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NASA' s Lunacy 
Reactor-~owered Rockets 

Full of Nuclear Waste? 
By John LaForge 

Recent proposals from outer space enthusiasts suggest that NASA 
load radioactive waste onto retired military rockets and smash it into 
the surface of the moon. Several hundred million dollars is even 
being spent to reconsider the discredited idea of nuclear-propelled 
rockets. Taken together, nuclear propulsion could propel missiles 
filled with radioactive waste to the moon and beyond. 

The shoot-the-moon notion of nuclear waste disposal is often 
heard in superficial conversations about what to do with radioactive 
garbage. However, finding the loony proposal reported in the on
line magazine SPACE.com ought to raise eyebrows. 

SPACE.com is not satire or parody, out a presumably serious 
business run· by men from Space Holdi ng Corp., AlL Technologies, 
Blue Chip Venture Co., Gannett Co., Lockheed Martin and IBM (There 
are no women among its corporate officers, board of directors or 
board of advisors). The advisory board includes former astronauts 
like Neil Annstrong, retired U.S. Gen. Thomas Staffort and Gen. Alexey 
Leono --a former Russian cosmonaut. 

Technician Sherwin Gormly's scheme-- proposed at a July "Re
turn to the Moon" workshop in Houston held by the Space Frontier 
Foundation-- is to shoot radioactive waste to the moon using "inter
continental ballistic missiles (ICBMs), warhead targeting technol
ogy, and a reusable sub-orbital launch vehicle." 

Gormly, an environmental engineer for Tetra Tech EM, told 
SPACE.com, "flying to high altitude," a piloted, sub-orbital plane 
would "dispatch an ICBM upper stage assembly. Multiple Indepen
dent Reentry Vehicle (MlRV) hardware, guidance equipment, and 
modified reentry vehicles carrying casks of plutonium or waste ma
terial top this stage, which ignites and speeds into space." 

"One by one, the casks smack into the moon," Gormly specu
lated. "The soft deep lunar regolith in the impact area should ensure 
proper waste burial. Plowing into the lunar surface at high speed, the 
waste would be buried under several feet of glassified regolith." 

With 70,000 tons of high-level radioactive waste presently at 
nuclear reactors in the U.S. alone, the number of rockets needed for 
the job creates the mathematical certainty of a radiation disaster. But 
Gormly suggests that his loony tune is safer than shipping nuclear 
waste to Yucca Mt., Nevada. 

"The situation in Nevada is a classic case of the 'Not ln My 
Backyarp' (NLMBY) syndrome," Gormly told SPA CE.com. "NIMBY 
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Photo by Craig Rubadoux, in The New York Times. Aug. 13, 1998 

Wasting the Moori? A Titan-4A rocket blew up forty 
seconds after launching from (:ape Canaveral Aug. 
12, 1998, turning a $1 billion rocket and spy satel
lite into burning fuel, plastics and heavy metals that 
were dumped into the Atlantic. Tbt> Titan-4As' one
in-13 failure r ate should jettison any speculation 
about blasting thousands of tons of radioactive 
waste in to space. Nevert heless, people like Sherwin 
Gormly, an environmental engineer for Tetra Tech 
EM, Inc. in Reno, Nevada, have proposed sending 
radioactive waste into space using ICBMs, and 
blasting it into the sur face of the moon. "Is NASA 
so infected by hubris t · · 
possibility of rocket fa 
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Food Irradiation 
Labeling Deception Becomes Law 

By MoUy Mechteoberg-Berrigan & Bonnie Urfer the experiment was expanded to I I locations in central M in

This summer both the House and Senate passed the Farm Bill nesota and, shortly thereafter, to 30 additional locations in 
and President Bush signed it into law. Contained in the bill the Minneapolis/St. Paul area. As the first national fast
are three pro-irradiation and anti-consumer provisions: food chain to test market irradiated meat, it's being closely 

. 1) The Secretary of Health and Human Services (HHS) watched by other chains. 
Will approve labels that use the word "pasteurization .. on Food irradiation uses high-energy gamma rays, elec
labeling for irradiated food. This will be in addition to, but not tron beams, or X-rays to break apart the bacteria and in
replac~, the current re~lati?ns that require the "radw-a" sym- sects that hide in meat, grains, and other foods. Radiation 
bot (nght) and the dtsclatmer "treated by irradiation" or exposure can cause the chemical composition of food to 
"treated with irradiation." [However] "mutate," just as it causes human cells to mutate. Irradia-

2) HHS is to revisit the issue of labeling for irradiated tion creates new subsiances that do not naturally occur in 
food and publish a new regulation that will replace the cur- food called "unique radiolytic products." These chemical 
rent rules and permit alternative labeling. While this will re- by-products include a variety ofmutagens, including ben
quire public notice and a comment period, the provision also zene, that can cause serious health hazards. 
sets up a "stealth" procedure that would permit HHS to ap- The beef for DQ burgers comes from the Kenosha 
prove alt.ernate labeling language for anyone who petitions Wisconsin-based Birchwood Beef, where the· meat is pro~ 
HHS whde the new regulation is being considered. cessed and packaged. From there it is shipped to Sioux 

3) The Secretary of Agriculture is not to "discriminate City, Iowa where it is irradiated by SureBeam a subsidiary 

against" purchasing irradiated commodities for the various ofthe.giant Titan Corp. ' 
nutr:ition programs administered by the USDA, such as the Advocates of irradiation claim it virtually eliminates the 
National School Lunch Program. presence of dangerous bacteria, including E. coli and salmo-

Members of the Conference Committee who drafted the nella, thereby improving the safety, .. reputation," and shelf 
fmal version of the bill wrote the following explanatory note: life of meat Irradiation proponents point to two major beef 
"The (conferees) ex~t the [HHS] Secretary to continue to recalls this past summer- Minneapolis-based GFI America 
make commodity purchases, taking into consideration the Inc., recalled 7 17,000 pounds of beef products in August, 
acceptability by recipients of products purchased and con- an~ ConA~ ~ed.19 million.pounds of beef in July-and 
sidering the relative casts of products available for-purchase." clatm that trrad1atton IS the solut1on to contaminated meat In 

You may not want your kids to eat irradiated food _ which reality, such recalls indicate the increasing incidence of tainted 
will inevitably cost more than non-irradiated __ so demand and infected meat resulting from unsanitary meat processing 
t.'lat Congress remove these provisions. factories and filthy industrial farms. 

The ftrst Dairy Queen test sites promoted their new prod-
Dairy Queen Test Markets Irradiated Burgen uct using colorful tray liners, fliers and a programed staff 

Last Fe~ruary, ~e Dairy Queen Corp. began using irradiated ready to answer questions about irradiation. They also gave 
burgers m Hutchinson and Spicer, M inn. franchises. In May, anyone who purchased an irradiated burger a coupon for a 

Yucca, WIPP and Radiation Commerce 
By Bonnie Urfer Radiation in Seaports 

The nu~lear ~dustry spen~ $72 _million over the past 10 years Seaports .~o '!ot traditionally have radiation monitors. But 
promo~g.high-level radioactiVe waste dumping at Yucca loa~ of hot ~etals leave and enter ports every day. Ac
Moun~m m Nevada. The U.S. Chamber of Commerce ran co~g .to offictal figures, as many as 10 consignments of 
expens1ve m:'d misleading radio ads across the country this radioactive scrap are bein~ intercepted in the UK every year. 
summer, urgtl)g ~ple to tell their Senators to support Yucca. !wo 20-ton .loads from Smgapore and Egypt are currently 
And th~ Bush White House made it clear they wanted all I.Ul~unded 10 ~ .warehouse in Scotland. With no radiation 
Republicans to v~te for it. The U.S. Senate approved the mo~to~ at Bnttsh ports, dozens of similar loads could be 
proposed Yucca stte July 9 by a vote of60-39. passmg mto the country unnoticed. 

. The planned nuclear waste dump at Yucca Mt. will mean . <?" Sept. l, the Pentagon sent a team to try and deter-
high-level waste casks traveling on roads, rails and. rivers mme if there were radioactive materials on a ship detained off 
acro~ the U.S. A website, established by the Environmental the New Jersey coas~ . ~dioactivity was found in the cargo 
Working Group ( www.mapscience.org) allows anyone to find of M/V Pa!ermo, ~ Ltbenan-flagged container ship. 
out how cl?se they are to radioactive waste transit routes __ Am.~can Sctence and Engineering Inc. is building trucks, 
and to see JUSt bow much waste would be left behind when at $~ m.Lihon each, to detect radiation on ships. "There is a 
Yucca Mt. reac~es its legal storage limit. r~tzatton o~h~~ ~eless we've.become in handling radio-

S~ven envtronmental and public interest organizations a.ct1ve matenal, satd Ralph Shendan, AS&E's chief execu
are sumg the federal government over its weakening of t1ve. Twenty-four trucks are currently being used in the u .S.; 
groundwater contamination standards for Yucca, and have 24 more have been shipped to ports around the world. More 
aske~ the court to require the EPA to strengthen a rule re- than 9,~0 radiation-detecting pagers will be issued to U.S. 
g~d~ng how to measure contamination from the dump. The customs mspector by next Ja_nu~. The Customs Service also 
Sutt ts one of five legal challenges to EPA's radiation stan- uses X-ra~ v~s to detect radtation. However, there are 58,000 
dards for the proposed storage of nuclear waste at the site. cargo del~venes and 770,000 hazardous-material shipments 

Accidents Happen, lt's Scientific 
~o~ transports mean more accidents, more background ra
diation and more exposure. Radwaste is already being shipped 
to the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP) in New Mexico. 

On Aug. 28, WIPP inspectors found illegal levels of air
borne radiation inside a cask of plutonium-contaminated waste 
sent from the Idaho National "Environmental" Engineering 
Lab. (INEEL). The radiation was found before the cask was 
opened, and since WIPP has no facility for handling loose 
contamination, the waste cask was sent back to Idaho. 

It's possible that the inner containers leaked when the 
truck carrying the cask was hit by a pickup near Carlsbad. It's 
up to INEEL to examine the faulty shipment That might not 
be easy, since opening the container could release the radia
tion. 

~n Sept.. 7, llf!Other INEEL highway shipment to WIPP 
was m an acctdent m Wyoming. One of the two drivers passed 
out and the truck ~rossed the median, into the oncoming 
lane, and ended up m a field. A1lthorities said, "no contami
nation was found" on the outside of the casks, but this ship
ment, too, was returned to Idaho. 

A 1999 survey that found 75% of emergency personnel 
along WIPP shipment routes in New Mexico are iU-equipped 
to respond to a radiation incident. 

One hundred area residents were briefly evacuated in 
~eekskill •. New York ~s year, after a truck carrying radioac
tive materials to the Indian Point reactor crashed on the Tappan 
Zee Bridge on Route 9. 

It's not just civilian shipments that threaten disaster. On 
June 27 •. 200~ a ~a~ truck carrying an empty tank used to 
haul radioactive hqwd closed one lane of a state highway in 
Bremerton, Wash., when a rear brake overheated near the 
Puget Sound Naval Shipyard gate. The driver of the Navy 
truck cooled the brakes with an extinguisher. 

each day m the U.S. (The Ecologist, July-Aug/02) 

Radiation at Home 
In the 1980s, the New York Department of Health distributed 
a. brochure ~~g against wearing radioactive jewelry. Class 
nngs, w~dmg nngs, engagement rings, pins and charms in 
both white and yellow gold had been found to be radioactive. 

Cloisonne jewelry, most of which was imported from Asia, 
was manufactured using a thorium glaze. Dermatitis, skin 
grafts, skin cancer and, in some cases, amputation of ring 
~ng~rs resulted. U.S. customs allows the import ofradioac
ttve 1tems as long as emissions meet NRC standards. 

Two years ago, Carrefour, the giant supermarket chain in 
Scotland, recalled 4,500 "Trophy" watches with straps con
taminated with cobalt-60. The watchstraps were made from 
unregulated radioactive scrap metal. 

Orange and red "Fiestaware" dishes are radioactive af
ter 35 years on the shelf. Radioactive glazes have been used 
by th~ Homer Laughlin Company, El Patio, Coronado, 
Franc1scan Ceramics, Caliente, Early California, Edwin M. 
Knowles, Poppytrail, Stangl and Vistosa. Most were manu
factured before WWIJ but will remain radioactive for thou
sands of years. Eastman Kodak and Ernst Leitz made some 
radioactive camera lenses. 

Many smoke detectors contain Americium and must 
be disposed of by returning them to the manufacturer. 

~ccording t.o Judith Johnsrud, Nuclear Waste Policy 
Adv1sor to the Sterra Club, " DOE is in the process of writ
in~ its rule to deregulate and release/recycle/reuse every
thmg they can get away with from decommissioned DOE 
nuclear facilities." 

Carrying a RadAlert or Geiger counter will warn you of 
exposure. As the nuclear industry continues its reckless 
transport and recycling of radioactive metals, we're all ex
posed. 

.......... .......... New legislation means this 
....... ~ "Radura" sign, and the 

I \ words "electronic pas

teurization" or "cold 
pasteurization," may 

~...,., /] soon be the only way to 

~ identify irradiated foods. 
The "warning" label need 

only be in small type on the 

back of whole food packages. 

free "blizzard" if they would call a toll-free number and reply 
to a pollster's questions. The Minneapolis Star Tribune re
po~ed that " . . . the survey, at the Spicer store in early April, 
mdicated that only about a third of customers knew that DQ's 
hamburgers were irradiated. About 1-in-5 said they thought 
they would purchase fewer hamburgers if they were irradi
ated." 

Dean Peters, director of communications at the Minne
apolis-based DQ, claimed otherwise: "We had 70% of the 
~esponden.ts sar they either had a favorable or neutral opin
IOn about trradtated beef .... We didn' t see a lot of red flags. 
People basically couldn' t tell the difference between irradi
ated and non-irradiated burgers. We were happy about that 
resuiL" 

The fact that DQ is expanding its use of irradiated beef is 
not a positive sign. Other fast-food chains may jump on the 
bandwagon. As irradiated burgers become more common, 
customers may not even know if they are eating irradiated 
meat Join the campaign to stop food irradiation. Let DQ know 
you won't buy their irradiated burgers! (See CAlendar. p. 7) 

Food Irradiation Sneaks Oveneas 
~ri~ns, Australians and New Zealanders are fighting to keep 
1rrad1ated food off their shelves. 

. Britain's Food Standards Agency (FSA) has been criti
ctzed for not prosecuting companies illegally distributing or 
stocking unlabeled irradiated food products. Thus far FSA 
has. sent only warning letters to those breaking the law. A 
rev~ew of herbs and spices, food supplements, prawns and 
shrimp revealed that unlabeled irradiated products in each of 
these food categories are reaching stores. Of 138 samples 
42% had been irradiated or contained irradiated ingredients: 

After a 10-year ban, the Australia-New Zealand Food 
Authority (ANZF~) --the joint food-standard setting body 
for the two countnes -- granted permission for irradiation on 
a case-by~ase basis in September 2001. Although no envi
ro~~tal ~~t statement has been done, Steritech, an Aus
tralian irradiation company, submitted the fli'St food irradia
tion applicati~n for herbs, spices. tea. and nuts, and has be
gun ~ons~ctton of a new irradiation facility in (we're not 
makin~ th1s. u~) Deception Bay, Queensland The San Diego
based ~dtatlon company SureBeam has set up a satellite 
o~ce 10 Northern Queensland and submitted its own appli
catton to ANZFA to irradiate tropical fruits for export to New 
Zealand, the United States, Japan, and Europe. 
. Citize~ groups in Australia have been fighting construc
tl~n. of Stentech 's irradiation facility for years and are main
tammg a 24-hour presence on the site. 

Photo by Bonnie Urfer 

Nukewatch staff spotted this shipment on 
1-90 near Tomah, Wisconsin, on August 
22. 

The yellow placard on this Tri-State 
Motor Transit Co. truck says, "Radioac
tive 7." The load is covered with a tarp. 
According to U.S. Department of Trans .. 
portation, Office of Hazardous Materials 
rules, shipping documents kept in the cab 
contain information about its cargo and 
radiation levels. 

In an accident involving missing or de
stroyed documents, investigators, police, 
emergency responders and the public 
would be exposed and clueless. 



Depleted Uranium 
Weapons Tied to Genetic Damage & Leukemia 
By John LaForge 

Children of British soldiers who served in wars where de
pleted uranium (DU) ammunition was used are at greater risk 
of suffering genetic diseases passed on by their fathers, new 
research reveals. 

DU is toxic, radioactive waste uranium-238 that is given 
away free to anns merchants who turn it into armor-piercing 
shells, then turn around and sell the munitions to the military. 
Toxic to the liver and kidneys and radioactive for 4.5 billion 
years, DU has been linked to increases in cancer and birth 
abnormalities in Iraq since the U.S. and Britain bombed the 
country with over 350 tons of the materia] in 1991. 

As London's Observer and Guardian papers reported 
in August, UK veterans of wars in the Persian Gulf, Bosnia 
and Kosovo have been found to have up to 14 times the 
usual level of chromosome abnormalities in· their genes. This 
has raised fears they will pass cancers and genetic illnesses 
to their offspring. British MP Paul Tyler said it would be "out
rageous" if the findings were ignored by the UK government 

"High levels of genetic damage do not occur naturally. It 
increases the probability of cancer, deformed babies and other 
genetic conditions significantly," said Professor Albrecht 
Scbott, a German biochemist who coordinated the research. 

Even after the disclosure that DU weapons are generally 
contaminated with highly radioactive plutonium, americium 
and other fission products, U .S., British and NATO officials 
still insist that exposure to DU weapons could not have caused 
the cancer deaths of 24 European peacekeepers. "We con
sider the tests neither well thought-out nor scientifically 

DU Su1pen1IDn 1nd Study Acl 
The Depleted Uranium Munitions Suspension and Study 
Act of200 I, H.R. 3155., ( www.congress.gov/) would: 

*Suspend the U.S. military's use and approval for for
eign sale or export of DU munitions, pending a certifica
tion from the Sec. ofHealth and Human Services that DU 
munitions will not pose a long-tenn threat to the health of 
U .S. or NATO military personnel or jeopardize the health 
of civilian populations in the area of use; 

• Suspend the foreign sale and export of plutonium
contaminated DU munitions; 

• Initiate a GAO investigation of plutonium contamina-
-'·t1on'0fl!>~;-1ind · .-;-_-_ ...- · , -- · 

*Initiate a study of the health effects ofDU on current 
or former U .S. military personnel who may have been ex
posed and medical personnel who treated such affected 
personnel. 

In an appeal for eo-sponsors, Rep. Cynthia McKinney 
(0-GA) wrote," ... the U.S. should take care not to leave 
a toJric legacy for either people in a foreign land, nor to 
our own military personnel. ... Since we really do not know 
the comprehensive consequenct!s of DU contamination, 
I urge you to support this legislation, and protect our 
soldiers and innocent citizens from any unnecessary 
healtll threats." Urge your U.S. Reps.to eo-sponsor! 

Information on Depleted Uranium 
Campaign Against Depleted Uranium, CADIJ 
One World Center, 6 Mount St. 
Manchester, M2 5NS, England 
Phone: (+44) 161-834-8176 
Email: gmdcnd@gn.apc.org 
Web: cadu.org.uk 

International Study Team on Depleted Uran.ium, IDUST 
P.O. Box 1688 
Bemalillo, NM 87004 
Phone: (505) 867-0141 
Fax:(505) 771-0182 
Email: lDUST@swcp.com 

Military Toxics Projed 
P.O. Box 558 . 
Lewiston, Maine 04240 
Phone: (202) 783-5091 
Email: miltoxpt@ime.net 
Web: miltoxproj.org 

National Gulf War Resource Center 
1224MStNW 
Washington, DC 20005 
Phone: (202) 628-2700 
Email: ngwrc@vva.org 
Web: gulfweb.org/ogwrc 

Swords to Plowsbares 
I 062 Market ST 
San Francisco, CA 94103 
Phone: ( 415) 2524788 
Email: indivinsky@swords/to/ ... 
Web: swordstoplowshares.org 
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sound," a British military official told the 
Guardian. 

Relatives of the dead soldiers are 
worried that leukemia and other cancers 
were caused by the victims' exposure to 
DU while on duty in Bosnia. The U .S. and 
UK used at least three tons of DU in their 
bombardmeot ofBosnia in 1994 and 1995. 
The UN Environment Program reported 
in March that, surprising!~. DU particles 
were "still in the air two years after the 
conflict's end," according to the Sept. 2 
New York Times. 

A Pentagon survey of 21,000 veterans last year showed 
that those who served in the Persian Gulf in 1991 were two to 
three times more likely to report birth defects in their children. 

DU in Blood of Iraqi Leukemia Sufferers 
The Iraq Daily reported Aug. 12, that after estimating the 
amount of depleted uranium in blood samples. among several 
Iraqi leukemia patients, researchers concluded that the 
disease's incidence increased noticeably in the southern 
provinces due to the heavy presence of DU. 

Blood samples were collected from patients in southern 
Iraqi provinces, where the U.S. and UK left over 350 tons of 
expended DU munitions in their 1991 bombardment. The 'con
trol ' samples were collected from Baghdad, where the bomb
ing left far less DU contamination. 

Scientists S.M. Al-Jubouri, H.H. Jawad and M.F.Sultan, 
conducted the study. 

One Thousand Tons of DU in Afghanistan? 
British researcher Dai Williams reports that as many as 
21 different weapon systems used by the U .S. in bombing 
Afghanistan contain a mystery "dense metal" needed to 
double the penetration of older models. 

Unlike its admissions in Iraq, Bosnia and Kosovo, the 
Pentagon has refused to conftnn the. use of DU in Mghani
stan. But if the mystery metal turns out to be DU, Williams 
believes that between 500 and 1,000 tons of DU may have 
been used. 

So-called bunker busters, which are known as GBU 
28s and GBU 37s, weigh about 1.5 tons and between 50 
and 70% of the warhead weight has to be this high-density 
metal, says Williams. "So you're talking about, potentially, 
for each bunker buster bomb over a ton of uranium waste 
being burnt up and then spread around in the area," Will
iams told Asia Pacific Features i{l July. 

ELF Resisters in the Street, in 
Cou in Prison 

Photo by Mathem 
The gate strewn with paper peace cranes, seven ELFfl'ri
dent opponents crossed onto the Wise. transmitter site 
Aug. 9, the S7tb anniversary ofthe U.S. atomic attack on 
Nagasaki. 

ELF Line-crosser Sentenced to Federal Prison 
MADISON, Wise. -- On August 22, peace activist John He id 
of Luck, Wise., was sentenced to 30 days in federal prison. 
Heid refused to pay a $500 fine imposed by U.S. Magistrate 
Stephen Crocker for an Oct. 7 trespass at the ELF site. While 
onlookers listened with amazement, Crocker said incarcerat
ing Heid would be "overkill and unnecessary': and wouldn't 
do anything but "waste taxpayers' money." Nevertheless, 
Crocker made the prison sentence consecutive to, rather than 
concurrent with, a six-month sentence Heid received for tres
pass at the Army School of Americas. 

In addressing Magistrate Crocker, Heid made reference 
to ELF's role in U.S. Cruise missile attacks around the world. 
"Now it's Iraq's turn," he said. "The countdown is on. The 
media rails are greased. The wheels of state are in motion. It 
all comes down to the 'trigger,' ELF. Will we let them pull it 
again? Or dissent?" he asked. 

All 18 Trident submarines and all U.S. "hunter killer" 
subs have ELF receivers. ELF was probably in contact with 
these subs as they fired Cruise missiles into Sudan, Afghani
stan and Iraq in 1998, Yugoslavia in 1999, andMghanistan in 
2001. Rob Aiksnoras, at the U.S. Naval Undersea Warfare 
Center told Nukewatch, "The [ USS] Miami certainly could 
be ' tasked' to receive messages." 

Heid began serving the seven months Sept. 10 in Penn
sylvania. (You can write him at: #13815-016, FCI Schuylkill. 
P.O. Box 640, Minersville, PA 17950) 

Nagasaki Day Commemoration 
On Aug. 9, the 57'h anniversary of the atomic bombing of 
Nagasaki, seven people were cited for trespass at the ELF 
site. They brought to 22 the number of federal citations is
sued at the "nuclear war starter pistol" since Sept. 2001 , when 
the Ashland County Attorney abandoned law enforcement 
at the site. 

About 55 demonstrators gathered at the ELF site for a 
weekend Peace Camp organized by Nukewatch. Twenty mem-

bers of the Chicago-based Christian Peacemaker Teams ar
rived to help us raise a little holy hell with the war machine. 

Cited for federal trespass were Greg Boertje, Scott 
Mathem-Jacobson, Michael Walli, and Mark Engebretson all 
ofDuluth, Minn.; Kathleen Uhler, ofBrooklyn, New YOlk; and 
Lisa Brigbtup and Rev. Carol Rose, both ofWichlta, Kansas. 
Conviction on the charge carries a possible maximum of six 
months in prison and/or a $5,000 fine . 

11 Convicted of Trespass, Penalties to Increase 
Two groups of nuclear resisters were tried and convicted of 
ELF trespass Sepl 10 after bench trials before Magistrate 
Crocker in Madison. Six who were tried in the morning - all 
members of the Chicago's Christian Peacemaker Teams who 
were ticketed during the January Martin Luther King, Jr. Holi
day action -- were each sentenced to a $150 fine. 

The second trial group, from the Mothers' Day action 
last May, was given the impression that the court is consider
ing harsher penalties·. They were reminded that "the govern
ment will not follow tts earlier practice of waiving the possibil
ity of imprisonment if convicted," and were given a Nov. 20 
sentencing date. 

The afternoon group included previously jailed ELF and 
Trident resisters Cory Bartbolomew, Jane Hosking, JeffLeys, 
Nukewatch staffer John LaForge, along with Eau Claire de
fense attorney John Bachman. Judy Miner, a Madison RN 
who was ticketed with the others at the Mothers' Day action, 
avoided trial by paying a $100 fine - an option that was of
fered to all the defendants. Miner organized a pretrial celebra
tion in Madison Sept. 9, attended by over 40 supporters. 

LaForge testified that ELF resistance is an act of crime 
prevention. "The court has ruled that no testimony can refer 
to the defenses of crime prevention or necessity; international 
law regarding nuclear weapons, the policy of the U .S. regard
ing nuclear arms, or the deployment of nuclear weapons on 
submarines," LaForge said. 

"The court has created a vacuum, into which it can allow 
no whiff of the government's hideous war plans. (Any hint of 
air destroys a vacuum.) The judiciary knows what happens if 
juries and judges are allowed to consider the legal status of 
nuclear weapons and war plans .... All it took ... to win acquit· 
tals in Germany, Scotland and the U.S. was for jurors to bear 
the facts about what H-hombs do, what plans for nuclear war 
actually look like, and what the law says about planning mas
sacres." 

First-Strike Electric Bill 
The Navy has paid electric bills as high as $49, I 00 per month to 
nm its WISCOnsin ELF transmitter. Exel Energy (Formerly North
em States Power) gets the cash. The Navy paid $407,600 for 
electricity to nm the Wisconsin system in 200 J alone -an aver
age of$34,000 per month. The Michigan transmitter's bills, paid 
to the Upper Peninsula Power Co., averaged $30,000 per month 
between 1996 and 2001. Details of the electric bills were obtained 
by Nukewatch through a Freedom of Infonnation Act request. 
The bills, from 1996 through 2002, show that the cost of electric 
has increased steadily since 1997. - MM-B 
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Reactor Closures Improve Health 

WASHINGTON-- Local infant deaths and childhood cancer 
rates have dropped dramatically fOllowing the closure of eight 
U.S. nuclear reactors. According to a report published in the 
Archives of Environmental Health, there has been a 17.4 per
cent fall in infant mortality in counties lying up to 40 miles 
downwind of nuclear reactors in the two years following the 
reactors' closure. Over the same period, the national decline 
was just 6.4 percent. 

Furthermore, in three of the eight areas analyzed, cancer 
rates among children under five declined by 25 percent in the 
seven years following reactor closure. Nationally, there was a 
0.3 percent increase. "We finally have reliable peer-reviewed 
accurate data attaching nuclear power reactors to death and 
injury in the host communities," commented New York State 
Assemblyman Richard Brodsky. "This is a sobering and sig
nificant study, and we all need to take it seriously." 
--The Ecologist, July/ August 2002. 

Bedroom Boycott Protests Reactor Plans 

HELSINKI -- Seven hundred Finnish women vow they will 
not give birth for the next four years unless Parliament scraps 
plans to build another nuclear power reactor. Finland has four 
reactors now. "This form of protest is logical because this 
issue doesn't concern just our generation," said Elina 
Venesmaki, 25, one of the founders of the petition circulat
ing in the country. Venesmaki said she hoped the petition 
would sway members of Parliament to reject the government 
proposal. -- Reuters, April 5, 2002. 

Wildfires Spread Chernobyl Radiation 

MINSK, Belarus -- In July, 90 separate peat and forest fires 
were burning thousands of acres in parts ofBelarus that were 
heavily contaminated by fallout from the Chernobyl disas
ter. Radiation levels rose in the area, according to unnamed 
officials, while Belarus' emergency ministry said, "No rise 
in radioactivity levels has been observed in the villages near 
the fire." Minister Valery Astapov appeared on national tele
vision and claimed that the situation was not dangerous. 

The Gomel and Brest regions were blanketed with 
Chernobyl fallout and 4,000 firefighters were working to put 
out the blazes. Belarus, a former Soviet republic, is still strug
gling to recover from the aftermath of the Chernobyl disas,. 
ter. 

The Ukrainian Health Ministry said in 1995 that 125,000 
deaths had been traced to radiation from the 1986 catastro
phe. Nearly six million people continue to live in contami
nated zones, according to UN figures. 

Authorities in Belarus blamed the military for the fires 
after not asking for help once they started on the Poleski 
testing range. The fires were subsiding as of August. 
-- AP, July 16, 2002; Agence France-Presse, July 19, 2002. 

Escapees Hop Nuclear Waste Train 

RALEIGH, NC --A train carrying highly radioactive used fuel 
rods -- from the ·Robinson reactor in Hartsville, S.C., to the 
Shearon Harris site in New Hill fo.r storage-- was boarded by 
two escaped parole violators making their way to freedom. At 
least one man got on a flatbed car as the train slowed for 
other rail traffic but jumped off seconds later when he saw 
armed troopers and guards on board. The Harris facility re
ceives shipments of the deadly fuel rods from the Hartsville 
and Brunswick reactors about 10 times a year. Carolina Power 
& Light, a subsidiary of Progress Energy, reported the inci
dent to the NRC. The Raleigh-based utility didn't publicize 
the incident because there was no danger to nearby resi
dents. --Associated Press, May 1, 2002. 

Uranium Explosion Survivors File Suit 

TOKYO-- On Sept. 30, 1999, more than 600 neighborhood 
residents and workers were exposed to neutron radiation for 
20 hours after a uranium "criticality" fire at JCO Company, a 
fuel fabrication facility in Tokaimura. Two workers inside JCO 
died within seven months of the accident. Area residents 
were belatedly evacuated but some area workers were never 
informed of the danger. The government never acknowledged 
the exposure of area residents, including school children 500 
meters from JCO. However, the company paid 4.5 billion yen 
for the loss of crops in the vicinity. 

Three survivors have filed a lawsuit for health care com
pensation, the first by Japanese residents in the history of 
nuclear power. -- Plutonium Action Hiroshima, Aug. 19, 2002. 

Britain Plans "anti-terrorist" H-bombs 
and Successor to Trident Warheads 

LONDON-- Not to be outdone by U.S. manufacture of"more 
usable" hydrogen bombs at Oak Ridge, Tenn. 's Y-12 factory, 
a giant nuclear warhead factory is being planned for 
Aldermaston, near London. As reported by the London Ob
server, weapons experts believe it will produce H-bombs "for 
use against terrorist groups and rogue states." The factory 
has been officially approved without public debate, causing 
outrage among Members of Parliament. 

A blatant violation of international laws against nuclear 
weapons production, the factory would violate Britain's bind-
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ing obligations under the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty. 

The formerly secret plans were confirmed by the Atomic 
Weapons Establishment (AWE) and involve closing the 270-
acre Burghfield site, which has produced Britain'.s nuclear 
warheads for 50 years. It would be replaced by a giant com
plex for designing atomic weapons as well as storing exist
ing Trident warheads at AWE's 700-acre headquarters. 

Contradicting the claim that "smaller" nuclear weapons 
are to be produced there, an AWE spokesman said they had 
to "maintain the capability to design a successor" to Trident. 
The government has not asked AWE to start work on one. 

The disclosure also reveals plans for factories for pro
ducing tritium -- a radioactive gas used to turn an atom bomb 
into a hydrogen bomb-- designing ·and developing of nuclear 
weapons, and simulating the effects of H-bomb blasts. 
-- The Observer (London), July 19, 2002. 

DOE Nuclear Shell Game Continues 

NEVADA-- Citing security concerns, the Energy Department 
is considering transporting weapons-grade nuclear material 
from the LosAlamos National Laboratory in New Mexico to 
the Nevada Test Site. The TA-18 site at Los Alamos holds 
two tons of plutonium and highly enriched uranium. It is con
sidered a high-risk facility due to security lapses during a 
series of war games. The radioactive material would be moved 
to the Device Assembly Facility, a 1 00,000-square-foot bun
ker 85 miles from Las Vegas that is used to assemble non
nuclear test materials. The move would cost at least $90 mil
lion. -- Las ·vegas Review Journal, Aug. 13, 2002. 

Chernobyl-Poisoned Fruit Seized In Moscow 

MOSCOW-- Nearly 1,500 pounds of radioactive berries were 
removed from Moscow markets after officials determined they 
contained 14 times the acceptable levels of cesium-137. The 
billberries were grown in western Ukraine and Belarus, areas 
that were heavily contaminated by the 1986 Chernobyl power 
r~actor catastrophe. [Ed.: This report ends with no word ei
ther on how much was sold before the remainder was seized, 
or what the authorities consider an "acceptable" level of ce
sium-13 7 contamination.] 
-- Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, July 8, 2002. 

It's the Pits 
WASHINGTON, D.C. --The DOE announced in May that it 
will resume production of plutonium "pits," the official eu
phemism for nuclear bombs. Until1989, the pits were pro
duced at Rocky Flats in Colorado. The site is now undergo
ing experimental decontamination costing $650 million per 
year -until 2006. 

A new bomb factory is expected to cost between $2.2 
and $4.4 billion. The site selection process will begin in Sep
tember and production is anticipated to begin by 2020. 

Plutonium bombs are "needed," according to the White 
House, despite the May agreement between Presidents Bush 
and Putin to reduce strategic nuclear arsenals from current 
levels of 6000 deployed warheads apiece, to 1, 700-2,200. The 
agreement does not require the destruction of a single war
head, but removes warheads from operational status and 
places them in reserve. While on reserve, the Energy Depart
ment plans to upgrade or replace out-of-date components of 
the warheads, including the plutonium "guts." The White 
House's pretext for new pit production is to have components 
ready and available to produce nuclear weapons quickly if 
"needed." The plan actually makes work for national labora
tories that would otherwise have no purpose., 
--New York 1imf!S, June 1, & Washington Post, June 3, 2002. 

Major U.S. Nuclear Bomb Tests Proposed 

WASHINGTON, DC --Talk of a return to full-scale nuclear 
bomb testing got louder in August. Dale Klein, Assistant Sec
retary of Defense for nuclear and chemical and biological 
defense programs, suggested that testing might be needed, 
possibly within five years, "to check the reliability and safety 
of aging nuclear stockpiles." Klein's statement came just 
months after the Bush Administration's Nuclear Posture Re-

0 
view put forth the option of resuming full-scale testing. 

Between 1945 and 1992 the U.S. conducted 1,054 
nuclear tests in Nevada and the South Pacific. A 2002 study 
by the National Cancer Institute and the Center for Disease 
Control estimates that 80,000 people in the past 50 years have 
contracted or will contract cancer because of exposure to ra
dioactive fallout from the tests. The fallout contaminated 
every square foot of the continental United States. 

Jackie Cabasso, director of the Western States Legal 
Foundation, says that a return to testing "will represent the 
final shedding of any semblance of any international law con
straints on U.S. military power." The antinuclear community 
believes that DOE excuses for breaking the moratorium are 
a cover-up for developing new nuclear weapons like the earth
penetrating "mini-nuke." 
--Las J-egas Review-Journal, Aug. 15,2002. 

Defective MOX From Corrupt BNFL Rejected 

AUSTRALIA-- On July 22, two ocean-going freighters car
rying 560 pounds of mixed plutonium oxid~ (MOX) reactor 
fuel back to England for British Nuclear Fuels, Ltd. (BNFL ), 
were confronted by a Greenpeace flotilla off the coast of Aus
tralia. Protesters, including an Australian MP, jumped into 
the sea holding a "Nuclear Free Pacific!" banner. Japan had 
rejected the BNFL-made reactor fuel because the company 
falsified certification of safety tests. The shipment is part of 
a series ofplutonium transports being made between waste 
reprocessing factories in Britain, Franc.e and Japan. 

The protest flotilla of 11 boats set up a line between 
Australia's Lord Howe and Norfolk Islands. The freighters 
were held off for a time but eventually slipped through the 
line. The movement of the two ships across the Pacific drew 
sharp criticism from the 78-nation African, Caribbean and 
Pacific states (ACP). At a summit shortly before the trans
port, ACP released a statement condemning the recklessness, 
"We C!lll for the immediate cessation of such practice in or
der to-prevent ... accidents that could seriously threatenACP 
states' sustainable development and the health of their 
people." -- Agence France-Presse, July 22, 2002. 

Space Command to Join Nuclear War Planners 

WASHINGTON -- The Pentagon announced plans in June 
to combine the nuclear war-planning agency Strategic Com
mand(StratCom) in Omaha, with the Colorado Springs-based 
Space Command. The move shreds the veil of "defensive
ness" used to promote Stars Wars and "missile defense" pro
grams. All the weapons controlled by the joint command 
would be offensive. StratCom controls all the Pentagon's 
nuclear missiles, bombers and submarines. Space Command 
oversees the hundreds of satellites and ground sensors that 
warn of missile launchings around the world. The nuclear 
war-fighting function of the reorganization was hinted at by 
the New York Times which reported, "The new command 
would ... harness in one entity the nation's missile warning 
network and the new national missile-defense system now 
breaking ground, as well as the country's ability to plan and 
launch offensive strikes with nuclear weapons." 
--New York 1imes, June 25, 2002. 

Resources mentioned in this Pathfinder 

* Anathoth Community Farm; 740 Round Lake Rd., Luck, WI 
54853; (715) 472-8721; Web: airstreamcomm.net/-anathoth/; Email: 
anathoth@lakeland. ws 
* Center for Defense Information; 1779 Massachusetts Ave., NW, 
Washington, DC 20036; (800) 234-3334; Emai1: info@cdi.org; Web: 
cdi.org · 
*Christian Peacemaker Teams; Box 6508 Chicago, IL60680, (312) 
455-1199; Email: cpt@igc.org 
* Families for Peaceful Tomorrows; Regional addresses available 
on website; Email: info@peacefultomorrows.org; Web: 
peacefultomorrows.org 
* Food Irradiation Campaign AustraUa; Nuclear Free Future 
Brisbane; (07) 3876 2267 or 0411 11 8737; Web: citizen.orglcmep/ 
foodsafety/intemational!australia; Email: 
stopfialliance@yahoo.com.au 
* Ground Zero Center for Nonviolent Action; 16159 Clear Creek 
Road NW, Poulsbo, WA 98370; (360) 377-2586; Web: gzcenter.org; 
Email: info@ gzcenter.org 
* Global NetworkAgainst Weapons and Nuclear Power in 
Space; PO Box 90083, Gainsville, FL 32607; (352) 337-9274; Web: . 
space4peace.org ; Email: globalnet@mindspring.com 
* Institute for Energy and Environmental Research; 6935 Laurel 
Ave., Suite 204, Takoma Park, MD 20912; (301) 270-5500; Email: 
ieer@ieer.org; Web: ieer.org 
* Peace Action Wisconsin; 1001 East l<eefe Ave., Milwaukee, WI 
53212; (414) 964-5158; Email: pamilw@execpc.com 
* Plutonium Action Hiroshima; Ichhikawa Shiraki-Cho A Sakita
ku, Hiroshima 739-14, Japan; (082) 828-2603 
* Scottish CND; 15 Baarland Street, Eglington Toll, Glasgow, 
Scotland; Email: cndscot@dial.pipex.com; Web: ds.dial.pipex.corn! 
cndscot 
* Shundahai Network; PO Box 1115, Salt Lake City, UT 8411 0; 
(801) 359-2614; Web: shundahai.org 
* Trident Ploughshares; 46 Bethell Street, Norwich, England; Web: 
gn.apc.orgltp2000 
*Union of Concerned Scientists; 2 Brattle Sq., Cambridge, MA 
02238; (617) 547-5552; Email: ucs@ucsusa.org Web: ucsusa.org 
*Western States Legal Foundation; 1504 Franklin St., Suite 202, 
Oakland, CA 94612; (510) 839-5877; Email:webmaster@ 
wslfweb.org; Web: wslfweb.org 
*Wisconsin Network for Peace and Justice; 122 State Street, suite 
404, Madison, WI 53703; (608) 250-9240; Web: mindspring.corn! 
-wnpj; Email: wnpj@mindspring.com 
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For a Nonviolent Revolution 
Since its inception in 1979, Nukewatch staff and volunteers 
have been vigorous advocates, trainers, organizers and par
ticipants in nonviolent direct action. 

Nonviolence for us is both the means we employ in poli
tics and the end we seek in the world. This advocacy and 
practice is based on personal experience as well as a deep 
consideration of the state of human relationships, the possi
bilities for positive social change, the worldwide. crises of 
war, resource depletion, population and pollution, and the 
chances for success in abolishing human exploitation and 
war. 

We believe with Philip Berrigan that " ... The only people 
who have understood what revolution means are those who 
consider nonviolent revolution possible." 

And we share the stark and absolute rejection of revolu
tionary violence summarized by Louis Lecoin: "If it were 
proved io me that in making war, my ideal had a chance of 
being realized, I would still say no to war. For one does not 
create a human society on mounds of corpses." 

From H-bomb Truckwatches to the mapping ofland-based 
missile sites; from sit-in protests against the U.S.-led Contra 
war on Nicaragua, to line-crossings at Strategic Cemmand 
and mass sit-ins atop Minuteman ICBMs; from blockading 
nuclear reactors at Kewaunee in Wisconsin to NASA's plu
tonium space shots at Cape Canaveral; from the cramped 
spaces of Madison's old Dane County Jail, to kitchen duty at 
Illinois' Marion Federal Prison Camp-Nukewatch employ
ees, volunteers and supporters have embraced nonviolence 
in word and deed -- even as we' ve struggled to rid our 
thoughts of the violence that inundates the social, political, 
religious and cultural life of the United States. 

A short selection from a few advocates of nonviolence 
follow. - JML 

•tancy 
By Steve Chase 

I feel like someone about to be booed at a New Age gather
ing on inner peace and harmony. Yet I don' t see how we can 
create a humane and wild-loving world unless we develop a 
more militant, fighting spirit This may sound crazy during a 
time of ricocheting war and terrorism. but I'm convinced that 
unless we are willing to let ourselves feel our anger, step out 
of our polite passivity, and offer some fierce resistance to 
the powers that be, we're all pretty much cooked-- and I'm 
not just talking about global warming. 

By "militancy" I don't mean blind rage or violence. The 
world has more than enough of both already. I'm talking 
about loving something so much that you are willing to or
ganize your community and stop the forces that threaten it. 
Gandhi was a great militant He tried to melt the hearts ofhis 
British opponents, but when most of their hearts didn't melt, 
be organized a mass nonviolent resistance campaign that 
pushed them out of power whether they wanted to abdicate 
or not. Gandhi wasn't willing to wait around until all the 
British imperialists changed their minds about colonialism 
being a good thing. 

The British Quakers squawked about this back in the 
1920s and '30s. This wasn't pacifism, they said. This wasn't 
love. Read their newsletters; they trasbed Gandhi and the 
movement he led. They thought he was too coercive and 
aggressive -- just as most white liberals originally thought 
King was a negative influence on Black America. Gandhi 
and King were scary because they were willing to disturb 
the peace, make waves and challenge authority. And they 
weren't just alarming to the power elites of their day. They 
also unnerved well-meaning people who feared conflict and 
ignored the full reality of oppression around them. But think 
about it -- if you were an Indian peasant during the British 
Empire, or a sharecropper in the Jim Crow South, or an old
growth forest slated to be cut down tomorrow, who would 
you want on your side? A bunch of conflict avoiders -- or 
folks who embody the fierce, nonviolent fighting spirit of a 
Gandhi or a King? 

Some of us are more comfortable than others, of course, 
but in some real ways all of us are increasingly becoming 
Indian peasants, sharecroppers in a racist South and threat
ened old-growth trees. We are all faced with an unprecedented 
global power grab by corporate elites whose addictive pur
suit of power, profits and prestige now threatens the health 
of the green world and most of its peoples. We can t:eason 
with some of these folks, melt the hearts of others and invite 
all of them to create constructive alternatives in partnership 
with us. Yet some of these people are going to hang tough 
and fight us in the streets, in our workplaces, in the courts 
and legislatures and on the television networks they own 
and control. They will also continue to use lies, bribes, pris
ons and violence against many who challenge them and call 
for real democracy. Under these circumstances, if we really 
love our world, we are going to have to learn to fight for it -
- and fight bard and well. 
Stew ChtUe Is 1111 editorilll tu/visor for Orion llfllgiUJae. 
This 11rdcle 11ppe11red In the Spring, 2002 edition. 

.C - Nakewatelt ~jilrw 

DISCIPLINE 
A statement of discipline adopted in 1960 by partici
pants in the Canada-to-Cuba Walk is as useful today 
as ever: 

l. Our attitude toward officials and others who 
may oppose us will be one of sympathetic understand
ing of the burdens and responsibilities they carry. 

2. No matter the circumstance of provocation, we 
will not respond' with physical violence to acts directed 
against us. 

3. We will not call names or make hostile remarks. 
4. We will adhere as closely as we are able to the 

letter and spirit of truth in our spoken and written state
ments. 

5. We will always try to speak to the best in all 
[people], nther than seeking to exploit their weak
nesses to what we may believe is our advantage. 

6. We will always attempt to interpret as clearly 
as possible to anyone with whom we are in contact -
and especially to those who may oppose us - the pur

Photo by Zach Mathern 

An National Forest Service Officer accepted a string of paper 
cranes, a _peac~ symbol conceived after the atomic bombings of 
Japan. Hundreds of cranes were folded by activim Aug. 9 at Project 
ELF during the Nagasaki Commemoration. (See story p. 2) 

pose and meaning of our actions. (From Nonviolence in 
America: A Documentary History, edited by Staughton and 
Alice Lynd, Orbis books, 1995, p. 203) 

JOANBAEZ 
"The only thing that has been a worse flop than the organiza
tion of nonviolence has been the organization of violence . ... I 
would say that I'm a nonviolent soldier. In place of weapons 
of violence, you have to use your mind, your heart, your sense 
ofhumor, every faculty available to you, because no-one has 
the right to take the life of another human being.· 

ALBERI'CAMUS 
Cam us' essay "Reflections on the Guillotine" stands as a re
tort to today's overwhelming and arbitrary U.S. militarism. In 
view of President Bush's vengeful, vindictive and unreflec
tive speeches on Iraq, and his juvenile and insulting overuse 
of the term ''evil," Cam us' words sound a pointed rebuttal. 
"Society proceeds sovereignty to eliminate the evil ones from 
her midst as if she were virtue itself. Like an honorable [par
ent] killing [a] wayward son and remarking, ' Really, I didn't 
know what to do with him' ... To assert, in any case, that a 
[convict] must be absolutely cut off from society because he 
is absolutely evil, amounts to saying that society is abso
lutely good, and no one in his right mind will believe this 
today." 

CESARCHAVEZ 
The late leader of the United Farm Workers said, "We are 
convinced that nonviolence is more powerful than violence. 
We are convinced that nonviolence supports you if you have 
a just and moral cause. Nonviolence gives the opportunity to 
stay on the offensive, which is of vital importance to win any 
contest ... I don't subscribe to the belief that nonviolence is 
cowardice, as some militant groups are saying. In some in
stances, nonviolence requires more militancy than violence 
does." 

GEOFf/REYOS1ERGAARD 
"Nonviolent revolutionaries do not think that the nation state 
is the 'foundation of world order': they think it is the active 

promoter of disorder, at,1.d fear that its various rival agents 
wiU one day start throwing nuclear bombs at each other and 
destroy the only civilization we have." 

BARBARADEMING 
"When we block access to buildings, block traffic, block 
shipments, it can be charged that we go a little further than 
refusing obedience and impose upon the freedom of action 
of others. There is some justice to the charge. I nevertheless 
think it appropriate to speak of nonviolent obstruction, but 
I would revert to my original description as the definitive 
one: the person committed to nonviolent action refuses to 
injure the antagonist. It is quite possible to frustrate another's 
action without doing him injury. And some freedoms are basic 
freedoms, some are not. To impose upon another man's free
dom to kill, or his freedom to help to kill, to recruit to kill, is 
not to violate his person in a fundamental way.~ 

PETRAKEI.ll' 
"Noncooperation with violent elements in the social sys
tem, is a basic premise of nonviolence in theory and in prac
tice. This whole concept includes legal methods of objec
tion, such as strikes, boycotts, conscientious objection and 
nonacceptance of state honors, as well as civil disobedi
ence - open infringement of the law on grounds of con
science. Civil disobedience is an escalated form of noncoop
eration and direct action; it is the deliberate infringement of 
unjust laws and regulations. Those who engage in nonvio
lent civil disobedience take full responsibility upon them
selves for breaking the law on conscientious grounds. They 
would rather receive punishment or violence, than become 
violent themselves, or incur the blame for other people's 
violence by doing nothing." 

MOHANDASGANDW 
"We may never be strong enough to be entirely nonviolent 
in thought, word and deed. But we must keep nonviolence 
as our goal and make steady progress towards it. The attain
ment of freedom, whether for a person, a nation or the world, 
must be in exact proportion to the attainment of nonviolence 
by each." 

'Nuclear Weapons Must be Resisted' 
Editors Note: He/en Woodson, along with Fr. Car/ Kabat, During my now 18-1/2 years' incarceration, I have never 
Fr. Paul Kabat, and Lan'y Cloud Morgan, participated in soughtpublicity, and in my occasional writings, I have tried to 
the Nov. ll. 1984, "Silo Pruning Hooks" p/owshares disar- keep the focus solely on the issues. But at this point I must get 
mament action, using a compressor-driven jack hammer to a little personal. When I left my beloved children, friends and 
disable the concrete lid of a Minuteman 11 missile silo in home to do the actions for which I am imprisoned, I knew I 
Missouri. Following their a"est, the Pruning Hooks were would never return. Many old friends have dropped. out of 
declared by the court to be a "threat to the community, "held contact I have a daughter-in-law and grandchildren whom I've 
on "preventive detention" and denied bond. After a sham never met, and I have no assets besides my prison commissary 
trial in Kansas City, she was sentenced to 18 years in prison account. 
- later reduced to 12 -plus five years probation. Serious resistance is serious business. It is not easy, but 

Paroled June 14, {993, He/en acted three days later in the rationale is as simple today as when I first went to jail in 
Chicago, using a starter pistol to pretend to rob a bank. 1982.Jesussaid, .. RendertoCaesarthethingsthatareCaesar's 
Helen piled the money on the floor and read a prepared state- and to God the things that are God's." Thus, the question for 
ment condemning corporate environmental destruction and each of us is: What does rightfully belong to Caesar? My an
the love of money. She then lit the money on fire and walked swer then and now: Not the lives of my family and all families, 
out. She was arrested, convicted and later sentenced to seven not the lives of all other species, not the mountains, deserts, 
years. In Nov. 2001, He/en completed the sentence for her watersandair, nottheearthitselt:Becauselactfromareligious 
anti-greed action, and she is currently imprisoned for violat- perspective, I see my resistance as a way of reil.dering the cre
ing parole, although no parole hearing was ever held. ation back to God from whom it came. People whose actioos are 

A Letter from Prison, By Helen Woodson 

Recently the government has ordered that an evaluation be 
made to determine the "suitability" of my release at the even
tual end of my sentence. What they're proposing is some form 
of permanent detention under either executive or court order. 
An attorney told me that the country is now being ruled by 
King George and that no one in the legislative or judicial 
branches is willing to stop him. It is even possible to have 
dissidents labeled "dangerous and insane," and confined in 
psychiatric hospitals as was done in the former Soviet Union. 
The evaluation began on July 29. When the final report and 
recommendations have been written, I will be allowed to see 
them, and then they will be sent to Washington. I have been 
given no timetable for this. 

framed in secular, political or moral teons wiU express it differ
ently, but the meaning is clear. Nuclear weapons, war, the de
struction of the natural world, and government and corporate 
greed must be resisted 

Whatever the outcome here, I will remain faithful to this 
witness, either with another action if I am released or as a per
manent detainee if I am not My situation obviously has impli
cations for others. I am the first prisoner to be subjected to this 
particular process, butl will not be the last, especially if the U.S. 
invades Iraq. Be forewarned, be serious, be conscientious, be 
joyful and be alive! 

Love to everyone, Helen 
August 18, 2002 

Heleu Woodson, 03231-045, Federal Medical Center, 
Canwell, P.O. Box 27137, Admln. Max., Ft. Worth, TX'76127 
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Arms Dealers, Think Tanks & Space Wars 
By Molly Mechtenberg-Berrigan promote world peace through American strength," the CSP the power of your ideas, one only has to look at the number 
The Bush Administration's plan to utilize and control space analyzes and recommends policy through published articles, ofCenter associates who people this Administration .... I was 
with ballistic missile defense, space-based lasers and other email and the intemet. The principal audience for their mate- thinking about calling a staff meeting, but I think I'll wait until 
space technolosies is not a fluke or a mistake. Rather the rial includes the armed forces, Congress and the White House, tomorrow morning." (Esquire, Feb. 2002). 
program has advocates in the top-echelon of gove~ent, the pre~s, and the ~~bal business and fi~cial cominuni!Y. Before his appoin?."ent as Secre~ ofDefense, Do~ald 
business and policy planning. This article will explore a trian- . With a $1.6 mdbon budget, the CSP s number .on7 mis- Rumsfeld headed the Space Co~ssion," a congression
gular love affair between the Bush Administration, aerospace sion for two years has been to promote and sell missile de- ally-mandated assessment committee that made recommen
giant Lockheed Martin, and the conservative think tank the fense to Congress. Other projects include "educating" about dations regarding space policy to Congress and the White 
Center for Security Policy. the terrorist threat, informing the public and those in Con- House. Of this 13-member commission, four-- Rumsfeld, Wit-

In 1995, the federal government arranged and subsidized gress about the "shortcomings" of the Comprehensive Test liam Graham, Gen. Charles Homer, and Malcolm Wallop-- are 
the merger ofLockheed with Martin Marietta, Loral Defense Ban Treaty (CTBT), and advocating increased military readi- CSP board members. The commission's report was released 
General Dynamics' combat aircraft division, and scores of ness. After U.~. withdrawal from the Anti-Ballistic Missile in January of2001, right as Bush took office. 
other military companies to create a $35 billion mega-corpora- (ABM) Treaty m December 2001, the CSP sent a congratula- One month earlier, the CSPhad hosted a high-level ''round 
tion. Lockheed Martin receives over$18.5 billion in Pentagon tory letter to Bush stating, "We wish to commend you for the table discussion" called "Space Power: What is at Stake, What 
contracts yearly for thousands of combat aircraft, nuclear ~~geo~s and visionary leadership you have exhibited in willitTake?''~~gingtog~erover80pastandpresentmem
missiles satellite technologies and ballistic missile defense Withdrawmg from the 1972 ABM Treaty ... you have put that hers of the military, press, mdustry and metnbers of Con
(BMD) ~mponents. It also exports $2 to $3 billion in arms per itnpediment ~hind us, once and for all." . . gress, this SYJ!lP?Sium acted as a prelude t~ the January 2001 
year, mostly the F-16 warplane, to customers including Israel, The CSP s seven-me~ber board of directo~ ~eludes Space Commission Report. In fact, one of 1ts keynote speak
Egypt, Turkey, Greece, Indonesia, Taiwan, South Korea and Charles K~~ President ofLockheed Martin s Space ers --Gen. Homer, former head of the U.S. Space Command
Singapore. Lockheed Martin's major missile defensecontracts and Strategtc Mtsstle Sector. CSP's 1 00-member advisory -was also a member of the Space Commission. 
include the Payload Launch, the Space Based Infrared Sys- board includes six defense industry CEOs from Lockheed and The people involved in these reviews of space activities 
tem "High" component, the Theater High Altitude Area De- Boeing. The Center receives 14% of its annual revenue from ~cogn~d ~t ~e new ~~h Administration would be plac
fense system, the Airborne Laser the Space-based laser the weapons contractors. mg a high pnonty on military control of outer space. At the 
Navy Theater Wide system, and 'the Medium Extended Air The CSP and Lockheed Martin found a strong ally with CSP discussion, National Missile Defense was not even a 
Defense System. Most of these contracts are for the offen- t:!te ~lection ofGeorge W. Bush in 2000. BushAdmini~tra- subject for debate, because "It's going to happen." (Gen. 
sive Theater Missile Defense component ofBMD. tion ties to Lockheed include Deputy Director of the National Homer). Withdrawal from the Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty 

Lockheed Martin contributed over $2 million in PAC (Po- Security Council, Steve Hadley, a former partner in Shea and was foreshadowed with comments like, ''Treaties have nego
litical Action Committee) money to the Republican and Demo- Gardner, the Washington law firm of Lockheed Martin, tiated away our space advantage. We kneel at the alter of the 
cratic parties leading up to the 2000 election, favoring Repub- Undersecr~tary o~ the Air Force Albert S~ith, ~ form~r ABM :reaty! i~ spi~,ofthe fact tha~ we know that the ABM 
lican 2-to-1. This is more than any other weapons merchants. Lockh~ vtce-prestdent, ~d Lynn Cheney, wt~e ofvtce-presl- treaty IS restricting:.. (Sen. Bob Sm1~, R:-NH). . 
An additional $4 million was spent on lobbying during this dent Dtck Cheney, a longtime Lockheed Martin Board mem- The language m the Space Comm1sston Report IS vague 
period. Key company associates were involved in high levels her. and contradictory. It states, "[I]t is in the U .S. national inter-
of the Bush campaign, most notably Bruce Jackson, Vice Presi- ':!b~ ~ 22 ~orm~members of the CSP now in the Bush est to ... promo~ ~e peaceful use of space ... "and later that 
dent ofLockheed Martin's corporate strategy and develop- Admimstration, mcluding Under Secretary of Defense for the U.S. should 'vigorously pursue the capabilities ... to en
ment. Jackson claims "I wrote the Republican Party's foreign Policy Douglas Feith, Secretary of the Air Force James Roche sure that the President will have the option to deploy weap-
policyplatform." ' andChairmanoftheDefensePolicyBoard,RichardPerle. In ons in space." The report warns that the U.S. needs to take 

Frank Gaffney a former Assistant Secretary ofDefense fact, at the CSP annual "Keeper of the Flame" award cer- seriously the possibility of a "Space Pearl Harbor'' and pre-
founded the CentC:. for Security Policy (CSP) in 1988. Th~ ernony --at which board member and 1998 award recipient pare accordingly. 
CSP is a conservative think tank that has been called the de Donald Rumsfeld was the keynote speaker-- Rumsfeld said An underlying theme in both symposia was protecting 
facto cen!ef of the Star wars lobby. Carrying the motto ''To to CSP founder Frank Gaffney, "If there was any doubt about U.S. national interests with "control of space.'' At CSP, Major 

NASA's Lanaoy: Rookets Full of Naolear Waste? 
Continued from Cover 

politics don't apply to the lunar surface," Gormly said, 
and "Retrieval, reuse, even reprocessing of the nuclear ma
terial can enhance both lunar operations and further deep 
space commerce." 

Sounding a bit more grounded in reality, Mike Duke, a 
lunar expert at the Colorado School of Mines, told 
SPACE.com, "This doesn't appear to be a practical pro
posal at the current state of technical development." Duke 
warned that the impact of the casks on the moon would 
not bury them in glass, but would scatter the waste widely 
like other "ejecta" tossed out from high-speed lunar crashes. 

DOE Calls for Expanded Plutonium Production 
The DOE announced last year that, due to growing demand 
for space nuclear power, they would expand plutonium pro
duction facilities at Oak Ridge National Labs (Tenn.) and their 
INEEL facility in Idaho. The two facilities will produce up to 
five kilograms ofplutonium-238 each year for the next 25-30 
years. NASA plans call for nuclear-powered rovers on Mars 
in 2003, nuclear power sources on theEuropa Orbiter, nuclear
powered mining colonies on the moori and Mars, as well as a 
reactor-propelled rocket. 

Plutonium production is perilous to workers too. In Au
gust 2000 former Energy Secretary Bill Richardson announced 
that five "nuclear workers" were contaminated at Los Alamos 
Labs in New Mexico. Richardson ordered a 'JYpe A investi
gation, a level of inquiry generally used when workers are 
killed or seriously injured. The five workers were fabricating 
nuclear devices for "future space nuclear powered missions." 

The New Mexican of Santa Fe reported in 1996 that 
DOE safety assurances regarding government manufac
ture of Radioisotope Thermoelectric Generators (RTGs) 
were cover-ups. The paper obtained DOE documentation 
that 241 cases of radioactive contamination occurred at 
Los Alamos National Lab between 1993 and 1995. 

The report confirmed critics' warnings. Bruce Gagnon, 
of the Global Network Against Weapons and Nuclear Power 
in Spac~. said then: ~·Launching plutonium into space en
dangers the public at the time of lift-off ... but the fabrica
tion of the RTGs is contaminating people now. Claims by 
NASA and DOE that we should trust their statements about 
safety ring hollow." 

The Pluto-Kuiper Express mission, originally set for a 
2003 launch, is now on hold due to NASA budget prob
lems. The Pluto-Kuiper craft would carry 16.3 pounds of 
plutonium-238, representing 70% of the "plutonium require
ment" outlined in DOE's documents justifying the expan
sion of their facilities. 

U.S. Energy Secretary Spencer Abraham said in May 
that NASA would renew the 1995 Voinoi agreement to buy 
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plutonium-238 from Russia. According to Abraham, NASA 
will use it for RTGs aboard spacecraft like Pluto-Kuiper. 
Although the original pact was a long-term $12 billion deal, 
the current price tag is secret. NASA plans to use RTGs on 
a mission in 2006. 

In 1985, NASA said yes, there could be quite a disas
ter if the plutonium was dispersed in an accident, but the 
chance was, ''very small ... due to the high reliability inher
ent in the design of the Space Shuttle." Prof. Cart Grossman 
in his book Weapons in Space, reports that after the 1986 
Challenger disaster, NASA changed its odds of a cata
strophic shuttle accident from 1-in-lOO,OOOto 1-in-761 

Reactor-Propelled Rockets (Again) 
NASA is trying to revive long-ago discarded plans for 
nuclear-propelled rockets. :Prof. Grossman reports in 
CovertAction Quarterly that $10 billion was spent on the 
scheme in the 1950s and '60s. 

Dubbed the Nuclear Systems Initiative (NSI), $125.5 
million. is budgeted for 2003. Grossman says this is part of 
$1 billion that NASA wants for the plan over five years. 

"Nuclear propulsion greatly increases mission flexibil
ity, enabling new science missions, more in-depth investi
gations ... in reaching and exploring distant objects," Con
gress was told by NASA Administrator Sean O'Keefe. NSI 
is, "a program to develop safe and reliable nuclear power 
and propulsion," O'Keefe said. 

The Wdden Military Agenda 
Grossman quotes Dave Webb, formerly of the British.space 
program: "The recent increase in the U.S. budget for Star 
Wars andNASA's plans to spend $1 billion ... on its nuclear 
power and propulsions programs is no coincidence. Stat Wars 
projects like the Space-Based Laser require significant sources 
of power and it is very useful for the U.S. to be able to bury 
some of the costs for the development work in 'civilian' or 
'dual use' programs." 

Michio Kako, professor of nuclear physics at City Univ. 
of New York told Grossman, ''NASA hasn't learned its les
son ... and a hallmark of science is that you learn from previ
ous mistakes. We have to save NASA from itself." 

NASA has been making mistakes with plutonium-- con
sidered the most radioactive substance -- for many years. 
The Transit 5BN-3 failed April21, 1964 and the 2.llbs. of 
ph.itonium-238 aboard it were pulverized in the atmosphere 
and spread worldwide. In 1968, the Nimbus B-1 crashed back 
through the atmosphere and4.2lbs. ofplutonium-238landedin 
the Santa Barbara channel, from which it was luckily recovered. 
Another 5.5 lbs. ofplutonium-238 (Grossman says 8.3lbs.) is 
said by NASA to be intact on the ocean floor after the Apollo 13 
crashedAprill4, 1970, in the Pacific offNew Zealand. 

Gen. Brian Amold, Director of Space and Nuclear Deterrence. 
declared, "The United States' unimpeded access to space is 
vital to national interests -- the word 'vital' meaning that we 
are willing to do whatever it takes to maintain that access." 
The Space Commission advocated that the U.S. ''use the 
nation's potential in space to support its domestic, economic, 
diplomatic and national security objectives." 

Both reports advocate streamlining space committees, 
activities and chain-of-command; creating a separate budget 
category for space; and elevating U.S. Space Command to a 
"Space Corps" and possibly a "Space Department." 

With the CSP round table discussion and Space Com
mission Report, the die was cast and the deck was stacked for 
a comprehensive space control initiative before Bush took 
office. In January 2001 the game began: National Missile De
fense (NMD) was sold to Congress; $8.3 billion was approved 
for Star Wars development and research; the U.S. withdrew 
from the Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty; and Lockheed Martin 
reaped the economic benefits ofNMD contracts and a revi
talized space program. 

Knowing that space is becoming increasingly vulner
able to warfare, that U.S. withdrawal from the ABM Treaty 
was a devastating blow to the authority of international law, 
that the U.S. is threatening to violate the 1967 Outer Space 
Treaty banning anti-satellite weapons, that billions of dollars 
are being thrown into a NMD program that is based on fraud 
and deception, we have here a synthesis of ultimate political 
power, ultraconservative ideology, and massive profits. 

Stat Wan fraud Shielded by 
N~s & Budget Seereey 

WASHINGTON·.· Stung by a string of failed or faked 
tests and disclo:&ures ·.of fabricated results, the White 
Ho us~ announced June 8that it will keep secret key infor
mation on an new tests of national missile defenses. Last 
January, Pentagon chiefDonald Rumsfeld gave the Mis. 
sile DefenseAgency extraordin~ry managerial autonomy, 
and .lifted prOcurement oversight procedures .that regu
late most gov(!mment programs -- keepthem on budget. 

The military censors}l~p _and secret budget area blow 
to critics of the program who argue that what is proposed 
will never work. the wall of St}crecy insures that tens of 
billions of dollars are wasted on the unworkable system
• as was done in the '70s, '80s and '90s. The Pentagon will 
announce whether tests are successful! 

Critics like Philip CoylewJth the Center for Defense 
Information said the cloak of secrecy and the blank check, 
"could be counterproductive" since lawmakers may be
gin to realize ~eydon'tknow enough to decid~ how to 
Y()~e. on th~ pro~a~'s funding. Th~ Congressiomtl Bud .. 

.·. gli)t Rflic~ ~i(\J~.{a~\lary ~bat.tl1e. ~entagon may .want 
··•llPto iflionfor,th~s~,:beme~'""./ML · 
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Nuclear Power: No Answer to Global Climate Change 
By Arjun Makbijanl 

A popular refrain in recent debates on global climate change 
is that nuclear power must be a significant part of any strat
egy to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Proponents argue 
that, as a carbon-free technology, nuclear power is one of the 
few ways that carbon dioxide emissions can be significantly 
reduced while meeting growing energy needs. This claim does 
not hold up to careful scrutiny, either on technical or eco
nomic grounds. Nuclear power and high levels of fossil fuel 
use each create a diverse set of problems. This article exam
ines issues relating to nuclear power. 

Reactor Safety 
There is no practical or reasonable way to eliminate the safety 
and proliferation threats arising from commercial nuclear 
power. All reactor types that have been developed 
or designed pose some level of risk of catastrophic 
accidents on scales sirnjlar to Cbernobyl, though 
the specific accident mechamsms and probabili
ties depend on reactor design. This is in part be
cause commercial nuclear power was developed 
as an adjunct to the nuclear arms race and as a 
tool of Cold War propaganda. In its rush to build 
new reactors, the industry, from its inception, put 
public safety, health. environmental protection 
and even economics behlnd weapons develop
ment and propaganda. 

From the early days of reactor development, 
the Atomic Energy Commission was aware of the 
possibility for catastrophk accidents. In 1957, 
Brookhaven National Laboratory published an as
sessment, known by its report number, WASH-
740, whlch outlined the potential health and prop
erty damages that could result from a severe re
actor accident. Several months after the release 
of the report, Congress passed the Price-ADder
son Act, limiting liability of utilities to $500 mil
lion -- just ten percent of the property damage 
costs estimated in WASH-740. This amount was 
increased to $7 billion in 1988, still far below the 
likely damages of such an accident. 

Non-Proliferation and Disarmament 
The challenges of non-proliferation and disannament issues 
are even more daunting and basic than safety and economic 
issues, because they are not only technological, but also 
military, political, and institutional in nature. 

Plutonium is made in all commercial reactors. Once sepa
rated by reprocessing, the plutonium in this used fuel can be 
used to make nuclear weapons. Stocks of separated commer
cial plutonium have been growing very rapidly since the early 
1980s and are set to surpass military stocks in the next few 
years. There are now five countries that have commercial 
reprocessing policies: France, Russia, Britain, Japan, and In
dia. Six Qther countries also own commercially separated plu
tonium: Germany, the Netherlands, Belgium, Switzerland, Italy, 
and the United States (from a commercial reprocessing plant 

The nuclear industry continues to downplay 
the potential for catastrophic reactor accidents, Kewaunee nuclear reactor on the sbore of Lake Michigan. 
despite the evidence presented by the Chernobyl 
disas~ in April. 1986. The explosion and fire at Chemobyl 
depostted fallout on every country in the northem hemisphere 
and forced the evacuation of over 100,000 people in a 30 
kHometer zone around the plant, and the abandonment of 
250,000 to 375,000 acres of agricultural land. But the nuclear 
industry as well as the International Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA), citing erroneous official Soviet data and ignoring 
the lack of accurate data on health effects, have tended to 
minimize the significance of the accident. Official estimates 
of the radioactivity released in the first ten days were 80 mil
lion curies. But in an independent assessment, Soviet scien
tist Zhores Medvedev estimated that the releases of radioio
dine and radiocesium were about three times higher than of
ficially stated. The overall costs ofChernobyl are difficult to 
calculate, but even the official estimates of about $10 - 15 
billion surpass the $7 billion liability limit of the Price-Ander
sonAct. 

The most important and tragic lesson of Chernobyl is 
that the most severe kind of nuclear power accident can actu
ally happen. Moreover, the problems created by such severe 
accidents will persist for many generations. While claims have 
been made for a new generation of"inherently safe reactors," 
they are exaggerated and hlghly misleading. It would take 
many decades to test various designs to determine whether 
creating a practical reactor that is economical and invulner
able to catastrophic accidents is achlevable at all. Conse
quently, nuclear power cannot safely help the world reduce 
carbon dioxide emissions - a pressing need that must be 
addressed with policies in place in the next few years. 

Economics 
Nuclear power is a far more expensive and risky way of gen
erating electricity than highly efficient, combined-cycle, natu
ral gas plants. Even in France, which is highly dependent on 
nuclear power, officials have admitted that combined-cycle 
electricity plants using natural gas are more economical than 
nuclear power reactors. Each reactor can typically be expected 
to cost from about $1 billion to several billion dollars in ex
cess lifetime costs. To make a substantial reduction in C02 
emissions, nuclear power reactors would not only have to 
supply much of the world's electricity growth but also re
place many coal-fired plants as they are retired. This would 
require the construction of [about] 2,000 nuclear reactors 
(1 ,000 megawatts each) in the nexf several decades. The to
tal cost penalty of using nuclear would amount to several 
trillion dollars. This vast sum of money would have to come 
in the form of subsidies from governments and/or electricity 
ratepayers (in the form of higher prices). It could be much 
more efficiently used to make investments in energy effi
ciency, cogeneration, renewables, combined-cycle power 
plants, fuel cells and the like. Thus, investments in nuclear 
power will detract from efforts to reduce carbon dioxide emis
sions by pre-empting more appropriate investments. 
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that operated from 1966 to 1972). 
If nuclear power were used as a means of reducing green

house gas emissions, the inventories of plutonium would rise 
dramatically. If2,000 new nuclear reactors are built over the 
next several decades (in addition to replacing the present 
350,000 MW of nuclear capacity), the global inventory of 
commercial plutonium would rise to about 20,000 metric tons 
by the middle of the next century, dwarfing present stocks. 
This inventory, the pressure on uranium resources, and the 
popular opposition to nuclear waste repositories would greatly 
mtensify pressures for commercial plutonium separation and 
the use of such plutonium in nuclear reactors. This would 
further exacerbate economic, environmental, and prolifera
tion problems associated with nuclear power. 

Nuclear technology has been glamorized as "high tech
nology" for decades, and its promotion is part of the Nuclear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty. Western propaganda dates back at 
least to President Eisenhower's December 1953 "Atoms for 
Peace" speech, in which he connected renunciation of nuclear 
weapons to the promotion of nuclear energy. The result of 
these Cold War policies is huge governmental or subsidized 
private establishments in key countries with a vested inter
est in plutonium economies. These bureaucracies continue 
to be politically and financially powerful despite the envi
ronmental, non-proliferation, and economic failures of key 
technologies such as breeder reactors and reprocessing. 

SuitabiUty of Nuclear Technology 
Nuclear power is irrelevant to the needs of the people in a 
great majority of countries of the world, since nuclear reac
tors are too large and too expensive to fit into their electric
ity grids. In those countries where it might conceivably be 
applied, such as India and China, the economic and techno
logical arguments are by far in favor of other technologies, 
such as combined-cycle natural gas fired power plants, and 
of greatly increasing electric grid efficiency and coal-fired 
power plant efficiency. Investments in these technologies can 
produce far more electricity than money put into nuclear 
power reactors. After over four decades of development, only 
3% of India's electric capacity is nuclear. 

Only a few countries have a substantial reliance on 
nuclear power, and these are already heavily industrialized. 
In these countries, as in others, there is much potential to 
increase energy efficiency. This is especially true in the United 
States whlch has the largest number of nuclear power plants 
licensed to operate (106 at latest count). Furthermore, some 
of these countries are reducing reliance on nuclear power, 
not increasing it. Even in France and Japan, the heavy com
mitment to nuclear energy is coming under increasing gov
ernmental and public scrutiny. 

Radioactive Waste 
As discussed above, for nuclear power to contribute sig
nificantly to the reduction of greenhouse gases, thousands 
of new nuclear power plants would be needed. This would 

result in the creation of hundreds of thousands of metric 
tons of spent fuel in addition to existing wastes. There is 
no viable policy for the management of vsed fuel at the 
present time. Nuclear power advocates see the "solution" 
of building a geologic repository as an essential element 
in the revival of nuclear power, at least in the United States. 
This has evoked the counter response of opposition to re
positories until the issue oflong-term management can be 
separated from promotion of nuclear power. Proposals to 
manage the waste through transmutation (changing long
lived radioactive elements into short-lived ones), are not 
viable for several reasons. Transmutation will not only 
require. nuclear reactors of one sort or another; it will re
quire implementation of reprocessing technologies that can 
also be modified for production of weapons-grade mate
rials. Transmutation and reprocessing technologies will 
also create their own waste management problems by gen
erating large new volumes of radioactive waste. Thus, what 
appears at first to be a technical answer to the problem of 
proliferation and waste management is likely to exacer
bate proliferation problems without really solving waste 
management problems. Besides failing to eliminate the 
need for repositories or other disposal strategies, these 
technologies remain very expensive, and would greatly 
increase the cost of nuclear power, which is already 
uncompetitive. 

Phasing Out Nuclear Power 
fn addition to the safety, proliferation, and economic draw
backs cited above, there are a number of reasons why a 
nuclear phase-6ut is necessary to a sustainable, peaceful 
and healthy energy future, including: 

• The presence of large stocks of separated plutonium 
as well as plutonium in used fuel can make rever
sion to a nuclear armed state in times of tension and 
war more likely. 

• The bureaucracies that are most eager to promote 
nuclear power are also the ones that tend to pro
mote nuclear weapons in many countries, includ
ing the present nuclear weapons states. These 
nuclear bureaucracies continue to harbor hopes of a 
plutonium economy despite the technological, en
vironmental, and economic failures of nuclear 
power. This is a continwng incitement to prolifera
tion, declaratory policy notwithstanding. 

• Nuclear power plants can become targets in con
ventional wars, greatly increasing environmental 
and health devastation. 

• Promotion of nuclear power aggravates conflicts, 
instabilities, and uncertainties, especially in the Cen
tral and West Asian regions (including the Persian 
Gulf). The conflict between the United States and 
the European Community, Russia, Malaysia, and 
Iran over Freoch-Gazprom-Malaysian investments 
in Iranian gas is an important example. 

Unless the West, which first glamorized nuclear 
power, renounces it and begins to phase it out, others are 
unlikely to give it up. Nor will the West have a basis to 
deny this technology to others. For example, although Iran 
is in compliance with IAEA inspections and safeguards, 
the U.S. has expressed a great deal of concern about the 
possible proliferation c.onseqoences of its purchase of Rus
sian reactors. This is because the U .S. government sus
pects Iran of having a covert nuclear weapons program. It 
is ironic and instructive that it was the United States whlch 
first encouraged Iran's nuclear ambitions in the 1970s be
fore the 1979 revolution. Wbile a phase-out of nuclear 
power in the West does not guarantee progress on other 
issues or, for that matter, a phase out in all other coun
tries, it is an essential condition for making problems as
sociated with oil, natural gas, and greenhouse gas build
up more manageable. As illustrated above, the problem of 
long-term management of spent fuel also cannot be ad
dressed satisfactorily without a phase-out of nuclear power. 

Nuclear power cannot be phased out immediately or 
without careful planning. Indeed, in a few countries, if all 
the nuclear power reactors were shut off at once, it would 
cause severe disruption or even breakdown of all or por
tions-of the electricity grids. France, Germany, Japan, some 
parts of the former Soviet Union and eastern Europe, and 
portions of the United States are in this position. It will be 
necessary while advocating the phase-out of nuclear power 
to also put forward and implement clear energy polices 
that will address the problem of greenhouse gas emissions 
and the energy needs of a majority of the world's popula
tion. Many viable policies, technologies and suggestions 
have been put forward. 

Arjulf' Mllklri}t1ni is pr~s/dent of the Institute for Environ
mentalllnd Energy R~se11rch in Tllkom11 P11rk, MD tmd co
editor ofNudear Wastelands: A Global Guide to Nuclear 
Weapons Production and its Health and Environmental 
Effects, MJT Press, 2000. The lEER newsletter, Science 
for Democratic Action, is free. See Resources, on p.3. 
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U.S. Not Really for Torture, 
Just Against Banning if 

UNITED NATIONS-- The U.S. tried to block a landmark sec
!ion of the international convention against torture, because, 
tt may allow foreign observers to inspect U.S. jails, prisons 
and the Guantanamo naval base where suspected al-Qaida 
and Taliban fighters are jailed. 

However, a large majority of the UN economic and social 
council (Ecosoc) defeated the U.S. effort to prevent approval 
of the so-called optional protocol. A vote of35 to eight with 
10 .abst~ntio?s, inclu~ing the U.S., adopted the pr~tocol 
whtch aims, 'to estabhsh a system of regular visits under
taken by independent and national bodies to places where 
people are deprived of their liberty, in order to prevent torture 
and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment and punish
ment." The legal convention now moves to the ON General 
Assembly. 

A y.s. amendme.nt would have sabotaged the protocol, 
according to human nghts campaigners, but a U .S. official, 
speaking on condition of anonymity, said, "Some NGOs are 
accusing us of being for torture, but that's fallacious. Can 
you imagine us being for torture?'' 

Why yes, we can: A long list of Central and South Ameri
can torturers were trained by the United States military at the 
U.S. Army School of the America$ (SOA), now located at Ft. 
Benning, Georgia. Both generals convicted July.23 in Florida 
and fined $54 million for the torture of Salvadoran civilians 
were associated with the SOA. ' 

Gen. Jose Guillermo Garcia was Salvadoran Minister of 
Defense and took "counterinsurgency" training at SOA in 
1962. Gen. Carols Eugenio Vides Casanovas, who was Direc
tor General ofNational Guard and later Minister ofDefense, 
was a guest speaker at SOA in 1985 -- even after a UN Truth 
Commission report cited him for ordering the assassination 
of four U.S. church women. 
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ON-GOING 
First Thursday of each month -- Ground Zero 
leafleting at the gates of the Bangor Submarine 
Base! 6 a.m.- 7:30 a.m. Contact: Ground Zero, 
16159 Clear Creek Road NW, Poulsbo, WA 98370; 
(360) 377-2586; Web: www.gzcenter.org; Email: 
info@gzcenter.org 
Irradiation Action Alert - Dairy Queen and 
Wegmans Supermarkets sell irradiated beef. Call 
these companies to express your distaste. Call Dairy 
Queen 1-866-793-7582. Phone: Wegmans Super
markets 1-800-934-6267, ext. 4760. 

SEPTEMBER 
27-29 

War Is Over If You Want It-- Benefit music festival 
& art show •. 15 years of nonviolence, sustainability 
and community at Anathoth Community Farm, home 
ofNukewatch. Contact: Anathoth Community, 740 
Round Lake Rd. Luck, WI 54853; (715) 472-8721 or 
Nukewatch (715) 472-4185. Email: anathoth@ 

2~akeland.ws; Web: airstreamcomm.net/-anathoth/ 

The Weapo~izatio~ of Space. Conference sponsored 
by Peace Action Wtsconsm at Marquette University 
downtown Milwaukee. 8:30a.m- 5:00p.m. Keyno'tes 
by Bruce Gagnon, Loring Wirbel, Joe Gerson, & Alice 
Slater. Contact: Peace Action Wise.; ( 414) 964-5158; 
Email: pamilw@execpc.com 

OCTOBER 
4-11 

Interna~ional Actions -- Keep Space For Peace Week! 
Intemattonal Days of Protest to Stop the Militarization 
of Space. No Missile Defense! No Weapons in Space! 
No Nuclear Rocket! Stop the Bush War on the World! 
Support the Kucinich Space Ban Bill! Keep Space for 
Peace! Fund Human Needs! 

Contact: Global Network Against Weapons & 
Nuclear Power in Space, PO Box 90083, Gainesville, 
FL. 32607; (35) 337-9274. Check their website for ac
tivities near you: http://www.space4peace.org 

5 
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Wisconsin Network for Peace & Justice Utta Annual 
Assembly "A.Future of Hope." Assembly is being 
held at the Senior and Community Center in 
Watertown, Wise. Keynote by Ryan Amundson with 
Families for a Peaceful Tomorrow. Reports from the 
Field, panels and Wisconsin Peacemaker of the Year 
Awards. Contact: WNPJ, 122 State Street Suite 404 
Madison, WI 53703; (608) 250-9240; Web: ' 
mindspring.com/-wnpj; Email: 
wnpj@mindspring.com 

Confront Lockheed Martin, people will be gathering 
at the gates of Lockheed Martin in Eagan, MN to take 
action as part of the "Keep Space for Peace" week of 
national protest. From 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., a presence will 
be maintained at the intersection ofYankee Doodle Road 
and Pilot Knob Rd. Frida Berrigan, a Senior Research 
Associate at the World Policy Institute, will speak at 
12:15 p.m. on Missile Defense. Join us any time through
?ut the day, to confront the largest weapon manufacturer 
m the world and say "No!" to the militarization and 
weaponization of space. For directions, see: 
www.circlevision.org; or call or email Nukewatch 

5-15 . 
Action for Nuclear .Abolition. People's Nuclear 
Abolition Summit in Las Vegas, A Family Spirit Walk 
for Mother Earth from Las Vegas to Peace Camp. 
Commemorating the U.S. moratorium on full-scale 
nuclear testing at the Nevada Test Site. Contact: 
Shundahai Network ofSalt Lake City, (800) 471-4737; 
Web: www.shundahai.org 

NOVEMBER 
15-17 

Close the School of the Americas, Fort Benning, 
Geo~gia. Thousands will converge in Georgia in a 
massive rally and nonviolent direct action to shut it 
down. Contact: SOA Watch, (202) 234-3440; Web: 
www.soaw.org 

Faslane Peace Camp: 
20 Years Of Resistance To The Bomb 

By Amanda McDonald & Alex Cochrane hope for humanity. It helps us find comfort in a pot of lentil 
On June 12, 19~2, fourteen mem~ ofDumbarton Campaign soup. and laugh at the mold growing on everything we own. 
for Nuclear Dtsarmament established a camp at Faslane on . N~nviolent direct action is every peace camper's best 
Gaerloch, 30 miles west of Glasgow, Scotland. They marched ~ddictlon. Protest~rs cut the 14-foot fence to gain entry, swim 
to .~e ~ase and set up for a two-week camp to oppose British toto the base to pamt submarines, climb cranes to unfurl ban
!flihtari~m that .was .spiraling dangerously out of control. The ners, block roads to stop missile convoys, vigil, lock -on to
mternattonal situation motivated other activists to support gether and weave mes~ages through the fence spreading 
the camp in becoming permanent. beauty~here ever the brutality of the military machine spreads. 

The Faslane Nuclear Base is home to the Royal navy's We momtor the movements of the four trident submarines as 
fo~ Trident submarines -- the HMS Vanguard, Victorious, they go to sea and return to port. Sometimes we meet the 
Vigllant and Vengeance. (No Vainglorious?) Each Trident subs in kayaks. The direct actions we do often result in ar
can carry 16 missiles, each with eight warheads. One Trident rests -- and a day in court to contest Trident. 
has fir~power 1,000 times that of the Hiroshima bomb. . Campers volunteer with the Scottish Campaign for Nuclear 

Like U.S. submarines, British Tridents receive messages Dtsarmament (SCND). Together we staffinfo stalls and non-
from the ELF system operated in the U.S·. vio~e~t direct action workshops. Trident Ploughshares (TP) 

Around the base, three miles of reinforced metal fence is acttvtsts and campers do dozens of actions together. And 
topped with rolls of razor wire connected to electronic sen- ca~pers .involve themselves in a variety of commu)lity 
sors. Every 50 meters along the perimeter, surveillance cam- proJ.ects like demonstrating against Scotland's Refugee De
eras search endlessly for "piper charlies" __ the Ministry of !e?tion Center -- where men, women and children are unjustly 
Defense's (MOD) name for activists. Behind the fence are six Jaded-- and organizing road building protests to slow or pre-
rolls of razor wire, guard dogs and patrolling armed police. vent creeping government and corporate destruction. 

Next to Faslane is Coulport on Loch Long, where Trident's Taxpayers in Britain pay £1.5 billion fQr Trident every 
nuclear warheads are rearmed after being delivered from year .. The majority think it would be better spent on schools, 
Aldermaston in England. (See "Britain Plans • Antiterrorist' hospttals, community facilities, debt relief, etc. Opinion polls 
H-bombs and Successor to Trident Warheads," p. 3) Faslane show 70-80% want Trident removed from Scotland; 51% of 
and Coulport employ 10,000 civilian workers. ~~po~dents said nonviolent direct action (breaking the law!) 

.Faslane Pea~e ~amp is on land owned by Strathclyde ts JUStified to shut down Britain's Trident system. 
Regtonal Counctl wtth a Nuclear-Free policy. A lease was . Political groups in opposition to the massive waste of 
agreed for £1.00 a month. Internationally, the camp has be- Tridentincl';ldethe~c~ttishNationaiParty(SNP),GreenParty 
come both a symbol and a model of nonviolent civil resis- (GP), Scottish Soctahst Party (SSP), Scottish Trade Union 
tance to illegitimate authority. Congress (STUC), the Church of Scotland and various faith-

Li~e. at the camp has been one of our greatest lessons in based and secular grassroots organizations. 
the restlumce of the human spirit. The camp has a bicycle Mi.strust of mili~ spending has brought people to
generator, 12 old caravans, two vans, a converted bus, tern- gether m mass opposttlon to Trident at Faslane. Since Feb. 
porary structures called benders, made of bent willow and 12, 2000 there have been five Big Blockades. Faslane Peace 
tarps, a tree house, a wind generator, a teepee a communal Camp, !P• CND, Quakers, church groups, SSP, GP, SNP, STUC, 
building and other temporary sheds. A hot ~ater boiler __ Buddhist nuns, mothers and babies, and even British and 
fired by wood found on MOD land-- is hooked up to the main European MPs face arrest blockading the base together. Thou
stove and provides hot running water to the kitchen and sands of people have been arrested and fought their cases in 
bathroom. There's a compost loo named Tony (Biair) and a court. The next Big Blockade will be in April2003. Join us! 
wheelchair accessible flush toilet called Marge (Thatcher). There is always a space for you at Faslane Peace Camp. 

In 1996, the Strathclyde Council was abolished and re- The peac~ camp is not just opposite the military base -- it's 
placed with the Argyll and Bute Council. They took a pro- the opposite of the base; an affirmation of life in the face of 
nuclear stance and have been threatening to evict the camp. the machinery of death. 

. ~e campers ~wered this threat by digging tunnels, To protest eviction write: Argyll & Bute Council Kilmor. 
butldmg a fort that nses 20 feet high and constructing brightly Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8RT, Scotland ' ' 
colored lock-on barrels. We plan to use our bodies to protect Letten of support can be sent to: 
the peace camp because it is more than our home, it's our <faslanepeacecamp@hotmail.com> Faslane Peace Camp 

Shandon NR, Helensburgh, G84 8NT, Scotland ' 
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:Ihlet price: $20 
Chil<hen ttee 

A<lvance<l tickets on sale now 

S,.eclaf W eele.nd £vent: 
OPENING RECEPTION 

11Two Years Behind" 
Art by Bonnie Urfer 

Photography by 
John LaForge 

Friday September 27 
4:00p.m. 

WPTOAIUTfKTT'({ 

War i& Ovtr if You W t t~~~o '6 -Jl Music festivalqnd be li~~ ~~ 1. 
15 yeCltS of nonvtolence, sustarnabrlity an<t cor . ufi!Jv t 

0 
r.. • 

Anqthoth Community I ~ :] 1 

Sttblftmhtr · .~ ; ~ .. ~ 
21~28 & 2q j. 

0 

' 

Fe tu re Performei"S I ·.-=J 
WookieFoot 
Robin ADders 
DevonEvans 
Steve Jacobs 
The Bre'edens 
Sara Thomsen 
Voices 
RacheiRies 
Cheney & MiJls 

Mile to Msrs Dynamic Dan & 
Eric Schubring the Master Plan 
Kevin McMullin Karen Lyu & 
Floydian Slip Global Jazz 
Tangled Web Scotty G & the 
Manfred & Steve's Soulsonic 

Peace Boogie Revolutionary 
Juizy Blaxl Orchestra 

Shake-Up 
--

Friday~ 

Friday e' 

Salw'da) 
~ 
Sunday: 
oftbefaJ 
ooaviole 

Free 
commu1 

t o Smoking, No Glass in Stage Area 

Weekend Schedule 
lemoon: Art Show opening, -4:00 p.m. 

ng: Bonfire, opcll. mi~ - storytelling. poetry, mllli<; drum circle 
Main • concert Sf&zting at 10 a.m, food and 

art show, hiking trl.i1.t, voiJeybeiJ 
IDring Wubcl ~ng oo the "Pennaaon ~ sopport fer war-ligblin& • toun 

Lia Amman speaking about the Waroolr~q,jl(:tNelloo-Pallmq"Uon 
~-slralegizi~and Ol'&lllizins-oon ill tbe alltmoon. 

admiasion to fum for campi113, drum circle, 
louts, volleyball and art show. 

Anathoth is an intentional commuoiJy focwed oo ruminability, 
pea«, justice and aocial chall8e. Tltc farm etiCOIIIpu!U 57 aem 
of forest and fidds, a h~ Of8111ic garden 1: passive solar hC~~~aU. ('} r-0d ~,-{::-J~ 

r.~~_.a, &MO... 

VOI:.l:JNll~RS NE~D~D! 
free Adnlulon and ,.,.lw 
ttrease call 1f yow can IIJ,. 

For more Information about 
Anathoth or the 15th al)nlverwy 

music & fun4ralslng testlval; 
Call: (715) 472-8721 or (715) 4n-4185. 

, __ l.od ., 

~\ii+--u G ~ 

For tickets sen4 check or money or4er to: 740 Roun4 
Lake 11.4. Luck, Wl 54853. 

Email: anathoth@lakdancl.ws or nu~tch@lakelarn!.ws 
WEB: airst~mcomm.net/-anathoth/ 


	0 copy
	1 copy
	2 copy
	3
	4 copy
	5
	6 copy
	7
	8 copy

