current operator, 
kept the news of the dump's failure a secret for decades, 
finally admitting to the problems on June 16 this year. 

U.S.-Indian Nuclear 
Proliferation in Doubt 

A proposal to end a 30-year-long moratorium on selling 
nuclear weapons-related materials to the government of India 
is under harsh scrutiny by critics who are calling the Bush 
Administration plan hypocritical and dangerous. 

Having fai led to reach agreement on the draft proposal 
in August, the 45-member Nuclear Supplier Group (NSG) met 
in Vienna in September in an attempt to resolve their 
differences over whether to allow uranium reactor fuel and 
technology exports to India even though the country refuses 
to join the nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. 

Under the terms of the 2007 plan, India would allow the 
United Nations' nuclear watchdog group access to its civilian 
nuclear program, but would itself decide which of its many 
nuclear facilities to classify as .such. Military facilities
and the stockpile of weapons-grade material India has 
produced-are to be exempt from inspections or safeguards. 

NSG rules currently ban nuclear trade with India 
because it rejects the NPT and developed atomic bombs in 
secret. At the August NSG meeting, Austria, Ireland, Japan, 
The Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway and Switzerland 
were all openly opposed to freeing India from the rules. 
Britain, France, Russia and Spain supported the deal. 

Daryl Kimball, a non-proliferation expert at the Arms 
Control Association in Washington, DC, told the Agence 
France-Presse the revised proposal is "unsound and 
irresponsible." The offer of exemption from weapons related 
inspections stands in stark contrast to Bush Administration 
denunciations of and threats against Iranian nuclear reactor 
development, which the White House warns is an 
inexcusable and destabilizing bid for weapons production. 

"Any India-specific exemption from NSG guidelines 
would erode the credibility of NSG efforts to ensure that 
access to peaceful nuclear trade and technology is available 
only to those states that meet global nuclear non-proliferation 
and disannament standards," Kimball said. 

"It also continues to produce fissile material and expand 
its nuclear arsenal," he said. 

Under Secretary of State for Political Affairs William 
Bums insisted that by giving India access to U .S. civilian 
nuclear technology, the deal "wi ll strengthen non
proliferation and helps to welcome one of the world's largest 
economies ... into the global fold." Burns' mention of 
"economies" is a veiled reference to the profits to be made 
by large U .S. companies standing in line to market uranium 
fuel and nuclear technology to the government in New Delhi. 

pipe into a pit. The saltwater flows at the rate of3,300 gallons 
a day. Waste canisters can be seen piled in heaps of salt 
Helmholtz-Zentrum tried pumping the corrosive liquid deeper 
into the ground but halted that practice for undisclosed reasons. 
The company divulged that it began illegally transporting brine 
off-site to a different salt mine called Mariagluck in Ho fer, about 
50 miles south ofHamburg. 

In an on-going technological guessing game, the 
company now plans to fill the caverns with a chloride solution 
to "neutralize" the brine, an untested experiment that does 
nothing to contain radioactivity. 

Experts say that the corrosion occurring today wasn't 
expected for 10,000 years. The German mine has been 
operating for a mere 40 years with signs of fai lure emerging 
after just 20. RolfBertram, Professor Emeritus of physical 
chemistry at the University of Braunschweig, fears an 
uncontrolled. chemical reaction with radioactive waste coming 
into contact with salt. 

To see a video of the mine visit: <www.wdr.de/themenl 
global/webmedia/webtv/getwebtvextrakt.phtml 
?p=400&~36&ex=5> 

U.S. Salt Beds Getting More 
Military Radioactive Waste 

Shipments with mixtures of nuclear bomb waste in 55-gallon 
drums are heading to Carlsbad., New Mexico from Oak Ridge, 
Tennessee this faU pending approval of the Tenn. Dept. of 
Environment and Conservation and the U.S. EPA. The Oak 
Ridge rad waste being shipped to the Waste Isolation Pilot 
Plant (WIPP) includes clothes, lab equipment, glass 
containers, tools and other plutonium contaminated items. 
Some of the radwaste is hot enough that it needs to be 
remotely handled. The DOE plans up to 120 shipments per 
year for the next three years in order to move the 74,000 
cubic feet of waste. Each trip of 1,400 miles will take 27-
hours and pass through Alabama, Mississippi, Arkansas, 
Texas and then go north to Carlsbad. The shipments avoid 
Memphis and Nashville. 

The WIPP site, located in a deep underground bed of 
rocksalt, has taken in 6,800 truckloads of military radioactive 
waste from the Idaho National Engineering Lab, the Hanford 
Reservation in Washington, the Los Alamos National Lab in 
New Mexico, Oak Ridge and theArgonne National Lab near 
Chicago. The DOE has budgeted $20 million over the next 
five years for shipping all matter of nuclear weapons related 
waste around the country. 

Trained drivers and specially designed rigs with GPS 
tracking equipment are supposed to ensure safe travel of 
the 20,000-pound upright tanks and the horizontal dumb
bell design loads. However, in 2003, Nukewatcb staff 
monitored trucks hauling waste to WIPP and recorded 
significant levels of radiation being emitted from these very 
canisters (see the Fall 2003 Pathfinder at 
www.nukewatcb.com), something the DOE says doesn't 
happen. On to the salt bed it goes. 

ByEdRemus 

Last winter, the Nukewatch Quarterly reported an August 
29-30, 2007 incident in which six nuclear-anned 150-kiloton 
warheads on "stealth" Cruise missiles were loaded onto a 
single B-52 bomber and remained there for 36 hours. The 
bomber sat overnight at Minot Air Force Base in North 
Dakota and was flown the next day to Barksdale AFB in 
Louisiana. Barksdale is one of the main staging areas for B-
52s flying into combat in Afghanistan and Iraq. 

In its October 2007 public effort to clean-up the Air 
Force's tarnished image, 70 personnel were punished and 
the base commander at Minot, Col. Bruce Emig, was relieved 
of duty. In June 2008, the Secretary of the Air Force Michael 
Wynne and the Air Force Chief ofStaffT. Michael Moseley 
were also fired by Pentagon chief Robert Gates who sited 
the illegal bomber flight in his complaint ~gainst the brass. 

According to Gate's in-house investigation, the B-52's 
flight was an entirely unauthorized "mistake," despite the 
fact that Air Force personnel who anned and loaded the 
missiles somehow bypassed electronic anti-theft systems, 
anti-motion sensors and authorization checks reaching high 
into the military's chain-of-command. 

Moreover, a visibly obvious difference exists between 
hot nuclear warheads and the dummy stand-ins for which 
they were supposedly mistaken. According to journalist and 
CounterPunch columnist Dave Lindorff, "The odds of 
randomly putting six nukes all on one pylon, and six dummies 
on the other, are 1-in-924 ... How curious that the pilot, who 
is supposed to check all 12 missiles before flying, checked 
only the pylon contain.ing the dummy warheads." 

Phi lip Coyle, former assistant secretary of defense in 
the Clinton administration, has reported that at least 20 
"errors" would have been necessary for the "mistaken 
nuclear- anned flyover" cover-story to hold together. Coy le's 
opinion is that the incident "wasn'tjust a mistake." 

Since the unlawful nuclear-anned flight took place, a 
cluster of suspicious Air Force deaths in the summer and fall 
of 2007 has fueled worldwide allegations that the flight to 
Barksdale was part of a foiled nuclear attack planned from 
somewhere within the Bush administration. 

According to the Washington Post, the suicide ofU.S. 
Air Force official Charles D. Riechers was motivated by 
shame following his confession before the U.S. Senate of 
accepting payoffs from the defense contractor 
Commonwealth Research Institute. However, Pravda 
reported in October 2007 that Russian intelligence analysts 
believe the death is suspicious and a result of "his 
involvement in" a ''plot to secret U .S. nuclear missiles outside 
of the control of the U.S. Air Force to be used for an attack 
upon Iran," with the Bush administration suspected of using 
fowl play ("suiciding") to deal with the nuisance of 
dissenting military personnel. 

Suspicions have been further aroused by the unusual 
circumstances surrounding the deaths of five ainnen during 
the months before and after the nuclear overflight. Minot B-
52 pilots Adam Barrs and Weston Kissel died on July 5 and 
20, respectively, both prior to the flyover incident. Barrs 
died as a passenger in the car of another Minot airman, 
Stephen Garrett, when Garrett drove off the road and into a 
tree. Kissel died in a motorcycle accident while home on 
leave. Clint and Linda Huff, both Air Force personnel, the 
former stationed at Barksdale AFB, died on Sept. 15. Their 
motorcycle was struck by the left turn of a van as they illegally 
attempted to pass it. Most suspicious was the Sept. 11 death 
of ainnan Todd Blue by gunshot to the head (a reported 
suicide). Ainnan Blue's unit guarded weapons at Minot. 

Whether these and other air force deaths mark the bloody 
trail of a foiled, covered-up Bush administration plot for nuclear 
war remains an open question. In view of these mysterious 
deaths, the official story - violations of nuclear weapons 
protoco~ corrupt Air Force officials, airmen afflicted by suicidal 
depression- warrants greater attention than it has received. 

Ghosts of Stop Project ELF Campaign Haunt Today's War Resisters 
SPAR TA, Wisconsin - On August I 0, a 450-mile peace 
walk from Chicago to St. Paul, Minnesota - "Witness 
Against War" organized by the Chicago-based Voices for 
Creative Nonviolence - ran up against a few ghosts of 
the Navy submarine transmitter Project ELF. 

Kathy Kelly, twice nominated for the Nobel Peace 
Prize for her work in Iraq, was among 13 people arrested 
August 10 at the National Guard's Fort McCoy near 
Sparta, Wisconsin. The group was attempting to enter 
the base to talk with soldiers about U.S. wars of 
occupation in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Twelve were released after being ticketed, but Kelly 
was held and later transported 238 miles to the jail in 
Ashland, Wisconsin because of a 13-year-old misde
meanor warrant left from a 1995 anti-nuclear action. 

She was held for not paying a $776 trespassing fine 
imposed for crossing the line at the Navy's submarine 
transmitter system "Project ELF" (Extremely Low 
Frequency) on Hiroshima Day, Aug. 6, 1995. That day, 

she and others entered the site to conaemn its role in the 
U.S. Navy's readiness to initiate nuclear war. Project ELF 
was closed on Sept. 30,2004. 

U.S. Magistrate Judge Stephen Crocker said at the 
last of the anti-ELF political trials Nov. 5, 2004, "The ELF 
battle is over. You're not coming back, and there's no 
reason to fine you ... . It doesn't matter anymore." 

Arrest warrants are still outstanding for dozens of 
others who were ticketed and fined for Project ELF "walk
on" protests and who refused to pay fmes. The warrants 
issued by Ashland County Judge Robert Eaton typically 
require paying the fine or being jailed for up to 6-months. 
The warrants are typically not enforced unless the 
"convict" is arrested in Wisconsin on other charges. 

Kelly was soon released from Ashland's jail after her 
fine was paid by an anonymous supporter. 

Project ELF was a giant Navy transmitter located in 
northern Wisconsin and upper Michigan. It sent secret, 

one-way messages to U.S. 
and British nuclear missile
firing and fast-attack 
submarines around the world. 
The ELF antenna played a 
central role as a "bell ringer" 
designed to call submarines 
to the ocean's surface to 
receive precise launch orders 
in a nuc lear " first strike" 
against military sites in the KatbyKeDy 
former USSR, China and 
elsewhere. ELF was the object of a 36-year-long campaign 
of official and public criticism aimed at preventing its 
opening and at securing its shutdown. 

Nonviolent resistance at the "nuclear war starter 
pistol" began in 1983 and continued on a sustained basis 
through 2004, when the Navy shut the system down. 

- John LaF orge 



Sarah Miles (upper right), with a team ofvolunteers who 
prepared the site, represented Nukewatch at an Aug. 30 
demonstration in Bth:helfora Germany free ofU.S. 0-bombs. 

Int'l Youth Camp Says 
"Bye-Bye Nuclear 

Bombs" -A Journal 
By Sarab Miles 

Editor~ note: Sarah joined the week-long International 
Youth Camp which set up a large campsite for the 200-600 
activists thaJ converged August 23-30 for a series of events 
leading to the 7th mass encirclement demonstration and 
"Go-In , Citizen Inspections at Germany's B/Jchel Air 
Force Base. Arriving August 13, Sarah kept the Nukewatch 
office up to dllle on the camp and she was on the scene August 
30 when over 2,000 people rallied at the base calling for 
dis~nt. Aslwrtened version ofSarah 's jounudfoHows. 

Sat., Aug. 16. We drove about six hours south from 
Hamburg to BUchel and the camp. There's a large cooking 
tent, a large sleeping tent and a few smaller tents. 

There are 16 of us and 15 are women: three from Korea, 
2 from Japan, 2 from Turkey, 6 from Gennany (including the 
4 that are in charge), 1 from Russia and myself. Next week is 
when everyone starts coming for the action camp. The 
projected number is from 200-600 people. 

Sun., Aug. 17. Everyone speaks English pretty well, 
although the Turkish women only laugh when I talk because 
they say they can't understand a word I say. 

The rest of the week we wiU be setting up the camp and 
creating a theatrical play that we'll-perform at the Aug. 30 
demo. We walked a mile or so to the air force base to see the 
layout A sign said we couldn't take pictures but I'm going to 
anyway. Folks doing press work for the local paper are taking 
quotes from us. I'll see if I can get a copy translated and sent 
your way! When it rains, everyone nms for their tents. 

Mon., Aug. 18. We had a large-group discussion about 
people climbing the fence at the base during the protest. 
The question was whether [Youth Camp Workers] thought 
it was a good thing to do and if we wanted to take part. 
Almost every person decided against going over the fence 
because most are internationals. Most people thought it 
was a good way to express the feelings we have about the 
base, but there were a few who didn't see it as nonviolent 
and didn't agree, and others who didn't want the city and 
surrounding area to see all of the protesters as criminals, 
but as people working for something positive. 

I helped build an outdoor shower. It has a wooden frame 
with a tarp around it, and we use black bags of water that 
have been warming in the sun. 

Wed., Aug. 20. There are five Gennan mayors from the 
international organization Mayors for Peace coming to visit 
us Aug. 25. We will feed them brunch and take them to the 
air base. We decided to make them foods from our home 
countries. Josh (the other American) and l were trying to 
figure out what is "typical," and I said "something greasy 
with gravy poured over it!" 

We spent the afternoon setting up a few more big tents 
and sketching out t-shirt logo ideas. We chose a bunny 
with ears like a peace sign, holding a broom (our theme is 
Sweep Away the Bombs) in one hand and in the other a 
broken bomb with a flower growing out of it. 

Tbur., Aug. 21. We got together and finished our play 
ideas and presented them. The Gennan song "let's kehr" ("let's 
sweep") follows the camp's Sweep the Bombs Away theme. 
The band that performs it is going to be at the demo, and they 
will sing while we do our production, so the play's a mime. 

In the sketch we chose, a politician, a military officer, 
and a banker are up on a pedestal - others dressed as 
bombs march onto the stage one by one to the music, being 
conducted by officials. The bombs run around on stage 
kicking and "trashing" a globe that looks like the Earth. The 
brooms come on and there is a struggle between the brooms 
and the bombs, with the brooms finally closing in around 
the despoilers. The brooms convince the politician to give 
back the Earth, and they all chase the banker and the general 
away. The sweepers then change the bombs into flowers 
decorated to represent the peoples of the world. 

Fri., Aug. 22. We painted large banners for our big white 
tents to show people we are the International Work Camp, 
and small "Camp7 " signs for the approaching roads. After 
this weekend and after the Mayors for Peace arrive, I think 

2 - Nukewatcb Quarterly 

N ukewatch Joins German Air Base Demo 
Nukewatch representative Sarah Miles of Luck, Wisconsin, 
spoke to some 2,000 people who converged at the B/Jchel 
Air Force Base in westcentral Germany August 30. Over 
47 peace groups from across the country demanded the 
weapons' immediate withdrawaL Sarah wrote afterward: 
"The speech was today, ami it went very well ... lots of 
clapping and cheering!" Sarah's remarks: 

I visit you from Wisconsin in the U .S. where we shut 
down a giant military transmitter after years of protest and 
hundreds of resistance actions. War resisters endured a 
combined total of more than 10 years in jail and prison. Then 
the Navy shut it down in 2004. 

We also won three separate "not guilty" verdicts from 
juries who agreed with us that uranium weapons are illegal 
to manufacture, to possess and to use in war. 

We believe that only nonviolent direct action can 
eventually win the disarmament of nuclear weapons. Thls is 
because without public action taken at some personal risk. 
the media never criticizes nuclear war policy or even reports 
that nuclear weapons exist. 

Without a courtroom confrontation with judges, juries 
and the media, they all mostly ignore the Bomb and pretend 
that nuclear weapons are legal. 

The U .S. is the only country in the world that places 
nuclear weapons in other countries. It has between 350 and 
480 nuclear weapons at six airbases in five NATO countries: 
Britain, Belgium, The Netherlands, Italy, Turkey and Gennany. 
Thanks to your actions, the warheads at Ramstein may have 
been removed to the U.S. in July! 

Still, the remaining H-bomb sites are sleeper cells of 
U.S. nuclear terrorism. They have been called "lily pads" for 
NATO actions by NATO Gen. lames Jones. But as the entire 
world knows, they are launching pads for unprovoked 
military aggression. 

My government's open threat of nuclear attack provides 
the Pentagon with a bloody sort of negative pride: As long 
as it doesn't use the Bomb, its aggression can be called 
"limited." Not using nuclear weapons gives their 
"conventional" mass destruction a veneer of civility -
described as surgical in intent, precise in targeting and 
humanitarian in application. So even after 600,000 war-related 
deaths in Iraq since 2003, the Pentagon's Cruise missiles, 
napalm, depleted uranium, fuel-air explosives, thennobaric 
bombs, bWlker busters, laser-guided missiles and its regular 
dumb bombs can be referred to in press briefings as measured, 
moderated and even conscientious, and "causing the least 
civilian destruction." 

President Harry Truman said after August 6, 1945, "The 
world will note that the fmt atomic bomb was dropped on 
Hiroshima, a military base. That was because we wished this 
first attack to avoid, insofar as possible, the killing of 
civilians."We know he lied. 

But if we use Truman 's math, the 140,000 people killed 
at Hiroshima are the minimum to be expected when exploding 
a so-called "small" warhead on a "military base." At this 
rate, today's "small" warheads would kill a minimum of 1. 7 
million people .. Today's U.S. H-bombs are from 12-to-96 times 
the size that produced the massacre at Hiroshima. 

Many in the military believe that nuclear war could 
somehow be "necessary." They prepare and train for it. This 
requires a learned indifference that numbs the conscience. 
This numbing or denial is needed in order to rationalize any 
mass destruction because - generally speaking - the 
absolute criminality of indiscriminate attacks is not debatable 
-whether in Hiroshima, Oklahoma City, Sarajevo, Rwanda 
or Baghdad. We are here to defy and break through this 
indifference. 

We must demand of the United States: 

U.S. Nuclear Weapons in Europe 
I) a halt to the "alert status" ofU.S. 

nuclear weapons; 
2) a pledge to never again be the 

"ftrst to use nuclear weapons"; Country A1r Base Deliver Est. # of Weapons 

Belgium Kleine Brogel Belgian F-16s 

Germany Buchel German Tornados 

Holland Volkel Dutch F-16s 

Italy Aviano U.S. F-16s 
Ghedi Torre Italian Tornados 

Turkey lnarllk Rotational 
u.s. aircraft 

people are going to start showing up, which should be pretty 
exciting. 

Sat., Aug 23. Lecal news crews are here to videotape 
us pretending to work since we had it all done already. Later, 
the traveling kitchen group from The Netherlands, 
"Rampenplan" (in Dutch: "Disaster Plan") arrived to cook 
for everyone. They make three meals a day for everyone in 
camp, which frees us to get more things ready. The team 
only cooks very good vegan and vegetarian fare. 

Sun., Aug 24. Today is the first of seven days walking 
around the air base. We are using the symbolism of the battle 
of Jericho and the fact that this is the 7th year of major 
protests at Buchel AFB. We went up to the air base with the 
group, and there were people carrying flags and wearing 
signs and TV cameras from local stations following the group 
through a few speeches and our walk around the base. It is 
18 kilometers around it all together, and I think they said it 
takes about four hours to walk it. 

Mon., Aug. 25. Under rainy skies we cooked for, and 
dined with, the Mayors for Peace and 25 others, presenting 
Korean, Turkish, Japanese, Gem1an, Dutch and U.S. style 
food . During the walk around the base, soldiers monitored 
us from the fence and they walked in front, behind, and in 
the middle of our group. They were very friendly and talked 
with us. Most of them could speak English and I think they 
were amused with our songs and dancing. 

Thes., Aug. 26. More people have arrived now, and our 
camp site is starting to look impressive. We had a meeting 
with everyone at the camp, spoken ftrst in German and then 
translated into English, mostly to chose coordinators for 
certain tasks. We were productive in putting up tents for 
beer, ftrst aid, information and movies and doing odd jobs 
around the camp. 

Wed., Aug. 27. There was a large meeting about what 
we want to accomplish getting ready for everything that is 
going on Saturday the 30th. We heard a hitchhiking seminar, 
which made it seem like hitchhiking around Europe is the 
way to go, although I'm not quite convinced. There was a 
girl, 17, that said she hitchhiked up from Munich and that 
she did it all the time. 

Thur., Aug. 28. Another whole-camp meeting about 
tasks yet to be done. Our group made a gift for the fanner 
whose field we're in: a basket of wine and chocolate with 
flowers, ribbons and origami, and a painted "thank you" 
card in six languages. 

I'm ill with something and didn't sleep much because I 
had so many people stopping in to see how I was doing and 
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3) a promise never to attack non
nuclear states with nuclear weapons; 

and 4) the complete and permanent 
removal ofU.S, nuclear weapons from 
Europe. 

These easy steps can be taken if we 
will amplify our voices, make some 
personal sacrifices for the cause, and 
refuse to take no for an answer. 

Thank you. 

to take care of me. I'm not sure what most of the medicines 
were because labels were in other languages! 

After lunch, a few workshops on nonviolent training 
were going on around the camp. There is also a group of 
people running around called the [Clandestine Insurgent 
Rebel] Clown Army that are training would-be clowns for 
the demonstration. 

Fri., Aug. 29. We set up still more tents- for internet 
work, for backstage and for storage, and then helped with 
the stage. There was a fence-climbing workshop which was 
really funny with a "fence" held up by tent posts, that we 
practiced going over, figuring out the easiest and best way. 
I met with Regina Hagen [a coordinator with the Global 
Network Against Nuclear Power and Weapons in Space], 
who will translate my speech into German on Saturday. 

Sat., Aug. 30, the big day. Everyone was up early and 
the energy was really awesome. The Clown Anny was 
dressed in full-blown attire, and people all around were 
carrying brooms, posters and flags. Definitely fun . Tables 
and tents are everywhere with information on this action 
and upcoming ones. We headed to the fence to hang up 
banners and I have never seen so many police in one area. 
At first they didn't want the banners put up, but finally they 
let us. 

There were about 2,000 people at the demonstration, 
the biggest ever at Bi.lchel (and as many, if not more, police). 

We were asked to make sure people didn't leave with 
their brooms because the police decided that they can be 
construed as weapons. We became quite good at "Bessen 
heir bitter" which is "Cail J have your broom please?" or 
"Dot ist das photo shooting," and pointing the way. The 
soldiers there laughed at our poor attempts at Gennan. 

When the time came for my speech and I couldn't find 
Regina my translator 1 got a little nervous. While we were 
taking pictures the crowd had gotten huge. She found me 
and we went on. I would read a paragraph, and then Regina 
would translate. The crowd was really great, clapping and 
cheering at all the right parts. I could tell who spoke English 
and who didn' t because certain people would clap for me 
and others for Regina. 

We didn't get to bed until about 2, after figuring out 
rides back to the camp. I think l was asleep before my head 
even hit the pillow but I think the whole day overall was a 
great success! 

Mon., Sept. t. The teamers shared feedback on how we 
felt about the camp. I had only positive things to say because 
I've really enjoyed my time here. 
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U.S. Submarine Leaks Cooling Water Crossing Pacific 

TOKYO - In August, the U .S. Navy informed Japan that 
the nuclear-powered submarine USS Houston leaked 
radioactive cooling water in three Japanese ports and may 
have been leaking for two years. The leak was discovered 
when a build-up of the cooling water burst through a valve 
and showered a U.S. sailor. The sub crossed the Pacific 
Ocean several times before the leak was discovered in 
Honolulu on July 17. The size of the radioactive leak can not 
be determined, yet both governments insisted that it was 
"negligible" and at an "extremely low level." The incident 
occurred during a time of increasing public opposition to 
U .S. military operations in Japan. A string of sexual assaults 
by U.S. ~ilitary personnel against Japanese women and girls, 
along wtth plans to replace a diesel-powered aircraft carrier 
with the nuclear-powered USS George Washington led 
thousands to protest in July. - AP & CNN News, Aug. 1; 
Reuters, Aug. 7; & New York Times, Aug. 3, 2008 

Fires and Radiation Releases at Oak Ridge National Lab 

OAK RIDGE, Tenn.-The Holifield facility of the Oak Ridge 
National Lab in Tennessee produces radioactive isotopes 
for research. In July, 30 employees were evacuated because 
of elevated radiation readings inside the complex. Six were 
exposed to radioactive cesium. The lab claims no harm was 
done. Jim Roberto, the deputy lab director for science and 
technology, said six ORNL employees were exposed to ''very 
slight" levels of radiation. Officials found the source ofthe 
leak to be the Radioactive Ion Beam High-Voltage Platform, 
a sealed chamber where hydrogen or helium beams are 
accelerated for experimentation. 1\vo recent fires at Oak 
Ridge also lead to evacuations. On July 14, 45 workers were 
hustled away from a hazardous waste processing site after a 
fire released an "orangey-yellow" vapor containing "small 
amounts" of radioactivity. At the time of the incident, workers 
were processing contaminated soil from DOE's Hanford Site 
in Washington State. Another 95 e~ployees were evacuated 
on Aug. 4 when a fire broke out at the non-nuclear "Rubber 
Shop."-Knoxville News Sentinel, July 14 & 28; The OakRidger, 
Aug. 4; Oak Ridge National Lab News Release, Apr. 27, 2000 

Air Force Tests ICBM Capable of Hitting Iran 

VANDENBERG AIR FORCE BASE, Calif.-The country 
can rest easy knowing that at least one of the Air Force's 450 
land-based intercontinental ballistic missiles is "capable and 
extremely accurate," following an Aug. 13 test launch from 
Vandenberg Air Force Base. The Minuteman Ill ICBM, se
lected from those stored at Malmstrom Air Force Base in 
Montana and loaded with a mock warhead, was fired east
to-west toward the K wajalen Atoll in the Pacific Ocean more 
than 4,000 miles away. 

"I'm very proud of the team of professionals involved 
in making this test a success," said Lt. Col. Lesa Toler. "Their 
technical expertise, dedication and adherence to 'perfection 
as the standard' have ensured our nation's ICBM fleet is 
.capable and extremely accurate." 

The missile's thermonuclear Mark -12A is a 3 3 5 kiloton 
warhead, 27 times the power of the (12.5 kt) Hiroshima bomb. 
With a range ofbetween 7,100 and 8,000 miles, it can easily 
strike Ternin, Iran, 6,596 miles from the Malmstrom AFB. 
Meanwhile, 50 Minuteman Ill missiles from Malmstrom's 
Missile Squadron are scheduled for permanent removal. This 
will leave 450 land-based nuclear-armed ICBMs in the U.S. 
arsenal, 150 of which will remain atthe MalmstromAFB. 

-Associated Press, Aug. 28, Santa Maria (Calif.) Times, 
Aug. 11 & Great Falls (Montana) Tribune, July 27, 2008 

Fire Shuts Down Diablo Canyon Reactor 

SAN LUIS OBISPO, Calif. - The Diablo Canyon Unit 2 
reactor shut down on August 18, after a fire in the facility's 

. turbine building. The fire damaged two transformers 
additional equipment and the administration building. A 
spokesperson for Pacific Gas and Electric said on-site firefighters 
quashed the blaze in 15 minutes. One transformer must now be 
replaced before the reactor. can restart. A fire May 15, 2000, shut 
down Unit 1. There have been at least 125 fires at U.S. reactors 
sites since 1995. -San Francisco Chronicle, AP, San Luis 
Obispo.com,Aug. 18; Boston Globe, June 30,2008 

Strontium-90 in Groundwater at Indian Point 

BUCHANAN, New York- The Indian Point reactor has 
contaminated the groundwater with strontium-90 and 
radi?a~tive tritium fr~m its leaking used fuel storage pool. 
Radtatton has been detected in a well on property adjacent 
to the reactor site. The NRC claims the levels of radiation 
remain below federal drinking water standards. Strontium-
90 is a known carcinogen with no safe level of exposure. 
Reactor operators at Entergy Corp. claim the strontium did 
not come from Indian Point but from above-ground nuclear 
testing conducted in the 1950s. - Hudson Valley Journal 
News, Aug. 5 & 6, 2008; New York Times, Aug. 20, 2006 

Carter Outs Israel's Nuclear Arsenal 

WALES-Former PresidentJimmy Carter on May 25 revealed 
that Israel has at least 150 nuclear weapons, breaking with a 
long-standing U.S. policy of staying mum aboutlsrael's open 
secret. The former president made disclosure during an 
appearance in Wales, BBC News reported. 
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Carter said, "The U.S. has more than 12,000 nuclear 
weapons; the Soviet Union [sic] has about the same; Great 
Britain and France have several hundred, and Israel has 150 
or more." Israel has never officially admitted that it possesses 
nuclear weapons. The Jewish Telegraphic Agency reported 
that, "Jimmy Carter, in violation of a decades-old U .S. policy, 
publicly acknowledged that Israel has nuclear weapons." 

Israeli whistleblower Mordechai Vanunu first disclosed 
the country's nuclear weapons program in 1986, by telling a 
British newspaper. He was kidnapped in Rome by Israeli 
agents and spent 18 years in prison after being convicted of 
"treason" by a secret court. 

-New York Times, May 26 & Sa/em News, May 29, 2008 

Missileers Fired for Safety Lapses, Assault Allegations 

MINOT, North Dakota-The beleaguered MinotAir Force 
Base in North Dakota, home to 150 Minuteman Ill ICBMs 
was the subject of two more nuclear weapons securit; 
scandals in July. The incidents came on the heels of last 
year's illegal B-52 fly-over, in Which six nuclear-armed Cruise 
missiles were flown from Minot to a base in Louisiana (See 
p.1) This time, three ballistic missile crew members fell asleep 
while holding classified launch code devices. It was not 
clear how long the soldiers were asleep. The three have 
been relieved of missile duty. The lapse triggered highlevel 
investigations by the Strategic Command and the National 
Security Agency. In another blunder, an Air Force officer 
has confessed that he and another officer lied about 
destroying classified launch components in July 2005. "They 
were supposed to destroy 
them and they signed 
documents saying they 
destroyed them," said 
Maj. Laurie Arellano, an 
Air Force spokeswoman. 
Instead, she said, "they 
took them home." The Air 
Force also said it is 
investigating charges of 
"aggravated sexual 
contact" of a woman 
officer at MalmstromAFB 
in Montana. The officer 
told Air Force investi
gators in March that she 
had been sexually 
assaulted by a male officer in December while the two were 
on duty in a launch control facility. 

-Associated Press & Air Force Times, Aug. 28, 2008 

Heavy Penalties for Simple Reactor Protest 

RICHMOND, Virginia-Thirty-five climate activists visited 
Dominion Power and its North Anna reactor site in Mineral 
Virginia on Aug. 6, and conducted a "truth telling': 
occupation of its visitor center. Six of the activists were 
arrested and charged with misdemeanor trespass after refusing 
to leave at closing time. The activists highlighted Dominion's 
plan to build a new reactor, its misappropriation of funds the 
firm's lies about nuclear being a solution to climate chaos' and 
its thwarting of sustainable power generation. Convicted of 
the misdemeanor Aug. 14, a district judge sentenced three 
of the activists to a 90-day suspended jail sentence, two 
years of supervised probation and a $2,500 fine each. The 
three remaining anti-nuclear activists are due in court Sept. 
23, and face jail and heavy fines. The group continued its 
action in downtown Richmond where two more people were 
arrested. The environmental activists align themselves with 
Blue Ridge Earth First!, Rising Tide North America and 
Nuclear Watch South. - Times-Dispatch, Aug. 8; Charlottesville 
News and Arts, Aug. 7; The Free Lance-Star, Aug. 9; The People 
United.org, Aug. 14, 2008 

$1 Billion to Move Uranium Tailings 30 Miles 

MOAB, Utah-Near the Colorado River about three miles 
north ofMoab, 16 million tons of uranium tailings are set to 
be moved 30 miles north to a newly constructed landfill at 
Cresent Junction. In a July report to Congress, the Energy 
Department estimates the project will cost $1 billion (up $73 
million from its original estimate). The tailings are to be 
shipped by train and the project is expected to take until 
2028 to complete. The DOE has hired EnergySolutions under 
a 4-year $98 million contract to haul away some of the tailings 
after the original contractor, Atlas Corp., filed for bankruptcy. 
Although the move is being promoted as a means ofkeeping 
radioactive contamination out of the Colorado River - a 
d~~ing water source for 50 million people - moving the 
tathngs creates new transportation and dumping risks in a 
never-ending nuclear waste shell game. 

- The Desert News and The Salt Lake Tribune, July 2, 2008 

Climate Chaos Puts Reactors in Hot Water 

DECATUR, Alabama- A state-issued permit that allows 
the Tennessee Valley Authority's (TVA) three nuclear 
reactors to dump billions of gallons of hot water back into 
the Tennessee River expired two years ago, but that has not 
stopped the Watts Bar reactors from warming the river water. 
In early August the reactors were shutdown by the record
breaking heat wave that heated the river water to a 

temperature too high to cool waste fuel or the reactor cores. 
Warm weather shutdowns are nothing new. During the 2003 
European heat wave, 17 reactors were "tripped" due to 
surface water's inability to keep the reactors cool. David 
Lochbaum, a former Browns Ferry engineer stated, "the 
plants do not do very well in extremely hot weather." 

- AP, International Herald Tribune Aug. 14, 2008 

Vermont Yankee ~pews More Radiation 

MONTPELIER, Vermont-According to the Vermont De
partment of Health, the Vermont Yankee reactor has spewed 
30 percent more radiation into the environment since it in
creased its power output two years ago. Seventy-one moni
tors, including one at the nearby Vernon Elementary School, 
keep tabs on releases .that show 18 millirems of radiation, 
where state limits have been set at 20 millirems per year. The 
reactor is also having ongoing structural problems with its 
cooling towers, one of which collapsed in August last year. 
In July the faulty east tower was leaking 60-to-1 00 gallons 
per minute. Both cooling towers were offiine in Jnly and 
reactor power was cut to 47 percent. Additionally, a "steam 
dryer," which removes moisture before steam enters the tur
bines, has developed 27 new cracks since the power increase, 
c.racks the owners attribute to "normal aging." Disintegra
tion of the dryer could cause serious problems by allowing 
pieces of steel to enter the reactor's piping system. The 
dryer can be inspected only during fuel outages and was 
last inspected in 2005. -Boston Globe, July 11; Rut/and Her
aid, July 12,24 & 26; Vemon Public Radio, July 25 & 29,2008 

Plutonium Contaminates IAEA Lab 
VIENNA, Austria - The bursting of a 
sealed bottle inside a storage safe caused 
plutonium contamination of the storage 
room at a site run by the International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) in Austria. 
The plutonium is used by the Safeguards 
Analytical Laboratory in Seibersdorf, 
south of Vienna, to carry out tests on 
samples taken during IAEA weapons and 
reactor inspection missions. The reasons 
for the "pressure build-up in a small sealed 
sample bottle" was not explained by the 
IAEA. Austrian officials said the empty 
lab had been sealed off and no one was at 
risk. Daniel Kapp, a spokesman for Austria's 

. . environment ministry, said that radioactivity 
m the arr would have been completely contained by the lab's 
filters. However, last November, IAEA director Mohammed 
ElBaradei said the "safeguards" site, built in 1970, did not meet 
UN safety standards. -BBC News, Aug. 3, 2008 

British Warheads Could Explode in Series "Like Popcorn" 

LONDON -A design flaw in Britain's submarine-based 
nuclear arsenal means that its warheads could explode in 
series "like popcorn" if accidentally dropped. According to 
Ministry ofDefense (MoD) documents, the typical scenario 
would see the weapon being dropped from a crane while 
being loaded on or off a sub. More than 1, 700 warheads are 
affected by the problem which could cause them to explode 
one after another. Weapons builders try to prevent such 
explosions by designing warheads to be "singlepoint sate" 
meaning that a sudden knock at a single point should not 
detonate the plutonium core. However, a declassified manual 
drawn up by the MoD's internal nuclear-weapons regulator 
argues that this singlepoint design might not prevent 
"popcorning." It recommends replacing the explosive that 
surrounds the warheads' plutonium because a single knock 
could set off the explosive. A spokesman for the MoD said 
popcorning was only "a theoretical possibility" and in fact 
it was "a scenario that is not credible." 

- The London Telegraph, June 26, 2008 

RESOURCES 
* Beyond Nuclear, 6930 Carroll Ave., Suite 400, Takoma Park, 
MD 20912; (301) 270-2209; Email: info@beyondnuclear.org; 
Web: beyondnuclear.org 
* Blue Ridge Earth First! Email: blueridgeef@yahoo.com 
* Center for Food Safety, 660 Penn. Ave., SE, #302, 
Washington, DC 20003; Web: centerforfoodsafety.org· (202) 547-
9359 , 
* Food and Water Watch, 1616 P St. NW, #300, Washington, 
DC 20036; (202) 683-2500; Web: foodandwaterwatch.org 
* Global Network Against Nuclear Power & Weapons in 
Space, PO Box 652, Brunswick, ME 04011, (207) 443-9502; 
Email: globalnet@mindspring.com; Web: space4peace.org 
* Clandestime Insurgent Rebel Clown Army, 
Email: circaSTOPSPAM@labofii.net; Web: clownarrny.org/ 
* Institute for Energy & Environmental Research, 6935 
Laurel Ave., # 201, Takoma Park, MD 20912; (310) 270-5500· 
Email: ieer@ieer.org; Web: www.ieer.org ' 
*Institute of Plant Nutrition and Soil Science, FARC, 
Bundesallee 50, 38116 Braunschweig, Germany, Tel: 011-49-531-
596-210 I; Web: fal.de/EN/institutes/PB/Home 
* Nuclear Information & Resource Service, 6930 Carroll 
Ave., # 340, Takoma Park, MD 20912; (301) 270-6477; 
Email: nirsnet@nirs.org; Web: nirs.org 
* Nuclear Watch South, PO Box 8574, Atlanta, GA 31106; 
(404) 378-4263; Email: nukewatchsouth@mindspring.com; 
Web: nonukesyall.org 
* Rising Tide North America, PO Box 11664, Portland, OR 
97211; Email: contact@risingtidenortharnerica.org; 
Web: risingtidenorthamerica.org; (202) 657-6772; 
*Rocky Mountain Institute, 2317 Snowmass Creek Road 
Snowmass, CO 81654; (970) 927-3~1; Web: rmi.org ' 
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NRC says the reactor revival 
is not ready for prime time 

By HarveyWasserman 

A devastating blow to the much-hyped revival of atomic 
power has been delivered by an unlikely source - the 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission. The NRC says the 
"standardized" designs on which the entire premise of 
returning nuclear power to center stage is based have 
massive holes in them, and may not be ready for approval 
for years to come. 

Delivered by one of America's most notoriously docile 
agencies, the NRC's warning essentially says: that all cost 
estimates for new nuclear reactors - and all licensing and 
construction schedules - are completely up for grabs, and 
have no reliable basis in fact. Thus any comparisons between 
future atomic reactors and renewable technologies are moot at 
best. And any ''hard number" basis for independent financing 
for future nukes may not be available for)'ears to come, if ever. 

These key points have been raised in searing testimony 
before state regulators by Jim Warren of the North Carolina 
Waste Awareness and Reduction Network (NCWARN) and 
Tom Clements of the South Carolina Friends of the Earth 
(FOE), and by others now challenging proposed state-based 
financing for new WestinghouseAP-1 000 reactors. The NRC 
gave conditional "certification" to this "standardized" design 
in 2004, allowing design workto continue. But as recently as 
June 27, the NRC has issued written warnings that hundreds 
ofkey design components remain without official approval. 
Indeed, Westinghouse has been forced to actually withdraw 
numerous key designs, throwing the entire permitting 
process into chaos. 

The catastrophic outcome of similar problems has 
already become tangible. The first "new generation" French 
reactor being built in Finland is already over two years behind 
schedule, and more than $2.5 billion over budget. The 
scenario is reminiscent of the economic disaster that hit 
scores of "first generation" reactors, which came in 
massively over budget and, in many cases, decades behind 
promised completion dates. 

In North and South Carolina, public interest groups are 
demanding the revocation of some $230 million in pre
construction costs already approved by state regulators for 
two proposed Duke Energy reactors. In those states, as well 
as Florida, Alabama and Georgia, Westinghouse AP-1000 
reactors have been presented to regulatory commissions to 
be financed by ratepayers as they are being built. 

This astounding pro-utility scheme forces electric 
consumers to pay billions of dollars for nuclear reactors that 
may never operate, and whose costs are indeterminate. 
Sometimes called Construction Work in Progress, it lets 
utilities raise rates to pay for site clearing, project planning, 
and down payments on large equipment and heavy reactor 
components, such as pressure vessels, pumps and 
generators, that can involve hundreds of millions of dollars, 
even before the projects get final federal approval. The 
process in essence gives utilities an incentive to drive up 
construction costs as much as they can. It allows them to 
force ratepayers to cover legal fees incurred by the utilities 
to defend themselves against lawsuits by those very 
ratepayers. And the public is stuck with the bill for whatever 
is spent, even if the reactor never opens - or if it melts 
down before it recoups its construction costs, as did 
Pennsylvania's Three Mile Island Unit Two in 1979, which 
self-destructed after just three months of operation. 

According to Warren and Clements, Duke Energy and 
its cohorts have "filed some 6,500 pages ofWestinghouse's 

Photovoltaic Cells Are Very Green, 
Comparative Test Shows 

Reprilitedfrom The New York Times, February 26, ?008 

Solar power generated by photovoltaic cells is among 
the greenest of energy options. The cells just sit there, 
basking in the sun and emitting nothing but electrons. 

But cells are manufactured, and the manufacturing 
process is not benign: Over the life cycle of solar cells 
- from the mining of raw materials to the finished 
product- just how green are they? 

Vasitis M. Fthenakis of Brookhaven National 
Laboratory and colleagues have the latest analysis, to be 
published in Environmental Science and Technology. 
The short answer is that photovoltaic cells are still very 
green. 

The researchers looked at emissions of 
greenhouse gases and pollutants like nitrogen oxide 
gases and heavy metals from the manufacture of four 
types of cells. Most of the emissions are results of the 
electricity used, and the amounts depend in part on 
the mix of electricity in the grid, or how much comes 
from coal plants, hydroelectric, nuclear and the like. 

The researchers found that thin-film cadmium 
telluride cells were the greenest, although the 
differences among the four types were slight. All told, 
the researchers say, replacing electrical power from the 
grid with electricity generated by solar cells results in 
at least an 89 percent reduction in greenhouse gases 
and pollutants. 

4- Nukewatch Quarterly 

~ 
"Ever have the feeling you forgot to turn something off?" 

Preston Thomas, Chicago, Ill. 
New Yorker Caption Contest 

technical design documents as the major component of 
applications" to build new reactors. "Of the 172 
interconnected Westinghouse documents," say NCWARN 
and FOE, "only 21 have been certified." And most of what 
has been certified, they add, rely on systems that are 
unapproved, and that are key to the guts of the reactor, 
including such major components as the "reactor building, 
control room, cooling system, engineering designs, facility
wide alarm systems, piping and conduit." 

In other words, despite millions of dollars ofhigh-priced 
hype, the "new generation" of"standardized design" power 
reactors actually does not exist. The plans for these reactors 
have not been finalized by the builders themselves, nor have 
they been approved by the regulators. There is no operating 
prototype of a Westinghouse AP-1 000 from which to draw 
actual data about how safely these reactors might actually 
operate, what their environmental impact might be, or what 
they might cost to build or run. 

In fact, as the NRC's June 27letter notes, Westinghouse 
has been forced to withdraw key technical documents from 
the regulatory process. The NRC says this means design 
approval for the AP-1 000 might not come until2012. 

The problem extends to other designs. According to 
Michael Mariotte of the Nuclear Information & Resource 
Service, the "Evolutionary Power Reactor" proposed for 
Calvert Cliffs, Maryland, "is way behind in certification" 
causing delays in the licensing process. Similar problems 
plague the "Economic Simplified Boiling Water Reactor'' design 
proposed for NorthAnna, VrrginiaandFermi, Michigan. "All of 
these utilities seem to want standardization for the other guy, 
not for themselves, so most of them are making changes to the 
'standardized' designs," says Mariotte. "Even the ABWR" 
(Advanced Boiling Water Reactor) being planned for south 
Texas, which has actually been built before, "has design issues" 
that have caused delays. 

The problem, says Mariotte, "is that the NRC is still 
trying to go ahead and do licensing even with the designs 
not certified. This is going to lead to a big mess later on." 

But in the meantime, Public Service Commissions like 
the one in Florida, have given preliminary approval to reactor 
proposals whose projected costs have more than doubled 
in just one year. Florida Power & Light's two proposed 
reactors at Turkey Point, on the border of the Everglades 
National Park, are listed as costing somewhere between $6 
and $9 billion. FP&L refuses to committo a frrm price and is 
demanding that Florida ratepayers foot an unknowable bill 
for giant projects whose costs are virtually certain to 
skyrocket long before the NRC okays the reactor design. 

In the larger picture, the depth of this seam is staggering. 
With no finalized design, and no ftrm price tag, a second 
generation of nuclear power reactors is now being put on 
the tab of southeastern citizens whose rates have already 
begun to skyrocket. These reactor projects cannot get 
private financing and cannot proceed without either massive 
federal subsidies and loan guarantees, or a flood of these 
state-based giveaways. They also cannot get private 
insurance against future meltdowns, and have no solution 
for their radioactive waste problem. Current estimates for 
finishing the proposed Yucca Mountain national waste 
repository, also yet to be licensed, are soaring toward $1 00 
billion, even though it, too, may never open. 

By contrast, firm costs for proposed wind farms, solar 
panels, increased efficiency and other green sources are 
proven and reliable. These projects are easily financed by 
private investors lining up to become involved. Some $6 
billion in new wind farms are under construction or are on 
order in the U.S. alone. They are established and profitable 
and can in many cases be up and running in less than a year. 

The high-profile campaign to paint atomic energy as 
some kind of medical rescue ship for North America's energy 
problems has hit the iceberg of its economic impossibilities. 
The atomic "renaissance" has no tangible approved design, 
and no firm construction or operating costs to present. There 
are no reliable new reactor construction schedules, although 
we know that it will be at least 1 0 years before the first one 
could conceivably come on line. 

In short, the "nuclear renaissance" is perched atop a 
gigantic technical and economic chasm that looms larger 
every day and that could soon swallow the entire idea of 
building more reactors. 

- Harvey Wasserman is the author most recently of 
Solartopia! Our Green-Powered Earth, available at 
www.solartopia.org. 

Nuclear Power's 
Market Meltdown 

By Amory Lovins 

Capitalists have already scuttled [the] claimed nuclear 
revival. New U.S. subsidies of about $13 billion per reactor 
(roughly a reactor's capital cost) haven't lured Wall Street 
to invest. Instead, the decentralized competitors to nuclear 
power are making more global electricity than nuclear 
reactors are, and are growing 20 to 40 times faster. 

In 2007, decentralized renewables worldwide attracted 
$71 billion in private capital. Nuclear got zero. Why? 
Economics. The nuclear construction costs that proponents 
omit are astronomical and soaring; low fuel costs will soon 
rise two-to five-fold. "Negawatts" - saved electricity -
cost five to 1 0 times less and are getting cheaper. So are 
most renewables. Negawatts and "micro-power" -
renewables other than big hydro and cogenerating electricity 
together with useful heat- are also at or near customers, 
avoiding grid costs, losses and failures (which cause 98 to 
99 percent ofblackouts). 

The unreliability of renewable energy is a myth, while 
the unreliability of nuclear energy is real. Of all U .S. nuclear 
reactors built, 21 percent were abandoned as lemons; 27 
percent have failed at least once for a year or more. Even 
successful reactors must close for refueling every 17 months 
for 39 days. And when shut by grid failure, they can't quickly 
restart. Wind farms don't do that. 

Variable but forecastable renewables (wind and solar 
cells) are very reliable when integrated with each other, 
existing supplies and demand. For example, three German 
states were more than 30 percent wind-powered in 2007-
and more than 100 percent in some months. Renewable 
power generally needs less backup than utilities already 
bought to combat big coal and nuclear reactors' 
intermittence. 

Micropower delivers one sixth of total global electricity, 
a third of all new electricity and from a sixth to more than half 
of all electricity in 12 industrial countries (in the United States 
it's only 6 percent). In 2006, the global net capacity added 
by nuclear power was only 83 percent of that added by solar 
cells, l 0 percent that of wind power and 3 percent that of 
micropower. China's distributed renewables grew to seven 
times its nuclear capacity and grew seven times faster. In 
2007, the United States, China and Spain each added more 
wind capacity than the world added nuclear capacity. Wind 
power added 30 percent of new U.S. and 40 percent ofEU 
capacity, because it's two to three times cheaper than new 
nuclear power. Which part of this don't pro-nukers 
understand? 

The punch line: nuclear expansion buys two to l 0 times 
less climate protection per dollar, far slower than its winning 
competitors. Spending a dollar on new nuclear power rather 
than on negawatts thus has a worse climate effect than 
spending that dollar on new coal power. 

-Acclaimed scientist, researcher and author Amory 
Lovins is chairman and chief scientist at the Rocky 
Mountain Institute. A version of this essay appeared in the 
May 26 edition ofNewsweek. 
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"All right, you 're free to go. We 're in this 
for the sport--catch and release only. " 

Church Authorities Renew 
Moral Critique of the Bomb 

The Catholic Bishops of New Mexico have questions for 
the Department of Energy regarding the agency's plans to 
produce new nuclear weapons at the Los Alamos National 
Laboratory (LANL) near Santa Fe. The Bishops aren'tthe only 
ones in the religious community to recently denounce the 
nuclear arsenal. The American Friends Service Committee 
( Quakers) have initiated a petition that gained support and 
signatures from 79 religious organizations opposed to DOE's 
plans for a revitalized nuclear bomb factory, including Catholic, 
Jewish, Muslim and Protestant congregations. The wave of 
moral indignation has filtered into smaller churches, some of 
which have joined l~tter writing campaigns and have invited 
survivors ofHiroshima or Nagasaki to speak. 

U.S. Catholic Bishops have decried nuclear weapons 
for nearly three decades. In 1983, 276 Bishops openly debated 
the U .S. "first-strike" posture of threatening nuclear attack, the 
morality of nuclear weapons and the maintenance of 
"deterrence" which they grudgingly endorsed as a "strictly 
conditional defense of deterrence." The pastoral letter was sent 
to 51 million U.S. parishioners. A Vatican panel with the 
endorsement ofPope John Paul II, declared in September 1982, 
that prevention of nuclear war "is the greatest moral issue 
humanity has ever faced and there is no time to lose." 

On June 25, 1988, U.S. Bishops reversed themselves 
and withdrew the conditional approval. They declared that 
the intention of using nuclear weapons to retaliate against 
an enemy attack was immoral. Sixteen months later, the life
long nuclear weapons proponent and ReaganAdministration 
hawk Paul Nitze wrote in an Oct. 28, 1999, New York Times 
op/ed, "I can think of no circumstances under which it would 
be wise for the United States to. use nuclear weapons, even 
in retaliation for their prior use against us .... " 

A May 1998 paper by U.S. Bishops who are part of the 
peace group Pax Christi also emphatically denounced nuclear 
weapons and the so-called Stockpile (H-bomb) Stewardship 
Program. In reference to the fall of the Soviet Union and the 
end of the Cold War, the Bishops wrote," ... the Cold War 
weapons amassed throughout that struggle have survived 
the struggle itself and are today in search of new 
justifications and new missions to fulfill." 

On April 9 this year, Archbishop Michael Sheehan of 
Santa Fe and Bishop Richard Ramirez ofLas Cruces, New 
Mexico weighed in against nuclear weapons projects still 
seeking funds in Congress. They signed their names on a 
list of questions sent to the DOE regarding its "Complex 
Transformation," scheme, its latest attempt to re-invent a 
mission for itself, this time as an H-bomb builder. Some of 
the questions raised were: 

*Will the transformation ... of the LANL into a weapons 
manufacturing facility be a violation of our current treaties 
with other nations? 

* Will the LANL transformation to create 80 new 
warheads per year ... hasten an international arms race? 

* Essential ... handling and disposal of high-level 
radioactive [waste 1 material could be . . . assigned a low 
priority ... How will the DOE assure that essential non
weapons needs are addressed? 

* Is the complex transformation based on a nuclear posture 
review conducted before [the attacks of] 9-11 [ -2001 1 or after? 

* Decommissioning and decontamination funds will be 
enormous. These costs are not fully described in the 
Environmental Impact Statement. What is the funding source? 

The current Pope Benedict said in his 2008 World Day 
of Peace message, "At a time when the process of nuclear 
nonproliferation is at a stand-still, I feel bound to entreat 
those in authority to resume with greater determination 
negotiations for a progressive and mutually agreed 
dismantling of existing nuclear weapons. In renewing this 
appeal, I know I am echoing the desire of all those concerned 
for the future of humanity." 

In the meantime, the Pope, whose plane landed at 
Andrews Air Force Base, home to the nuclear war code 
system known as the "football," rather than a civilian airport, 
visited the world's principle nuclear threat-exporting state 
in April. He was greeted there by George and Laura Bush. 
Next time around, perhaps the Pope will shun U.S. military 
bases and keep his entreaty for abolition uncompromised. 
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Uranium Weapons Updates 

National Academy of Sciences Slams Pentagon~ 
Studies of Uranium Weapons Health Effects 

A new National Academy of Sciences (NAS) report out July 
30, 2008, regarding military veterans exposed to depleted 
uranium presents significant findings and recommendations. 

The NAS committee formally suggested "that several 
health outcomes should be given high priority for further 
study: lung cancer, lymphoma, renal disease, respiratory 
disease, neurologic outcomes (including neurocognitive 
outcomes), and adverse reproductive and developmental 
outcomes." · 

In a severe critique of Pentagon policy, the NAS has 
found that the military and the Department ofVeterans Affairs 
(DV A) are using a flawed test- urinalysis- to determine 
DU exposure. The NAS committee recommends that the 
Pentagon and DVA "should use the most sensitive" tests 
available to determine exposure, "other than measuring 
urinary uranium ... " 

This criticism of urinalysis, which the Pentagon has been 
giving to Gulf War, Iraq and Afghanistan veterans for years, 
is a departure and an indirect endorsement of the far more 
expensive mass spectrometry test which is difficult to obtain 
in the U.S. The method is an analytical technique that 
identifies the chemical composition of a sample on the basis 
of the mass-to-charge ratio of charged particles. 

The NAS says the Pentagon and DVA should study 
tissues from dead veterans. The NAS committee stated that 
the "Department of Defense should consider assessing 
uranium concentrations in lung, kidney and brain tissues 
from military personnel who were potentially exposed to DU 
and died while on active duty." 

Nearly 3,000 veterans of the Iraq and Afghanistan wars 
have self-reported possible DU exposures. The NAS 
recommends that the Pentagon test veterans who have self
reported exposures to DU during the last three years. 

While this is potentially significant, if the Pentagon and 
DVA use the flawed urinalysis, there will likely be many false
negative test results. 

The NAS says veterans of the 1991 Doha, Kuwait 
munitions frre should be tested. Hundreds of veterans were 
potentially exposed to DU dust after a July 1991 fire at the 
U.S. base at Doha. (The Summer 2008 Quarterly reported 
that 13 million pounds ofDU-contaminated sand from this 
giant fire were collected in containers and shipped 7,239 
miles to the U.S. and dumped in a landfill in Idaho.) 

While it is good that the NAS recommends that these 
veterans be tested for DU exposure using the best 
available means, the NAS has inexplicably claimed that 
testing of these veterans (who arrived in theater June 

New Hypothesis for 
DU-Cancer Link 

New Scientist reports Sept. 3, that new research may solve 
the mystery of how depleted uranium contamination (DU) 
causes genetic damage in cells bombarded by its radioactive 
decay inside the body. 

Chris Busby of the Institute of Plant Nutrition and Soil 
Science (IPNSS) in Braunschweig, Germany and the 
University ofUlster, UK, and EwaldSchnug, Director of the 
IPNSS, claim in a new study that uranium atoms in the body 
could act as "radiation antennas." They argue that uranium 
atoms could be capturing photons of background gamma 
radiation and then re-emitting their energy as fast-moving 
electrons that act on the surrounding tissue in the same way 
as beta radiation. 

Skeptics responded to the Busby/Schnug study by 
saying that more detailed calculations and dose estimates 
are needed to reach frrm conclusions. But the authors were 
enthusiastic about their findings. 

Busby and Schnug say that previous risk models have 
ignored this well-established physical effect. They claim that 
depleted uranium could be kicking out photoelectrons in 
the body's most vulnerable spots. Various studies have 
shown that dissolved uranium- ingested in food or water, 
for example- is liable to attach to DNA strands within cells, 
because uranium binds strongly to DNA phosphate. 

"Photoelectrons from uranium are therefore likely to be 
emitted precisely where they will cause most damage to 
genetic material," Busby told the magazine. 

Their computer modeling results are described in a peer
reviewed paper to be published in September 2008 by the 
IPNSS in a book called Loads and Fate of Fertilizer Derived 
Uranium. 

New Scientist noted additionally that test-tube and 
animal studies have found that DU may increase the risk of 
cancer, according to a r-eview of the scientific literature 
published by the U.S. National Research Council. ("Review 
ofToxicologic and Radiologic Risks to Military Personnel 
from Exposure to Depleted Uranium During and After 
Combat," by the U.S. National Research Council, May 2008) 

The review cites a wide range of studies, including one 
from 2007 by John Wise and colleagues at the University of 
Southern Maine in Portland which showed that DU dust 
induced mutations in the chromosomes of human lung cells 
(Chemical Research in Toxicology, Vol. 20, p. 815). 

1991) is an effective way to study battlefield exposures 
that took place between February and May 1991 in Iraq 
and Kuwait. 

Although the NAS suggested nothing about 
studying the incidence of birth defects and developmental 
problems in Iraq, it recommended additional animal studies 
of the reproductive and developmental toxicity of DU. 

Dan Fahey contributed research for this article. 

UN Members Submit 
Tepid DU Warnings to 
Sec. Gen., Urge Study 

A resolution adopted by the UN General Assembly last 
December 5, regarding "Effects of the use of armaments and 
ammunitions containing depleted uranium," asked member 
states to submit their views on the use of DU weapons to 
the Secretary General. The Secretary will then report back to 
the General Assembly with summary recommendations. A 
few countries have already replied, albeit with lukewarm 
precautionary letters. A sample of the submissions follows: 

Japan " ... submits its views to the Secretary-General on 
the effects ... Japan has neither owned nor used armaments 
and ammunitions containing depleted uranium. Japan 
recognizes that despite the studies conducted by relevant 
international organizations on the effects of use of 
armaments and ammunitions containing depleted uranium 
on human health and the environment, at present 
no internationally defmitive conclusion has been drawn .... 
Japan appreciates ail studies and activities conducted 
by international organizations, including the World Health 
Organization, the International Atomic Energy Agency and 
the United Nations Environment Program, related to 
arnmunitions containing depleted uranium. Japan would like 
. .. international organizations to conduct successive on
site studies and further information gathering, and to provide 
their views on the effects that the use of depleted uranium 
munitions may/can cause on the human body as well as the 
environment." 

Belgium on May 11, 2007 " ... prohibited arms with 
depleted uranium. Belgian lawmakers arrived at a political 
estimation which took account of the fact that there is no 
scientific consensus on the effects of DU and determined at 
the same time the need for the application of the Precautionary 
Principle which requires an attitude of caution until there are 
scientific certainties .... Belgium will closely follow all new 
developments on the scientific analyses with regard to the 
dangers resulting from the use of arnmunitions systems with 
DU ... " 

Finland " ... shares the concern raised at the General 
Assembly of the potential risks related to the use of depleted 
uranium in armaments and ammunitions. The exposure of 
Finnish peacekeepers to depleted uranium has been 
scientifically examined. Analyses of samples were taken from 
troops serving in Kosovo in the years 2000- 2001. No 
indication of abnormal exposure was found. The findings 
were published in 200 l ... Finland greatly values international 
efforts to discuss the potential risks of the use of depleted 
uranium in armaments and arnmunitions." 

The Netherlands "Recognizes the need for additional 
research on the effects of the use of armaments and 
ammunitions containing depleted uranium . . . it is not 
impossible that Dutch service personnel may operate in areas 
in which munitions containing depleted uranium are being 
or have been used by allies. However, the resolution's 
reference to the 'potential' harmful effects of the use of DU 
munitions on human health and the environment cannot so 
far be substantiated by scientific studies ... " 

New Law Book on Combat Use of 
DU Urges Militaries to 

Approach With Caution 
Depleted Uranium Weapons and International Law: A 
Precautionary Approach, edited by Avril McDonald, Jann 
K. Kleffner & Brigit C.A. Toebes,Asser Press, UK, 2008, 
340pages. 

This study provides an in-depth analysis of the legal 
status of the use of depleted uranium (DU) ammunition and 
armor. The military use ofDU is surrounded by controversy, 
mainly regarding health and environmental hazards of its 
dispersal. The debate about DU has been highly polarized, 
with proponents of the munitions claiming its use carries no 
serious risk while critics suggest that exposures have lead 
to severe consequences including Gulf-War syndrome, birth 
abnormalities, cancers and leukemia. Rather than settling 
these controversies, the book takes as a starting point a 
precautionary approach in light of the considerable scientific 
uncertainties. The study examines various principles and 
rules of international law which could be invoked in view of 
health and environmental concerns. . 
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Accidents Sour French Nuclear Romance 
By Bonnie Urfer 

France's "safe reactor" image has been shattered. All it took 
is the unfortunate radioactive contamination of drinking 
water, air and 126 nuclear workers. In a string of exposures 
stemming from reactors at the government-owned Tricastin 
site in southeastern France, public trust in the nuclear 
industry has waned. There have been at least nine accounts 
of radiation poisoning in three weeks. 

The Tricastin site is home to four reactors, a nuclear 
waste site (including medical waste) and a uranium treatment 
facility. A leak at the site on July 7 caused 7,925 gallons of 
uranium-contaminated liquid to poison the Lauzon, Gaffiere, 
Drom and Rhone Rivers. Liquids also seeped into the ground. 
It took the government at least nine hours to announce the 
spill and to forbid residents and tourists from drinking well 
water and to ban water sports, fishing or eating fish and 
irrigating crops including grapes. One hundred workers were 
exposed to radiation and after testing, 70 showed traces of 
internal contamination. 

Testing after the leak revealed additional, unexpected 
radiation in the groundwater now attributed to a defunct 
military waste dump described by the Institute for 
Radioprotection and Nuclear Safety (IRSN) as "uranium 
secretly stored on the facility grounds since the 1970s in a 
mound of dirt 20 feet high containing nuclear waste from 
military stockpiles." Are~ residents may have been drinking 
contaminated.water for the past 30 years. 

A broken, leaking pipe at Romans-sur-Isere in 
southeastern France has been uncovered that may have 
released radiation into the environment for years. 

On July 29, more than 120 workers were evacuated 
from one of the Tricastin reactors when an alarm sounded. 
Of 45 employees who were examined, two tested positive 
for internal contamination. French authorities placed the 
blame on the July 7 exposures. The giant French nuclear 
agency Areva, whose subsidiary Socatri operates 
Tricastin, claimed the alarm went off in error. 

At the Saint-Alban site in the southeast, a uranium 
leak on July 29 also exposed 15 workers to radiation. 

In Bollene, in southern France, well water showed 70 
micrograms of uranium per liter on July 9. The allowable limit 
set by the World Health Organization' is 15 micro grams per 
liter. 

The French Nuclear Security Agency (ASN) announced 
on Aug. 6 that nuclear waste processing at Tricastin had 
emitted more carbon 14 than is permitted for the year. 

"In less than 15 days, the Commission for Independent 
ResearchandlnformationonRadioactivity(CRIIRAD) has been 
informed of four malfunctions in four nuclear plants, leading to 
the accidental contamination of 126 workers," CRIIRAD head 
Corinne Castaniertold Reuters. The CRIIRAD also found that 
French nuclear workers were complaining about worsening 
working conditions and the resulting threats to safety. 

A government agency is checking the groundwater at 
all of its 59 nuclear reactor sites. Critics say that testing the 
water does nothing to address air-borne releases nor does it 
guarantee safety from nuclear facilities without reactors. 
Activists have called for independent non-governmental 
involvement in tests. 

France had 114 "level-1" (on a 1 to 7 scale of severity) 
incidences in 2006, 86 events in 2007, and 115 for 2008 with 
four monilis remaining. That's a lot of slow leaks that add up 
to a lot of radiation releases. 

France's Director-General of the Paris-based Nuclear 
Energy Agency said in Der Spiegel, "You can't ask for 
perfection from any industry." But then, any industry doesn't 
continue to kill for thousands to millions of years to come. 

In spite of its dangerous safety record, France is 
promoting, cooperating with and making deals around the 
globe with Britain, Saudia Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates, Algeria, India, Libya, Finland, the U.S., North and 
South Africa and China. In May, France established a 
government agency to export its nuclear technology. 

People in the Tricastin area have hit the streets protesting. 
Greenpeace has filed two lawsuits againstAreva and others are 
demanding the permanent closure of the French nuclear waste 
and uranium treatment facility. News of contamination in the 
area has been widespread enough to force wine producers to 
remove "Tricastin" from their bottles' labels. 

Secrecy and Red Tape Stall Nuclear Worker Compensation 
By Paul V os Benkowski Department of Labor delayed the cases of sick nuclear 

workers by giving the applicants misleading information, 
Ever since Madame Curie succumbed to leukemia in 1934 withholding records, failing to inform them of alternative· 
due to exposure to radioactivity from her discoveries of paths to aid, repeatedly claiming to have lost evidence sent 
radium and polonium, workers in the nuclear field have been by workers and making the requirements for compensations 
plagued by similar ailments and are seeking compensation. ridiculously complicated. 
It is no easy battle. In 2000, Congress established the Energy The Byzantine maze of claims, refusals and changing 
Employees Occupational Illness Compensation Program rules has kept workers and their families in the dark, hence 
(EEOICPA) in order to deal with some 165,000 claims for the pressure for justice. Ben Ortiz, one of the frrst workers to 
compensation for illnesses caused by exposure to apply for compensation seven years ago has yet to receive 
radioactive materials. Only 43,000 of those claims have been anything to help alleviate mounting medical bills. Every time 
paid, and then only after a three year waiting period. a senator or congressperson inquired into Ortiz's pending 
Countless workers have died waiting for assistance due to case, it only delayed the process further with the Department 
the red tape and bureaucracy of the compensation program. ofLabor. 

This summer saw a series of rallies for worker's rights Janine Anderson, a former worker at the Oak Ridge 
and better settlements from the Oak Ridge National nuclear weapons complex and eo-founder ofthe Alliance of 
Laboratory in Tennessee to the Rocky Flats uranium mines Nuclear Workers Advocacy Group, has helped fellow workers 
in Colorado. The secretive nature of nuclear work and the receive $2.5 million in compensation, yet the government 
tenuous nature of illness etiology have confounded both had refused her claim citing her advocacy as evidence that 
sides of the issue. The government's reluctance to award she must not be too sick. The Department ofLabor has since 
claims would admit the dangerous nature of nuclear work, reversed its stance toward Anderson, although it may be 
as well as reveal previously kept secret documents about too late as she has been told that her liver cancer is 
the exact nature and extent of the work. Workers seeking 
compensation are often stonewalled in their search to gather inoperable. 
information documenting the nature of their illnesses. While the government sees the nuclear workers as "Cold 

In 2004, Congress sought to streamline and retool the War Patriots" who helped safeguard our nation, they are 
compensation process by taking it out of the hands of the slow to take i:~sponsibility fo~ th~ir failing. health. ~o it blocks, 
Department of Energy and handing it over to the Department rer~ut~s an~ t~ores the maJ?nty .of clatm~ hopt~g that ~e 
ofLabor. In the first four years of the EEOICPA the DOE · plamttffs wtlljust go away, t.e. dte, but wtth an mcreasmg 
spent over $90 million and awarded compensation for just number of illnesses being linked to radiation exposure, and 
32 cases. Despite a mandate from Congress to make the suspect safety guidelines ofte~ overlooked at nuclear 
compensations "timely, uniform and adequate," only one- facilities, it looks like the federal government will have to 
in-four workers have been properly awarded damages. A come up with new methods to deny claims or take 
2006 congressional hearing even uncovered White House responsibility for its negligence and fully compensate its 
attempts to cut costs by denying compensation. The legion of injured and ill nuclear workers. 

DOONESBURY BY GARRY TRUDEAU 

6- Nukewatch Quarterly 

FDA 
Approves 
Irradiation 
of Greens, 
Promises 

Safety 
Add spinach and iceberg lettuce to your list of irradiated 
foods to avoid. The Food and Drug Administration added 
those items to the growing list of groceries allowed to be run 
through high doses of radiation or electrons. As with meat, 
the FDA claims that the process is safe and will add shelflife 
and increase the safety of the greens. Spices, poultry and 
shellfish such as oysters, clams, mussels and scallops have 
long been approved for irradiation. To date, any irradiated 
food must carry the "radura" symbol (above) or be labeled 
"treated by irradiation"- although the FDA is working on 
rescinding labeling requirements. 

Using gamma rays, X-rays or-electron beams does not 
kill all bacteria and does not destroy viruses, the most 
common cause of lettuce-borne illness. Misrepresentation 
and misinformation has been the mainstay of food irradiation 
advocates, including the grocery chain Wegmans which 
claims that consumers may safely eat undercooked meat if it 
has been irradiated. Dole Corp. is considering irradiating its 
produce. The current FDA decision on lettuce and spinach 
comes in part from pressure by the National Food Processors 
Association on behalf of the Food Irradiation Coalition
the same people responsible for dirty processing facilities 
and exposure of food to contaminated environments. 

Irradiating food creates "radio lytic" products in the food 
which in some cases are chemicals never before seen. The 
FDA assures the public that if tumor-causing "furan" is 
produced in irradiated lettuce or spinach, it won't be more 
than what we are exposed to already. The FDA also justifies 
irradiation-caused vitamin loss, since only a small part of 
average vitamin consumption comes from spinach and 
lettuce. No mention is made in the FDA report of the nuclear 
industry's increasing radiological contamination of the 
environment, including by food irradiators. Studies have 
shown that irradiating food may promote cancer, cause 
genetic damage, destroy vitamins and change the smell, taste 
and texture of food. 

Irradiation does not address food safety problems at 
the source, nor does it ensure safe produce. It will - if 
consumers buy it- increase the length oftime food stays 
on store shelves and boost the profits of the nuclear 
industrialists who are its biggest promoters. 

-New York 1imes & Huffington Post, Aug. 21; FDA Consumer 
Health Information at <www.fda.gov/consumer>, Aug. 22, 2008 

North Korean Impasse 
By Paul V os Benkowski 

Throughout the summer, North Korea and the U.S. have 
been on congenial terms, albeit tenuous, as they worked 
toward a nuclear-free Korean peninsula, but the latest 
chapter in this ongoing struggle has sputtered to a halt. In 
June, North Korea issued a 60-page document revealing its 
capabilities in nuclear power and nuclear weapons. It also 
began disabling its nuclear complex at Yongbyon, north of 
Pyongyang,.the country's only source of plutonium, with a 
dramatic televised explosion of one of its cooling towers. In 
an "action for action" agreement between the two countries, 
the U.S. was to take North Korea· off of its list of states that 
sponsor terrorism,.but because North Korea refused to allow 
access to U.S. experts they remain on the list. This couples 
North Korea with Cuba as the only other country in the 
world on the do-not-trade list, keeping North Korea isolated, 
impoverished and defensive. 

Now the government in Pyongyang is digging in its 
heels and threatening to restart the nuclear program, much 
to the chagrin of the Bush administration which hoped to 
see the denuclearization of North Korea as the lone high 

point of its embattled tenure. Unfettered access to all of 
its nuclear secrets is not something North Korea is willing 
to give the U.S. "The U.S. is gravely mistaken if it thinks 
it can make a house search in our country as it pleases, 
just as it did in Iraq," said a North Korean spokesman. 
The state department claimed the dismantling was a great 
step forward, but now says that only complete razing will 
lead to a lifting of sanctions and to further negotiations 
between the two countries. 

There is no shortage of contempt between the two 
states. The same North Korean spokesman said that the 
U.S. and North Kotea are still "at war," because the 1953 
cease-fire agreement was not an armistice. President Bush 
has made no secret ofhis disdain for President Kim Jong 
Il calling him a "pygmy" and stating that he "loathed" 
the North Korean leader. North Korea seems willing to 
continue its threat of restarting its program while it waits 
for regime change here in the U.S. and the start of 
negotiations with a new administration. Hopefully cooler 
heads will prevail and a peaceful solution can be worked 
out so that a 50-year era of mistrust, misunderstanding 
and misguided policy can be put to rest. 
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ATK's War Profi-
teering Targeted 

On the same day that munitions giant AJliant Tech 
(ATK) of Anoka, M inn., received a U.S. Air Force contract 
W9rth $750 million, peace activists blockaded the driveway 
of their Anoka facility. Eight people participated in the ''no 
business as usual" action. The group used PVC pipes with 
their arms linked inside to create the barrier and called 
themselves the Project to Stop the War Industry. Once the 
group refused a police order to disperse, the Anoka County 
fire department arrived with an electric saw to unlock the 
four women and four men. 

On May 30, as representatives of l 00 countries met in 
Dublin, Ireland with the goal of a global ban on Cluster 
munitions, members of AlliantACTION prepared a 60th 
birthday surprise for ATK's chief exec. Dan Murphy. They 
decorated the profiteer's lawn with cardboard figures, each 
missing a limb, symbolizing the end result of ATK!s work. 

Continued from back cover (page 8) 

Lake Superior Walk & Rally 
Sharla Gardner, and State Rep. Frank Boyle (D) of Superior. 
Dave Conley of the Lake Superior Greens volunteered as 
MC, and music was performed by singer/songwriters Rachel 
Kilgour ofDuluth and David Rovics. 

In March 2008, the Minnesota Department of Health 
(MOH) issued a "Health Consultation" regarding the barrels 
which downplayed the threat posed to drinking water by 
the wastes, but indirectly suggested that more investigation 
is warranted. 

In response, Glenn Maxham of the Save Lake Superior 
Association. Nukewatch 's John LaForge, and Warner Wuta 
of Duluth's American Indian Commission lambasted the 
report in separate Duluth News Tribune commentaries. 
Maxbam wrote in part that the MOH "attempts but fails to 
assure us that we need not worry about the unknown 
contents in the 415 tons" of waste. The consultation 
amounts, Maxham said, to "a frank admission that state and 
federal agencies have not ruled out the potential risk to those 
who drink Duluth's water." 

The Nukewatch-organized event was additionally 
sponsored by the CoaHtion for a Nuclear-Free Great Lakes, 
Earth Protector, Don't Waste Michigan, Grannies for Peace, 
Great Lakes United, Great Northern Solar, Lake Superior 
Greens, Loaves & Fishes Catholic Worker, The Northern 
Futures Foundation, North American Water Office, Northland 
Anti-war Coalition, The North/and Reader, Seeds of Peace 
and Veterans for Peace Chapter 80. 

Carbon-Free and Nuclear-Free: 
A Roadmap for U.S. Energy Policy 

A New Book By Arjun Makhijani 
In a wortd confront-
ing global climate 

CARBON-FREE 
and 

chaos, political tur
moil among oil ex
porting nations, 
nuclear weapons 
proliferation, NUCLEAR-FREE 
nuclear reactor 
leaks, accidents 
and waste disposal 
issues, the U.S. 
must assume a 
leadership role in 
moving to a zero
C02-emlssions en
ergy economy. At 
the same time we 

A Roadrnap for 
U.S Energy Policy 

Arjun Mak~jan i 

need to take the lead in reducing the woFtd's 
reliance on nuclear power. The good news is it 
can be done. This breakthrough joint study by 
the Institute fof Energy and Environmental Re
search and the Nuclear Policy Research Insti
tute shows how our energy needs can be met 
by alternative sources without nukes. Wind, 
solar, hydrogen, biomass, mlcroalgae, geother
mal and wave power are all part of the solu
tion. Must reading for everyone concerned with 
energy politics and the planers future, Carbon
Free & Nuclear Free is already making head
lines. 
-Available from Nukewatch: sliding scale $16 to $20.-
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Peace activists sang a 
birthday dirge and a round 
of"Gonna Lay Down Our 
Cluster Bombs." A land
mine ban, the Ottawa 
Treaty, has been in effect 
for 10 years. Thirty-seven 
states, including the 
People's Republic of China, 
India, Russia and the 
United States, have 
refused to become a party 
to the Convention. 

Five AlliantACTION 
members - with their 
corporate shareholder 
tickets in hand - arrived 
at ATK's August 5 
shareholders meeting in 
Eden Prairie, set to collect 
names of other share
holders and inform them of 
the company's murderous 

{Upper L.) Vigilers meet 
weekly atAlliantTech calling 
for an end to weapons produc
doo. (Upper R.) A "Stop the 
War Industry" blockade of 
Alllaot in Aooka, Mina. 
(Lower) Cardboard figures 
with missing limbs symboliz
Ing the human toll of 
laodmioes awaits CEO Dao 
Murphy OD his birthday. 

work. All five were denied entrance to the meeting and were 
subsequently arrested for refusing to leave company 
property. All were charged with trespass and have an Oct. 1 
arraignment. 

During the Republican National Convention in St. Paul, 
the weekly vigil at ATK drew its largest crowd ever. The 
usual group of 35 was joined by a whopping 126 police 
officers, setting a vigil record. Tom Bottolene of 
AlliantACTION said police were on barricades aroundATK. 
in the trees, on a nearby hill, and jammed four to each vehicle, 
in a fleet of vans that surrounded the compound. 

The amused vigilers cancelled a planned die-in and 
instead walked down the road to hold their peace signs while 
the police maintained their pointles~ly reinforced barrier at 
the arms manufacturer's fortress-like headquarters. 

"Budget cut.r--l in good cop and bad cop." 

Commander of U .S. Aircraft 
Carrier Axed After Fire 

TOKYO, Japan-A fire on board the U.S. aircraft carrier 
George Washington, with its two nuclear propulsion reactors 
inside, blazed for 12 hours, caused at least $70 million in 
damages and led to the ouster of the commanding officer 
Captain David Dykhof. The inferno injured 38 sailors one of 
whom sustained first- and second-degree bums. The 
conflagration was started by sailors smoking too close to 
improperly stored flammable liquids. 

The giant carrier is due to be stationed in Yokosuka, in 
east-central Japan, and the May 2008 accident, as well as 
the George Washington :S nuclear power systems, have led 
thousands of Japanese to protest at two large 
demonstrations in recent weeks. The Japanese object to the 
risk of future nuclear-related accidents and to the open 
violation of a U .S./Japanese agreement not to place nuclear 
warships in Japanese waters. Tokyo has agreed to accept 
the carrier despite the objections. Japanese public opinion 
toward the U.S. has also been damaged by a series of rape 
convictions against some of the 40,000 U.S. servicemen 
deployed. 

The George Washington was commissioned in 1992, is 
1,092 feet long and has a flight deck covering 4.5 acres. It 
carries about 7 5 warplanes and a crew of 6,250, requiring the 
food service to produce 18,000 meals a day. In late September 
it will replace the diesel-powered USS Kitty Hawk, which is 
being retired. - Agence France Presse, & Reuters, July 31, 2008 

Critics Slam Nuclear 
Waste Dump Proposed 
for Lake Huron Shore 

Excerpted from a sign-on letter by Gordon Et/wards and 
Michael Keegan llllailllble at http://piJtsburgh.indymt!dia. 
org/new~008/0612958~php 

Canada proposes to build a deep underground dump (DUD) 
for radioactive wastes near the shore of Lake Huron making 
the Great Lakes vulnerable to contamination. Waste from 
twenty Canadian reactors would be dumped at the site. 
Already there are 500 outdoor containers for the "interim 
storage" of waste reactor fuel less than a mile from Lake 
Huron, and Canada intends to build 2,000 more. 

Leakage of radioactivity from the dump could directly 
affect tens of millions of residents in Michigan, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania and New York, contaminating the drinking 
water in Port Huron, Samia, Detroit, Windsor, Toledo, 
Cleveland, Erie, Buffalo, Toronto and countless other 
communities downstream. 

DUD is not just a Canadian issue btit an international 
one. In 1986, Canada protested when the U.S. proposed a 
high-level radioactive waste dump in Vermont because it 
was too close to the Canadian border; that proposed dump 
was cancelled. Now it is time for U.S. residents to speak out. 
The Canadian DUD proposal sets a dangerous precedent 
for the establishment of perpetually hazardous facilities on 
the Great Lakes and impacts people on both sides of the 
border. 

The successful emplacement of the DUD for so-called 
" low" and " intermediate" level radioactive wastes from 
across Ontario- and potentially from the rest of Canada 
- will create a threat to the Great Lakes watershed for 
generations to come. It will also increase the likelihood of 
the Bruce site becoming a permanent disposal site for 
high-level radioactive wastes (i.e. used reactor fuel), which 
would increase the risks by many orders of magnitude. 

The Government of Canada intends to place the review 
panel for DUD under the control of the Canadian Nuclear 
Safety Commission (CNSC) which is the regulatory authority 
for licensing nuclear facilities in Canada. 

Six months ago, the President of the CNSC was tired by 
the Canadian federal government for being too strict in ber 
enforcement of reactor safety regulations. The new CNSC 
President has clear instructions to fast-track all nuclear 
regulatory approval processes. No environmental 
assessment panel will be credible if it is dominated by this 
highly politicized regulatory agency. 

Despite the conflict of interest, the CNSC stands ready 
to chair the environmental assessment panel and to fill two 
of its three positions. 

Radioactive waste is already leaking into Lake Ontario 
from a dump site at Port Granby east of Toronto. Uranium, 
arsenic, radium and cadmium have been detected in pools of 
water near the dump. 

In Canada, just as in the U .S., the nuclear industry storms 
ahead wreaking havoc on the environment while safe and 
sustainable methods of producing electricity get swept away 
in the wave. 

- Dr. Gordon Edwartls founded·the Canadian Coalition 
for Nuclear Responsibility in Montreal and Michael Keegan is 
the clulir of the Coalition for a Nuclear Free GrellJ Lakes. 
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Lake Superior Advocates Walk & Rally for Clean-up 
of Army Wastes Dumped Near Duluth 

About 50 people joined the July 20 Walk for the Lake, demanding 
a thorough investigation into possible leaking of contaminants 
from 1,457 drums of military waste dumped into Lake Superior 
by the Army Corps of Engineers. 

By John LaFot·ge 
DULUTH, M inn. - A second annual "Walk for the Lake" July 20, 
drew 50 activists to the shore of Lake Superior. The 5-mile hike, 
which ended with a rally in a city park, helped draw attention to 
the I ,457 (or more) barrels of hazardous waste that was secretly 
dumped by the Army Corps of Engineers into the lake- some near 
the DuJuth drinking water intake- in the late '50s and early ' 60s. 

Researchers suspect that beyond the 15 toxic and heavy metal 
contaminants that have been found in some recovered barrels, 
radioactive waste including depleted uranium from weapons 
development, make up some of the barrels' contents. 

The walk took place on Lake Superi0r Day which is celebrated 
in the U.S. and Canada as a means of raising awareness of pollution 
and diversion problems threatening the world's largest body of 
fresh water. 

The walk was also a celebration of the success of the Red 
Cliff Band of Lake Superior Chippewa, whose reservation is on 
the south shore in Northern Wisconsin. The band was recently 
awarded its third large grant ($603,000) to expand its independent 
investigation of the status of the aging barrels. 

Army Corps of Engineer barges were used at night to dump 
the drums of so-called "classified waste" into the lake at depths 
ranging from I 00 to 350 feet. One of the dump sites is reported to 
be between one and 1.5 miles from DuJuth 's drinking water intake. 

The Fond Du Lac Drum Group perfonned traditional drum 
songs for the rally in Lief Erik:son Park. 

Speakers at the event included Rick Defoe of the Duluth 
American Indian Commission, Jean Buffalo of the Natural 
Resource Damage Assessm~nt Cgmrnitt.ee..aud fur;.w.e r Tr jha} 
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