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Focus on ELF. 

"The Navy announced that it will shut down the Project ELF 
submarine radio transmission faci lities in northern Wisconsin 
and Upper Michigan- the target of relentless opposition and 
protests by environmental and anti-nuclear activists for decades." 

With this front-page lead the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
happily summed up 36 years of compleJt, far-reaching and 
arduous work. From carpenters to ministers, city councilors to 
U.S. Senators, jail-goers to federal judges, thousands of people 
have worked to see the cancellation of this cold war relic, the 
Navy's submarine "bell ringer" for first-strike nuclear war. 

Nukewatch produced a 4-page Special Report in September 
announcing the news. And with this Pathfinder, we devote the 
center section to news of a long-fought and hard-won campaign. 

Matt Rothschild, editor of The Progressive, wrote on the 
magazine's website, "We owe everyone who engaged in the 
protests at Project ELF a debt of gratitude for a job well done." 
Of course the Navy and its true believers accept the spin from 
the Undersea Warfare Center that ELF is being replaced by Very 
Low Frequency transmitters - in use now for 40 years. One 
local bar and griJ I owner in Clam Lake told the Associated Press, 
" I don't want these damn, bleeding-heart, liberal tree-buggers 
thinking that their protesting is what shut this down." 

We haven' t taken credit for the shutdown, only for keeping 
a spotlight on one dangerous and illegal system that helped make 
nucleat war possible. The protests, the local, state and Tribal 
investigations, and our willingness to go to jail gave the Navy 
dozens of reasons to shutdown ELF. 

Using disciplined nonviolence, we built good relations with 
the police even if they didn't always appreciate our methods. 
Ash land County Sheriff John Kovach, who once organized pro
ELF counter demonstrations, and whose jail held scores of 
resisters, told the Dulutb News Tribune, "For the most part, I 
didn't think they were criminals. They were nice young people 
who believed in this cause. We've never had any real violence 
from these people, and I would say that's a credit to them, but I 
guess we look at (nuclear weapons) in a different way." 

' 
Activists (right) tried all kinds of blockade~ in an effort to 
confront "war business as usual" at the ELF sites. Top: A 
tree planting in front of the gate. Middle: A snow bank. 
Bottom: A sit-down blockade that concluded a 52-mile peace 
walk. 



Question~,_, !hge and Mourning Across Germany 
After waste Train Kills French Blockader 

by John LaForge 

A young French anti-nuclear 
activist was killed Nov. 7 as be 
tried to block a train carrying 
12 heavy canisters of radio
active waste called ''Castors." 
Sebastien Briat was a part of a 
hwnan blockade, or lock-down, 
that was surprised by the train 
near Avricourt in Eastern 
France. After being struck, 
paramedics treated Briat for a 
severed leg, but he died en 
route to a hospital. 

a forest, so visibility for the train driver 
was not very good. More experienced 
protesters make a point of not chaining 
themselves to the track until they are 
sure the train has already stopped. 
Groups usually alert the driver several 
hundred meters ahead to the presence 
of a protest group, waving smoke 
signals at the driver - which Briat's 
group failed to do," the paper said. 

Transport poUcy 
blamed for accident 

The train, coming around 
a bend in the tracks, braked 
suddenly but could not stop in 
time to avoid hitting Briat. 
Peacenews reports that Briat 
had chained himself to the track 
along with three others who 
managed to escape unhanned 
after releasing themselves when 

Twenty-three-year-old Sebastien Briat, the 
French anti-nuclear activist who died Nov. 7 
after belog struck by train carrylog radioactive 
waste to Gorleben, in Northern Germany, is 
the first activist killed in the global campaign 
against the international tr ade in deadly 

While Germany's environment 
minister JUrgen Trittin called for an 
investigation, witnesses and anti
nuclear campaigners say responsibility 
for the accident belongs to the 
government. 

Activists asked how, despite 
claims that security was high all the way 
along the trctck, no one had spotted the 
presence of the group. A police 
helicopter accompanying the train to 

they realized tbe train was unlikely to stop. 
The accidental death sparked outrage and debate about 

the transport of radioactive materials across France. 
Activists howled at the government's claims of safety 

regarding radioactive shipments, saying Briat's death proved 
the police incapable of protecting the deadly waste. Serge 
Billon, a Green leader in Avricourt, near the accident site, 
told the daily Paris Dispatch, "A train could hit something 
at any moment, and there's nothing that the organizations 
which are meant to provide security can do about it." 

Hundreds of French police bad been patrolling the tracks 
near Avricourt, but those in Briat's group slipped by, police 
said. In the past up to 16,000 Gennan police have been deployed 
to keep protesters away from the Castor's routes. 

"The group appears to have been relatively 
inexperienced and failed to follow several unofficial 
guidelines used by radical demonstrators," Paris Dispatch 
reported. 

"Most crucially, the group made the mistake of 
positioning themselves shortly after a bend in the track, near 

check the route had been diverted to 
refuel ~d was unavailable. Activists charged that the waste 
is highly vulnerable to accidents or deliberate attack and only 
a pair of helicopters could prevent lapses in coverage caused 
by refueling. 

Others suggested that the waste train was traveling 
illegally fast. The Paris daily Liberation quoted 
environmentalist Gilbert Poirot who said he believed the train 
should have been able to stop. Poirot suggested that because 
the train had been delayed several times by earlier blockades, 
it could have been speeding in order to make up for lost 
time. 

The French railway union Sud Rail said that the train 
should have been under orders to slow down to a "prudent 
speed"- no more than 19 m.p.h.- because of the highly 
publicized and widespread protests. 

A spokesman for the union said, "There is a real 
incoherence on the part of the authorities who knew that 
there was a real risk of anti-nuclear protests. There were a 
lot of press releases announcing this, add despite everything 

'Bunker Buster' Blasted by Budget 
by MoUy Mechtenberg-Berrigan 

On November 20, 2004, Congress passed the Omnibus 
Appropriations Bill which denied funding for advanced 
concept nuclear weapons. The Bush administration had 
requested $9 million to pursue new types of nuclear weapons 
such as low-yield warheads - mini-nukes. Another $27 
million was set to conti.nue research on modifying two 
existing high-yield warheads to destroy targets buried deep 
underground - Robust Nuclear Earth Penetrator (RNEP). 
Rep. David Hobson. R-Ohio, Senator Dianne Feinstein, D
Calif., and Senator Harry Reid, D-Nevada, led the way in 
the House and Senate to cut the funding during an unusual 
post-election negotiation on the spending bill. 

The Bush Administration had told Congress that it had 
no plans to develop, test and produce the new weapons and 
only wanted to conduct "research." However, a Sept. 8 letter 
to Congress by Secretary ofDefense Donald Rumsfeld gave 
a strong indication otherwise. "If specific funding levels are 
sustained," Rumsfeld wrote, "they would eliminate or 
severely restrict key programs and initiatives necessary to 
support the nation's nuclear weapons stockpile and restore 
a long-needed responsive nuclear weapons infrastructure. 
Such actions are contrary to our efforts to transform the 

U.S. nuclear stockpile to be smaller and more responsive to 
the threats we face in the 21st century." 

The Enetgy Department had outlined a 5-year, $484.7 
million funding plan for the RNEP research and development 
The Energy and Water Appropriations Subcommittee said in 
.June that it ''remains uncoovincedbytbe Depanment's superlicial 
assurances that the [earth penetrator] activity is only study and 
that 'advanced concepts' is only a skills exercise for weapons 
designers." 

The push for new types of nuclear weapons sounds an alarm 
on many fronts. Amini-nuke, defined as less than five kilotons, 
and the "bunker buster>' are both more useable weapons. The 
bunker busters could be I 0 times as powerful as the 12.5 kiloton 
weapon used against Hiroshima. Any new nuclear weapon 
development violates key disarmament treaties, notably the 
~onproliferation Treaty of 1970, and weakens efforts to 
discourage proliferation worldwide. 

The Appropriations Bill also greatly reduced funding 
for the construction of a new facility to produce plutonium 
pits, the Modem Pit Facility. The Bush administration's 
request for $30 million was slashed to $7 million. The 
proposed facility would be capable of producing up to 450 
pits a year, greatly exceeding the number needed to maintain 
the U.S. nuclear stockpile. 

Sham 'Bunker-Buster' Just Psy-Op Weapon 
NEW YORK CITY - Slashing funds from the Robust 
Nuclear Earth Penetrator, or "bunker buster," is good news. 
But as Benjamin Phelan reports in Harper's, the U.S. has 
already deployed a nuclear-anned bunker-buster, and a 
useless one at that: the so called B61-Mod-11, deployed by 
President Clinton in 1997. (See Spring 1998 Pathfinder.} 

The misnamed bunker busters were exposed as a sham 
in the Pentagon's own 2001 Nuelear Posture Review, which 
said the B61-11 "cannot survive penetration into many types 
of terrain in which hardened underground facilities are 
located." The ''terrain" referred to is rock, under which most 
important targets are hidden. 

As Phelan explains, the B61-ll is a gravity bomb with 
no propulsion or guidance system. To penetrate the earth, 
bunker busters need to fall nearly straight down, but most 
gravity bombs bit at a considerable angle, which sometimes 
makes them come back up out of the ground! 

Much like the ''ballistic missile defense" program -
which 50 Nobel Laureates in science have agreed can never 
work-bunker buster propaganda is merely psychological 
warfare used to help demonize the enemy du jour and to 
protect jobs for weapons designers. 

During tests, even when dropped from 40,000 feet, the 
B61-ll only burrowed lOfeet intoA/askan tundra. 

To punch through reinforced concrete, the bomb would 
have to travel 500-meters-per-second, 3,000 m.p.s. to penetrate 
granite. But at such speeds the bombs break into pieces. 
Princeton University researcher Robert Nelson has shown that 
no bunker buster can ever smash through reinforced concrete 
deeper than five-times its own length-60 feet for the B61-11. 

Bunker bust er proponents always claim that a burrowing 
nuclear weapon could be "clean," with its radioactive fallout 
contained underground. This hypothesis has been debunked 
by the government's own rules set out for the underground 
blasts conducted at the Nevada Test Site. Federal guidelines 
say a 400-ton explosion must be at least 1,800-feet deep to 
be "contained." These rules also stipulate the test cavity be 
sealed prior to the explosion, while bunker busters all smash 
a gaping crater, meteorite style. 

Finally, current bunker busters produce what are 
called "base surges" or plume of low-lying fallout, full of 
toxic radioactive dirt and rock, that spreads poison in all 
directions. Advocates of these "clean" radiation bombs 
should be invited to observe a test on one at close range. 

no special c:neasures were taken. What if the obstacle had 
been a truck and not a protester?" 

German & French coUuslon in reprO«Ssing 
The reprocessed fuel , 175 tons in the 12 Castor 

containers, was being sent from Cogema Corp.'s La Hague 
reprocessing site in France, to Gor1eben in northern 
Germany. Used reactor fuel rods from Germany are 
reprocessed in France and England under contracts that 
require that unused waste be returned. More than 4,500 
anti-nuclear activists demonstrated at Gorleben Nov. 6. 
The site, which sits atop deep underground salt beds, is 
temporarily used for above-ground storage. Permanent 
storage is not yet possible because the salt beds are 
currently protected by federal law. 

Tens of thousands have protested previous shipments 
since the transports were restarted in 2001, and Briat's 
death sparked renewed actions acr-oss Germany. 
Indymedia reported demonstrations in 16 cities that 
involved blockades, vigils, mourning processions, 
smashed windows and thrown eggs. Between 300 and 
400 marched in Berlin, apd more than 500 in Hamburg 
- the largest city near the controversial Gorleben site. 

Vanunu 
Hounded 

On Nov. 11 , over 30 police stormed into Mordechai Vanunu's 
room at the St. George Anglican Church in East Jerusalem 
to arrest him. Vanunu is the well known Israeli nuclear 
whistleblower who was abducted by the Mossad in 1986, 
tried in secret. and sentenced to 18 years in prison. 

The police claim to have found classified information 
after ransacking Vanunu's possessions. Vanunu was taken 
to a government interrogation cent er near Tel Aviv sparking 
a worldwide outcry. He was later released on bail and placed 
once again under house arrest 

Israeli security services accuse Vanunu of sharing 
secrets with foreigners and violating conditions of his 
April 21 release. They suggest that he may divulge more 
of what he knows of the Dimona nuclear station. Vanunu 
is not allowed to travel outside of Israel for at least a 
year and is prohibited from speaking with foreign media .. 

Since his April release from Ashkelon prison, Vanunu 
has refused to remain silent. He has been interviewed by 
many of the world's largest newspapers and TV and radio 
networks. He continues to call for Dimona to be opened for 
international inspection and for Israel to disarm its weapons 
of mass destruction. 

Israel is believed to possess about 200 nuclear warheads. 
Mordechai Vanunu has been nominated for a Nobel 

Peace Prize every year from 1988 to 2004. Vanunu said on 
leaving prison, "/ am a symbol of the will of freedom. You 
cannot break the human spirit ... I am proud and happy to 
do what 1 did" 

Deregulation of Nuclear Waste 
. Challent..l in hUnl Ceurt 

WASHINGTON, DC- Five public intem~t .groups filed 
suit in federal court against the Department ofTransportation 
(DOn and the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) for 
their adoption of rules which reduce radiation protections 
by allowing more radioactivity to move on roads, rails, planes 
and waterways without regulation. The Nuclear Information 
and Resource Service, Sierra Club, Public Citizen, Redwood 
Alliance and the Committee to Bridge the Gap are calling 
for withdrawal of the rule that exempts and weakens 
transport regulations and for a full environmental impact 
review. 

The DOT and NRC want to free all radioactive elements, 
in various amounts, from radioactive labeling, tracking, 
monitoring and control. The rules also allow some nuclear 
materials to be shipped without packaging. A whole new 
category of exempt quantities has been adopted - allowing 
radioactive packages called "consignments" to be considered 
not radioactive in transport. The proposed changes exempt 
higher radioactive concentrations than now allowed for more 
than half of the radioactive elements listed -and there are 
hundreds. 

"The motivation,'' said Dr. Juditb Johnsrud of the Sierra 
Club, "is to assist the nuclear industry in treating some 
nuclear waste as if not radioactive. This saves the nuclear 
generators money and pushes the economic and health 
burden onto unsuspecting transporters, recyclers, local 
governments, the public and the environment." 

"Tbe federal government should not increase the amount 
of nuclear material that can be transported without any 
labeling or tracking," said Diane D' Arrigo, Radioactive 
Waste Project Director at Nuclear Information and Resource 
Service in Washington. 

"Workers and the public will be exposed to radiation 
without their knowledge or consent. It is forced radiation 
exposure," charged Wenonah Hauter, director of Public 
Citizen's Critical Mass Energy and Environment Program. 



NUCLEAR SHORTS 
U.S. Corporations Set to Weaponize Outer Space 

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. - Another arms race is 
raging, this time over our heads. The Bush administration 
plans to spend between $500 and $750 billion dollars in the 
next 1 0 years to take control of space with weaponization 
and nuclearization. Giant corporations lobbying for and 
benefiting from enormous NASA contracts include Raytheon, 
Boeing, Lockheed Martin and Northrop-Grumman. Projects 
now underway include the Near Field Infrared Experiment 
or N-Fire, ·a missile launching satellite, and Project 
Prometheus which aims at production of nuclear reactor
powered spacecraft. Research continues on wild-eyed schemes 
like bouncing laser beams off "mirrors" attached to orbiting 
spaceships, space-based surveillance systems, radio frequency 
weapons, and counter-surveillance systems capable of disrupting 
global communications. 

The head ofU.S. Space Command, Gen. Lance "Lordy" 
Lord, has said, "Future challenges require that we develop 
flexible, responsive force-projection capabilities to 
complement our nuclear deterrent force." 

U.S. militarization of space may already have produced 
casualties as two accidents have contaminated the global 
environment. In 1964, the U.S. S:aap-9A plutonium-powered 
generating system-aboard the ill-fated Transit 5BN-3 satellite 
-spread 2.1 pounds of plutonium-238 across the atmosphere 
when it fell out of orbit and burned. In 1978, the Cosmos 954 
satellite carrying 110 pounds of highly enriched uranium fuel 
fell from orbit scattering its radioactive debris. 

In spite of China and Russia urging President Bush to 
abide by the agreement, the U.S. has been making a sham of 
the 19.67 Outer Space Treaty, which set space aside for 
peacef\11 purposes. - Karl Grossman, "Bush Lightyear: To 
Infinity\and Beyond," The Ecologist, July/ August 2004 

China Plans Reactor on Earthquake Site 

YANGUANG, China-A 4.9 magnitude earthquake struck 
the site where state government officials recently approved 
plans to build the country's largest power reactor, a .6.6-billion 
yuan [$7.9 billion] behemoth. Nevertheless, the head of 
Guangdong's Earthquake Prediction and Research Center 
said his group had studied the potential for quake-caused 
reactor accidents. "We have studied the possibility and 
strength of tremors Yangjiang will face. We have analyzed 
the risk of building a nuclear plant there and will be 
constructing a plant that can withstand earthquakes 
measuring seven in seismic intensity." 

-South China Morning Post, Sept. 18, 2004 

IAEA: Iran Has No Nuclear Weapons Program 

ISFAHAN, Iran-While the Bush administration trumpets 
war-like warnings about a future nuclear weapons program 
in Iran and talks of a need for "regime change," a two-year 
investigation by the International Atomic Energy Agency has 
concluded that Iran has no nuclear weapons materials. The 
Washington Post reported Nov. 8 that Iran is still "far away 
from being able to make bomb-grade uranium." Iran agreed 
Nov. 15 to suspend its uranium-enrichment program, 
accepting demands from Britain, France, Germany and the 
European Union, in exchange for future talks on economic 
development. British Prime Minister Tony Blair recently 
persuaded the White House to endorse the agreement, but 
Bush's people have been harshly critical. Hawks in the White 
House continue to call Iran a part of the so-called "axis of 
evil," along with Iraq and North Korea. Outgoing Secretary of 
State General Colin Powell, ridiculed for his dubious UN speech 
about Iraqi weapons and programs, said similarly Nov. 17 that 
Iran was "actively worldng" on missiles that could carry nuclear 
warheads. Richard Haass, president of the Council on Foreign 
Relations, told the New York limes, "It makes no sense for the 
Europeans to offer incentives and for the U.S. to make threats." 

- The Washington Post, Nov. 8, & The New York limes, Nov. 
21 &23,2004 

Big Players Vying for New Reactor Contracts 

TOKYO - The Japanese company Hitachi Ltd. plans to 
collaborate with General Electric to develop and build an 
advanced nuclear reactor in the U.S. by 2010. Hitachi is having 
a tough go at home financially and is looking for new markets. 
GE has completed a draft design of the ESBWR- European 
Simplified Boiling Water Reactor- two of which have been 
operating in Japan since 1997, and will submit it to the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission for approval next year. GE andHitachi 
are making preparations so reactor construction can begin 
quickly once-the license is approved. 

Several companies are preparing for a wave of new reactor 
construction in the U.S. Westinghouse won approval Sept. 13 
for a model called the AP-1000. Moreover, five new reactor 
designs from five different companies are in review with the 
NRC. Atomic Energy of Canada, General Atomics, AREVA 
and Siemens company Framatome, headquartered in Paris, 
Westinghouse and Exelon are all hoping for licenses to make 
a killing in the U.S. Targeted locations for new reactors 
include Entergy's Grand Gulf in Mississippi, Excelon's 
Clinton site in Illinois and Dominion Resources NorthAnna 
site in Virginia. - Reuters, Oct. 17, 2004; Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission, <nrc.gov/reactors/new-Iicensing/design-cert/ 
pbmr.html> 
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Wise. Reactor Worker Contaminated 

TWO RIVERS, Wise. - On Oct. 30, a worker was injured 
and contaminated at the Kewaunee reactor near Two Rivers, 
Wisconsin. The unidentified man was rushed to a nearby 
hospital after on-site attempts to decontaminate him failed. 

The accident, registered as a "non-emergency," was 
reported to the NRC Chicago office. NRC spokesman Jan 
Strasma told Nukewatch that the victim was working inside 
the containment structure when he collapsed. Although the 
details are not yet public, Strasma said the victim fell against 
a contaminated protective suit of another worker. Strasma 
said the man's hair and neck were contaminated and that 
hospital staff successfully decontaminated him. Two utility 
company radiation technicians accompanied the ambulance 
and later reported that neither the vehicle nor the hospital 
were contaminated. No independent verification of these 
assurances is required. The NRC also said it did not know 
what isotopes had poisoned the worker's neck and hair. 

-Official NRC notification, Oct. 30; NRC Region 3 phone 
interview, Nov. 16,2004 

Russians Panic After Reactor Steam Leak 

MOSCOW - Widespread panic broke out in the Russian 
town of Saratov, 560 miles northeast of Moscow, when 
residents spotted a white plume above the Blakovskaya 
reactor site. Hundreds of people left the area, businesses 
closed and pharmacies ran out of thyroid-shielding iodine. 
Rumors spread not to drink the water, but to drink vodka. 

Panic especially struck people who recalled the cover
up of the Chernobyl disaster in 1986, when authorities waited 
for two days to notify residents. 

According to one news report, a leak developed in the 
reactor's water system, while another account claims a 
turbine malfunctioned. No increase in "natural" radiation was 
reported. On Nov . .6, Russia's Rosenergoatom company 
resumed the reactor. - Reuters & AP, Nov. 6, 2004 

Mislabeled Nuclear Waste Shipped IHegally 

ALBUQUERQUE, New Mexico - In the second sucb. 
incident this year, the Energy Department has violated an 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) directive and 
shipped at least .602 drums of untested plutonium waste to 
the Waste Isolation Pilot Project (WIPP) near Carlsbad, New 
Mexico, since August 2003. The EPA, which is responsible 
for safety at the WIPP site, requires mixed waste, toxic and 
radioactive, to undergo "characterization" inspections and 
testing. The illegal batch of waste was shipped from the 
Hanford nuclear reservation to WIPP and buried 2,150 feet 
underground. Federal regulators are considering a shutdown 
of all radioactive waste shipments to WIPP from Hanford as 
well as a fine. 

Between last March and July, 107 drums of radioactive 
waste that required testing from Idaho's National Engineering 
Laboratory were "overlooked" by the DOE and shipped to 
WIPP illegally. The New Mexico Environment Department 
issued a $2.4 million fine in that incident. 

- Albuquerque Journal, Nov. 2, 2004; New Mexico 
Environment Department, August 31, 2004 

Launder This Money, Please 

LITHUANIA - The country's 3.5 million people were 
warned Nov. 5 to be on the lookout for a radioactive U.S. 
$100 bill. The missing bill set off alarms at an airport 
checkpoint and was quarantined, although officials said they 
do not know how it became radioactive. Reuters reported 
that the bill could have been· contaminated in "Eastern Europe 
that still has a high level ofpost-Chernobyl contamination." 
The bill was reported missing and probably stolen Nov. 3, 
just before it was to be destroyed. In Lithuania, $100 is about 
two-thirds of one month's minimum wage. One official 
claimed the bill was not radioactive enough to cause burns 
but, "could pose risks for children or pregnant women." 
However, testing for radiation without an expensive monitor 
is not possible. -New York limes, Nov. 6, 2004 

FDA: Deadly Perchlorate Contaminating Food 

WASHINGTON, DC - On Nov. 29, the Food and Drug 
Administration released alarming data that indicate a large 
portion of the United States' milk and lettuce supply may be 
contaminated with unsafe levels of perchlorate, a toxic by
product of waste reactor fuel that is used in rocket fuel. The 
study analyzedmilkand lettuce in 15 states, revealingperchlorate 
contamination in 94% of the samples. Perchlorate is linked to 
thyroid disorders, tumors, cancer and impairment ofbrain and 
nervous system development in fetuses. 

In its survey, the FDA found an average concentration 
of5.7.6 parts-per-billion in the milk, and 10.49 p.p.b. in the 
lettuce. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency sets a 
limit at one p.p.b. Bill Walker, vice president of the 
Environmental Working Group, a nonprofit organization that 
issued a warning about perchlorate contamination in California, 
recommends that people with thyroid problems and pregnant 
women monitor the total amount ofperchlorate they ingest each 
day. Women are typically encouraged to drink extra milk and 
eat lettuce during pregnancy. 

Previous studies have shown that perchlorate-leaking 
from hundreds of military bases and weapons contractors' 

facilities- concen
trates in lettuce grown 
with contam-inated 
irrigation water. When 
con-taminated water is 
used to grow alfalfa, 
cattle feeding on the hay 
take in the chem-ical and 
pass it on in their milk. 

The FDA plans to 
wait until the National 
Academy of Sciences reviews the risks ofperchlorate before 
deciding whether to enforce limits of the chemical in food. 

- WiredNews.com, Nov. 30; & Environmental Working 
Group, Oakland, Calif., Nov. 30, 2004 

Tax-free Profits for Navy Weapons Giants 

WASHINGTON, DC- In October, a c~rporate tax cut was 
passed by Congress that slashed taxes by nearly $500 million 
at two major military contractors, General Dynamics and 
Northrop Grumman. The provision allows shipbuilders to 
postpone their taxes for years on profits from building ships 
and submarines for the Navy. The tax break was supported 
by Democrats and Republicans despite a big jump in sales 
and profits enjoyed by both contractors. General Dynamics 
makes the Arleigh Burke class of Navy destroyers and 
Seawoifclass nuclear submarines, while Northrop Grumman 
produces aircraft carriers and a new generation of destroyers. 

In 1986, lawmakers in both parties decided that the same 
shipbuilders should pay income taxes on the billions of dollars 
in profits they make selling major weapons to the military. 
The reversal was a special provision in a bill which gave tax 
breaks to oil companies, corn farmers and dozens of other 
highly specific industries. 

Since January 2003, General Dynamics' employees and 
political action committees have made $1.3 million in political 
contributions to lawmakers, 64% to Republicans. Northrop 
contributed $1.24 million, 58% to Republicans. 

-New York limes, Oct. 19,2004 

U.S. Plutonium Detivery Protested in France 

CHERBOURG -A British Nuclear Fuels, Ltd. shipment of 
300 lbs. of radioactive weapons-grade plutonium arrived in 
Cherbourg, France from the United States Oct. 7, 2004. The 
plutonium is set to be converted to experimental mixed-oxide, 
or MOX, fuel for nuclear reactors. Greenpeace and other 
local activists in France protested the shipment and clashed 
with police by blockading the road to the reprocessing facility 
at La Hague in Western France. A French court barred 
protesters from going within 100 yards of the shipment. 

-New York Times, Oct. 7; & Peace News, Oct. 2004 

Search for Lost H-bomb Renewed 
LITTLE TYBEE ISLAND, Georgia. - The military is 
renewing a search for a nuclear weapon lost in the Atlantic 
Ocean since 1958. DerekDuke, a retired Air Force lieutenant 
colonel, has been looking for the bomb for five years and claims 
to have isolated an area the size of a football field with higher
than-normal radiation levels. Duke, working with Pentagon and 
National Lab scientists, will survey the area with sophisticated 
equipment to try and pinpoint the source of the radiation. 

The bomb is one of 11 U.S. nuclear weapons lost during 
air or sea accidents. A crippled B-47 bomber dumped the H
bomb into the ocean after the plane collided with a fighter 
jet during a training flight. The 7 ,600-lb. bomb contains about 
400 lbs. of conventional explosives and an undisclosed 
amount of uranium. The Air Force insists there is no risk of 
a nuclear blast because the plutonium trigger was removed 
before the ill-fated flight. Duke disagrees, citing a 19.6.6 Air 
Force memo referring to the bomb as a "complete weapon." 

- Mpls. Star Tribune, Sept 30; & New York Tzmes, Oct. 1, 2004 

Resources 

* BuUetin of the Atomic Scientist, 6042 S. KimbarkAve., Chicago, 
IL60637, Web: thebulletin.org 
*Committee to Bridge the Gap, 1637 Butler Av., #203, Los 
Angeles, CA 90025, Tel.: (831) 462-6136, Web: envirolink.org 
*The Ecologist, No. 18 Chelsea Wharf, 15 Lots Rd, London, 
England, SW1 0 OOJ, Web: theecologist.org 
*Environmental Working Group, 1436 U St. N.W., Suite 100 
Washington, DC 20009, (202) 667-6982, Web: ewg.org 
* Los Alamos Study Group, Tel.: ( 505) 265-1200; Email: 
gmello@lasg.org; Web: lasg.com 
* Military Toxics Project, PO Box 558, Lewiston, ME 04243, Tel.: 
(207) 783-5091, Email: mtp@miltoxproj.org; Web: miltoxproj.org 
* Nuclear Age Peace Foundation, PMB 121, 1187 Coast Vtllage 
Rd, #1, Santa Barbara, CA 93108, Tel: (805) 965-3443 
* Nuclear Information & Resource Service, 1424 16th St. NW, 
#404, Washington, DC 20036, Tel.: (202) 328-0002; Web: nirs.org 
*Peace News, 5 Caledonian Rd, London, England Nl 9NY, Tel.: 
(+44) 20 7278 3344, Email: editorial@peacenews.info; Web: 
peacenews.info 
* Redwood Alliance, PO Box 293, Areata, CA 95518, Tel.: (707) 
822-7884, Web: redwoodalliance.org 
* Sierra Club, 85 2nd St, 2nd Floor, San Francisco, CA 94 I 05, 
Tel.: (415) 977-5500 Email: information@sierraclub.org; Web: 
sierraclub.org 
* Pubtic Citizen, 215 Penn.Av., SE Washington, DC 20003 
(202) 546-4996 Web: citizen.org citizen.orgcitizen.org 
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Coalition Declares "Mission Accomplished" 
ELF Closure Puts Nukewatch in Spotllgfit 

Calling the shut-down .. a victory for anti-nuclear 
activists," Progressive magazine editor Matt Rothschild 
said, "It was a huge victory for anti-nuclear activists in 
Wisconsin and around the country." The Progressive was 
only one of several national news organizations that 
credited Nukewatch with a leading role in the campaign 
for the shutdown. 

For 10 days state, national and international news 
organizations reported on the shutdown. The story got 
front-page coverage in the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, 
the Madison Capita./ Times, the Duluth News Tribune and 
the Ashland Daily Press. Nationally, the news appeared 
in the Detroit Free Press, the Boston Herald, the 
Washington Post, the surprisingly nuclear-skeptical USA 
Today and on NPR's Morning Edition. Around the world, 
the London Guardian and even the Sydney Australian 
News all noted the decades of anti-war protest and 
resistance. In federal policy-making circles, the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency's Nov. 2 Defense 
Environment Alert (lnsideEPA.com) and The Bureau of 
National Affairs (BNA), in Washington, D.C.- a letter 
published inside the beltway for federal agencies and the 
Congress- highlighted the shutdown. With the headline, 

"Navy to Close Two Communications Sites After Years 
of Protests Against Sub System," BNA noted, "A 
spokesman for Nukewatch, a Wisconsin nonprofit peace 
and environmental organization, told BNA Sept. 21 be 
thinks the Navy is shutting down the ELF sites due to 
fear of liability over potential health issues." 

Morning Edition introduced its interview with senior 
Nukewatch staffer Bonnie Urfer with, "For more than 20 
years, a Navy nuclear submarine communications system 
buried in the northern woods of Wisconsin has been the 
scene of frequent anti-war demonstrations." 

The Capital Times editorially tipped its hat to us on 
Oct. 4, writing, "The Navy would have Wisconsinites 
believe that Project ELF is being shut down because it is 
no longer necessary, and perhaps there is something to 
that claim. But we suspect that continuing protests, by 
groups such as Nukewatcb, hastened the decision." 

Newspapers around Wisconsin long ago called for 
ELF's closure. TheDuluth News Tribune said in 1993, "Being 
against Project ELF . . . is getting so fashionable it's starting 
to attract major league politicians." In 1994, the Wausau 
Daily Herald demanded, "Pull the plug now on Navy's 

Project ELF." Bigger dailies in Ashland, Eau Claire and 
Superior followed suit in 1995 and 1997. Wisconsin's largest 
paper, the MilwaukeeJournal Sentinel, eventually reversed 
its earlier support for the system and declared in 1995 that, 
"ELF deserves to be quietly retired." 

If public opinion bad been implemented then, the 
country would have saved between $130 and $160 million 
and untold numbers of health and environmental problems. 
But as Senator Russ Feingold, D-Wisc., who since 1993 
repeatedly introduced ELF shutdown legislation, told the 
Associated Press, ''The Navy had a 'bunker mentality' in 
trying to pretend the facility had a purpose." -Joh11 LtlF orge 

Celebrate Project ELF's Shutdown 

\ 
~~Mission Accomplished" 

reunion and party 
Mark your calendan for 

Saturday, May 7, lOOS 
Time and place to be announcect 

Three Decades of Creative Nonviolence 

Hundreds of people attended one of the first demonstrations at the Navy's Project ELF site near Clam Lake, Wise., in the spring of 1983. 

Editors note: Here are some highlights in the 
struggle against the submarine war trigger, Project 
ELF We apologize for missing hundreds of events 
that space doesn ~allow us to mention. For a chro
nology of ELF actions between Nov. 17, 1991 and 
Aug. 8, 2004, contact Nukewatch. 

1968-69 
Congress lets slip the Navy's plan to build a giant 

"Sanguine" ELF system, burying 6,000 miles of cable 
under 40% of northern Wisconsin. Opposition by 
Wtsconsinites is aided by U.S. Sen. Wtlliam Proxmire. 

The so-called Wisconsin Test Facility (WTF) is built at 
Clam Lake. According to the Navy, the purpose is to allow 
Trident subs to get messages while cruising deep. The Navy 
says it will remove the system after testing is complete. 

1970-73 
Opposition and controversy builds around the first

strike capability of the ELF !Trident system, environmental 
and health questions and threat to tourism. 

1973 
Grassroots resistance to WTF and Sanquine grows 

into the Stop Sanguine/ELF Committee in M ell en, Wise., 
with Dr. Craig Kronstedt as Research Coordinator, and 
the Coalition Against Sanguine-ELF in Madison. 

Navy tries to move Sanguine to Texas but is rebuffed 
by organized ranchers. 

1975 
Sanguine renamed "Seafarer" with a planned 2,500 

miles of buried cable. 
1976 

In Michigan, eight local referenda all go against 
Seafarer, some by 4-to-1 margins. President Carter 
promises, "Seafarer would never be built in Michigan 
against the wishes of the Michigan people." 

1977 
Michigan Governor Bill Millikan vetoes the installation 

of ELF predecessor Seafarer, writing to Defense Secretary 
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Harold Brown, .. The people of Michigan do not want 
Seafarer, nor do I." 

1978 
Admiral Hyman Rickover, the "father'' of the nuclear 

Navy, says running submarines deeply is unnecessary. Writing 
in National Defense, Rickoversays, ' 'Despite the 1,500 sixty
day patrols that bad been carried out by the 41 Polaris subs, the 
Soviet Union had not detected even one." However, Congress 
grants the Navy $15 million for the WISCOnsin Test Facility. 

The Navy changes the system's name from Seafarer to 
"Project ELF" and proposes that transmitters be built in both 
Wisconsin and Michigan. 

1979 
President Carter orders Secretary ofDefense Brown 

to terminate ELF's predecessor Seafarer. The Government 
Accounting Office says $115 million has been spent on 
ELF to date. 

1980 
Stop Project ELF is founded in Madison with Jenny 

Speicher and John Stauber as eo-directors. 
Researchers Klessig and Strite publish The ELF 

Odyssey: National Security Versus Environmental 
Protection (Westview Press), condemning the system on 
economic, political and ethical grounds. 

198.1 
April : The Chief of Naval Operations testifies to 

Congress that, "No threat has emerged that causes us 
concern about our SSBN [nuclear-powered ballistic 
missile submarine] force. And therefore it is not 
essential to press on with ELF at the present time." 
Navy Secretary John Lehman recommends to the 
Pentagon that ELF be shelved. 

Several hundred participate in the first of what would 
become scores of protests at the Clam Lake transmitter site 
as part of the national call to " freeze" the anns race. 

1982 
Voter referendum in Michigan's Upper Peninsula fmds 

80-percent opposition to ELF construction. A 3-year series 
of monthly peace vigils begins at the Wisconsin site. 

Stme Judge & Charge, Vttious Ptntlties 
MADISON-Six anti-nuclear weapons activists were tried 
before Magistrate Stephen Crocker in federal court Nov. 5. 
They were found guilty of trespass but freed with no penalty 
after Crocker called the ELF struggle "over." 

The activists were arrested at ELF May 16, 2004. The 
federal district attorney, who offered a $50 plea bargain but 
was turned down, went ahead with the prosecution in spite 
of the permanent shutdown of the ELF system on Sept. 30. 

The defendants were attorney John Baclunan of Eau 
Claire, Jan Karon and Penny Kragun, both ofDuluth, Minn., 
Jane Hosking and Nukewatch staffer John LaForge, both of 
Luck. and Kelly Lundeen ofCasa Maria in Milwaukee. 

In a separate case Dec. 1, activist Michael Walli ofDulutb 
appeared for re-sentencing before Crock er who gave him 21 
days in jail which he began immediately. Walli was arrested 
inAugust2002 and missed a March 2004 sentencing because 
he was doing time for an Army School of the Americas protest 
conviction. Mag. Crocker 's penalties have varied wildly, from 
$50 fines to $300, and from 4 days in jail to 60, for identical 
convictions. 

Nukewatch staffer Bonnie Urfer and Michele Naar-Obed 
ofDuluth may be the last ELF resisters to be tried. The two, 
along with nine others, were arrested in August 2004. The 
nine others have accepted the $50 plea bargain, while Urfer 
and Naar-Obed will be arraigned Dec. 13. 

1983 
April: At the Michigan site, peace activists instigate a 

"de-surveying" C!UJlpaign, removing survey markers and 
stakes from the ELF antenna area. Using media notices 
and publicity, the campaign- dubbed "stake-out" by 
activist Will Fantle-openly dismantles every bit of the 
survey. So widespread is public opposition to the ELF 
system that no arrests are ever made during this blatant 
defiance. 

Continued on page 4 
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Creative Nonviolence 
Condnud from ~arc 3 

September: A sit-in at the Clam Lake site is 
organized by Citizens Against Trident/ELF and 12 are 
ticketed. Charges are later dropped. 

1984 
January: In Wisconsin v. Weinberger, Federal Judge 

Barbara Crabb sides with Wisconsin and halts ELF's 
construction, finding the Navy ignored studies indicating 
health hazards in violation of the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA). Crabb's stop-work order is later 
voided by a divided Appeals Court, ruling 2-to-1 that the 
Soviet threat was more tangible than the risk of cancer 
posed by ELF. A blistering dissent noted that the NEPA 
has no national security exception. The Appeals Court 
order allowed ELF to be built without answering the 
health questions raised by Judge Crabb's injunction. 

November: The "Poppy Seed Six" are arrested at the 
Clam Lake site when they climb the fence on Armistice 
Day. AJI six later serve 18 days in jail. 

Stop Project ELF moves offices to Hayward, Wise., 
with eo-directors Madge Micheels-Cyrus and Tom Hastings. 

1985 
May: Peace activist and community radio worker Tom 

Hastings saws down an ELF pole at the Michigan ELF 
transmitter and turns himself in to the local sheriff a day later. 
He is convicted of"malicious destruction of property" and 
sentenced to 15 days plus two years probation. 

August: Peace worker and draft registration resister 
JeffLeys saws two deep notches in an ELF pole and turns 
himself in at the transmitter. He eventually serves 22 
months in state prison. 

November: Mike Miles and Ladon Sheats serve 45 days 
inAshlan<J County jail for nonpayment ofELFtrespass fines. 

1986 
Monthly peace vigils at the Clam Lake site renewed 

by Cassandra Dixon, Max & Nancy Rice, Mike Miles and 
BarbKass. 

1987 
May: First of 18 consecutive Mothers' Day 

demonstrations at the Clam Lake ELF site. 
August: Peace activist George Ostensen cuts down 

three Clam Lake ELF poles, hammers on ground-well 
boxes and repeatedly switches off several generators. 
Charged with two counts of sabotage, he is acquitted on 
one count, convicted on another and is later imprisoned 
for a total of 27 months. 

1989 
According to the Navy, ELF transmits at full power 

for the first time. 
1990 

May: Maggie Drew, who at 71 is the most senior 
activist to be jailed, is joined in a five-day sentence by 
Barb Kass & Barb Katt. 

June: The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
recommends that electromagnetic fields (EMFs), like 
those produced by the ELF antenna, be classified as 
probable human carcinogens. The report is watered down 
and then shelved by President George H. W. Bush. 

1991 
November: Rear Adm. Raymond Jones, Deputy 

Assistant Chief of Naval Operations for Undersea Warfare, 
testifies to the Senate Armed Services Committee that, 
"The Soviets do not currently threaten U.S. SSBNs 
[ballistic missile subs) in the open ocean, nor do we see 
indications of a future threat." 

Anathoth Community Farm and Nukewatch begin a 
series of monthly resistance actions at the Clam Lake site. 
The 58th and last happens Aug. 8, 2004. 

1992 
May: Largest Mothers' Day action at the Clam Lake site 

sees 34 arrested during "People's Anti-nuclear Inspection." 
June: Sweden announces it ''will act on the 

assumption that there is a connection between exposure to 
[ELF] power frequency magnetic fields and cancer, in 
particular childhood cancer." 

November: Saying he was "getting sick of' the 
protests, Ashland County Circuit Judge William Chase 
sentences 12 ELF protesters to six months in jail for 
refusing to pay $153 fines. Four defendants appeal. 

1993 
January: Then Secretary ofDefense Dick Cheney 

writes to the president, "The ability of the SSBN force to 
remain virtually undetected at sea makes it the most 
survivable and enduring element of the U.S. nuclear force 
structure." 

February: Wisconsin Attorney General- now 
Governor - James Doyle, U.S. Senator Herb Kohl, U.S. 
Rep. David Obey, and Secretary of State Doug LaFollette 
write to Defense Secretary Les Aspin demanding that he 
reevaluate the need for ELF. LaFollette writes, " I am 
writing to encourage you to scrap Project ELF." U.S. 
Senator Russ Feingold says ELF may be "a Cold War 
relic." Secretary Aspin replies that ELF is "still required." 

April: After ELF defendants appeal, Ashland County 
Circuit Judge William Chase, drops his six-month 
sentences, for refusing to pay $153, to 10 days. The 
resisters argued that the jail sentences were "grossly 
disproportionate to the level of offense." 
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May: Mike Miles, John 
LaForge and Bonnie Urfer are 
hastily released fromAshland 
County jail when they discover 
that the supposed county 
trespass ordinance used against 
ELF protesters does not exist. 

1994 
July: The County Board 

adopts a trespass ordinance 
directed at ELF protests, 
providing for the suspension of 
driving privileges for up to five 
years for nonpayment of fines. 
Convicted trespassers either pay 
or drive illegally. 

August: Seven activists 
trespass on the Michigan site. 
Four-day peace camp, "Shadows 
on the Rock," at the Wtsc. site. 

1995 
January: Cory 

Activists often used theatre to protest ELF including posting condemnation notices 
on the fence. Above is one of the mock decrees produced in the Nukewatcb office. 

Bartholomew, Bonnie Urfer and later John LaForge begin 
six-month sentences for refusing to pay $1000 fmes. 

April: The MilwaukeeJouma/ Sentinel declares 
editorially, "ELF deserves to be quietly retired" 

At the urging of the Coalition, six of nine Wisconsin 
congressional representatives get the "ELF Termination 
Act" passed in the House and Senate, but the bill is killed 
in conference committee as a result of Navy Department 
deception. Columnist Jack Anderson 's two reports and the 
Washington Post make the fraud a national story. 

July: Chicago-to-ELF Peace Walk covers 450 miles 
arriving for Hiroshima and Nagasaki day actions in 
August. Over 30 people are arrested. Eight are jailed 
where they fast for four days prior to their release. 

Organizers worked bard to prevent injury through non
violence training and adequate preparation, including 
buUding spedaUzed ladders, llke this one used during a 
rainy Mothers' Day action. 

October: 1\venty resisters are arrested at the 
Wisconsin site eommemorating the birthdays ofGhandi 
and Saint Francis. 

November: Rear Admiral Eugene J. Carroll, Jr. 
(Ret.), Deputy Director of the Center for Defense 
Information, writes to the coalition: "U.S. submarines ... 
can receive all necessary orders and instructions in timely 
fashion without need for Project ELF." 

1996 
April: On Earth Day, Laurentian Shield Plowshares 

activists Tom Hastings and Donna Howard saw down 
three ELF poles and turn themselves in. They later win a 
jury acquittal against charges of sabotage but are 
convicted of damage to property. They serve two years in 
prison and house arrest and one year probation. 

June: The National Academy of Sciences concludes that 
the link between high-current power Lines and childhood 
leukemia is "statistically significant" and "robust" 

1997 
August: The first of three consecutive annual"Tromp 

Trident Trek" peace walks travel the 54 miles from 
Ashland to the ELF site over the Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
Day anniversaries. 

1999 
June: The Wisconsin State Legislature rescinds the 

license suspension penalties for nonpayment of fines, 
resulting in the renewed risk of jail for ELF resisters who 
refuse to pay fines . 

2000 
April: Four convicted in As bland of ELF trespass and 

fined $212. Scott Griffiths testifies, "We acted to uphold 
the law, not to break it. We committed no crime. We do 
not dispute the facts alleged, only the law as it is applied." 

May: To upgrade ground wells, a $2 million "ELF 
improvement project" is overseen by the Naval Undersea 
Warfare Center. 

2001 
March: John Heid and John LaForge deliver a formal 

82-page complaint to the Ashland County Sberifrs 
Department alleging that the ELF facility is violating 

provisions of the 1968 Nonproliferation Treaty as well as 
state statutes against gang activity and conspiracy. The 
same day, because of outstanding warrants, the two turn 
themselves in to serve 60-day sentences. 

June: "Silence Trident," the 5th plowshares action 
against ELF, sees three antenna poles sawed down by 
Michael Sprong and Bonnie Urfer. Charges of abetting are 
dropped against supporter Barb Katt. 

The International Agency for Research on Cancer, the 
world's most prestigious group investigating the causes of 
cancer, declares that electromagnetic radiation of the sort 
produced by Project ELF is a "possible human 
carcinogen." 

The Lac Courtes Oreilles Band of Lake Superior 
Ojibwa near Hayward, Wise., begins an investigation into 
ELF's health and environmental hazards in the Ceded 
Territory. 

September: Five ELF defendants appear for trial in 
Ashland only to learn that County Attorney Michael 
Gableman has dropped charges and will end all 
prosecution of ELF protest cases. Federal charges are 
brought in U.S. District Court in Madison. 

U.S .• Representative Tamrny Bald win, of Madison, 
joins the fight to pass the ELF Termination Act saying, 
"With a lot of hard work we can be successful." 

2002 
January: Three ELF resisters are convicted of trespass 

in federal court. One, John Heid, serves 30 days. 
February: Sprong and Urfer are convicted of 

misdemeanor property damage. Their novel defense of 
"advice of counsel" is undone by District Court orders that 
are later upheld by U.S. Court of Appeals. Urfer and Sprong 
serve 11 and 2 months, respectively. 

Newlyweds Molly & Jerry Mechtenberg-Berrigan 
generate state-wide publicity for turning themselves in on 
Valentine's Day to serve 60-days, but the warrants are 
quashed by Sheriff John Kovach. 

2003 
Jane Hosk.ing, John LaForge, Michele and Greg Naar

Obed, John Heid, Jerry Zawada, Kathy Kelly, Ozone, Jeff 
Leys and Bonnie Urfer all serve federal time for refusing to 
pay fines. 

2004 
September 17: Navy announces ELF will close 

permanently and be dismantled. The Sept 30 shutdown is 
verified by activists who share champagne and cake with 
police, game wardens and the Navy's Criminal Investigative 
Service at the Clam Lake site. 

November: Six activists-are convicted of trespassing 
during the May 16 action at Clam Lake, but U.S. Magistrate 
Stephen Crock er imposes no fine, declaring, ''The ELF battle 
is over." 

December: Magistrate Crocker, acting as if the ELF 
battle is back on, jails Michael Walli for 21 days for an 
August 2002 action at the Clam Lake site. 

Weaving a "web ofllfe" became a standard spring event 
at the Clam Lake ELF site. The web symbolizes the in
ter-connectedness of all things. The tradition stems from 
the Women of Greenbam Common and their 10-year ef
fort to oust U.S. Cruise mlssUes from Britain. 
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Let's Celebrate, Then Get Back. to Work 
byJoelKilgour chased the Navy out. So.it looked ~t a s1te m Texas, but ~orpubhcopuuon .. lnelthercase,theNavycouldusealesson 

. . . people didn't want Sangume there, e1ther. . . m the democracy 1t p~~ to ~rotect. , 
On Sept. 30, the Navy turned off 1ts con~ove~1al Project In 1975, the Navy returned to Wisconsm With a scaled- WhatevertheofficlalJustifica~on, ELF sclosurerep~ts 
ELF (ex~emely .to~ frequency) trans~1tters ~~ norther:n back version of Sanguine: Project Seafarer. Still, the public a significant victory. :'11~ world 1s safer, and our ~onvto!ent 
Wisconsm and ~chigan. The move surpnsed Project ELF s opposed it. Seafarer scaled down further to Project ELF. struggle was unwavermg m the face of decades and 1mposs1ble 
opponents ~d 1~ emplo~~s. As rec~ntly as 200~, Navy People still didn't want it. The Navy persisted. odds. What the ~pie w~t, they get ... eventually. 
representative Richard W1lhamson satd the transmttters- In 1984 the state of Wisconsin sued the Navy to stop One transmitter s1te down, 25,000 (or so) nuclear 
which send encoded radio signals to nuclear submarines- construction 'of an ELF transmitter near Clam Lake (the other warheads to go. Let's celebrate, and then get back to work. 
would be necessary for another quarter of a century. would be near Republic, Mich. ). Judge Barbara Crabb, citing Joel Kilgour of Duluth is a member of the Loaves 

Steven Davis, spokesman for the Space and Navy still insufficient human health studies sided with the state. A and Fishes Catholic Worker Community. He wrote this 
Warfare Systems Command, explained i~ a recent in~n:iew higher court overruled her decisi~n after then Defense commentary for the Duluth News liibone. 
with the Mpls. Star Tribune that advances m commumcations Secretary Caspar Weinberger declared ELF .. vital for national 
technology r~ndered ELF obsolete. . . . security." In 1989, having hurdled the obstacle of public 
.. For ProJect ELF opponents, th1s ratiOnale nngs opinion, the Navy completed construction and put both ELF 

dtsmgenuous. Sen. Russ Femgold has long called the system transmitters on full power. 
a "Cold W~ relic:• - it was obsolete even before it became ELF's completion felt like a defeat to its critics, but the 
fully operational m 198?. ~for VLF (very low frequency) timing is noteworthy: Public opposition, including a statewide 
-the new technology c1ted m a Navy news release - well, referendum in Michigan, successfully stalled the world's 
it's 30 years old. . , . largest military power for two decades. 

Whatever facto~ led to Proj~t ELF. s cl~sure, th~~ ts 1n 1991, having exhausted legal measures to stop Project 
one that the Navy rejects categoncally. Public opposition ELF anti-nuclear activists launched a campaign of nonviolent 
"didn't play any role in the decision," Davis said. civii disobedience at both ELF transmitters, resulting in 639 

0 course, I would like to take partial ~t for ELF's arrests over the ensuing 13 years. On five occasions, ELF 
denuse .. A lot of peopl~ would. After all, ELF ts part of an was disabled by activists who cut down transmitter poles 
aggress1ve and grossly ~egal weapons sy~tem. The land.~ with hand-held saws. ln a story that made international news, 
w~ love bad ~me a gtant ante:nna. enabling U.S. and Bnti~ an Ashland County jury acquitted Donna Howard and Tom 
Tndent submannes---: the deadli~t weapons system ever bwlt Hastings of sabotage for cutting down three such poles at 
- to lurk undetected m the wor.ld ~ oc~, prepared to launch the Wisconsin site in 1996. The jury agreed that ELF was 
a nuclear sneak attack. With mtSSJles 38 tunes more powerful not vital to national defense. 
than the bomb that destroyed Hir?shima, Trident ~b~es Meanwhile, theNavywasbeingdoggedbycongressional 
are ab~e. to launch ~ nuclear offe~1ve that would anmhtl~te no! efforts, led by Wisconsin legislators, to de-fund ELF. And in 
only Clbes, but nations and contments. Without ELF, Tndents 2001 the Lac Courte Oreilles band began investigating possible 
offensivecapab~tyis~. . . . trea~ violations caused by ELF 's negative health and 

So can antt-nuclear acttvtsts hail this as a VICtory? A environmental effects on their ceded territory. 
quick review of ELF's history offe!s ~ome pers~tive: In Now ELF is closed, a full 23 years ahead of the Navy's 
1968, the Navy publicly announced 1ts mtent to build an ELF schedule. 
transmitter in Wisconsin. The original design, called Project Are we to believe that ELF's critics "didn't play any 
Sanguine, involved ~urying 6,000 miles of c.able in a grid role in the decision" to scrap ELF? It seems that the Navy is 
pattern across one thtrd of the state. But pubbc concern for being dishonest with us or is suffering a profound disregard 
the health and environmental consequences of Sanguine 

Drops of Water Turn a Mill 
A Coalition to Stop Project ELF 

For 13 years, Nukewatcb, Anathotb Community, Loaves & 
Fishes in Duluth, the Wise. Network for Peace & Justice, 
Christian Peacemaker Teams in Chicago, the Northland 
College Peace Club and PeaceNorth of Hayward, Wise. have 
carried most of the weight of the campaign against ELF. But 
for over 30 years, dozens of peace and environmental groups 
signed on to the effort. The struggle has lasted so long, that 
some have even disbanded along the way. We are grateful 
for and happy to acknowledge the hard work and steadfast 
encouragement from everyone that helped the opposition 
out-last the Navy: 
Alliance of Atomic: Veterans• Las Vegas, Nevada 
American Peace Test*+ Las Vegas, Nevada 
Atlantic: Life Community, Baltimore, Maryland 
Campaign Against Arms Trade• London, England 
Center for Defense Information • Washington, DC 
Circle Vision, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Citizens Against Trident/ELF+ Ashland, Wise. 
Clergy & Laity Concerned+ Duluth, Minn. 
CoaUtion ABainst Sanquine/ELF+ Madison, Wise. 
Copper Country Peace Alliance, Houghton, Mich. 
Dorea Peace Community, Turtle Lake, Wise. 
Justice & Peace Office, Salinas, Kansas 
Ecology Cent er of Southern CaUf., Los Angeles 
Episcopal Peace Fellowship* Washington, DC 
FeUowship of Reconciliation • Nyack, NY 
Grandmothers for Peace, Elk Gro\oe, Calif. , & Superior. 
Wise. 
lnt' l Clearin ghouse on Military & Environment* 
Brooklyn, New York 
Jonah House, Baltimore, Maryland 
Jubilee Partners• Corner, Georgia 
Lakes & Prairies Life Community, LaCrosse, Wise. 
Lake Superior Greens. Superior, Wise. 
Lawyers Committee on Nuclear PoUc:y• New York City 
Livermore Conversion Project, San Francisco, Calif. 
Metanoia Community. St. Mary's, Georgia 
Midwest Institute for Social Transformation, Mpls., Minn. 
Northern Futures Foundation, Port Wing, Wise. 
Nuclear Age Peace Foundation• Santa Barbara, Calif. 
Pacific Life Research Center, Santa Clara, Calif. 

People Against Sanguine/Seafarer+ Hough ton, Michigan 
Peoria Area Peace Network, Peoria, Illinois 
Int' l Physicians for Social Responsibility* Wash., DC 
Pike's Peak Peace & Justice Commission, Colo. Spgs., 
C.olo. 
Proposition O ne Committee, Washington, DC 
Rural Southern Voice for Peace• Bumsville, NC 
St. C roix Valley Greens, Luck, Wise. 
Sbundabai Network, Salt Lake City, Utah 
Sojourners, Washington, DC 
Stop Project ELF+ Hayward & Madison, Wise. 
Stop Sanguine/ELF Committee+ MeUen, Wise. 
Synapses, Chicago, Ill. 
The Nuclear Resister• Tucson, Arizona 
Trident Resistance Network, New Haven, Coon. 
Univ. of Wisconsin Greens, Madison, Wise. 
Veterans for Peace, Duluth and Mpls., Minnesota 
Voices in the Wilderness• Chicago, lll. 
War Resisters League• New York City 
W. Midl~nds Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament, 
England 
Wisconsin Greens, West Bend, Wise. 
Wise. Resources Protection Council, Tomahawk, Wtsc. 
Women Against Mllit.ary Madness, Mpls., Minn. 
Women's Int' l League for Peace & Freedom• Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania 

• A national or international group; + Disbanded 

Activists walk a clearing to the Clam Lake ELF site Oct. 
4, 1992, marking birthdays for Gandhi and St. Francis. 

Jane Hosking traces Deputy SheriffEd Sc:blotke's shadow 
during a HiroshimaNagasaki commemoration. The A
bomb blasts left human outUnes where people were turned 
to powder and ash. 

Pax Cbrlsti* Erie, Penn. 
PeaceNorth, Hayward, Wise. 

Tromp Trident Trek 11 participants prepare to leave Asbland, Wise. for a four-day hike to Project ELF in 1997. 
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Testimony of Resistance 
Editors note: We asked a few participants in the campaign 
to reflect on the victory. We couldn t use everyone s letters, 
but here is a representative sample. 

Francis A. Boyle 
Professor of international law, expert witness: 

I still remember: The courage and heroism ofGeorge 
Ostensen, facing 40 years in prison - two counts of 
sabotage. Pretty much on his own except for a few friends. 
Flying into Duluth when it was 25 below zero; then driving 
to AshJand hoping the car would not break down in the 
cold; Susan Hedman standing there to fight the Evil 
Empire all on her own. She bad never tried a case before 
yet obtained an outright acquittal on one CO\Ult of sabotage~ 
George should have gotten the second acquittal, but the base 
commander basically perjured himself, and we bad no one to 
rebut his lies. I bad already been on the stand for about 2-1/2 
hours. I ~till have that photo here in my office on display, 
along With Tom and Donna cutting down three poles about a 
decade later. A handful of detmnined people can make all the 
difference in the world 

Kryss Chupp 
CPT Training Coordinator: 

Christian Peacemaker Teams began supporting the 
campaign to Stop Project ELF in 1993. The annual Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Holiday actions, and later the Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki commemorations, became an integral 
component of our Peacemaker Training program which 
prepares teams of peace workers to enter situations of 
violent conflict around the world. 

Nonviolent direct action and civil resistance are 
essential tools in CPT's work of"getting in the way" of 
violence and promoting peaceful solutions to lethal conflict 
in places like Palestine, Colombia, Iraq and here at home in 
North America. As Cesar Cbavez said, "Nonviolence is 
really tough. You don't practice nonviolence by attending 
conferences- you practice it on the picket lines." The 
campaign to stop ELF provided that opportunity to put 
theory into practice. 

More than 55 CPTers crossed the line or climbed the 
fence in resistance to the menace of Project ELF. For most, 
it was the frrst time they were arrested for an act of 
conscience. Many, especially those who spent a night in 
jail, point to that experience as formative in their journey 
of nonviolent peacemaking. 
Tom Hastings 
Peace Studies lecturer. author. Plowshares activist: 

In 1976, I had no clue about Project ELF- that it 
would draw me into nonviolent resistance for the first time in 
Ju!y ~983, w~en we be~ to dismantle the Navy survey in 
Michi~ I did the first direct disarmament of Project ELF on 
Memonal Day 1985. We were still conducting blockades and 
fence-hoppings in Wisconsin when I did 40 days in jail there in 
1987. Eventually, Donna Howard and 1 did another 
Plowsbares act on three poles on Earth Day in 1996. 

What a long trip. The original opposition in the late 
1960s and all through the 1970s kept people informed and 
opposing this abrogation of both democratic values and 
human rights to a clean environment The early nonviolent 
resistance was bolstered by the good staff at Stop hoject 
ELF- John Stauber was the primary staffer for years. We 
were strengthened by the opposition of the Great Lakes 
Intertribal Council. And this is key, to me: When the Great 
Lakes Indian Fish and Wtldlife Commission and all its 
member bands did their treaty rights struggle in the late 
1980s, our support of them and opposition to ELF brought 
us together, and the combination of the nonviolent 
resis~ce and the growing focus on ELF by the tribes, 
espectally Lac Court Oreilles, caused the political and 
economic costs to escalate to the point that the Navy 
decided to throw in the towel. I hope those who make the 
decisions can be honest some day about all of this. 

. Thanks to hundreds of dedicared peace, treaty~ aod 
enviroomeulal wOOcers wbo got this nasty litde job dooe at la 

Donna Howard 
Plowshares activist, author, Nonviolent Peace Force: 

Imagine me, looking through old photographs from 
when my sons were small. I fmd one in which the three of 
us are piled on a bed engrossed in a book, as we spent 
some of the happiest hours in my memory. But to my 
horror, I now see ill the picture that there is a malevolent 
monster in the room, claws and fangs bared as it looms 
hungrily over us. 

How could I not have known this at the time? How 
could I have failed to see the danger and act to protect my 
children? This new awareness casts a pall over all the years 
of my parenthood. 

to a point of celebration and of needing to look beyond 
the Chequamegon for ways to continue our campaign - a 
campaign on behalf of life on earth and little kids reading 
books on their beds. 

Barb Kass 
Anathoth Community, peace activist, social worker: 

Images come to mind of resisting ELF for 20 years. 
In Octo&er 1983, we heard about the first arrest at the 
ELF site on Wisconsin Public Radio, affirming our belief 
that the Pentagon is in everyone's backyard. We started 
attending the monthly vigil in June 1984. Jail time was 
frequent then and I remember the midwife's sigh of relief 
when Mike was released before Phil 's due date in April of 
1986. Memorable vigils: a snowstorm that stranded Mike 
Jim, Linda and Jessica Miles overnight; making ice cream' 
at the gate in the summer; having a sheriff's deputy lend a 
foot hold as I awkwardly scaled the fence one Mothers' 
Day; selling masks and animal noses for resisters with 
outstanding warrants, only to have Mike not wear one and 
be the only one picked 
up; young Phil explaining 
to me that the walls did 
not fall down when we 
man::hed around the 
fence singing "The Battle 
of Jericho'~because, 
"Mom, Joshua used a 
ram's horn;" Mothers' 
Days reclaimed at the 
ELF site - from 1987 to 
2004- as the anti-war 
holiday it started out to 
be . 

to prosecute Bonnie and Mike. This was probably a result 
of the cost and limited success of the previous prosecution 
ofTom Hastings and Donna Howard. 

I began sending articles to Gableman about other 
counties. I told him how in Marquette County, Michigan, 
and Kitsap County, Washington -the Trident base 
protesters weren't being prosecuted for trespassing, and 
how people leafletted and climbed the fences there without 
consequences. l~hed AshJand County and Nukewatch 
records and found that the Navy was paying the county a 
mere $5,000/year to help with policing at ELF. I knew the 
County was spending much to cover- the arrests, 
transportation, overtime for officers, trials or incarcerations. 

We might never know what effect our communications 
had, but on a very interesting day in September, several of us 
sat in an empty courtroom in Ashland. We were there for a 
trial before Judge Robert Eaton,like so many times before. 
He didn't show up. The Clerk of Court told us that the 
charges had been dropped. It was incredible! Ashland 
County had finally decided that it was through carrying 

water for the U.S. 
Government.. 

Michele Naar
Obed 
Duluth Catholic Worker, 
Plowshares activist: 

How did I feel 
when the call came that 
it was closing? 
Surprised. Then 
puzzled: why today, and 

While I'm very glad 
that the Chequamegon 
National Forest will 
finally get a chance to 
heal after 36 years of 
bombardment by 
electrical pulses, I pray 
that we don' t lose sight 
of the forest for the trees-. 
The research, design, 

Tbe red and white stripped canope became a mainstay at ELF 
gatherings. It kept people dry, bosted workshops and converted 
into a kitchen during camps. 

manufacture, and use of 
weapons of mass destruction which rob us of our best 
resources, continue unabated. Our work is far from 
over. 

not 20 years ago? Our arguments for closing ELF were all 
of a sudden the Navy's rationale. Going up to the site 
Sept. 30, the earth felt different, relieved that finally there 
was no more high voltage current running 2417. There 
were hugs, tears, memories, and a sense of a campaign 
well done. I drove away from the site with an 
overwhelming feeling of ~titude for all who said 
patiently, faithfully and clearly for over three decades 
"No to project ELF." ' 

Jeanne Larson 
Peace activist, 36-year anti-ELF campaigner: 

1\vo events this fall remind me that awesome 
surprises do happen. One is the appearance of a huddle so 
~lack_and so wild consisting of a mama bear and four cubs 
nght m the center of our front yard. The other is the 
disappearance of Project ELF from our backyard. 

For a long time, I've been envisioning those of us who 
have gathered for years at ELF getting together to celebrate 
its closure. Now we'll do that! It's not only we protesters 
local residents concerned about ELF's health effects, and fhe 
elk herd that rejoice that the signal is turned off, but rm sure 
the earth rejoices too. The granite bedrock and all the flora 
and fauna finally get their natural habitat back. 
JefTLeys 
Nursing union staffer, disarmament activist: 

My initial reaction upon hearing that Project ELF would 
be closed? Utter disbelief. Then overwhelming joy. 

For better or worse, engagement with Project ELF 
shaped my life since 1984. Friendships made in the 
struggle to resist the nuclearism of our country. 
Friendships lost as paths diverged and distance and 
philosophies intervened. Preparing for~ engaging in active 
resistance to Project ELF. Pondering whether it was okay to 
be less engaged in resistance at other junctures in my life . 
Always knowing others would continue to carry the load for 
us all in resisting Project ELF and all it represents. 

I feel a sense of vindication for our collective acts of 
resistance over the past 20 years during which I was 
privileged to be involved in resistance work at ELF
and vindication for those whose work to resist Project 
E~ dates to the 1960s. I feel as if we have at long last 
achieved the fulfi.llment of a commitment I'd made to 
Mother Earth in August 1985: that Project ELF would one 
day be closed and that the scars dug into Mother Earth 
would begin to heal. 

Dan Miner-Nordstrom 
Peace studies graduate,former Nukewatch intern: 

. In 2001 , I '?8 ~ ~tern while Bonnie Urfer was doing a 
pnson sentence m Dlmo1s for her Plowshares action with 
Micbael Sprong. 

May Nukewatcb and all of their affiliated groups 
continue to work with every nonviolent means available 
to eliminate these horrid weapons. I will remain 
committed to that endeavor as best as humanly 
possible. 

Sr. Ardeth Platte 
Plowshares activist, who writes from prison camp: 
. 0~, how I cele.brate with you the closing of ELF 
mcluding the 56 mtles of destructive antenna and major 
system in the Upper Peninsula. During our last eight 
months in Michigan we entered the transmitter site each 
m·onth and the day we left Michigan the headline story 
announce~ that it was defunded. Of course it was only 
momentanly and has been refunded since that March 
25, 1995 date. We were jailed numerous times and then 
released - no court proceeding. Eventually we wrote 
to the state police in Lansing claiming that each time we 
would be kidnapped by the state police, jailed and it 
had to stop. Each time we would receive our banners 
back. and even the homemade ladder. (Ask Mike Miles 
about that.) Anyway it is over. The trees, earthworms, 
deer, ants, birds and caterpillars join humans in 
gratitude. 

You folks have rea~on to celebrate for your faithful 
organizing, arrests, jail time, etc. We join in praising 
you for your persistence. 

Bonnie Urfer 
Nukewatch staffer, Plowshares activist, graphic artist: 

. A lot of hard work went into organizing events at 
ProJect ELF. I'm glad to be done with it. People have 
~sked the staff of Nukewatch on many occasions, 
What are you going to do now?" 

It's premature to finalize the Nulcewatch plan of 
action but my response has always been the same - I 
wish we didn't have so many choices. 

The situation no longer exists. We are not in the 
presence of that monster. So what does it mean that we did 
or did not act in defense of life and loved ones? 

ELF was a monster of nearly immeasurable proportion. It 
was real and it really did threaten all of life. 

The nuclear monsters have moved away. We chased 
them away. Our collective and loving effort to witness 
against these weapons of mass destruction has brought us 

1 was inspired by court victories over nuclear 
weapons in Washington State as well as in Scotland, and 
by local prosecutors who had decided to not charge 
individuals engaged in nonviolent direct action against 
nuclear weapons systems. Ashland County District 
Attorney Mike Gableman set a precedent in choosing not 

Project ELF was located 2-Yl hours from where I 
live. Within the same distance I can travel to 
Minneapolis to protest the manufacture of depleted 
uranium weapons at Alliant Techsystems. I can object to 
Star Wars contracts at Lockheed Martin across town in 
Eagan. Nuclear reactors operate East, South and West 
of us and need a powerful campaign to shut them down 
- not to m~ntion _stopping the drive to develop new 
reactors. A httl~ btt ~er from home is Fort McCoy in 
west-central Wtsconsm, the base from which thousands 
of Guard and Reserve troops have been mobilized and 
shipped to Iraq. Five hundred and fifty intercontinental 
ballistic missiles are ready to launch their nuclear 
warheads from the fields ofNorth Dakota Montana 
Wyoming, Nebraska and Colorado. Trident submari~es 
patrol from both U.S. coasts threatening annihilation 
with 2, 736 warheads. There are more than 70 new 
weapons syst~ms in p~od~ction across the country. 
Really,l do wtsh we dtdn t have so many choices. 
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Earthquake in Japan, Sept. 25; 2003, magnitude 8.0. 

Japanese Quakes 
Risk Disaster 

TOKYO-Fifty-two nuclear reactors are situated in Japan's 
earthquake zones. Several quakes occurred in October 
including one on Oct. 23 that registered 6.8 on the Richter 
scale. It was strong enough to shut down one reactor while 
five others at the site continued to operate. Reports of a few 
~un~red liters of reactor coolant overflowing from an 
trradiated fuel rod storage pool did nothing to shake Japan's 
nuclear industry. 

Despite demands from citizens and the Japanese 
Meteorological Agency to shut down the reactors until 
aftershocks subsided, the government, Tokyo Electric Power 
Company and local municipalities ofNiigata Prefecture and 
Kashiwazaki City failed to take any action. 

No plans exist to implement an evacuation should 
radiation be released during an earthquake. 

Many of Japan's reactors are old and not designed to 
withstand upper limit earthquakes. They have been poorly 
maintained and contain pipes below regulation thickness. 
~istleblowers _working within the nuclear power facility 
clatm that cracking occurred in some pipes. 

A major tremor registering 6.5 with an epicenter beneath 
any of Japan's reactors would be enough to knock out the 
emergency warning systems. That magnitude of earthquake may 
be enough to doom the nuclear power industry of Japan and 
anyone living downwind of the catastrophe waiting to happen. 
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Trident's Flexible Destructiveness 
by Molly Mechtenberg-Berrigan 

Over the course of the next three years, the Navy will 
dismantle Project ELF and the Chequamegon National Forest 
will once again become a quiet sanctuary for trees plants 
and wildlife. However, although ELF has been shut down, 
!he Trident fleet with_which it worked, continues to morph 
mto a more aggresstve and destructive force. Plans are 
underway to convert four Trident submarines to carry the 
military's weapon of choice- the Tomahawk cruise missile. 

In September 1994, the Pentagon announced that it 
would cut the Trident fleet from 18 to 14 submarines to 
comply with the START-2 Treaty. The four oldest subs, the 
USS Ohio, the USS Michigan, the USS Florida, and the 
USS Georgia, were to be retired in 2002. Then, in 2001, 
C?ngressman Norm Dicks ofWashington State, cooperating 
wtth Navy Secretary Gordon England, announced that rather 
than retire the subs, they would be converted to carry cruise 
missiles. The three-year conversion is estimated to cost $500 
million for each sub. The USS Ohio was scheduled to begin 
~onversionin October2003, the USS Michigan and USSF/orida 
m October 2004, and the USS Georgia in 2005. 

The idea of an arsenal ship - a vessel that would carry 
hundreds of cruise missiles - was first suggested by the 
Pentagon in the mid-1990s. However, such a ship, traveling on 
the surface, would be easily detectable and would require a 
fleet of warships to protect it. The idea was abandoned in 1997. 

Within two years, policy makers in the Navy turned their 
attention to the Trident as a stealthy, invulnerable Tomahawk 
Cruise missile "platform." In June 1999, the Navy released 
the report, Analysis of Converting Trident-Class Ballistic 
MJSsile Submarines (SSBNs) to Nuclear-Powered Guided 
Missile Submarines (SSGNs). The Defense Science Board 
wrote, "Although no U.S. surface ships might be in a given 
area, an adversary could not discount the fact that there could 
be a Trident SSGN within striking range." 

The conversion plan puts seven Cruise missiles in 22 of 
the Trident's 24 missile tubes- 154 total per sub. Compare 
this number to the 54 Los Angeles class or fast-attack 

submarines, which carry 25 Cruise missiles. Trident SSGNs 
could "ripple fire" its Cruise missiles in six minutes. Each 
missile costs $750,000. The remaining two launch tubes will 
be used for special operations troops to leave the sub with 
rubber rafts or miniature submarines. 

Cruise missiles are the current weapon of choice for the 
Pentagon. During the January 1991 Persian Gulf War, 288 
Cruise missiles were launched against Iraq from U.S. ships 
and submarines. In the ftrst few days of the current war 
against Iraq, approximately 800 Cruise missiles were 
launched into Baghdad in the "Shock and Awe" 
bombardment. Tomahawks are capable oftraveling distances 
up to 1,000 miles at approximately 550 miles per hour. The 
missiles can strike within 30 feet of their target. Underwater 
warfare officials promote the fact that Trident SSGN 
~b~es can remain hidden for months at a time and bring 
stgruficant firepower to enemy shores without detection. 

The warheads can be conventional1,000-pound bombs, 
1,000-pound cluster bombs which breaks apart and showers 
softball sized bombs, or 250-kiloton nuclear tipped warheads. 
The nuclear-tipped warheads were removed from surface 
ships and attack submarines and placed in storage during 
the 1990s. However, nuclear Tomahawks are still considered 
an option by the Pentagon, as illustrated in the Annual Report 
to the President and The Congress by then Defense Secretary 
William Cohen in 1990, which states, "Nuclear weapons 
capability on surface ships has been eliminated but the 
capability to deploy Tomahawk Land Attack Missiies with a 
nuclear warhead on submarines has been maintained." Given 
the Bush administration's push to develop advanced nuclear 
weapons and the 2002 Nuclear Posture Review outlining 
situations in which nuclear warheads could be used pre
emptively, it is a definite possibility that nuclear Tomahawks 
will be carried by the converted Tridents. 

Trident submarines- nuclear and conventional- still 
constitute the most deadly, destructive weapons system in 
history. While the closing of ELF offers a moment of 
celebration, the work to abolish Trident must continue to be 
a focus for anti-nuclear and anti-war activists. 

War is Bloody Good for Lockheed 
by MoUy Meehtenberg-Berrigan 

In ~her, Lockheed Martin, the world's largest weapons co~ 
~ration, reported a 41% increase in its third-quarter profits, 
wtth revenues rising to $8.4 billion for the quarter. Lockheed 
attributes the surge in profits to a strong demand for informa
tion technology services and warplanes, including the F-35 joint 
strike fighter; the F I A 22 jet and the C-5 .cargo plane. 

Information-technology (IT) services involve electronic 
networking to organize computer data, and Lockheed is 
playing a key role in rebuilding the Coast Guard's IT 
infrastructure at a cost of$17 billion. Lockheed also won an 
$87 million contract with the Department of Homeland 
Security to network its computers. 

Three years ago, Lockheed won the prime contract for 
the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter, the next generation of 
warplanes. The program is valued at $200 billion, the largest 
military contract in history. Lockheed plans to sell4,000 or 
5,~0 of the figh!erjets, with half the sales going to foreign 
nations. Its F -22 tS the fighter jet du jour. Lockheed is under 
contract to build as many F-22s as possible, and sells aircraft 
and weapons to over 40 countries. 

Lockheed's influence runs deep in Congress, blurring 
the line between policy makers and defense contractors. 
Former employees, lobbyists and lawyers currently in high 
government positions include the Secretary of the Navy, 
Gordon England, who served as president of General 
Dynamics aircraft division which was purchased by Lockheed 
in 1993. Norman Mineta, Secretary ofTransportation, is a 
former vice-president at Lockheed. Everet Beckner, former 
Lockheed executive, now serves as director of the national 
nuclear security administrations nuclear weapons complex. 
Stephen Hadley, who has been named the next National 
Security Advisor to the president, worked for a Washington, 
DC law ftrm that represented Lockheed. 

With 80 percent of its revenue coming from the 
government, Lockheed-Martin won $21.9 billion in Pentagon 
co!ltracts in 2~03. "It us~~ to be just an airplane company," 
satd John Ptke, a mJlttary analyst and director of 
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GlobalSecurity.org, a research organization in Alexandria, 
Vuginia ''Now it's a warfare company. It'sanintegmtedsolution 
provider. It's a one-stop shop. Anything you need to kill the 
enemy, they will sell you." As reported in the New York 7imes, 
Lockheed's chief executive Robert Stevens argues that it is 
building weapons so smart that "they aim to wage war without 
the death of innocents, without weapons misfiring without 
fatal miscalculation." Such a statement stands' in stark 
contrast to the estimated 100,000 Iraqi civilians who have 
been killed in the latest war, as reported by the British medical 
journal, The Lancet. 

ACTION: Lockheed in Eagan, Minn., east of St. Paul, is the 
target of a weekly peace vigil, every Thursday from 4:30 to 5:30 
p.m. on the comer of Pilot Knob & Yankee Doodle Roads. 
Contact: Skogs, (651) 454-3850; <skograce@mtn.org> 



Alliant Techsystems Profits Increase with War 
by Molly Mechtenberg-Berrigan a nd Jo hn L aForge 

MINNEAPOLIS, Minn. - Allian t Techsystems (ATK), an 
Edina, M.innesota-based weapons manufacturer, reported a 32% 
jump in first quarter earnings from the previous year. The war 
against Iraq and the ongoing military campaign in Afghanistan 
have helped pad ATK 's bank account. ATK is the largest supplier 
of munitions to the Pentagon, including large- and small-caliber 
munitions employing depleted uranium penetrators and rocket 
motors for missiles. 

Alliant has supplied the Pentagon with millions of depleted 
uranium shells, most of which were machined and assembled at 
the Twin City Anny Ammunition Plant in Arden Hills, Minnesota. 
The DU penetrator inside the shells is composed ofUianium-238, 
a radioactive, alpha-emitting metallic toxic waste left over from 
the Uian.ium "enrichment" process. The inhalation or ingestion of 
DU particles can lead to kidney problems, birth defects, cancers, 
and other serious health problems. 

In December 2003, ATK was awarded a $71.5 miUion 
subcontract from Lockbeed Martin to produce solid propulsion 
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systems for all three stages of the Navy's Trident ll /D5 flleet 
ballistic missile. Each D5 missile can carry up to 14 independently 
targetable, 475-kiloton thennonuclear warheads. 

ATK is currently developing the XM-29, which ·it claims is a 
lightweight assault rifle that allows soldiers to shoot around 
corners. It has been the largest producer ofCBU-87 cluster bombs. 
The $2 billion company receives 75% of its revenue from the U.S. 
government. 

Alliant's Uranium Pollution Exposed 
In Touching Bases, the newsletter of the Military Toxics 

Project, Dr. Christine Ziebold reports on Alliant Techsystem's 
depleted uranium pollution at the Twin Cities Army Ammunition 
Plant (TCAAP) inArden Hills, M.inn. Ziebold found that the NRC 
and the federal EPA have ignored staggering amounts of uranium 
releases to the Metropolitan Sewer System, claiming that DU was 
"not a contaminant of concern," and that there was "no reason to 
suspect a release of DU." In fact, government reports show that 
as much as 100 lbs.-per-year were disposed of in the sewer system, 
and that thousands of pounds of solid DU waste were collected in 
drums around the site, during at least ten years of 120mm and 
30mm DU shell production. Alliant and its predecessor Honeywell 
had a NRC license to possess up to 750,000 kilograms (1.6million 
lbs.) of DU at the site. 

ACTION: Join AlliantACT/ ON in their niflth year of vigilillg 
vigil at ATK headquarters, 5050 Lincoln Drive, (take the 5th St. 
exit off Hwy 169) Edina, M inn. every Wed11esday at 7 a. m. 

Iraq's Protlisional 
Government Seeks 

DU Cleanu_p; 
U.S. Denies Risks 

The White House's handpicked government in lraq has surprisingly 
asked the UN for help in cleaning up radioactive meta.llic uranium 
dust spread across the country by U.S. and British forces during 
their 1991 and 2003-04 bombardments, the Hartford, Connecticut, 
Courant reports. 

The Pentagon continues to insist that depleted uranium (DU) 
contamination from exploded munitions does not pose a significant 
health threat. Counterpunch magazine reports that the U.S. has 
no plans to remove debris left from DU ammunition and refuses 
to permit Iraq to import the cleanup equipment needed to 
decontaminate target sites. Britain has provided the UN with 
coordinates where its forces used DU in southern [raq, but the 
U.S. has not. The UN says it needs the maps for an effective 
investigation. 

Neither British nor U .S. authorities have offered to augment 
the $4.7 million donated to the UN mainly by Japan to evaluate 
the wartime DU contamination that health experts say threaten 
the well-being oflraqi civilians. 

On October 19, Army Lt. Col. Mark Melanson said a five
year, $6 rn.illion Pentagon study shows, "The chemical risks of 
breathing in Uianium dust are · · .' . 
term health risks," even forth Ilk flew. Dr f-1~?~ae,I Kilpatrick ) 
of the military's Deployment (th~~pm:t ~~(~.t#.rne f 
up the study results with strai - ?cilia~~~~ 
New York Times, "This is a letitl but satC'IW~ fJh§l&?g~m." 
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