
Pentagon Eye$ Control of Outer $pace sn ..... Trlu•t St•tt••••• 
MADISON, Wisc.-Bonnie 
Urfcr and Michael Sprong were 
sentenced in US District Court 
May 4 to nearly the minimum 
recommended under federal 
guidelines. Both are now in prison. 

By Dan Miaer-Nordstrom 

WASHINGTON-Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld has 
announced Pentagon plans to reorganize space weapons and 
intelligence programs under the supervision of the Air Force. The 
plan has been lambasted by Russia and China, and most NATO 
and European Union countries, for threatening the 1972 ABM 
Treaty. President Bush has said that he is willing to scrap 
the treaty by building a "national missile defense" 
(NMD) system. But Russia has said it may put all 
other disarmament talks on hold if the 
treaty is abandoned by the US, and the M!liD 

plan is dependent on European >%1\\I~~.G 
I f . tll'i .) cooperation in the p acement o g1ant s~~rc;.se. 

r.adars. ~ 

spending over the past 
several years, and have 
already racked up long
term missile defense 
contracts in excess of 
$20 billion." 

Signaling to 
weapons 
contractors 

Article, page 4. 

an endless supply of tax money, Rumsfeld said on 
Meet the Press May 6, "Some of the things will work, 

some won' t and what we'll do is ·Stop the things that 
won't and move forward on the things that will." In 

The New York Times, Gait Collins translated: "If 
something fails, you put out yet another contract, and 
all the people who were happy before get even 
happier." 

Bush's vision of NMD is 
being called a layered system and 
is much more expensive than 
Clinton's proposed $60 billion 
Ballistic Missile Defense system. 
Bush's plan ups the price tag to 
between $120 and $240 billion 
over the next 20 years. 
C urrently space programs 

After developing projects called Nautilus and Tactical High 
Energy Laser (THEL) with Israel, the US is currently 

developing technologies essential for a Space 
Based Laser system, or SBL. Nicknamed the 

'i!.:..~~~~~;r~.v><l "Death Star," the program is well underway, led 

represent about $8 billion of the Pentagon's $320 billion annual 
budget, not including an estimated $30 billion spent in the budget 
on space surveillance (the actual amount is kept secret). 

White House ties to missile defense contractors run deep. 
Vice-president Cbeney recently stepped down from the board of 
weapons giant TRW (Thompson-Ramo Woodbridge). His wife 
Lynne was on the board ofLockheed Martin, but has also resigned. 
Bush has appointed Stephen Hadley, a former partner in Shea & 
Gardner-tbe Washington law firm that represents Lockheed 
Martin-to sell his missile defense program to the world. In 1991 
Hadley, then assistant secretary of defense, presented a $32 billion 
missile defense plan called Global Protection Against Limited 
Strikes, or GPALS. Cheney was then the defense secretary. 

The plan never took off, even though billions have already 
been funneled to the Big Four missile defense contractors
Boeing, Lockheed Martin, Raytheon, and TRW- in the name of 
research and development. According to an April 30, 200 I, article 
by William Hartung of the World Policy Institute, "These firms 
have received nearly two-thirds of all missile defense R&D 

by $4.1 billion in development funds, and is set 
to be put into orbit by 2012. " We' ve just turned science fiction 
into reality," said Lt. Gen. John Costello, head of the Army Space 
& Missile Defense Command, of the first successful [THEL] test. 

Publications issued by US Space Command in Colorado 
Springs indicate that the US is committed to developing a space 
warfare program regardless ofinternational treaties that prohibit 
them. G1itzy pamphlets and a website under the rubric of the Space 
Command's Vision for 2020 define its mission as, "dominating 
the space dimension of military operations to protect US interests 
and investment. Integrating Space Forces into warfighting 
capabilities across the full spectrum of conflict." 

Sen. Bob Smith (R-N.H.) has been waiting for his chance to 
push for a space weapons program for years. Now he's been 
chosen to help lead reorganization of space defense programs 
within the Pentagon. Claiming hostile nations with weapons such 
as lasers, anti-satellite weapons, an.!,.eJ~.<?.!.!l~netic pulse 

weapons are currently ";nspa ' , . t~l 
working with the secretary o e~(~ ". ~b.a v .h~v 
the capability in space to deal · s :-Y--~~ 
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Waste, Lies, and Nuclear Madness 
Reckless Attempts to Resuscitate Atomic Energy 

No time to revive reactor construction: 

ShutBng Down Reactors Improves Health 
Just before the new Bush administration announced plans for 50 
new nuclear power reactors, Jay M. Gould-ofRadiation and Pub
lic Health Project in New York-writes this update to the revelation 
that closing the Rancho Seco reactor in 1990 resulted in an enor
mous improvement in infant mortality and childhood cancer. 

By Harvey Wassel'DUln 

California's deregulatory meltdown will likely cost its 
ratepayers some $60 billion, for which they will get virtually 
nothing in return. 

The economic and ecological shock waves of this trag
edy will reverberate for decades. But for pure psychotic fan
tasy, none can exceed its use as a pretext to build more nuclear 
power plants. 

For weeks now the corporate media has filled the air 
waves with its "too cheap to meter" bombast. Pompous talk 
show blowhards have spun reactors as an "overlooked" oasis 
of energy. Most recently, the right-wing Weekly Standard has 
carried a massive, profoundly inaccurate tome on the alleged 
need for a nuclear revival. 

But lets look at some practical realities. 

To begin with, the crisis in California was actually caused by 
atomic power. The deregulatory impulse first came from big 
industrial users and gas companies who meant to undercut 
the state's utilities, which couldn't compete because of their 
huge reactor investments. 

The utilities countered by whining to a bought state leg
islature that their reactors required a bail out. So deregula
tion came with $28.5 billion in .. stranded costs" tagged on for 
those bum nukes. Thus far more than $20 billion has been 
taken from ratepayers and bagged off to parent corporations. 

And now, those nukes have suddenly become .. economic" 
in the eyes of the same media that supported their being bailed 
out. But that very media somehow missed the Feb. 3 fire that 
knocked out San Onofte Unit Three, near Los Angeles, caus
ing untold millions in damage. A full report is due one of 
these days from the NRC, from which we may or may not 
learn what actually happened. We do know that in an instant, 
fully a quarter of the state's reactor capacity disappeared, 
bringing down the capacity to power more than a million 
homes. 

As we saw at Three Mile Island and Chernobyl, no other 
technology can do so much damage so instantaneously. 

The peen community bitterly opposed reactors at both 
San Onofte and Diablo Canyon, demanctina the billions spent 
there be used instead for solar power, wind, efficiency and 
conservation. Had their advice been followed, California would 
now be energy self-sufficient. 

Indeed, as early as 1952, the Truman 
Administration's Paley Commission asked the 
US to build itself a solar future, predicting 1 S 
million sun-heated homes by 1975. But Dwight 
Eisenhower's "Atoms for Peace" program in
tervened the next year. More than a trillion dol
lars has since been squandered on atomic power, 
for which we now receive a paltry 200/o of our 
electricity. 

In the late 1970s the safe energy movement 
again pushed for massive investments in 
renewables and efficiency. This time the Reagan 
Administration sent a booming wind and solar 
industry packing to Denmark, Germany, Japan 
and Israel. 

.. (Joseph] Mangano has now found that mortality rates for all 
age groups in these areas have, since 1989, improved for all diseases 
lnediated by the immune response, so that San Francisco, for ex
ample (only 70 miles from Rancho Seco ), had in 1998 the lowest 
age-adjusted mortality rate of any large US county, with extraordi
nary declines since 1990 in all cancers, including breast and pros
trate, and in all infectious diseases. Even AIDS death rates in San 
Francisco in 1998 had declined to the level of 1979. 

At 2.5 cents/kilowatt-hour, wind is now the 
cheapest and fastest-to-build form of new elec
tric power generation, with capacity growing 
worldwide at 25%/year. In 2000, Germany 
alone installed some 1300 megawatts--more 
than what's generated by any single US nuke. 

" ... Mangano may soon be able to offer clinical as well as epide
miological proof of the benefits of closing reactors. As national co
ordinator of our Tooth Fairy Project, which has been fmding omi
nously high levels ofbone-seeking radioactive strontium-90 (Sr-90) 
in the baby teeth of about 2,000 children born in recent years that 
could not be the result of past superpower above-ground nuclear 
bomb tests, he may soon be able to ascertain the change, if any, in 
the ratios of Sr-90 to calcium in the baby teeth of children born 
before and after nuclear reactor closings. 

Between the Rockies and the Mississippi, 
as well as offshore and in hundreds of eastern 
locations, the US has more than enough wind 
potential to generate its entire electrical supply 
more cheaply and more quickly than any other 
source. Photovoltaic cells, which convert sun
light directly to electricity, are more expensive. 
But with a large-scale industrial infrastructure, 

"[Everyone) can give us invaluable support by collecting baby 
teeth from anyone born in recent years or even from baby boomers 
born as far back as the bomb test years of the 1950s, for we have 
found that they have the same incredibly high levels, after correction 
for the 29-year half-life ofSr-90, that prompted President Kennedy 
to terminate such above-ground tests in 1963. Please visit our website, 
or call toll-free for envelopes for baby teeth." (See Resources.) 
-Radiation and Public Health Project; The Nation, March 26,2001. 

they offer the secure promise of clean energy independence. 
And increased efficiency-we still waste half of what we 
bum-can save energy far more cheaply than we can gener
ate it with any new source. 

But in the face of all that, the hugely financed nuclear 
power industry persists. 

So let's look at some practical realities. Building any new 
nuke anywhere in the United States would take a minimum of 
five years. Even with a site approved tomorrow, and zero 
public opposition, the physical act of getting a new reactor 
on line could in fact take up to a decade. 

In the interimt wind power will even further outstrip 
atomic power. Photovoltaics will also pull way ahead. 

Strangely, much of the nuclear hype has been on a new 
technology called "Pebble Bed Reactors." The rhetoric is fa

miliar: inherently safe, too 
cheap to meter, no environ
mental impact. But no such 
operating reactors exist today. 
There was one pebble bed pro
totype in Germany. It's now 
shut. Another may be built in 
South Africa, but that will take 
five years. 

The much-vaunted 
"breeder" technology, meant 
to produce more fuel than it 
used, is a certified failure, with 
dead reactors in France, Ger
many and Japan standing as 
mute (but radioactive) testi-
mony. 

Meanwhile, some 500 less exotic "light water'' .reactors 
have been built worldwide since the 1950s. By downplaying 
the technology on which it's relied for a half-century in favor 
of an untested new design, what is the industry trying to tell 
us? 

Right now it's boastina about alleged low operating costs 
and high efficiencies. But with utility deregulation has come 
the abandonment of nuclear safety standards. The Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission exists only as a rubber stamp for li
cense extensions on decaying nukes that cry out for retile
ment. W"rth official approval, staff and maintenance are beina 
slashed. 

TOday's reactor industry is a runaway train. flying down 
a steep incline with no brakes, setting speed records alona the 
way, but headed for a predictable end. 

Yet even without factoring in unknown future costs for 
radioactive waste management, health impacts and the inevi
table meltdowns, increased efficiency and conservation are 
cheaper. So is wind power. And photovoltaics will join them 
long before the first "new generation" reactor can come on 
line, no matter which breed of this failed technology gets the 
nod. 

A combination of these renewables and efficiencies would 
allow communities and individual homes and businesses to 
control their own power supply, independent of the oil, gas 
and utility companies. Which is the real reason for this nuclear 
diversion, just as it was fifty years ago. 

Haney Wasserman is authorojThe Last Energy War: 
The Battle Over Utility Deregulation (Seven Stories Press), 
and is a senior advisor to Greenpeace USA and the Nuclear 
Information & Resource Service (NIRS). 

Global Coalition Against War in Space Making Impact 
By Kathy Anderson 

HUNTSVILLE, AlabamaONational Missile Defense (NMD), 
a high-cost, non-functioning weapon system, has been get
ting the hard sell from the Bush Administration. It is vital, 
they say, to protect us from an attack by North Korea, that 
poor, small, starving, "rogue" nation. Feeding the big corpo
rations is one reason for NMD, but a second, more danger
ous one may be keeping press and public attention directed 
away from the Pentagon's long-term, broad-range plan for 
offensive space warfare capability. 

The Global Network Against Weapons and Nuclear 
Power in Space sponsored a conference and protest ill March 
here, where Redstone Arsenal works on some of the diaboli
cal high-tech weapons which the corporate/government/mili
tary complex is developing. 

US Space Command, the Pentagon's arm for designing 
and deploying the space arsenal, calls itself by the slogan, 
"Master of Space." Former Space Command Chief Gen. Jo
seph Ashy described its mission saying, " ... We're going to 
fight in space. We're going to fight from space, and we're 
going to fight into space." He went on, "We will engage ter
restrial targets someday -ships, airplanes, land targets-from 
space. We will engage targets in space, from space." 

A US Air Force report, ''New World Vistas, Air and 
Space Power for the 21• Century," anticipates that, "In the 
next two decades new technologies will allow the fielding of 
space-based weapons of devastating effectiveness to be used 
to deliver energy and mass as force projection in tactical and 
strategic conflict." It describes three space weapons options: 

1) Large lightweight antennas which will throw electro
magnetic beams at targets, incapacitating electronic systems. 

2) High energy laser weapons, requiring nuclear power, 
able to "effect very many kills compared to current concepts." 

3) Precision-guided, extremely accurate delivery oflong 
projectiles, delivered at hypersonic speeds, able to penetrate 
underground bunkers. 

Military planners are frank about the purpose of global 
domination from space. The gap between "have" and "have
not" nations will grow, they say. No resistance permitted. In 
1997, Keith Hall, a Clinton administration functionary said, 
"With regard to space dominance, we have it, we like it, and 
we're going to keep it." 

The international community, even European allies, are 
generally opposed to US plans for space wars. France, Ger
many and Canada have all warned that NMD may start a new 
arms race. During Secretary of State Colin Powell's May 29 
trip to Europe, "He could not even convince [NATO govern-

ments] that a threat of a missile attack against their countries 
actually exists," The New York Times reported. 

Bruce Gagnon, coordinator of the Global Network, 
warned at the conference, "We have this one chance, this one 
moment in history, to stop the weaponization of space." 

To learn more about NMD and future actions contact the 
Global Network. (See Resources, p. 3.) 

Kathy Anderson is a peace activist in Duluth, Minn. 

Pentagon Eye$ Control of $pace 
Continued from cover 

Rep. Mac Thornberry (R-TX) and a host of retired and 
active Air Force officials will be a part of the "reorganization." 
Secretary Rumsfeld earlier headed a commission that was used 
to counteract a 1995 CIA fmding that the US was safe from 
missile attacks launched by "rogue states." The commission 
was stacked with representatives from eight companies 
working on space technology and missile defense programs. 

Any attempt to militarize space violates the Outer Space 
Treaty, which reserves the use of outer space for peaceful 
purposes. A recent UN resolution demanding "Prevention of 
an Arms Race in Outer Space" passed, 163 to OD - over 
abstentions by the United States, Israel and Micronesia. 



Food lrradiators Seek Deregulation; 
Violate Labeling Laws 

Food Irradiation Dose Limit May be Eliminated; 
Health Regulations Dumped 

By Noel Petrie 

WASHINGTON-A proposed international food irradiation 
standard winding its way through. legal channels in Europe 
could jeopardize the quality and safety of food sold to US 
consumers. 

Under an international plan endorsed March 16, virtually 
every assurance of good quality and safe processing would 
disappear. The plan would also remove the international dose 
limit for food irradiation. 

[This threat of deregulation is important for ion-beam 
irradiators like the "SureBeam" machines sold by Titan Corp. 
of San Diego for use in Minnesota, Iowa and lliinois. Particle 
accelerators have been shown to activate trace minerals in 
food causing radioactive contamination and a handling haz
ard for up to a week-when electron doses of24 megavolts 
(m V) were used. Titan officials said last November that they 
will use no more than 10 m V of electron acceleration.] 

The proposal was endorsed in The Hague, Netherlands, 
by the Codex Committee on Food Additives and Contami
nants (CCFAC), which advises the Codex Alimintarius ("Food 
Code'') Commission. Codex sets global food safety standards 
for more than 160 nations under the auspices of the UN and 
the World Health Organization. 

The proposal would amend Codex's 22-year-old food ir
radiation standard by stating that food companies "should" 
rather than "shall" comply with the standards. 

Under the plan, irradiated food would no longer have to 
be "of suitable quality,'' in "acceptable hygienic condition," 

or "handled ... according to good manufacturing practices." 
Additionally, food irradiation facilities would no longer have 
to comply with "safety" and "good hygiene practices," or be 
staffed by "adequate, trained and competent personnel." Nor 
would they have to be licensed or inspected by government 
officials, or maintain certain records on radioactive activities. 

The changes could place many US food and nuclear safety 
regulations at risk, among them Department of Agriculture 
rules requiring beef, pork and poultry products to meet cer
tain quality standards, and USDA and Food and Drug Ad
ministration rules requiring food to be processed under hy
gienic conditions. Food irradiation would no longer have to 
be carried out "commensurate with ... technological and public 
health purposes" or conducted "in accordance with good ra
diation processing practice." 

"This proposal confirms that irradiation will be used to 
mask filthy slaughtering and food processing practices," said 
Wenonah Houter, director of the Critical Mass Energy and 
Environment Program at Public Citizen. "These antiquated 
ideas set back food safety more than 100 years ... It is an out
rage." 

CCFAC has also suggested eliminating the current Co
dex irradiation dose limit of 10 kiloGray which is the equiva
lent of330 million chest X-rays. 

In The Hague, the German delegation objected to the 
CCFAC proposal, which will be debated by the full Codex 
Commission July 2-7,2001, in Geneva. 

Noel Petrie is on the staff of Public Citizen~ Critical 
MIISs Energy & Environmental Progrtun. 

Consumer Group Urges Recall of Mislabeled Meat 
WASHINGTON-In letters sent to the US Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) and the US Department of Agriculture's 
Food Safety and Inspection Service, Public Citizen requested 
that the agencies contact Huisken Meats ofSioux Falls, S.D., 
to initiate a recall of all of irradiated meat patties which are 
improperly labeled. 

Under current food labeling regulations, the packaging 
for foods that have been irradiated must display the interna
tional symbol for irradiation, called the radura, accompanied 
with the phrase "treated by irradiation" or ''treated with irra
diation." The Huisken packages display the phrase "irradi
ated for food safety,'' which is clearly not permitted by cur
rent regulations. 

"The food irradiation industry has been pushing the en
velope of current labeling regulations,'' said Wenonah Hauter, 
director of Public Citizen's Critical Mass Energy and Envi
ronment Program. "The industry has been working very hard 
in recent years to undermine the labeling requirements for 
irradiated foods. They want to call the process by such eu
phemisms as 'cold pasteurization' and 'electronic 
pasteurization'-terms designed to mislead consumers. We 
have been compelled to challenge advertising that has used 
these misleading tenns. Now we have an example of a com
pany that is being so brazen as to violate the labeling regula-

tions on the packaging itself. Huisken Meats has been the 
primary culprit in all of these deceptive schemes. Both the 
FDA and the USDA should put an end to this." 

In recent actions, Public Citizen filed complaints with both' 
the FDA and the Federal Trade Commission against Huisken 
Meats, Inc. of Chandler, Minn., for deceptive advertising on 
its web site, and against Omaha Steaks for not informing con
sumers in its catalog that its meat patties were irradiated. 

The false advertizing complaint against Huisken, which 
intends to open an irradiator in Sauk Rapids, Minn., points 
out that its web site says its ground beef products have been 
"electronically pasteurized" instead of irradiated. "These com
panies know full well that most Americans do not want to eat 
food that's been exposed to huge doses ofionizing radiation. 
That's why they are twisting their advertising messages,'' 
Hauter said. 

"We strongly believe that the jury is still out on whether 
irradiated foods are really safe to eat," Hauter said. "There 
have been some recent studies conducted by German scien
tists that pointed to some alarming findings when chemicals 
fonned after food is irradiated were fed to laboratory ani
mals. These studies showed that genetic damage could be a 
side effect of eating irradiated foods. This runs counter to 
Huisken's editorial on its package labeling." -JL 

Irradiation Shell Game Coming to Schaumburg, IL 
CHICAGO-Ion Beam Applications (ffiA) of Memphis, 
Tenn., plans to set up meat irradiation operations in 
Schaumburg, Ill., a near northwest suburb of Chicago, over 
the objections of several food safety groups. 

ffiA recently purchased "SteriGenics" (formerly Radia
tion Sterilizers Inc. RSI), which caused the messy irradiation 
accident in the Atlanta suburb ofDecatur, Ga., that contami
nated workers, factory grounds and equipment with deadly 
cesium-137. The June 6, 1988 cesium leak has been called 
"the Three Mile Island of irradiation." But unlike the TMI 
disaster, the Decatur leak didn't bring an end to the spread of 
irradiation plans. 

After the Decatur scandal, RSI changed its name to 
"SteriGenics" and somehow managed to retain its federal 
Radioactive Materials License, which is set to expire June 

l--Nukewatch Pathfinder 

2002. Now, SteriGenics has changed its name, and has been 
subsumed within m A, and, well ... you get the drift. 

ffiA has been granted a license to handle up to 15 million 
curies of cesium-137 for deep penetration irradiation. The 
deadly cesium may come to Schaumburg if cobalt gets scarce. 

The cobalt is shipped from Canada to the Schaumburg 
factory in 15,000-pound casks made oflead. Food Process
Ing magazine reports that the pencil-thin rods of cobalt-60, 
held in racks holding hundreds of rods, are kept in 23 feet of 
water when not in use in the irradiator, "to prevent radiation 
from emitting" (sic). This is the same sort of cooling pool 
storage system that failed in Decatur, Ga. 

Ironically, 1 5 million curies is the amount of radioactive 
gas and fallout estimated to have been vented from Three 
Miles Island during its partial melt down of March 28, 1979. 

-JL 

Brands to Boycott 
The following are brand names of beef and 
chicken products whose companies are sell
ing irradiated food. If you buy meat and see 
these brands·on the shelves of your local gro
cery, check for the label "Treated by (or with) 
Irradiation" and the flowery "Radura" symbol 
(above). The labeling will be very small. Tell 
the store managers you will not buy it. 
~ Colorado Boxed Beef: ''New Generation" 
~ Huisken Meats: "Huisken Beef Patties," 

"RG's Beef Patties" 
~ Emmpak Foods: "Our Own Kitchen" 
~ Excel: "Fairview Farms" 
If you get your meat delivered to your 

home, ask the driver if the food is irradiated. 
If it is, refuse to take it and cancel your sub
scription noting that you will no longer pur
chase the company's products until they stop 
irradiating. 
Home Deliveries Serving Irradiated Food: 
~ Omaha Steaks: All ground beef items 
~ Sehwan's: "Quarter Pound BeefBurgers," 

"Thick& Juicy BeefBurgers," "Cracked Pep
percorn BeefBurgers," "Ground Chuck Beef 
Burgers," "Introductory Sampler" (includes 11 
4 pound beefburgers) 

~ Hawaii Pride: (Fresh fruit that may ap
pear in the produce section): Papaya, rambu
tan, star fruit, lychee and atemoya. 

Read more: "Food Irradiation, An Activist Primer," 
from Food & Water, Inc.; "A Citizen~ Guide to 
Fighting Food Irradilltion," by Public Citizen. See 
Resources, p. 3. 

Irradiation's Dirty Record 
Besides the escapades of Radiation Sterilizers ... the NRC has 
documented dozens of nuclear accidents, overexposures, and 
managerial frauds at the 40-plus facilities that currently exist 
in the US. 

The following is just a sampling of the irradiation 
industry's abysmal safety record: 

1976 (New Jersey) -A cobalt-60 leak at an lsomedix facil
ity led to the radioactive contamination of the water in the 
facility's "source pool." Employees illegally disposed of the 
radioactive water in the facility's toilet. Years later, during a 
complete plant decontamination, the source pool, toilet, and 
toilet pipe were found to be radioactive.lsomedix is the same 
corporation that successfully submitted the beef irradiation 
petition last year [1997]. 

1979 (Hawaii) - A cobalt-60 irradiation facility operated 
jointly by the Atomic Energy Commission and the Hawaii 
Department of Agriculture was found to have radioactive con
tamination throughout the facility and outside on the roof, 
downspouts, and the front lawn. 

1986 (New Jersey)-Eugene O'Sullivan, Vice President of 
International Neutronics, is convicted of four counts of fraud 
and conspiracy against the NRC in connection with a cobalt-
60 leak and his attempts to cover it up. 

1986 (N~ Jersey)- A "site characterization" survey con
ducted by the State of New Jersey reveals the presence of 
buried radioactive materials at a Radiation Technology, Inc. 
facility in Rockaway. The site is classified as one of New 
Jersey's "SO most contaminated sites." 

1993 (Maryland)-A judge rules that the Dickerson-based 
Neutron Products is liable for 5,800 Maryland Dept. of the 
Environment violations, including several instances of elevated 
radiation levels on property adjacent to its cobalt-60 opera
tions worker overexposures, and improper storage of radio
active waste. -Food & Water Journal, Spring 1998. 

Summer, 2001 



c • s 
Chernobyl Explosion Still Smoking; 

Concrete Cover May Collapse 

K.IEV, Ukraine-Fifteen years after the world's worst single 
radiation disaster, the hastily-built and leaky concrete sar
cophagus covering the number four reactor at Chemobyl is 
dangerously close to collapsing, and a director of security 
services at the site was fired after giving an interview to the 
German weekly magazine Focus. Valentine Kupny told the 
reporter, "The covering around the reactor could collapse at 
any moment. The sarcophagus is so porous that radioactivity 
escapes every day. We don't even bave the ability to measure 
the amount." 

Kupny said, "If we could see the radioactivity, there would 
be a cloud ()f smoke above the sarcophagus." A Chemobyl 
site official said Kupny had been sacked in March for ''viola
tion of duty." -The Currier-Mail, London, Aprill4, 2001. 

Chernobyl Fallout Causing Human Mutatioas 

HAIFA, Israel-"Fifteen years after the world's worst ever 
nuclear accident, Israeli and Ukranian researchers bave re
ported tbat new evidence of genetic damage from the 
Chemobyl disaster has been discovered. Mutations in chil
dren born to victims who were subjected to high levels of 
exposure to radiation following the Chemobyl accident were 
said to be 6000.4 higher than in offspring whose parents were 
not exposed to radiation. Scientists from the University of 
Haifa fingerprinted the DNA of children born to the so-called 
'liquidators, '-who were the first workers to go into the nuclear 
facility after the reactor exploded. Members of the cleanup 
(sic] teams whose offspring were studied included the facility's 
own operators, firefighters and military personnel. The re
searchers said their findings mean that a significant segment 
of the world's population working in places where even low
level radiation is present are exposing their unborn children 
to increased risk." 

In 1996, the journal Nature reported likewise: that 
gennline mutations (changes in DNA in sperm and eggs) had 
been inherited by the children of people exposed to the fall
out from Chemobyl. The children studied had twice the nor
mal rate of the mutations, which are then passed on from gen
eration to generation. -Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, May 14, 
2001; New York 1imes, April25, 1996. 

Expanding Radiation Exposure I 
WASHINGTON, DC-Faced with the practical impossibility 
of containing radioactive waste within its planned underground 
waste dump inside Yucca Mountain, Nevada, (see the Wmter 
00-01 Pathfinder), the DOE and the NRC want to eliminate 
groundwater protection standards at the site and increase the 
"acceptable" limit for individual radiation exposure from 15 
millirems to 25 millirems peryem·. The EPA is required to set 
radiation exposure standards for the proposed dump and is 
under pressure from radioactive waste producers to further 
weaken the dump's radiation exposure rules. The proposed 
deregulation is said to apply only to the Yucca Mountain site, 
but its approval would set a dangerous precedent. 

The DOE and NRC have refused to consider the recom
mendation of watchdog organizations-that they build moni
tored, retrievable and aboveground waste storage sites. This 
alternative would allow for inspection and repair of waste 
cask leakage and protect groundwater supplies. Accessible 
storage would also allow for employment of improved con
tainment designs. 

Inadequate waste canister construction, rapid water 
movement through the caverns being dug into Yucca Mt., 
and frequent seismic activity-even the danger of a sponta
neous explosion of the irradiated fuel rods-are some of the 
technical hurdles that bave prevented approval of the dump 
so far. Still, the DOE is expected this year to recommend final 
approval, which may hinge on whether EPA adopts the DOE's 
and NRC's artificially weak standards. 
-Citizen Alert, March 12, 2001; Shundahai Network. 

Expandiag Radiation Exposure 11 

WASHINGTON, DC-The US Transportation Department 
has adopted new international "regulations" recommended by 
the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), that include 
new exemptions of radioactive materials and wastes from la
beling and regulation. The new rules amend the Hazardous 
Materials Regulations that cover international shipments of 
radioactive and hazardous materials. 

The radioactive materials could end up unlabeled in un
restricted commerce, raw materials and consumer goods. The 
DOT and the NRC moved to adopt the same exemptions for 
shipments within the US this spring. The exemptions are be
ing promoted-even as international radiation protection agen
cies are proposing stricter standards for exposure to very low 
levels of radiation-under the guise of "harmonization" by 
the IAEA, whose mandate is the promotion of nuclear power. 
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The rules would apply to radioactive scrap metal and waste 
from nuclear power and weapons facilities, many of which 
are now being decommissioned and dismantled. 

Currently, all international transport of such materials 
requires labeling and regulatory controls. Tripling their esti
mate of the damage inflicted by low doses of radiation, the 
International Commission on Radiological Protection recom
mended in 1990 that annual exposure limits for the work
place be reduced from 5 rem to 2. The proposals are an ac
knowledgment of the scientific consensus that even very low 
levels of radiation are extremely harmful and can cause can
cer and immune system dysfunction. 

The DOT -proposed exemptions would also weaken the 
already inadequate specifications for "Type B" containers used 
to transport irradiated waste fuel rods and further weaken 
requirements for packaging uranium hexafluoride (Slepleted 
uranium). -Nuclear Information & Resource Service. 

The Poverty of Deterreaee 

KARACID, Pakistan-Navy officials here bave declared that 
the country "may equip its submarines with nuclear [armed] 
missiles to defend its key naval installations." [Ed.: Of course, 
since the rubber· raft attack on the USS Cole proved that there 
is no defense against suicide attacks on even large military 
targets, defending Navy homeports with H-bombs might ap
pear a dubious proposition.] 

Pakistan has purchased three submarines from France and 
claims merely to be keeping pace with India's submarine de
velopment. The two countries, who share access to the Ara
bian Sea, bave gone to war three times since 1947, and both 
exploded H-bombs underground in 1998. Keeping pace with 
the French. US officials bave for decades provided nuclear 
weapons expertise and equipment to India. -AP, Feb. 22,2001. 

Marine Corps Uaveils Eleetrom.agaetie Gun 
Desigaed to Siekea Crowds 

WASHINGTON-In March, Pentagon officials announced 
that they were developing a new ''nonlethal" weapon which 
uses electromagnetic energy to cause a burning sensation on 
the skin. Called the Vehicle-
Mounted Active Denial System, 
the weapon would be powered by 
electricity and mounted on a 
Humvee. The stated purpose of 
the weapon is for crowd dispersal 
during "low intensity" conflicts 
(read: global south) by using mi
crowaves that "could be adjusted 
to heat the skin to temperatures 
of 130 degrees or higher." The pri
mary contractor for the current Computer-generated 
$16 million project is Raytheon image of a prototype 
Missile Systems. Some $40 mil- mounted on a Humvee. 
lion has been spent over the last ten years developing the new 
gun, and budget predictions show another $26 million may be 
needed over the next five years. 
-The New York nmes, March 2, 2001. 

Reactor Fuel Train Derails 

S(;OTLAND-A train carrying empty nuclear reactor fuel 
casks was derailed at Torness Power Station March 2. The 
train was in reverse when two cars, one with the reactor fuel, 
came off the rails. There was reportedly no damage to the 
container, but an investigation by the London Assembly was 
launched into radioactive waste trains passing through the 
city of 10 million. The investigation covers emergency 
planning, vulnerability to attack, and compensation in case of 
accidents. -BBC News Scotland, March 2, 2001; London 
Assembly press, March 15,2001. 

Engineer Quits, Coadem.ns New H-bom.bs 
SAN FRANCISCO-Saying "I was assured no new weap
ons development was taking place, but it was a deception," 
Isaac Trotts, a young computer software engineer resigned 
his $85,000-a-year job at Lawrence Livennore National Labo
ratory. He found himself working to improve the killing power 
of the warheads and was shocked into action by additional 
information compiled by Tri-Valley Communities Against Ra
dioactive Environment, a local watchdog group. Trotts said 
he hoped his resignation would inspire other Livermore work
ers to join him in refusing to "help maintain, enhance, design 
and build weapons of mass destruction." 
-The San Fransicso Chronicle, March 16, 2001. 

Bush Wants Billioa$ for New Warheads 

WASHINGTON-While the new administration talks of 
reductions in the US nuclear arsenal, the weapons laboratories 
are gearing up for a big raise: $2 billion over six years. The 
Brookings Institution says the DOE is spending more every 
year to keep up the nuclear stockpile than it did during the 
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Cold War-$5 billion a year. The so-called Stockpile 
Stewardship Program, said to sharpen the war readiness of 
10,500 US nuclear warheads, is costing twice what's needed 
according to Robert Civiak., a physicist who for ten years 
monitored nuclear weapons spending for the White House 
budget office. "If you want to maintain existing weapons. then 
all you need to do is focus on the existing stockpile program, 
in which they take apart 10 to 12 weapons a year and fix 
problems that they find," Civiak. said. But "They are not 
focusing on their program. They are focusing on pushing the 
envelope on the development of nuclear weapons," according 
to Civiak.. -The Seattle 1imes, June 1. 2001. 

Germaa Waste Shipm.eat Delayed by Protests 

GERMANY -In late March, the German govemmentallowed 
a transport of reprocessed atomic waste from France to an 
interim storage site at Gorleben. This was the first high-level 
waste transport since large protests erupted at Gorleben in 
1997 and at Ahaus in 1998, 
and since a cask contamina
tion scandal occurred later 
that year. This time, the 
transport was supported by 
the ruling Social Democrats 
and Green Party-much to 
the dismay of their members. 
Police had to use water can
nons to break up the anti
nuclear protests yards from 
a railway depot in northern 
Germany. Some 20,000 po- German proteston block a 
lice battled groups of more train earrying atomic waste. 
than 10,000 protesters who 
sought to block the rail transit of nuclear waste by chaining 
themselves to the tracks. -NIRS and Ware Reports. 

Dr. Strangelove Meets Timothy Leary 
TOPEKA, Kan.-lnnortheast Kansas, nine giant Atlas missile 
sites were built, but soon closed down. A typical Titan base 
was an elaborate complex supporting three missiles, with living 
accommodations for 200 people, complete with underground 
power generators, air filtration facilities, sewage treatment 
units and chemical waste clarifiers. Many Atlas sites in Kansas 
were put to new uses as the military shut them down in the 
'60s, '70s and '80s. School districts, companies and private 
buyers took advantage of the opportunity to possess the 
expansive, virtually impregnable fortresses. 

Last November the Drug Enforcement Agency raided 
an LSD lab set up in a missile silo near Wamego, arresting 
two men and seizing enough chemicals to make up to 60 
million doses of the hallucinogenic drug. Anthony Basel, a 
custodian at Jackson Heights High School, which once 
occupied one 9fthe huge missile bases, said, "Some of those 
walls were 18 inches thick. So Whatever you did down inside 
of it, once they shut those steel doors" was secret. -The 
Topeka Capital Journal, Dec. 3, 2000; Nuclear Heartland, p.13. 

Where'd the Water Go? 
TORONTO, Ont.-" At least two people died yesterday" 
[May 2] on the Trans-Canada Highway, 1.050 miles north
west of here when two tractor trailers collided head-on and 
spilled radioactive iridium-77 [used in satellites] on the road. 
"Both tractor trailer units were engulfed in flames and totally 
destroyed. The highway is completely blocked with debris 
and wreckage," said policeman Rick Krueger. Krueger said 
firefighters used excavation equipment to keep water from 
running off'into the surrounding areas. -Reuters, May 3. 2001 

Resources 
Citizen Alert, P.O. Box 17173, Las Vegas, NV 89114, Ph.: 702-
796-5662, Email: lvcitizenalert@earthlinlc.net. 
Food & WIIID Jolll'lflll, Food & Water, Inc., 389 Vennont Route 
215, Walden. VT 05873, Ph.: 802-563-3300. 
Global Network Against Weapons & Naelear Power ia Space. 
PO Box 90083, Gainesville FL 32607. Ph.: 352-337-9274; Emai1 
globalnet@mindspring.com; www.space4peac:e.org. 
Groaad Zero Cebter for Nonviolent Aetioa, 16159 Clear Creek 
Road NW, Poulsbo. WA 98370; Email: info@gzcenter.org; Ph.: 360-
377-2586. 
Nuclear Information & Resource Service, 1424 16th St. NW 
#404, Wash., DC 20036, Ph.: 202-328-0002, Email 
nirsnet@nirs.org. 
Oak Ridge Environmental Peace Allianee, P.O. Box 5743 
Oak Ridge. TN 37831;Email: paloma@stopthebombs.org; Ph.: 865-
483-8202. 
Pablie Citizen, 215 Pennsylvania Ave., SE, Washington. DC 20003 
Ph.: 202-546-4996; Email: cmep@citizen.org. 
Radiatioa aad Pablie Health Project, 302 W. 86th St., #11 B, New 
York, NY 10024, Ph.: 800-582-3716; Web.: www.radiation.org. 
Shundahai Newtork, PO Box 6360, Pahrump, NV; Ph.: 775-537-
6088; Email: shundahai@shundahai.org. 
Tri· VaUey CAREs, 2582 Old First St., Livennore, CA 94550; Ph. 
925-443-7148; Email: marylia@earthlink.net. 
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Silence Trident Activists Sentenced in Federal Court 
By Dan Miner-Nordstrom 

MADISON, WLSC.-In a surprise decision by Magistrate Judge 
Steven Crocker, Bonnie Urfer and Michael Sprong were sen
tenced on May 4 to the near minimum that federal sentencing 
guidelines allow. Saying that be felt uncomfortable passing 
judgement and giving sentences to those who oppose nuclear 
weapons. Magistrate Crocker banded out a prison term of six 
months for Urfer and two months for Sprong. They were both 
also ordered to undergo one year of probation and to each 
pay $7,492.44 in restitution. The Magistrate could have im
prisoned them for one year, and bad them each pay up to 
$100,000 in fines. 

The sentencing was attended by a number of friends and 
supporters of the anti-nuclear activists, who heard the court 
discuss four prc-sentence issues followed by sentencing state
ments by all the parties. 

On the issue of"acceptance of responsibility," Assistant 
US Attorney John Vaudreuil argued that Urfer and Sprong 
did not concede "willfulness," nor did they show genuine re
morse or show a willingness to change. On the contrary, 
Urfer's attorney Margaret Danielson responded that the de
fendants eotdd DOt have taken more responsibility for their 
actionst notin& that they waited to be arrested at the ELF site. 

In making the cJwae that Urfer's and Sprong's arrest 
records be considered in sentencing, V~ claimed that 
similar offenses, even noo-criminal trespassing at ELF, should 
be considered. Danielson countered that Bonnie's previous 
ELF oft'enses amount to no more than municipal citations, 
similar to traffic tickets. Sprong's attorney, John Bacbman, 
said he agreed with prior oft'enses being classified as civil ci
tations and that Vaudreuil's attempt to align pole-cutting with 
trespass was a stretch of the word similar. The noting of 
Bonnie's exceptional personal character by Danielson was 
summarily dismissed by Vaudreuil, wbo stated, "We sentence 
good people all the time who have done sad, tormented 
things." 

Although Magistrate Crocker did oot choose to depart 
downward from federal senteocing guideliDcs, be said. "I can't 
say it would be a bad thing for the courts to recognize some 
sort of imminent danger clause [or] defense at some point" 
He further added that he would have to wait for word from 
higher courts and that he was DOt in a position to open a 
Paodora's box, practical or legal. 

Bonnie prefaced her statement by showing two short 
video clips. One 
called "Hi
roshima Remem
bered" showed 
film footage of 
the destruction 
caused by the 
nuclear bomb 
dropped on Hi
roshima, Japan. 
The other was a 
nonchalant pre
sentation by Dr. 
Steven Younger, 
Los A1amos Na
tional 
Laboratory's top 
nuclear weapons 
scientist, intro
ducing new em
ployees to the 
work done at the 
bomb lab. At one Slleaee Trideat aetivitt Miellael 
point Dr. Younger Sproa1 with b6s wife, Betb Preheiaa 
warns other na- aad their d019 Flaaden. 

tions not to mess with the US or, "We will make your countJy 
go away." 

Bonnie began her prepared statement by saying, "Project 
ELF is part of a system ready and waiting to unleash the 
equivalent of 85,000 Hiroshima-sized bombs. Where is the 
honor in extenninating 70,000 innocent people in nine sec
onds?" 

Stating that one could not find a more law-abiding per
son in general than Bonnie Urfer, Danielson asked that Bonnie 

Attorney Margaret Danie~n aad Bonnie Urfer work out 
some rmal details before seDtendag. 

not be required to submit to restricted travel, association, or 
forced drug tests under supervised probation. Danielson con
cluded her statement by saying that Bonnie has a moral ob
jection to the idea of paying restitution. 

Michael Sprong followed and began by addressing Mag
istrate Crocker personally, stating that in the past his style, 
"typically has been to turn things over to the court ... [and] 
chose not to participate with the court." Sprong said that he 
felt his defense in trial had been painted as-disingenuous, and 
that be intended to "set tbintP straight." He stated be would 
DOt ask for leniency, but that be bad concluded, through being 
exposed to Project ELF and having contacted international 
law expert Anabel Dwyer, that nuclear weapons were gener
ally illegal. "I was sincere, I was genuine, I was forthright I 
regret that the Court did not allow experts to come in and 
testifY on imminence, illegality," Sprong said. He explained 
how be bad participated in civil resistance, a force which cre
ates social change, in order to invite authorities to join the 
indictment made at the ELF site. 

US Attorney Vaudreuil then commenced his statement in 
favor of sentencing by maJdng the extraneous remark that, 
"All the people who say you should do these things [interna
tional law experts]. are DOt in the dock. That is an inconsis
tency." Further denying any connection to international law, 
Vaudreuil claimed, "Despite what the defendants think, this 
case is not about nuclear weapons, DO more than an abortion 
clinic shooting is about abortion." Citing the obligations of 
citizens to obey basic laws, aod therefore ignore moral and 
international law, Vaudreuil blandly asserted, "People don't 
have a right to ~e others' property." Rejecting Sprong 
and Urfer's request to be spared the intrusion of supervised 
probation, be retorted, "Join the crowd. Most still do their 
best to comply." Stating that cbarsing the two with misde
meaaors was appropriate in this case, Vaudreuil warned that 
any further damage at ELF would lead him to consider all 
charging options available, presumably felony charges. 

In his sentencing, Magistrate Crocker referred at length 
to the sentencing statement of US District Judge Miles Lord, 
who in 1984 presided over a similar plowshares case involv
ing Trident missile guidance computers. In his sentencing re
marks, Judge Lord asked, "How can we even entertain the 
thought that all people on one side of an imaginary line must 

Urler & Sprong to Appeal Silenee Trident Convietion 
MADISON, WI- Bonnie and Micbael report that they have 
decided to appeal their convictions because of the trial courfs 
exclusion of evidence. 

During trial, the Magistnlte's granting of the government's 
"motion in limine" seveRly restricted the defense in the testi
mony and evidence it was allowed to present to the jmy. (See 
Spring 2001 Pathfinder.) No expert testimony or documenta
tion of the outlaw status of nuclear weapons was allowed. 

Defense attorneys Margaret Danielson of Madison and 
John Bacbman in Eau Claire have made ootice of appeal. 
MaJgaret Danielson writes, "We expect to appeal at least three 
closely related issues." They are: 1) Magistrate Crocker in-
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structed the jmy that it could consider the "reasonableness" 
of the advice attorney Annabel Dwyer gave to the defendants, 
but be did not allow the defendants to put on any evidence 
about the reasonableness of the advice; 2) Tbe Magistrate 
limited Annabel Dwyer•s testimony regarding why she gave 
the advice she did-namely that interfering nonviolently with 
the threat to use nuclear weapons is a lawful act; and 3) Nei
ther Bonnie DOr Micbael were allowed to elaborate on why 
she believed her conduct was lawful. 

As the trial was before a Magistrate, the initial appeal 
goes to US District Judge Sbabaz before being beard by the 
7th Circuit US Court of Appeals in Chicago. 

die; and, if we be so ungodly cynical as to countenance that 
thought, have we given thought to the fact that in executing 
that decree, we will also die?" Crocker claimed tha1, unlike 
Judge Lord, the cowt shouldn't take history into account (Lord 
bad blasted the computer company's criminal record)--siace 
current laws will DOt allow it-saying that he must only con
sider that the simple act of cutting Navy poles was worthy of 
jail time. 

Michael Sprong was additionally ordered to work regu
larly, provide financial information to law enforcement offi
cials, and submit to drug testing. Bonnie and Michael were 
also ordered to pay a $25 assessment fee each. Bonnie be
gan her six month sentence immediately, while Michael 
Sprong was incarcerated May 25. 

Sentencing Statement 
of Bonnie Urfer 

Federal Court, Madison, Wisconsin, May 4, 2001 

Project ELF 18 part of a system ready and waiting to 
unleash the equivalent of 85,000 Hiroshima sized bombs. 

Where is the honor in exterminating 70,000 innocent 
people in nine seconds? Where is the justice in threatening 
to bomb cities using a weapon thal creates temperatures 
equal to those on the surface of the sun? How can there be 
glory in vaporizing TWncombatants or causing irrefotable 
agonizing lingering suffering long after a war is over? 

Radiation can TWt be turned off any more than the most 
brilliant nuclear physicist can turn off the sun. No one can 
prevent radiation burns, ecological disaster, or the incin
eration of millions of innocent people once the weapons are 
used 

Some of the finest and wisest minds from around the 
world joined to create the lntemational Court of Justice 
Advisory Opinion on the Legality of the Threat or Use of 
Nuclear Weapons. The crealion of that document outlawing 
nuclear weapons followed the formation of numerous trea
ties and laws governing and limiting the means of war. It 's 
the wudom contai~d In those documentJ that I adhere to 
while rejecting US nuclear war policy. And by all evidence 
it 's exactly what I should do. 

International treaties and laws governing the rules of 
war~learly meant for the good of all-have been treated 
with disdain and indiffirence by the US. Promise after prom
ise to disarm nuclear weapons go unfolfilled by this nation. 
That is anarchy. ThreaJs to unleash nuclear weapons are 
nothing less than barbaric. 

The radioactive waste left from our foolish and self
destructive nuclear weapons will be with us until the sun 
goes out. We are all victims of our awn ugly but undeclared 
war. It is thoughtless adherence to a path leading us, li/c:e 
ignorant d/TWsaurs, into the tar pits. Unlilc:e the diTWsaurs 
however, we can stop. 

I withdrew my consent a long time ago to this mad ac
ceptance of mass extermination. I can not turn off my yearn
ing for justice and peace. I will not Ignore the magnituik of 
our nuclear weapons potential. I can TWI delf}' the everlast
ing consequence of our nuclear waste legacy. It doesn t mat
ter that US courts legitimiu..oUT genocidol weapons of total 
destruction, I must and 1 will continue to work for total 
nuclear disar~nt in the spirit of nonviolence no matter 
the consequence because it Is, for me, the decent and hu
mane thing to do. 

The court finds me guilty of domoglng equipment used 
in the commission of a hideous crime. I feel I 'm guilty of 
not doing even more to stop it. 

Prison Addresses .Q 
Mlchael Sprong 
11416-047 
Kingsbury Unit 
FPC, Bo.x 700 
Yankton SO 57078 

Bonnle Urfer 
Temp. in transit. 

Contact Nukewatch 
(715) 472-4185 

for address. 

• Include your foil name and return address on the 
envelope. 
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TWO JAILED AFTER URGING CRIMINAL 
INVESTIGATION OF ELF 

ASHLAND, Wisc.-On March 13, in commemoration of the 
32106 anniversary of United States' approval of the Nuclear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty, Catholic Worker John Heid and 
Nukewatch staffer John LaForge delivered a 142-page com
plaint to the Ashland County District Attorney and Sheriff's 
Department, alleging that the Navy's ELF system operates in 
violation of the 1968 Treaty and violates state statutes against 
criminal gang activity and threats of murder. The complaint 
asked that the Sheriff and the District Attorney investigate 
and prosecute the commission of ELF's and Trident's on-go
ing criminal conspiracy to commit mass destruction with 
nuclear weapons. 

The Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty says in part, "Each 
of the Parties to the Treaty undertakes to pursue negotiations 
in good faith on effective measures relating to the cessation 
of the nuclear aans race and to nuclear disarmament." The 
United States reaffirmed the treaty in 1995. 

The same day the District Attorney's office returned the 
complaint with a dismissive note to Heid and LaForge ex
plaining that he saw no basis for an investigation. 

The Navy transmitter sends one-way commands to sub
merged missile-firing Trident submarines around the world. 

Upon delivering the complaint, Heid, 46, and LaForge, 
45, were taken into custody by Ashland County deputies on 
long-standing warrants for oonpayment of fines stemming from 
earlier protest violations at the Navy transmitter. 

The two served 60 days on the $212 fines, were released 
May 12, and were able to immediately join in the Mothers' 
Day demonstration at the ELF site. Upon realizing the coin
cidence of the timing, one jail guard quipped, .. You planned 
this didn't you?" 

Symbolizing the web of life, yarn 
linked hearts, miJuls ud adioas at 
the unual ELF site Mothen' Day 
gatberiDg, left. Deputies ticketed 11 
who sat iD the entnace road. 
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CLAM LAKE, Wise.-The annual 
Mothers' Day gathering at the Navy's 
Project ELF system near Clam lake was 
joined by nearly 200 people from around 
the country. We celebrated the interna

tional Peace Holiday with a solar-powered public address 
system, the sanctions-busting Remembering Omnm Bus, and 
puppets from two regional theater troupes. 

After sitting in the road near the compound's fence, 11 
people were ticketed for trespass and one, Nukewatch sum
mer intern Dan Miner-Nordstrom, was charged with resist
ing arrest for merely refusing to walk with arresting officers. 

Charged with a $212 civil forfeiture, several members of 
the group intend to take the case to trial in Ashla~ where 
they face a maximum of six months in jail for refusing to pay. 

POULSBO, Wash.-A total of 17 people were arrested for 
blocking the road that leads to the Bangor Trident Submarine 
Base on Mothers' Day in nonviolent direct action to say: "In 
the name of our mothers, we say 'no' to Trident nuclear death. 
In the name of our mothers, we say 'yes' to life!" About 100 
people attended the Mothers' Day Action to Abolish Nuclear 
Weapons to protest the upgrade of Trident submarines and 
arrival of Trident IT (05) nuclear missiles to Puget Sound. 

It is unlikely that any of those arrested will be charged or 
prosecuted for their arrest. Kitsap County prosecutors have 
been unable to get convictions against nonviolent activists 
arrested at Bangor the last three times they have tried. Juries 
and judges have found that people arrested at Bangor pro
tests have the legal right to redress grievances under Interna
tional and US law with nonviolent direct action. Since Febru
ary 2000, Kitsap County prosecutors have chosen not to pros
ecute people for nonviolent direct actions at Bangor, saying 
that such action .. does not constitute a crime" in the eyes of 
the community. 

JACKASS FLATS, NV-Three people were detained by 
sheriff's deputies and later released during Mothers' Day 
event3 at the Nevada Test Site, where the Eoergy Depart
ment continues to detonate nuclear weapons components, 
contaminating the territory ofthe Western Shoshone Nation. 

Cround Zero leads Coalition in 
Suit Against Trident Expansion 

From Ground Zero Center for Nonviolent Action 

BANGOR. Wash.-On March 8, a coalition of six peace and 
environmental groups led by the Ground Zero Center for 
Nonviolent Action filed a notice under the Endangered Spe
cies Act, stating their intent to sue the Navy over construc
tion projects for the Trident ll (D-5) missile retrofit OD the 
Trident Subbase Bangor. The projects involve four Trident 
submarines set to be revamped to carry the eight-warhead D-
5 nuclear missiles. The suit charges that the Navy, in its con
struction of new missile handling facilities, is a threat to criti
cal habitat of endangered salmon. 

The suit also alleges that Navy Department failure to con
sult with fish and wildlife agencies about its plans, or even to 
prepare an environmental impact statement for the project. 
are violations of the Endangered Species Act And the suit 
challenges the Navy on its refusal to explain the environmen
tal impact of an accident with the giant, $40 million D-5 mis
siles and their volatile fuel. The suit is the culmination of two 
years of research and Freedom of Information Act disclosures 
that have revealed "serious problems involving explosive han
dling zones and the handling of explosive and toxic materials 
at the base not previously known about by activists at either 
of the Trident bases in Scotland and King's Bay, Georgia." 

The rocket propellant in the 24 Trident ll/D-5 missiles 
aboard one Trident submarine has the net explo8ive equiva
lent of3,720 pounds of TNT. The Navy has never addressed 
the ecological threat of accidents with these conventional ex
plosives, let alone the consequences of accidental detonations 
of one or more ofthe 192 nuclear warheads (475-kilotons 
each). 

Since the time of two previous suits against the Navy at 
Bangor, one in the mid-1970s and another in 1990, new in
formation has been compiled about the danger of handling 
sub-launched ballistic missiles, as well as increased threats 
from earthquakes and Tsunamis in the Puget Sound region. 

Ground Zero researcher Glen Milner says, "Our expressed 
goal is that the Navy either comply with environmental law or 
stop all construction on the base involving the D-5 missile 
backtit We may find that environmental safety and the Tri
dent submarine system are mutually incompatible." 

Anabel Dwyer, on the Silence Trident Trial 
Editors Note: As a key witness in the February trial ofBonnie 
Urjer and Michael Sprongfor their June 2000 disarmament 
action. Michigan attorney Anabel Dwyer testified about the 
advice she gave to the defendants regarding the lawfulness 
of direct nuclear weapons disarmament. Nukewarch asked 
Anabel, an Adjunct Professor at Cooley Law School in Michi
gan. a few questions about the trial and its impact on the 
foture of the nwvemenl. 

Nakewateb: Based on a string of Appeals Court rulings, 
the trial court granted the government's motion in limine, ex
cluding essential defense testimony and evidence. Do you see 
any cracks in this judicial firewall that now prohibits legiti
mate affinnative defenses? 

Dwyer: "Judicial firewall" it's not. Rather we can think 
of such rulings as "judicial fanning of nuclear firestonns." Re
sisters can insist upon accuracy in facts and law by: 

1. Submitting a formal record of all the known, irrefut
able, ghastly and uncontrollable effects of the Trident war
heads and by proving, as with the [Cpt James] Bush and [Rob
ert] Aldridge testimony, that ELF stands as an active threat to 
use those warheads. The facts must establish that the Navy, 
through ELF, attempts to commit mass murder, crimes against 
humanity and war crimes; 

2. Challenging, in a motion to dismiss, the inaccurate 
description of the "property" in the indictment. ELF poles are 
not "wooden poles part of a communications system for sub
marines carrying Trident missiles," but an active threat to un
leash nuclear warheads; and 

3. Distinguishing each case relied upon by the [govern
ment] in [its] motion in limine. None of the cases can be re
lied upon for accurate findings of fact and applicable law in 
these cases. Other cases apply and have been relied on to 
admit defense testimony or as a basis for dismissal. If the judge 
insists on being incompetent and complicit with war crimes, 
resisters should consider motions to reconsider and demand 
interlocutory appeals. A judge who says, "No one in his right 
mind would use a nuclear weapon," [as Crocker did) should 
be asked to recuse himself as clearly unable to perceive his
torical fact and present Navy policy. The US Constitution's 
phrase, "providing for the common defense," does not and 
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cannot excuse either Congress or the Navy in the use or threat 
to use indiscriminate weapons or tactics. 

Nukewateb: The Court instructed the jury that there is 
no privilege in law that would allow intentional damage to 
government property. The instruction was a deliberate attempt 
at discrediting your testimony to the contrary. Do you believe 
the court erred in its instruction, and if so, is there a remedy 
available? 

Dwyer: The prosecutor must prove malice, that the re
sisters knew "the conduct was unlawful." The law that ap
plies to the facts of ELFffrident (and to the threat or use of 
any weapon or tactic) are the rules and principles of humani
tarian law as understood and accepted by the US and the 
Navy. The malicious destruction of property statute was im
properly and unconstitutionally applied to abrogate these 
intransgressible rules. Bonnie and Michael knew-through 
careful discussion with me and others, about the proper ap
plication of the International Court of Justice opinion and the 
expert testimony from the Howard-Hastings [US] and Angie 
Zeltner [UK] cases-that the Navy's conduct is illegal and 
criminal. Tbe briefs submitted sbo'Wed that Bonnie and Micbael 
had both a US statutory and common law as well as interna
tional law duty (not only privilege) to reasonably stop the 
Navy's attempted war crimes. The [Court's] instruction that 
"there is no privilege under international law or United States 
law to injure the ELF system or other government property," 
in addition to being an erroneous non-consideration of bind
ing law, makes the preposterous con<:lusion that the malicious 
destruction of property statute is not related to any other law 
or duty. The court made a clearly reversible error in usurping 
the role of the jury by making the jury accept as 'facts' claims 
that were either not in evidence or unsubstantiated. 

The remedy is stay of sentence pending appeal. An ap

peal can be successful if the record is complete. [On May 24 
the court denied Sprong's motion for stay pending appeal.] 

Nukewatch: The .. advice of council" defense-that oth
erwise criminal acts are legal if the actors honestly believed 
an attorney's advice that the act would be lawful-was al
most unheard of in disarmament cases. How do you think the 
defense can be strengthened to increase further chances of 
success? 

Dwyer: A reasonable interference with attempted mass 
extermination such as Bonnie's and Michael's, that actually 
stopped such a terror for a time, could not be more legal. So 
why aren •t we defendants on the stand in these cases? If 
prosecutors and judges are not vicious in our increasingly ty
rannical system, then they think of themselves as "good pro-

tectors" of sacro-
- sanct property 

cleansed of its reality, 
obscuring in some 
cases a nagging in
kling that they might 
be complicit with the 
most hideous crimes 
possible. 

Nukewateh: 
Thousands of attor
neys, legal scholars 
and jurists, and mil
lions of ordinary citi
zens around the 
world believe nuclear 
weapons are illegal, 

Aubel Dwyer yet the weapons per-
sist. How best can 

we promote adoption of the proposed Nuclear Weapons Con
vention, or are direct actions like the Plowshares Movement 
more likely to bring about abolition? 

Dwyer: Abolitionists and Plowshares can and should act 
together articulating the reality that security means caring for 
each other and our common environment through. as [Dr.] 
Rosalie Bertell puts it, "'peace, economic and social justice 
and environmental integrity." 

"Security" as threat or use of ever-greater force, culmi
nating in nuclear weapons and other weapons and tactics of 
mass destruction, is an increasingly dangerous myth. The on
slaught from the right may be a backlash from our successes, 
but we need to counter it in a concerted manner. So let's set 
up some extended discussion and development of actions. The 
Nuclear FRJC Gtat Lakes Action Camp [see calendar] is one 
place. 
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DEPLETED URANIUM 
HAZARDS WHITEWASHED 

By John LaForge 

GENEVA-After spending enormous amounts of time, en
ergy and money in its drive to produce and deploy radiation
spreading weapons, the Pentagon now wants the world to 
believe that tons of radioactive waste uraniwn-238 known as 
depleted uranium (DU}-Oblasted into battle fields and sub
urbs in Iraq and into civilian neighborhoods in KosovoD
are unlikely to cause ill effects to exposed troops or civilians. 

Using carefully crafted and deceptive language, NATO 
has "welcomed" the UN Environmental Program's (UNEP's) 
March 2000 report on the health hazards caused by DU mu
nitions in Kosovo. NATO's Brussels headquarters actually 
worked closely with the UNEP team in producing the white
wash. 

As early as 1943, the Pentagon was aware of the immune 
system damage caused by radiation exposure. In its October 
30, 1943, report "The Use ofRadioactive Material As A Mili
tary Weapon," issued by a Col. K. D. Nichols, the "secondary 
effects" of ••exposure to high-energy radiations" are said to 
be "lowered resistance of the body, and the irradiated person 
becomes susceptible to infection and contraction of disease." 
Severe radiation sickness is understood to progress from "the 
fall of the white blood cell count at early stages of radiation, 
to bloody diarrhea and internal hemorrhage at later stages. 
Death will probably occur through hemorrbage or through 
the contraction of diseases as the result oflowered resistance 
of the body." 

Since the US first used its depleted uranium in 
war-against the territories oflraq and Kuwait in 1991-in
creased evidence of cancers,leukemias andmalignanctes has 
accumulated and garnered worldwide attention. 

A parallel and simultaneous effort to discredit, deny or 
ignore the health consequences of exposure to DU has been 
organized by Washington, the Pentagon, NATO and the In
ternational Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA}-whose mandate 
is the promotion of nuclear p(,wer. The IAEA claims that the 
Chernobyl explosions and fallout didn't kill more than 39 
people. 

As Robert James Parsons reports in the April9 Nation, a 
major reason for the DU cover-up is the ghost of Vietnam 
and the use there of Agent Orange, which resulted in hun
dreds of thousands of health claims that the Pentagon has 
been forced to pay. Parsons notes that some 700,000 Persian 
Gulf veterans might demand DU compensation if the Viet
nam Syndrome were repeated with the Persian Gulf Syndrome. 
(As recently as April this year, news reports noted that chil-

dren born to Vietnam veterans exposed to Agent Orange
the dioxin-based poison used by US forces to defoliate the 
jungles of Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos-have a greater 
chance ofbeing aftlicted with leukemia.) 

British journalist Felicity Arbuthnot writes in the Egyp
tian paper Al-Ahom March 15, 2001, that the UN Subcom
mittee on Minorities and Human Rights "has charged three 
times that these are weapons of mass destruction, which bol
sters the case for eventwil compensation claims." 

Today's official claims that DU is no real health threat 
sound exactly like the assurances given US nuclear weapons 
workers for 50 years-Oassurances that were obliterated by 
the DOE's official January 28, 2000, admission that worker 
exposures caused disease and death. Those who deny that 
DU is responsible for cancers and diseases in the Balkans and 
the Persian Gulf may take a lesson from last year's reversal: 
After admitting that worker exposure to "safe levels" of re
cycled uranium have caused at least 22 types of cancer, Con
gress enacted a worker compensation law. 

Uranium that's been "recycled" after having been used 
as reactor fuel is coDtaminated with high energyuranium-236, 
plutoniwn-239, neptun:ium-237 and other transuranics. All 
three of the deadly isotopes have been found by the ~·s 
Balkan Task Force in Kosovo--Oat sites targeted with DU. 
However, in one of the most flagrant examples of cover-up, 
Parsons reports that the UNEP Task Force's original report 
on the bombing ofKosovo had the DU section reduced from 
72 pages to two. 

Meanwhile new evidence of harm. is growing. In Iraq, 
the pediatrician Dr. Jenan Hussein has documented a 700AI 
increase in cancers in Basra in Southern Iraq which was heavily 
targeted by US bombers during Desert Storm. The World 
Health Organization (WHO) agreed this April13 to study the 
connection between DU and disease in Iraq since 1991. 

Athens News correspondent Svetlana Stankovic Lana 
reports that, .. In Kosovska Mitrovcica, north ofKosovo, the 
number of malignant diseases increased 2000AI in 2000 com
pared to 1998, the year before the bombing." 

Glasgow Scotland's Sunday Herald reported April14 that 
a recent human study found DU contamination in the urine in 
"every single one of the samples collected in Kosovo. Profes
sor Nick Priest of Middlesex University who conducted the 
study says, "That is completely abnormal because normally 
you would expect no DU to be in the urine samples." These 
findings suggest that the DU contamination in Kosovo has 
entered the food chain. 
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LONDON-Britain's nuclear industry was involved in a top
secret international operation to steal dead babies for up to 
three decades, according to newly declassified docwnents. 
The papers, released by the DOE, show that scientists from 
the UK Atomic Energy Authority removed children's bones 
and bodies to ship to the US for classified radiation experi
ments. 

Successive British administrations have consistently de
nied any involvement in Project Sunshine, and the link-first 
suggested in a 1995 Channel4 television documentary-was 
not investigated for the American report. 

However, new documents released by the US govern
ment and reports now in the UK Public Records Office show 
leading British scientists were involved in body-snatching for 
both nations. 

Among the hundreds of pages of documents released are 
letters exchanged between US and British government scien
tists in which they discuss levels of radiation in the ribs of 
stillborn babies and lists of dead children's bodies obtained 
from the Middlesex Hospital and spirited to US nuclear labo
ratories. 

Although the US government has released hundreds of 
docwnents about the operation, it has classified even more 
papers thought to detail some of the most embarrassing as
pects of collusion between British and US authorities. Asked 
to·release a file entitled "Classified Discussions at Harwell" 
(the headquarters of the British government's nuclear research 
activities) the DOE told The Observer, "This document has 
been determined to be not declassifi.able and has been removed 
from this folder." 

Nuclear Weapons 
Preside in Court 

DENVER-Carl Kabat was found guilty May 2 in fed
eral court of a misdemeanor charge of breaching a se
curity fence at nuclear missile silo N-7 in eastern Colo
rado. He faces a possible one year in prisonanda$5,000 
fine. 

Kabat, a Catholic Priest and former missionary to 
the Philppines and Brazil, was mested last Aug. 6, 
2000, inside the fenced missile site. Bill Sulzman of 
Colorado Springs was mested at a vigil outside the 
gate. Sulzman's state charge was dropped before 
Kabat's trial. 

On April19 Kabat's defense attorneys filed a mo
tion to dismiss, arguing the illegality of nuclear weap
ons under the International Court of Justice 1996 Ad
visory Opinion and Nuremburg Principles. A second 
motion to dismiss clahned free speech rights, and a third 
mOtion questioned the fairness of the Denver jury pool. 

The trial court denied each motion while granting 
the government's .. motion in limine" restricting defense 
testimony at trial. The jury was not allowed to view 
video documention of the death and destruction vis
ited upon Hiroshima and Nagasaki, nor was the jury 
allowed to view a pictoral account of the bombings. 

The jury deliberated for less than one hour before 
returning a verdict of guilty. Kabat was taken into cus
tody immediately. 

At one point during the trial Attorney Waiter 
Gerash looked the prosecutor in the eye saying, "I 
would be ashamed to prosecute this case." 

Send letters of support to: Fr. Cart Kabat, # 03230-
045, Englewood FDC, 9595 W. Quincy Ave., Littleton, 
CO 80123. (Write complete return address on envelope.) 

150 Gather at Colorado 
ICBM Protest 

DENVER---In the largest anti-nuclear gathering at a 
Colorado missile silo in years, over 150 people gathered 
at .. N-5" near New Raymer to demand an end to the 
nuclear threat posed by these behemoths of the cold 
war. There are still 500 of the three-warhead Minuteman 
ICBMs standing on hair-trigger alert in the Great 
Plains-0200 of them north ofDenver. Colorado silos 
have been the object of two recent direct actions, the 
August 1998 Minuteman Plowshares by Dan Sicken 
and Sachio Ko-Ym and the August 2000 protest by Fr. 
Carl Kabat. Vigil organizer Bill Sulzman of Citizens 
for Peace in Space in Colorado Springs, told the Denver 
Post, "These missiles have been here for 30 years, but 
because of the complacency in Colorado, you never 
knew. We're going to change that." 

An investigation ordered by former President Clinton into 
the 4 'body snatching" program-code-named Project 
Sunshine-was scathing: "Researchers employed deception 
in the solicitation of bones of deceased babies from intenne
diaries with access to human remains." 

Among the documents obtained by The Observer is the 
transcript of a secret Project Sunshine meeting in Washing
ton. It shows that Wmard Libby, a renowned scientist who 
laterwon the Nobel Prize for his research into carbon dating 
techniques. instructed colleagues to skirt the law in their search 
for bodies. 

"Human samples are of prime importance, and if any
body knows how to do a good job of body-snatching, they 
will really be serving their countly," Libby said. "We hired an 
expensive law firm to look up the law on body-snatching. It is 
not very encouraging. It shows how very difficult it is going 
to be to do it legally." 

One paper says parts from British babies and children up 
to the age of 10 years were "readily available." 

At the same time as supplying the Americans, British sci
entists from Harwell and the Medical Research Council con
ducted their own research on dead children, Between 1955 
and 1970, they collected around 6,000 bodies. 

1eanPrichard, whose baby died in 1957, said her child's 
legs wete removed by hospital doctors and taken to Harwell 
without permission. 

They conducted tests on babies from Hong Kong, and 
acquired body parts from various british medical doctors. 

-Excerpted from The Observer (London) June 3, 2001; 
The Ecologist, May 2001. 
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Midwest Anti-Nuclear Activists Protest Shipment of Nuclear Waste 
LaCROSSE, W'a.sc.-Forty environmental and peace activists 
gathered here during Earth Week to demonstrate against plans 
by 11 utilities, including Dairyland Power Cooperative and 
Xcel (formerly Northern States Power, NSP), to ship irradiated 
reactor fuel through the area to a proposed dump in Utah. 

Representatives from the La Crosse Greens. Northern 
Thunder, NIRS, Nukewatch and the Nuclear Free Great Lakes 

thousands of nation-wide shipments of the nuclear waste. The 
transport plan would endanger hundreds of thousands along 
the route. 

Also oohand was a mock nuclear waste transport cask 
em blazoned with "Stop Mobil Chemobyl." A reference to the 
1986 Chemobyl disaster in Russia that killed thousands and 
has produced a plague of radiation-related illnesses (see p.3). 

Dairyland's Genoa, W'JSC., reactor has been 
closed since 1987 and is currently in the process 
of decommissioning. The closed reactor costs a 
reported $4 million a year to maintain. 

A replica of a nuclear wute tranJport cast says it all, "Stop the 
Mobile ChernobyL" 

In the past Xcel (then NSP) transported 
radioactive waste from its reactors in Minnesota 
directly through downtown LaCrosse. According 
to Nukewatch volunteer Gail Vaughn, an 
organizer of the Earth Week protests, one of the 
containers shipped by NSP was discovered to be 
leaking radiation quite seriously in the 1980's. This 
caused railroad workers to walk off the job, 
leaving the cask sitting in La Crosse for fom days 
until technicians wrapped the container in plastic 
and sent it on to a dump site in Morris, DJ. 

Campaign protested plans to remove 333 reactOf fuel 
assemblies from the closed Dairyland reactor, for shipment to 
Utah by rail. The activists wore chemical suits, gas masks, 
and hard hats to dramatiu their objection to the plan for 

Both Xcel and Dairyland are partners with nine other 
utilities in Private Fuel Storage, PFS, which will own and 
operate the proposed $3.1 billion temporary nuclear waste 

site on land leased on Goshute Reservation land in Skull Valley, 
Utah. (See below.) 

"Trident Three'' Acquittal Slammed 
SCOTLAND-OD March 30 a Scottish High Court ruled that 
international law does not apply in disarmament cases as 
nuclear weapons are not illegal under the law. 

The decision came as a result of a government appeal 
after SheriffMargaret Gimblett acquitted the "Trident Three" 
of charges received after these women boaJded the "Maytirne," 
a floating lab, and emptied is contents into the sea. 

Critics of the High Court's 76-page judgment call it 
shabby, perverse and incompetent, full of muddle and misrep
resentation. An example of the lack of reasoning is the claim 
that the question ofTrident's legality can only be determined 
"in time ofwar"---efter it's too late! 

Scottish Parliamentarian Tommy Sheridan, who's been 
jailed for protesting Trident, said, "Every progressive change 
in history has been brought by the people. Nonviolence and 
peaceful civil resistance must be renewed." 

More Actions Against Trident 
On April 7, 16 people were arrested at Faslane, home 

port to Britain's fom Tridents. They cited a recent Scottish 
poU in which the majority of citizens support the continuing 
campaign of direct disarmament 

Ulla Roder, one of the "Trident Three," on April27 swam 
for five hours, past barriers and secmity patrols, to reach two 
Trident submarines. After attempts to remove tiles from the 

hull of one and being discovered, she spray-painted "useless" 
on the sub before being taken into custody. 

Roder's action continued the long-standing campaign 
against Trident as well as once again embarrassing base secu
rity as they consistently claimed no one could reach the sub
marines to endanger them. 

Each one of a Trident submarines' 24 "D-5" missiles 
carries 304 times the nuclear firepower of the Hiroshima 
bomb, which killed 140,000 people. The math is 
inescapable: one D-5 can kill 42 million people; a single 
Trident can kiU one billion. 

e!~~'!~e: R11illllllln EXf!!':!"!!!!~.J!!:!!!!!f!. 
SKULL VALLEY, Utah-Human radiation experimentation 
has a new venue. The government is no longer able to keep 
its reckless exposure of hapless civilians and soldiers secret. 

Today the federal agencies responsible for dispersing the 
radioactive doses necessary to keep the nuclear industry go
ing are openly practicing simple bribery. The poorest and least 
politically connected communities are being targeted as 
sponges, conned into absorbing the radiation burden that the 
dominant culture's air-conditioned, spin-dried and micro
waved classes wish to avoid. 

The latest version of''radiation creates jobs" is being sold 
to the tribal governrnent of the tiny Goshute Reservation-in 
Skull Valley, 45 miles west of Salt Lake City, Utah-with its 
124 enrolled members. The Goshutes are being enticed (for 
an undisclosed price} to accept a 40-year contract and lease 
an 820-acre site in the middle of their ancestral lands, 100-
acres of which would become a parking-lot-style "condo" 
for high-level radioactive waste. 

Estimates of the secretive payoff to the Tribal Council 
range from $60 to $200 million. The NRC has not yet given 
final approval. The irradiated used fuel is some of the most 
highly radioactive and dangerous of all nuclear waste. 

Kevin Kamps with NIRS writes that, "The NRC has ruled 
that the dump does not violate environmental racism stat
utes, because PFS will pay the tribe so handsomely.,. 

The Tribal Council crows that the dump will create 60 
jobs. Environmental News Service reported that under the 
Freedom of Information Act the State of Utah requested a 
copy of the lease agreement, but that federal officials refused 
to release it, saying it was a private business arrangement. 

Private Fuel Storage, Ltd. (PFS}, a consortium of 11 
nuclear utilities, is nearing completion of its end-run around 
the SO-year failure of the scientific community to discover a 
safe means of radiation containment Because of .inevitable 
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Mt. dump in Nevada, federal approval is not guaranteed or 
forthcoming. So the industry has decided to try to unload its 
deadly garbage on Indian land--19 miles down a dirt road. 

If approved, the PFS dump would be the focus of radio
active waste shipments from all around the country and, be
ginning in 2003, would initiate an unprecedented and danger
ous cross-country nuclear transportation scheme. 

There is a struggle going on at Goshute between tradi
tional tribal members wbo are opposed to the seam, and tribal 
government officials wbo have agreed to take the money and 
the risk. Utah Governor Mike Leavitt is fighting against the 
dump as well, saying, "1 want to stop it from happening." 

Public hearings have never been held outside Utah.. 
The Tribal Council's web site promotion is bland and any

thing but reassuring. " ... [A )ny release of material is expected 
to be very small, will happen slowly and can therefore be no
ticed by monitoring and can be corrected," the Council says. 
Then later, "Radiation on the outside of the casks can be 
monitored by radiation instruments. These inspections need 
be only infrequent ... " And later still. "Inspection will be un
necessary., 

The Tribal Council dismisses any hope of holding PFS 
liable for injury or death. It says, " ... [N]o specific safety goal 
has been promulgated for facilities such as this ... "[!] and "Tbe 
number of people potentially exposed to radiation from the 
PFS facility will be very small." 

The section closes with a couple of humdingers: People 
living near a nuclear reactor get more radiation from their TV 
than from the eftluent of the reactor! ADd finally, "Properry 
managed, radiation brings important benefits, greater health, 
safety, convenience, and improved quality of life to people 
around the world." 

FIUtlle' pllblk llurl11p ill Ulllll 011 tile Goslllde pro
posal wUI be ill s.IJ LtiU City betwee11 Nov. 26 cl Dec. 21. 

Calendar 
June 
21-24--Midwest Renewable Eaef'IY Fair, Amherst, 
W'tse., workshops and resources for renewable energy, 
energy efficiency and sustainable living. Coatad: MREA., 
Ph.: 715-592-6596; Email: mreainfo@wi-net.com. 

July 
6-8--Miaa. Veteraa1 for Peace Retreat, with Bruce 
Gagnon of Global Network Against Weapons & Nuclear 
Power in Space, (keynote: July 6; 7 PM.) Wilder Forest, MN, 
Contact: 612-821-9141, or 218-n4-1891. 
12---Carl K.abat to be sentenced in Fedenl District 
Court, Denver, Colo., for August 6, 2000 action at 
Colorado Minuteman-3 missile silo. Contact: Bill Sulzman, 
Ph.: 719-389-0644; Email: bsulzman@juno.com 
16--Trinity Day, Peace Actioa Event at Los Alamos, 
NM. Contact: Ph.: 702-646-4814; Email: 
nde@peacenelorg. 
22-29--Mbmesota Peacemaker Project, a week-long 
event for youth ages 17-25, sponsored by the Minnesota 
Fellowship for Reconciliation. Coatact: Katrina, Ph.: 320· 
'1:1.9-7697; Web: cloudnet.coml-mpp. 

August 
9--Napsald Never Apia: Mourning & Remembrance. 
Growld Zero Center, Pousbo, WA, Contact: Ph.: 360-377-
2586; Email: info@gzcenter.org. 
3-S--A Celebntioa of 15 Yean of Witness in the 
Wilderness, Las Vegas Catholic Worker. Contact: Ph.: 
702-647-0728. 
4-6--Reme.mbraac:e of Hiroshima at Y -12 bomb factory, 
Oak Ridge, Tenn.; nonviolence workshop Sat. Aug. 4; 
peace march, rally and direct action Sun. Aug. S; vigil at Y-
12 and ceremony in Knoxville Mon. Aug. 6; Contact: Oak 
Ridge Environmental Peace Alliance, Ph.: 865-483-8202; 
Email: paloma@stopthebombs.org. 
5-9-Desert Witness 2001, Nevada Desert Experience 
Peace Camp. Contact: NDE, Ph.: 702-646-4814, Email: 
nde@peacenet.org; Web: NevadaDesertExperience.org. 
6-9-Resist Locldaeed, Contact: Brandywine Community, 
Ph.: 610-544-1818; Email: brandywine@juno.com. 
6-9-Birothi.ma cl Napsald Remembnace Actions, 
Ashland Wisconsin & Project ELF; films, vigils, march, 
leafletting. Coatact: Nukewatcb. 
18-24--Nuelear Free Great Lakes Aetioa Camp, 
Chicago, IL & Yorkville, IL. Contact: NEIS, Ph.: 847-869-
7650 or Citizens Action Coalition Education FlDld, Ph.: 
219-232-7905; Email: michiana.org; Web: www.citact.org. 

October 
l~ntematioaal Days of Actioa Against Weapons lD 
Space; Contact: Global Network: Ph.: 352-337-9274; 
Email: globalnet@mindspring.com; or Nukewatch (for St. 
Paul, MN action at Lockheed Martin). 

OAK RIDGE, Tenn.-Martin Sheen, an outspoken anti
nuclear weapons activist, has narrated a video that encour
ages demonstrations against nuclear warhead production at 
the Y-12 Plant here. "Coming to the gates ofY-12 makes a 
stand for peace," Sheen says in "Stop the Bombs," a video 
produced by the Oak Ridge Environmental Peace Alliance. 

"'t helps to spread the word and create pressure to con
vert from nuclear weapons work to cleanup and restoration. 
Everyone has an important role. We can stop the bombs, but 
we cannot do it without you." 

Ralpb Hutchison, with the alliance, said the 24-minute 
video, produced last year, has become popular with activists. 
"People around the country are having video parties," he said, 
noting more than 130 copies have been distributed. 

The Y-12 Plant makes parts for the MX missile system 
and stores highly enriched uranium used in warheads. 

[Fifty of the MX intercontinental ballistic missiles, each 
with ten 300-kiloton warheads, are now deployed in Wyo
ming. The MX missiles carry the explosive power of 12,000 
Hiroshima bombs. As the Hiroshima bomb killed 140,000 
people, the MX missiles can potentially kill one billion, six 
hundred and eishty million people.] 

Sheen, the 60-year-old actor wbo plays President Josiah 
Bartlet on the award winning TV drama "The West W'mg," 
gave his services for free. He may attend a future protest 
against Y -12, organizer Paloma GaliDdo said. 

The DOE facility has been targeted by protests since 
1998. About 300 people marched to the plant gates in April, 
with about 30 arrested for trespassing. Another protest is 
planned Aug. 6, the anniversary of tbe dropping of the first 
atomic bomb on Japan. The bomb was developed in part at 
Oak Ridge. 
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''Your Honor. .• We Need Your Help'' 
Sentencing Statement, 
US District Court 
Omaha, Nebraska, March 27, 1995 

by Samuel Day 

Editors Note: Sam Day, 1926-
2001, founded and worked with 
Nukewatch for 14 years before 

starting the US Campaign to Free Mordechai Vanunu, the Israeli 
nuclear whistle-blower. He crossed the line more than 30 times to 
protest nuclear madness in the US and Israel. For merely 
trespassing at Omaha :S nuclear command center. which controls 
the Pentagons entire nuclear arsenal, he was imprisoned/or six 
months. Sam s statement to US Magistrate Kathleen Jaudzemis is 
as relevant today as it was then. 

Your Honor, the Douglas County jail is not a comfortable place 
to b~specially for someone my age and disability. I am 68 years 
old and blind. I can no longer see the faces around me. I can no 
longer read magazines or newspapers, or even the mail that comes 
to me from friends and family. I can no longer play the chess games 
and card games that help to while away the days and weeks and 
months in jail. 

But I did not come to Omaha to see comfort. I did not come 
to OffuttAir Force Base and to jail in search of relief from pain and 
suffering that is largely of my own making. And I have not come to 
this courtroom today to negotiate a return to the comforts of home. 

I came here to make a point. I came here to say with my body 
what I have been saying with words for almost half a century. I 
came here to alert this court to our government's preparations for 
waging nuclear war. 

I could have gone to any district in the United States to make 
that point. Sadly, our government's design, manufacture, testing, 
transportation, deployment, command and control of nuclear weap
ons permeates every part of our land. But I chose to come here 
because Offutt Air Force Base is headquarters of the US Strategic 
Nuclear Command, which controls the targeting and launching of 
many thousands of nuclear warheads, some more than one hun
dred times more powerful than the bomb that destroyed Hiroshima. 
And I chose to come here now because, contrary to public opinion 
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and despite the end of the cold war, our government has not relin
quished one iota of its capacity for waging nuclear war and it has no 
intention of doing so. 

Under international law it is a crime to point weapons of mass 
destruction at defenseless cities. Under international law it is the 
duty of every citizen to do everything possible to prevent such crimes. 
Many international laws are also the law of our land, having been 
ratified as treaties by the Senate of the United States. I have done 
my best to uphold the law. Now it is the responsibility of this court. 

*** 
Your Honor, you have seen the evidence in this case and ren

dered your verdict of guilty. So be it. If this is the time for me to 
express regret and beg for mercy, I do so readily. 

I regret that 1 did not succeed in penetrating the legal thicket of 
this case to apprise the court sufficiently of the clear and present 
danger in this district. I regret that, like the good judges who looked 
the other way in Nazi Germany while Hitler was preparing his holo
caust, you couldn' t bring yourself to take appropriate action while 
there is still time. I regret that you did not seize the opportunity to 
declare StratCom a globai public nuisance, a threat to the world, a 
crime against humanity. 

I beg for mercy-not for myself but for the many millions who 
may someday perish under the fiery mushroom clouds of nuclear 
weapons launched, in effect, from this very district. r pray for mercy 
for the children, the old and the sick, the disadvantaged and the 
disabled who suffer daily, even in the absence of nuclear war be
cause public funds that should be spent for them are rather siphoned 
into the coffers of corporations and military services that profit from 
preparations for nuclear war. And I beg for mercy for the earth, 
suffocating and dying bit by bit under its mounting burden of per
manent, deadly radioactive poison. 

Finally, Your Honor, I beg you to reconsider your verdict. Not 
for my sake but for the sake of all I have mentioned. If you cannot 
do this, then I welcome whatever prison term you impose. Please 
know that, as a matter of conscience, I cannot accept any probation 
that would keep me away from Offutt or any other military or nuclear 
installation. On the other hand, if you find that you cannot in good 
conscience enforce a law that exonerates StratCom while 
criminalizing me, I invite you to come down from your bench and 
join me and my friends at the gates of Offutt Air Force Base. We 
need your help. Thank you. 
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