
A publication of the Progressive Foundation - Winter 2006-07 

News & Information on Nuclear Weapons, Power, Waste & Nonviolent Resistance 

Missile Fields Still 
Armed & Dangerous 

By John LaForge 

The number of Minuteman missiles has been cut in half since 
1988, when Nukewatch pub I ished Nuclear Heartland, our 
groundbreaking atlas of the missiles' locations. 

At the time, the Air Force was operating six giant missile 
fields: two 'in North Dakota. and one each in Missouri. South 
Dakota, Montana and Wyoming/Colorado/Nebraska. 

Three of these missi le tields have now been decommissioned 
and eliminated: Missouri, South Dakota and Grand Forks, ND. 
Interestingly, these three areas were the most active with political 
and nonviolent direct action protesting nuclear weapons and the 
suicidal nuclear war policies that persist to this day. 

~ In South Dakota, adjacent to the Ellsworth Air Force Base, 
horse rancher Marv Kammerer kept a permanent vigil against 
nuclear madness. Marv 's ranch was a hub of Black Hills anti
nuclear activism during the ' 80s. He placed a giant peace sign 
made of painted stones on his land at one end of the air force 
runway so the bomber pilots wouldn ' t ever miss it. 

~ In Missouri. the Silo Pruning Hooks plowshares action in 
1984 brought attention to the lirst-strike Minuteman missiles, 
especially after four activists - Cart and Paul Kabat, Helen 
Woodson and Larry Cloud Morgan- received 8-to-12 years, the 
longest prison sentences for civil disobedience in U.S. history. 
Later, Nukewatch sponsored educationa l peace camps and 
participated in the Missouri Peace Planters actions that also 
resulted in serious prison sentences. 

M In Grand Forks. North Dakota, the Bemidji , Minnesota 
Friends to r a Nonviolent World organized annual Martin Luther 
King birthday protests (beginning before it was a holiday), as 
well as Hiroshima and Nagasaki Day actions, and a 150-mile Walk 
to r Peace from Bemidji to the Grand Forks Air Force base - a 
walk conducted six years in a row. 

In Wyoming, 50 giant MX missiles, with up to ten warheads 
on each rocket, have all been withdrawn from the western side of 
the fi eld which is sti ll maintained by the F.E. Warren Air Force 
Base ·•m issileers.·· 

The missiles still in operation -with a total ofSOO Minuteman 
i!ltercontinental ballistic missiles (ICBM) still on "alert" status-

N~rth Dakota 

Source: Nuclear Heartland 
Each dot, above, indicates the site of one Minuteman-3 interconti
nental ballistic missile nea r Minot. North Dakota. The Minot Air 
Force Base maintains the I SO missiles that nearly surround the 
city. One hundred and fifty ICBMs have been removed from the 
Grand Forks area. 

are at Minot, North Dakota; Great Falls, Montana; and at the shared 
border area of Wyoming/Colorado/Nebraska. (See maps above 
and on p. 1.) 

Of the 10,000 warheads still deployed and stored in the U.S. 
nuclear arsenal, 2,346, about 24 percent, are now on 14 Trident 
submarines. Eight Tridents are on the East Coast at Kings Bay, 
Georgia, and six are on the West Coast at Bangor, Washington. 

* ICBM warheads 
* Submarine-based warheads 
* Warheads on jet bombers 
*Nuclear-armed Cruise missiles 

1,374 (+85 spares) 
2,41 0 (I ,3 18 mact1ve) 
176 (- 400 in Europe) 
1,100 

(Source: Bulletitr of the Atomic Scieutists, Dec. 2006, pp. 57-58) 

The U.S. is alone in placing..its.J:lJ.)S:.a,~llS. jn other 
countdes; botween 400 and ' . . wanfad'f'~e<l~· 
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Disarmament ''Clowns'' Sent to Prison 
Weapons of Mass Destruction Protected by Court System 
By Bill Quigley 

Three men protesting the presence of weapons of mass 
destruction in North Dakota were sentenced to up to 15 
months in federal prison and ordered to pay $17,000 in 
restitution by a federal judge in Bismarck. The three dressed 
as clowns and went to the E-9 Minuteman nuclear missile 
launch site in rural North Dakota near Whlte Shield. On June 
20,2006, they broke the lock off the fence and put up peace 
banners and posters. One said, "Swords into plowshares 
Spears into pruning hooks." They poured some of their own 
blood on the site, hammered on the above-ground equipment 
and waited to be arrested. 

The Minuteman missile has over20 times the destructive 
power of the bomb dropped on Hiroshima and can reach a 

target 6,000 miles away in 35 
minutes. The men called their action 
the "Weapons of Mass Destruction 
Here Plowshares." There are 500 
Minuteman missiles in the U.S. 
arsenal. 

Dressed in faded black and white 
striped prison uniforms and blue 
cloth slippers, they appeared before 
the federal court for sentencing. Fr. 
Cart Kabat, 73, a Catholic priest from 
St. Louis with a life-long history of 

Fr. Carl Kabat resistance to nuclear weapons was 
sentenced to 15 months in prison. 

Greg Boetje-Obed, 52, a former Navy officer living with his 
family in the Catholic Worker community in Duluth, 
Minnesota. was given a year-and-a-day sentence. Michael 
Walli, 58, also with the Loaves and Fishes Catholic Worker 
in Duluth received eight months. All three were ordered to 
pay $17,000 itrrestitution. 

During their trial in September, the men openly admitted 
trying to disarm the nuclear weapon. They pointed out to 
the jury that each one of the Minuteman missiles is a 
devastating weapon of mass destruction, a killing machine 
precisely designed to murder hundreds of thousands. 
Testimony by experts about the effects and the illegality of 
weapons of mass destruction under international taw was 
excluded by the court and never heard by the jury. 

E-9, the Minuteman site they damaged, lies about I 00 miles 
north of Bismarck. With the missile coiled beneath the surface, 
a bland concrete bunker is clearly visible from the gravel road. 
In fact, the otherwise pastoral countryside of farms and silos is 
full of nuclear weapon silos. One nuclear weapon launching 
site lies just across the road from a big farmhouse; another just 
down the road from a camp for teens. There are 150 other such 
nuclear launching facilities in North Dakota alone. 

At sentencing, Father Car! Kabat, who has already spent 
16 years in prison for anti-nuclear weapons protests, spoke 
simply and directly to the court and prosecutor. " I believe 
that you, brother judge and brother prosecutor, know that 
the Minuteman at E-9 is insane, immoral and illegal, but your 
actions protected that insanity, that immorality and that 
illegality. Brother judge, you could have possibly been a 
Rosa Parks, but your actions said 'No.' We all can openly 
and publicly condemn North Korea for nuclear bombs. We 
can openly and publicly condemn Iraq for nuclear weapons 
and go to war with them. We can openly and publicly 
condemn lran for nuclear buildup. But we do not publicly 
condemn the United States for the same?" 

Fr. Kabat then challenged all of us, "What is the use of 
post marking our mail with exhortations to "Pray for Peace" 
and then spending billions of dollars on atomic armed 
submarines, thermonuclear weapons and ballistic missiles?" 

Michael Walli reaffirmed his conviction of the illegality 
and immorality of nuclear weapons. He pointed out that Irish 
Courts allowed juries to hear about international law. 
Recently, after learning that U.S. jets were stopping at 
Shannon Airport to refuel on their way to bomb Iraq, the 
Pitstop Plowshares went onto the runway, poured their blood 
on it and started to take up the tarmac to prevent additional 
flights . After two mistrials, these peace protestors were 
acquitted on all counts by an lrish jury who heard an expert 
on international law and others explain the illegality ofthe 
U .S. actions. To conclude his sentencing statement, Michael 
read the Peace Prayer of St. Francis into the record. 

Greg Boetje-Obed appealed to the judge to consider 
the testimony of the mayors of Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
about the horrific effects of a tiny nuclear weapon , 
testimony the court would not allow the jury to hear. He 
asked the judge to reconsider expert testimony from 
Professor Francis Boyle about the criminality of nuclear 
weapons under international law and UN resolutions 
calling for nuclear disarmament-evidence also kept from 
the jury. 

The judge challenged Greg Boertje-Obed's decision to 
take actions that risked a year in prison instead of staying 
home with his family. "Why would one leave a wife and 
daughter at home to engage in j uvenile acts of vandalism to 
protest nuclear weapons? J would think your commitment to 
your family should far outweigh your calling to such actions." 
Greg's wife, Michele Naar-Obed, was in the courtroom during 
this exchange. After the sentencing was over, Michelle shook 
her head and said, "lfGreg had left us for a year and risked 

his life to go to war to kill people, no one would question 
him. They would call him a hero! But, because he risked time 
in jail to act out his convictions for peace, people question 
his commitment to his family. That is a tragedy." 

What does it say about our 
society that personal sacrifices 
to go to war to kill people are 
praised, while personal sacrifices 
for peace are condemned? What 
does it say that intentional 
destruction of c it ies and 
communities and families and 
individuals are considered totally 

Michael Walli legal , while actions trying to 
dismantle weapons of mass 

destruction result in prison sentences? Until those interested 
in peace are willing to make the same sacrifices as those 
interested in war, peace will not prevail. These three men have 
proven they are wi 11 ing to pay the price for peace. Their courage 
and sacrifice challenges us all. 

Locations of U .S. nuclear weapon s , 2006 
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While these men serve their 
time in prison, one hundred fifty 
weapons of mass destruction sit 
free and protected in the fields of 
North Dakota. The law protects 
these weapons and finds those 
who try to protect the world from 
their holocaust criminals. If the 
weapons are ever used, the people 
ofNort.h Dakota will not need the 
papers to tell them. The thunderous Greg Boertje-Obed 
fiery launch of these weapons will 
signal the failure of justice and the end oflife as we know it. 

- Bill Quigley is a human rights lawyer and law professor 
at Loyola University in New Orleans who helped.the defendants 
at trial. 

For more information about the men, contact tile 
Loaves and Fisltes Community in Duluth or Nukewatch. 
Copies of some pleadings in the case, pictures, updates 
and addresses for tlte men are posted on the Jonah House 
webs1'te. See Resources on p. 4. 

Graphic and research by Natural Resources Defense Council, via Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, Dec. 2006 

The Minuteman missile silos of Montana 
TbeMinuteman missiles in tbe Nebraska-Coiorado-Wyo
mingfield. 

Nuclear Callousness Still Running STRATCOM 
The head of Stragetic Command (STRATCOM), General 
James E. Cartwright, controls the entire U.S. nuclear arsenal 
on missiles, bombers and submarines from underground 
headquarters in Omaha, Nebraska's Offutt Air Force Base. 

The excerpts below, illustrate how little has changed in 
nuclear war policy since the 1960s when H-bomb sizes were 
measured in "megatons" ( I ,000,000 tons of TNT). The 
Hiroshima bomb was 12,500 tons and killed 170,000 people. 
The general spoke Dec. 15, 2005 in Washington, DC.- JL 

General Cartwright: 
" .. . On the nuclear side ... the one piece that we have 

honed in on as an enabler for us in understanding where 
you might want to go with this capability and how best to 
leverage it in an effective way from a science and mmtary 
standpoint, [is] precision .... 

"Precision ... really does change the dynamic of how 
you do business and how you apply force and power. That's 
critical. 

" If you apply that on the nuclear side people say,' Jeez, 
how accurate do you have to be with X number of megatons?' 
Well, if you walk the ground at some place like Hiroshima or 
Nagasaki, you will see in fact that precision does have an 
effect here. Not just in how you deliver, but how many you 

deliver, how many are necessary to get the desired effect, et 
cetera. So to me precision is critical. lt will bleed over and 
certainly have an affect on the infrastructure side of the 
equation, but it has a significant 
effect about how many times you 
have to go back and revisit targets, 
how many weapons you have to 
have in your inventory ... and how 
much destruction you reap when 
you use these weapons. 

" ... it is only logical to take a 
look at that target set and say, 'Gee, 
T always held this at risk with a 
nuclear weapon for some reason. 
But I've got ten years of history, 
two to three wars that show that I 
can do this very comfortably with a 
conventional weapon. Why am I 
still holding at risk with a nuclear 
weapon?' ... 

Photo 1/.S. StraJ•gjc C"onunond 

General James E. 
Cartwright (USMq 
Commander, U.S. 
Strategic Command 

"Or are there times when we still want to have a nuclear 
option but we'd also like to have a conventional option? ... " 



Falsely Assured: Public at Risk from Low-dose Radiation 
by AbidAslam ffi · c. • d · k fl k · o sprmg ~~ce an mcreas: n~ o eu emta, a type of cancer help protect the most sensitive but have not been widely 
WASHINGTON -The United States, in a twist on social that starts m blood-formmg ttssue such as the bone marrow applied, the report says. 
D~inism, maintains protection standards so low that they and causes large numbers .of~lood cells to be produced and . Be.sides abandoning "Reference Man" and replacing 
shteld only the strongest people from cancer-causing enter the bloodstream, sctentists say. htm wtth the most vulnerable population subgroup it 
radiation. So. say scientists whose conclusions are propelling The report .cautions a~ainst conclusions about t~e recommends ratcheting up workplace radiation protection 
a new campatgn to provide greater safety for women, children number of A~er~cans ~ho mtght have been affected by thts and notes that the U .S. standard for allowable exposure is 
and others at greatest risk. or o~h~r radtatton nsks, ho~e~er, and notes that the "five times more lax than that in Germany." 

"A central principle of environmental health protection spectahzed ;esearch needed to arrive at such conclusions is Unlike Europe, it adds, the United States lacks and must 
-protecting those most at risk- is missing from much of scant and di~ficult to conduct. . adopt extra protection measures against bodily 
the U.S. regulatory framework for radiation," said Dr. Arjun Ca~cer ts not the only s~ecter causmg wo"!' among contam in at ion for women who breast-feed and who work at 
Makhijani, president of Institute for Energy and ca~pat~ner~ .. The report cttes .research findmgs that radiation-controlled job sites. 
Environmental Research (lEER) and co-author of a study, ~~toa~tive trlttum-a!ready found m water used for drinking, Likewise, it urges regulators to restrict the discharge of 
released October 21, that is driving the campaign. IITigatio~ and recreatton-crosses the p~acenta, affec!s the tritium so that every liter of surface water in areas surrounding 

Many federal radiation protection standards, such as limits developi?g fetus, and can cause early fat led pregnanctes as nuclear power reactors and nuclear weapons sites contains 
on how ~uch residual radiation is allowed in contaminated soil, well.~ birth defects: no more th~ 500 picocuries of tritium. Colorado already has 
are designed to protect "Reference Man," a hypothetical . Thes~ health n.sks are not curren!l~ part ~fregulatory adopted thts standard for the environs of the now-defunct 
Caucasian male, says the report, Science for the Vulnerable: constd.erattons desptte the fact that tntmm discharges are Rocky Flats nuclear site near Denver and the U.S. DOE 
Setting Radiation and Multiple Exposure Environmental occurnng from both nuclear powerreactors and some nuclear agreed to this limit as a site-specific standard in the cleanup 
Health Standards to Protect Those Most at Risk. weap~ns faciliti:~· s?ch as ~he Savannah Ri~e~ Site" in South of Rocky Flats, the report says . 

. ~ot just any white man, the national beneficiary of Caroh.na, ~akhtJam and ~ts col!eagues satd.m a ~tateme~t. "T?e pr:s~nt national drinking water maximum 
extstmg safety standards is 20 to 30 years old, weighs 154 ~tke~tse overloo~ed m offi~tal sta~dards IS ~he mterac~tOn contammant hmit for tritium is 20,000 picocuries per liter," 
pounds, stands five feet seven inches tall, and is Western ofradi~a~veand~hemical poll~o~, whic? combmetomultiply the report says, adding that drinking water standards have 
European or North American in habitat and custom. people s nsk of disease, the scientists said. failed to take into account the non-cancer health risks of 

The trouble, according to campaigners for increased . On October 21.' they joined a coalition of local and exposure to tritium. 
protection, is that women, children and others often are more natiOna~ health, ~n~I~o~ental a~d women~s .organizations; - A bid As lam is an independent journalist and wrote 
sensitive to the harmful effects of radiation or toxic materials academtcs spectaltzmg m terronsm, medtcme and public this piece for the online news service Oneworld.net 

"I've never known a woman to give birth to a full-grow~, health; and politicians i~ deman~ing th~t Pr~si?ent George • 
154-pound 'Reference Man,"' said Mary Brune, eo-founder of Bush order federa! agen~tes t~ revtew thetr radmtton exposure 
Alameda, Califomia-based Making Our Milk Safe. standards. Agencies at Issue mclude the U .S. Department of 

The 1 05-page lEER report sets out to discuss the higher Ene;gy, the Nuclea~ Regulatory Commission, the 
risks to women and girls of certain kinds of cancer, notably Envt~o?me~tal ProtectiOn Agency and the Food and Drug 
thyroid cancer. lt finds that a female infant drinking Admim.sn:atton. . . . 
contaminated milk is 100 times more at risk of thyroid cancer . Existmg.stand~ds fl~ m the face ofprestdenttal orders 
thananadultmale.Forthesamedoseofradiation womenhave tssued by Bill Chnton m 1997 and seconded by Bush, 
a 52 percent greater chance of getting cancer th~ do men. campaigners said in an open letter to the chief executive. 

"Aconsiderableandgrowingbodyofevidenceindicates ."Th: use of,'Reference Man' is not in accord with 
that exposure to radiation and synthetic chemicals is Prestdentt~IExecuttve Order 13.045 on the Protection of Children 
contributing to increasing rates of breast cancer in the u .S. From Envtr?nmental Health ~sks and Safety Risks, which you 
and other industrialized countries " said Jeanne Rizzo a endorsed wtth amendments m 2003," they wrote to Bush. 
registered nurse and executive diredtor of the San Francis~o- The directive instructs federal agencies to address 
based Breast Cancer Fund. children's disproportionate vulnerability to environmental 

"If we change our safety standards to specifically protect hazards, t?ey added. . 
women and girls, we will spend less time, money and Solu~10ns appear a!rea~y to be 1~ hand, .according .to 
heartache treating diseases caused by environmental lEER, ~htch provt~es ~ctenttfic consultmg servtces to offictal 
exposures," Rizzo added. and pnvate organ tzattons. 

There also is some evidence that the children of fathers Useful concepts such as the "maximally exposed 
exposed to radiation around the time they conceived their individual" and the "critical group" already exist and could 

Officials Agree: Any and All Radiation Exposure is Dangerous 
When. a ~diation ex~osure accident happens, major news can say an exposure poses no risk." 
orgam~ttons are qutck to sugarcoat the potential health U.S.DepartmentofEnergy: 
and envtronmental consequences. "[T]he effects oflow levels of radiation are more difficult 

~ost often, the second or third sentence in nuclear to determine because the major effect is a very slight in
acct~e,?t reports inclu~e~ the phrase, "no danger to the crease in cancer risk .... U.S. Government regulations as
public or a more sophtsttcated lullaby. sume that the effects of all radiation exposures are cumula-

.The New York Times is one of the principle fairy tale tive and should be limited as much as reasonably possible." 
spmners. On Dec.' 2, 1989, after a government study U.S.NuclearRegulatoryCommission: 
quadrupled the esttmated damage done by low doses, the " ... any increase in dose no matter how small results in 
Times reported, "B~t even the new estimate that radiation is an incremental increase in risk .... [T]he radiation ~rotection 
a more potent carcmogen than previously believed should community conservatively assumes that any amount of ra
cause no concer~ ~or the average person, expe!is said, diation may pose some risk for causing cancer and heredi
because the pubh~ ts not exposed to enough radtation to tary effect, and that the risk is higher for higher radiation 
exceed levels considered safe." exposures. A linear no-threshold dose-response relationship 

However, federal experts at the agencies that regulate is used to describe the relationship between radiation dose 
radiation exposure agree there is no safe level of exposure and the occurrence of cancer." 
but that each and every dose of ionizing radiation to which U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
we are exposed carries with it a risk of cancer. & the National Institutes of Health: 

Government A~ency Statements: "Ionizing radiation is invisible, high-frequency radiation 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: that can damage the DNA or genes inside the body .... Some 

"Based on current scientific evidence, any exposure to patients who receive radiation to treat cancer or other con
radiation can be ~~ful or can increase the risk of cancer. ... ditions may be at increased cancer risk .... it is possible that 
In other words, tt ts assumed that no radiation exposure is there is a small risk associated with this exposure."- JL 
completely risk free .... [T]here is no level below which we Source citations avo;ilable from Nukewatch 

"Bombplex" A Permanent H-Bomb Industry? 
From the Alliance for Nuclear Accountability production in the guise of consolidation," said Marylia 
On October 19, the DOE announced plans in a programmatic Kelley, Director ofTri-Valley CAREs, located in Livermore, 
environmental impact statement (PETS) for a massive CA. "This is a recipe for reviving the arms race. We who live 
reorganization of the nuclear weapons complex. The in communities next to DOE sites are still experiencing the 
proposed$155billioncomplexisinfactanadd-ontothe10- environmental and health impacts from the first one. We 
year-old so-called "Stockpile Stewardship" of nuclear say, 'Clean up the existing mess, don't make new ones.'" 
warheads. With Complex 2030, the DOE's National Nuclear 

Whatthe DOE has called "Complex 2030" would renew Security Administration (NNSA), which manages its 
nuclear weapons production at a time when the government weapons programs, seems to be pursuing the expanded 
is at war over false allegations of nuclear weapons nuclear first-strike options envisioned in the 2002 Nuclear 
production by Iraq. U.S. production of anew H-bombdubbed Posture Review. 
the "Reliable Replacement Warhead," which would violate In his testimony to Congress in April 2006, Thomas 
elements of the binding Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty, D' Agostino, ofNNSA's military program said, "We seek 
will potentially drive a new nuclear arms race. an ability to design, develop, certify and begin production 

Susan· Gordon, Director of the Alliance for Nuclear of · ·. warheads within 48 months of a decision to begin 
Accountability expressed disbelief. "At a time when the Non- engineering development ... comparable to what we had 
Proliferation Treaty is in dangerofunraveling, it is madness during the Cold War." 
to be planning to rebuild the u .S. nuclear weapons program The Alliance for Nuclear Accountability's Mason 
with new warheads and new military missions. 'Do as I say Lowe explained the government's motive· this way, "This 
and not as I do,' is not a viable foreign policy and will make is an attempt by the DOE to secure its own financial future, 
the world more dangerous." not secure America. Given DOE's track record, the new 

"What we call the DOE's 'Bombplex 2030' offers us 'Bombplex' will soar over budget, which is estimated at 
dangerous, new nuclear weapons development, testing and $155 billion, while failing to achieve its goals." 

Z- Nukewatch Pathfmder 
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~.m""'4 No lft!m~dlate'Danger;· P;ognesi;far a 
Ra:dioa~tivf: Earth, Ro~lie BerteU's 1985 masterpiece, ' 
whic~ took ten years.towrite, (1'he Women's Press, 
London, EnglandWl T2LD; .E;:mail: sales@the-womens~ 

. press.com; WWW.the-WO.Qlens-presS.COtt)) ... 
. . Each is~ excell~ntwork b)roral:x:mtwomen who 
forgedahead doing crjtical research in fields :that were 
particularly 'l'esistaut to women, and producing findings 
that were'unwelcom~ by the nuclear industriallsts. 

These .three women are marvelous studies in 
brilliance arid de~ermination. They ail emphasize the 
cumulative and irreversible danger of genetic mutations 
caused by radiation, which is passed on by the sperm, 
ovum and mothers' milk to future generations. Most of 
us now understan~ that cancers, leukemia, thyroid 

·diseases; infertility and birth defects can be ascribed 
. to radiation. However, the real punch hit me whilereadmg 
1 Alice Stewart'syvqrds~ "Even more than the cancer is 

the threat to future generations: That's what you ought 
i to be reallyafraid of. It's the genetic damage, ~he 
: possibility of sowing bad seeds into the gene pooi 

from \Vhich fut\itegenerati®sar~ drawn .. There wiH be 
a buil~u~of defective genes. intoth'e :population. ·It 
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~on'~be nqticeduntiljt'st~ lat:e~. !he'tl.We!U never 
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When Subsidies End 
Nuclear Power Flops 

By Alan Zibel 

Advocates of nuclear power say it's the best way to meet the 
nation's growing demand for electricity without spewing 
pollutants or global warming gasses into the atmosphere. 

But critics say that once financial incentives passed by 
Congress last year run out, the industry will flop. 

Industry experts say it still remains unclear whether 
investors will lay out the huge capital costs, anywhere from 
$3.4 billion to $6 billion, needed to make a new nuclear reactor 
a reality. 

"We 're going to build new nuclear plants, but no one's 
really sure how much it's going to cost," said Peter Fox
Penner, principal of the Brattle Group, a nuclear power 
consulting firm. 

The federal energy bill passed last year contained a 
lucrative tax credit for the first few new nuclear reactors, as 
well as protections against delays from licensing problems 
and litigation. 

Still, David Lochbaum, a nuclear safety expert with the 
Union of Concerned ScientistS in Washington, DC, said there 
are better uses for taxpayer dollars than subsidies for nuclear 
power reactors. Without those subsidies, he said, companies 
will not be able to make the reactors feasible economically. 

"The track record for the existing fleet of reactors was 
one of very optimistic projections and very costly reality," 
Lochbaum said. "That problem hasn't gone away." 

But proponents say federal dollars will simply give the 
industry the kick -start it needs to get going again. After that 
the industry will be able to stand on its own without 
subsidies. 

"Nuclear power does not need a subsidy long term," 
said Michael J. Wallace, president of Constellation's power 
generation group. 

After the passage of last year's energy bill, power 
companies around the country have rushed to develop their 
own plans for nuclear expansion. 

In an October speech, Dale Klein, chairman of the 
Rockville-based Nuclear Regulatory Commission, said he 
expects the list of potential sites for new reactors around the 
country to grow to 30 or more. 

And the advent of electricity deregulation in the Mid
Atlantic States poses another challenge for the construction 
of nuclear reactors. In deregulated markets like Maryland, 
Constellation and its partners will have to pay for the cost of 
building the reactor without any up-front money from 
consumers. 

"The risk is going to be to us and our financiers," Wallace 
said. "That's why we're going to make darn sure that we 
have very, very high confidence we're not going to run into 
problems." 

By contrast, Duke Energy, which serves North Carolina, 
said this month that it would ask state lawmakers for the 
ability to charge customers for the construction of power 
reactors before they are built. 

- This article appeared in Baltimore Business Journal. 

Canadian Radioactive Waste Dump 
Proposed for Lake Huron 

By Kevin Kamps and Nukewatch Huron and the potential downstream impacts this leak could 

In October, the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission (CNSC) 
heard testimony from U.S. citizens opposed to building a 
low-level radioactive waste dump one half-mile from Lake Huron. 
Canada's Ontario Power Generation (OPG) has proposed the 
dumpsite for its sprawling Bruce nuclear reactor complex on 
Lake Huron's shore, 50 miles east of Michigan. 

The unprecedented plan to permanently bury radioactive 
wastes in the Great Lakes basin threatens the ecology 
downstream for hundreds of thousands of years. 

A lice Hirt, of Don't Waste Michigan in Holland, 
Michigan, said at the hearing, "Such extreme risks demand 
the highest level of scrutiny and independence, not the low
level environmental assessment proposed by the Canadian 
Nuclear Safety Commission." 

OPG's proposal calls for burying all of the so-called 
"low" and "intermediate" level radioactive waste from eight 
reactors at Pickering, four at Darlington near Toronto and 
eight at Bruce in the Province of Ontario on Lake Huron. By 
comparison, Michigan has five nuclear reactors- four still 
operating and one permanently shut down. Most of 
Michigan's "low level" radioactive waste is dumped at a 
leaking site in Bamwell, South Carolina and in Clive, Utah. 
However, some is known to be buried at the local garbage 
dump in Waters Township in Otsego County, just south of 
Gaylord, Michigan. 

Many Michigan towns and cities, such as Bay City, 
Port Huron, Detroit and Monroe, draw their drinking water 
from Lake Huron and points downstream - the St. Clair 
River, Lake St. Clair, the Detroit River and Lake Erie. 

"My constituents depend upon the Great Lakes as a 
source for drinking water," said U.S. Representative John 
Conyers of Michigan's 14th District, which includes parts 
of Detroit and the down river area. "I am very concerned 
about this dump leaking radioactive contamination into Lake 

have on our supply of clean drinking water," Conyers said. 
The battle against the proposed dump has been joined 

by 23 Michigan environmental groups concerned about risks 
of trans-boundary radioactive contamination of the Great 
Lakes. U.S. Rep. Bart Stupak (D-MI) has written to the CNSC 
and Canada's Environment Minister expressing his concern 
about the proposal and has asked the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency and the U.S.-Canadian International Joint 
Commission to investigate. 

"In the 1980s and 1990s, Don't Waste Michigan stopped 
a scheme by eight U .S. states to dump their radioactive waste 
in Michigan," said Michael Keegan of the Coalition for a 
Nuclear-Free Great Lakes in Monroe. "We won't sit idly by as 
the Canadian nuclear establishment attempts to create a nuclear 
sacrifice zone in the heart of the Great Lakes," Keegari said. 

A national coalition of Canadian environmental 
organizations is also fighting the proposal. The indigenous 
Saugeen Ojibway Nations have called on the CNSC for the 
proposed low-level environmental assessment to be 
upgraded to a Panel Review, the highest level environmental 
review under Canadian federal legislation. 

"Our coalition of 72 grassroots groups, representing 
over 200,000 Michigan citizens, is very concerned about the 
precedent of a pennanent dump for radioactive waste anywhere 
on the Great Lakes shoreline," said James Clift, Policy Director 
at the Michigan Environmental Council in Lansing. 

Numerous Canadian and Michigan environmental 
groups called on CNSC to: expand the study area to 
encompass all downstream communities on the Great Lakes, 
including a worst-case accident scenario involving leakage 
of radioisotopes from the dump into Lake Huron; and 
consider alternatives to current large-scale radioactive waste 
incineration at the Bruce nuclear complex. 

- Kevin Kamps is the nuclear waste specialist with the 
Nuclear Information and Resource Service. 

Nuclear Power Can't Save the Climate 
The envionmental group Friends of the Earth deplores 
the International Atomic Energy Agency~ proposal to add 
nuclear nightmares to the global climate crisis. 

BRUSSELS, Belgium - Friends of the Earth Europe has 
chastised the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
for pushing a global energy policy that would promote a 
nuclear revival while· still condemning the world to 
catastrophic climate cfiange. The policy was outlined in the 
I A EA's new "World Energy Outlook," published November 
7. Friends of the Earth Europe has declared the proposals 
dangerous, a threat to the climate and economically unviable. 

Frank van Schaik, nuclear energy campaigner at Friends 
of the Earth Europe, said: 

"Nuclear power is not the solution to the problems of 
climate change and energy security. Nuclear power remains 
the most dangerous form of energy. An accident like the 
1986 explosion of the reactor in Chemobyl in Ukraine could 
happen every day. And the question of what to do with 
highly radioactive waste remains unsolved. We can secure 
the supply of energy 10 times cheaper through investing in 
energy savings instead of new nuclear power. On a level playing 
field, nuclear power is economically insane." (See: "Nuclear 
power: economics and climate protection potential," Rocky 
Mountain Institute; Jan. 2006.) 

Friends of the Earth Europe has demonstrated that 
beyond burdening future generations with a dirty legacy for 
centuries, new nuclear power comes at a high fmancial cost 
for society, if the real costs of nuclear power are properly 
taken iqto account. These costs include century-long waste 
treatment, management and storage, the decommissioning 
of old reactors and the costs of potential accidents. Not a 

single nuclear power station has ever been built without 
massive government subsidies. 

The European Commission has recently started 
investigations concerning illegal state aid for a nuclear power 
reactor currently under construction in Finland. Also, 
contrary to the claims in the World Energy Outlook 2006, 
uranium is a finite resource that, even if nuclear energy 
capacity was kept at present levels, would last only 50 years, 
according to "Nuclear Power: Myth and Reality-The Risks 
& Prospects ofNuclear Power," by Gerd Rosenkranz. (See 
the series of articles at: www.boell.de) 

New nuclear reactors will diminish the world's chances 
to avert the growing climate crisis. Money invested in 
energy-saving measures and renewable energy can achieve 
far greater emission reductions than if invested in nuclear power. 

Friends of the Earth Europe welcomes the 
acknowledgment by the World Energy Outlook 2006 that 
policies and measures to increase energy efficiency will 
yield financial savings exceeding initial extra investment 
costs for energy producers and consumers. But the report 
does not give sufficient prominence to cutting energy 
waste and exploiting the full potential of increasing energy 
efficiency. 

Jan Kowalzig, climate campaigner at Friends of the Earth 
Europe, said: 

Toshiba's.Nuclear Cash Cow 

"We need drastic cuts in greenhouse gas emissions to 
avoid the economic and environmental repercussions of 
catastrophic climate change. But the recommendations of 
the IAEA's World Energy Outlook 2006 would lead to soaring 
emissions for decades. The report's suggestions for reducing 
energy waste are far too weak, and it lacks proposals for 
strong and effective policies to move away from dirty energy 
production into an era of renewable energies." 

By Paul Vos Benkowski 

China's booming economy, Russia's push for economic 
stability, the European Union's lack of energy resources and 
the U.S.' gluttonous appetite for energy has placed the 
nuclear industry in a most advantageous position. There is 
more demand for nuclear power than there is supply and 
there is more cash than there is responsibility. A cash cow to 
be sure, and the profiteers are queuing up around the world. 

First in line is the Toshiba Corporation of Japan. The 
company is poised to carve a third of this cow for itself after 
purchasing the nuclear arm ofWestinghouse Electric from 
British Nuclear Fuels on February 6, 2006 for $5.4 billion. 
Industry watchers hardly batted an eye at the staggering 
cost as China is plannfng to build 32 new reactors over the 
next 15 years, and U.S. companies Duke Energy and 
Progressive Energy plan on using Westinghouse-designed 
reactors for their upcoming utilities. Presently, 40 percent of 
the world's nuclear energy suppliers already use 
Westinghouse technology. The International Energy Agency 
estimates that $200 billion will be spent on nuclear power by 
2030. How could they lose with oil costing money, lives and 
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sovereign states while alternative, safe energy sources are 
struggling for acceptance? 

That few people profit while many lose is nothing new, 
yet when the profits come at a cost of health and livelihood 
there can be no gain worth the further proliferation of nuclear 
reactors. 

The profiteers don't lose, the rest of us do- we who 
work in the uranium mines and reactors; we who pay utility 
bills; and we who live near reactors and unsafe storage 
facilities. We experience compromised health, safety and 
whatever clean environment we have left. We lose money 
through federal taxes that cover reactor accident 
insurance (insurance companies refuse to take the risk) 
and cover the deficit in funding to shut down, dismantle 
and clean up reactor sites. A case in point is the recent $143 
million award granted three east coast nuclear facilities after 
a suit was tiled against the U.S. government for failing to 
take away their private waste reactor fuel rods. The cost of 
isolating radioactive waste for millions of years is not even 
part of today's equation. Yet another hefty price for taxpayers 
to pay toward a nefarious industry. 

Friends of the Earth Europe also exposed the myth that 
nuclear energy is an energy source free of greenhouse gas 
emissions. Nuclear power emits as much C02 as a modem 
gas-fired eo-generation plant. When assessing the overall 
emissions, the whole lifetime of a nuclear power station needs 
to be part of the equation, including fossil fuels burnt during 
uranium mining, processing and transportation, building the 
nuclear power station and its decommissioning, as well as 
long-term waste management, storage and treatment. 

The Gennan Environmental Ministry has said this about 
the nuclear fuel chain, "If one takes into consideration the 
mining of [uranium] resources, the transportation, the 
building and maintaining of nuclear reactors, the distribution 
of the electricity and the necessary additional production of 
heat, then nuclear power does often look worse for climate 
protection than other forms of energy production. 

"A modem gas-tired power station in connection with 
heat production [eo-generation] can be more favorable for 
the climate. Even better for the climate are renewable energies 
and most of all the efficient use of energy." 

-Friends of the Earth Europe 
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Depleted Uranium Update 
By John LaForge The British Campaign Against Depleted Uranium reports: 

78 Busted at DU Profiteer After War Britain Spent Over $727.5 
Resisters Conference Million Developing DU 

The War Resisters Leagues' Deidre Hughes reports that 
more than 60 activists representing 37 grassroots 
organizations met at the University of St. Thomas in 
Minneapolis/St. Paul, Sept. 29-0ct.1, for the first Stopping 
the Merchants of Death conference against war profiteers. 
The conference finished with a nonviolent action on 
Gandhi's birthday, Oct. 2, as 78 people were ticketed while 
trying to deliver a subpoena to Daniel J. Murphy, CEO of 
Alliant Techsystems (ATK). The 78 were released and 
charges are pending. 

The cost to taxpayers of the UK's development of depleted 
uranium munitions (the 120mm "Charm I" and "Charm 3" 
weapon systems) cost £375m or 727.5 million U .S. dollars. 

This past summer, British newspapers reported ofU .S. 
bunker busters being flown to Israel via Scotland's Prestwick 
Airport. Most of the articles quoted U.S. sources and 
claimed that the 4,000 pound GBU-28 bombs contained DU. 

ATK, a $3.5 billion weapons giant (with 15,000 workers, 
50 facilities in 21 states, and representatives in 50 countries) 
makes cluster bombs, bullets, machine guns, rocket motors 
and "depleted uranium" munitions. 

However, try as we might, we have been unable to find 
solid proof that they do. While patents exist for a bunker 
buster with a "dense metal" inside, it is still unclear whether 
deployed munitions of this class contain DU. If they do, it 
would dramatically increase the volume of DU being used in 
warzones, but until we get hard evidence to support the 
theory it remains just that: a theory. 

The War Resisters League (WRL), based in New York 
City, cosponsored the conference with support fromAlliant 
Action, Nukewatch and others. The event was designed to 
form a national network against corporate war profiteering. 

Robert Greenwald's new documentary Iraq for Sale: 
The War Profiteers was screened and experts from around 
the country led discussions of corporate war-making. 
Presenters included representatives from the Arms Trade 
Resource Center, the Vandenberg Action Legal Defense 
Fund, Citizens for Peace in Space, the Pittsburgh Organizing 
Group, the Student Farmworker Alliance, Women Strike for 
Peace and the former Honeywel1 Project. 

BBC: The Government "Ignores" 
Depleted Uranium's Cancer Risk 

After conducting its own investigation, the British 
Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) reported Nov. 1 that DU 
shells are being used "despite warnings they pose a cancer 
risk" to civilians and soldiers. 

Marv Davidov, a key organizer of the event, said, 
"We're going to start a WRL chapter in Minneapolis, and 
we have a great foundation for the national network." 

DU weapons- toxic, radioactive munitions now used 
by U.S. and British forces around the world- have been 
condemned by scientists, veterans' groups, environmental 
organizations, the European Par1iament, peace activists and 
a UN subcommittee. Official Pentagon studies show that 
serious health and environmental risks are caused by 
exposure to the dust created by DU munitions. 

A senior UN scientist told the BBC that a seminal200 1 
World Health Organization (WHO) report that said DU poses 
only a small contamination risk was deliberately skewed. Dr. 
Keith Baverstock, who worked on the WHO report, said 
research conducted by the U.S. military suggests that DU can 

Well known folksingers and humorists joined with 
internationally renowned activists in making the conference 
robust and encouraging. 

- Alliant Action vigils every Wednesday at 7 a. m. at 
ATK's Edina, Minnesota headquarters. 

Are There Alliant Techsystems Protest Sites Near You? 
Alliant Techsystems, Inc. (ATK) is the country's biggest producer of depleted uranium munitions. It also 
produces cluster bombs, land mines, machine guns and rocket motors.ATKhas approximately 15,000 employees 
located in more than 50 facilities in 21 states, with representatives in more than 50 countries. There's possibly 
a site for protest and resistance near you. These are ATK's 34 U.S.Iocations: 

World Headquarters 
Mission Systems Group 
5050 Lincoln Drive 
Edina, Minnesota 55436 
Phone: 952-351-3000 
propulsion.space@atk.t:om 

Space Systems and Sensors Division 
678 Discovery Drive, Suite 300 
Huntsville, Alabama 35806 
Phone:256-922-5540 

Propulsion and Controls Division 
6033 East Bandini Boulevard 
Commerce, California 90040 
Phone:323-722-0222 

Space Systems and Sensors Division 
250 Klug Circle 
Corona, California 92880 
Phone: 951-520-7300 

Advanced Weapons Division 
ATK Proving Ground 
23100 Sugar Bush Road Northwest 
Elk River, Minnesota 55330 
Phone:763-44l-1492 
advanced.weapons@atk.com 

Space Systems and Sensors Division 
300 N. Continental Boulevard, Suite 300 
El Segundo, California 90245 
Phone: 310-335-0505 

Space Systems and Sensors Division 
600 Pine Avenue 
Goleta, California 93117 
Phone:805-685-2262 

Space Systems and Sensors Division 
5017 North 30th Street 
Colorado Springs, Colorado 80919 
Phone: 719-633-2344 

Advanced Weapons Division 
21301 Burbank Boulevard. Suite 100 
Woodland Hills, California 91367 
Phone: 818-887-0844 

Space Systems and Sensors Division 
23052Aicalde Drive, Suite A 
Laguna Hills, California 92653 
Phone: 949-465-8939 

Space Systems and Sensors Division 
I 0 Ragsdale Drive, Suite 20 I 
Monterey, California 93940 
Phone: 831-372-0401 
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Space Systems and Sensors Division 
16707 Via Del Campo Court 
San Diego, California 92171 
Phone:858-592-2509 

Space Systems and Sensors Divison 
9617 Distribution Avenue 
San Diego, California 92121 
Phone:858-621-5700 

Space Systems and Sensors Division 
735 State Street 
P.O. Drawer 719 
Santa Barbara, California 93102 
Phone:805-963-8761 

Space Systems and Sensors Division 
1224 Commerce Court, Suite I 
Lafayette, Colorado 80026 
Phone:720-887-2422 

Integrated Systems Division 
P.O. Box 4648 
Clearwater, Florida 33758 
Phone:727-572-l900 

Space Systems and Sensors Division 
Southern Composites Center 
P.O. Box 990 
luka, Mississippi, 38852 
Phone:662-423-7774 

Palm Beach Gardens, Florida 
Propulsion and Controls Division 
300 Village Square Crossing, Suite 201 
Palm Beach Gardens, Florida 334 I 8 
Phone:561-776-7747 

Propulsion and Controls Division 
P.O. Box241 
Elkton, Maryland 21922 
Phone:410-392-1000 
elktonproducts@atk.com 

Space Systems and Sensors Division 
New England Microwave Lab 
65 South Street, Suite 1 05 
Hopkinton, Massachusetts 01748 
Phone:508-497-9457 

Tactical Systems Division 
Allegany Ballistics Labomtory 
210 State Route 956 
Rocket Center, West Virginia 26726 
Phone:304-726-5000 
tactical.systems@atk.com 

Advanced Weapons Division 
8560 Cinderbed Road, Suite 700 
Newington, Virginia 22122 
Phone: 703-339-6500 

Space Systems and Sensors Division 
Building 205 (I B) 219 North 530 West 
Ogden, UT 84404 
Phone: 801-334-6408 

Space Systems and Sensors Division 
P.O. Box 98 , HIS I 
Magna, Utah 84044 
Phone: 801-251-8420 

Space Systems and Sensors Division 
1700 North Research Park Way 
Logan, Utah 84341 
Phone:435-753-8565 

Advanced Weapons Division 
4700 Nathan Lane 
Plymouth, Minnesota 55442 
Phone:763-744-5312 
advanced.weapons@atk.com 

Space Systems and Sensors Division 
Composites Center P.O. Box 160433 
Clearfield, Utah 84016 
Phone:801-775-1262 

Integrated Systems Division 
4201 North Main Street, Suite 230 
Fort Worth, Texas 76106 
Phone: 817-378-0110 

Propulsion and Controls Division 
207 Big Springs Avenue 
Tullahoma, Tennessee 37388 
Phone:931-455-2617 

Space Systems and Sensors Division 
3975 Research Boulevard 
Dayton, Ohio 45430 
Phone:937-429-9261 

Propulsion and Controls Division 
77 Raynor Avenue 
Ronkonkoma, New York 11779 
Phone:631-737-6100 

Advanced Weapons Division 
NMIMT-EMRTC Industrial Park 
Delta & Bmvo Road 
Socorro, New Mexico 87801 
Phone:505-835-5803 

Advanced Weapons Division 
5001 Indian School Road Northeast 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110 
Phone:505-768-7600 

Space Systems and Sensors Division 
589 West Hollis Street, Suite 20 I 
Nashua, New Hampshipe 03062 
Phone:603-886-8860 

"Damn it, It m a brain surge<;rt. ;,otflc rocket scientist/" 
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cause cancer but that this information was suppressed and 
withheld from the final analysis. 

"There is no scientific or medical evidence to link 
depleted uranium with the ill health of people living in the 
Gulf region," the UK Ministry ofDefensetold the BBC. The 
statement is contradicted by "other senior scientists pointing 
to worrying health statistics in Iraq, which show a.rise in cancer 
and birth defects," said the BBC's Angus Stickler. 

Dr. Baverstock was a senior radiation advisor with 12 
years experience at the WHO and part of the report's editorial 
team. He descn'bed U .S. military research indicating a process 
called "genotoxicity," which begins when DU dust is inhaled. 
"The particles that dissolve pose a risk-part radioactive and 
part from the chemical toxicity in the lung," he said. He said the 
material enters the body and blood stream, potentially 
affecting bone marrow, the lymphatic system and the 
kidneys. This research was stripped from the UN analysis. 

The BBC asked Dr. Baverstock Nov. 1, "Why do you 
think your study was, as you say, suppressed?" Baverstock 
said," ... the member states have their own agendas." 

The BBC asked, "What you seem to be saying there is 
that the WHO was pressured by the likes of the United States 
to come to the right conclusion?" 

Baverstock said, "I think that could be the case, yes." 

Peacemaker Teams Target DU 
Production At Two Sites 

By Bob Nichols, The San Francisco Bay View 

JONESBOROUGH, Tennessee - The Chicago-based 
Christian Peacemaker Teams (CPT) announced Dec. I the 
start of a 1 0:--day prayer vigil at the Aerojet Ordnance factory 
here. Aerojet produces armor-piercing DU munitions for the 
U.S. military. 

CPT also announced a second prayer vigil at the Alliant 
Techsystems factory in Rocket Center, West Virginia (see 
1ist at left), and said it will conduct meetings with level 
residents and Alliant workers to provide them with various 
perspectives on this deadly radioactive weaponry. 

A CPT spokesperson said, "The Alliant Tech' annual 
corporate statement ... proclaimed proudly the weapons 
factory had manufactured 18 million uranium tank penetrator 
rods for the U .S. military. At slightly more than 10 pounds of 
radioactive uranium apiece, that is more than 190 million 
pounds ofweaponized uranium ... a genocidal weapon." 

CPT said, "Using the same calculation method that the 
UKAtomic Energy Authority employed in its 1990 projection 
of potential DU consequences in Iraq, the estimated 95,400 
tons of DU from the Alliant factory could result in as many 
as 954 million cancers within the next 10 years."(More 
information & a list ofCPT demands at: www.stop-du.org) 

- Bob Nichols is a correspondent for the San Francisco 
Bay View. 

The Pathfinder is the quarterly newsletter of 
Nukewatch, a project of 

The Progressive Foundation 
a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization founded 

in 1981 by Samuel H. Day, Jr. 

Progressive Foundation Board of Directors 
John LaForge, Molly Mechtenberg-Berrigan, 

Michele Naar-Obed, Jeff Peterson, 
Beth Preheim, Bonnie Urfer & Gail Vaughn 

Nukewatch Staff 
Bonnie Urfer, John LaForge 

& Paul Vos Benkowski 

Volunteers 
John Adams, John Bird, Muriel Fitzgerald, 

John Heid, Jane Hosking, Sue Katt, 
Linda Miles, Patty Olson & Nancy Stewart 

The Pathfinder submission deadlines: 
Nov. 15, Feb. 15, May 15 &Aug. 15. 

Suggested subscription donation: $25/yr. 
The Progressive Foundation & Nukewatch 

P.O. Box 649, Luck, Wl 54853 
Phone: (715) 472-4185 

Email: nukewatch@lakeland.ws 
Web: www.nukewatch.com 

Winter 2006-07 



N c EAR SHORTS 
An Iranian Invitation: Inspect it for Yourself 

TEHRAN, Iran- If you have ever wanted to see the inside 
of a pressurized nuclear reactor, Iran coul? be the ~ext 
adventure vacation for you. In an apparent b1d to convmce 
the world that its nuclear program is peaceful, Iran's President 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad announced in November that he 
would allow foreign tourists [potentially including U .S. spies] 
access to all nuclear sites in Iran. Now, as the Tourism and 
Cultural Heritage Organization of Iran studies ways to make 
this possible, Iranian tour operators are anticipating a boom 
in business. The United States discourages, but does not 
ban, its citizens from visiting Iran, according to the State 
Department's web site. -New York nmes, Oct. I 5, 2006 

Workers Contaminated atAreva & EeoSolutions 

RICHLAND, Washington - One worker was exposed to 
radioactive hydrogen fluoride vapor Oct. 23 at the Areva 
nuclear fuel fabrication facility in Richland, Washington. The 
NRC is investigating the incident, and the "dry conversion" 
equipment, blamed for the exposure, has been shut down. 
Two workers entered the dry conversion building and 
detected an unusual odor, immediately left the process area 
and reported to the first-aid station. The same evening one 
of the workers was admitted to the hospital. According to 
Areva, the radioactive gas leaked from a deteriorated weld. 
"At the levels believed to be in the process area, the workers 
would have had to be exposed for at least 30 minutes for 
there to be long-term health concerns," according to Bob 
Link, Areva's manager of environmental health, safety and 
licensing. (See "Falsely Assured," p. 3) 

In November, three workers were contaminated with 
americium at Pacific EcoSolutions (PEcoS), also in Rich land, 
Washington. One worker not wearing a respirator br~a!hed 
in the americium. The worker was found to have amencmm, 
a radioactive isotope produced by the decay of plutonium, 
in his lungs. 

Dave Dalton, president ofPEcoS, said the exact radiation 
dose was not known. Yet, when speaking to the press, Earl 
Fordham, a Regional Director of the Washington State 
Department of Health's Office of Radiation Protection, said 
the dose received by the americium contaminated worker 
appeared to be near the legal limit for annual exposure. 
Fordham even claimed the worker was unlikely to see any 
health effects, all without knowing the exposure level. All 
three employees were given a chelating agent that binds to 
heavy metals to strip radiation out of the body. If americium 
stays in the body, it continues to expose surrounding tissue 
to radiation, increasing the risk of cancer. 

Drums with contamination on the outside had been 
shipped from an out-of-state customer. Pacific EcoSolution, 
Inc. treats both low-level radioactive waste and rad waste 
mixed with hazardous chemicals from commercial nuclear 
reactors, hospitals, DOE facilities, etc. 

- Richland, Washington's Tri-City Herald, Nov. 2 & 4, 2006 

Illegal Nuclear Waste Dumping in the Pacific 

THE PHILIPPINES - A barge named Chery/ Ann being 
pulled by a tug namedJacob en route to the Philippines ":as 
intercepted by officers of the Enforcement and Secunty 
Services of the Bureau of Customs and found to be hauling 
an estimated one million liters of liquid nuclear waste 
intended for unregulated and illegal dumping in the waters 
of the Philippine Islands. The radioactive waste came from 
the A imeliik reactor on the island nation ofPalau. According 
to the Philippino Bureau of Customs, this is not the first 
shipment of nuclear waste intended for illegal dumping in 
and around the Philippines. Customs Commissioner 
Napoleon Morales, who ordered an investigation into the 
incident, said that charges would be filed against those 
responsible and he added, "Definitely, heads would roll." 

- The Manila Times, Sept. 5, 2006 

Radioactive Sewage Disposal 

PEMBROKE, Ontario- In a glowing plan set forth by SRB 
Technologies ofPembroke, Ontario, radioactive tritium would 
be dumped into the city's sewers where it would mix with 
sewage flushed by residents, in the vain hope for "immediate 
dilution" before emptying into the Ottawa River. SRB 
Technologies makes glow-in-the-dark lights that do not run 
on electricity, but tritium. Not surprisingly, the groundwater 
around SRB's facilities is contaminated with tritium. One . 
wen has radioactivity levels eight times the Ontario drinking 
water standard. After a brief shutdown, the company was 
allowed to resume production, though only on days that it 
didn't rain. The company is presently seeking a way by which 
it could catch the contaminated rainwater runoff, hold it in 
tanks and then be allowed to release the contaminated water 
into the Ottawa River. An unnamed spokesperson was chosen 
to deliver the line that makes us all shudder, "No significant 
risk to the public would exist as a result of releases of the 
diverted rainfall." -Bell Globe Media Publishing, Oct. 26, 2006 

Yucca Mountain Dump Boosters Pushing Hard 

WASHINGTON, DC-Senator Pete Domenici, R- NM, has 
introduced legislation that would put under DOE jurisdiction 
147,000 acres of land around Yucca Mountain that is now 
controlled by either the Bureau of Land Management, the 
Air Force or the Nevada Test Site. Domenici's bill includes 
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land required for a proposed railroad spur to move re~ct~r 
fuel rods from 131 sites around the country. The bdl, 1f 
approved, would also raise the amount of waste allowed at 
the ill-fated Yucca Mt. site, now limited to 70,000 tons. 

Dump opponents say the legislation can't overcome 
the scientific roadblocks that plague the site, the most recent 
of which is a report about ancient volcanoes in the area. 
Greg Valentine, a government volcanologist ~t the Los 
Alamos National Laboratory, wrote the report whtch appears 
in the November issue of the Bulletin of the Geological 
Society of America. 

The Nuclear Waste Acceleration to Yucca bill-or NU
WAY- even allows military waste to be accepted at Yucca 
Mt. with civilian waste soon to follow, after the NRC 
app~ves an above-ground storage facility at the site, slated 
for 2010. - U.S. Senate Committee on Energy and Natural 
Resources, Sept. 27; United Press International, Oct. 3; & 
Discovery News, Nov. 8, 2006 

Don't Drink the Well Water 

IDAHO FALLS, Idaho- The Eastern Snake River Aquifer 
has been radioactively contaminated by the federal Idaho 
National Engineering Laboratory (INEL). At INEL, enriched 
uranium has for years been separated from irradiated reactor 
fuel, most of which is from shipboard propulsion reactors. A 
so-called "Idaho Cleanup Project" is being attempted, at a 
cost of $2.9 billion, at buildings and reactors no longer in 
use at the 870-square-mile site. 

"We're not even watering the grass," said Amy Lientz, 
the project's public relations director. The aquifer is 60 m!les 
wide and 170 miles long, covers about I 0,800 square mtles 
and holds about 250 million acre-feet of water. An acre-foot 
is enough water to cover an acre a foot deep. Idaho's 
Department of Water Resources estimates that about 7,500 
of Idaho's l 0,000 irrigation wells take water from the Sn~e 
River Aquifer, as do about 47,000 ofldaho's 70,000 domestic 
drinking water wells. From 1952 to 1970, INEL workers 
pumped more than 16 billion gallons of .radio~ctive 
wastewater into "injection wells" that were dnlled dtrectly 
into the aquifer.- [Helena, Montana]lndependent Record, Nov. 
16, 2006; EPA Report 104890008952, Nov. 2005; Deadly Defonse: 
Military Radioactive Landfills, 1988, p. 51. 

Nuclear-Free Zone Opposed by Nuclear-Armed States 

CENTRAL ASIA - Highlighting government nuclear 
hypocrisy, the five former Soviet Republics of~azak~stan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and Turkmemstan stgned 
a new treaty setting up a nuclear-free zone in Central Asia
against fierce opposition from the U.S., France and Gr~at 
Britain. Such an agreement should be celebrated as a maJor 
step toward a nuclear-free world as well as a comfort to the 
people of those countries who have long suffered the fallout 
from the 500 or so nuclear test explosions conducted by the 
Soviet Union between 1949 and 1989. Yet the U.S. military 
objected to the loss of a tactical nuclear launch site in a 
strategic area of the world, close to Afghanistan, close to 
Iran and the vast energy reserves in the Caspian Basin. The 
Central Asian Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone joins four others 
in renouncing nuclear weapons; Latin America, parts of 
Africa, Southeast Asia and the South Pacific. - New York 
Times; Anns Control Association, Sept. 15, 2006 

Radioactive Leak in South Carolina 

PLAITS, South Carolina-The South Carolina Department 
of Health and Environmental Control announced that cracks 
in the walls of concrete waste "vaults" at the Savannah 
River Site (SRS) were leaking radioactive waste. The leaks 
were discovered by the DOE which informed the Department 
of Health and Environmental Control. This was not the first 
time leaks were discovered at Savannah River. Just two days 
before the recent leaks were discovered, the Department of 
Health issued a draft permit allowing the SRS's operators to 
dispose of millions of gallons of additional waste in similar 
vaults at the site. Shelly Sherritt, a federal facilities liaison at 
the state Department of Health and Environmental Control, 
downplayed the severity of the leak. The liquid that seeped 
out of the cracks was radioactive, but it was "not a large 
amount or anything that would cause a groundwater 
problem.":- Platts News Service, Oct. 5, 2006 

European Nuclear Waste Thrown at the Poor 

MOGADISHU, Somalia- The force of the 2004 tsunami 
swept across the Indian Ocean and killed nearly 300 ~?pie 
in war-tom Somalia. Yet, the storm revealed a far more s1mster 
force affecting poor African countries. European countries 
have been dumping radioactive waste a short distance 
offshore for more than a decade. Some of these containers, 
filled with radioactive waste, lead, cadmium, mercury, flame 
retardants and hospital waste from Europe, were thrown 
ashore and broken open by the storm. The UN has said that 
an "unknown number of people died from breathing toxic 
dust and fumes." This revelation was only the first layer of 
abuse. According to the UN Environment Program (UNEP), 
Italy and Switzerland, among others, have taken advantage 
of the civil strife in Somalia to strike deals with local warlords 
allowing unregulated and illegal dumping oftoxic waste in 
return for money to finance their armies. The release of the 
deadly wastes resembles the devastation of chemical warfare. 
Resulting health problems include acute respiratory 

infections, dry heavy coughing, bleeding from the lungs, 
abdominal hemorrhaging, skin reactions and sudden death 
from inhalation. - London Sunday Herald, Oct. I, 2006 

Closed 30 Years, NASA's Reactor Still Polluting 

SANDUSKY. Ohio - The National Aeronautic & Space 
Agency's (NASA) Plum Brook research reactor, which 
operated from 1961 to 1973, has contaminated a creek that 
flows into Lake Erie's Sandusky Bay. The space agency 
blames the problem on a pin-hole leak in a fuel rod removed 
from the reactor core in 1968. The NRC is considering whether 
more hot-spots need to be removed. All of the Pentolite 
Ditch -NASA property that lies between the reactor and 
Plum Brook-will be excavated. All three and one-half miles 
of pipe to be cleaned lie 46 f~t undergr~und. Th.e ~ost of 
constructing the small reactor m 1958 was $15.~llhon. Its 
decommissioning was fmt estimated at $160 mllhon. Now, 
four years behind schedule, it will cost tens of millions more. 

-Toledo Blade, Oct. 18, 2006 

Plutonium-spewing California Lab Fined S500,M 

LIVERMORE, California - After dozens of previous 
violations, the DOE has again fined the Livermore National 
Lab, this time $588,000, for exposing five employees to 
plutonium. The DOE found that "chronic airborne radiation 
levels were identified" for nearly four months. The exposures 
occurred while workers were packaging nuclear wastes. 
Initially the private contractor that managed the mobile waste 
packing facility was fined $192,500 for its role in the accident. 
Quick to shirk the blame, a lab spokesperson held the 
contractor solely responsible for the exposure. The DOE 
countered by clearly outlining the federal lab's primary role 
in the exposure and levying the half-million dollar fine. This 
fine is the sixth monetary judgment against the University 
of California-managed lab since 1988. In a disturb!ng e~d 
note, no one is obliged to pay the $500,000- the umvers1ty 
is exempted by statute from nuclear safety fines and 
penalties. So, with no real responsibility for worker safety or 
environmental health, look for further carelessness and 
meaningless fines to be exacted against the troubled 
Livermore Lab.-Tri-Valley CAREs' Citizens Watch, March 2006 

Steam Blast Shuts Down Nuclear Reactor 

SURRY, Virginia- Two nuclear reactors were shut down 
recently after steam in a turbine building blew the sheet 
metal siding off the building and onto the nearby power 
lines that supply electricity to the reactor's safety sys!ems. 
Dominion Resources, the owners of the reactor, are trymg to 
figure out why the steam was released in the first place. 
Water is heated by the reactors and is transferred through 
pipes to the turbine building. Once the giant ~ipes .enter the 
turbine building, the pipes with the heated radtoacttve water 
feed into tubes that are filled with water that never touch the 
radioactive water. The nonradioactive water is heated and 
turns to steam, which powers a turbine and generator that 
send electricity to the power grid. Dominion was quick to 
point out that the steam was nonradioactive. The reactor 
was shut down while repairs were made. 

-[Hampton Roads, VA] Daily Press, Oct. 9, 2006 
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Email: info@cadu.org.uk; Web: www.cadu.org.uk 
* Christian Peacemaker Teams, Chicago, IL; Phone: (773) 
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Email: auntynuke@aol.com; Web: dwmi.homestead.com 
*Friends of the Earth-Europe, Brussels, Belgium, 
Phone: +32-2-542-6105; Web: foeeurope.org 
* Jonah House, Baltimore, MD; Phone: (410) 233-6238; 
Email: disannnow@verizon.net; Web: Jonahhouse.org 
* Loaves & Fishes Community, Duluth, MN; 
Phone (2 18) 728-0629; Email: obedsindulu~@yahoo.com 
*Michigan Environmental Council, Lansmg, MI; Phone (517) 
487-9539; Email: info@mecprotects.org; Web: mecprotects.org 
*Nuclear Information & Resource Service, Takoma Park, MD; 
Phone: (301) 270-6477; Email: nirs@nirsnet.org; Web: nirs.org 
* Pittsburgh Organizing Group, Pittsburgh, PA; 
Email: pog @mutualaid.org; Web: organizepittsburgh.org 
* Rocky Mountain Institute, Snowmass, Colo.; 
Phone: (970) 927-385 I; Web: nni.org 
* School of the Americas Watch, Washington, DC; Phone: 
(202) 234-3440; Email: info@soaw.org; Web: soaw.org 
. * Student Farm worker Alliance, lmmokalee, FL; Phone: (239) 
657-8311· Email: organize@sfalliance.org; Web: sfalliance.org 
* Tri-Vailey CAREs, Communities Against a Radioactive 
Environment,Livemore, Calif.; Phone: (925) 443-7148; 
Email: marylia@earthlink.net; Web: trivalle)'cares.org 
* Vandenberg Action Legal Defense Fund, 
Web: vpeaceldf.org 
* Witness Against Torture, Phone: (347) 683-4928; 
Web: witnesstorture.org 
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North Korean Hullabaloo 
By Paul Vos Benkowski 

At the heart off ear is the unknown and at the heart of North 
Korea is Kim Jong-11. Once known as North Korea's .. Dear 
Leader," he is now demystified to "General Secretary of the 
Worker's Party of Korea." By either name he is the country's 
malevolent dictator who keeps the populace starved, 
impoverished and imprisoned while the rest of the world 
wonders, "What's he building in there?" On Oct. 9, 2006, 
North Korea answered the question when it detonated a 
sub-kiloton nuclear weapon at an underground site near 
P' unggye. It was no real surprise because North Korea 
announced in February 2005 that it had a nuclear weapon. 
Even though many claims by North Korea are difficult to 
verify, after seismic analysis of the region the news was 
made certain, and the unknown that had been at the heart of 
fear became known. Another country has joined the ever
expanding nuclear club. 

North Korea's nuclear pursuit began in 1952 when Kim 
Jong-ll's father Kim 11 Sung, "The Great Leader," founded 
the Atomic Energy Research lnstitute and Academy of 
Scientists. In 1956 he signed a deal with the Soviet Union 
aJJowing Korean scientists to study Soviet facilities. This 
was a fortuitous agreement, which led to the Soviet Union 
supervising the construction of the Yongbyon Nuclear 
Research Center and Jlso sharing plutonium reprocessing 
technology in the 1970s. Shortly thereafter, North Korean 
specialists modernized the reactor, increasing the capacity 
to eight megawatts, switching to fuel enriched to 80 percent 
and building a five megawatt research reactor commonly 
referred to as the "second reactor." These modifications 
aJJowed for the production of nuclear weapons. ln 1977. 
North Korea and the Soviet Union signed on with the 
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), purportedly 
to ensure that certain regulations had been satisfied and 
that inspections of the facilities would become routine. Once 
signed, North Korea was welcomed into the "club." 

From 1977 on, the IAEA, Russia and Germany were 
instrumental in assisting North Korea with uranium mining 
and enrichment. There is a history of conflicting reports 
about the extent of North Korea's uranium program. Most 
early reports stem from Russian scientists who have visited 
the five main mines in North Korea. The estimated amount 
of production ran from 200,000 to 300,000 metric tons of 
uranium ore. Then in 1998, North Korea claimed to have 4.5 
million tons of uranium ore and like most Pyong Yang 
assertions, this could not be verified. StiJJ, the same Russian 
scientists who have visited North Korea say that its mining 
and milling capabilities produce 2,000 tons of natural uranium 
per year. This is roughly equal to the level of uranium 
production in the U.S. What is certain is that North Korea has 
substantial uranium deposits, the refining hardware and the 
wherewithal to use it as reactor fuel to make plutonium, in other 
words, everything one would need to make a nuclear weapon. 

In the 1980s, North Korea sought to fully realize its 
nuclear capabilities. It began constructing a 200-megawatt 
nuclear reactor, two nuclear reprocessing facilities and a 
secret reactor near the established Russian-built Yongyon 
reactors. Hand-in-hand with this flurry of expansion came 
more high-explosive detonation tests. All of this activity 
struck the world community as disconcerting at best, so 
under international pressure North Korea signed the Non
Proliferation ofNuclear Weapons Treaty (NP1) on December 
12,1985. 

According to the NPT, countries have 18 months to 
satisfy the "safeguards agreement" with the IAEA, which is 
supposed to ensure that any nuclear research conducted in 
a country is only for peaceful purposes. Due to an 
unimaginable administrative oversight, North Korea was 
allowed 36 months to comply with the "safeguard 
agreement" North Korea missed the deadline and. rather 
than satisfy the agreement took a belligerent turn demanding 
that the U .S. withdraw its own nuclear weapons from South 
Korea, weapons that bad been in South Korea since the end 
ofthe Korean War in 1953. 

What followed was ardent diplomacy between North 
and South Korea and the U .S. South Korea's president Rob 
Tae Woo took the first steps toward establishing a 
hannonious Korean peninsula, promoting North-South 
exchanges, family reunification, inter-Korean trade and 
greater contact in international forums. Later, for the fll'St 
time since the end of the conflict, Rob Tae Woo offered to 
discuss security matters with the North. High level talks 
began in 1989, and by late in 1991, North and South Korea 
signed two major agreements : the Agreement. on 
Reconciliation, Nonaggression, Exchanges and Cooperation, 
also known as the "basic agreement," and the Declaration 
on the Denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula, also known 
as the "joint declaration." In the "joint declaration." ":<>th 
sides promised ... "not to test, manufacture, produce, rece1ve, 
possess, store, deploy or use nuclear weapons." They also 
agreed not to possess nuclear reprocessing and uranium 
enrichment facilities. 

While this agreement was being finalized, George H. W. 
Bush complied with the "denuclearization" of the Korean 
peninsula under the guise of a unilateral disarmament 
initiative signed in September 1991. This initiative withdrew 
tactical nuclear weapons from all overseas locations, except 
480 bombs deployed in a half dozen NATO countries in 
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Europe. U.S. withdrawal of nuclear weapons fr?m S~uth 
Korea was largely done in deference to the Sov1et Umon. 
Despite South Korea's assertion that all nuclear weapons were 
removed, the U .S. was slow in afftrming the withdrawal which 
further threatened the tenuous agreement On Dec. 18, 1991 
Roh Tae-Woo declared, "As l speak, there do not exist any 
nuclear weapons whatsoever anywhere in the Republic of 
Korea." When asked about Roh T~ Woo's declaration, George 
H. W. Bush quipped, "I heard what Rob said and I'm not going 
to argue with him." 

The U.S. kept and still keeps a "nuclear umbrella" over 
the Korean peninsula in the form oflong-range missiles kept 
on Trident submarines. The "nuclear umbrella" was seen as 
a deterrent to the implicit trust set forth in the denuclearization 
agreement and gave the North cause for trepidation. 

On Jan. 30, 1992, North Korea fmally signed the 
"safeguard agreement" set forth in the NPT back in 1985. 
This allowed for I AEA inspections of all nuclear facilities 
inside North Korea. ln March of I 992 North and South Korea 
established the Joint Nuclear Control Commission, which 
was mandated to verify that there were no longer nuclear 
weapons on the peninsula. yet the two sides failed to agree 
on the main issue of a bilateral inspection regime. The inability 
of the two sides to agree on this basic tenet led to stalled 
talks on just about everything else the two sides bad to 
discuss, from economic cooperation to freeing up border 
travel. North Korea finally gave in enough to allow for IAEA 
inspections, yet this promising development was halted 
when the North refused special inspections of two 
unreported facilities suspected of holding nuclear waste. 
This refusal strengthened the international community's 
suspicion ofNorth Korea's nuclear weapons program. 

On March 12, 1993, North Korea threatened to withdraw 
from the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. The UN and the 
U.S. scrambled to keep North Korea talking. These talks 
emphasized the North-South denuclearization, su~nding 
the North 's withdrawal from the NPT and keepmg the 
peninsula one big happy family. A series of high level talks 
continued until July 8, 1994, when North Korea's "Great Leader" 
Kim ll Sung unexpectedly died. The talks restm1ed in August 
and concluded with the signing of the "Agreed Framework." 
Also it was on Oct. 8, 1997, that Kim Jong-11 officially took 
control ofNorth Korea, not as its president (thereby assuring 
no need for elections to confum his legitimacy), but as the 
General Secretary of the Worker's Party of Korea In 1998, this 
position was declared to be ''the highest post of the state," 
thus settling any question as to who was in charge. 

There is no need to delve too deep into the "Agreed 
Framework" because it is no longer agreed. Still, there are a 
few provisions worthy of thought !he first is North Ko~·s 
promise to stop all nuclear operations ~d all constructJ?n 
of nuclear facilities. The second is the Umted States' prom1se 
to provide enough oil to match the energy lost from shutting 
down a nuclear reactor or two. The delivery of this oil, at a 
rate of 500 000 metric tons annually, would cease with the 
completio~ of the first light wate.r re_actor to be .built by an 
international consortium. The th1rd IS the prom1se that the 
U.S. will establish an international consortium that will 
finance and build two "proliferation-resistant" light water 
reactors. As with most international agreements, these 
promises became bones of contention that eventually led to 
the disintegration of the "Agreed Framework" an? to !he 
North'sofficial withdrawal ftom theNuclearNon-Proliferatton 
Treaty on January 10,2003. 

That action began a most belligerent period leading to 
our present state ofwony over North Korea and their nuclear 
ambitions, beginning with North Korea removing seals and 
disabling U.N. monitoring cameras, restarting nuclear 
facilities and threatening "World War ITT" if the U.S. takes 
any action to stop the progress. Then in his first State of the 
Union address, George W. Bush named North Korea a 
member of an " Axis of Evil," along with Iran and Iraq, only 
to follow this with a push for North Korea to enter into "six
party" talks with South Korea., Russia, China, Japan and the 
U.S. Like the "Agreement on Reconciliation" and the 
"Declaration on the Denuclearization of the Korean 
Peninsula," the agreement with the TAEA, the signing of the 
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty and the "Agreed 
Framework," the progress made in the six-party talks has 
faltered at every step. And it now appears, as of Dec. I, 2006, 
that North Korea is in possession of nuclear weapons as 
well as the missiles with which to deliver them. 

So despite years of diplomacy, there seems to be no 
stopping North Korea and its nuclear campaign - a 
campaign that started under the faulty premise that nuclear 
power is safe, singular in use and regulated by an international 
agency. As we have seen with both developed and 
developing nations, the nuclear industry is one of the great 
dangers threatening the world today. Countries like North 
Korea., who use the fear of a preemptive attack to justify the 
development of nuclear weapons, cannot be easily disarmed, 
deterred or dissuaded, leaving the rest of the world to fear 
what is unknown and what is now well known. 

-Sources: Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, 
CBC, Senate Committee Report of Foreign Relations 
Hearing, January 21, 2004, Arms Control Today 
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Jobn Heid greets Jane Hosklng upon her release from the 
federal prison camp at Pekin, Illinois on Oct. 6, 2006. 

Nukewatch Staffer & 
Volunteer Released 

from Federal Prison 
School of the Americas Protest Biggest Ever 

LUCK, Wisconsin - Nukewatch staffer and Pathfinder 
editor John Laforge, and long-time Nukewatcb volunteer 
Jane Hosking, were among five human rights activists 
released from federal prison camps Oct. 6, after serving six 
months for trespassing at a protest of the U .S. Army's School 
of the Americas, now called Western Hemisphere institute 
for Security Cooperation. 

Hosking and Laforge- both members of Anathoth 
Community Farm, an ecological and anti-war intentional 
community in northwest Wisconsin - did the time in 
minimum security camps in Pekin, Illinois, and Duluth, 
Minnesota, respectively. 

A total of 27 activists were sent to federal prison for 
between one and six months for the November 2005 protest 
at the SOA in Columbus, Georgia. 

The infamous school - which trains Latin American 
soldiers in counterinsurgency - has been the object of 
protest and resistance for 16 years, especially since 1996 
when it was forced to divulge the use of"torture manuals." 
The manuals had been distributed to militaries "around the 
world" by the U.S. Army Foreign Intelligence Assistance 
Program and by the Special Forces Mobile Traini teams. 

Photo by Barb Delaney 
John La Forge, with comet, was greeted by Amy Wilson and 
friends upon release from federal prison camp. 

Denounced world wide and pulled from circulation by 
the Pentagon, as many as 1,000 copies ofthe manuals were 
never retrieved and remain disbursed. 

Today, the methods described in the torture manu~
beatings, false imprisonment, executions, ~oc~ exc:cutl~, 
exploitation of fear, prolonged sleep depnvahon, tsolat1on 
and stress positions, and payments of bounties for enemy 
dead- have migrated to U.S. war zones in Afghanistan, 
Iraq, to secret U.S. prisons and to its prison at Guantanamo 
Bay, Cuba. Documentation and photographic .proof of torture 
by U.S. personnel and others is now avaJlable frof!l 12 
separate U.S. military investigations, the UN Human Rights 
Council, Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch and 
the Center for Constitutional Rights, among others. 

The SOA - dubbed the "School of Assassins" by 
critics- was nearly shut down by Congress this past June. 
Bills to abolish the program will be reintroduced soon. 
Thirty-four SOA supporters in Congress were defeated in 
November's midterm election. 

In the biggest anti-SOA protest to date, over 22,000 
activists converged on the Ft. Benning, Georgia base from 
Nov. 17 to 19. It was the largest anti-war demonstration in 
the United States since the Vietnam war. Another 15 activists 
were charged with trespass during the protest. 

For more Information, check out the School of tbe 
Americas Watch (See Resou rees, p. 4). 

Take Action: The ;roup Witness Again~ 
Torture is workiltg to shut down tlte I 
Guanta11amo prison. Jan. 11, 2007 is the 
5th anniversary of indeji11ite detention 
there without charges tmd is also the day 
set for actio11s in Washington and arow1d 
the country. See: www. wit11esstorture.org 
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High Level Waste Reaches 
German Site Amid Protests 

By Diet Simon 
After a rail and truck trip of 58 hours through France and 
Germany, another load of returning German nuclear waste 
reached a storage hall Nov. I 3 in the northern village of 
Gorleben. This I Oth consigrunent was protested and delayed 
many times in both countries by anti-nuclear activists and 
guarded by 16,000 German police with horses, dogs, helicopters 
and water cannons. 

Along the last20 kilometers of roads from the railhead at 
Dannenberg to the dump compound in Gorleben, 2,000 activists 
tried to hold up the truck convoy, which moved at night. 

The local opposition umbrella group reports police 
injuring 146 protesters, I! of whom needed hospital treatment, 
four for serious head injuries. About a hundred 
demonstrators were detained during the night. 

Protesters know they can' t prevent the consigrunents, 
but aim to make them as expensive as possible as a wake-up 
call to the public and politicians. Policing costs about 50 
million euros for each consignment. 

The 12 Castor caskets now delivered raised to 80 the 
number in a concrete hall protesters deride as no safer than 
a farm barn. Almost 140 are scheduled to be delivered. 

The last 20 kilometers by 12 heavy-duty trucks- each 
castor cask weighs I 00 tons - were secured by thousands of 
police. The last entered the dump compound at 6 a. m. Nov. 13. 

At Dannenberg, police dispersed a sitdown road 
blockade by hundreds of activists that lasted for several 
hours. Most of the protesters did not cooperate with police 
and had to be carried off. At other places concrete pyramids 
with chained-on people were used to block the route as long as 
possible. 

Nuclear opponents accuse the Social Democrat 
environment minister, Sigmar Gabriel, of duplicity over his 
alleged search for a fmal waste storage site. 

They charge that every additional transport of waste to 
Gorleben makes it more likely that an exploratory salt mine, 
dug there especially for the purpose next to the surface storage 
hall for hundreds of millions of euros, will be chosen as the fmal 
dump. Three more transports are planned by 20 I 0. 

The Castors contain unusable remnants of spent 
[irradiated] fuel elements from German power stations 
which have been processed at the La Hague plutonium 
factory in Normandy, from where the train started out early 
on Nov. 10. 

German politicians and the power industry argue that 
Germany is contractually bound to take the waste back. 
Opponents deny this, countering that the agreement is 
between companies and not binding in international law, 
and if they wanted to, politicians could renegotiate. 

-Diet Sinwn reports & translates for .lndymedia- UK. 

"Faslane 365" activists in Scotland locked down to a weighty 
peace symbol, disrupting the Trident sub base near Clyde. 

Faslane 365 Takes on Trident 
A decision to upgrade or replace the British Trident submarine 
fleet is expected next year and anti-nuclear activists from 
Wales, Scotland and England have targeted Faslane, the 
Trident base in Clyde, Scotland, demanding the subs not be 
replaced. The "Faslane 365" campaign, which began in 
October, is protesting at the site of the UK 's four Tridents 
and is calling on the government to decommission the subs. 
faslane 365-a series of daily actions lasting year-round 
includes educational and spiritual events outside of the 
Clyde area will continue through Sept. 30, 2007. 

More than 300 people have been arrested during 
lockdowns and other robust demonstrations. Disarmament 
activists have been held in jail for up to 31 hours before 
being released with a "ban and bar" letter. 

A government "White Paper," to be published near the 
end of the year, will be followed by a debate and a vote in 
Parliament to decide on the Trident fleet's life-span. 

Recent radioactive pollution accidents in Britain include 
a fourth contaminated beach at Solway, Scotland. The 
shutdown Chapelcross reactor's 50-year-old waste pipeline 
-coated with radioactive limescale - is being blamed for 
the contamination. Pieces of the pipeline break off and wash 
up on the beaches. The contamination was f1rst discovered 
in 1992, though it was not made public, according to the 
London Sunday Herald. 

Sellafield has for months been discharging an above
nonnal amount of radioactive cesium- I 3 7 from a chimney at 
the site's nuclear fuel handling facility. Located on the coast 
of the Irish Sea in Cumbria, Sellafield houses the Thorp and 
Magnox nuclear fuel reprocessing factories and the inactive 
Calder Hall Magnox reactor, the world's first commercial nuclear 
power station. British nuclear contamination comes from 34 
main sites, chiefly nuclear reactors and reprocessing facilities. 

People's Energy Works to Close Vermont Yankee 
By Bonnie Urfer 

ROWE, Massachusetts- Twenty-six people were arrested 
at Entergy Nuclear's headquarters in Brattleboro, Vermont 
when they attempted to hang a "closed" sign on the 
company's door. The Oct. 16 

sources to replace nuclear with clean energy; 2) A full, 
independent safety assessment be undertaken before the 
reactor is permitted to restart with super-enriched fuel ; 3) 
An evacuation plan that respects and acknowledges the 
vulnerability of the reactor community, is tested biannually, 

and includes a radius of 50 miles; and 
4) An environmental impact asses
sment that includes testing grass, milk.. 
soil and water, as well as a compre
hensive pubJic health study, before a 
relicensing is allowed. 

Studies show that if New 
Englanders took the money they now 
pay Entergy for electricity from 
Vermont Yankee and spent it on energy 
efficiency programs they would save 
more power than the reactor generates 
and create more jobs. 

event was the seventh civil 
resistance protest this year 
aimed at closing the Vermont 
Yankee reactor. In a continuing 
effort to get the reactor 
shutdown, area activists have 
used marches, street theatre, 
sit-ins, die-ins, vigils, lawsuits, 
action camps, canvassing, 
community referenda, the Bread 
and Puppet Theater and chains, 
among other creative means to 
get their message across to 
residents and the corporation. 

On April 11 , six women 
entered Vermont Yankee 
property carrying effigies of 
themselves which they leaned 
against the corporate entrance 

Hattie Nestel and Paki Wieland placed efTtgies of 
themselves at the Vermont Yankee reactor in 
V ern on, Vermont. They told the aurhorities they 
left do& instead of staying at the site themselves 
to avoid radiation exposure from the reactor. 

Safety is a primary concern for 
area residents. On October 31, high 
winds knocked out the reactor 's 
emergency alert system and for three 
hours prevented residents within 1 0-
miles from being alerted of an 
emergency at .the reactor. sign. The life-sized dolls were left holding signs that read, " I'm 

not staying! I don't want more radiation!" Although the 
protesters were not stopped or arrested at the power reactor, 
they were later arrested by the Brattleboro police for trespassing 
an the Entergy headquarters. Hattie Nestel and Marcia Gagliardi, 
ofAthol; Frances Crowe and Paki Weiland, ofNortbampton; 
Claire Chang, of Gill; and Dorthee, of Wendell were issued 
citations. Formal charges against the nuclear-free activists 
have been dropped after each event. 

Hattie Nestel initiated a three-day water fast last spring 
to commemorate the April I 986 nuclear catastrophe in 
Northern Ukraine at Cherno~yl. Diana Sidebotham has also 
been working to close Vermont Yankee, "since it was a hole 
in the ground," and is eo-founder of the New England 
Coalition. Starting in October, the coalition asked Brattleboro 
residents to "die-in" where ever they are during monthly 
emergency siren tests carried out by Entergy. 

The campaign against Vermont Yankee demands: I) State 
legislators support of alternative, renewable and safe energy 
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In.November2005, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
(N RC) aJlowed a 20 percent power increase and seems ready 
to approve a 20-year license extension without requiring 
either an adequate evacuation plan or an independent safety 
assessment. The NRC agreed to hear critiques of Entergy's 
request for the license extension, one from the state of 
Vermont and four from Citizens' Awareness Network. 
Vermonters successfully petitioned the state legislature to 
enact a bill requiring approval by the legislature, not just the 
NRC, on any petitions for the extension of the reactors 
license. 

Massachusetts residents are petitioning the Attorney 
General and the state legislature to stop buying Vermont 
Yankee power from the national grid. 

The Vermont Yankee reactor's license renewal is one of 
seven that have been challenged nationwide out of the 44 
that the NRC has approved. 

Entergy earns upwards of $250 million per year from 
energy income. 

Media Broadcasts 
Former Greenpeace 

Activist Lies 
By John Adams 

When Patrick Moore wrote in support of nuclear power in 
the Washington Post this spring, the piece was picked up by 
many media organizations and trumpeted as an example of 
an environmentalist who had changed his tune on nuclear 
power. But the media missed the actual story: that he lied. 
He said he "helped eo-found Green peace," but he is no such 
eo-founder. Greenpeace's own history book states three men 
founded the organization: Jim Bohlen, Paul Cote and Lrving 
Stowe. Patrick Moore was an early member ofGreenpeace, 
he was on the crew that sailed up the coast to try and stop 
nuclear testing inAmchitka, Alaska in 1971-but he was no 
founder nor is he a "seasoned environmentalist activist" as 
he calls himself. He is a public relations man employed by 
several industries. He advocates clear-cuts ("forests are 
factories" be says), supports ocean-farmed ftsh (he even tried 
ftsh farming), and genetically-modified foods. Each piece of 
spin he creates starts out with him eo-founding Greenpeace. 
The saddest part of this all is that the media buys his entire gag. 

Moore's current paychecks are written by the Clean 
and Safe Energy Coalition, an industry-backed group named 
after the words President Bush lipped in a speech saying 
nuclear power was clean and safe. He works with Christine 
Todd Whitman in the coalition, recent bead of the EPA and 
author of republican whine, It's My Party Too (2005). Together 
they argue global warm.ing is the new reason to push nuclear 
power again but their argument is old and full of holes, only 
with the additional fright of global warm in g. 

In the tag at the end ofMoore's piece, the Post repeats 
his lie and labels him a eo-founder ofGreenpeace. The mistake 
of either labeling him an environmentalist or a Green peace 
founder was repeated in The San Francisco Chronicle, The 
Boston Herald, The Baltimore Sun, The Richmond Times
Dispatch, The Rocky Mountain News, The New York Times, 
CBS News, Democracy Now! and National Public Radio's 
All Things Considered. In his opinion piece he argues we 
should aJlow nuclear power technology to flourish just as 
we allowed the technology of the machete to flourish even 
though it has killed millions of people. Still, he makes the 
media spotlight. Most pieces failed to mention his time is 
being paid for by the nuclear industry; NPR identified his 
industry backing only by mentioning that critics say be takes 
money from industry. Nowhere does a media outlet challenge 
him about his past, which is really the only thing interesting 
about him. Here's a guy who is now taking pay checks from 
executives whose oil tankers he used to sideswipe in 
inflatable rubber dinghies. In his early days he rose to the 
presidency ofGreenpeace's Canadian branch where he tried 
to consolidate power, however after a few lawsuits with U.S. 
branches, he left the organization on bad terms in I 986. But 
not before be left some quotes about nuclear power: 

"Nuclear power plants are, next to nuclear warheads 
themselves, the most dangerous devices that man has ever 
created. Their construction and proliferation is the most 
irresponsible, in fact the most criminal, act ever to have taken 
place on the planet." 

Hard to walk away from that one, but then be concludes 
the 1976 Greenpeace report with this zinger: 

"It should be remembered that there are employed in 
the nuclear industry some very high-powered public relations 
organizations. One can no more trust them to tell the truth 
about nuclear power ... " Right. 

-John A dams Is a eo-founder of the Good Luck Farm 
CSA and a Nukewlllch volunteer at the Anlllhoth Community in 
Luck, Wisconsin. 



Experts, Putin Warn of 
Accidental Nuclear War. 

" Nuclear" Missile Modified for Non-Nuclear 
Attack on Iran Could Set Off Alarms in Russia 

By Eric Rosenberg, The San Francisco Chronicle 
A Pentagon project to modify its deadliest nuclear missile 

for use as a conventional weapon against targets such as North 
Korea and Iran could unwittingly spark an atomic war, two 
weapons experts warned Thursday. 

Russian military officers might misconstrue a [Trident] 
submarine-launched conventional D-5 intercontinental ballistic 
missi le and conclude that Russia is under nuclear attack, said 
Ted Postol, a physicist and professor of science, technology 
and national security policy at the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, and Pave! Podvig, a physicist and weapons 
specialist at Stanford. 

"Any launch of a long-range non-nuclear armed sea or land 
ballistic missile will cause an automated alert of the Russian 
early warning system." Postol told reporters. 

The triggering of an alert wouldn 't necessarily precipitate a 
retaliatory hail of Russian nuclear missiles, Postol said. 
Nevertheless, he said, "there can be no doubt that such an alert 
will greatly increase the chances of a nuclear accident involving 
strategic nuclear forces." 

Podvig said launching conventional versions of a missile 
from a submarine that normally carries nuclear ICBMs "expands 
the possibility for a misunderstanding so widely that it is hard to 
contemplate." 

Mixing conventional and nuclear IJ-5s on a U.S. Trident 
submarine "would be very dangerous,'' Podvig said, because 
the Russians have no way of discriminating between the two 
types of missiles once they are launched. 

Russian President Vladimir Putin warned that the project 
would increase the danger of accidental nuclear war. 

"The media and expe1t circles are already discussing plans to 
use intercontinental ballistic missiles to carry nonnuclear warheads," 
he said in May. "The launch of such a missile could ... provoke a 
full-scale counter-attack using strategic nuclear forces." 

Accidental nuclear war is not so farfetched. In 1995, Russia 
initially interpreted the launch of a Norwegian scientific rocket 
as the onset of a U .S. nuclear attack. Then-President Boris Yeltsin 
activated his "nuclear briefcase" in the first stages of preparation 
to launch a retaliatory strike before the mistake was discovered. 

The United States and Russia have acknowledged the 
possibility that Russia's equipment might mistakenly conclude the 
United States was attacking with nuclear missiles. 

In 1998, the two countries agreed to set up a joint radar 
center in Moscow operated by U .S. and Russian forces to 
supplement Russia's aging equipment and reduce the threat of 
accidental war. 

But the center has yet to open. 
A major technical problem exacerbates the risk of using the 

D-5 as a conventional weapon: the decaying state of Russia's 
nuclear forces. Russia's nuclear missiles are tethered to early 
warning radars that have been in decline since the dissolution of 
the Soviet Union in 1991. And Russia, unlike the United States, 
lacks sufficient satellites to supplement the radars and confirm 
whether missile launches are truly under way or are false alarms. 

The scenario that worries Postol, Podvig and other weapons 
experts is what might happen if the United States and North 
Korea come to blows and a conventional D-5 is launched against 

a target there from a submerged Trident submarine. Depending on 
the sub's location. the tlying time to Russia could be under 15 
minutes so the Russians would have little time to confirm the 
trajectory - using decaying equipment - before deciding to 
launch a nuclear strike on the United States. 

The D-5 missile project involves the removal ofnuclearwarheads 
from as many as two dozen D-5 ICBMs that are carried aboard the U.S. 
fleet of 12 Ohio-class Trident submarines. 

The project is on an accelerated schedule, with the goal of 
fielding the weapons alongside their nuclear variants in two years. 
Each Trident submarine can carry up to 24 D-5 missiles, and the 
idea is to use two of those as conventional weapons in each sub. 

The rocket fired by a submerged submarine would barrel up 
through the ocean powered by its three-stage engine and rapidly 
ascend through the atmos;>here at speeds up to 20,000 feet per 
second into outer space. 

The warhead compartment ofthe missile would then plummet 
back to earth, guided to its target by sophisticated sensors. Defense 
officials believe it would gain enough speed and force to penetrate 
underground command bunkers. 

Radiation Assassination 
LONDON -In a bizarre case of political murder, Russian national 
Alexander Litvinenko is believed to have been killed by the 
radioactive substance polonium-21 0, which emits alpha particles 
with enough energy to tear apart the genetic machinery of cells, 
cause organ failure and immune system collapse. After three weeks 
of deteriorating health and exhaustive tests, Litvinenko died from 
the radiation poisoning. Health officials in London are busy tracking 
down others who may have been contaminated by merely being in 
the same restaurant, the same bar, the same hotel, the same airplane 
or the same hospital as Litvinenko. Polonium-210 is a highly 
effective poison when if it is inhaled, ingested or enters an open 
wound. The British Hea lth Protection Agency in London has been 
inundated with worried calls from people who may have come in 
contact with Litvinenko. As many as 30,000 people traveled on 
airliners that have been contaminated with the polonium. 

As an element, polonium was discovered by Marie and Pierre 
Curie in 1898 while they were searching for the cause of radiation 
decay in uranium. It is a rare by-product from the chemical 
processing of uranium, but is usually made artificially inside a 
nuclear reactor or particle accelerator. lt was critical to early nuclear 
weapons development and the former Soviet Union used polonium 
in power supply systems in spacecrafts. Only about I 00 grams of 
polonium-21 0 are believed to be produced every year and it is 
supposedly regulated under international agreements. By weight, 
polonium-21 0 is about 250 million times as toxic as cyanide, so a 
particle smaller than a dust mite-too small to see--could have 
killed Litvinenko. Alarmingly, Litvinenko was an unwitting 
radioactive hot spot, a leaking, micro nuclear waste container 
potentially harming thousands of people, including his wife and 
child who kissed him as he lay dying, the hospital workers who 
cared for him, the restaurant workers who served him his food and 
the passengers who later flew on the contaminated planes. The 
reasons behind the assassination remain unclear but the cavalier 
manner with which radioactive elements are used, be it for energy 
or for death, is unconscionable. 

Polonium contamination cftr==~m~· :;:::~~lml:m=:t~m~~ 
been spread from clothes or ot r per<: on a I itemsJ.hilt were doused 
by the assassin's vial of the p o'n.- PVB1oc J~ t 
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