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· 42 Arrested at DU 
Weapons Co. 

Headquarters in 
Nonviolent 

Direct Action 
EDINA, Minnesota - Forty-two war resisters 
were arrested at the corporate headquarters 
of Alliant Techsystcms ( ATK) on Monday 
October 24 , in a nonviolent direct action 
against the com pany's productio n of 
indi scri minate weapons. These include 
Trident 11 rocket motors and over 19 million 
depleted uranium mun it·ions. ATK is the 
largest supplier of small -ea! iber munitions to 
the U.S. milita1y, and it is currently modernizing 
the munitions facility to reach a production 
capacity of 1.5 billion bullets annually by 
March 2006. 

Edina police offi cers corralled several 
dozen people in the company parking lot after 
th ey walked onto ATK property. Those 
arrested were issued citat io ns a ll egi ng 
trespass in violation of a new Edina ci ty 
trespass ordinance and then released. The 
petty-misdemcanor citation carries a possible 
$200 fine. 

Orga ni zed by Alli ant Action an d 
Nukewatch, the gathering- dubbed "UN Day 
at ATK- Rejoining the World Community" 
celebrated United Nations Day, Oct. 24, the 
50th anniversary.of the adoption of the UN 
Charter outlawing wars of aggression. 

The United Nations Subcommission on 
Hum an Ri ghts has tw(cc conde mned 
"depleted" uranium weapons calling any use 
of them a violation of humanitarian law. 
Mill ions of the armor-piercing uranium shells 
have been manufactured and sold to the 
Pentagon by Allianr Tcchsysterns. Hundreds 
of tons of DU muni tions, made of the 
radioactive and toxic heavy metal uranium-
238, have been used in U.S. bombardments of 
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Pllo10 by Tom fJouolene 

On Oct. 24, United Nations Day, the 50th anniversary of the UN Charter, 
five activists were able to walk past police and reach the entrance. (L to 
R) Signe Martell (standing), Esther Ouray, Marlys Webber, Greg Klave 
and J oel Kilgour being arrested by a Hennepin County Sheriff's Deputy. 

Iraq, Afghanistan, Bosn ia and Kosovo. The consequent radioactive contamination has 
raised health and environmental concerns around the world. 

Arraignment dates have been set in January for the 42 an·ested. However the charges 
may not stick. A motion to dismiss wil l be heard Dec. 12 in Edina just before a trial of 12 
resisters who were ticketed at Alliant July 13. The motion by attorney Ken Gleason, on 
behalf of David Harris and Nukewatch staffers John La Forge and Bonnie Urfer, argues 
that the new city ordinance is invalid under the Minnesota state constitution. If the 
motion prevails, identical charges against the UN Day 42 and another group (below) will 
either be voided or reissued as an alleged state trespass violation. 

At a Nov. 16 trial , Hennepin County District Judge Bruce Hartigan tipped his hat to 
the anti-war defendants and then abruptly recused himself. Hartigan was faced with six 
line crosscrs from the Chicago-bascd Christian Peacemaker Teams.* Judge Hartigan 
explained in chambers that his former wife had been ancstcd at the Pentagon and at 
Alliant, that as an attorney he had defended his wife in cou1t and that two of his children 
had been arrested protesting at A llim~t. Hartigan explained that in a bench trial he acts as 
the judge and the jury, but he couldn 't be fair to the State because, " I know I ' 11 find the 
defendants not guilty." The trial was rescheduled~ --~--- . . 

* As we go to press, four C PT volunteers a re bei g!k: u- iv.,tltcit, h~ nlil n~~ 
abductors have threatened to kill them if all Iraqi ·s a"'"e'lt~mr. J 
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'Depleted' Uranium Around the World 
Corroding chemical gas tanks storing DU 

PADUCAH, Kentucky-Cylinders storing depleted uranium 
at three nuclear facilities may be corroding because of toxic 
gas mistakenly left in them, according to a memo obtained 
by the Louisville Courier Journal. Over 2,500 cylinders at 
three sites-Paducah, Oak Ridge, Tennessee, and Piketon, 
Ohio- were previously used to store phosgene, a chemical 
warfare gas. The Sept. 30 memo, written by Alfred Waiter, 
DOE Assistant Inspector General, and sent to each of the 
three facilities, shows that the DOE has known since Oct. 
2000 that the cylinders may contain residual phosgene. 

Phosgene is a corrosive, toxic gas that the Germans 
used briefly during World War I. Exposure to skin causes 
lesions and bums, and inhalation causes a victim's lungs to 
fill with mucus and fluid. The cylinders were acquired during 
the '40s and '50s from the Army's Chemical Warfare Service. 

There is also concern that the gas is corroding the 14-
ton tanks, risking a leak or threatening a dangerous chemical 
reaction. "We believe the findings may warrant immediate 
attention," Waiter said in the memo. 

Iran's President calls DU use a war crime 
Iran's president Mahmoud Ahmadinejad said Nov. 26 that 
Bush administration officials should be tried on war crimes 
charges for its use of DU weapons, and ridiculed the U .S. 's 
criticism of Iran's nuclear power program. 

Speaking of the U .S., Ahmadinejad asked, "Who in the 
world are you to accuse Iran of suspicious nuclear armed 
activity?" The statement came in a nationally televised 

address. The Pentagon deploys some 5,966 nuclear warheads 
in the continental United States and another 480 across 
Europe. "You who have used nuclear weapons against 
innocent people, who have used uranium ordnance in Iraq, 
should be tried as war criminals," he said. 

In reporting on the speech the New York Times went on 
to claim without attribution that "Since 2003, [U.S.] forces 
have fired at least 120 tons of shells packed with depleted 
uranium, an extremely dense material used by the U.S. and 
British militaries to penetrate tank armor." 

Europeans issue 3rd call for an end to DU 
On Nov. 17, the European Parliament (EP) for the third time 
called for a halt to the use of DU munitions. The resolution 
says the EP " ... reiterates its call for a-moratorium~ with a 
view to the introduction of a total ban- on the use of so
called 'depleted uranium munitions."' . 

On Feb. 13, 2003, the EP called on its executive body the 
European Council, "to support independent and· thorough 
investigations into the possible harmful effects of the use of 
DU ammunition ... in military operations in areas such as the 
Balkans, Afghanistan and other regions; [especially] on 
military personnel serving in affected areas and the effects 
on civilians and their land; (and called] for the results of 
these investigations to be presented to Parliament." The 
resolution further called for"Member States ... to immediately 
implement a moratorium on the further use of cluster 
ammunition and depleted uranium ammunition (and other 
uranium warheads), pending the conclusions of a 

Rocky Flats: Cleanup or Coverup? 
By Molly Mechtenberg-Berrigan 

On Oct. 13, the Kaiser-Hill Company declared complete its 
cleanup of Rocky Flats, a large scale factory for production 
of plutonium pits for nuclear weapons. The facility, which 
operated from 1952 until 1989, is a 6,500 acre site 16 miles 
from downtown Denver. The 1 0-year, $7 billion cleanup was 
said to be finished a full year ahead of schedule. U.S. Senator 
Wayne Allard, (R -Colo. ), hailed the job as ''the best example 
of a nuclear cleanup success story ever," and Congressman 
Bob Beauprez, (R-Colo.), called Rocky Flats, "a jewel of open 
space to be enjoyed in perpetuity." Eventually, the U .S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service plans to maintain the site as a National 
Wildlife Refuge, allowing activities such as hiking, biking, 
horseback riding and hunting. 

Rocky Flats is considered by environmental groups and 
others to be a serious health threat to the general population 
and to the flora and fauna that inhabit the area. Its history as 
a nuclear weapons production and Superfund site is filled 
with backdoor dealing, illegal pollution and cover-ups. 

In 1989, the FBI raided Rocky Flats after receiving 
detailed information of illegal burning of plutonium
containing waste. The 18-day raid involved more than 100 
FBI and EPA officials and led to a two-and-a-half year 
criminal investigation of widespread radioactive 
contamination of the site and its surroundings. A special 
grand jury was assembled to investigate the evidence against 
the U.S. Department of Energy and Rock well International, 
the company that managed Rocky Flats from 197 5 to 1989. 
Although the grand jury wanted to indict six individuals 
and two corporations, the justice department settled the 
case out of court. Rockwell pleaded guilty to some minor 
infractions, was fined $18.5 million, and all major criminal 
charges were dropped. The Dept. of Justice sealed the 
contamination evidence compiled by the grand jury, 
keeping it from public scrutiny. When parts of the report 
were leaked in the following weeks, jurors were threatened 
with felony charges if they revealed what they knew. 

In 2000 it was revealed that Kaiser-Hill, the principal 
cleanup contractor, had made a deal in 1995 with Congress 
imposing limits on the cleanup. The secret agreement set 
deadlines on both time and money, with a Dec. 2006 deadline 
and a $7 biJiion spending cap on the cleanup. The deal was 
made before the contamination was even evaluated. 

A breakdown of the cleanup budget reveals that most of 
the $7 billion goes to site security, relocation of weapons
grade material, removal of bomb-production waste and 
demolition ofbuildings. Soil and water cleanup was allocated 
only $473 million, about 7 percent of the total. Since Rocky 
Flats is to be designated a wildlife refuge, levels of allowed 
radiation were determined based on the "maximally exposed 
individual" for the site: namely, a wildlife refuge worker. The 
risk factor for a refuge worker is calculated based on 2,000 
hours per year spent on site. While this may be a reasonable 
short-term application, the land will be radioactive for billions 
of years. It is possible that someday people will live there, 
grow food, and use water contaminated with radioisotopes. 

In order to per(orm a cleanup with a limited budget, 
the DOE and Kaiser-Hill created separate remediation 
standards for surface and subsurface soil. Fifty picocuries 
of plutonium is allowed to remain in the top 3 feet of soil. 
At a depth of 3 to 6 feet, 1,000 picocuries per gram is . 
permitted, though as much as 6,000 picocuries may be left 
in small areas. Below 6 feet, there is no limit on how much 
plutonium is allowed to remain, and controls would be put 
in place to monitor and contain the contaminants. A 
National Academy of Sciences study calls such controls 
"inherently failure prone." Plutonium-239 has a half-life 
of24,400 years and is known to cause genetic mutations, 
cancer and damage to the immune system. 

The early completion of the Rocky Flats cleanup saved an 
estimated one billion dollars. None of this money can be used 
to improve the cleanup, although Kaiser-Hill can pocket up to 
$560 million for finishing early and under budget As Rocky 
Flats moves toward designation as a wildlife refuge, residents 
of the area are asking the question: cleanup or coverup? 

comprehensive study of the requirements of international 
humanitarian law .... " 

Likewise, on Jan. 17, 200 I the EP resolved, among other 
things, to "[Call] on the M~mber States that are also NATO 
members to propose that a moratorium be placed on the use 
of depleted uranium weapons in accordance with the 
precautionary principle .... " (See "PSR ... "below) 

Iraq faces huge Enviro' cleanup cost 
Iraq faces a gigantic environmental cleanup problem because 
of the lethal toxic and radioactive legacy of over 20 years of 
war, according to Iraqi officials and the UN Environment 
Program (UNEP), the Seattle Post reported. 

A massive $40 million campaign is needed just to 
cleanup "the tip of the iceberg"- five sites near Baghdad 
identified for decontamination-said Narrmin Othman, Iraq's 
environment minister. UNEP's report, "Assessment of 
Environmental 'Hot Spots' in Iraq," did not specifically 
address DU pollution from United States' 1991 and 2003 
bombardments. But the report did acknowledge that targeted 
areas "are therefore expected to have extensive DU 
contamination in the form of dust and large fragments. Over 
time," the report points out, "DU corrodes to uranium oxide 
powder, causing further dispersion." 

"We not only have chemicals, we even have radiation. 
We have depleted uranium radiation - our program has 
identified 311 sites polluted by [DU], especially in the 
south," Othman said. 

UNEP's Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said a project 
was being set up with British funding to train Iraqis to deal 
with depleted uranium. He declined to comment on the level 
of danger the depleted uranium might present. 

PSR calls DU's use "unconscionable" 
The influential peace group Physicians for Social Responsibility 
has belatedly joined the fight against DU. In a Sept. 2005 report 
"Health Issues Arising from the Use of DU Munitions," PSR 
says; "[N]o adequate assessment of the level of health risk 
associated with DU munitions and waste has been made. PSR 
believes the Precautionary Principle applies in the case of 
battlefield use of DU. In this context, the proponent of an 
activity, rather than the public, should bear the burden of proof. 
Waiting for undeniable and incontrovertible proof ofharm can 
otherwise result in undeniable and incontrovertible harm to 
human health and the environment by the time that proof is 
available. The process of applying the Precautionary Principle 
must be open, informed, and democratic and must include 
potentially affected parties .... " 

As an organization concerned about public health, PSR 
recommends that: 

t: Depleted uranium weaponry be withdrawn from 
military arsenals until a risk analysis can be undertaken. 

2: The UNEP be allowed to conduct a survey of the 
environmental disposition of DU, currently forbidden by 
the U.S. military, which could be useful as a preliminary step 
to evaluating health effects. 

3: The U.S. military support independent studies of the 
longer-term health effects of battlefield use of DU on 
combatants and on the Iraqi population exposed to DU in 
the 1991 GulfWar and the 2003 war in Iraq. 

4: DU contaminated weapons be removed from battle 
sites to preclude possible long-term radiation contamination 
of the environment. 

5: The Iraqi Ministry of Health initiate a prevention
oriented DU public health program, outlined above, with 
support from the Coalition Provision Authority and the 
WHO. 

"As physicians and health professionals dedicated to 
the survival of a healthful and sustainable planet, we believe 
that the use of DU weapons that leaves a persistent noxious 
environmental and public health hazard is unconscionable. 
We owe it to future generations to stop their use and attend 
to their cleanup immediately." In 2004, a book entitled The Ambushed Grand Jury 

revisited the original charges. The authors, grand jury 
foreman Wes McKinley and attorney Caron Balkany, argued 
that the government used the grand jury investigation not 
to prosecute but to cover up. Furthermore, the authors argue 
that, based on the evidence acquired by the grand jury, the 
cleanup must be insufficient. 

New Warheads Still Being Conjured 
FBI agent Jon Lipsky, who led the raid on Rocky Flats, 

agrees with the book's allegations, saying the cleanup is 
"woefully inadequate- a farce." Lipsky retired early from 
the FBI in late 2004 and began to speak publicly about his 
concerns. At a news conference in January 2005, Lipsky said 
the DOE and the Justice Dept. had minimized the extent of 
radioactive contamination at the site to save money and to 
prevent alarm among Denver residents. 

After the 1989 raid, public mistrust of the facility peaked. 
In 1994, when a cleanup plan was first proposed, members of 
the public were invited by the DOE to take a participatory role 
in the effort. A working group was created for the purpose of 
telling the DOE what the local community wanted at the site.ln 
1995, the group recommended that it be cleaned so that only 
background levels of radiation remained - about 0.04 
picocuries of plutonium per gram. The group stated, "We 
are wiJiing to wait as long as is necessary, but no longer 
than necessary, to see the site cleaned up, even if it takes 
generations to accomplish. When technology allows [the] 
cleanup to [achieve] average background levels for Colorado 
in a cost-effective and environmentally sensitive manner, 
then cleanup should be done to this level." 

While Congress killed the nuclear "bunker buster" for the 
time being, it appropriated $25 million for research on the 
"reliable replacement warhead," or RRW. 

Both Democrats and Republicans were happy enough 
about yet another H-bomb that they allotted three times the 
amount requested by the White House. 

Another point of agreement in Congress seems to be 
that the machinery to manufacture nuclear weapons needs 
to be resuscitated. Many experts dispute the claim:- made 
by the national weapons laboratories and their allies - that 
today's Cold War-era nuclear warheads won't last indefinitely 
and that a new warhead should go into production. The 
Republican controlled Congress seems to have been won 
over by the cold war scientists. 

Yet the new warhead is a nearly open-ended project that 
"each side can define as it likes," according to James Stemgold 
in the San Francisco Chronicle. The only guideline on 
development imposed by Congress was that it must be 
deployed without needing new underground testing. [The 
history of bomb testing looks worse and worse over time, 
with the 1997 National Cancer Institute finding that 
thousands of cancer deaths across the U.S. were a direct 
result. Indeed, we go to press on the 37th anniversary of an 
"underground" bomb test in Nevada that broke through the 

surface and spread radioactive fallout, violating the 1963 
Limited Test Ban Treaty.] 

The nuclear weapons budget has more than doubled 
since the mid-1990s, to about $6.5 billion a year. Yet nuclear 
war enthusiasts still argue for more. Air Force magazine 
reports that Gen. Lance Lord, chief of the Air Force Space 
Command is "drawing up plans to build a next generation" 
arsenal. Even as the Air Force is transferring warheads from 
retired MX missiles to active Minuteman rockets ("500 
Minuteman Ills are being rebuilt from top to bottom," 
according to Air Force) Gen. Larry Welch is promoting the 
"reliable replacement warhead" as an "improvement." 

In a break with past practice, the Air Force's 50 empty 
MX missile silos- and their launch control centers- will 
be kept intact, in "mothball status," and available "in case 
the need for them arises." 

A few generals don't anticipate any such "need," and 
see that the warheads' effects are too devastating to employ. 
Gen. William Odom (Ret.), a former director of the National 
Security Agency, told the Chronicle, "Once you get through 
all the imponderables of using these things, you increasingly 
lose your enthusiasm .... From a professional's perspective, 
it's damn hard to work up any excitement about them. 
Eventually, they'll go the way of chemical weapons." 



Japanese Rad Waste Reclassified as 'Ore' in U.S. 
WHITE MESA, Utah - Five hundred tons of uranium
contaminated soil from the defunct Yurihama uranium mine 
in Japan is headed to White Mesa Mill in southeastern Utah. 
Japan paid the International Uranium Corporation (JUC), a 
Canadian company, $5.8 million to take the radioactive waste. 
The soil contamination has been affecting residents of the 
mountain town ofYurihama since the mine closed in 1988. Japan 
does not have facilities to dispose of radioactive wa.ste or by
products from the uranium enrichment process. 

Environmentalists are alarmed at the transfer, which in 
effect turns Utah into an international industrial dump site. 
Considered radioactive waste in ~apan, the dirt magically 
transformed into uranium ore on its way to the U.S.-thereby 
sidestepping federal and state restrictions. The 
reclassification means that no transport oversight, NRC 
licensing and permits are necessary once the contaminated 
dirt hits the shore in Everett, Washington. 

IUC and the Japanese government say the dirt is not 
contaminated tailings but natural ore. Janice Owens, an 
import-export licensing agent for the U.S. NRC, said 
radioactive uranium ore often comes in from Australia and 
Canada without special permits. 

TUC has not processed uranium ore at the White Mesa 
mill for six years but the price of uranium has increased from 
$7 per pound to $31 and continues to go up, making the mill 
once again economically viable. 

The 10,150 cubic feet of contaminated soil is to be 
shipped by truck from Everett to Utah's White Mesa Mill 
where it will be chemically processed into "yellowcake" for 
use as nuclear reactor fuel. Radioactive waste from that 
process will be stored in ponds behind the Utah facility 
and will be regulated by the mining waste laws rather 
than stricter radioactive waste disposal regulations. (The 
old Yurihama mine site contains 105,000 cubic feet or 3,000 
cubic meters of uranium-tainted soil according toAtsushi 
Oku, an official with the Ministry ofEducation, Culture, 
Sports, Science and Technology.) 

Japan's Citizens' Nuclear Information Center(CNTC), an 
industry watchdog group, said the shipment violates the 
principle of not dumping radioactive waste in another 
country. CNIC says, "Countries that are unable to handle 
their own radioactive waste are not qualified to produce 
such waste." That advice has not yet been taken by the U.S. 
NRC or Department of Energy. 

No bel Prize Awarded to 
lnternationalAtoDlic Energy Agency 

OSLO, Norway - In October, the Norwegian Nobel verifying compliance wtth the Nuclear Non-Prohferation 
Committee awarded the Nobel Peace Prize to the International Treaty of 1970. The NPT requires each signatory not already 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) and its Director General, having nuclear weapons to adhere to a Safeguards 
Mohamad EIBaradei, for their efforts to stop the spread of Agreement covering specified nuclear materials, facilities 
nuclear weapons. "At a time when the threat of nuclear arms and activities with "a view to preventing diversion of nuclear 
is again increasing, the Norwegian Nobel energy from peaceful uses to nuclear 
Committee wishes to underline that this weapons or other explosive devices." The 
threat must be met through the broadest agency is currently active in overseeing 
possible international cooperation," the t civilian nuclear programs in Iran and North 
committee said. , Korea. ElBaradei has refused to endorse 

While the Nobel committee said Washington's unproven contention that 
otherwise, the awarding of the prize to the Iran is working to make nuclear weapons. 
!AEA and ElBaradei is a rebuff to the Bush Administration. "This is a message to all the people of the world: Do 
Bush and company attacked the lAEA's credibility when whatyoucantogetridofnuclearweapons,"Nobelcommittee 
the agency's inspectors found no evidence of Iraq's alleged, chairman Ole Danbolt Mjoes said. 
and ultimately nonexistent, nuclear weapons program. When Note: The !AEA s overall record is mixed, as the reports 
EIBaradei refused to yield his position, the White House on pages 4 and 5 make clear. The agency s mandate to 
mounted an attack on him inside the !AEA, hoping to block promote nuclear power has biased its analysis of reactor 
his reelection as director. The lA EA is responsible for safety issues and the health effects of ionizing radiation. 

South African Nuclear Workers Sickened 
200 former employees of the nuclear site have filed for medical 
assistance blamed on occupational diseases. 

Nuclear reactors are a heated topic in South Africa, 
which plans to construct up to 20 prototype pebble-bed 
reactors for commercial use. The country has two nuclear 
sites: Pelindaba and the Koeberg nuclear reactor on the Cape 
West coast. Both facilities store radioactive waste on site. 
SA has no high-level radioactive waste dump and low-level 
waste is dumped at the Vaalputs site in the Northern Cape. A 
proposed national radioactive waste-management agency 
would be a wholly-owned subsidiary ofNesca. 

-South Africa Mail & Guardian, September 23 2005 

Containers of radioactive waste bave been stacking up in 
this unlicensed and unlined Nevada Test Site pit since 1987. 
The DOE wants to dump rad waste for five more years. 

DOE Tells Nevada: 
No Liner, No Problem 

In February of2000, the Record of Decision forthe Waste 
Management Programmatic Env ironmental Impact 
Statement identified the Nevada Test Site (NTS) as one of 
two national mixed low-level waste disposal sites. The pit 
being used at the NTS is unlined and has been filling up 
since 1987. The site has not been licensed in 18 years. 
The DOE, however, wants to deposit an additional 26, 150 
cubic yards of mixed waste within five years. At capacity, 
the crater would hold enough solid mixed waste to cover 
an area l 00 yards long, 78 yards wide and ten yards deep. 

Nevada is fighting to close the NTS pit and working 
to keep the Yucca Mountain nuclear waste repository from 
opening. This year. state lawmakers passed Senate BiJJ 
No. 396 at the urging of Leo Drozdoff, administrator of 
the Environmental Protection Division. · 

After a 20-0 vote in the Senate and 30- 11 in the 
Assembly, the bill was signed by Gov. Kenny Guinn. It 
takes effect Oct. I and prevents the State Environmental 
Commission from permitting or granting a variance for 
hazardous waste disposal facilities .or Tandfills that do 
not have at least one liner to prevent toxic materials from 
contaminating soils, groundwater and surface water. The 
state law requiring liners on hazardous waste pits doesn't 
apply "to an existing landfill that undergoes or commences 
closure on or before December 3 I, 2005 '' 

Pit No. 3 " will undergo closure" rather than seek an 
operating permit. Closure of the mixed waste pit was 
negotiated between April and August of 2005. The DOE 
signed on to develop a closing plan within 180 days of 
the effective date of the new operating permit. In the 
meantime Nevada and the DOE signed letters of 
commitment to close the crater to dumping in five years 
or sooner if the 26,150 cubic yards of mixed waste has 
been deposited by the DOE. 

According to the state, the best environmental remedy is 
to permit closure and accelerate construction of a final cap. 

- Las Vegas Review-Journal, September 15, 2005 

PELINDABA, South Africa- Workers at the South African 
nuclear complex at Pelindaba near Pretoria have been getting 
sick with cancer and other maladies. Critics claim that the 
Nuclear Energy Corporation of South Africa's (Nesca) 
internal investigation into the illnesses will be a whitewash. 
A joint meeting was held by ill workers, the environmental 
group Earthlife Africa, the Congress of South African Trade 
Unions, the justice and peace desk of the Catholic Bishops 
Conference and Mogwera K.hoathane, who was appointed 
by Nesca to discuss pubic participation in the investigation. 
Investigators suggested by Earthlife were summarily rejected 
by Nesca. Five of 29 former employees have died, 13 have 
undergone medical examinations and ten have been diagnosed 
with diseases linked to radiation exposure, including skin 
cancers and eye diseases. According to EarthJife, more than 
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DUBLIN, Ireland- Irish councilors are calling for an end to 
nuclear waste dumping at Drigg in Cumbria on the north
west coast ofEngland. They are urging removal of the waste 
to a safer inland storage site and immediate clean up of con
tamination at both the repository and at Sellafield in Cumbria. 

Members of the newly-formed All Ireland Nuclear Free 
Local Authorities Forum met to discu~ nuclear activity across 
the Irish Sea. Councilors are concerned about coastal erosion 
that may reach the Drigg waste dump within 500 years, or coastal 
flooding brought on by melting polar regions. Sellafield faces 
the same risks. The Forum reconnnends that all radioactive waste 
storage at Drigg be temporary and moved inland. Some of 

Drigg's waste has a half-life of245,000.years. South Dublin 
Councilor Tony McDennott said, "We must assume that the 
worst will happen and take a precautionary approach to mini
mize the risks from erosion at these sites." 

The All Ireland Nuclear Free Local Authorities Forum 
was formed at an inaugural meeting in Dublin in September 
2005 to represent the views on nuclear issues oflocal coun
cils in both the Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland. 
Nuclear Free Local Authorities is a network of75 councils 
across England, Scotland, Wales, Northern Treland, and the 
Republic of Ireland campaigning to reduce nuclear hazards 
and increase public and environmental protection. 

Iraqi Children's Tooth Project 
Following the U.S. and British use of depleted uranium 
munitions in the Gulf Wars of 1991 and 2003, many populated 
areas oflraq became contaminated with fine uranium oxide 
dust that is readily respirable. 

Despite continued reports of substantial increases in 
cancer and birth defects, there is virtually no data on the 
extent to which Iraqi civilians have sustained internal 
contamination. 

Everyone has trace levels of uranium in their body, the 
majority of which is stored in the bones and teeth. 
Consequently, the p1i mary or deciduous teeth that children 
normally lose between ages six and 12 represent valuable 
biological specimens that can be used to study a child's 
uranium burden. 

1n total, 52 teeth from northern, central and southern 
Iraq have been collected. These will be analyzed alongside 
16 North American 'archaeological' teeth' from the 1940s
prior to t~e nuclear age. 

The analysis will be done in the British Geological 
Survey's (BSG) state-of-the-art laboratories in Nottingham, 

England. Professor of Geological Chemistry Randall Parrish 
from the BGS will use multi-collectqr, inductively coupled 
plasma mass spectrometry to analyze the teeth for their 
content of four uranium isotopes. The varying proportions 
of these will indicate the type of urani urn to which the children 
have been exposed. 

Professor Parrish will be working alongside Dr. Thomas 
Fasy from the Mount Sinai School of Medicine in New York. 

The project needs $87,000 to complete the study because 
each tooth costs $1000 to analyze. It is hoped that much of 
the money can be raised in the U.S., but as cosponsors of 
the project, the Campaign Against Depleted Uranium 
(CA DO) will do its utmost to ensure that the figure is met. 

CADU in ~lanehester, England is· loo kin~ for 
or-ganizations that m1ght want to $ponsor . 

an analysis of a tootn. C(mtacr: 
Campaign Against ·~pleted Uranium, Bridge, S Mill, 

2~a Beswlck Street, Attcoats, Manchester~ 
England, M4 7HR 

.Pbone:.,(440) 161-273-&293; EmaiJ: info@cadu.org.uk 
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Fire Burns Former Nuclear Research Facility 

LOS ANGELES-A wildfire in California scorched two-thirds 
of the 2,800-acre Santa Susana Field Lab, a former nuclear 
research facility. Local residents and environmental groups 
were concerned that the fire released contaminants to the 
air, but Boeing, owner of the Lab, has said they "don't 
believe" that occurred. The test lab was used by Rocketdyne, 
the Pentagon, NASA and the Energy Department to conduct 
rocket, missile and nuclear testing for nearly 40 years. 

The South Coast Air Quality Management District took 
several air samples from nearby several hours after the fire. 
It reported that the levels of toxins present no reason for 
concern. Daniel Hirsch, head ofthe environmental watchdog 
group Committee to Bridge the Gap, and Senator Dianne 
Feinstein (D-Calif.) demanded to know what levels of 
perchlorate, beryllium, dioxins and polychlorinated 
biphenyls (PCBs ), among other chemicals, were detected in 
the air during and after the fire. Ten buildings were destroyed, 
while others used for storing hazardous and radioactive 
material were not damaged. 

-LA Daily News, Oct. 21 & Simi Valley Acorn, Nov. 4, 2005 

Missing U-235 Illegally Landfilled 

TEANECK, New Jersey-A Ledoux & Company laboratory 
somehow "lost" a :vial of uranium-235 sometime between 
March 30 and April 1. The lab could receive a whopping 
$3,250 fine from the NRC for the potentially deadly accident. 
The mishap resulted from several license violations including: 
failure to adequately survey a package and remove the U-
235; failure to retain the package in spite of the missing 
uranium; failure to keep the material in a restricted area; and 
unlawful disposal of the uranium in an ordinary landfill. 

In an April 12 search, lab staff determined that the 
container of U-235 had been disposed of in any of several 
area landfills. No effort to retrieve the radioactive substance 
is planned. The NRC concurred with the company that a 
search was "impractical" given the number of possible dumps 
to be checked. The NRC claims that the U-235 emits less 
than one-tenth of a millirem per hour and posed "no threat 
to members of the public."- NRC News Release, Nov. 2, 2005 

Jobs, Schools, Hospitals or Trident 

LONDON, England- The British nuclear arsenal was last 
modernized in 1980 and opinion is divided about Prime 
Minister Tony Blair's decision to upgrade the Trident fleet 
- at a cost" of 32.4 billion dollars - instead of using 
equivalent funds to build 800 schools, 60 hospitals or 
employing 20,000 people. The current arsenal includes four 
submarines each carrying up to 48 nuclear warheads on 
Trident 11 missiles. It takes up to 14 years to develop new 
vessels, so Blair's decision is due soon. The Trident fleet 
will be retired betwee~ 2020 and 2025. Government ministers 
have ignored demands to give Parliament the chance to vote 
on the issue. Paul Flynn, the Newport West MP, said, "The 
Cold War has ended and it's possible to discuss these things 
openly. There's no reason why we should not have a debate 
and a vote in the Commons on it. Having a new Trident 
would make the world a more dangerous place. We campaign 
against nuclear proliferation among other nations and we 
should lead by example." Flynn said possession of a nuclear 
arsenal was irrelevant to Britain's main tasks of peacekeeping 
and humanitarian relief. The Campaign for Nuclear 
Disarmament has launched a nationwide petition against 
Trident's replacement. 

- Manchester Independent, Oct. 31, 2005 

Oil Drilling At Bomb Test Site 

BATTLEMENT MESA, Colorado- Presco, a natural gas 
drilling company, has asked the Colorado Oil and Gas 
Conservation Commission to lift a moratorium on drilling in 
a 40-acre area previously used as a nuclear weapon blast 
site. The company plans to explore the ground for 
radioactivity a half-mile from the bombed area south of 
Battlement Mesa. 

In 1969, the federal government conducted Project 
Rulison, an experiment to free natural gas using a 43-kiloton 
nuclear bomb blast 8,426 feet underground. The explosion 
released 3.4 times the destructive power of the Hiroshima 
bomb and registered 5.5 on the Richter scale. The bombing 
was considered a failure because the exposed natural gas 
was too radioactive to use. Fearing possible radioactive 
contamination, all drilling below 6,000 feet is illegal. 

- The Daily Sentinel, Aug. 31, 2005; Essay by Chester 
McQueary, Dec. 12, 1994 

Dounreay Building Closed after Spill 
DOUNREAY, Scotland- A "cementation" factory at 
Dounreay, in the far north of Scotland, was closed when a 
remotely operated system failed and caused the dumping 
onto a slab floor of more than 70 gallons of radioactive material 
mixed with 660 pounds of cement. The liquid in the mix comes 
from the reprocessing of highly radioactive waste reactor 
fuel (which has for decades been kept in underground tanks). 
It is pumped and combined with the cement. The batches 
are then solidified in 132-gallon drums. A robot missed one 
of the barrels and the deadly radioactive waste solidified on 
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the floor. The Dounreay complex has been in 
decommissioning for 30 years. A Dounreay spokesman said, 
"All the radiation is contained within the cell and there was 
no danger to any individual as the walls are about four-feet 
thick and work is done robotically. It is undoubtedly a 
setback to the decommissioning of the site because one of 
the highest priorities is to convert liquid waste into solid 
waste." 

-Press Association, Ltd., BBC, Sept. 26, 2005 

Radioactive Scrap Metal Sent to Japan 
HYOGO, Japan -A smelter in Japan imported from the U .S. 
16 tons of scrap metal that included 88 pounds of depleted 
uranium. The metal was slated to become aluminum alloy. 
Japan's Education, Science and Technology Ministry refused 
to isolate the DU until the factory owner paid the equivalent 
of about $2,000 for a license to handle the radioactive waste. 
Japanese law fails to accommodate instances in which 
operators, such as the Hyogo Prefecture factory, 
unintentionally come into possession of radioactive 
elements. The factory owner is refusing to pay the license 
fee. The DU remains improperly 
stored. The agency said in 2000 that 
it was considering a range of 
measures in response to incidents 
such as DU arriving from the U.S. One 
such measure would include a 
nationwide search for nuclear 
materials held at unlicensed facilities 
and the creation of a protocol to 
accept unwanted radioactive material. 
None of these measures have been 
implemented. The ministry now says 
it has yet to decide where to store unneeded nuclear materials 
because such a plan would inevitably be opposed by 
neighboring residents. 

- The Yomiuri Shimbun, Nov. I 0, 2005 

Jury Rejects Claim Against Hanford Polluters · 

RICHLAND, Washington- A federal jury rejected an Idaho 
woman's assertion that emissions from the Hanford nuclear 
weapons complex had caused her thyroid cancer. The case 
was one of the first to go to trial out of thousands of claims 
against the contractors that once operated Hanford. The 
complex produced plutonium for nuclear weapons, starting 
with the Manhattan Project which built the first atomic 
bombs. A lawyer for Shannon Rhodes, 64, ofCoeur d' Alene, 
said Ms. Rhodes was devastated by the verdict. Six months 
ago another jury deadlocked in her case, one of six regarded 
as representative of more than 2,000 people who claim that 
releases from Hanford have damaged their health. 

-New York Times, Nov. 26, 2005 

Funding for Bunker Buster Cut 
WASHINGTON, DC- For the second year in a row, a 
bipartisan coalition in Congress has denied funding for the 
Robust Nuclear Earth Penetrator (RNEP). On Oct. 25, Senate 
Energy appropriations committee members decided to 
rescind the House decision and eliminate funds for the RNEP, 
effectively killing the program. The Bush administration had 
requested $4 million to fund research to determine whether 
a missile casing on a one megaton nuclear warhead could 
survive a thrust into the earth and take out a hardened and 
deeply buried military target. The funding was requested 
despite an April report by the National Academy of Sciences 
declaring that it would be impossible to develop a nuclear 
bunker buster that could burrow deep enough into the earth 
to contain the massive amounts of radioactive fallout. 

- San Francisco Chronicle, Oct. 28, & Arms Control 
Association Analysis, Oct. 26, 2005 

Atomic Bomb National Park 

WASHINGTON, DC-The Manhattan Project atomic bomb 
production sites might soon be turned into national parks 
in order to preserve the sites and their history. The National 
Park Service is about to launch a two-year study of bomb 
sites to determine which should be included in the park 
system. Senator Jeff Bengaman (D-New Mexico), who 
sponsored the bill, has said making the sites part of the park 
system would elevate their importance and help promote 
tourism and public understanding of the historical 
significance of the Manhattan Project. The legislation 
singles out sites such as Oak Ridge, Tennessee, Los Alamos, 
New Mexico, and Hanford, Washington. 

-Associated Press, Oct. 23, 2005 

Low-Level Waste Dumps Growing 
CLIVE, Utah - The low-level radioactive waste dump 
Envirocare, 80 miles west of Salt Lake City, Utah, is booming 
with business. The dump, which opened as the nation's 
only privately owned and operated radioactive and 
hazardous waste landfill in 1988, recently won approval to 
double in size. The company said the new land is needed for 
an administrative building and waste handling equipment. 
Meanwhile, long lines of rail cars are backed up in every 
direction, waiting to be unloaded, cleaned and returned to 

the owners. Envirocare now holds enough waste to give 
every Utah resident 61.5 cubic feet of the stuff. 

In Colorado, ranchers are fighting a local hazardous 
waste landfill and state officials over whether to accept low
level radioactive material at the dump. In the town of Last 
Chance, ranchers and local commissioners have asked the 
state to leave the town alone. The waste dump wants to 
accept uranium mill tailings from Denver and sludge from 
ponds outside municipal water treatment facilities. 

-Salt Lake Tribune, Oct. I & Rocky Mountain News, Sept. 
2,2005 

225,000 H-Bombs 

WASHINGTON, DC - The Institute for Science and 
International Security (ISIS) estimates that as of 2003, 35 
countries collectively possess 1,830 tons of plutonium
enough to make 225,000 hydrogen bombs. The plutonium 
stockpile continues to increase worldwide by 70 tons per 
year. The existence of 140 tons of neptunium-237 and 
americium in 32 countries, presents a growing danger as they 
can be used to create a "dirty" nuclear device. 

-New Scientist, Sept. 7, 2005 

Pacifists Toss U.S. Sub Base 
from Sardinia 

ROME-The island of Sardinia, south 
of continental Italy, received with 
satisfaction the announcement of the 
closing of the U.S. La Magdalena 
military base located there. The base 
will be transferred to another country. 

Italian Defense Minister Antonio 
Martino announced the closure, and 
Governor Renato Soru said the 

decision would benefit the island's population. 
The 30-year-old base, housing 3,000 U.S. soldiers and 

their relatives, was turned into a port for U.S. nuclear 
submarines. For years the removal of the U.S. soldiers has 
been demanded by pacifist and ecology organizations that 
denounced the appearance of radioactive pollution in the 
island's waters. -Prensa Latina, Havana, Nov. 24,2005 

World Sales of Radioactive Materials Increases 
NEW YORK - The United Nations reports a substantial 
increase in trafficking in radioactive materials during 2003, 
including one case involving weapons-grade material. The 
International Atomic Energy Agency's Hlicit Trafficking 
Database records 121 .such events. In June, 2003, an 
individual attempted to transport 170 grams of highly 
enriched uranium (HEU) across the Georgian border. 

There have been 18 confirmed cases of trafficking in 
HEU since 1993 with 220 total incidents and about 50 cases 
of dangerous source transfers. In a few situations, kilogram 
quantities of weapons-grade nuclear material were involved. 
Low-dose materials for sale have included reactor fuel pellets, 
natural uranium, DU and thorium. In some cases, smaller 
amounts were thought to be samples of larger quantities 
available for sale or at risk of being stolen. The majority of 
confirmed nuclear incidents during 1993-2004 involved 
criminal activity motivated by profit. During the same time 
frame, there were 4241egitimate sales of radioactive materials. 
Radioactive sources have the potential to harm human health 
and the environment with improper handling, storage, 
smelting or dumping. 

- UN News Centre, Sept. 27, 2005 
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5500; Email: ieer@ieer.org; Web: ieer.org 
* International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear 
War, Kortestrasse 10, 10967 Berlin, Germany; +49-30-6938166; 
Email: ippnw@ippnw.de; Web: ippnw.de 
* Institute for Science and International Security, 236 
Massachusetts Ave., NE, #500, Washington, DC 20002; 
202-547-3633; Email: isis@isis-online.org; Web: isis-online.org 
* Low Level Radiation Campaign, The Knoll, Montpellier 
Park, Llandrindod Wells, Powys, LDl 5LW, Britain; +01-59-
782-4771; Email: bramhall@llrc.org; Web: llrc.org 
*Nuclear Age Peace Foundation, 1187 Coast Village Road, 
#123, Santa Barbara, CA 93108; (805) 965-3443; Email: 
napf@igc.apc.org; Web: wagingpeace.org 
*Nuclear Information and Resource Service, 1424 16th 
Street NW, #404, Washington, DC 20036; (202) 328-0002; 
Email: nirsnet@nirs.org; Web: nirs.org 
* Pysicians for Social Responsibility, 1875 Connecticut Ave. 
NW, #1012, Washington, DC 20009; (202) 667-4206; · 
Web: psr.org 
* Radiation and Public Health Project, 302 W. 86th Street, 

· # 11 B, New York, NY I 0024; (800) 582-3716 or (61 0) 666-
2985; Email: odiejoe@ aol.com; Web: radiation.org 
* Shundahai Network, PQ Box 1115, Salt Lake City, UT 
8411 0; (80 I) 533-0128; Email: shundahai@shundahai.org; 
Web: shundahai.org 
*World lnformatioD Service on Energy, P.O. Box 59636, 
I 040 LC Amsterdam, The Netherlands; Email: wiseamster@ 
antenna.nl; Web: antenna.nllwise 

Nukewatch Pathfinder- 3 



Whitewashing Chernobyl 
By John LaForge 

April26, 2006 will be the 20th anniversary of the radiation 
catastrophe at Chernobyl. The disaster was caused by a 
runaway chain reaction in a commercial power reactor that 
resulted in a series of three explosions. The reactor's graphite 
fire burned uncontrolled for two weeks. Up to 190 tons of 
highly radioactive reactor fuel was catapulted into the 
atmosphere, producing a plume of cancer-causing fission 
products that eventually doused the entire northern 
hemisphere with contaminated rain. On May 15; 1986 the 
Associated Press reported that, "Airborne, radioactivity from 
the Chernobyl nuclear accident is now so widespread that it 

is likely to fall to the ground wherever it rains in the United 
States, the EPA said." Chemobyl's radioactive fallout was 
even found in Minnesota's milk supply. 

The health effects of this globalization of nuclear 
pollution are incalculable. Ukraine's Ministry of Health 
estimated in 1995 that 125,000 people had died from the direct 
effects ofChemobyl contamination. 

However, the nuclear industry, its government friends 
and international proponents. continue to rewrite and 
minimize Chernobyl 's consequences in order to ease the way 
for a burst of reactor construction- in countries the U.S. 
favors. For iran, North Korea, Syria and Venezuela the 
industry is deemed too dangerous. 

The first salvo in what promises to be an expensive 
anniversary effort to rehabilitate the image of nuclear power 
was launched Sept. 5 by the International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA), whose mandate it is to expand nuclear power 
worldwide, with its press release "Chemobyl: The true scale 
of the accident." 

Epidemiologist Rosalie Bertell has written a detailed 
rebuttal to the IAEA's attempt to whitewash Chernobyl's 
never-ending legacy of cancer and debilitating disease. It is 
excerpted on here. Dr. Angelika Claussen, of Germany's 
International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War, 
has critiqued the same report and makes an urgent plea for 
reform of the IAEA/WHO relationship. (See page 5) 

Slighting the World's Worst 
Industrial Catastrophe Rebutted 

By Dr. Rosalie Bertell 

The Sept. 5, 2005 joint press release from the International 
Atomic Energy Agency, the World Health Organization, and 
the UN Development Program sent shockwaves around the 
world and brought strong condemnation from physicians, 
environmental organizations, religious groups and even 
some political parties. 

Bertell: The press release, which purports to be. a 
consensus of more than a hundred scientists, represents 
some very poor scientific conclusions. For example under 
"Major study findings," one finds the fo11owing: 

IAEA: "Approximately I ,000 on-site reactor staff and 
emergency workers were heavily exposed to high-level 
radiation on the first day of the acCident; among the more 
than 200;000 emergency and recovery operation workers 
exposed during the period from 1986-1987, an estimated 2,200 
radiation-caused deaths can be expected during their 
lifetime." 

Bertell: Radiation-caused deaths is a loaded phrase. It 
assumes that only death is considered to be detrimental, 
and eliminates the consideration of all severe and debilitating 
morbidity. Moreover, these scientists, trained by the 
documents released by ICRP [International Commission on 
Radiological Protection] over the last 50 years, have accepted 
without question that the only health effects "of concern" 
attributable to radiation are deaths from cancer. Non-fatal 
cancers are basically of no concern to IAEA. These are 
administrative, not scientific, decisions. Radiation causes 
random damage to cellular DNA, yet only damage manifested 
as cancer death is considered detrimental. There is no 
mention of the mitochondrial DNA (mDNA), which is sixteen 
times more vulnerable to radiation than is cellular DNA, and 
the damage to which is expressed in illnesses equally as 
devastating as cancer. 

IAEA: "An estimated five million people currently live 
in the areas of Belarus, Russia, and Ukraine that are 
contaminated with radionuclides due to the accident; about 
100,000 of them live in areas classified in the past by 
government authorities as areas of 'strict control.' The 
existing 'zoning' definitions need to be revisited and relaxed 
in light of the new findings." 

Bertell: This second "major" and "important finding" 
proposes relaxing the existing zoning regulations in light of 
the clearly unscientific findings. There appears to be vested 
interests behind this press release and report. Such an 
economic goal is unbecoming of the purportedly scientific 
assessment of human health damage .... 

I AEA: "About 4,000 cases of thyroid cancer, mainly in 
children and adolescents at the time of the accident, have 
resulted from the accident's contamination and at least nine 
children died of thyroid cancer; however the survival rate 
among such cancer victims, judging from experience in 
Belarus, has been almost 99 percent." 

Bertell: Again we find the strong and unreasonable 
reliance on the ICRP decision to ignore all health effects of 
radiation that did not result in fatal cancers. Clearly those 
who have had surgery or are on thyroid hormones for the 
rest of their life would have serious arguments with its 
callousness. 

IAEA: "Most emergency workers and people living in 
contaminated areas received relatively low whole body 
radiation doses, comparable to natural background levels. 
As a consequence, no evidence or likelihood of decreased 
fertility among the affected population has been found, nor 
has there been any evidence of increases in congenital 
malformations that can be attributed to radiation exposure." 

Bertell: Nuclear debris from an operating reactor is not 
natural background radiation. Its physical and biochemical 
properties are different, as is the proportion of internal vs. 
external radiation exposure it causes. A uranium fire, such as 
occurred at Chemobyl, bums at 3,000 to 6,000 degrees 
Centigrade, heat sufficient to aerosolize all metals exposed 
to it- including all radioactive heavy metals, iron, steel, 
nickel, copper, etc. In an internal aerosolized ceramic form, 
the maximum possible dose from radioactive chemicals is 
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delivered to the victim, and the maximum toxic 
metal effect can be caused. This is because 
in a pulverized ceramic form, of nanometer 
size, the surface area is maximized; the self
shielding is minimized, resulting in a maximum 
contact dose. 

These nano particles can pass through 
the cell wall, the blood-lung and blood brain 
barriers, and can penetrate to the seminal fluid 
or cross the placenta. They are too small to 
be removed by the kidney fibers .... 

IAEA: "Poverty, 'lifestyle' diseases now 
rampant in the former Soviet Union, and 
mental health problems pose a far greater 
threat to local communities than does 
radiation exposure." 

Bertell: Poverty is frequently the result 
of debilitating chronic diseases. How many 
people lose their jobs because of non-fatal 
cancer, chronic fatigue and other i11nesses? ... 
[D]esignating diseases as lifestyle- rather 
than radiation-related is a judgment, made to 
avoid the questions of polluted environment, 
tobacco, animal fat, the sun, or, for nuclear 
debris, mushrooms, root vegetables and milk. 

Mental illness may itself be radiation 
related, especially when the radioactive 
particles are sma11 enough to penetrate the 
blood brain barrier. There have been studies 
of suicides and violent behavior after 
exposure to radiation that makes this 
hypothesis worthy of further investigation. 

IAEA: "Relocation proved a 'deeply 
traumatic experience' for some 350,000 people ()edit' ARA.f 
moved out of the affected areas. Although 
116,000 were moved from the most heavily 
impacted area immediately after the accident, 
later relocations did little to reduce radiation 
exposure." 

Western European areas covered by Chernobyl's early fallout clouds on 
various days following the April26, 1986 explosions and fire. Radiation 
spread across the entire northern hemisphere and was discovered even 
in Minnesota's milk supply. 

Bertell: This is a very interesting 
observation. It could be interpreted that most of the 
contamination was caused immediately after the explosion, 
or that because of distribution of food practices the whole 
population was exposed. 1 would note that evacuation mi~ht 
not have been timely because of the secrecy surroundmg 
the disaster. How one decides that trauma is due to 
evacuation (which may well be a relief) rather than radiation 
is not clear. 

IAEA: "Persistent myths and misperceptions about the 
threat of radiation have resulted in 'paralyzing fatalism' 
among residents of affected areas." 

Bertell: The truth may well lie between the fatalistic 
predictions and the over optimistic ideas of the physicists, 
who have little sympathy with chronic illness. Many people 
knew nothing about radiation except the public relations 
promotional advertising surrounding the [Chernobyl] 
reactors prior to the accident. In fact so many were 
uninformed that they stood and watched the Chemobyl fire 
without protecting themselves. These people feel rightly 
that they were deceived. Press releases such as this work 
against a sensible response to the problems experienced by 
the people .... 

I AEA: "Structural elements of the sarcophagus builtto 
contain the damaged reactor have degraded, posing a risk 
of collapse and the release of radioactive dust. While this 
appears to be a preventive health recommendation, it seems 
obvious that the sarcophagus has never been completely 
sealed because of the on-going fissioning of the fuel. The 
damaged Chemobyl reactor has been leaking radioactive 
gases, liquids and particulates for the last 20 years. 

"A comprehensive plan to dispose of tons ofhigh-Ievel 
radioactive waste at and around the Chernobyl NPP site, in 
accordance with current safety standards, has yet to be 
defined." 

Bertell: This Chemobyl reactor sits near to the bank of 
the Dneiper River, which provides the drinking water supply 

for the city of Kiev and irrigates farm and orchard land in 
what was, before the disaster, the breadbasket of the former 
Soviet Union. These tons of high-level radioactive waste 
have been leaking into the biosphere for some 20 years. It is 
about time a waste management (not a disposal) plan was 
designed. Imagining that a "disposal" plan could ever be 
designed is to be ignorant of the natural recycling of materials 
on our planet! The earth has an efficient way to clean the 
soil and air, washing all chemical compounds out to the 
ocean sink for recycling into the food web of future 
generations .... 

Another of the recommendations made in the report is: 
IAEA: "In the environmental realm, the Report calls for 

long term monitoring of cesium and strontium radionuclides 
to assess human exposure and food contamination and to 
analyze the impacts of remedial actions and radiation
reduction countermeasures. Better information needs to be 
provided to the public about the persistence of radioactive 
contamination in certain food products and about food 
preparation methods that reduce radionuclide intake. 
Restrictions on harvesting of some wild food products are 
still needed in some areas." 

Bertell: Failure to avoid wild products, utilize proper 
preparation methods and follow cooking suggestions could, 
of course be designated "lifestyle choices" and therefore 
any illness would be the fault of the victim not the disaster! 

The assurances in this unscientific press release, 
purporting to give the most important findings of the full 
report, give little comfort to the suffering people exposed to 
this disaster. 

Dr. Bertell of the Gery Nuns of the Sacred Heart is an 
epidemiologist in Toronto. This analysis originally 
appeared in the Sept. 16 Nuclear Monitor, published by the 
Nuclear Information & Resource Service and the World 
!~formation Service on Energy. 
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at the 
IAEA Blind to 

Cancer Pandemic 
By Or. Angelika Claussen 

A look back at the statements of the IAEA International 
Chemobyl Project leaves us with few expectations. lAEA 
reports are marked by incorrect conclusions and pretence, 
those of the WHO by extreme restraint. 

Studies conducted for the International Chemobyl 
Project of the I AEA took place from January 1990 to the end 
of February 199 1. In 1990 alone the rate of new cases of 
thyroid cancer in children in Belarus was 30 times higher 
than the 1 0 year average. 

The I AEA Report states however: "The offi cial data 
that were examined did not indicate a marked increase in 
the incidence of leukemia or cancers .... Reported adverse 
health effects attrib uted to rad iation were not 
substantiated eithe r by those local studies that were 
adequately performed or by the studies under the Project. 
... The children who were examined were found to be 
generally healthy .... 

Later independent research by the BBC has proved 
that the I AEA and its international commission of experts 
were already in possession of all of the relevant facts at 
the time of the confere nce and the presentation of the 
report, including the hi stopathological evi dence for a 
marked increase in the rate of thyroid cancer. It is alarming 
to ascertain that this deliberate deception of the general 
public was practiced by such experts as Professor Mettler 
(Director of the medical expert group of the International 
Chemobyl Project) and other experts from the EU a..nd 
Japan. 

In a press release of June 13, 2000, 14 years after the 
catastrophe, the I AEA quoted new claims by UNSCEA R
the UN Scientific Committee on the Effects of Atomic 
Radiation - about the medical effect of radiation from the 
Chemobyl accident: "Apart from the substantial increase in 
thyroid cancer after childhood exposure ... there is no 
evidence of a major public health impact related to ionizing 
radiation 14 years after the Chemobyl accident No increases 
in overall cancer incidence or mortality that could be 
associated with radiation exposure have been observed:' 

This claim of the UN Scientific Committee is incorrect. 
It denies the massive increase in thyroid cancer in adults 
and increases in other cancers. Jn 1999 the incidence of 
thyroid cancer in adults in Belarus was already more than 
five times higher than the mean average over ten years before 
the Chemobyl accident. The evidence of several thousand 
additional thyroid cancers in 
adults had already been 
established. An increase in the 
rates of other types of cancer 
had al so been registe red, 
including an increase in cancers 
in Belarus and in particular a 50 
percent increase in childhood 
leukemia, as well as an increase 
in breast cancer. Moreover, the 
rate of malignant disease such 
as youth diabetes had increased. 

A Meek & Mild World Health 
Organization 

United Nations 
had risen by 40 percent compared to pre-Chemobyl 
rates of increase. 

A rise in congenital malformations and 
stillbirths has also been observed, both in Belarus, 
particularly in the badly affected area ofGomel, as 
well as in Ukraine, West Europe and in Turkey. 

However, IAEA's Sept. 5 press release claims 
that: "A modest but steady increase in reported 
congenital malformations in both contaminated and 
uncontaminated areas of Belarus appears related 
to better reporting, not radiation ." 

Why is I AEA trying to reach a consensus on 
the medica l and environmental effec ts of 
Chemobyl, when it is obvious that the numbers of 
deaths and disease go up from year to year and the 
scientific discussion on radiation-induced disease 
- that increases understanding of the mechanisms 
of constant external and internal (incorporated) low
level radiation - is fully underway? Do we not rather 
need more intensive research efforts at this point, 
in order to understand the problem better? 

IAEA's conflict of interest & control of WHO 

The cracked and crumbling concrete "sarcophagus" built around the 
destroyed Chernobyl reactor must be rebuilt, but international dona
tions of funds for the project have fallen far short of .the need. 

If we take a look at the IAEA statute then it becomes 
clear. The main objective s~t by statute for the lA EA is: "To 
accelerate and enlarge the contribution of atomic energy to 
peace, health and prosperity throughout the world." The 
statute also makes IAEA responsible for health questions 
relating to nuclear energy. 

By this time the attentive reader will wonder: IAEA 
responsible for health questions? Should that not be the 
responsibility ofWHO?The WHO's coQstitution defines 22 

·functions for the organization, inclUding "to provide 
information, counsel and assistance in the field of health,'' 
and "to assist in developing an informed public opinion 
among all peoples on matters of health." 

In 1956, when many scientists, as well as the German 
philosopher Emst Bloch, still believed in the promise of"the 
peaceful uses of nuclear energy," 20 well-known geneticists 
gave a warning at a WHO conference about radiation 
exposure because they had discovered that even the smallest 
doses could cause disproportionately large amounts of 
damage to cells. 

Jn 1959 critical voices within the WHO on the damaging 
consequences to the human gene pool and human health 
were silenced. Article nu of the agreement between IAEA 
and WHO states: "The IAEA and the WHO recognize that 
they may find it necessary to apply certain limitations for the 
safeguarding of confidential information furnished to them." 

In other words: The 
general public will not be 
protected from the 
dangers and risks of 
nuclear energy, But 
rather from the truth 
about them. WHO is 
bound by an adhesion 
contract. Science at 
WHO is only a llowed 
within narrow limits 
defined by the I AEA. 

Internal Rad 
Exposure Risk 

Underestimated 
The British Committee Examining Radiation Risk of 
Internal Emitters (CERRJE) issued opposing reports in 2004 
due to disagreement over how best to assess risk. The 
Minority Report was ignored by the press wflich}ocused 
on the majority opinion that the low dose risk was being 
underestimated by a factor of 10. As bad as that news is. 
profound biological and epidemiological evidence 
indicates that the actual danger from internal low doses 
may be as much as 1,000 times cu"ent estimates. Following 
is a excerpt from the Minority Report s Executive Summary: 

The Minority Report, which was excluded from the 
" Final" Report at a late stage, provides strong evidence that 
current models of hazard from radioactivity inside the human 
body underestimate risks by at least I 00 and possibly up to 
l ,OOOtimes .... 

A clear example is the sharp increase in infant leukemia 
in several countries after Chemobyl. CERRIE's Final Report 
accepts that this would be expected on the basis of the 
radi ation doses to the fetus. It also accepts that the 
benchmark is up to a 40 percent increased risk at a dose of 
10,000 micro-si everts from obstetric X-rays. Doses in Greece 
were 200 micro-sieverts but infant leukemia increased by 
160 percent: in Germany doses were I 00 micro-si everts and 
there the increase was 48 percent; in Wales and Scotland 
doses were 80 micro-sieverts and the increase was greater 
than 200 percent. The Final Report of CERRJE fails to observe 
that these data are a serious challenge to the conventional 
radiation risk model's fundamental assumption that cancer 
risk is linear, or strictly proportional to dose. 

CERRIE was set up by Michael Meacher in 2001 .... The 
[mandate] was to identify areas where consensus could and 
could not be reached, to explain the reasons for any areas of 
disagreement and suggest research to resolve them. The 
Final Report was to be agreed by all members. Two members 
dissent because while it does identify the existence of 
disagreements it notably fails to explain them. Large areas of 
evidence have been misrepresented, for example the post
Chemobyl infant leukemia referred to above .... 

WHO has kept a low profile 
when it comes to statements 
about Chernobyl's medical 
consequences·: "The Chemobyl 
accident led to fata lity of 30 
workers at the reactor s ite, 
caused the hospitalization of 
hundreds of others and exposed 
6. 7 million people to ionizing 
radiation caused by fallout of 
radioactive aerosols. This has led 
to a tenfold increase in thyroid 
cancer among children in affected 
areas." 

The explosions and fire that destroyed Chernobyl sent radio
active faUout across the entire northern hemisphere, and was 
so widespread that it was, " likely to fall to the ground wher
ever it rains in the United States, the EPA said." 

We are approaching 
the 20th anniversary of 
the Chemobyl catast
rophe. Many scientific 
studies on the medical 
effects of Chernobyl 
from the affected 
countries Belarus, 
Ukraine and Russia are 
not yet known to us (in 
the West) because they 
have not been tran
slated from Russian. 

What we need now 
is independent re
search and dissemi
nation of research 

Two Russian Academicians who attended CERRJE's 
three-day workshop in Oxford in July 2003 said there were 
thousands of studies in Russian which were relevant to the 
Committee's work. They strongly recommended that 
resources should be devoted to translating at least the 
abstracts to make them available to a wider scientifi c 
audience .... The authors, who include personnel from 
government ministries, clinics, research institutes and 
universities, frequently criticize bodies such as WHO, the 
!AEA and the European Commi ssion for adhering to 
[outdated] modeling and denyi ng the clear association 
between observed disease and radioactive pollution .... 

In the current press release on the present "Consensus 
Conference," I AEA claims there will be 4,000 deaths as a 
consequence of the Chemobyl accident: 50 emergency 
workers who died of acute radiation sickness; nine children 
who died of thyroid cancer; and an estimated 3,940 deaths 
from radiation-induced cancer and leukemia. 

A quick look at the Low Level Radiation Campaign 
web site in the U K that is run by independent scientists, 
as is the web site www.strahlentelex.de (an independent 
information service in Berlin on radiation and health), 
shows in contrast a wealth of scientific publications from 
the affected countries and West Europe on the effects of 
Chemobyl. In Nov. 2004, the Swiss Medical Weekly 
published study results of the Clinical Institute of 
Radiation, Medicine and Endocrinology Research, Minsk, 
Belarus showing that cancer rates between 1990 and 2000 
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results on the effects of Chernobyl. 20 years on, lAEA is 
still largely being steered by its own interests. The 
agreement between IAEA and WHO should be revoked 
immediately. 

Dr. Angelilul Claussen works with the Jnterntltiontll 
Physicians for the Prevention of Nuc/4!ar War in Berlin. 
This essay first appeared in the Nuclear Monitor of Sept. 
16. 

TAKEACT~ON: The long outdated 1959 UN agreement 
between the I AEA and the WHO (WHA 12.40) allows the 
IAEA to preve'nt or classify as secret any WHO program on 
health effects of nuc.lear energy. Join the campaign to free 
the World Health Organization from IAEAcontrol and to 
keep IAEA out of post-radiation disaster analysis or 
intervention . Contact: Michel and Solange Fernex 
<s.m.fernex@ wanadoo.fr> 

The authors of the. Minority Report believe that the 
suppression of material which has occupied much of the 
three yearCERRIE process was motivated by fears that, if it 
were published in an official report, it could precipitate legal 
challenges to the emissions authorizations without which 
nuclear reactors cannot function .... 

In July 2004 the Final Report was leaked to New 
Scientist, leading to news media suggesting that CERRJE 
would report that, due to uncertainty in estimating risk, 

·plutonium might be I 0 times more dangerous than previously 
thought. In a letter published in New Scientist (Sept. 14) a 
Committee member noted that this was an understatement, 
since the Final Report identifies multiple uncertainties, some 
of which cover several orders of magnitudes and none of 
which can be taken in isolation. 

- Low Level Radiation Campaign, England 
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"R._eactor Rou_lette 
VERMONT YANKEE - 62 Cracks 

BRATILEBORO, Vermont - The Vermont Yankee reactor 
has, at last count, 62 cracks in its steel steam "dryer," a filter 
that removes moisture from steam inside the reactor vessel. 
Entergy, the owner, wants to boost power production by 100 
megawatts in spite of the cracks and is waiting for NRC approval. 
The NRC says the reactor is safe to operate and approved a 
restart after an October 24 refueling outage. Senator James 
Jeffords, Senator Patrick Leahy and Representative Bernard 
Sanders, all ofVennont, sent a message to NRC Chairman Nils 
Diaz asking for a full investigation into the cause of the cracks. 
Other GE-designed reactors have experienced failures because 
of cracking in ·their steam dryers. But the NRC and En~ergy 
claim the cracks have been there since 1972, and don't pose a 
structural problem. 

- Rut/and Herald, Nov. 11 , 2005 

ARKANSAS 2 -
Dropped Control Rod 

RUSSELLVlLLE, Arkansas-The Arkansas 2 reactor was 
operating at full power Sept. 8 when a control rod - used to 
slow the uranium-based nuclear chain reaction - was 
accidently dropped during maintenance. Energy output was 
lowered to 66 percent following the incident to allow for 
control rod tests. - Reuters, Sept. 9, 2005 

CONNECTICUT YANKEE - Leaking 

HADDAM, Conn.-The former Connecticut Yankee rector 
has been leaking radioactive water from its waste fuel cooling 
pond. Authorities claim that the public is safe since the 

was inaccessible to Fisher, so another camera will be 
submerged. Even if a source is found, " it is not clear how 
they would repair it1" the New York 1imes reported. 

-New York Times. Nov. 26; Journal News, Sept. 21 & 
30; Hudson Valley News. Sept. 20, 2 I & 26; & News day, Sept. 
21,2005 

INDiAN POINT, Continued 
"No Danger to the Public" 

Lying and the broadcast of dubious claims, that are 
refuted by the facts, are standard operating procedure 
for nuclear utility public relations. The latest breakdowns, 
leaks and cover-ups at Indian Point near New York City 
are a perfect case study. 

Radioactive water leaking from the cooling pond that 
stores the fantastically radioactive waste fuel rods at Unit 
2 is being "captured" in a plastic sheet and then 
"channeled into a plastic bottle for disposal." The 
operators don ' t know if the pool is leaking one quart or 
two every day. 

Federal officials and the plant's owners say, " there 
is no danger from the leak[s]" which contains radioactive 
tritium. 

Of course, "No danger to the public" is always the 
first thing reactor operators say when their pollution 
makes the news . One observer, Susan Tolchin, a 
spokeswoman for Westchester County, pointed out that 
there may be more than one leak. 

The reactor owners had the nerve to publicize that 
the reactor "already legally discharges into the Hudson 
River every year an amount of tritium 18,000 times greater 
than what is now leaking." In fact, the owners can ' t tell 
exactly how much is now leaking, nor do they know how 

long the leak has been 
on going. 

Indeed, Entergy, the 
owners, cannot find the 
source of the leak(s), 
even though they've 
been looking for over 
two months. 

contamination never, "left the 
property." However, no one 
knows when the leak began. 
Workers digging near the 
building di scovered the 
contamination. The NRC can 
only estimate the rate at, 
"several gallons per day for 
some time." The leak is under 
investigation. The cooling 
pond, formerly full of waste 
reactor fuel , was cleared of the 
fuel during its decommissioning, 
begun in 1996. Completion is 
expected next year. Soi l and 
concrete in the area are being 
tested for contamination. 

- The Hartford Courant. 
The Connecticut Yankee cooling pool has been leaking sev
eral galloas per day for an unknown amount of time. 

Another coup le of 
doozies: " The offsite 
dose is essentially zero," 
said Entergy engineer 
Don Mayer, referring 
presumably to human 
exposure to the tritium. 
And NRC spokesman 
Neil Sheehan said in 
September there was 
little likelihood that 
enough water had Nov. 3, 2005 

INDIAN POINT -
Cooling Pond Leak lnitiaUy Kept Secret 

BUCHANAN, New York - The two Indian Point reactors, 
35 miles north of New York City, are plagued by safety and 
management problems that now include an uncontrolled 
radioactive water leak. 

Crews digging up the floor of the Indian Point 2 fuel 
storage building- in advance of a dry cask storage pioject 
- discovered radioactive moisture on the outside wall of 
the irradiated fuel rod cooling pool. The contamination was 
found aJong two horizontal cracks on the outside of the 4-to-
6 foot thick wall of the pool that is lined with a quarter-inch 
of stainless steel. The pool cools the extremely hot waste 
fuel by keeping it submerged. 

Area politicians and the state of New York are demanding 
an investigation of the leak. Westchester County Executive 
Andrew Spano said he was concerned about the delayed 
admission (Sept. 20) of the ongoing leak by the NRC, which 
has known about it since August. "It has left us questioning 
the effectiveness of the NRC as an industry regulator. How 
can we continue to assure our citizens that the NRC is 
closely monitoring the licensee and plant operations?" 
Spano said. 

NRC spokesman Neil Sheehan said notification of 
public officials was not immediate because of the need to 
find out "the extent of the leakage and its potential 
impact." 

U.S. Representatives Eliot Engel and Nita Lowey, both 
Democrats, blasted Entergy, the reactor operator. Engel said 
the problems never seem to end at Indian Point. "It seems to 
me that year after year, we find something else that happens 
that lends credibility to the fact that this power plant may 
not be safe and it ought to be shut down," he said. Lowey 
said the leak illustrates once again that "this facility is not 
safe for the residents of our region." She, too, called for the 
decommissioning of the plant for the health and safety of all 
New Yorkers. Eighty-two thousand people live within 10 miles 
of the reactor complex. 

Unable to find the leak, Entergy lowered a camera into 
the waste pool. Then they hired a commercial diver, Tim 
Fisher, 39, ofTucson, to actually go into the pool and look at 
a few cracks. Fisher examined three spots, none of which 
were said by the company to be leaking. 

Project manager Don Leach, admitted there is no 
guarantee that the Jeak(s) can be fixed. Much of the pool 
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leaked to make it into nearby water supplies. It is not 
only that the company and the government don't have 
enough information to verify their safety assurances, but 
no mechanism is even in place to detect or measure 
cooling pond leakage. Mayer and Sheehan dared to make 
their claims even as the company began drilling wells to 
try and discern the extent of the contamination. 

PALISADES
Hydrogen Leak 

SOUTH HAVEN, Mich. -The Wisconsin-based Nuclear 
Management Company shut down CMS Energy 
Corporation's 767-megawatt Palisades nuclear power 
station in Michigan on Sept. I due to a main generator 
hydrogen leak. The reactor was then operating while at 
100 percent power. The company said the source of the 
hydrogen leak was a cracked weld the operator could not 
fix with the reactor on line. Palisades is located about 60 
miles southwest of Grand Rapids, Michigan and is 
operated by Nuclear Management Company. 

- Reuters, Sepl 2, 2005 

MIHAMA-
CooUng Water Leaking 

TOKYO, Japan - A reactor at the Mihama nuclear site, 320 
kilometers west ofTokyo, was shut down in September after 
radioactive water leaked from the cooling system. Shortly 
before the leak, the reactor had a radioactive steam leak. 
According to the Russian news agency /tar- Tass, the 
Mihama site suffered similar incidents throughout the year. 
In August of 2004, five people were killed at Mihama by 
high-pressure steam leak that blew apart a large pipe. 

-!TAR-TASS, Sept. 30, 2005 

PALOVERDE-
Fiaw Undetected for 19 Years 

PHOENIX, Arizona - The Palo Verde nuclear reactor 
outside Phoenix, Arizona was shut down in October due to 
the discovery of a design flaw with the emergency reactor 
cooling system. The flaw went undetected since 1986 when 
it began producing power. The emergency cooling system 
in each ofthe three units is designed to replace the water 
that cools the reactors in unusual situations. Engineers 
at Palo Verde found that the pumps that provide 
emergency cooling water may not sense that a storage 

tank is getting low on water and switch to another source. 
Failure of an emergency cooling system wouJd result in a 
core meltdown . The three reactor units will be shut down 
until the problem is solved. Palo Verde is one of the 
nation's largest nuclear power stations. 

-Associated Press, Oct. 14, 2005 

PLUM BROOK-
Radiation Found in River 

TOLEDO, Ohio - On October 18, officials from the U.S. 
Space Agency, NASA, revealed that soil samples taken 
from a Lake Erie tributary contain a number of radioactive 
isotopes. The radioactive cesium- 137 and Cobalt-60 are 
byproducts of NASA's Plum Brook nuclear test reactor, 
located four miles south of Sandusky, Ohio. The nuclear 
reactor operated between 1967 and 1973 and is currently 
being decommissioned. State health officials are not sure 
if the radioactivity discovered off-site is significant 
enough to warrant cleanup or warning signs. 

- Waging Peace, newsletter of the Nuclear Age Peace 
Foundation, Oct. 2005 

BROWNS FERRY-
Nuclear Worker Killed 

ATHENS, Alabama - On October I , Richard Haynes of 
Killen, Alabama, was struck by heavy equipment while 
working inside the Unit I reactor at the Browns Ferry 
nuclear reactor. Haynes died from his injuries Oct. 6. The 
reactor has been out of service since 1985 when it was 
shut down amid safety concerns following the accidental 
death of another worker. Haynes was part of a team 
working to bring Unit I back on-line. Officials hope to 
restart the reactor by 2007. 

- Waging Peace, newsletter of the Nuclear Age Peace 
Foundation. Oct. 2005 

LOUISIANA, TEXAS, FLORIDA -
Reactors Affected by Recent Hurricanes 

Hurricanes and other severe weather events pose serious 
risks to nuclear power reactors, as seen by the string of 
hurricanes this fall - Katrina, hitting the Gulf Coast, Rita 
in Texas and Wilma passing over J:lorida. If there is a loss 
off offsite power, which is needed to power vital safety 
systems, the reactors must rely 011 diesel generators for 
power. If the generators are not functioning, a set of on
site batteries are supposed to power the most essential 
safety systems for approximately four hours. 

With each hurricane. nuclear reactors were monitored 
closely and some were shut down within hours of the 
storms' arrival. On Aug. 29, Waterford 3, near Taft, 
Louisiana, was shut down two hours before Katrina 's 
hurricane- force winds were expected to hit. Offsite power 
was lost due to instability in the region 's electrical grid, 
and Waterford had to rely on diesel generators for four 
.days to circulate water that cools waste fuel rods, 
preventing a meltdown. 

Despite initial projections that hurricane Rita would 
directly hit the South Texas Project I and 11 reactors in 
Bay City, Texas on September 24, the storm veered 
northward and no shutdown was ordered. 

On Oct. 25 in Florida, three reactors- Turkey Point 
near Miami and two units at St. Lucie in Ft. Pierce- were 
shut down prior to hurricane Wilma 's arrival. On Oct. 31, 
after the hurricane .caused widespread electrical outages, 
an "unusual event" was declared at Turkey Point when 
electrical grid instabilities caused a loss of off-site power. 
Once again diesel generators were relied upon for power. 

The hi story of emergency diesel generators 
demonstrates how vulnerable reactors are to the loss of 
off-site power. As recent as Aug. 5, 2005, all four of a 
South Carolina nuclear power station's emergency diesel 
generators were discovered to be inoperable. 

- Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Event Notification 
Reports, Aug. 5, Aug. 29, Oct. 24; Nuclear Information and 
Resource Service, Sept. 22, 2005 

GEORGIA & FLORIDA-
Three Fires at Reactor Sites 

In the span of one week, there were fires at three separate 
nuclear reactors. On Oct. 25 at the Turkey Point reactor 
near Miami, officials reported a small fire on the Unit 3 
High Pressure Turbine. The fire was caused by oil soaked 
insulation and lasted 13 minutes. On Oct. 29, a fire was 
reported in the main transformer area of the Hatch reactor 
in Baxley, Georgia. The fire lasted more than 10 minutes 
and the reactor was forced to shut down. The site 
chemistry dept. had notified the Coast Guard a few hours 
later that the site had discharged an unknown quantity of 
oil into the Altamaha River and was implementing site 
spill control procedures. On Oct. 3 I, officials at the St. 
Lucie reactor in Ft. Pierce, Florida, reported a fire in the 
Unit I reactor containment building. Eight people had to 
be hospitalized for smoke inhalation. The fire, caused by 
slag from metal work contacting a ventilation hose, was 
extinguished in a matter of minutes. 

- NRC Event Notification Reports, Oct. 25, 29 & Nov. 
1, 2005 
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Plutonium Fuel a 
Step Closer in Japan 
JAPAN- The Japanese Atomic Energy Commission on 
Sept. 7 approved a safety evaluation for.Kyushu Electric 
Power Company's plan to use MOX - a "mixed oxide" 
compound fuel made of recycled plutonium and uranium
for nuclear power reactors. The MOX proposal, or 
"pluthermal" as it's being called, has garnered favor in an 
industry which is currently overrun with nuclear waste now 
being stored in cooling pools and dry casks. Kyushu Electric 
must get consent from local residents before it starts using 
pluthermal fuel in its Number 3 reactor at the Genkai site in 
Saga. The Agency for Natural Resource and Energy and the 
Nuclear and Industrial Safety Agency ofMETI eo-hosted a 
symposium on pluthermal in an attempt to convince the 
public of its safety and necessity. 

Japan contracts with France and England to reprocess 
its irradiated reactor fuel. Japan expects to load 16- 18 reactors 
with MOX/pluthermal fuel by 2010. Japan has not used MOX 
fuel yet. 

Numerous setbacks have haunted Japan's nuclear industry. 
First, British Nuclear Fuels, Ltd. falsified records on a shipment 
of MOX to Japan that was subsequently returned. Then, the 
Mihama-3 reactor killed five people in August of2004 when 
a steam pipe ruptured. In 2001, Kiriwa VilJage held a 
referendum on the use of MOX in Niigata Prefecture's 
TEPCO's Kashiwazxaiki-Kariwa reactor and citizens voted 
down the plan. In August 2002, inspectors discovered falsified . 
data at TEPCO's Niigata and Fukushima sites. 

With hopes of having MOX-fueled reactors up and 
running by 2010, the Japanese government, like its U.S. 
counterpart, is offering special subsidies ·to the industry. 

For its safety review of Genkai-3, Nuclear Safety 
Commission (NSC) decided not to set up an expert review 
panel to conduct a detailed investigation. Instead it left the 
judgment to three of its commissioners. NSC said that it was 
unnecessary to conduct an expert investigation, because 
the use of MOX fuel in Genkai-3 would be the same as that 
previously intended for KEPCO's Takahama-3 & 4 reactors. 
However, the power output of Genkai-3 is higher at 1,180 
MW (Takahama 3 & 4 are 870 MW) and the core design is 
different; so 151 groups and 114 individuals demanded a 
rigorous expert investigation and an opportunity for public 
comment. They also pointed out that compared to overseas 
MOX fuel, the plutonium content would be quite high. 
Compared to 3.1 to 4.6 percent plutonium in France MOX fuel 
assemblies, Genkai-3 assemblies will contain 6.1 percent. As a 
result, the plutonium could become unevenly distributed, 
increasing the risk of damage to the fuel. Additional concern 
exists that there is nowhere to put the spent MOX fuel and that 
it may be stored long-term at the reactor site, because even if 
the Rokkasho Reprocessing Plant starts up, it is not capable of 
reprocessing used MOX fuel. 

The public is not in favor of the experiment. Kysushu 
residents have responded with a wide range of actions in 
opposition to MOX, including protest flotillas on the sea 
around Genkai, petition drives and public debates. In 
addition, resolutions against the plan have been passed by 
local councils neighboring Genkai. 

-Japan Times, Aug. 31 & Citizens' Nuclear Information 
Center, Sept., 2005 

We eall on world Leaders to: 

... 

Winter 2005/06 

abolish nuclear arms and 
dismantle nuclear stockpiles 

Nuclear Reactors Safe? Claim is Unsound 
By U.S. Representative Cynthia McKinney 

Just as U.S. Senator Bill Frist, (R-Tenn.), was telling Georgians 
in a Nov. 14 Atlanta Journal-Constitution opinion column 
that "nuclear power plants have a sound safety record," 
Southern Co.'s Edwin I. Hatch [reactor]along the Altamaha 
River near Baxley was reporting the loss of 68 inches of 
highly irradiated nuclear fuel. 

As highly radioactive waste, this irradiated or "spent" 
nuclear fuel is millions of times more radioactive than new 
fuel. Hatch says the missing fuel is either at the bottom of 
the fuel pool or it was mistakenly shipped out with 
radioactive scrap regularly collected by the filters. The 
problem? There is no facility_ in the United States licensed to 
accept commercial irradiated reactor fuel. The containers that 
it was shipped out in are said to be safe for hundreds of 
years. The half-life of irradiated nuclear fuel exceeds a million 
years. You do the math. 

Hatch's safety record is hardly "sound." In 1984, cracks 
in the containment system were discovered. Hatch is also on 
record for one of the largest releases of radioactive water into 
our environment. In 1986, human error and equipment failure 
led to the release of 84,000 gallons of radioactive water from 
Hatch into a wetlands area on plant property, only a few hundred 
yards from the Altamaha. Both the Hatch and Vogtle plants 
have had ongoing worker safety violations. 

But never mind that, says Frist. Nuclear power is safe. 
Is it safe from terrorist attack? Not according to the FBI 
director who testified to Congress in February. 

In 1986, a member of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
testified to Congress that he expected a core meltdown to 

happen within 20 years. It sounds as if we could be overdue. 
Accidents? Heck, says Frist, Three Mile Island was no big 
deal. And Chernobyl? According to Frist it only killed "scores 
of people and rendered about 20 square miles of land 

. uninhabitable." 
Frist fails to say anything about the global fallout, which 

touched 3 billion people worldwide, or about how the 
incidence of thyroid cancer in neigh boring Belarus is 100 
times higher than before the accident. "Chernobyl heart" is 
a condition found in children from the region who develop 
holes in their hearts and die without surgery. Thousands of 
children each year are on the waiting lists, but only a few 
hundred receive treatment. 

Anyone who raises concerns about nuclear power 
safety gets branded as a fearmonger. Were the writers at 
the Times-Picayune labeled that when as early as 1998 
they predicted that a Category 3 hurricane could breach 
the levees and flood New Orleans? But even when the 
"fearmongers" turn out to be right, as they did in 
Louisiana, why should we worry? Haven't we all seen 
how swiftly and judiciously the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency and the Department of Homeland 
Security respond to catastrophe? 

Frist wants Georgia to embrace building nuclear reactors. 
I am told Frist is a doctor. What kind of doctor would tell 
Georgians that their nuclear plants have a "sound safety 
record" when the facts say otherwise? Only a spin doctor. 

- U.S. Representative Cynthia McKinney is a Democrat 
representing Georgia s 4th Congressional District. This opinion 
appeared in the Atlanta Journal-Constitution, Nov. 24, 2005. 

Poland Reveals Old Warsaw Pact 
Nuclear War Plan 

Europe Faced Destruction 
"Pentagon maps were the mirror image" 

The Guardian, Nov. 26, 2005 

Poland's new rightwing government published a Cold War 
era Warsaw Pact map showing detailed plans for Soviet 
nuclear strikes against Western Europe. 

Poland threw open the doors of its military archives to 
show how most of Europe would have been laid to waste in 
a nuclear conflagration between east and west. Dating from 
1979, when presidents Jimmy Carter and Leonid Brezhnev 

Mr. Sikorski said of the exercise, which estimated that two 
million Polish civilians would have been killed. "It shows 
that the Polish army was being used to participate in an 
operation that would have resulted in the nuclear annihilation 
of our country." 

Commander Waldemar Wojcik, head of Poland's Central 
Military Academy, said, "This was an exercise based on the 
assumption of a NATO attack. The doctrine ofthe day was 
that the Warsaw Pact countries were peace loving." He added, 
"I visited the Pentagon in 2001 and was shown maps that 
were the mirror image of this." 

were discussing Detente, the map showed how Warsaw Pact Rums&. .. eld Rebu~s Chi·na's 
forces would have responded to an attack by the NATO •4 .l.ll 
alliance. 

A series of red mushroom clouds over Western Europe 
show that Soviet nuclear weapons strikes would have been 
launched at Germany, the Netherlands, Denmark and Belgium 
if NATO had struck first. Red clouds are drawn over the 
then German capital, Bonn, and other key German cities such 
as the financial center of Frankfurt, Cologne, Stuttgart, 
Munich and the strategically important northern port of 
Hamburg. Brussels, the political headquarters of NATO, is 
also targeted. Blue mushroom clouds, representing the 
expected NATO nuclear strikes, are drawn over cities in the 
eastern bloc, including Warsaw and the then 
Czechoslovakian capital, Prague. France would have 
escaped attack, possibly because it is not a member of 
NATO's integrated structure. Britain, which has always 
been at the heart of NATO, would also have been spared, 
suggesting Moscow wanted to stop at the Rhine to avoid 
overstretching its forces. The exercise, entitled Seven 
Days to the River Rhine, indicated Warsaw Pact forces 
aimed to reach the Franco-German border within a week 
of a NATO attack. 

Standing next to the fading map in Warsaw yesterday, 
Radoslaw Sikorski, the Polish defense minister, said, "The 
objective of the exercise on this map is to take over most of 
western Europe- all of Germany, Belgium and Denmark." 
"This map is a moving and shattering personal experience," 

"No First Strike" Pledge 
Pentagon ChiefDonald Rumsfeld was told by the commander 
of China's nuclear missile forces in late October that, in an 
armed conflict, China would not be the first to use nuclear 
weapons. General Jing Zhiyuan spoke with Rumsfeld when 
the he became the first foreigner to visit China's missile forces 
headquarters in Beijing. Rumsfeld did not offer his host the 
same assurance regarding a U.S. nuclear first strike. 

A March 15, 2005 Pentagon planning guide titled 
"Doctrine for Joint Nuclear Operations," advocates using 
U .S. nuclear weapons in a first strike against "rogue" states 
and terrorists "intending to use WMD" (weapons of mass 
destruction) against U.S. or allied multinational military forces 
or civilian populations. The draft proposal speaks 
nonchalantly of nuclear war being launched against 
"possible" strikes on the U.S. 

Reuters reported that the draft doctrine includes a 
laundry list of excuses that could be used for nuclear attacks: 
to counter potentially overwhelming conventional forces; 
for rapid and favorable war termination on U.S. terms; to 
demonstrate U.S. intent and capability to use nuclear 
weapons to deter enemy use of weapons of mass destruction; 
and to respond to the use of weapons of mass destruction 
supplied by an enemy to a "surrogate." 

Nonviolent Action at StratCom, Omaha 
Tbe27thAnnual • weapons stationed at Offutt AFB, STRATCOM is the 

Feast of the Holy.Innocent~ Retreat, Wttness operational command center for all land-, air- and sea-
& Lme Crossmg at based nuclear weapons systems. No nuclear missile silo 

STRATCOM Headquarters & can be activated no Trident Submarine can set sail or 
U.S.MilitarySpaceCommand,OffuttAir B52 bombers fly without STRATCOM'S appro~al. 

Force Base, Omaha, Nebraska STRATCOM at Offutt AFB holds the whole world under 
Mon. Dec. 26 to Wed. Dec. 28 a threat of global nuclear annihilation every day, every 

For more information contact: Frank Cordaro, 
Phone(515) 282-4781; Cell (515)490-2490 

E-mail: <frank.cordaro@gmail.com> 
<www.desmoinescatholicworker.org> 

Why at Offutt Air Force Base? 
Offutt Air Force Base has served as the home of our 

nation's nuclear weapons targeting and command 
headquarters for over 56 years. Formerly the Strategic Air 
Command, after the end of the Cold War the command 
headquarters was ·expanded to the Strategic Nuclear 
Command (STRATCOM). While there are no nuclear 

hour, every minute of the year. 
As if the targeting of 8,000 nuclear weapons were not 

horrific enough, on Oct. 1, 2002, the U.S. Military Space 
Command was added to this hellish mission. With the 
addition of the U.S. Military Space Command, the 
STRATCOM facility now has the mission and ability to 
initiate and direct what is called "Full Spectrum Global 
Warfare." That means the Pentagon can now wage war at 
any point on the earth's surface in a 30-minute time frame 
directly from Offutt AFB. From nuclear weapons to direct 
control and command of clandestine secret military 
missions, the people at STRATCOM will have a direct 
hand in it all. 

Nukewatcb Pathfinder- 7 



Radiation Found to be Harmful in Any Amount 
Low doses more dangerous than earlier estimated 

By J ohn LaForge 

More news arrives daily of the ever-deadlier damage to the 
body by exposure to allowable " low doses" o~ radiati.on ~rom 
nuclear reactors and radioactive waste. The findmgs - tf w1dely 
recognized - could provoke a rewrite of guidelines. for 
"allowable" exposures and bring an end to reactor opcrat1ons 
in the U.S: Operating them so their emissions didn't kill anyone 
would be too expensive. . 

This is why critical scientists arc pushed out of acadcmta 
and industry and their studies ignored or suppressed. 

In 2003, ct dissenting group of British scientific experts found 
that interna l exposure to plutonium is I 00 to I ,000 times more 
dangerous than officially estimated (See p. 5). Their fi~ding 
was cut from the official record and had to be publi shed 
independently. . 

The National Research Counci I reaffinned last summer thetr 
position that all radiation exposure carries the risk of cancer. 
The Biological Effects oflonizing Radiation VII (BELR V LI) report 
explicitly refuted the ''honnesis" theory - propounded by 
professors Todd Alien and Paul Wilson of the Department of 
Engineering Physics at the University of Wisconsin - that a 
little radiation is good for you. ''The scientific research base 
shows that rhere is no threshold of exposure below which low 
levels of ionizing radiation can be demonstrated to be hannless 
or beneficial," said BEIR committee chair Richard Monson of 
Harvard. 

This November. a study published in Radiation Research 
by U.S. and Russian scientists blamed excess cancers in the 
Ural Mountains in central Russia on chronic exposures to low 
doses ofmdioactivity leaked from a weapons factory 50 years 
ago. Science magazine calls the new report - along with a 
large scale study revealing an elevated cancer risk in nu~lcar 
industry workers around the world - "the strongest dtrect 
evidence yet of chrortic, low-dose hea lth effects." 

In 2002, British researchers also published in Science their 
finding that low level radiation from Soviet bomb test fallout 
caused genetic mutations in families living nearby, mutations 
that can be passed to future generations. The rate of mutation 
was found to be 80 percent higher than in the corresponding 
generation in the control group. 

In 200 I the National Cancer Institute was forced to reveal 
its finding that atomic bomb testing in Nevada, which spread 
radioactive fallout across every state in the union, has caused 
at least 15.000 cancer deaths and up to 212,000 non fatal thyroid 

No society that feeds 
its children on tales of 
successful violence can 
expect them not to 
believe that violence 
in the end is 
rewarded. 

- Margaret Mead 

cancers. The 6 7 bomb tests blown off between 1946 and 1958 were 
said at the time to be safe. 

A two-year government study in 1990 found a marked increase 
in lcukcmia deaths among people living near the Prairie Island 
nuclear power reactor in SE Minnesota. The "significantly high" 
risk ofleukemia death appeared among residents between the ages 
of 40 and 59, the National Cancer Institute said. Northern States 
Power, now Excel Energy, which runs the reactors, said, " Power 
plants have releases that are so low that one would not expect to 
sec any health effects at all." That was then. 

The journal Environmental Epidemiology and Toxicology 
reported in 2000 that infant mortality rates around five U.S. nuclear 
reactors dropped almost immediately after the reactors closed. In 
areas surrounding five reactors shut down between 1987 and 1995 
(Genoa, in Wisconsin: Rancho Scco in California; Ft . . st. Vr~in in 
Colorado; Trojan in Oregon; and Millstone in Connecticut), mfant 
death rates dropped an average of 18 percent in the first two years. 
The average drop elsewhere in the U.S. was 6.4 percent. 

Add to this growing understanding of the deadliness of low doses 
the fact that in 1987, \9 months after Chemobyl, the federal government 
officially doubled its estimate of the amount of background radiation 
we'reexposed to- from 170to360 millirem per year. 

Lullaby vs. Reality 
Professional bias in reporti ng of radiation issues is often subtle. 
The New York 7imes leads the sophisticated effort to downplay 
findings of increased danger from low dose exposures. Just one 
example: " But even the new estimate that radiation is a more potent 
carcinogen than previously believed should cause no concern for 
the average person, experts said, because the public is not exposed 
to enough radiation to exceed levels considered safe." 

In fact, there is no level considered safe. Today, not a single 
government agency is willing to say that some particularly small 
amount is ham1less. A sampling of current official positions: 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA): 
"Radiation is a carcinogen. [T]hcrc is no level below which we 

can say an exposure poses no risk. Based on current scienti fie 
evidence, any exposure to radiation can be hannful (or can increase 
the risk of cancer) ... In other words, it is assumed that no radiation 
exposure is completely risk free." 

U.S. DepartmentofEnergy(OOE): 
''[T]he effects of low levels of radiation arc more difficult to 

determine because the major effect is a very slight increase in 
cancer risk." 

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (N RC): 
"[T]he radiation protection community conserv~tively 

assumes that any amount of radiation may pose some nsk for 
causing cancer and hereditary effect. ... '' 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS): . 
" Ionizing radiation is invisible, high-frequency rad1att~n that 

can damage the DNA or genes inside the body. Most studtes on 
the long-tenn effects of exposure to radiation used to diagnose or 
screen for cancers or other diseases have not shown an elevated 
cancer risk, but it is possible that there is a small risk associated 
with this exposure." 

National Academy of Sciences · ---.. 1 
" (T]he smallest dos: has t. p.qtentia] to au ~ ~ sp1all i~creas 

in risk to humans .... lt IS unit ly cga tnere IS a "thr~sho1o b-e1o 
which cancers are not induced r.. - _j 
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