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Lake Superior Barrel 
Dump Scandal
Murky As Ever 

By John LaForge 

A good deal has been written about the 1,448-plus barrels of 
toxic and probably radioactive chemicals that were dumped 
into Lake Superior by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 

You can get a very good, 100-page·compilation of news 
accounts and official reports at the UPS Store on Arrowhead 
Road in DuJuth for less than the cost of dinner out. It's a 
good read if your stomach can handle governmental graft, 
military contractor fraud, nighttime mobster-like "cement shoe 
treatment" of industrial trash and blunt bureaucratic dismissals 
of cautionary alarms. 

The pub lic might want to know why no agency, 
corporation or individual has been held accountable for the 
illegal dumping, why the full extent of the dumping has never 
been acknowledged, why the contents of the barrels has never 
been fu lly made known, and why "the mystery of radioactive 
waste is sti ll out there," as Ron Swenson: of the Minnesota 
Pollution Control Agency's (MPCA's) barrels investigation 
and oversight unit, once said. 

The wastes came from the Twin Cities Army Ammunition 
Plant (TCAAP), Minnesota's largest Superfund site, which 
at the time was run by Honeywell. 

For six years, between 1957 and 1962, barrels containing 
benzene, PCBs, lead, cadmium, barium, hexavalent chromium 
(exactly 1,285 pounds according to Army Corps documents: 
See the film "Erin Brockovicb" for its effects on human 
beings), and, most likely, radioactive materials were rolled 
off barges into tl1e lake at 16 or more places along the N01th 
Shore. One of the seven acknowledged dump sites is within 
a mile ofDuluth 's drinking water intake. Three of the dumps 
- including the water-intake site and another said by the 
federal Environmental Protection Agency to be 75 square 
mi les in size - are federally designated Superfund sites. 

In February, state Rep. Mike Jaros of Duluth wrote to 
the congressional delegations of Minnesota and Wisconsin 
urging that sediment testing be conducted prior to any removal 

of the' agi:ng bar
rels. In March,.'the 
Save Lake Super
ior Assoc iation 
reso lved unani
mously to urge that 
all the barrels be 
removed and safe- t 

ly shipped to a 
hazardous waste 
containment site. 

This would be 
a prudent thing to 
do - unless the 
barrels are weak
ened, broken open 
or leaking. After exhuming a mere nine barrels in 1990, the 
agencies responsible for protecting the environment dismissed 
the threat posed by the chemicals. "We don't believe there's 
any short-term threat to human health," said Ron Swenson 
of the MPCA. This "think about it later" approach. raises 
more questions than it answers. As Swenson admitted in 
1991, "What this means in the long term for pub)jc health, for 
the Lake's ecosystem ... we still haven' t determined." 

Th is April , Carl Herbrandson of the Minnesota 
Department of Health reported to Duluth researcher Dan 
Conley t\lat the DOH had "decided. to write a health 
consultation about what we know related to the barrels in 
Lake Superior and any potential health concerns." How DOH 
intends to do this without hard data is an open question. 

This report is not due until September, but the Army 
already reached its own conclusions. In 1990, Army Corps 
spokesman Ken Gardner told the Duluth News Tribune, 
" I'm sure if you got a few feet away from the barrels you 
wouldn't find any traces of any of the chemicals ... there is 
no public health threat." The Corps might sound "sure," but 
it appears to have lied about the barrels more than once. It 
first said there was nothing dangerous in them. It even 
produced several affidavits from former workers who swore 
they put "metal shavings" into the banels. 

The Corps told the MPCA in 1976 that there were only 
seven dump sites. However,~~ ~- ' · . 
unit told the St. Paul Pion1 r Press in ~992 that a forme 1 e ~~..u. ~'' , ~ . 
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Japanese Shocked, Reactors Rocked, by 
Major Earthquake in July 

By John La Forge 

A major earthquake hit Japan July 16 offshore ofHonshu, the 
country's largest island, started a fire at the world's biggest 
commercial reactor complex and battered its seven waste fuel 
cooling pools so badly that they all flooded and one leaked 
contaminated water to the Sea of Japan. 

The quake smashed open at least 40 barrels of radioactive 
waste, wrecked a 300-ton ceiling crane and caused radioactive 
cobalt, iodine and chromium to be spewed into the atmosphere. 
Most of these consequences were kept secret or went 
undetected for days. 

The U.S. Geological Survey said the quake registered 6.8 
on the Richter scale, 2.5 times more powerful than the reactors 
were built to withstand. 

The Kashiwazaki-Kariwa complex, 150 miles northwest of 
Tokyo (the world's largest in terms of capacity), is run by the 
Tokyo Electric Power Company (Tepco). Four of the station's 
seven reactors (units 2, 3, 4 & 7) were operating when the 
quake struck and they luckily shut down - even as smoke 
billowed from an electrical transformer at Unit 3. lt evidently 
caught fire when the quake caused a major electrical short. 
Unit 2 was being restarted at the time of the quake, and Units 
1, 5 and 6 bad been shut down earlier for inspections. 

The quake killed at least 11 people and injured over 1,000, 
including nine on-site Tepco workers who were hit by falling 
cabinets and broken glass. The Boston Globe reported Aug. 
I 0 that several Tepco workers were splashed with radioactive 
water while cleaning, and the Citizens Nuclear Information 
Center (CNIC) in Tokyo reported that the water in the cooling 

pools of all 7 units overflowed. It was some of Unit 6's cooling 
water that spilled into the sea. 

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission's (NRC) first 
reaction to the potential disaster was to trivialize the damage. 
Eliot Brenner of the N RC in Washington concluded the same 
day that the fire and radioactive spill "posed minor problems 
and did not amount to a significant atomic incident." This 
snap judgment-a well-rehearsed lullaby performed at the 
onset of every radiation accident - proved wrong, as new 
information is still coming in six weeks later. 

The company eventually released a list of 64 known 
malfunctions, mistakes and breakages, including the fact that 
the heavy steel work platforms suspended above the cooling 
ponds in Units 4 and 7 fell onto the submerged fuel 
assemblies. The CNIC noted that release to the environment 
of cobalt-60 and iodine-13 I automatically raises suspicions 
of damaged fuel assemblies. 

Later the company acknowledged that some 2,000 tons 
of sea water flooded Unit I 's reactor building through a huge 
broken electrical cable conduit; that 400 barrels of radioactive 
waste were knocked over by the quake (Tepco had earlier 
said 100) and that at least 40 of them were smashed open. 

Tepco revealed further that a 300-ton crane attached to 
the ceiling of the building that houses the Unit 6 reactor was 
broken. Although it weighs more than 12 million pounds, 
Tepco claimed -the crane was not in danger of falling. The 
newspaper Yomiuri Shim bun reported that of I 3 known 
radiation leak sources, at least five ventilation ducts (that 
extract air from the reactor buildings and send it to the main 

Earthquake fissures were visible in front of Japan's giant 
Kashiwazaki-Kariwa reactor complex July 16. 
exhaust pipe) were dislodged by the quakes. If the ducts 
broke open before the reactors shut down, radioactive gases 
would have escaped into the atmosphere. 

News of radiation venting staggered local tourism. Visitors, 
leery ofTepco assurances, deserted the beaches and cancelled 
48,000 hotel reservations in the five days after the quake. 

Professor Katsuhiko Ishibashi, an earthquake expert at 
Kobe University, has complained that new reactor 
construction guidelines - approved last September by a 
panel to which he was appointed-are vague, full ofloopholes 
and grant too much discretion to reactor owners and 
operators. Ishibashi resigned in protest over the lack of 
discussion within the committee. 

Japan sits atop four tectonic plates and is one of the 
world's most earthquake-prone areas. 

Continued on back page 

Earthquakes and Fault Lines Warn: ''No Nukes!'' 
By Harvey Wasserman 

The massive earthquakes that shook Japan this July 16 nearly 
killed millions in a nuclear apocalypse. 

They also produced one of the most terrifying sentences 
ever buried in a newspaper. As reported deep in the New York 
Times, the Tokyo Electric Company (Tepco) has admitted that 
"the force of the shaking caused by the earthquake had 
exceeded the design limits of the reactors, suggesting that the 
plant's builders had underestimated the strength of possible 
earthquakes in the region." 

There are 55 reactors in Japan. Virtually all of them are on 
or near major earthquake faults. The Kashiwazaki station alone 
hosts seven reactors, four of which were forced into the 
dangerous SCRAM mode to narrowly avoid meltdowns. At 
least 50 separate serious problems have been so far identified, 
including fire and the spillage of barrels filled with radioactive 
wastes. 

There are four active reactors in California on or near 
major earthquake faults, as are the two at Indian Point 30 miles 
north of New York City. On January 31, 1986, an earthquake 
struck the Perry reactor east of Cleveland, knocking out roads 
and bridges, as well as pipes within the plant, which 
(thankfully) was not operating at the time. The governor of 
Ohio, then Richard Celeste, sued to keep Perry shut, but lost 
in federal court. 

Tile fault that shook up Perry is an off-shoot of the 
powerful New Madrid line that runs through the Mississippi 
River Valley, threatening numerous reactors. The Beyond 
Nuclear Project reports that in August 2004, a quake hit the 
Dresden reactor in illinois, resulting in a leak of radioactive 
tritium. Nevada's Yucca Mountain, slated as the nation's high
level radioactive waste dump, has a visible fault line running 
through it. 

More than 400 atomic reactors are on-line worldwide. How 
many are vulnerable to seismic shocks we can only shudder 
to guess. But one-eighth of them sit in one of the world's 
richest, most technologically advanced, most densely 
populated industrial nations - Japan - which has now 

admitted its reactor designs cannot withstand the power of 
an earthquake that has just happened. 

In whatever language it 's said, that translates into the 
unmistakable warning that the world's nuclear reactors 
constitute a multiple, ticking seismic time bomb. Talk of 
building more can only be classified as suicidal 
irresponsibility. 

Tepco's behavior since the quake defines the industry's 
credibility. For three consecutive days the utility was forced 
to issue public apologies for erroneous statements about 
the severity of the damage done to the reactors, the size and 
lethality of radioactive spills into the air and water, the on
going danger to the public - and much more. 

Once again, the only thing reactor owners can be trusted 
to do is to lie. 

Prior to the March 28, 1979 disaster at Three Mile Island 
(TMI), the industry for years assured the public that the 
kind of accident that did happen was "impossible." 

Then TMI's operator repeatedly assured the public there 
bad been no melt-down of fuel and no danger of further 
catastrophe. Nine years later a robotic camera showed that 
nearly all the fuel had melted, and that avoiding a full-blown 
catastrophe was little short of a miracle. 

The industry continues to say no one was killed at TMI. 
But it does not know how much radiation was released, where 
it went or whom it may have harmed. Since 1979 its allies in 
the courts have denied 2,400 central Pennsylvania families 
the right to test their belief that they and their loved ones 
have been killed and maimed en masse. 

Prior to the Apri126, 1986, explosion, Soviet Life Magazine 
ran a major feature extolling the "accident-proof design" of 
Chemobyl Unit Four. 

Then the former Soviet Union ofMikhail Gorbachev kept 
secret the gargantuan radiation releases that have killed 
thousands and yielded a plague of cancers, leukemia, birth 
defects throughout the region and among the 800,000 drafted 
"jumpers" who were forced to run through the plant to clean 
it up. 

Since the terror attacks of September 11, 2001, the nuclear 
industry has claimed its reactors can withstand the effects 
of a jet crash and are immune to sabotage. The claims are as 
patently absurd and reliable as the lies about TMI and 
Chemobyl. 

So, too, the endless, dogged assurances from Japan that 
no earthquake could do to Kashiwazaki what has just 
happened. 

Yet today and for years to come, expensive ads will flood 
the airwaves, full of nonsense about the "need" for new nukes. 

There is one thing we know for certain about this 
advertising: it is a lie. 

Nuclear reactors contribute to global warming rather than 
abating it In construction, in the mining, milling and enriching 
of reactor fuel, in on-going "normal" releases of heat and 
radioactivity, in reactor dismantling and decommissioning, 
in managing radioactive wastes, in future terror attacks, in 
proliferation of nuclear weapons, atomic energy is an 
unmitigated eco-disaster. 

To this list we must now add additional tangible evidence 
that reactors allegedly built to withstand "worst case" 
earthquakes in fact cannot. And when they go down, the 
investment is ·lost and power shortages arise (as is now 
happening in Japan) - shortages that are filled by the 
burning of fossil fuels. 

It costs up to 10 times as much to produce energy from 
a reactor as to save it with efficiency. Advances in wind, 
solar and other green "Solartopian" technologies mean 
atomic energy simply cannot compete without massive 
subsidies, loan guarantees and government insurance to 
protect it from catastrophes to come. 

This latest "impossible" earthquake has not merely 
shattered the alleged safeguards of Japan's reactor fleet. It 
has blown apart - yet again - any possible argument for 
building more reactors anywhere on this beleaguered Earth. 

- Harvey Wasserman, author ofSo1artopia, is an advisor 
to Greenpeau USA and Nuclur Information & Resource Service, 
and senior editor offreepress.org where this article first appeared. 

Thirty-Five-Year-Old Cooling Tower Collapses 
BURLINGTON, Vermont - In the latest in a long list of rectangular-shaped banks of 11 cooling towers, each bank 50 
crumbling reactor mishaps, a portion of a cooling tower at the feet high. 40 feet wide and 300 feet long. 
Vermont Yankee 0/Y) reactor collapsed August 21 . The collapse The NRC granted Entergy permission to increase VY's 
follows a spring inspection that claimed the system was in output by 20 percent just 18 months ago. This may have led 
good condition. Entergy Nuclear, the operator, cut power by to the breakdown of the pipe and wooden cooling structure. 
50 percent while repairs got started. The Nuclear Regulatory Amie Gundersen of Burlington, a former nuclear industry 
Commission claimed the incident posed no safety threat even engineer and now an industry critic, said be was not surprised 
as it began its investigation. A 52-inch wide pipe broke when that VY was experiencing problems in the cooling towers. He 
the tower fell to pieces and for 90 minutes spilled secondary said the type of towers used at Vermont Yankee had been 
cooling water directly onto the ground. The water does not prone to collapse at other reactors and refineries where they 
nomally come into direct contact with radioactive equipment. are used. 

The Vermont Pubic Interest Research Group and the Company officials are said to be looking for the person 
New England Coalition, a Brattleboro nuclear watchdog who took photos of the collapsed tower and burst pipe (right). 
group, demanded that the reactor be shut down. Workers The images quickly began circulating on the intemet. The 
had been examining the 35-year-old cooling system for a company's worries about an embarrassing photographic 
week prior to the .breakdown, due to a noise coming from security breach seem to outweigh its concerns about aged and 
the bank of towers. unstable reactor operations. 

The reactor's cooling towers serve two purposes: during Vermonters can expect an increase in their electric bills 
hot weather the cooling towers are used to lower temperatures since a "ratepayer-protection agreemenf' covering the cost of 
in the reactor but Entergy claims the reactor can operate without mishaps attributable to the power upgrade expired in early 
the system and, Entergy is State-mandated to cool its water to August. 
90 degrees before it is dumped back into the Connecticut Vermont Yankee has requested a 20-year license 
River- which is too warm in the summer to provide adequate extension. Without the hotly contested extension, the reactor 
cooling of the reactor on its own. The VY site contains two must cease operations in 2012. 

The Vermont Yankee nuclear reactor was forced to reduce 
its power output by at least half on August 21 after a 52" pipe 
burst and a wooden cooling tower collapsed. Cooling water 
spewed for 90 minutes. Reactor operators first reported that 
tbey merely "detected problems" witb one of its two banks of 
cooling towers. An anonymous photographer snapped the 
photo, above, fordng the owner, Entergy Nuclear, to 
acknowledge the more seriousness incident. 



_Nuclear Mob Enjoys Cover-Ups, Lax Oversight 
By Bonme Urfer pump. The loss o~ cooling water required an immediate shut from causing a major 
With 438 aging reactors operating around the world, the down: but one-thtrd of the control rods failed to insert, and it radiation disaster. navis
number of dangerous breakdowns is increasing and so is the t~ok ~IX hours to shut down the reactor. Government regulators Besse was shutdown for 
secrecy surrounding nuclear mishaps, according to an ?~~- t ac~o~ledge the con~ol~rod problem for 13 days and two years while the vessel 
investigative report in the Wall Street Journal. A number of m1nally sa1d 1t had no safety s1gmficance. Without the required head was completely 
government and private agencies keep a record of reactor cold water or a reactor shut down, the fuel would overheat, replaced. FirstEnergy 
problems if they receive reports of them from operators or ~elt, burn t~ro_ugh the reactor containment and cause Nuclear Oper-ating Co., a 
owners. In the case of the UN International Atomic Energy disastrous r~d1ation releases. . unit of FirstEnergy Corp. 
Agency (IAEA), accident files are deleted from its web site OnApnl1 0, 2003, Hunganan workers at the Paks 2 reactor of Akron, later paid $28 
after six months so that a utility or operator shows a clean near Budapest evacuated the site after radiation levels went million in fines and 
record. Reactor operators routinely conceal safety problems. beyon? allowable limits. Work~rs had be~n "cleaning" mineral admitted to the Justice 
Christer Viktorsson, an official in the IAEA's department of depos1ts from 3~ fuel ~ods m a spec1~1ly designed tank. Department that its employees had lied to the NRC, saying 
nuclear installation safety, told the Journal, "We know about Because !he tank ~ cool.mg sys~em was madequate, the fuel the reactor was safe to operate. 
many more events that we think should be reported." rods contmued thetr cham react1on and subsequently released Japan delayed and underreported radiation releases at 

The Paris-based Nuclear Energy Agency, part of the ~adiatio~. Additional radiation contamination occurred during its earthquake-affected K.ashiwazaki-Kariwa reactor in July 
Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development, ms~ect10ns when employees removed the lid of the tank (see page one). Over 64 problems have been identified at the 
keeps reactor accident reports, as do the London-based World wh1ch then broke and stuck open. It took until January of this facility which was built on an earthquake fault line. Tokyo Electric 
Association of Nuclear Operators and the Institute of Y~~ to .remove the five tons of deadly fuel. The Hungarian Power Co., the operator, admitted that its leak of radioactive 
Radiological Protection and Nuclear Safety (IRPNS), a uttl~ty MVM Gr~up blamed contractor Ftamatome, which waterintotheSeaofJapanwas50percenthigherthanitinitially 
government-funded agency in France. Since 2003, French designed the equipment. reported. The company also revised its estimate of the number 
nuclear operator Electricite de France reported 700 significant Sweden's Fo~mark reactor experie~ced an off-site power of nuclear waste barrels tipped over by the quake -from I 00 to 
safety-related events to the IRPNS. However, the Institute outage and t~en d1scovered that half of tts emergency backup 400. The report says only 40 barrels broke open. 
passes on to the IAEA only about ten reports each year and gene~to~ ~1dn 't work. Employees scrambl~d to get g~erators Eighteen companies have told the NRC they intend build 
the French agency reports only those events deemed useful wor~ng m time to.prevent a meltdown. Off-s1te power IS needed a total of 30 new reactors in the coming years with the first to 
as learning tools for other operators. Although these reports to ~trcu!ate coohng water through the thermally (not just open around 2015. Thirty-one reactors are currently under 
are available to reactor owners worldwide, many continue to rad1oacnvel~) hot rea~tor c~. and waste fuel pools. . construction in foreign countries and China, India and Russia 
su.ffer recurring problems including corrosion and valve At Davis.-Besse ~~OhiO m 2002, sever~ corrosiOn of the have announced plans for dozens more. Egypt, Indonesia 
failures in reactor core cooling systems. reactor. contamment hd (vessel. head) was d1scovered almost and Vietnam are considering building their first commercial 
. . Regulatory records show that at least four serious by acc1dent. Only 3/16 of an mch of steel kept the reactor reactors. It's a dangerous time to live with nuclear secrecy. 

mc1dents have occurred at overseas reactors since 2001. R d w t s .· • T 
Sixteensi~ifica~tincidentshavebeennote.dwithinthepast a as e ecrecy ID .ennessee 
20 years, mcludmg reactor fuel degradation a hydrogen 8 · 
explosion and reactor blackouts. ' Y Bonme Urfer would be dangerous, according to Benton. A transport line at 

In 1999, a reactor in Japan ran out-of-control for 15 TheNuclearlnformationandResourceServiceinWashington thesiteleakedinJune. . 
minutes, but only recently was the near disaster reported. ?roke t~~ story last May: radioactive materials are ending up Rutherford County p~ov1ded $20,?00 for ~~her t.est~ng 

Near Kozloduy, Bulgaria, an event in 2006-rated a two m mun1c1pallandfills. (See Summer 2007 Quarterly, p.l) of ':"ells and. the Stones R1ver. Consohdated Utthty D1stnct, 
on the IAEA's one-to-ten severity scale (Chernobyl got a Without any public disclosure, the state of Tennessee whlc~ supphes W?ter to much of Rutherford County, is also 
seven) involved the malfunction of the main cooling water and the DOE's "Bulk Survey for Release Program" (BSFR) ~nnmg tests on 1ts w~ter ~upply to determine if there are 

Kn 
• ' • have allowed radioactive waste to be dumped into ordinary mcreased levels of radioactiVIty. oxville s Secret Spill state landfills for at least 20 years. One such dump is the StateSenator~imTracyisdevelopinglegislationforthe 

Middle Point Landfill in Rutherford County, owned by Allied Janua~ 2.008 sess1on th~t .would ban all radioactive waste 
Waste. The dump is next to the now-contaminated East Fork dumpmg m Tennessee. C1ttzens to End Nuclear Dumping is KNOXVILLE, Tennessee- Since August 2004, the NRC has 

designated most of its correspondence with Nuclear Fuel 
Services, Inc. (NFS), a producer of nuclear fuel for Navy 
submarines, as "Official Use Only." This prevents inspection 
reports and other materials from being made public. The 
clandestine policy kept secret a March 2006 uranium spill at 
NFS 's Erwin, Tennessee site for more than a year- until the 
incident was disclosed in a required annual report to 
Congress. The spill involved about 35 liters of a highly 
enriched uranium (HEU) solution that leaked onto the floor in 
a facility where HEU is "downblended" to allow enrichment 
for use in commercial reactors. According to the NRC, there 
were two chances for a criticality accident in which a nuclear 
chain reaction releases radiation. Luckily this did not happen 
and workers were reportedly unharmed by the spill. Still, the 
public was denied its right to know. The NRC has decided 
that informing the public about nuclear accidents would 
compromise U .S. security by "allowing terrorists to learn too 
much about bomb-grade materials." Air and water pollution, 
and the very real hazards of nuclear accidents have become 
less important to the NRC than the phantom threats of stolen 
secrets. 
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Stones River which supplies drinking water to 25,000 organ~zing op~o.siti?n to ~uclear imports: There are even 
Murfreesboro and Rutherford County citizens. Ten million rumbhngs ~f ctvtl d1~obe~1ence to stop Alhed Waste. 
pounds of radioactive waste was dumped into Middle Point . Poten~1ally rad10act1ve Tennessee landfills include: 
in 2005, and 166,000 pounds in 2004. The trenches are shielded Middle Pomt, North Shelby County, South Shelby County, 
by l/4-inch of plastic and 2 feet of clay_ now 20 years old. Chest~ ut Ridge in Anderson County and Carter Valley in 
I~ ~ 998 or .1999, a contracto~ drilled a hole through the plastic Hawkms Co~nty. . . 
hnmg and m to the clay at Mtddle Point for the collection and . Send wntten demands for clean up of radioactive waste 
extraction oflandfill gas. The breach was acknowledged by m ~ennessee to: Joyce ~unlap, TN Department of 
Allied in April2000 and patched- and the state claims there Environment and Conservation, 8th Floor, L&C Tower, 401 
was "no danger to the public." Church St., Nashville, TN 37243; Joyce.Dunlap@state.tn.us 

The dump area was first rezoned in 1987 by the two 
original landowners who then sold it, along with their state 
landfill permit, to BFI (now Allied Waste) for $10 million. Now 
Middle Point/ Allied takes in 17 percent of all the garbage 
buried in Tennessee - some 1.2 million tons a year. Trucks 
roll through Rutherford County from across the country with 
everything from Nashville's partially-treated sewage, to 
radioactive waste from California and other states. 

Two hundred people attended an August 2 meeting to 
get answers and end the secrecy around Middle Point and 
four other Tennessee dumps. Locals and the Murfreesboro 
Council demanded a moratorium that went into effect on June 
28, banning further radwaste deposits. Residents requested 
that the state end its program in the absence of clear, scientific 
evidence that the BSFR does not endanger public health. 
Now the State Municipal Solid Waste Advisory Committee 
has been tasked with reviewing BSFR and will present its 
conclusion September 3, the day the dumping moratorium 
ends. The Tennessee Department of Environment and 
Conservation will present its recommendations to the 
committee August 16. 

In the meantime the state and county have been taking a 
pro-nuke dog and pony show on the road with Geiger 
counters to prove that a radioactive environment is "natural." 
Concrete and granite are shown to make the counter click. 
This act obscures the fact that contaminated landfills poison 
groundwater and wells. If radiation exposure from concrete is 
like sitting by a warm fire, then drinking radiactive water is 
like popping a hot ember into your mouth. 

Tennessee developed the BSFR program in 1997 
specifically to accept radioactive garbage on a case-by-case 
basis. Public disclosure never occurred in spite of a public 
meeting in 2004 concerning a 70-acre expansion and 30-year 
permit for the dump. Residents believed they had only 
household waste as a neighbor. "This is a program that 
operates under very conservative controls. It is surveyed 
and resurveyed. Once the material gets 
to the landfill, it would be no more 
radioactive than any other construction 
debris," said Tennessee Department of 
Environment and Conservation spokes
woman Tisha Calabrese-Benton. Tests of 
Middle Point Landfills leachate- water 
collected from the landfill lining -
showed higher levels of some radioactive 
particles, including tritium, than the EPA 
allows in drinking water, but nothing that 

Australia Joins GNEP, 
Outback Eyes Dump 

By Bonnie Urfer 

The Ngapa clan at Muckaty Station, 300 miles south of 
Katherine, Australia, have nominated one square mile of their 
land to be used as a low- and intermediate-level nuclear waste 
dump site. Australia's Nuclear Science and Technology 
Organization needs a dump for its waste fuel and contaminated 
trash from its Lucas Heights reactor. In exchange for importing 
the waste and relinquishing control of the area for 200 years 
(the waste will remain deadly for 300,000 years), the Ngapa 
people and an additional clan would receive a one-time 
payment of $9.1 million. Peter Garrett, the Labor Party's 
environmental speaker, has said the local Aboriginal 
community was not been properly consulted and had been 
denied the right to appeal. The Northern Territory Government 
and two additional Muckaty Station clans oppose the waste 
plan. In spite of opposition, Australian Science Minister Julie 
Bishop claimed the country could have its first nuclear waste 
facility open within four or five years. 

In a separate nuclear deal, Australia and the U.S. have 
begun talks about high-level nuclear cooperation and 
Australia's inclusion in the Global Nuclear Energy Partnership. 
The GNEP club includes the U.S., Russia, Japan, China and 
France and is intended by the Bush administration to control the 
world's entire nuclear fuel cycle from processing to disposal. 

The U.S., with 104 operating nuclear reactors, is 
desperately seeking a dumping ground and Australian 
environmentalists fear becoming a global waste magnet. 
Senate Green leader Bob Brown promises stiff opposition in 
Parliament to any attempt to repeal Australia's prohibition 
against new reactors. The Labor party concurs. Brown says 
regional neighbors like Indonesia and Malaysia will be 
aggrieved by Australia's decision to join the GNEP. 

Prime Minister John Howard says he 
supports new reactor construction but rejects the 
idea of importing foreign radioactive waste. "In 
general terms, we are absolutely in favor of working 
with [the U.S.] on safeguards, on research and 
looking for safer and better ways of developing the 
peaceful nuclear industry. Why wouldn't we be?" 
he said. Australia's Liberal Party Federal Council 
unanimously called for any imported nuclear waste 
to be buried in the arid "outback." 



NUCLEAR SHORTS 
ChUdren and Young People Have Elevated 
Leukemia Rates Near Nuclear Facilities 

CHARLESTON, South Carolina-Leukemia rates in children 
and young people up to the age of25 are elevated near nuclear 
facilities according to research by the Medical University of 
South Carolina. The July issue of European Journal of Cancer 
Care reports that the researchers carried out a sophisticated 
analysis of 17 research papers covering 136 nuclear sites in 
Britain, Canada, France, the United States, Germany, Japan, 
and Spain. 

The team found that leukemia death rates for children up 
to the age of 9 were elevated by between 5 and 24 percent, 
depending on their proximity to nuclear facilities, and by 2 to 
18 percent in children and young people up to the age of25. 
They also found that leukemia incidence rates were increased 
among those living near nuclear facilities by 14 to 21 percent 
in children up to age 9, and by 7 to I 0 percent for those up to 
age 25. And the magazine noted that "Several hypotheses 
have been proposed to explain the excess of childhood 
leukemia in the vicinity of nuclear facilities, including 
environmental [radiation] exposure and parental exposure." 

"If the amount of exposure were too low to cause the 
excess risk, we would expect leukemia rates to remain 
consistent before and after the start-up of a nuclear facility," 
said the study's lead author Dr. Peter J. Baker. "However, our 
meta-analysis consistently showed elevated illness and death 
rates for children and young people living near nuclear 
facilities," he said.- Eureka Alert, July 18, 2007; European 
Journal of Cancer Care, July, 2007 

Military Radioactive Landfills: Don't Look, Don't Find 

SACRAMENTO, California- The closed-down McClellan 
Air Force Base is now one of the costliest Superfund sites in 
the U.S. Although the Pentagon had promised to remove 
radioactive waste buried on the base before handing it over 
to commercial interests, it has reneged and simply "capped" 
the waste sites. The military sees this as a money-saving 
measure costing $39 million over 30 years- instead of$500 
million to ship unearthed wastes and contaminated soil to 
speciallandfills. The Pentagon admitted that "exhuming the 
old dumps could bring more unwanted discoveries that would 
vastly increase restoration costs." State health officials say 
the plan is unacceptable and are calling for the U .S. Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission to intervene. The disputed waste 
dates back to the 1940s when McClellan Central Laboratory 
secretly analyzed air samples from the fallout of nuclear 
weapons tests in communist countries to ensure compliance 
with international treaties. Cleanup crews have unearthed 43 
drums from pits containing plutonium, americium-241, cesium-
137 and radium-266. Robin Cook, state health department 
advisor flatly admitted, "It appears that the burial of 
radioactive waste at McClellan occurred contrary to written 
Air Force policy and was not specifically authorized under 
Atomic Energy Commission licenses." 

- Sacramento Bee & Tri-City Herald, May 21, 2007 

Radioactive Water at Camp Lejeune 

CAMP LEJEUNE, North Carolina-For over 30 years, military 
personnel and their families stationed at Camp Lejeune, the 
primary Atlantic coast base of the Marine Corp, drank and 
bathed in water contaminated with as many as 40-times more 
toxins than permitted by safety standards. It was not until the 
mid-1980s that the contaminated wells were shut down. The 
EPA has begun investigating the base due to a recently 
recovered document revealing that 160 pounds of radioactive 
soil and two animal carcasses laced with strontium-90, an 
isotope that causes cancer and leukemia, were buried on the 
base. Camp officials claim that the radioactive waste was dug 
up, sealed and removed from the premises, though no official 
documentation backs this claim. At least 850 former residents 
of the base have filed claims against the military seeking nearly 
$4 billion for exposure to tainted drinking water. Documents 
that were recovered from the period refer to "radiation pools" 
on the base as well as water test results indicating radioactivity 
levels over twice that allowed by law. - AP. July 11, 2007 

Nuclear War-On Drugs 
LOS ALAMOS, New Mexico - The DOE has levied a $3 
million fine, the largest it has ever imposed, against operators 
of the Los Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), which 
developed the first atom bombs. 

More than 1,000 pages of the lab's secret documents 
and several computer storage devices were found during an 
Oct. 2006 drug raid in a trailer-park in town. The trailer was 
being rented by a cleaning woman previously employed at 
the H-bomb complex, although the drug raid was directed at 
another person living there. Earlier this July, another worker 
with high-level security clearances was arrested on cocaine 
charges. Most of the DOE fine was levied against the 
University of California which manages Los Alamos for the 
department. For decades, LANL designed nuclear weapons 
and blended plutonium (from Hanford and Savannah River) 
for H-bomb cores that were sent to Rocky Flats, Colorado for 
assembly. - AP, July 13, & The New York Times, July 20, 2007 

That Beach is ReaDy Hot 

OXNARD, California- Thanks to a former employee of the 
now-bankrupt Halaco recycling firm in Oxnard, California, the 
EPA has uncovered another "hot spot" caused by radioactive 
waste buried beneath a massive concrete pad near Ormand 
Beach. This is the second major "hot spot" found outside 
Halaco's massive waste site. The first was found in February 
and forced the closure of nearby wetlands. The most recent 
discovery is "hotter" than what they found earlier. Tests 
indicate that the toxins include thorium, arsenic, barium and 
beryllium at 10 to I 00 times of so-called "background" levels. 
While still considered low-level radiation, the inhalation of 
dust from the area could pose a public health hazard. EPA 
studies show that inhaling thorium dust can increase the risk 
of developing lung, pancreatic and bone cancer. 

- Ventura County Star, June 6, 2007 

Radioactive Water AccidentaUy Used to Douse Wildfire 

SEATTLE, Washington- First came a forest fire on the Spo
kane Indian Reservation near Long Lake, Washington. Then 
a fire-fighting helicopter pilot who couldn't see radiation warn
ing signs from the air. The helicopter scooped up 440 gallons 
of radioactive water, with which to douse the fire, from aura
nium tailings pond. Such was the chain of events on July 2, 
2007. The Dawn Mining Company closed its Midnite ura
nium mine in 1981, but tailings ponds and waste piles remain 
as a federal Superfund site undergoing a $152 million cleanup. 
The mine operated for 26 years leaving behind a string of 
open pits filled with "mildly radioactive heavy metals and 
water that can enter streams and hurt humans, animals and 
plants," according to the EPA. The agency sued both Dawn 
Mining and Newmont Mining to pay for the cleanup that was 
expected to take five to seven years. In 1992, the company's 
pits and ponds contained over 600 million gallons of con
taminated water. - AP, July 15; Spokesman-Review, July 13, 
2007; Seattle Post-Intelligencer, Oct. 4, 2005 

Submarines: Out With the Old, in With the New 

NORFOLK, Virginia-The USS Hyman Rickover is one of 18 
U.S. nuclear-powered submarines that the Navy wants to 
scrap over the next 10 years at an estimated cost of$30 million 
per submarine. The aircraft carrier Enterprise is scheduled to 
be decommissioned in 2012 for a cool billion. The Rickover 
cost $900 million to build 20 years ago, but in a move said to 
streamline the Navy, it will be shredded into millions of pounds 
of recyclable steel, lead, copper, aluminum, brass, bronze and 
zinc. Its radioactive reactor core will be shipped to the oft
troubled Hanford Reservation burial lot where it will be 
dumped in a trench next to 115 other propulsion reactors just 
seven miles from the Columbia River. Congress has allocated 
$15 billion for the submarine retirement program. 

On December 3, 2006, the Navy sailed the USS Hawaii, 
the first of 30 Virginia class nuclear-powered attack 
submarines at a cost of $2.15 billion each. The Virginia class 
is a new version of combat sub, that the Navy says is 
"designed for the post-Cold War environment." Electric Boat 
Corp. and Northrop Grumman Newport News, built the Hawaii 
and are contracted for 1 0 more subs. "This is a magnificent 
ship," gushed Adm. Kirk1and H. Donald~ "the ship the Navy 
needs." That is until it is no longer needed in 20 years when 
dismantling costs will be even higher. 

- New London Day, Hanford News, The Virginian-Pilot & 
U.S. General Accounting Office, July 6, 2007 

Radioactive Leak at Closed Colorado Uranium Mill 

CANON CITY, Colorado- State health officials claim they 
have detected a leak in the lined tailings pond at the Cotter 
Corporation uranium mill. Cotter officials deny the charge. 
The pond has been used by Cotter for its uranium wastes for 
27 years and has long been suspected as the cause of 
groundwater contamination in nearby Lincoln Park. The area 
has been the subject of a Superfund cleanup since 1984. The 
mill has been idle since March 2006 but managers are actively 
looking to get it up and running again now that international 
uranium markets are blossoming. Cotter officials claim the 
leak is only a small one and that the contamination is residual 
from an old tailings pond. Public Health and Environmental 
officials oversaw the drilling of eleven 70-foot wells adjacent 
to the "impoundment" and concluded from groundwater tests 
that there is a leak. Colorado Citizens Against Toxic Waste 
eo-chairwoman Sharyn Cunningbam criticized Cotter for 
minimizing the impact of the findings and pointed out that 
"leaks never get smaller."- The Pueblo Chieftain, July 9, 2007 

Lab Spewed 59 Times more Plutonium than First Admitted 

LOS ALAMOS, New Mexico - Recently discovered 
documents reveal that during the Cold War, Los Alamos 
National Laboratory (LANL) released 59 times as much 
plutonium to the air than it reported between 1948 and 1955. 
The higher figure means plutonium releases larger than those 
from the DOE's Hanford, Savannah River and Rocky Flats 
reactors combined. The discovery was made by the Los 
Alamos Document Retrieval and Assessment project, the $10 
million program that has involved the review of millions of 
documents since 1999, to identify and evaluate the lab's past 
releases of radioactive and toxic chemicals. While the new 

plutonium figures need confirmation, health science 
researcher Thomas Widner said of the estimate, "I'd be 
surprised if it was any lower than that." This is because the 
lab did not monitor plutonium releases in the early years and 
may not have used exhaust filters, Widner said. 

Meanwhile, the Government Accountability Project found 
that contaminated dust it collected in homes and offices near 
LANL showed elevated levels of radioactivity. Last November 
the group took 79 samples of dust, dirt, plants and ash from 
areas near the nuclear weapons lab. None of the sites were on 
lab property. - AP; the Las Cruces Sun-News, July 13; the 
Guardian, July l 0, 2007 

Uranium Mine Run-otTin South Dakota 

SIOUX FALLS -A sediment pit holding runoff from 
abandoned uranium mines in the northwest has long been 
suspected of spreading contamination to surrounding land 
and water. But it was not until the recent release of a U.S. 
Forest Service report that residents learned the extent of the 
damage. Originally, just the area near the uranium mines was 
known to have higher-than-normal levels of arsenic, uranium 
and other contaminants. Now those toxins have been shown 
to have spread to outlying private lands and water. The 
company responsible for the mines is Tronox, formerly Kerr
McGee Chemical of Silkwood fame. The Forest Service plans 
to conduct further studies of the area and to develop a clean
up plan that would involve either removing topsoil from or 
capping the contaminated areas. This is too little too late for 
Randy Feist who owns land near the mines and lost a kidney 
to cancer that he believes was caused by the runoff. 
Unfortunately Feist is not alone in suffering such health 
problems in the shadow of the mines. 

-Rapid City Journal, May 21 & 22, 2007 

Russia's Ticking Waste Bomb 

KOLA, Russia- For more than 10 years, Russia's nuclear 
submarine program has been plagued by disaster. Now it looks 
as if things could be even more dangerous. New research 
from Rosatom, Russia's top nuclear oversight authority, 
reveals that the enormous tanks holding discarded submarine 
reactor fuel in the Andreeva Bay could explode and 
contaminate large parts of northern Europe. (The same danger 
has been reported at waste sites in Hanford, Washington and 
Savannah River, South Carolina.) 

After 1982, radioactive contaminants from the 
submarine's used fuel rods began leaking from slipshod 
storage on the naval base at Andreeva Bay. Three large cement 
tanks were built near the sea, as a 4-to-5-year stop-gap 
container system until a more secure cask was developed. 
Twenty-five years later, nothing has been improved. Inside 
each cement tank are 21,000 waste fuel rods placed inside 
metal pipes which are corroding from exposure to seawater. 
Once the saltwater enters the pipes it breaks down the fuel 
rods, releasing uranium particles that accumulate on the 
bottom. Rosatom's researchers llave concluded that if the 
amount of particles on the bottom reaches 5 to I 0 percent in 
relation te the water, an ''uncontrolled chain reaction" or 
criticality could cause an explosion and wide dispersion of 
the higlily radioactive wastes. Writing for the news service 
Aftenposten, reporter Ole Mathismoen said, "no one knows 
how imminent the danger is- if it is a question of years -or 
hours." -Aftenposten Multimedia, June 1; CNN, July 27,2007 

RESOURCES 
*Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists (1 yr/$36), 6042 S. 
KimbarkAve., Chicago, IL60637; Phone: (773) 702-2555. 
*Campaign Against Depleted Uranium (CADU), Bridge 5 
Mill, 22A Beswock St., Ancoats, Manchester, M4 7HR, 
Britain; Phone: +44 (0)161 273 8293/8283; 
Email: info@cadu.org.uk; Web: cadu.org.uk 
*Citizens Nuclear Information Center, Tokyo, Japan, 
Web: cnic.jp/english; Email: cnic@nifty.com 
*Citizens to End Nuclear Dumping, P.O. Box 11333, 
Murfreesboro, TN 37'129; Email: info@citizenstoendit.org 
*Colorado Citizens Against Toxic Waste, P.O. Box 964 
Canon City, CO 81215 
*Government Accountability Project, 1612 K St. NW, 
#1100, Washington, DC 20006; Phone: (202)408-0034; 
Email: info@whistleblower.org; Web: whistleblower.org 
* Ground Zero Center for Nonviolent Action; 16159 Clear 
Creek Rd. NW, Poulsbo, WA 98370, Phone: (306) 479-6399, 
Web: gzcenter.org; Email: info@gzcenter.org 
*International Coalition to Ban Uranium Weapons, see 
Campaign Against Depleted Uranium, above. 
* Nebraskans for Peace, 941 "0" Street, Suite 1026, Lincoln, 
NE 68508; Web: nebraskansforpeace.org 
* Nuclear Information & Resource Service, 6930 Carroll 
Avenue, #340, Takoma Park, MD 20912; Phone: (301) 270-
64 77; Emair: nirsnet@nirs.org; Web: nirs.org 
*New Mexico Environmental Law Center, 1405 Luisa St.; 
Santa Fe, New Mexico, 87505; Phone: (505) 989-9022; Email: 
melc@nmelc.org 
* PeaceAetion Wisconsin, 1001 E. KeefeAve., Milwaukee, 
WI 53212;Phone: (4.14) 964-5158; 
Email: peace@peaceactionwi.org; Web: peaceactionwi.org 
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Submarine Accidents: Understated, Under-Reported, Undersea 
By John LaForge 

Ever wonder what the world's military submarines do on 
patrol? The only time we read about them is following a deadly 
accident. Are they worth the risk of keeping them at sea? 

The frequency of grim and dirty accidents - like mine 
disasters with men trapped underground - brings to mind a 
statement by a past director of the International Atomic 
Energy Agency, SigvardEklund. After the 1979 disaster at 
Three Mile Island, and its unmeasured releases of radiation 
(monitors went off-scale), Eklund said, "The problem of the 
nuclear-power industry is that we have too few accidents. 
It's expensive, but that's how you gain experience." 

Since the year 2000, there have been 16 serious accidents 
involving submarines: six with U.S. subs, three Russian 
incidents, the same British sub twice, and one each involving 
Chinese, Canadian and Australian subs. A thumbnail sketch: 

Candu Reactors Can't 
By Bonnie Urfer 

A new report from Greenpeace suggests that Canadians with 
children under four and pregnant women should avoid living 
within l 0 kilometers of a Canadian-style Candu reactor. People 
within 5 kilometers should not "consume food from their own 
gardens, bee hives and orchards, or wild foods, e.g., 
blackberries and mushrooms, growing very near the facilities," 
due to high levels of radioactive tritium. Candu reactors 
produce hundreds of times more tritium than other reactor 
designs, and the Great Lakes and near-reactor groundwater 
have become dumping grounds with two-thirds of the 
radioactivity in Lakes Huron and Ontario coming from Candu 
reactors. 

Greenpeace's 92-page Tritium Hazard Report: Pollution 
and Radiation Risk from Canadian Nuclear Facilities, by 
Dr. Ian Fairlie, a British radiation expert, says Canada's safe 
drinking water standard is lax. It allows contamination l 0 times 
more dangerous than U .S. limits and 100 times higher than 
those allowed in Europe. "Scientific concerns about tritium's 
hazards are inadequately recognized by Canada's nuclear 
regulators," the study contends. The Canadian Nuclear Safety 
Commission (CNSC) sees no threat from tritium, while the 
Toronto Board of Health considers drinking water standards 
out of date and urges that they be tightened. 

An Ontario government panel recommended in 1994 that 
the province set strict tritium limits in drinking water and then 
to tighten those limits further over a 5-year period. The 
recommendation was never adopted. It would likely have led 
to occasional shutdowns of drinking water treatment facilities 
after radioactive releases from reactors. (See the report at: 
www.greenpeace.org/raw/content/canada/en/documents
and-links/publications/tritium-hazard-report-pollu.pdf) 

* 
A radioactive hazard has developed at Port Hope in 

Ontario where Cameco Corporation has contaminated soil 
under its hexafluotide fabrication facility. The company is the 
world's largest producer of uranium hexafluoride (UF6, or 
"depleted" uranium), a part of reactor fuel production. The 
factory has been shut down pending investigation. 

* 
Ontario Power has been criticized for unsafe operations, 

withholding information and tardy repairs to a break in a 
radiation containment system at its Pickering B reactor's Unit 
5 on Lake Ontario, 19 miles from Toronto. A radiation leak 
from the break was confirmed by the CNSC and Ontario Power 
Generation. The leak was found in a huge concrete duct system 
that connects eight Pickering reactors to a 71-meter-tall 
vacuum building designed to retain and contain radiation 
releases during an accident. An anonymous "concerned 
employee" notified the Toronto Star of the radiation leak. 

* 
A report produced by nuclear weapons specialist John 

Clearwater for Canadian Defense Minister Gordon O'Connor 
divulges that 689 Canadians were exposed to radiation from 
U.S. and Canadian nuclear bomb tests, with another 191 
servicemen contaminated in the 1952 and 1958 "clean-up" 
operations after two reactor accidents in Chalk River, Ontario, 
1 00 miles east of Ottawa. The purpose of the report was to 
discover the extent of Canadian participation in bomb tests, 
details on radiation produced by the blasts, and the names of 
individual participants. No effort was made to contact the 
people who took part. In the 1952 accident, Chalk River crews 
worked in 1 0 minute shifts to limit their exposure and wore 
heavy underwear to protect their genitals from being splashed 
with radioactive water. The 1958 calamity involved a fuel 
rupture and fire that also required major clean up operations. 

BARREL DOCUMENTS ON THE WEB 
Nutlewatch has a new page on our website regarding 

Honeywelrs toxic and possiblyradioad:ivemilitarywastedumped 
into La~ Superior by the Corps of Engineers. The information 
can be accessed using a lin~ on our homepage, or at 
................ ,...,.lt/. The site is an excellent primer on 
the issue with an overview and dozem of documents and ar
ticles datihg bac~ to 1976. We are grateful to Nutlewatch In
tern Jennifer Hauf for her website worl:l and to researcher Creg 
Price of Duluth for compiling original news, reports and com
mentary on the scandal. A hard copyofCreg's 1oo-pagecom
pilation can be obtained for $17 plus postage from the UPS 
Store, Central Entrance, Duluth, MN 55811. 
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HMS Tireless: On May 12, 2000, this British fast-attack 
sub caused a loss-of-coolant accident in which an undisclosed 
amount of highly radioactive reactor coolant poured into the 
Mediterranean Sea. The stricken sub caused a diplomatic 
uproar with Spain when it was docked illegally at Gibraltar 
and spent a year there undergoing dangerous repairs 
involving the unorthodox ship-to-shore movement of its 
nuclear weapons. 

Kursk: On August 12, 2000, up to five of the sub's 
torpedoes exploded, sinking the giant 508-foot nuclear
powered sub in the Barents Sea, 354 feet down, killing the 
entire crew of 118. Its 24 Granit missiles were said by the 
Russian Navy to not have been armed with the 500-kiloton 
thermonuclear warheads it was able to carry. 

USS Greeneville: The Los Angeles class fast-attack 
smashed into and sank the Japanese teaching vessel Ehime
Maru, February 9, 2001, killing nine Japanese students. 

USS Dolphin: This diesel-electric research sub suffered 
a major flood and fire, May 21,2002, when a torpedo door 
gasket failed. The 70 to 85 tons of seawater that flooded the 
ship shorted electrical panels and started fires. The captain 
ordered the crew to abandon ship. It was recovered and repaired 
in 2004 at a cost of$50 million, and retired from service in 2006. 

HMAS Dechaineux: This diesel-powered Australian sub 
with a crew of 55 was flooded off the coast of Perth Feb. 12, 
2003, and came within 20 seconds of sinking. 

Ming-361: OnAprill6, 2003, all70 crew members of this 
Chinese submarine perished off the coast of northeast China. 
It is suspected that the failure of its diesel engines used up all 
the oxygen in the boat, causing the crew's suffocation. 

Russian K-159: On August 30,2003 the nuclear-powered 
K-159 sank 780 feet in the Barents Sea while being towed 
back to port, killing nine crewmen. 

USS Hartford: This fast-attack submarine ran aground 
October 25, 2003 in a harbor in northern Sardinia, Italy. 

Russian K-223: In November 2004, an explosion and fire 
occurred during repair work underway in the Kamchatka 
region of Far East Russia. One crewman, Dmitry Koval, 
suffered a fatal brain injury caused by the explosion of a 
torpedo cooling tank. 

Continued from Cover 

Superior Barrel Dump Scandal 
Corps supervisor had reported that there were at least 16 
dump sites. 

In February 1995,HerbBergson-thenmayorofSuperior, 
now mayor of Duluth - threatened to sue the Army, the 
MPCA and Honeywell over a cleanup. No law suit has 
materialized. Today, only the Red CliffBand of Lake Superior 
Chippewa and Rep. Jaros appear committed enough to 
protecting the drinking water to confront the issue directly. 
The Red CliffBand is pursuing removal of some barrels under 
its own authority as a sovereign nation. 

The Army, Honeywell, the EPA and the MPCA must be 
compelled do their legal duty and see that the Great Lakes are 
protected from the cancer-causing toxics in the barrels. To 

Commentary 

HMCS Chicoutimi: This Canadian sub suffered a deadly 
fire Oct. 5, 2004 that killed Lt. Chris Saunders, who died in 
transit to the hospital. 

USS San Francisco: On January 8, 2005, this fast-attack 
submarine collided virtually head-on with an undersea mountain 
350 miles south ofGuam. JosephAllenAshley, 24, died of injuries 
suffered in the accident, which occurred when the submarine 
was on a high speed run at approximately 35 knots. 

AS-28: OnAugust 5, 2005 this Russian Deep Submergence 
Rescue Vehicle became entangled by a fishing net. The crew 
was rescued. 

USS Minneapolis-St. Paul: Four crew members of this 
fast-attack sub were washed overboard by heavy waves on 
December29, 2006, in Plymouth Sound, England. ChiefThomas 
Higgins and sonar technician Michael Holtz were drowned. 

USS Newport News: On January 8, 2007, the Newport 
News was moving submerged (not surfacing) in the Straits of 
Hormuz when it hit the Japanese tanker Mogamigawa. The 
sub had been a part of the Carrier Strike Group being used to 
threaten Iran and was led by the aircraft carrier USS Dwight 
D. Eisenhower. 

HMS Tireless (again): On March 21, 2007 two crew 
members of the accident-prone Tireless were killed in an 
explosion in the forward section of the sub while it was in the 
Arctic Ocean. 

Russian sub, unnamed: OnJuly26, 2007, a small explosion 
occurred on a Russian navy submarine, believed to have a 
nuclear reactor on board, as it underwent repairs at a dockyard 
in the port of Severodvinsk, on the White Sea. The Interfax 
news agency reported that the explosion damaged a 25 square 
meter section of the submarine's hull. 

Addendum: On April 7, 1989, the Russian sub 
Kosomolets caught on fire and sank in the Norwegian Sea in 
5,000 feet of water, killing all42 men on board. The nuclear
powered submarine had two nuclear-armed torpedoes on 
board and neither the warheads nor the sub were recovered. 
In 1995, the Russian government sent an underwater mission 
to seal fractures in the submarine's hull and later claimed that 
radioactive contamination-which it did not deny- would 
be "negligible unti12015." 

insure public and environmental safety, the responsible parties 
should be required: 

*To fund an independent scientific confirmation of the 
presence or absence of radioactive materials in the barrels, to 
identify and characterize the specific contents ofthe barrels, 
and to publicly identify their locations. 

*To fund an investigation into the state of the barrels' 
decay and the contamination, if any, of surrounding sediment. 

* To fund a barrel dump remediation program that does 
notthreaten to contaminate drinking water sources-even if 
this means extending the water intake point away from the 
barrels. 

Mayor Bergson complained in 1995 that, "The contents 
of at least I ,448 barrels are still unknown to the public," and 
that "The location of many of the barrels is still unknown." 

Twelve years later, it's about time for answers. 

Barrels Are Part ofVast Oceanic Misconduct 
By Jennifer Hauf 

As a resident ofMilwaukee who just recently began working 
with Nukewatch, I didn't know anything about the scandal 
involving the barrels dumped by the Army Corps of Engineers 
into Lake Superior. I was equally unaware of the more 
widespread dumping of toxic waste into the Pacific and Atlantic 
Oceans between the First World War and the Vietnam War. 
During that time the government created an undetermined
indeed, impossible to determine- number of dumps off the 
coasts of the United States, where millions of pounds of nerve 
and mustard agents lie in decaying barrels and canisters. 
When they leak - and an untold number have begun to -
they kill and injure marine life. As of2005, more than 200 of 
the fishermen who have pulled them up in dredges have been 
burned by mustard gas. Hundreds of thousands of bombs, 
land mines and rockets, filled with chemicals, were also 
dumped. 

And there are the more than 500 tons of radioactive waste, 
already entering the oceanic food chain or poised to do so. 

The 26 military dumping zones in our oceans must look 
like the bottom of Lake Superior. A headline in the Duluth 
News Tribune from 1992 reads "Lake floor a landfill for Army: 
Depths of Lake Superior 'pretty disgusting."' Wisconsin and 
Minnesotan fishing boats have pulled up bombs, shells and 
rockets over the years. It was fisherman Stanley Sivertson of 
Duluth who first pulled up a Lake Superior barrel in 1968, 
alerting the public to their existence. Residents would not 
have known of them otherwise . 

Honeywell and 3M, the firms which produced the waste 
now at the bottom of the lake, were both licensed to use 
radioactive materials during the time that wastes were dumped. 
The military barrels with radioactive and other toxic wastes 
used in ocean dumps are identical to the barrels that are 
currently rusting away in Lake Superior. Given that only nine 
barrels out of the more than I ,450 have had their contents 

analyzed, there is reason for outrage. That these barrels are 
so close to Duluth 's water pumping station, which provides 
the city with its drinking water, leads to even more cause for 
concern. 

I've been putting into chronological order a 
flabbergasting, lengthy compilation done by researcher Greg 
Price ofDuluth. It's a collection ofletters, articles, fact sheets 
and other documents on the barrels. As I began studying the 
reports, it was very interesting to see how the barrel story 
has gone on and off of the media radar during the past 30 
years. The first five documents are from 1976 and 1977. The 
next document concerning the barrels is from 1990 - a 13-
year gap! There are several documents from 1990, as that was 
the year that barrels were actually pulled up from the lake and 
analyzed, and a few from each following year, up to 1995. 
After that year there aren't any documents until2002. 

It's impossible to give a concrete reason for the waxing 
and waning of media interest. Due to the sparse media 
coverage, many folks in Duluth and Superior aren't even aware 
of the waste lurking in the water. A politically active friend of 
mine who has lived in Superior for a couple of years didn't 
find out about the barrels until last December. He says that 
"the vast majority of people in Duluth are ignorant of their 
existence." He added that those who do know about the 
barrels only have a vague idea of their presence and assume 
that they are "harmless." 

We must educate people about what is in the water. And 
since we have such little hard data to work with - nine 
analyzed barrels, another reportedly emitting a high radiation 
reading- it is crucial to look further into the contents of the 
barrels, a task requiring a united community and pressure on 
political leaders. Lake Superior is the world's largest lake and 
the cleanest of our Great Lakes. It gives us drink, food, scenery 
and a good cool breeze in the summertime. The least we can 
do is protect it from the wastes of war. 

- Jennifer Hauf is a Nukewatch Intern. 



An intercontinental ballistic missile silo near Great FaDs, 
Montana photographed for Nukewatcb's Nuckllr Heortlllnd 
in the winter of 1987-88.1ts M1nuteman m missile can travel 
6,000 miles at up to 15,000 miles per hour. 

Disarm to Re-arm 
By PauJ Vos Benkowski 

On July 13, 2007, technicians began deactivating 50 of the 
200 Minuteman Ill nuclear missiles at MalmstromAir Force 
Base in north central Montana. The disarmament is in response 
to the Quadrennial Defense Review which is supposed to 
streamline the nuclear arsenal. This is not the "drawdown" 
being heralded, but a streamlining of nuclear war plans. 

The deactivation of a few Minuteman llls is only the 
smallest of steps the Bush administration is taking to achieve 
"an effective strategic deterrent at the lowest level of nuclear 
weapons consistent with our national security and our 
commitments and obligations to our allies." Keeping in mind 
that the U .S. presently keeps 5, 163 nuclear warheads on alert, 
the decommissioning of 50 out of date Minuteman IIIs is 
hardly noteworthy; a baby step forward. Advisors to President 
Bush are quick to point out his directive to cut the number of 
warheads to between 1,700 and 2,200 by the year2012, as per 
the Moscow Treaty signed with Russian President Vladimir 
Putin in 2002. Yet a push is being made by the President and 
his secretaries of energy, defense and state toward funding a 
new generation of nuclear weapons under the Reliable 
Replacement Warhead (RRW) program contained in the 2008 
budget now before Congress. The White House is seeking 
$82 million for the program and hopes to proceed with 
production of new warheads that could be deployed by 2012. 

2012 appears to be a point year for U .S. nuclear policy as 
the Pentagon seeks to construct two missile defense bases in 
Europe. One project is for silos to be dug in Poland for 
interceptor missiles, and the other is for a tracking radar in the 
Czech Republic supposedly to defend Europe from "a looming 
long-range ballistic missile threat from Iran." 

Iran has no such missiles, yet U .S. intelligence forecasts 
the probability of this future threat will be reached between 
2010 and 2015. Citing instability in the world and fear of attack, 
the Bush administration is pushing for newer, sleeker, deadlier 
nuclear weapons and is glad to disarm one day and re-arm the 
next. The reasons for disarmament are shrouded in rhetorical 
goodwill and the reasons for a build-up are masquerading as 
efficiency. "Credible U.S. nuclear capabilities and our security 
commitment to allies remain an indispensable part of deterrence 
and an important element in our effort to limit proliferation," 
said a report prepared by the Departments of Energy, Defense 
and State. "The future security environment is very uncertain, 
and some trends are not favorable," it said, pointing to North 
Korea and Iran as countries whose nuclear programs 
"underscore the importance ofU.S. security guarantees." 

The Bush administration is using fear to push through 
its seam "modernization" ofU .S. nuclear weapons. Recall the 
"bomber gap," the "missile gap," and the "window of 
vulnerability," all of which were profitable fictions. 

So as the military retires a handful of missiles in Montana, 
it is simultaneously planning to build new warheads in the 
same old tradition of phantom threats, busy work and profit 
for weapons labs and arms contractors. 

U raDium-Contaminated Soil 
Being Removed 

Uranium-contaminated soil from the Colonie, New York site, 
formerly known as National Lead Industries (NLI), began 
being hauled out by train at the end of May. The Army Corps 
of Engineers (USACE) is responsible for the clean-up and 
resumed soil removal nearly a year after announcing the 
possibility that the project would need to be delayed until 
more money was available. The work restarted with an 
unexpected surge of federal funds. NLI operated from 1937 to 
1984, electro-plating and manufacturing various components 
from uranium and thorium, releasing up to 5 tons of uranium 
to the environment during the 1950s and '60s. 
Decontamination and remediation so far has cost $170 million. 
Mr. Bush's 2007 budget would have cut federal remediation 
funds by $8 million, but Congress voted to keep the funding 
at 20061evels. The USACE's next project in Colonie wiU deal 
with groundwater contamination. Former NLI employees and 
neighborhood residents continue to fight to hold NLilegally 
liable for illnesses and deaths believed to have been caused 
by widespread uranium-238 (what the military calls "depleted" 
uranium) contamination.- JH 

''One of the Worst'' 
Spills at Hanford 

RICHLAND, Washington -The Seattle Times calls it "one 
of the worst radioactive waste leaks in years." A radioactive 
and toxic chemical facility leaked overnight for seven hours 
from a mixture "as thick as chunky peanut butter" sitting at 
the bottom of a radioactive waste storage tanlc The newly
contaminated area, in the much-poisoned Hanford imelear 
weapons complex, measured 15 to 18 feet in diameter. Between 
50 and 100 gallons of the lethal liquid soaked into the ground. 
Steve Wiegman, a senior technical advisor with the DOE, said 
no one actuaJiy knows how much radioactive liquid spilled. 

Workers discovered the spill during an inspection of a 
clogged pump used to move 464,000 gallons of waste from a 
leaking "single-shell" underground tank to a new "double
shell" container. When workers reversed the flow, the 
maneuver drove nuclear waste up the water line alongside 
the pump intake and out of the tank onto the ground. A check 
of the area detected high radiation levels that led to further 
investigation. CH2M Hill Hanford Group, the company in 
charge of the transfer operation, used a water line never 
intended to handle the deadly waste. The sludge has 
repeatedly crippled pumps that have broken down and 
required replacement. The company sprayed a cement-like 
fixative over the spill area to reduce airborne releases. 

Hours after radiation monitors picked up elevated 
readings, about 50 workers, most located one to two miles 
from the spill, were ordered into buildings. 

In addition to the giant undetground tank farms, the 200 
West Area where the spill occurred includes the Plutonium 
Finishing Plant, the ''T" Plant, temporary burial grounds for 
transuranic waste (heavier than uranium), the Waste Receiving 
and Processing Facility and the nearby Environmental 
Restoration Disposal Facility. 

The Hanford Reservation covers about 560 square miles 
in south central Washington. It is the world's largest collection 
of nuclear waste from plutonium extraction for H-bombs. The 
site contains 177 underground, deteriorating million-gallon 
tanks. Half of the tanks are suspected of leaking and only 
seven have been emptied in four years. Hanford is considered 
to be the most contaminated nuclear site in the U .S. The DOE 
claims the most recent discharge caused no worker 
contamination or airborne releases. 

Employees at Hanford inhaled radioactive material in two 
incidents in May. In the first incident, 14 people were exposed 
to radon-220, also known as thoron gas. Workers were ill
prepared for air-borne contamination.ln the second incident, 
one worker inhaled re-suspended cesiurn after cutting up a 
pipe rack. - BLU 

Iran Opens Nuclear Sites 
to UN Inspectors, India Refuses 

VIENNA, Austria- The government oflran, a member in 
good standing of the Nuclear (weapons) Non-Proliferation 
Treaty, agreed on July 13 to international inspections of its 
nuclear facilities, the International Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) announced. 

Parties to the NPT like Iran are legally allowed to pursue 
nuclear power reactors for the production of electricity. 
President Mahmaoud Ahmedinejad has said nuclear 
electricity is Iran's only goal. 

The July announcement will allow UN inspectors to see 
Iran's heavy-water reactor at Arak, in the northeast of the 
country 154 mi les southwest of Tehran. President 
Ahmadinejad also agreed to answer questions on past 
experiments at its uranium fuel enrichment sites. 

Iran is regularly attacked by State Department and White 
House officials as a threat to civilization and to the U.S. and 
Israel in particular. In March the U.S. convinced the UN 
Security Council to expand sanctions imposed last summer 

UN. Inspedcr.s 
dfsccMw 
another 
empty 
W'<lrhood 

in an effort to force Iran 
to suspend its 
enrichment program. 

The UN's July 
announcement should 
give some clout to 
cooler heads in the 
Bush administration. 
The IAEA and its 

~W.~~-~~~~~~~~~ director general Moha-
med EIBaradei have 

repeatedly said that Iran is not moving toward production of 
nuclear weapons, and the IAEA has found no evidence that 
Iran is enriching uranium for bomb production. 

In April, Iran began constructing 3,000 gas centrifuges 
fo r uranium enrichment, a process necessary for the 
production of reactor fuel. Enrichment in Iran can't reach 
industrial-level production without about 54,000 centrifuges. 

Meanwhile, even though it refuses to join the NPT and 
has flatly refused international inspections of its nuclear 
weapons program, India's nuclear-armed secrecy has been 
rewaroed by Mr. Bush with promises ofU.S. reactor fuel deliveries 
under a recently-approved deal. The agreement is a reversal of 
50 years of U.S. policy toward rogue nuclear weapons states. 

The hypocrisy of the administration's double standards 
used to judge India and Iran was winked at by Congress 
which okayed the NPT-busting deal in June.- JL 

The Doomsday Clock was created 
in 1947 by tbe Bulletin of the 
Atomic Scientists as an indi
cator of the imminence of 
nuclear war. For 60 years 
the clock has moved closer 
to or further from midnight 

or doomsday. In 1953 it was 
two minutes away, and in 

1991, 17. Today the clock 
stands at five minutes to mid

night. 

The Bulletin of the Atomic 
Scientists llonored 

The Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists has won the 2007 
National Magazine Award for General Excellence from the 
American Society of Magazine Editors. The Bulletin began 
in December of 1945 as a six-page newsletter, the product of 
several Manhattan Project scientists in Chicago focused on 
nuclear physics. Today the magazine covers weapons of mass 
destruction, international security issues, the arms trade, the 
nuclear industry, climate change, global health and threats 
from emerging technologies. 

Nukewatch founder Sam Day became Editor of the 
Bulletin in 1973. He brought the magazine back from near 
financial collapse and dedicated its pages to revealing the 
horrors of all things nuclear. Sam wrote in his autobiography 
Crossing the Line (available from Nukewatch) that " ... the 
international nuclear arms race has gathered momentum and 
is now more than ever beyond control. Our warning is that so 
long as control continues to elude us, civilization faces a 
growing risk of catastrophe." 

The Bulletin received the General Excellence Award for 
publications that produce six issues a year with a circulation 
under l 00,000. The Bulletin also won a National Maga~ine 
Award for its Chemobyl edition in 1987. (See Resources on 
page 3 for contact information.)-BLU 

India Flexes Nuclear 
Muscle, Flaunts Rogue Status 
By Paul V os Benkowski 

After over a year of negotiating, India and the U.S. have 
announced their agreement to the terms of a "civilian" nuclear 
fuel accord that has been 30 years in the making. Despite the 
term "agreement," it is far from what the U.S. set out to 
accomplish when it engaged India in bilateral talks. India held 
fast to certain points of contention and the U .S. gave in, giving 
India the upper hand as they announced their emergence as a 
nuclear power and strategic partner in U.S. relations with the 
rest of the world. 

In brief, ·Jndia agreed to separate its civilian nuclear 
power reactors from military uses and open its civil reactors 
to periodic International Atomic Energy Association (JAEA) 
inspections. India stuck to its demand to reprocess waste 
fuel from its own reactors in order to produce weapons-grade 
plutonium for "military reasons" (nuclear weapons) as well 
as to develop a "strategic reserve of nuclear fuel" in case of 
a disruption in the supply delivered by the U.S. 

Just three years ago George Bush declared, "no 
additional countries should be manufacturing nuclear fuel." 
If the agreement is ratified by the U.S. Congress, then lndia 
will soon be producing such fuel. It appears that Mr. Bush 
tabors under the false notion that India will not pose a 
proliferation risk and that India will use its reactor fuel for 
peaceful purposes only. This ignores India's -long-standing 
tensions toward neighboring, nuclear-armed Pakistan. 

The agreement reverses a 30-year moratorium against 
selling India nuclear technology and reactor fuel, and it 
dubiously awards it status as a "responsible" nuclear power. 
However, India is one of three countries in the nuclear club 
that has not signed the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty 
(NPT). The others are Israel and Pakistan. 

One country that has signed the NPT but does not have 
such a generous agreement with the U.S. is Iran. Iran too is 
seeking a peaceful civilian nuclear accord with the U.S. and 
is willing to allow lAEA inspectors at their proposed sites, 
but the U.S. will not negotiate with "hostile states." 
Nevertheless, the U.S.IIndia pact benefits Iran by proxy. Iran 
is old friends with India and anything that benefits one 
benefits the other. A proposed pipeline between lndia and 
Iran, running through Pakistan, promises a tenuous truce. 

Of course nuclear profiteers have nothing but praise for 
this agreement. India plans to build l 0 new reactors and over 
half will be built by U.S. companies. The U.S.-India Business 
Council said "the expansion of India's civilian nuclear program 
would generate $150 billion in commercial opportunities over 
the next 30 years." India will pay for these reactors with 
borrowed money. 

All that can stop the agreement from being ratified is the 
U.S. Congress, but election season is coming soon and no 
politician wants to step up and speak out against an India-U.S. 
agreement while vying for a significant number of Indian
American votes. 

With this agreement India runs roughshod over stated U .S. 
nonproliferation policy, and the U .S. gains itself an unruly client 
with a nuclear bomb. 
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Wrong Military Waste Sent to WIPP 
CARLSBAD, New Mexico -
Shipments from Idaho to the 
Waste Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP) 

in New Mexico were temporarily halted 
when the New Mexico Environment 

Department (NMED) demanded on August 3 
that the U.S. DOE remove a barrel ofhigh-level radioactive waste 
that held liquids. 

No liquids are allowed in WIPP's salt-bed chambers where 
barrels are expected to corrode over time. Liquid waste would 
hasten contamination of the area and the groundwater. 

WIPP is the dumping ground for all U.S. H-bomb-related 
plutonium and plutonium-contaminated waste. The wrong 
drum arrived from the Advanced Mixed Waste Treatment 
Project at the Idaho National Laboratory in June - after 
Bechtel Corp. workers misread its label. 

The DOE wanted to leave the illegal drum and claimed 
that the three-fourths-of-a-cup ofliquid contained in the barrel 
posed no danger to the site and that removal of the container 

created more safety risks than leaving it in place. The drum 
arrived in CarlsbadJune 27, and the DOE informed New Mexico 
of the error on July 17. The barrel was 36 rows back in its deep 
underground vault by then, as the WIPP site receives on 
average 25 shipments each week. The removal process took 
several weeks. 

New Mexico appears firm about holding the DOE to strict 
standards under WIPP's state permit. A press release signed 
by Ron Curry, Secretary of the state Environment Department, 
said, "I hope this decision sends a message to DOE that the 
State of New Mexico is serious about compliance with our 
regulations. WIPP's permit is specifically designed to protect 
the health and environment ofNew Mexicans for generations. 
We have a zero tolerance policy for mistakes like these and 
we expect DOE officials, including those in Idaho, to quickly 
correct this pattern of error." 

Curry pointed out that while NMED has cited DOE in the 
past for issues related to improperly characterized waste, this 
is the first time NMED has documented the actual disposal of 

Cold War Still Being Funded as Veterans Face Cuts 
The Bush administration has proposed a record $622 billion military budget for fiscal year 2008. The White House simultaneously 
wants to continue cutting veterans benefits. A total of $141 billion is proposed just for the wars and occupations of Iraq and 
Afghanistan for 2008. 

Together with funds already allocated this year the new request raises spending for the government's two wars to $163 
billion. Looked at in the short-term the Iraq and Afghanistan wars are set to cost $446 million a day, $18.6 million an hour, or 
$310,000 every minute. 

Of about $140 billion in weapons programs, "Far too many of these programs have outlived their rationale" the New York 
Times editorialized. Even the pro-war Times declared, "What [this country] cannot afford are costly jobs programs disguised 
as defense and the wasteful weapons products promoted by an army of well-connected Washington lobbyists." 

Needless programs- intended to foil the vanished USSR- that should be cancelled outright include: the Air Force's 
$4.6 billion F-22 stealth fighter; the Marine Corps' $2.6 billion tilt-wing V-22 Osprey; the Navy's $3 billion stealth destroyer 
and $2.5 billion attack submarine; and the Space Command's $15.9 billion slated for outer space weapons and so-called missile 
defense. 

In 2006 Mr. Bush proposed about $1 billion in cuts in the $28.7 billion Veteran's Affairs budget. Bush's proposal: 
• Drastically cut financial support for up to 80 percent of the veterans in the nation's 129 state-run homes. 
• Let the V A reduce the number of nursing-home beds from the 13,391 required by law. 
• Put a hold on $104 million in grants slated to rehabilitate and build new state veterans' homes. 

Total Appropriated Funds for Veterans in the Bush White House Proposals 
(Budget authority in billions of dollars) 

Proposed budget request 
Current services level 
Amount above/below current services 

2007 
36.1 
34.3 
+1.8 

2008 
34.4 
35.2 
-0.9 

2009 
34.1 
36.3 
-2.2 

2010 
33.4 
37.3 
-3.9 

20ll 
33.6 
38.4 
-4.8 

Total 
2007-tt 

171.6 
181.6 
-10.0 

Source: House Budget Committee 

Afghanistan Chronicle 

waste containing prohibited items in the repository. NMED 
may issue monetary penalties. 

WIPP is currently receiving plutonium waste shipments 
from the DOE's Savannah River, Los Alamos and Hanford 
sites. Shipments from Idaho have resumed.- BLU 

Failed Concrete Cherno~yl 
Cover to be Re-covered in Steel 

KIEV, Ukraine-The French engineering firm Novarka has 
been selected to build a new protective cover over the 
destroyed reactor at Chernobyl, sight of the world's worst 
radiation catastrophe. After. the 1986 disaster, that according 
to the EPA, contaminated the whole of the Northern 
Hemisphere, a Russian-designed sarcophagus was hurriedly 
built over the wreck. The hope was to keep rain water away 
from the radioactive materials still inside, but the 21-year-old 
shell has cracked and leaked for years. The new cover-up 
company was chosen by the Assembly of Chernobyl Shelter 
Fund Donors which is comprised of representatives from 23 
countries and run by the European Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development. The shelter is expected to cost $1.2 billion, 
of which $500 million was awarded August 7. Novarka plans 
to build a 20,000-ton steel vault away froQt the site, then slide 
it into place and seal the wreckage. Novarka claims its steel 
cover will last for 100 years. 

Contamination ofW. Chicago 
by Kerr-McGee Disclosed 

WEST CHICAGO, Illinois- Residential properties in this 
Chicago suburb may contain thorium from a defunct Kerr
McGee factory. The site which closed in 1973, produced 
thorium for gas lamp mantles. Sandy Riess has lived in a 
house 200 yards away from the former factory for two years 
and pushed the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to 
examine her property after the death of her two dogs. The 
dogs died from bone cancer within six days of each other. A 
Geiger counter recently confirmed radiation levels in the 
basement to be 50 times higher than the federal government's 
allowable amount. Bricks from Riess' basement are being 
analyzed for thorium contamination. 

Kerr-McGee began cleaning up around the site in the 
1980s. One hundred and seventeen properties were found to 
be contaminated. Several were purchased by Ker-McGee. In 
1994, the EPA ordered another clean-up, and Riess' current 
home was one of 94 properties that had contaminated topsoil 
removed. Riess did not know of the possibility of thorium 
contamination until she learned that the lot behind her house 
had been purchased by Kerr-McGee and independently 
researched the area's history. Thorium is a carcinogenic known 
to concentrate in the bones. - JH 

U.S. Military ''Causing Most Civilian Deaths & Injuries'' 
By John LaForge 

I carry a big placard to protests which makes people cringe. 
Heavy, oversized letters blare, "It's Not War, It's Bloody 
Murder," and it has a dozen enlarged headlines about civilians 
killed by U .S. military actions. 

News of civilians routinely being killed by U .S. forces in 
Afghanistan is hardly mentioned in polite company, although 
the country's hand-picked president, Hamid Karzai, has 
complained about the killings bitterly. 

In late June, a group of 100 Afghan and Western aid 
agencies charged that at least 1,500 civilians had been killed 
by U.S. attacks in the last 17 months. The actual number of 
civilian deaths is probably higher because verification is too 
dangerous in Helmand, the area ofheaviest fighting, and many 
deaths go unreported. 

A day later, President Karzai called U .S. airstrikes 
"careless," and complained that "Afghan life is not cheap 
and should not be treated as such." In May-after a provincial 
official said 50 civilians were killed by U.S. bombings of 
villages in the Serkoh Valley- Karzai declared that Afghanis 
could no longer tolerate casualties that were the result of 
indiscriminate or excessive force. 

One British military commander has even urged U.S. 
Special Forces to leave his area, complaining that U.S. 
bombings killed 31 nomads west of Kandahar in November 
2006 and another 57 villagers, half of them women and 
children, in western Afghanistan in April2007. On condition 
of anonymity, the commander told the August 9 New York 
Times that he thought U.S. Special Forces were "causing most 
of the civilian deaths and injuries" in his area. 

The papers still say today's protests against U.S. wars 
are "vaguely reminiscent of the 60s," and it's the military that 
is again bombing tiny civilian hamlets using giant warplanes. 
The repeated and indiscriminate attacks have shocked and 
angeredAfghanis who have taken to rioting and flag burning 
in response to the massacres. 

"The Americans are killing, destroying a village, just in 
pursuit of one person," said Mahmadullah, an Afghan, 
referring to Osama bin Laden. "So now we have understood 
that Americans are a curse on us, and they are here just to 
destroy Afghanistan. They can tell the difference between 
men and women, children and animals, but they are just killing 
everyone." 
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These reports, all from the New York Times, cover only 
the spring and summer, with the dates the news appeared: 

Eighteen Civilians Wounded by U.S. Bombing 
August 4 - Dr. Rahmatullah of the provincial hospital in 
Lashkar Gab, said at least 18 severely wounded civilians were 
being treated after the U.S. launched an airstrike on the 
Baghran district of southern Afghanistan. 

Airstrikes Kill At Least 30, Perhaps 45 Civilians 
July 1 & 2.-Regional government and police officials said 
62 insurgents and 45 civilians had been killed during U .S.-led 
airstrikes in the Grishk district of southern Afghanistan ''where 
dozens of civilians died under similar circumstances last week." 

Some witnesses painted an even grislier picture. Haji Zahir, 
a tribal elder reported, "They told me that they had buried 170 
bodies." 

NATO Bombing Kills at Least 10 Civilians 
June 25 - NATO officials admitted that its bombing and 
helicopter fire caused the deaths of at least 1 0 Pakistani 
civilians. NATO troops had accidently crossed the Afghan/ 
Pakistan border chasing Taliban fighters and had called down 
the airstrikes. 

Seven Children Killed By U.S.JNATO Airstrikes 
June 19-Seven children were killed during an airstrike by 
U .S. jets against a religious compound in Paktika Province in 
eastern Afghanistan near the Pakistani border, a U.S. Army 
Major said. Afghan officials said June 18 that more than 50 
civilians may have been killed during three days of fighting 
between NATO and the Taliban in the Chora district of the 
southern province of Uruzgan. 

Up to 60 avilians Drowned by U.S.-LedAirstrike 
June 6-A boat carrying about 60 people was fired on by 
NATO helicopters and sunk Saturday, June 2, killing about 60 
people. There were conflicting reports as to whether those 
aboard had been civilians. 

NATO Gunfire Wounded Five Civilians 
May 17 - Local residents said NATO soldiers shot and 
wounded five civilians as they drove through Kandahar in 
southern Afghanistan. 

Civilian Toll Much Higher Than Reported 
May 11-Residents complained that the death toll of civilians 
killed May 8 was much higher than the official figure of 21 

and is as high as 80. Gen. Dan McNeill, commander ofNATO 
in Afghanistan, admitted to National Public Radio, "It does 
appear there were civilian casualties - exactly what caused 
them, we're working our way through all that." 

Airstrikes Kill21 Civilians 
May 10 & 13-Less than a day after U.S. officials apologized 
publicly to Afghan President Karzai for a March incident near 
Jalalabad in which 19 civilians were shot by Marines in eastern 
Afghanistan, reports surfaced of at least 21 civilians killed in 
an airstrike in HeJmand Province, though local residents said 
the death toll was about 80. 

U.S. Apologizes and Pays $2,000 Per Civilian Killed 
May 9 -Army brigade commander Col. John Nicholson 
apologized and paid compensation today for civilians killed 
by marines March 4. "We made official apologies on the part 
of the U.S. government" Nicholson said. The U.S. paid $2,000 
for each death. 

Huge Bombs Kill Up to 57 Civilians 
May 1, 4 & 9-Afghan officials said between 42 and 57 
civilians, including women and children, were killed and 50 
wounded in a series of airstrikes in three villages including 
Parmakan, south of Herat in the Zerkoh Valley of western 
Afghanistan. 

The dead included 17 children under I 0, 10 women and 
14 old men, Hajji Daulat Khan. told the New York Times. 
Hundreds of angry villagers protested in Shindand April 29. 

The Air Force said a U.S. B-1 bomber dropped one 2,000-
pound and several 500-pound bombs "on an enemy firing 
position." Warplanes also strafed and dropped 500-pound 
bombs on sites near Shindand. Dozens of women and children 
drowned trying to cross a chest-high river to escape the 
bombing. 

16 Civilians Die as U.S. Troops Fire on Afghan Road 
March 5-"American troops opened fire on a highway filled 
with civilian cars and bystanders on Sunday," U.S. and Afghan 
officials said. In Jalalabad, "a stone-throwing riot in which 
hundreds of protesters, claiming that U.S. troops fired 
indiscriminately on civilians, shouted slogans denouncing the 
United States ... "The U.S. military initially reported 34 civilians 
killed and 24 wounded. 

One witness, TurGul, said, 'They opened fire on everybody, 
the ones inside the vehicles and the ones on foot." 



Ground Zero Celebrates 
30 Years of Resistance 

P 0 U L S B 0 W, Peace activists at the main gate held a large banner 
Washington- proclaiming "Hiroshima and Nagasaki Never Again." Others 
This year the carried enlarged photographs on posters showing the 
Ground Zero destruction caused by the atomic bombs used against 
Center for Non- Hiroshima and Nagasaki, August 6 and 9 respectively, 1945. 
violent Action The Trident base, 20 miles from Seattle, is the largest 

celebrates 30 years of single stockpile of nuclear warheads in the U .S. arsenal. An 
resistance to nuclear estimated 2,364 warheads are on Trident subs at Bangor. 

weapons and the Trident The base has been rebuilt for the deployment of the giant 
submarine system. On August 6, marking the anniversary of Trident D-5 ballistic missile system. Each of the 12 Trident 
the United States' atomic bomb attacks on Japan, 60 people submarines can carry 24 of the D-5 missiles, which in turn can 
joined an early morning demonstration at the Trident base. eachcarryeigbt455-k.ilotonnuclearwarheads(over36.4times 
The two main entrances and highways to the Bangor Trident the explosive force of the 12.5-kiloton Hiroshima bomb). 
Submarine base were briefly blocked while Navy personnel Along with 450 land-based ICBMs on Minuteman missiles, 
and others were arriving for work. Fourteen people were the current nuclear arsenal contains 5,163 deployed warheads, 
ticketed and released. Additional charges may be filed . about 2,400 million tons of explosive, or 159,000 Hiroshimas. 

Congratulations Ground Zero! 

Two Democrats Take Nuclear Attack Threat 
Off the Table- For a Minute 

Two leading democratic presidential hopefuls have recently 
said they'd take the threat of nuclear attack "off the table,'' 
hinting at their deep psychological discomfort with the idea 
of deliberate mass destruction. Call it the Hiroshima 
Syndrome. 

Both New York Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton-albeit 
before she announced her run - and Illinois Senator Barack 
Obama, dismissed the long-standing U.S. threat to keep "all 
options open," regarding the government's willing readiness 
to wage nuclear war anywhere in the world. 

On August 2, Obama said in an interview with the 
Associated Press, "I think it would be a profound mistake for 

Dump Yucca Update 
LAS VEGAS- The state of Nevada and over 12 environ
mental groups have demanded complete disclosure offederal 
plans to license a 40-year schedule of nuclear waste shipments 
to the proposed Yucca Mountain dump site. Lawyers have 
clashed for three years over the ground rules for reviewing 
more than !-million pages of documents relating to the 
government's rush to okay the dump. The DOE is expected 
to file for the license in June 2008. Laywers for Nevada and 
other critics argue that the process doesn't afford enough 
time to make challenges to the DOE and Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission (NRC) assertions. The dispute will be considered 
by a three-judge NRC administrative panel whose decisions 
can be appealed in federal court. The DOE responded to 
Nevada's requests for more time saying they were "alarmist" 
and impractical. 

The NRC, the Nuclear Energy Institute, an industry 
mouthpiece, and utilities generally falsely contend they need 
Yucca Mt. open in order to operate. Reactors are operating 
now without a dump. Furthennore, aboveground, monitored 
waste storage is safer, since faulty casks can then be repaired. 

Nuclear reactors add every day to the volume of waste 
that nobody wants and that has no place to go. There are 
about 270,000 tons of waste fuel in storage worldwide, mostly 
at reactor sites - 90 percent in ponds, the rest in dry casks. 

An additional on-going and hotly disputed Yucca 
Mountain struggle concerns water usage. Nevada state 
engineers have issued a cease-and-desist order halting the 
use of3.5 million gallons of water for the drilling of 80 test 
wells. The DOE claims the U.S. Constitution's supremacy 
clause puts the DOE above state law and is continuing its 
renegade drilling. 

us to use nuclear weapons in any circumstance," pausing 
before he added, "involving civilians." Although Obama 
quickly retracted the 
statement saying, "Let me 
scratch that," his message 
needs repeating: H-bombs 
cannot be used without the 
grossly indiscriminate 
killing of civilians. 

Sen. Rodham Clinton 
publicly chastised Obama 
for temporarily ruling out 
the threat to push the 
button, but she has also 
said that she would not use 
nuclear weapons. 

In April 2006, nine 
months before she 
announced her Oval 
Office bid, Clinton was 
asked in a TV interview 
about her position toward 
Iran . She said, " ... no 
option should be off the 
table, but l would certainly 
take nuclear weapons off 
the table. This (Bush) 
administration has been 
very willing to talk about using nuclear weapons in a way 
we haven't seen since the dawn of the nuclear age. I think 
that's a terrible mistake." 

Both Clinton and Obama promote a militarized foreign 
policy that should be rejected and resisted. Both have 
embraced the idea of pre-emptive, sneak attacks against 
targets in Pakistan and Afghanistan- acts that would violate 
the UN Charter and the Constitution. Yet their public qualms 
about waging nuclear war are extremely rare. Their implied 
change of consciousness could bode ill for the nuclear 
weapons establishment. More such talk s hould be 
encouraged. 

At least a <tozen former nuclear war planners and Cold 
Warriors- Henry Kissinger, Jimmy Carter, Gen. George 
Butler and Adm. Stansfield Turner among others -have 
denounced nuclear weapons and called for their abolition. 

Even Paul N itze, a Reagan administration national 
security advisor and founder of the Committee on the Present 
Danger, wrote in an October 28, 1999 New York Times Op/Ed, 
"It is impossible" to use nuclear weapons "without large
scale destruction of many innocent people .... I can think of 
no circumstances under which it would be wise for the United 
States to use nuclear weapons, even in retaliation for their 
prior use against us." 

The candidates, the generals and the public should take 
a lesson from Nitze - then make Congress ban the bomb. 

- JL 

Jotelp. u• prevent the ne)(t arms race. 
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Japanese Reactors Rocked by Quake (Continued from page J) 
The Guardian noted that the area near Kashiwazaki was hit * February 25, 2004: Eight workers were sprayed with 

in Qctober2004 by an earthquake that killed 67 people. Jt was the contaminated water at the Tsuruga reactor. 
deadliestto hitJapan since 1995, when a major quake killed 6,433 * September 30, 1999: AtTckaimura, two workers were killed 
in the city ofKobe. Another in June 1948 killed 3, 769. The last outright by a burst of neutron radiation, and a thiro died a 
massive quake to hit Tokyo killed 142,000 people in 1923. lingering death after the uranium they were illegally mixing 

Four weeks after the July quake, on Aug. 16, an even stronger abruptly went "critical" (began fissioning). Radiation levels at 
quake bit Japan's northeast coast, injuring 40 people and shaking the site rocketed to 15,000 times normal and locals were told to 
buildings in Tokyo, 186 miles away. stay indoors. 

Perhaps the only thing more * July 13, 1999:AlsoattheTsuruga 
shocking than the reckless construction reactor, primary cooling water leaked 
of nuclear reactors above earthquake from a cracked pipe for 14 hours 
faults is the Aug. 14 conclusion by the before the area cooled enough for 
International Atomic Energy Agency that, workers to enter and stop the leak. 
"although the earthquake significantly Almost 90 tons of the radioactive 
exceeded predictions taken into accouDt coolant flooded the reactor. 
in the design of the plant, the installatioD * March 11 , 1997: A fire and 
behavedinasafemanner, duringandafter explosion at the Tokai fuel 
the earthquake." reprocessing site contaminated at 

As the reporters at CNIC in Tokyo least 37 workers. Plutonium escaped 
reminded their readers, "This was not the to the outside and traveled as far as 
biggest earthquake that could possibly hit Photo by Koichi Kamoshida 23 miles away in what was called at 
Japan. This one was just a warning." They . 
d d d h . K h. k K . d Earthquake damage to a roadway July 16, outstde the time the worst radiation accident 

eman ~ t at t a~ ~;aza I- ar;.wa t1anlt Japan 's seven-reactor Kasbiwazaki-Kariwa in Japan's history. 
~veryo erreacor Ul overanac •ve au nuclearcomplex. * Decetnber 8, 1995·. The Mon,iu 
lme be shut down petmanently. ~ 

Bad Nukes Down plutonium breeder reactor caused a 

Japan has a deadly record of reactor accidents. Some of the 
worst include: 
* August 9, 2004: Five workers at the Mihan1a reactor were burned 
to death by hig!l-pressure steam that exploded from a burst pipe. 

massive leak of molten sodium that caught fire inside the facility. 
Liquid sodium bums when in cti.QtaiJ::S&:im:aiclr:!t:tJ:r:aWJtiD::b::btl;t. 

1 
when added to watet, yet a t 9( ~·ni• ;~ .. ;. & ~LJ 
by Japan's Atomic Energy A nW,~ '-"'~ ~ ~ 

IL_ ."7:{~~, JJ 
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