
A publication of the Progressive Foundation-Fall2000 

"Silence Trident" Disarmament Action 
Puts Trigger Lock on Nuclear First Strike 

Editor~ note: On August 25, 
Ash/and County District 
Attorney Mtchael Gable
man contacted public de
fender Mark Perrine, who 
is representing Michael 
Sprong. with the news that 
the State of Wisconsin will 
drop the charges against 
Bonnie Urfer and Mtchael. 

This surprise move 
leaves the q~:~estion of 
whether the U.S. Attorney 
in Madison will seek a 
grand jury Indictment or 
bring charges. The Ashland 
County Sheriff's Depart
ment reports thal all of the 
evidence gathered from the 

took over an hour to get 
to the site and then placed 
Bonnie and me under ar
rest on suspicion of sabo
tage and intentional dam
age to property. 

Our friend Barb K.att 
was a witness to the ac
tion. The lone deputy 
also arrested Barb and 
charged her with "party 
to a crime." 

The three of us were 
taken to Ashland County 
jail and booked. There we 
waited to see what the 
system would do with our 
effort to interrupt nuclear 
terrorism. 

site of the Silence Trident Silence Trident actlvt.ta Mlchul Sprong and Bonnle Urfer cutting down 
disarmament action is in ~~ .. at Project ELF. 

My . entrance into 

the hands of the F.B.l We a-Wait news of fur- Trident," we used ordinary bow saws to cut 
ther developments. down three cedar poles that support the an-

The situation is fluid, so readers can tenna for the illegal and dangerous ELF 
follow news of the action by visiting the transmitter. As a result, Project ELF was off
Nulcewatch webs/le at www.nukewatch.com line for more than 24 hours-unable to per
or bycalling(115)412-4185. Letters of sup- form its sinister duty of signaling Trident 
port for Bonnie or Michael should be sent submarines to launch a nuclear sneak attack 
to: Trident Resistance Network - Midwest, against innocent civilians. It was the fifth 
P. 0. Box 373, Luck, WI 54853-0373. time since 1984 that the transmitter has been 

By Michael Spron1 

In the early afternoon of June 24, 2000, 
NukeWJttch Co-d.irector Bonnie Urfer and I 
entmd the Chequamegon National Forest 
near Clam Lake, WISCOnsin to commit a non
violent act of direct nuclear disarmament and 

shut down by peace activists who simply 
walked up to poles supporting the 28-mile
long transmitter antenna and cut them with 
handsaws. 

After the poles were down, we attached 
a "criminal indictment" of the ELFffrident 
system as well as ~veral other documents 
to the poles and waited for authorities to 

crime prevention. Calling our action "Silence arrive. An Ashland County Sheriff's Deputy 

"Pod C" in the bowels of 
the jail was eased by the presence of Kurt 
Greenhalgh. Kurt, a member of the Loaves 
and Fishes Catholic Worker in Duluth and a 
soft-spoken gentle soul, was part way 
thrOugh a 60-day sentence for refusing to 
pay fines resulting from previous ELF ac
tions. Kurt turned himself in during the 
Mothers' Day action at ELF. 

OD June 27, Bonnie, Barb and I "ap
peared" via live video from the jail for a hear
ing 'before Ashland County Circuit Court 
Judge Robert Eaton. Although the Ashland 
County District Attorney had filed no com
plaint, Judge Eaton, acting on a police re
port, set a $1,000.00 cash bond for me and 

denied ~fr;~ present " h n~. w ~w f"'r BO:W 
-.. -Co• tinucd on Ml 

ll_. o;gaiu~~ :~~ ~j 



MISSILE DEFENSE FRAUD COES BALLISTIC 
Illegal, Corrupt, Unworkable, Needless ______ _ 

ByJohDLaForp 

Perhaps you saw a July news story that began: "Criminals 
are still swindling $660 million a year in benefits from the 
government, despite the widespread use of electronic debit 
cards." I thought, Wow! Finally, an expose of the 60 billion
dollar missile defense scandal. But no, the report was about 
food stamps. 

Ballistic missile defense, or BMD, is promoted today as 
a version of "Star Wars," the impossible dream of Ronald 
Reagan.lt would be an array of early warning satellites, rock
ets, interceptors and radar that would cost $60 billion all over 
again-or more. 

The 1972 Anti-ballistic Missile (ABM) Treaty prohibits 
national missile defenses because they give 
the owner an aggressive advantage in war
time. Because the BMD system would not be 
legal, the U.S. has tried, unsuccessfully, to 
get Russia to abandon the Treaty. 

The President claims he hasn't decided 
to approve the program and is considering: 
the cost; the threat to the U.S.; BMD's tech
nological feasibility; and impact on arms-con
trol treaties (the system's legality). Evidence 
of corporate and Pentagon fraud. and the 
system's threat to civilian control of the mili
tary also merit his consideration. 

Moaey is ao objeet 
The usual $60 billion figure of money spent may be a 

gross underestimation. The New York nmes reported in May 
1999 that, "After decades of flops, S 100 billion in costs and 
sharp rises in political stakes, the Pemagon is trying again. ••• " 
And on Oct. 4, 1999, it said. "The Pentagon has spent about 
$SS billion on missile defense since 1983 and nearly $100 
billion over the last four decades, with relatively little to show 
for it." 

In spite ofhigh-level allegations offtaud and Pentagon 
cover-up, an outright legal prohibition, insurmountable tech
nical problems, harsh international criticism and the com
plete lack of a militaly rationale, this gigantic swindle is being 
given the go-ahead. The weapons contractors are such good 
campaign contributors that the seam is winked at by both 
tnajor political parties. 

Faihlre, fraud aad abase 
In June, S3 House Democrats asked the FBI to investi

gate the anti-missile program for "serious allegations of fraud 
and cover-up." The charges stem from evidence collected by 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology Professor Ted Postol 
who says the BMD organization " ... is most likely attempting 
to illegally use the security and classification system to hide 
waste, fraud, and abuse." Postol's charges came after the 
Pentagon classified as secret his May 11 letter to President 
Clinton. In it he described a major flaw in the BMD program. 

PENTAGON DREAM: 
"Master of Space" 

NEW YORK, NY-The U.S. military explicitly says it 
wants to "control" space to protect its economic inter
ests and establish superiority over the world. 

Several documents reveal the plans. Take "Vision 
for 2020," a 1996 report ofthe U.S. Space Command, 
which "coordinates the use of Army, Navy, and Air Force 
space forces" and was set up in 198S to "help institu
tionalize the use of space." 

The multicolored cover of"VtSion for 2020" shows 
A~lir-""i<n lf;,nnTinii' a: ... ~-i..-~ ~.m~ .. ~ .... A~"' ..... 
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a target below. The report opens with the following: "U.S. 
Space Command-dominating the space dimension of 
military operations to protect U.S. interests and invest· 
ment. Integrating Space Forces into warfighting capa
bilities across the full spectrum of conflict." A century 
ago, "Nations built navies to protect and enhance their 
commercial interests" by ruling the seas, the report notes. 
Now it is time to rule space. 

"The medium of space is the fourth medium of war
fare-along with land, sea, and air," it proclaims on page 
three. "The emerging synergy of space superiority with 
land, sea, and air superiority will lead to Full Spectrum 
Dominance." 

The Air Force publishes similar pamphlets. "Space 
is the ultimate 'high ground,'" declares Guardians of the 
High Frontier, a 1997 report by the Air Force Space Com
mand. Proudly displayed in that report is a Space Com
mand uniform patch and motto: Master of Space. 

-Excerpted fro•Karl a ......... ·~· 
Juaary,l• 

Dr. Postol's letter claimed tbat a crucial flight test in June 
1997 showed that an interceptor missile could never distin
guish incoming weapons from swarms of decoys. The Penta
gon then conspired, Postol alleges, to hide this devastating 
test result. Postol's allegation was based on the w0Ik of Dr. 
Nira Schwartz, a former engineer at the weapons giant TRW, 
who first exposed the fraud in a lawsuit against the company. 
Dr. Schwartz claims that TRW faked its results ofBMD tests, 
as well as reviews of computer programs, and "fired her when 
she protested." TRW denies her accusations. 

Dr. Postol told the New York Tunes that BMD officials 
were "systematically lying about the performance of a weap
ons system that is supposed to defend the people of the 
U.S .•• They've been caught in one outright lie after another." 

Then, as if to prove his point, the Pentagon sent l)e.. 

fense Security Service agents to Postol's office with classi· 
fied documents they said he should read. "I definitely saw 
this as potential for entrapment and intimidation. By showing 
me classified infonnation, they could say I was talking about 
classified infonnation," Postol said. If Postol had agreed to 
read the letter, he said, he would be obliged not to talk about 
its contents, even if they were identical to his previously 
published work. Jennifer Weeks at Harvard's K:ennedy School 
of Government told the Boston Globe, "I think it's plausible 
this was an effort to silence him." 

Skullduggery has hounded the program from early on. 
Congressional investigators found years after the fact, that 
two "positive" tests of anti-missile systems in 1984 and 1991 
had been rigged. The tests-of a forerunner anti-missile pro
gram-tiiled all16 times! 

Tedaaieal problems 
Many of the world's top scientists have declared anti

missile plans unfeasible. In April, a report by the Massachu
setts Institute of Technology Security Studies Program and 
the Union of Concerned Scientists (UCS) said the system 
would not work and that, "It makes no sense to begin deplQy
ment." Fifty Nobel laureates in science signed a scathing 
July 6 letter to President Clinton. The Nobel Prize winners 
said BMD offered "little protection and would do grave harm" 
to national security, and that foes could outwit any such 
attempt at defense. 

The next day, the American Physical Society, the world's 
largest group of physicists with42,000 members, along with 
the Federation of American Scientists and the UCS, jointly 
urged the President to cancel the program regardless of what 
new test results show. 

Although he used the test failures as an argun19nt for 
more funding, even retired four-star Gen. Larry Welch, in two 
Pentagon-sponsored reports to Congress, had to acknowl
edge the inability ofU.S. rockets to identify decoys. 

In June, a U.S. Government Accounting Office report 
added to this fatal flaw that current BMD testing methods 
will always be inadequate, since they can never duplicate 
actual wartime conditions. 

Nuelearwaroa automatic? 
Will a computerized launch-on-warning anti-missile sys

tem usurp control of military action? David Wood in the Se
a«le nmes writes that the cherished Constitutional principle 
that elected civilian leaders are in charge of the military
especially in wartime-"would be overturned by the proposed 
missile-defense system, which would have to react so quickly 
to the threat of incoming warheads that its military operators 
would make the decision to fire." 

The usurpation of war power by the generals or comput
ers in the U.S. Space Command is apparently taken for granted 
by proponents ofBMD. Vice Adm. Herbert Browne, Deputy 
Commander ofU.S. Space Command, told the Seattle nmes, 
"There's not enough time to call back and say, 'Can I shoot?'" 
That decision would fall to the Space Command chief, cur
rently USAF Oen. Ralph Eberhart. "Later the President would 
learn from a phone call that the country had gone to war," the 
Sea«le 7imes said. Of course this is flatly unconstitutional. 

"There's going to have to be special trust and confi
dence placed in the hands of the CINC," Adm. Browne said, 

using the acronym not for the U.S. Commander in Chief, but 
fortheCommanderofSpaceCommand. 

Iateraatioaal oppositioa 
"Vutually all the principal American allies in Europe and 

Asia oppose the missile defense system. They argue that its 
efficacy is unproven .•• " reports the New Yori\ nmes. "Euro
pean allies ... argue against the ••. system because it would kill 
the ABM treaty, which they view as a cornerstone of arms 
control." Calls for the program's cancellation have come from 
Britain, France, Canada, Germany, Denmark and those other 
Most Favored Nations, China and Russia. 

The London-based International Institute for Strategic 
Studies condemned BMD in its annual Strategic Survey May 

4, saying, "The U.S. has had little success in 
convincing its Eutopean critics that its plans 
for [BJMD deployment are needed, sensible or 
useful ... [and] many do not believe the system 
will ever work as intended." 

In Nov. 1999, a UN committee voted S4 to 7 
to oppose any new missile system that "attempts 
to undermine or circumvent the ABM treaty." 
All the members of the European Union either 
voted for the resolution or abstained. Opposi
tion from all these staunch allies bodes ill for a 
program that is dependent upon European help. 
Pentagon chief William Cohen has said, "For 
the anti-missile shield to protect all SO states, at 
a potential cost of $60 billion, it must rely on 

radar stations abroad." 

What threat? 
The theories Congress and the Pentagon use to justify 

BMD have lost all trace of plausibility~ The vilification of 
North Korea for example, has lost its .,ite everywhere but in 
the U.S. This may be because from the President on down, in. 
nearly every official statement regarding BMD, North Korea 
is targeted without question as a "rogue state" or "nation of 
concern" that threatens the United States. The chant goes 
like this: 
tl "The threat ofNorth Korean missile launches is one of the 

Co1llilllld a J1118e 1 

Editorial 

Submarine Disasters 
On Aug. 12, the Russian ballistic missile submarine Kursk 
sank to the bottom of the Barents Sea in the Arctic Circle. As 
with miners trapped underground, or a child fallen down a 
well, gut-wrenching dread of being drowned, asphyxiated, 
frozen or poisoned captivated the world's attention while 
rescue attempts dragged on. It now appears that on-board 
explosions destroyed the forward part of the sub, dooming 
the crew of 118. 

War planners regularly boast that submarines are the 
''most survivable" of nuclear weapons, able to hide from the 
firestonns and radioactive fallout of their own "strategic com
bat." The terrible irony of submarine warships is that while 
they threaten but haven't ignited nuclear holocaust, grue
some accidents have killed hundreds of submariners at sea. 

The Russians say no nuclear weapons are on Kursk, but 
skepticism is in order. The history of radiation disasters shows 
that lying can prevent public uproar and help the nuclear 
industry retain its image of sound science-as with the 1986 
sinking of the Soviet submarine K-219. At the time, both su
perpowers assured the world there was no radioactive con
tamination. "Far at sea, however .•• investigators soon dis
covered the truth: Plutonium ftagments were found on float
ing debris from the sub. One warhead was destroyed by an 
explosion that occurred on the sub when it was sinking," the 
San Francisco Examiner reported in 1996. "As the sub sank 
into deeper, denser water, "other warheads were destroyed 
by the pressure." The missiles' 200 pounds of plutonium 
spread into the sea. The world's worst single incident of plu
tonium contamination was covered up for 10 years. 

The Kursk disaster has been called the second worst in 
submarine history. It is the third. More men died, all 129, 
when the USS Thresher sank near Boston in 1963, but Num
ber One in submarine catastrophes will always be the fleet's 
40-year-long radioactive contamination of the oceans, which 
portends innumerable death and disease. The Russian nuclear 
fleet is decaying into the North Sea, and dozens of decom
missioned U.S. submarine reactors are being discarded in 
shallow trenches at Hanford, Washington in the Columbia 
River Basin. 

Indeed, every submarine warhead, every propulsion re
actor core, and: all their consequent radioactive wastes will 
sink into the ecosphere like the Kursk-unless the people of 
the world bring about radiation containment vigilance as yet 
unpracticed in the nuclear age. -JL 



"this damnable place of death" 
DENVER-Oo the lllOnling of August 6, Carl Kabet, 66, and Bill Sulmlan, 
62, were arrested at Minuteman m nuclear missile silo N-7 in Weld County, 
CO after peacefully assembling on the site-Car) inside the fence in a 
clown suit and Bill outside the fence with a sign caJling for the abolition of 
nuclear weapons. Carl and Bill have been released and face federal tres
pass charges here. Cart also faces parole revocation from a 1984 action. 

Carl, a Catholic priest and member of both the Plowshares Eight and 
the Silo Pruning Hooks disarmament actions, has spent over 14 years in 
prison for anti-war actions. Bill is a longtime peace activist and the direc
tor of Citizens for Peace in Space in Colorado Springs. 

Carl Kabat: "We are fools and clowns for God and humanity's sake. 

Tlte Pfltlljllld.er is the quarterly newsletter of 
Nakewate~. a project of ne Pfotraslve 

Foudatloa, founded in 1979. 

Proarasfve Fondatloa Board of Dlrecton 
Samuel Day, Patricia Ka.oe, Barb K.a1t, 

Bobby King. John LaForge, 
Jeff Peterson & Bonnie Urfer 

Nakewatc~ StllfJ 

We bring bread and wine and a hammer as symbols of life in this damnable 
place of death. The bomb dropped on Hiroshima by the Enola Gay killed 
more than 100,000 people. If we caJculate what 147 bombs could do, each 
20 times as powerful as that original bomb, we come up with a number of 
dead approaching a billion people. All this just from the small portion of 
the nuclear arsenal housed in Colorado!" 

Plwto by John LaF,orge 

Bonnie Urfer, John LaForge, Yvonne Mills, 
Beth Prebeim & Emma Miles 

PtJJIIjllfd.er Voluteen 
Barb K.a1t, Maurice Thaler, Alice McCombs, 

Gait Vaughn & Michacl Sprong Nukswafell af Work 

Bill Sulzmaa: "I have chosen to hold a banner and risk arrest at silo 
N-7 today to express my personal outrage and opposition to Colorado's 
49 Minutemao m missiles, each with three hideous nuclear bombs at
tached. I reached my final decision to act today during my recent visit to 
the Buchenwald concentration camp in Germany. 

Nukewau:h board members Sam Day and Barb K.a1t joined 
an Aug. 4 demonstration at the Pentagon as part of the 
People's Campaign for Nonviolence, a 40-day-Jong se
ries of actions coordinated by the Fellowship of Recon
ciliation. Five people were &JTeSted for a sit-in blockade 
of the south entrance. 

Nukewatcb educates and organizes to 
nonviolently promote an environment 

free of the nuclear industry 
and weapons of mass destruction. 

Wnte.as. Tlte Ptlilljlluln submissioo deadlines: 
Nov. 15, Feb. IS, May IS, Aug. IS 

"When evil reaches a certain level and one is aware of it, it is impos
sible to be an innocent bystander. There is no moral or legal code any
where in the world that justifies the use or threatened use of these mon
strous v.apons and yet, more than 30 years after their insertion into Colo
rado soil. they remain on alert, directing their cargo of mayhem and death 
at some distant point on our planet." 

This summer Nukewatch staff and volunteers also 
presented information at the Midwest Renewable Energy 
Fair in Madison, Wisconsin and at International World 
Peace & Prayer Day in the Black Hills. 

ne Proa,..lve Foaadadoa 
Nakewatc~ 

P.O. Box 6-49, Luct, Wl S48S3 
Phone: (715) 472-4185; Fax: (715) 472-4184 

Emai.l: nukewtcb@win.brigbt.net Check it out: Our web pages have been improving 
tbanb to volWJteers Gail Vaughn and Alice McCombs. 
l\~ pafJC$ ~ oooed at right 

Web: www.nubwlltch.com -&
www.no-cwkea.ols/aubwa:h 

-Cldzna for Peaee la Space 

Utilities Aim Waste at Goshute Nation 
By Bedt Pnbeim 

The fate of ncarl)' half the nation's radioactive waste fuel 
from nuclear power reactors may rest in the bands of 124 
people and a handful of utilities. The Slcull Valley Gosbutes, a 
tiny ttibe in northern Utah, in conjunction with Private Fuel 
Storage (PFS), a consortium of eight utility companies, is 
heading into the last phase of a license process for 
"temporuy" storage of highly radioactive waste. 

PFS wants a 20-year permit, with an option for an 
additional 20 years, to store fuel rods in sealed canisters on 
Goshute land. Canisters from nuclear reactors 8I'OUDd the 
country would be trucked to the Goshute reservation where 
they would be placed outdoors on a concme pad "until they 
could be shipped to a permanent storage facility." Proposed 
storage capacity is set at 44,000 tons. The cost to build, 
operate and decommission the facility is estimated at $3.1 
billion. However, the financial particulars between the ttibe 
and PFS have been discussed only in secret. 

The deal raises thorny issues of environmental racism. 
economic justice, appropriate development, ttibal sovereignty 
and nuclear accident liability. 

PoiDts of view: Skull VaUey Gosbute Tribe 
While some Goshute ttibal members are opposed to the 

project, 85% of the ttibe's eligible voters signed a resolution 
of support. Some ttibal members began doing their homework 
in 1990 and have traveled to Minnesota, Sweden, England 
and Japan to research nuclear waste storage. They are 
convinced that the radioactive waste will be completely 
contained within storage casks. 

The benefit, according to Tribal Chairman Leon Bear, is 
that the additional40-plus full-time jobs is the tribe's sbot at 
prosperity. With few job opportunities available today, only 
200.4 of the 124 enrolled members Jive on the reservation. 

In the face of widening opposition, Goshute tribal 
members who want the facility are raising the issue of 
sovereignty. Leon Bear argues that resistance from the State 
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the state of Utah doesn't look at laws that they have on the 
books," he said. "According to Utah's Constitution, they 
say they won't bother Indian lands." 

Citizens' responses 
Spent fuel rods remain dangerously radioactive for 250,000 

years. People don' t want this stuff in their backyards. 
Proposals for storage sites have met with fierce opposition, 
and this project is no exception. Tribal member Sammy 
Blac.kbear and others have filed suit against the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs (BIA), alleging that it conditionally approved a 
lease without adequate review of the financial Qd 
environmental issues. Blackbear points out, .. The tribe has 
never seen the lease, and it has never voted on the lease." 

Other ttibal groups including the Native American TnDal 
Organization in Utah denounce the Goshute plans and point 
to a grim U.S. history of dumping waste on native lands. 

People from around the region are speaking up at 
hearings, rallies and demonstrations about the potential for 
further environmental contamination in an area which already 
has seven hazardous waste sites. 

If this centralized storage area gets up and running, tens 
of thousands of casks of high-level radioactive waste could 
roll down U.S. highways. Thistransportofradioactivewast.e, 
dubbed "Mobile Chernobyl," is opposed from coast to coast. 

The utility companies 
Nuclear power companies are becoming desperate. Their 

1 03 power reactors are running out of waste storage space. 
For example, Nortbcm States Power (NSP) officials at the Prairie 
lsJand nuclear reactor in Red Wmg, Minnesota say their waste 
storage capacity will be filled by the end of2007. NSP heads 
the PFS consortium. 

Attempts to create a permanent storage site on private 
property (mostly on Indian land) or government land have 
failed. Congress directed the DOE to take possession and 
dispose of private utility waste starting in 1998; it has failed to 
do so. Meanwhile nuclear reactor waste keeps piling up. 

Now available: 
Jail design on 110 Envelopes 

Oflidaldom: Utah & the CHnton AdmiDistration 
Utah Governor Mike Leavitt and U.S. Representatives 

Merrill Cook and Jim Jansen are working feverishly to block 
the Goshute project. Gov. Leavitt points out that if PFS 
eventually goes bankrupt, Utah is left with the mess. 

The Utah Department of Environmental Quality has 
questioned PFS's contingenc:y plans for earthquakes, fires, 
terrorists and other accidents. Utah complains that because 
contract details have been kept secret, it is unclear who will be 
liable for accidents. By creating PFS as a limited liability 
company, the utilities protect themselves legally if something 
goes awry in transport, storage or I'CIIBCiftl of1M-..., .....-e. 

The future of permanent storage is uncertain because the 
President recently vetoed amendments to the Nuclear Waste 
Policy Act. The legislation would have forged ahead with 
permanent storage and taken pressure off the utilities to simply 
shut down their waste producing reactors. The Clinton 
administration also opposes nuclear waste storage at Yucca 
Mountain, Nevada. 

Utah citizens and state officials point out that if no 
permanent waste site is opened, the casks would remain at the 
"temporuy" Goshute site in perpetuity. 

The rest of the story 
More hearings will be held this year. A final decision by 

the Nuclear Regulatory Commission is expected in 2001. Since 
the state of Utah will appeal any licensing approval, the matter 
will likely end up in federal court. 

In the meantime, U.S . households and businesses 
continue to consume electricity at ever-increasing rates. While 
renewable energy businesses provide alternatives to nuclear 
power and improved efficiency in electrical devices, their 
products are not widely promoted. Many U.S. citizens find 
alternatives inconvenient and consider conservation equal to 
self-denial. an attitude with toxic and carcinogenic results
tons of radioactive waste. 
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with U.S. Postal Service 33-cent stamp 
depicting a U.S. hunter killer submarine. 

Stamp Out the Nuclear Navy 
Photo by Douglas McArtlnu, N01ional Jletermu Organizallon Web Site 

Billboards Tell It Like It Is 
The Natioaal Vetuaas Orpatzation bu laDDdled a billboard campaip 
to dileou.rage people from eolbtiq iD tbe milituy. Billboanb bave gone 
ap iD Texas and New Mesko. Tbe groap, witb plalu for ads across tbe 

To order, send check to: 
Nukewatch 
P.O. Box649 
luck, Wl 54853 

COIID....,, wu ·---t to actioa by pievuea overveterus' benefita. For h 
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Alter Reactors Close, Iafaat Health Improves 

NEW YORK-A ground-breaking study has concluded tbat 
in the first two years after nuclear power reactors close, in
fant death rates fall 15 to 20 percent from the previous two 
years. The New York-based Radiation and Public Health 
Project (RPHP) investigated infant mortality around five 
nuclear power reactors in the U.S. The results have been 
reported in no less than five scientific journals, but may not 
have been noted in your local paper, especially if it buys 
nuclear power. Children are 10 to 20 times more radiosensitive 
than adults, and those living near reactors have already been 
shown to suffer increased cancer incidence. Huge quantities 
of radioactive strontium-90, cesium-137 and iodine-131 are 
produced by operating reactors, which release allowable 
amounts of these poisons into the air and water. Radioactive 
gases krypton-85 and xenon-133 are legally vented as well, 
and they decay into other radioactive poisons. 

The Rancho Seco reactor near Sacramento, CA closed in 
1989. The RPHP found tbat newly diagnosed cases ofleuke
mia and can®r, birth defects and infant mortality continued 
to drop for the first seven years after closure. Infant death 
rates actually rose during the first two years ofRancho Seco 's 
operation. An estimated 42 million people live downwind of 
the 103 operating U .S. reactors. 

The study group, headed by the eminent Dr. Emest 
Sternglass, has called on the U.S. Nuclear Regulatoey Com· 
mission (NRC) to immediately begin taking health effects into 
consideration when renewing nuclear power reactor licenses. 
By 2003, more than 24 nuclear reactors at more than a dozen 
sites in the U.S. will request extension of their 40-year operat· 
ing licenses. 

-Radiation and Public Health Project, April 19, 2000. 

U.S. H-bomb Target List StiD Growiag 

LONDON-The number of targets that the Pentagon claims 
it must be able to destroy with H-bombs has grown 20% in 
the last five years-from 2,500 to 3,000. Bruce Blair, a former 
Minuteman missile launch control officer and current presi· 
dent of the Center for Defense Information, reports that ac· 
cordiag to top militaJ:y officials in Strategic Command, most 
of the targets-about 2,260 so-called vital sites-ere in RUS<
sia. ''There are also many hundreds of secondaey targets in 
China, Iran, Iraq and North Korea tbat have weapons as
signed to them," Blair says, warning that unless the list is 
reduced, the military will be able to thwart fUrther arms reduc
tion treaties. -The Guardian, June 16,2000. 

Radioactive Scrap Metal Fight 

WASHINGTON-The DOE has temporarily halted its sales 
of surface-contaminated radioactive scrap metal. The order 
stops the sale of some 15,000 tons of steel, aluminum, copper 
and nickel from machinery and tom down buildings at closed 
H-bomb production sites. (The DOE halted sales of internally 
contaminated scrap metal back in Jan1J81Y.) The DOE's action 
came after the Steel Manufacturers Association-and other 
critics of the program-reported 50 incidents where radioac
tivity levels in scrap metal shipments were above limits set by 
the NRC. The DOE can't say how much radioactive metal has 
already been sold, but the DOE wants to sell about 30,000 
tons of the waste annually over 20 years. When sold to pri
vate buyers-tens of thousands of tons already have-the 
metals can end up in everything from hip replacements to 
food containers. 

The NRC is presently considering revising upward the 
maximum allowable contamination level for radioactive scrap. 
Critics have an uphill battle against a nuclear industey that 
says some radiation doses can be harmless. 

-Milwatdree Journal-Sentinel, MSNBC, & AP, July 14,2000 

Radiatioa Exposure Staadards Reaftil'lled 

UNITED NA110NS-Adraftreport by the UN Scientific Com
mittee on the Effects of Atomic Radiation (UNSCEAR), finds 
that there is no scientific basis to discard the Linear Non
Threshold model of radiation effects. UNSCEAR chairman 
Lars-Brik Holm reports that "It is not scientifically valid to 
equate the absence of a statistically observable effect at low 
doses with the absence of risk." With this finding, UNSCEAR 
reganls mdiation guilty until proven innocent. The Linear Non
Threshold hypothesis assumes tbat any additional exposure 
to radiation leads to an equivalent additional risk of cancer. 
This safety standard is now under threat in the U.S., the U.K. 
and elsewhere by industrialists who wish to reduce costs by 
claiming that low doses of radiation are not barmftd. 

-WISE News COIIfllllllliqu4 #531, June 9, 2000. 
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Nasal Radiatioa Pateats Treated Like Rats 

ALBUQUERQUE-Bxperimental nasal treatments using ra
dioactive radium exposed as many as 2.6 million north Ameri
cans to far more radiation than previously estimated. The 
radium patients have already been shown to be more likely 
than others to develop cancer, and many complain of thyroid 
disorders, headaches, brittle teeth and miscarriages. Now the 
National Institute of Standards and Technology, with a grant 
from the Centers for Disease Control, has found tbat radia
tion exposures from the radium-tipped applicators were "30 
to 40010 higher than the best previously available estimates." 
Stewart Farber, a physicist and director of the Vermont-based 
Radiation Experiment Assessment Project, says the subjects 
gotex1remely high internal doses, ranging fiom 2,000 to l 0,000 
rads. Farber said an exposure of 2,000 rads is roughly the 
same as 200,000 dental X-rays. The experiments-conducted 
in the '50s and '60s-began in the military but were later 
aimed at children with ear and adenoid problems. 

-The Albuquerque 'lribune, June 27, 2000. 

More Evideace of Low-dose Radiatioa Hazards 

LONDON-Workers exposed to allowable doses of radia
tion at uranium processing jobs run an increased risk of de
veloping lung cancer two decades later, according to a study 
commissioned by British Nuclear Fuels, Ltd. 

David McGeoghegan from Westlakes Scientific Consult
ing in Cumbria has found a link between radiation and lung 
cancers at the Springfields uranium fuel fabrication factoey 
in Lancashire. McGeoghegan analyzed health records of 
19,500 people employed at the site between 1946 and 1995 
and discovered that workers exposed to higher levels of ra
diation suffered more lung cancers. In all, 225 people were 
diagnosed with the disease. None of the victims were shown 
to have received more than state-sanctioned low-dose expo
sures to radiation. 

The association between dose and disease only becomes 
statistically significant 20 years after the dose was received, 
McGeoghegan says. He thinks it's possible tbat radiation 
caused some of the cancers, but points out tbat the doses 
recorded are based solely on measurements of radiation out
-side the body. He now plans to analyze radioactivity levels in 
the workers' lungs. -New Scientist, July 8, 2000. 

Caacer Lateacy Seea by U.S. Appeals Court 

LOS ANGELES-Radiation leaks from the San Onofte reac
tor may have caused cancers years later. So when a federal 
judge refused to explain to the juey the law of causation in 
cancer cases, he gave the reactor operator an unlawful de
fense and gave the victims an impossible burden to prove. 
Southern California Bdison ran the San Onofte reactor from 
1984-1987 using defective fuel rods that caused radiation 
leaks both inside the facility and off site. The NRC fined the 
owners $100,000. Joe Kennedy brought suit against the com
pany in 1996 claiming the radiation caused the cancer death 
of his wife Ellen at age 43. Ellen Kennedy died of chronic 
myelogenous leukemia, a rare cancer linked almost exclusively 
to radiation exposure. The ~ U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals 
reversed a lower court judgment and ordered anew trial. The 
trial court had instructed the juey that Kennedy had the bur
den of proving which dose of radiation caused the cancer. 
"The law in California recognizes tbat with cancer, no expert 
can sort out which particular ray of radiation initiated the 
lethal process. This is especially true since cancer takes 7-l 0 
years to develop after exposure," said attorney Suzelle Smith 
who represented Kennedy. 

-Communication Art Forms, July 31,2000. 

Welders Face X-ray Maaslaughter Charges 

CAIRO-Eight people have been charged with manslaugh
ter and negligence after they discarded highly radioactive 
iridium at their construction site. The owner and seven em
ployees of a welding company face up to life in prison for 
leaving behind the iridium used to X-ray welds made for a 
natural gas pipeline. The iridium was found and taken home 
by Hassan Fadel Hassan who thought it might be valuable. 
Hassan, 60, and his nine-year-old son later died of radiation 
sickness, and his whole family was contaminated, 

-AP, July 26, 2000. 

Los Alamos Workers Poisoaed with Plutoaium 

LOS ALAMOS,NM-Eightworlcersatthe DOE'sl..osAJamos 
National Laboratory were exposed to the plutonium.-238 they 
were manipulating Man:h 16. The plutonium leaked from a 
normally airtight glovebox. Of the eight, seven inhaled some 
airborne plutonium and four began receiving medical treat
ment. Those four, the DOE said, had likely exceeded the an-

nual radiation exposure limit of5,000 millirem. However, this 
allowed exposure normally refers to external doses. Pluto
nium-238, which is used to build tiny generators for militaJ:y 
and civilian applications, is 280 times more radioactive than 
the isotope used to build nuclear weapons-plutonium-239. 
Tests on the others indicated no need for treatment, the DOE 
said, adc:ling of course, "No plutonium was released to the 
environment as a result of the incident." DOE officials were 
"developing a plan" for reentering the contaminated rooms. 

-DOE News, July 24, 2000; Reulers, March 17, 2000. 

Germaay, 'lilrkey, Sweden to Scrap Nuclear 
Power; Chiaa Halts Reactor Imports 

BONN-Cbancellor Gerhard Schroeder announced that Ger
many will gradually shut down its 19 nuclear power reactors, 
over the next 32 years. Under the Green Party initiative, Ger
many becomes the fitst leading economic power to officially 
renounce nuclear power. (Australian Broadcasting Corp., June 
15, 2000) ANKARA-Turkish Prime Minister Bulent Ecevit 
announced the cancellation of a controversial nuclear reac
tor that was proposed to be built on Turkey's Mediterranean 
coast. In a stunning front-page interview in the Turkish daily 
Milliyet, the Prime Minister said, "The world is abandoning 
nuclear power." And in his public announcement, Bcevit em
phasized tbat Turkey would focus on energy conservation 
and invest in natural gas and hydroelectricity, as well as solar 
and wind generation. (Nuclear Awareness Project, July 24, 2000) 
STOCKHOLM-Swedish energy authorities will close a sec
ond of12 nuclear reactors on schedule, in compliance with a 
1980 referendum to phase out nuclear power." A shutdown is 
central if the Swedish ecological targets are to be met," the 
energy authority said. (Reuters, Aug. 8, 2000) BBUING--China 
has declared a moratorium on new nuclear reactor orders for 
the next three to four years. If the ban is extended indefinitely, 
it could mark the beginning of the end for U.S. reactor build
ers whose sales have dried up at home. If lifted, the Chinese 
could become the largest market in the world for nuclear reac
tors. -chl'istian Science Monitor, July 21, 2000. 

Mock Nuelear Waste Cask on Tour 
Members ofCitizenAlertbave gone on tour with a mock 
high-level nuclear waste transportation cask. Since June 
they've been parking the "Mobile Chemobyl" in front 
ofhoraries, civic events, county fairs and festivals. Be
sides raising awareness among local citizens, organiz
ers strategize to prevent nuclear waste from coming to 
Yucca Mountain, NV. The Cask is set to be at the Carson 
City Nevada Day parade Oct. 28. For info or to schedule 
an event call: (775) 827-4200. 

Resources 

* CARD, Citizens for Alternatives to Radioactive Dumping. 144 
Harvard SE, Albuquerque, NM 87106; (505) 266-2663 .. 
* Citizea Alert, P.O. Box 17173, Las Vegas. NV 89114. 
* Citizeu for Peaee ia Spaee, P.O. Box 915, Co1o. Springs, 
C080901; (719)389-0644; orinDenver: (303)986-1773; Email 
: <bsulzman@juno.com>. 
* Commaaieatloa Art Forms. Los Angeles, CA (310) 836-
8355; Email: <katpinckert@earthlink.net>. 
* Resoarees for Trideat resisten: A series of papers on 
Trident, ballistic missile programs and nuclear policy published 
by the Pacific Life Research Center are available on inquiry from 
at(408)248-1815 or <janbob1@aceesscom.com>. 
• For Motller Eartll Iat'l; Maria Hendrikaplein 5, 9000 Gent, 
Belguim; Email: <intemational@fonnotherearthorg>. 
• GloiW Network Apilllt Weapou ud Nadear Power ia 
Space, P.O. Box 90083, Gainesville, FL 32607 (352) 337-9274. 
Email: <globalnet@mindpring.com>. 
* Iat'l Peace Bureaa, 17-19 Place de 1' Argonne 75019 Paris. 
* Loaves~ ;"~C;;u;;;!!}'. 1712 E. Jefferson St., Duluth, 
MN 55812; (218) 724-20S4 or (218) 728-0629. 
• Naelellr Awareaea Project, P.O. Box 104, Uxbridge, Ontario, 
Canada L9P Im6; (905) 852-0571, <nucaware@web.ca>. 
* N•elear lafonaatioa A Relo•ree Service-S£, P.O. Box 
7586, AsheviUe, North Carolina 28802; (828) 251-2060, fax.: 
828-236-3489 <nirs.se@mindspring.co>. 
• Radiatloa ud Publie Healtll Project. 302 W. 86th St., Suite 
11~ New York, NY 10024; (212)496-6787, 
<www.radiation.org> 
*Sl•adallai Network, 5007 Blmhurst lane, Las Vegas, NV; 
Email: <shundahai@shundahai.org> <www.shundahai.org> 
(702) 647-3095. 
• U.S. Campaip to Free M. Vuaaa, 2206 Fox, Madison. WI 
53711; (608) 257-4764; Email: <samday@chonJs.com>. 
* War Resisten Leape, 339 Lafayette St., New York, NY 
10012; (212) 228-0450; Email: <wrl@igc.org>. 
*WISE N-. Co,.lllllflll (World Information Service on 
Energy), P.O. Box, 59636, 1040 LC Amsterdam, The Nether
lands; Email: <wiseamster@antnl>. 
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Silence Trident 
Continued from cover JHIIe 
bad warrants for previous ELF actions and was 
ordered to .serve three 60-day sentences. Barb 
was released after the judge determined there 
was no cause to hold her or charge her with a 
crime. 

I posted the bond and returned home to 
Ana1hoth Community Farm. On June 28, we were 
visited by federal agents investigating the case. 
We were told at that time that the chatges were 
so slow in coming because Ashland County 
District Attorney Michael Gableman was press
ing the feds to take the case. 

On July 5, Gableman filed a formal criminal 
complaint charging Bonnie and me with inten
tional damage to property, a Class D Felony. On 
July 31, I appeared in Ashland County District 
Court for the first time since our bond hearing. 
Bonnie was to appear by video from the jail, but 
did not due to a scheduling mix-up on the part 
of jail staff. Judge Baton presided at the bear
ing. which was briefbecause Mr. Gableman in
dicated that he was still twisting the U.S. 
Attorney's arm to take the case. 

Judge Eaton. appearing somewhat impa
tient with the delay caused by jurisdictional 
wrangling between the state and federal pros
ecutors. declared that until a decision was made 
about which agency would ultimately prosecute 
the case against us, he would adjourn the hear
ing. Eaton concluded by ordering the parties to 
appear in Ashland County District Court on Au
gust 28 for a preliminary hearing, that is unless 
federal charges come. 

Notable in all of this is the fact that Mr. 
Gableman chose not to pursue the charge of 
sabotage. This is undoubtedly because the State 
has been unable to win convictions on sabo
tage charges against ELFffrident disarmers. 
(See story on this page: "Early Pole Cutters ... ") 

So we wait, prepare for a possible federal 
trial, and organize to continue the effort to per
manently disarm ELFffrident. 

The response to our appeal for support has 
been generous. Thanks to all of the ftiends and 
family who have sent money to help with ex
penses, worked to spread the word of the ac
tion. and offered sentiments of love and sup
port. Thanks to all the attorneys who are on the 
case in our defense. Last, but not least, thanks 
to all the nonviolent direct nuclear disarmers-
and their loved ones-who have gone before 
us. Thanks for lighting the way. 

Ongoing actions at ELF 
On June 25, the day after Silence Trident. a 

dozen folks showed up at the ELF transmitter 
site for a solidarity action. Two women. Plow
shares 2000 activist Annika Spalde from Swe
den and Kate Berrigan, youngest child of Liz 
McAlister and Phil Berrigan. were jailed and 
charged with trespassing after they entered ELF 
property to deliver the same indictment carried 
by us on Saturday. 

Annika and Kate were abruptly released at 
11:30 p.m. Annika appeared inAshland County 
Court on August 1 to face the charge against 
her, was found guilty of trespass and fined 
$212.00. Sherefusestopaythefine. 

To celebrate "Interdependence Day" Sara 
Amdt ofLena, Wisconsin. and Gait Vanghn of 
Ferryville, WISCOnsin. entered onto Project ELF 
property on July 4. They were arrested. charged 
with trespass and briefly jailed in Ashland At 
an Aug. 1 court appearance they were convicted 
and sentenced to a $212.00 fine or 60 days in 
jail 

Since 1991, 544 trespass citations have been 
issued at the Wisconsin Project ELF site. 

Nonviolent resistance to Project ELF con
tinues with a planned retreat and action this fall 
in honor of Mahatma Gandhi and St Francis of 
Assissi. See back eover for more information. 
We hope to see you there. 

Mlc#lul Sprong is 11 CIJI#Iollc Worker from 
Mlll'ion, SD. 
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Politics of the Heart 
Stlllement by Bonnie Urfer 

A couple of summers ago I stood on the northern shore of 
France at Omaha Beach looking down on the broad area where a 
battle of World War ll took place. I tried to imagine what it was 
like to jump off a boat with little chance ofsmvival, with bombs 
and bullets flying everywhere and I thought about the injustice 
of war. Later I visited the nearby U.S. cemetery with endless 
rows of crosses marking the graves of the dead, and I cried It 
was impossible for me not to think of the women-the mothers 
of those buried so far from home and the further injustice of my 

government taking these children into slaughter. I looked on the 
overwhelming number of unidentified markers and felt grief for 
the families that never knew where to go to mourn the loss of a 
son. And I knew that war is wrong. 

I received an invitation to speak in Dubuque in April of this 
year at an event offering balance to the glory given the man in 
town who piloted the plane that dropped the first Atomic bomb 
on Hiroshima. 

Before I spoke, a graphic video was shown to the audience 
documenting the horror resulting from the dropping of that 
nuclear bomb. I saw bumed bodies on the ground, and the liv
ing dead condemned to suffer for hours or days as their skin fell 
off their bones. I saw the wreckage of what bad once been a 

huge city. I saw shadows on walls where once people 
stOod but were incinerated by the heat of the blast. I saw 
people in shock walking in search of family, water, help
and I knew again that war is wrong. 

After viewing the video I felt overwheJmed with grief at 
what this country bad done and deeper grief at our readi
ness and willingness to do it again-today, tomorrow and 
every minute of every day--and then I had to get up to 
speak. Instead of spewing words denouncing nuclear 
weapons I stood in front of the audience and in my heart
ache, cried. 

There are politics of war and then there are politics of 
the heart. I oppose war because my sorrow, compassion, 
hope and yearning for wisdom is more powerful than the 
words and rhetoric that attempt to justify the terror of 
war. 

"The joy of resistance shares the strength of the trees, the wonder 
of the ftowera, the power of the sun and the life In the sea." Bonnie 
Urfer, long-time Nukewatch staffer and eo-director, drew this piece 
In the overcrowded WOII\en•s cell block of Ashland County jail, 
we.ere she's been held since the June 24 Silence Trident action. 

For twenty years I have actively been working to cre
ate an environment free of the threat of nuclear war, which 
has the very real potential to destroy all life. I do this work 
because no one--anywhere-deserves to be threatened 
with annihilation. I do it because I'm a citizen of the coun
try most likely to commit, once again. nuclear genocide. I 
do it because the very existence of the nuclear weapons 
factories and their radioactive wastes are poisoning lives 
now and will for the next 1,000 generations. I do it be
cause I believe life is enchanting and sacred. I do it be
cause I should and because I can. 

Early Pole Cutters Comment on Citizen's Disarmament 
The Silence Trident disarmament was just the latest of 70 Plow
shares actions that have damaged nuclear weapons or their control 
and delivery systems and turned "swords into plowshares." It is 
also the fifth time that ELF poles have been downed by anti-war 
activists bent on creation-of a world free of nuclear weapons. 

Nukewatch asked the earlier Trident/ELF disarmers to reflect 
on the impact of their actions. What do they think of having en
dured heavy prison sentences? Did their disarmament actions help 
challenge the courts and build the peace movement? 
.IN1985,COILEGETEACHERTOMHASTINGS,Maple, Wl,cut 
one of the poles at the Republic, Michigan ELF site. He was sen
tenced to two weeks in jail and a year of probation. Tom joined 
Donna Howard in cutting three poles at the Wisconsin site on Earth 
Day, 1996. Tom & Donna were acquitted of sabotage, but convicted 
of damage to property. Tom-sentenced to a year in prison and 
three years parole--spent five months in jail, three months in state 
prison. six months on electronic monitor and three years on parole. 

Tom: "All plowshares actions serve notice to the local resis
tance-national and international too--that there's an issue so se
rious and compelling that people are willing to risk long prison sen
tences. When someone is so committed to resisting an evil, people 
are moved to consider the subject. Taking on the risk of prison may 
reawaken interest that may be dormant. and it can create new inter
est that may never have been there. 

"Our d;minai court work needs to go hand-in-glove with civil 
court action. like the way Treaty Rights were retrieved. To instigate 
civil proceedings [against nuclear weapons builders and operators 1 
could work for the disarmament movement." 
• PEACE AND LABORACTIVIST JEFF LEYS, Greenfield, WI, 
took a notch out of an ELF pole at the Wisconsin site in 1985, 
requiring its replacement. and was convicted of destruction of prop
erty. He did five months in jail and another 18 months in state prison. 

Jeff: "I think [prison witnesses] have the potential to feed into 
a broader movement. It depends on how you go into prison: indi
vidually or with three or four others, or are you 'going in' with a 
broader community. The latter can help build a movement Not only 
did I get mail from people involved, but from high school and col
lege people initially exploring the issues. 

"These days with less activity going on. the importance of a jail 
witness is to say: 'Surprise! The issue is still urgent' As for court. 
I'm not one who advocates the international law defense. Look at 
the sanctions against Iraq and NATO's war on Yugoslavia. The UN 
imposed them and international law is dirtied by that. I question 

how well we can use international law." 
• PEACE ACTIVIST DONNA HOWARD, Duluth, MN, was sen
tenced to a year in prison and three years parole for the Earth Day 
1996 action. She served eight months in jail, three months in state 
prison and eight months on electronic monitor. 

Donna: "I know I would never have done it if not for the wit· 
ness of others who had made the sacrifice. So the impact is ·deeply 
personal. I learned that from the hundreds of letters sent by people 
who'd heard our story. These actions build the popular movement 
at a level ofless risk-they move people to write, maybe cross a line 
they perhaps wouldn't have otherwise. They get people moving •.• 

"I think the impact [on the legal system] is positive. We can 
point out successes like Greenock [1999 Trident Plowshares acquit
tal in Britain] and others. The accumulation of successful court 
cases allows us to go forward and build a legal case of more and 
more depth to force courts to take it more seriously. The trial wit
ness has an incalculable effect on judges, prosecutors, witnesses, 
juries and observers--all of whom can be transformed by the expe
rience, can use the lessons later and bring the argument to others." 
• IN 1987, CARPENlER GEORGE OSTENSEN, Lincolnville, ME. 
cut down three poles at the Wisconsin site, notched others and cut 
several ground wires. He hammered on ground-well boxes as well, 
before going to the Terminal Control Center where he spray-painted 
"Tridentl/i,ELF is in violationoflntemational Law and God's Law." 
Charged with two separate counts of sabotage, George was con
victed of one and acquitted of the other and served 33 months in 
state prison. 

George: "On the legal front. the jury acquitted me of the pole
cutting charge. We got a lot of information out in that trial. The jury 
heard a lot of material and stayed out three hours. 

"In my experience in jail, the mail came from an awful lot of 
people. People who may not want to do the same, but who are 
supportive because they know the violence of the system •.• The 
plowshares action exposes that. 

"By taking individual responsibility for institutional violence, 
you open the door for real change. Our culture teaches folks to sit 
back in denial, to take no responsibility for global climate change, 
pollution. nuclear weapons •••• [Plowshares] is the best way we've 
found to show people were the responsibility lies and to take indi· 
vidual responsibility for the crimes of our government. We need to 
expose the fact that the issue is about responsibility and that. under 
Nuremberg, we can't sit idly by like good Germans and wait for 
government to stop the insanity." -JL 
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When Faith and Law 
Are in Coincidence 
Stlllm~D~t by Mldul Spro11g 

They will beat their swords Into plowshares and their spears 
into pruning hooks. Narion will not tau up sword against 
notion, nor will they train for war anymore. (Isaiah 2:4 NIV) 

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called [chil
dren] of God. (Matthew 5:9 NIV) 

There is in neither customary nor conventional international 
law any specific aulhorizalion of the threat or use of nuclear 
weapom. (ugality of the Threat or Use of Nuclear Weapons, 
lntemalionalCourtofJustic:e,AdvisoryOpiDionofJuly8,1996.) 

Conscience and an obligation to prevent the crime of 
nuclear genocide and to defend the health and safety of resi
dents in and around Asbland County, Wisconsin compel me to 
act on this 2411 day of June in the year 2000. I perform this act of 
disarmament to enflcsh Isaiah's prophecy of a disarmed world, 
to follow Christ's example of universal love, and to comply with 
universally recognized humanitarian Jaw. 

The U.S. Navy's Project ELF transmitter is an essential 
component of the first-strike Trident nuclear weapon system. 
Deep in the ocean, Trident submarines lurk. waiting for Project 
ELF to signal the start of Armageddon. The submarine-based 
Trident nuclear weapon system---the most costly and deadly 

Nukewatch photo 
alltruil ~ol Moo¥ bung near the ELF pot•. 

Silence Trident Poster 
A commemorative Silence Trident poster based on 
the banner d•lgn Is at the prlntera thanks to artist 
and friend, Amy Wllson. Available for $7 (shipping 
Included). Send ordera and money to: Trident 
Resistance Network-Midw•t, P.O. Box 373, Luck, Wl 
64853. Phone: (715) 472..4184. 

weapon system in history-Qilrics missiles armed with war
heads that collectively have the destructive equivalent of 
85,245 Hiroshima bombs. 

It is a simple act: using llll ordinaly bow saw to begin 
interrupting the sequence necessary for ELF ffrident to 
tlueaten all of creation with annihilation. That sequence in
cludes the acquiescence of U.S. citizens. Today I act to end 
my part in the crime of tbreaten.i.ng to use weapons of mass 
destruction against civilians 8Dd the earth. 

It is a simple act, but its implications are awesome. Like 
Martin Luther King, Jr., I believe that nonviolent direct action 
is a reasonable course wbcn ~other option of petitioning 
the government for redress of grievances has failed. Acting to 
disann ELF!frident is not only appropriate, but is the only 
reasonable alternative left to citizens who are convinced that 
weapons of mass destruction are illegal and immoral. 

From the moment I became aware of nuclear weapons, I 
knew they were immoral and a threat to all humanity. I saw the 
pictures taken after the bombing ofHiroshima-images ofheU 
on earth.- As I grew in Christian faith to become a conscien
tious objector to war in all its forms, the study of what reli
gious leaders have to say about nuclear weapons, war and 
violence became a primacy endeavor. I tead the U.S. Catholic 
Bishops' condemnation of nuclear weapons and deterrence, I 
read the document "In Defense of Creation" produced by the 
United Methodist Church, Minnesota Conference. I studied 
these and other published theological, spiritual, and educa
tional materials on the heresy of war, particularly as it applies 
to nuclear weapons. From that study. 1 came to believe that 
war and the possession and planned use of nuclear weapons 
are in direct opposition to God's will for humanity and aD of 
creation. 

In recent years., have come to learn that my faith is in 
coincidence with international and domestic laws that pro
hibit the threat or use of weapons that kill indiscriminately. 
Even the Law of Armed Conflict, to which the U.S. armed 
forces are bound, is designed to "limit the effects of armed 
conflict." Additionally, I learned that according to the U.S. 
Constitution, treaties, compacts, and conventions signed by 
U.S. presidents and ratified by the U.S. Senate are the su-

Nukewateh photo 

Bonnle and Mlcll•l apnay-tN~Inted the word 
•Nuremberg• on one of the pol• to 
elgnlfy cltlzen'e rMpon•lblllty to Intervene 
when govemmanta violate International 
law. They also tacked documents to the 
pole Including a citizens' Indictment (aee 
below), a criminal complaint against ELF/ 
Trident, a statement on why nuclear 
weapons are Illegal and a t.ctsheet about 
Trident/ELF. 

"The '-et that tha Defendant ~ed pursuant 
to order of hla Government of reaponalble 
offlc/ala In Government Departmanta ahell 
not be conalderad aa freeing them from 
reapons/b/1/ty ••. " 

-Provlelon of the Nuremberg Prlnclpl .. 

preme law of the land (Article VI of the U.S. Constitution) and 
therefore are domestic law. I have come to believe that all those 
treaties, compacts, and conventions bind all U.S. citizens: in
cluding President Clinton, Trident submarine commanders, 
judges, and myself. Those agreements include, but are not 
limited to: Hague Convention IV of 1907, Respecting the Laws 
and Customs of War on Land and Annex Tbcreto; Geneva 
Protocol for tbe Prohibition of Use in War of Asphyxiating, 
Poisonous or Other Oases and of Bacteriological Methods of 
Warfare of 1925; Geneva Convention Relative to the Protec
tion ofCiviliaos in Tune ofWarof 1949. 

Urgent health and safety concerns also compel me to act. 
Project ELF has not been proven safe for the people and envi
ronment in and around Asbland County. According to Chief 
U.S. District Judge Barbara Crabb, the U.S. Navy studies on 
the safety of Project ELF are contradictory and inconclusive. 
After reading research on electromagnetic field9-like the one· 
produced by Project ELF-and their effects on organisms, I 
have come to believe that Project ELF represents an imminent 
threat to people and the environment. 

Even after the end of the Cold War, the world is plagued 
by the existence of nearly 30,000 nuclear bombs. Nuclear weap
ons are portable "death camps" waiting to be delivered to their 
victims. Throughout my life, I have heard the occasional ques
tioning: "Why didn' t more German citizens do something to 
stop the Holocaust?" My hope is that by acting now, in this 
time when we continue to careen toward disaster from nuclear 
proliferation, it will help turn the tide to real security by pro
moting nuclear disarmament. I hope that in the future the chil
dren will not ask. "How could so many people know about 
these most deadly weapons and do nothing to stop it?" Re
gardless of the immediate outcome of this action, I'm trustios 
that rn be on the right side of histol)'. 

I wiU destroy your imagrs and all tht strmd pillars in your land. 
lbu shaH no longrr bow be.frn things 1fJGT own IHmds mtldt. 

I wiD pun down tht SDaed polts in your land 
and dtmo6sh yoor blootkpattmd altllrs. 

-Mkab5:1J.l4 

CRIMINAL INDICTMENT OF PROJECT ELF 
The People of Wisconsin, the United States of America, and the World 

Vs. 
William J. Clinton, President of the United States; William Cohen, U.S. Secretary 
of Defense; Admiral Richard Hies, Commander in Chief-u.s. Strategic Command; 
Richard Danzig, u.s. Secretary of the Navy; Jldniral Jay L. Johnson, u.s. Navy Chief 
of Naval Operations; Timothy J. Ward, Technical Director-Project ELF, Clam Lake, 
WI; Dr. Bahman Atefi, President-Illinois Institute of Technology Research Insti· 
tute. 

The Charqea 
We, the undersigned, allege that the Officers and Directors of Project ELF, 

Ashland County, Wisconsin, and their Coamanders: 
Did conspire to commit Crimes Against Peace, War Crimes and Crimes Against 

Humanity in violation of the Nuremberg Charter, 59 Stat 1544, E.A.S. No.472; did 
cOIIIIlit or conspire to ccmnit acts in violation of Article 2 of the· UN Charter; the 
Hague Convention IV, Respecting The Laws and Customs of War on Land and Annex 
Thereto; and the Geneva Convention Relative to the Protection of Civilians in Time 
of War; and 

Did conspire to commit offenses prohibited by law in violation of Wisconsin 
Statute 939.31 and 18 use 371; did act with reckless endangeiment in violation of 
Wisconsin Statute 941. 30; and did conspire to commit first degree inte.ntional 
homicide in violation of Wisconsin Statutes 939.31 and 940.01. 

The Violation• 
The Officers and Directors of Project ELF and their Caumanders: 
Did agree and conspire to transmit signals to Trident submarines for the 

purpose of preparing to use subllarine-launched Trident I and II missiles equipped 
with nuclear warheads, totaling 1,065,600 kilotons of explosive power, in an 
offensive attack; 

Did a9ree and conspire with specific intent to wage a nuclear war in violation 
of international treaties, agreements and assurances; and 

Did agree and conspire to subject civilians to firestorms and uncontrollable 
radiation poisoning; to subject human beings to torturous death and unnecessary 
suffering; to wantonly destroy cities, towns and villages; and to cause widespreed 
and severe long-term damage to the environment. 
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Technical Manag~t and C011111and of Project BLI'/Tric:t.nt 
a . Project KLI' - ClAa :r.Jte, 1fi 

The primary contractor for management of the Clam Lake, WI u.s. Navy Project ELF 
site is the Manufacturing Technology Information Center, a Department of Defense 
information analysis center sponsored by the Defense Technical Information Center 
and operated by the Illinois Institute of Technology Research Institute (IITRI), 
located in Chicago, IL. The President of IITRI is Dr. Bahman Atefi. The on-site 
technical director for the Clam Lake, MI Project ELF facility is Timothy J. Ward. 

On-site command of the Clam Lake, NI Project ELF facility is provided by a 
detachment of o.s. Navy Personnel. Operational camoand of the entire ELF cOIIIIIuni
cation system is under O.S. Navy Chief of Naval Operations Jldniral Jay L. Johnson. 
Admiral Johnson is the senior military officer of the Department of the Navy, a 
member of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and is responsible to u.s. Navy Secretary 
Richard Danzig. Navy secretary Danzig is accountable to u.s. Secretary of Defense 
William Cohen who is appointed by O.S. President William J. Clinton. 

b. c~ of 'l'ric:t.nt Weapon SJ•U. 
The entire fleet of Trident sul:marines is under the CCIIIIIand of the United States 

Strategic Command (STRAT<n4), headquartered at Offutt Air Force Base, Bellevue, 
Nebraska. The CQ!mander in Chief of STRA~ is Jlaniral Richard w. Hies. STRATCaol 
has responsibility for all u.s. Air Force and u.s. Navy strategic nuclear forces. 

It is fran STRAT<XM headquarters that Trident sui:JDarines would receive order!t
via Project ELF-to surface. After surfacing, Trident sublla.rine coamanders would 
receive orders-via a more conventional communication system-from STRATCCif to 
fire their nuclear-armed missiles at selected targets. Of course, the COI!IIIander in 
chief of STRATCOH is accountable to Secretary of Defense William Cohen. All the 
personnel mentioned above are under the command of President William J. Clinton. 

Concluaion 
A full and thorough investigation of these serious allegations must be made. 

The law forbids murder, the threat of murder and all forms of indiscriminate 
destruction. These laws must apply to every official and must be enforced. 

Bonnie Orfer 
June 24, 2000 

Michael Sprang 

Nllkewatda Pathfi~ 



Hanford 11Burns a Hole in Forever11 

By Bomde Urferaad 8db Preltea 

Soon after the smoke cleared from the fires at Los Alamos 
National Laboratory, another major nuclear weapons produc
tion site was hit by wildfire. (See sidebar.) In late June fire 
swept across the heavily contaminated Hanford site in south
east Washington State. The U.S. government built Hanford 
in 1943 to produce tritium and plutonium for nuclear war
heads. This work went on for over 40 years, during wbich 
environmental conservation was not on the list of priorities. 
This wasn't the first time fire has burned Hanford and it won't 
be the last. The facility had a 
big fire in 1984 and a smaller 
one in 1992. 

studied in detail. The &attle Post-lnlelligencer reported: 
"Plutonium was present at 1 0 sites-including five Eastern 
Washington city neigbborboods and five rangeland sites 
miles apart, in the weeks after a fire burned 300 square miles 
of the Hanford Nuclear Reservation .... " 

These results were also confirmed by federal Environ
mental Protection Agency (EPA) t.cstiog, which found pluto
nium in nearby neigbborhoods a few days after the fire. "'did 
not anticipate these results •... [Tbey) were distinctly higher 
than the average for that area," said Jerry Leitcb, EPA radia

tion program m.an.ager in Se
attic. 

If this story plays like 
most Hanford cootamination 
incidents, it will take years to 
know the extent of the spread 
of radioactive maie'!ial. Per
haps we wilhlever know. 

Fully two-thirds of all 
radioactive wastes resulting 
from nuclear weapons pro
duction is sitting at Hanford. 
Radioative hotspots have 
been recorded at 1,400 sites 
on the reservation. This 
summer's fire burned at least 
three contaminated surface 
dumps and scorched nearly 
half of the 560-square-mile 
site. Of course the DOE
you know the drill-quickly 
said no radiation went up in 
smoke. "U.S. says no radia
tion spread by fire," the bead
lines assured. 

Declauifted plroto from early Half/ord years 
Huge tanb built for Hquld plUtonium...._ have conoded 
•nd perm•nentJy contamln•ted groundw•ter. 

The fires spewed radio
active particles into the air 
and denuded the land. 
Stripped of vegetation, the 
contaminated soil can easily 
erode as a result ofheavy rains 
and high winds. All this at a 
facility the DOE bad already 
called "the "single largest en
vironmental and health risk in 
the nation." 

Things could heat up 
Less than two weeks 

later, when plutonium and strontium were detected by air moni
tors, the DOE claimed the contamination was "well below 
levels of concern." It's not often that the DOE admits to ra
diation releases. Yet, the fact that the DOE finds any pluto
nium contamination unworthy of concern is a self-iocrimioat
ing admission of official recklessness. Since plutonium par
ticles at undetectable levels can cause cancer, there is no safe 
level of exposure. The DOE's dismissal of concern obscures 
the fact that human and environmental health have been fur
ther jeopardized.. 

By August the news worsened. The DOE had collected 
samples from 76 spots. Almost half the samples had elevated 
concentrations of alpha and beta particles. Plutonium was 
the source of the alpha particles in the six samples that were 

even more: 17 plaintiffs have 
filed a new civil rights lawsuit against a dozen Hanford con
tractors claiming $100 billion in punitive damages from expo
sure to radioactivity. The suit is a.sk.ins for extended monitor
ing of up to 14,000 people who have been exposed. 

Hanford: the most polluted place on earth 
The OOE response and information regarding recent fires 

must be viewed within the context ofHanford history-a his
tory replete with misinformation, deception, and reckless en
dangerment of surrounding ecosystems and of human health. 

Hanford's history of 40 years of contamination did not 
come to light until a citizens' group, Hanford Education Ac
tion League (HEAL), demanded documents. In 1986, through 
the Freedom of Information Act, 19,000 pages of documenta-

Scientists Warn Pentagon of Radiation Disasters 
Gov't Says DOE Sitts Poisoned Beyond Repair 
More than two-thirds ofU.S. H-bomb production sites will 
never be cleaned up enough to allow public access, ac
cording to a report by the National Academy of Sciences 
(NAS), the nation's highest scientific advisory body. 

"At many sites, radiological [and other] wastes will 
remain, posing risks to humans and the environment for 
tens or even hundreds of thousands of years .... Complete 
elimination of unacceptable risks to humans and the envi
ronment will not be achieved, now or in the foreseeable 
future," the report said. 

Out of 144 Energy Dept. (DOE) sites, 109 have been 
identified as permanently contaminated. The department 
recently created an Office of Loq-Term Stewardship to 
oversee these sites. The report called "inadequate" the 
DOE's plans for warning the public and containing the con
tamination and even questioned the department's ability to 
manage its pollution problems. 

The report says the OOE should assume that most of 
the systems it intends to use to contain radioactive waste, 
"will eventually fail." Moreover, it notes that "much of our 
current knowledge of the long-term behavior of 
wastes ... may eventually be proven wroq." 

While pointing out problems that could continue for 
thousands of years, the report could only advise the DOE 
to develop flexible plans: "The best decision strategy over
all appears to be one that avoids foreclosing future op
tions ... " This advice, if taken, would mean: 1) ending all 
plans for deep, ilreversible burial of radioactive waste, and 
2) mandating above-ground, permanently-monitored stor
age. -~P 

Sources: New York Dmes & Lo.JA!rgelu 1lmes, Auc. 8, 2000. 

Conventional Weapons Turned Radioactive 
Another study group from the National Academy of Sci
ences has officially advised the U.S. military to protect 
troops fiom radiation exposure. Without identifying depleted 
uranium (DU) specifically, the NAS says exposure may re
sult from "the use of radioactive materials in conventional 
explosives," DIDlely depleted uranium shells. "While not 
likely to cause iiDD'II'4iate health problems, these exposures 

could increase tbe risk ofleukemia and certain cancers later 
in life." 

The Pentagon does not publicly acknowledge the toxic 
and carcinogenic effects of DU exposure, and it has de
clared the armor-piercing ability of DU shelb so "success
ful, •• that the devices have been incorporated into a wide 
range of weapons. When the uranium-tipped shelb smash 
a target, the resulting uranium oxide aerosol is toxic and 
radioactive and can easily be iohaled or ingested. 

In January the DOE admitted that virtually all its DU 
sources are contaminated with isotopes of plutonium, the 
most deadly material known to science. 

The Institute of Medicine's (IOM) Committee on Battle
field Radiation Exposure Critaia issued its report in response 
to a U.S. Army request. The Army in turn is supposed to 
include the institute's recommendations in training, notifi
cation and officer corps decision-making. The committee
made up of radiation, medical and health law expemr-told 
the Pentagon it should provide training to all soldiers and 
inform them of the actual or suspected radiation exposures 
they face. Tbe IOM also suggested that the Army follow
up on the health of exposed soldiers. 

Significantly, the IOM said the Pentagon should rou
tinely measure Internal as well as external radiation doses 
for all soldiers, a more expensive procedure that is rarely 
conducted. The IOM also recolllJDI"..Ckd that radiation moni
tors be supplied to all troops that may suffer service-re
lated radiation exposures. 

The committee noted the difficulties in resolving ra
diation-related disability claims of the more than 250,000 
Gls wbo were used in above-ground H-bomb tests. To avoid 
similar problems in the future, the IOM warned the Penta
gon to keep permanent and secure records of soldiers' ra
diation doses, and to ensure that the records follow the 
troops as they switch units or change assignments. 

The IOM report was released in May 1999, in the midst 
of the 78-day U.S.·led bombardment of the former Yugosla
viL NATO planes used at least 10 tons of depleted uranium 
munitions in that operation. In 1991, the U.S. used more 
than 300 tons of DU munitions in the Persian Gulf. -JL 
Sources: National Academy Scieuces News, May 6, 1999. 

llfllll Fir•: l111 A/1111111' 
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LOS ALAMOS, NM-ln late July the first major thun
derstorms moved radioactive runoff from the site of the 
Los Alamos National Laboratories (LANL), a major de
sign center for nuclear warheads. With the area stripped 
of vegetation by devastating wildfues, the water picked 
up plutonium, cesiwn-13 7, strontium-90 and other toxins 
from LANL's contaminated soil. The water, which is not 
used for drink.ing, was nonetheless radioactively con
taminated well beyond "allowable" standards for human 
consumption. As early as 1988, flash floods were known 
to move plutonium and other radionuclides down the 
site's canyons. 

Officials at the LANL have generated some 12 mil
lion cubic feet of solid radioactive waste on the 43-square
mile site since the 1940s. In some areas, the amount, na
ture and location of the waste is unknown. Up until1985, 
liquid rad' waste from the reactor research and fiom large
scale plutonium operations was dumped directly into 
shafts, trenches and into normally dry canyons. The wild
fires burned many of these canyons. 

Since the fires, LANL has pledged $300 million on 
.. clean up." By the end of June they bad already removed 
more than 33 truck loads of contaminated soils and were 
hauling away more dirt to a storage site. 

In the meantime, New Mexico State Attorney Gen
eral Patricia Madrid is considering suing the DOE if it 
fails to take measures to keep radioactive runoff to a 
~um.ln a letter to Energy Secretary Bill Ricbardson 
she said, "Our concern is that there is not sufficient com
mibnent on your part to marshal the necessary resources 
to ensure that the 2,000-plus 'potential release sites' are 
stabilized or moved to prevent contaminated run-off." 
Lab officials continue to maintain that there are no health 
concerns related to the contamination. 
So•raa: AP, June 26,2000 and July 19, 2000; Deadly 
Defense: Military Radioactive Landfi/ls, 1988. 

tion were released. HEAL was given about 1/3 of the docu
ments it requested. The rest remain classified. 

Radioactive contamination by design 
Hanford operators intentionally released radiation into 

the environment and atmosphere that btel~hAI!it:, ruthe
nium, cesium, and other elements. Here's a sampling: 
<~. In the early yean of operation, 440 billion gallons of con
taminated radioactive liquid were dumped straight onto the 
sandy soil at Hanford. For example, in 1958 the processing 
water dumped on the ground contained a total of over seven 
pounds of plutonium. 
<~. The "Green Run" experiment in J 949 released 5,500 curies 
of irradiated uranium that had only been out of the reactor for 
16 days instead of the usual 90 days. This experiment was 
designed to create a plutonium "cloud" for measurements 
which could be compared with Soviet Union measurements 
and therefore used to track Soviet production. 
<~. In addition to radioactive waste, personnel at Hanford 
dumped millions of pounds of toxic chemicals such as suJfu. 
ric acid, nitric acid and hydrofluoric acid into the Columbia 
River during the 1950s and 60s. 

Radioadive contamination by accident 
The production facilities are replete with their share of 

disasters. Here's just the tip of the iceberg: 
<~. At least 68 of 177 underground waste storage tanks are 
leaking. The tanks hold 54 million gallons of liquid, sludge 
and dried waste. So far about 900,000 gallons have leaked 
into the soil. In time, all149 of the single-shell tanks are ex
pected to leak. 
<~. According to declassified documents, between 1955 and 
1964 about 1,300 nuclear fuel pellets ruptured. In some cases 
the ruptures caused "mini-me1tdowns." 
<~. A fire in 1951 in a plutonium fuel-handling building re
leased somewhere between 1-4 grams of plutonium. 
<~. In 1963 a reactor meltdown sent about a pound of uranium 
plus other fission products into cooling water that was being 
discharged to the Columbia River. 

Wasted forever 
After producing 53 tons of plutonium, Hanford's pollut

ing effects continue to spread far and. wide. Wind and rain, 
poisooed groundwater. fires and other natural disasters will 
spread radiation for centuries. 

The OOE admits that some areas ofHanford need to be 
fenced off from human contact forever. There is no such thing 
as clean-up at the site. The best we can hope for is to improve 
waste containment and isolation, independent and compre
hensive oversight, and an end to nuclear waste generation. 

For al80re eompnbeuive, footaoaedlook at tile llaaford 
aory, MM a SASE ud S3 to Nakewaull. 
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~· '',#:f~~~4 . , . .... ~·•••~JJ ... Do yqp ~' aay .. ~ 
~Ql'films.W~~re.&op~· 
BLP. -$eafarer or Saatauine? Both Austin is ·dOinl a 
~ontllO_htstoryofBtF~andWanta 
to makeeopies; AD llllderialswill bereturaedaad aediterl 
in the documentat'y. Contad: Beth Austin, 4911 . W~· 
LouisoAve., 3F,SkokieiL6fm7;Pilol1e:(S47) 329-79(i6;. 
Email: <b-austin@nwu.edu> 

Refauestloruti-Trkleatfilmdips: 
A documentary on 1lident and Trident resistance is. 
beina produced by Glen Mi1net and MiD McConnick.1 
'They ~seardliugiorfibofTridentresistaaceaetionsl 

-~ons. Originals will be retutaed· Comaet-. 
ASAP~DitoMilner,l227NE 198tbPtace, Seattle WA 
98~55;~:~.cooP 

Counter Demonstrators 
Make Our Point 
Clam Lake. WI-This August, with Nukewatch staffer Bonnie 
Urfer in jail, and so many of the local anti-Trident organizers 
(including the remaining staff and volunteers, and many 
Anathoth and Duluth Catholic Worker Community members) 
in Washington, DC for the People's Campaign for Nonvio
lence. the Wisconsin ELF site went unprotested on Hiroshima 
Day for the first time in more than 12 years. 

No matter! Pro-nuclear demonstrators organized to 
counter our no-show, and 30 people anived at the site August 
6, the SS* anniversary of the U.S. atomic bombinaofHiroshima. 
Attorney John Bachman reports that news of the demonstra
tion on Wisconsin Public Radio was dominated by informa
tion critical ofELF. 

"CriticscallELFafust-strikenuclearweaponsystem .•. the 
group of30 was much smaller than the usual gathering ofELF 
opponents .•. protesters have been arrested dozens of times 
over the years ••. " the reporter announced. The ELF employee
generated pro-nuclear demonstrators must have anticipated a 
chance to counter our efforts. Why else would supporters of 
the Trident system rally at the local nuclear war center on 
such an anniversary? We have to believe that no one could 
be so callous as to choose August 6 to celebrate nuclear 
weapons. 

The strange turn of events was almost like being in two 
places at once, and the outcome is a testament to the stead
fastness and reliability of the campaign of nonviolent resis
tance to ELF and Trident-no matter where it is. -JL 

Missile Defense Fraud 
Colfti1lwd /1'0111 JHIK~ 1 
major reasons the U.S. is considering a limited national missile 
defense system." (Aug. 4) 
0 "A declassified National Intelligence Estimate ••• has pre
dicted that a North Korean missile will be capable of hitting 
the United States by 2005." (Aug. 4) 
Cl "Mr. Clinton's self-imposed deadline is dictated by what 
intelligence assessments say is a growing threat from North 
Korea. .. " (Feb. 9) 
0 "The system .. .is meant to protect the United States 
against ... emerging powers such as North Korea." (Nov. 16) 

While this propaganda has convinced most in Congress 
that the threat is real, it has failed to convince a single NATO 
ally, the Group of Eight, Russia or China. The General Ac
counting Office's June report also questioned the "uncertain 
assessments of the potential threats." Even the 50 Nobel Lau
reates dismissed the purported threat asking, "But what would 
such a state gain by attacking the United States except its 
own destruction?" 

North Korea has offered to scrap its long-range missile 
program if other countries launch two or three of its commu
nications satellites a year. This is exactly what the U.S. has 
previously demanded. Even the New York nmes opined July 
27 that " ... the proposal merits serious consideration." 

Conclusion 
It shouid be a matter of criminal investigation that $60 

billion in taxes has been given away on anti-ballistic missile 
projects, but has produced nothing. 

So, while justice department investigators hound poor 
people who sometimes trade food stamps for cash, billions of 
dollars are doled out to wealthy military contractors in ex
change for nothing but campaign contributions. The World 
Policy Institute has calculated that the four top missile-de
fense contractors-Lockheed Martin, Boeing, TRW and 
Raytheon-bave spent $34 million on lobbying and $6.9 mil
lion in campaign contributions during the 1997-98 cycle. 

The thoroughgoing corruption of the BMD program 
amounts to embezzlement. Rather than debating whether or 
not to give another $60 billion to the usual suspects, the 
Justice Department should be assembling a grand jury. 

FAU.,2000 

Calendar 
September 
16-28-Washiugton Gathering to Free Vanunu. Three 
days of discussions, vigils and action to support 
Mordechai Vanunu.lnfo: US Campaign to Free Vanunu; 
Email: <samday@chorus.com> Phone: (608) 257-4764. 

28-NIX MOXAetion Day. Let nuclear power die. (See 
page 7) To get a NIX MOX Action Day Packet, (828) 251-
2060; or Email: <nirs.se@mindspring.com>. 

19-30 & Oet.1-Gandhi Day Peace Camp atADatbotb. See 
back cover. Contact: Nukewatch (715) 472-4185; Email: 
<nukewtch@win.bright.net>. 

October 
1-Nuelear Weapons Abolition Day of nonviolent direct 
actions at NATO nuclear weapons l>Qes. Action planning 
is already underway in the Netherlands and Belgium.lnfo: 
For Mother Earth International, Maria Hendrikaplein, Email: 
<intemational@motb.erearth.org> Phone: +32-9-242-87-52. 

7-Iaternational Day ofProtatto Stop the Militarizatiou 
ofSpaee.lnfo: Global Network Against Weapons and 
Nuclear Power in Space, Phone: (352) 337·9274; Email: 
<globalnet@mindspri.com>. 

7--Protestto Stop the Milltarizatioa of Spate: Demo at 
front gates ofLockheed Martin, St. Paul, MN. Contact 
Nukewatch, orCirdevisionat (651) 698-2810; Email: 
<tom@citclevision.cq>. 

7-9--Nudear Free YuccaMODCaiDPeaceC..paucl 
Nonviolent Dlreet Aetiou at the Nevada Tat Site. Yucca 
Mt., adjacent to the Nevada '.f'est Site, is the designated 
repository for U.S. irradiated nuclear fuel.lnfo: Shundahai 
Network: (702) 647-3095; Email: shundahai@shundahai.org> 

11-15-The Iaternational Peaee BDJ'eau's TrieDnial 
Assembly and Conference, "The Globalization ofPeace," at 
Nanterre Town Hall, Paris. This event follows on the Hague 
Appeal for Peace in 1999. Email: <ipbparis@worldnet.fr> 

-Opposing 'MOX' Plans-

15-ADay Without the Pentagon. Join communities 
across the country in organizing local actions against 
military planners.lnfo: Chris Ney. War Resisters League, 
(212) 228-0450or(800)975-9688. Email: <:wrl@igc.org>. 

l9-Charlie King in eoucert, 7:30p.m. at St. Scholastica 
College, Duluth, MN. A benefit for Loaves and Fishes, Vine 
House and Northern Communities Land Trust. Phone: 
Steve at(218) 728-4062. 

Plans are underway for an Oetober 2000 Peace Festival 
which will include civil disobedience at the Newport War 
College and the Naval Undersea Warfare Center in New
port, RI.Info: Jon Relnnus at (413) 624-3025. 

November 
4-5-lnt'l Coufennce.Agalnst Depleted Uranium, 
Manchester England.lnfo: Greater Manchester CND, 
Phone: +44 (0) 161-834-8301; Email: <gmdcnd@gn.apc.org> 

17-19--Ciose the School of the Amerieas annual vigil and 
nonviolent civil disobedience at Fort Benning, GA.Info: 
SOA Watch, P.O. Box 4566, Washington, DC 20017; Phone: 
(202) 234-3440; <www.soaw.org>. 

l4-Dec.l-IDternatlouaiYouth Peaee Week.lnfo: Asif, 
War Resisters League, Phone: (212) 228-0450; Email: 
<:wrl@igc.org>. 

December 
1~~Nudear AbolltioaCoafereueein 
Japan.lnfo: Steve Leeper, 1-4-3-40, Kamiyacho, Naka-ku, 
Hiroshima 730, Japan. Email: <transnet@urban.jp>. 

l9-Ju.4-Nouviolaleeaud SodaiEmpowerment 
Coufereaee, Orissa, India.lnfo: War Resisters Interna
tional, c/o Patchwork, Kaiserstrasse 24, D-26122 Oldenburg, 
Germany; Email: <WRI-NVSE-~ect@edu.oldenburg.de>. 

Reckless Plutonium 'Fuel' Experiment 
By Mary Olson 

The National Academy of Sciences recently reported that 
land contaminated by nuclear production activities might 
never be fully cleaned up. A bold statement of fact? A perni
cious plan to lower public expectations? Either way, the only 
reasonable conclusion: ongoing large-scale use of radioac
tive materials must stop, and no new licenses granted. 

The next new nuclear production license being pushed 
is for a Mixed Oxide (M OX) plutonium processing factory to 
make nuclear reactor fuel out of "surplus" H-bomb pluto
nium. The factory, if built, would be at the DOE's Savannah 
River Site (SRS) in South Carolina. The nuclear wastes it cre
ates anew will be buried at SRS, fwther jeopardizing the Sa
vannah River and its estuaries. 

The U.S. and Russia are embarking on this commercial
ization of nuclear weapons as "fuel." And you are invited to 
join a growing global campaign to NIX-MOX! 

The scheme is purported to be a means ofhalting nuclear 
proliferation by making the plutonium unusable for bombs. 
This political cover hides the real purpose: extending the op
erating life of aging and dangerous nuclear reactors that would 
otherwise be forced to shut down. We can be proud we have 
come to a point where nuclear weapons are being dismantled, 
ccnlit!1~ "'~.!.~!~," N~n~.he!~~ we need to keep disar
mament from becoming a rebound for the dying global nuclear 
cartel. 

The use of weapons-grade plutonium as a commodity 
would open the door for other nations-Iraq, Israel, Paki
stan, India-to point the finger at the U.S. and say, "See, 
there is no separation between your civilian and military nuclear 
programs!" This is exactly what the U.S. says of "rogue 
states." 

If the plutonium "disposition" negotiators (U.S. DOE and 
Russian Minatom) were concerned about security and disar
mament, all plutoniwn would be kept inside the weapons com
plex in each country. The plutonium should be immobilized 
like other highly radioactive waste, then stored and moni
tored along with the huge volume of wastes needing perma
nent oversight. But no; the government plans to put bomb
grade plutonium in reactors that were not designed for it. 
Using MOX fuel would increase both the chances of reactor 
accidents and significantly increase an accident's conse
quences (cancer deaths). Weapons-grade plutonium has never 
been a reactor fuel anywhere in the world. The United States' 

experimental bum will be done in the populated areas of Char
lotte, North Carolina and Rock Hill, South Carolina. 

Nuclear reactors using MOX in the U.S. are going to be 
directly subsidized by U.S. taxpayers to take this fuel as part 
of a "national security mission." This government bailout 
comes when nuclear power is beginning to face competition 
in deregulated energy markets. 

MOX fuel is a vital link to justifY continued investment 
in two failed institutions: nuclear power itself, and nuclear 
waste reprocessing. 

To appear to "deal with the waste," many nuclear-pow
ered governments adopted the myth of reprocessing waste 
fot "unlimited" electricity. Reprocessing does not get rid of 
waste, it merely expands the volume of caustic, radioactive 
liquids that the U.S., England, France and Russia have rou
tinely dumped directly into rivers, aquifers, lakes and seas. 
(See Hanford story, p.6.) 

Several decades of reprocessing have elapsed in Europe 
and many nations have civilian plutonium waste piles but no 
way to deal with it. The ideaofMOX is to use this plutoniwn 
in combination with uranium fuel to "buffer it." The real prob
lem is that it is still damned expensive, dirty, tricky and un
tested. The prospect ofU .S. tax dollars and a "non-prolifera
tion, security mission" has brought the European nuclear 
cartel to the United States to bid on the MOX factory con
tract. The application for a construction permit is expected to 
be sent to U.S. regulators before the end of this year. Activ
ists and watchdogs will then have a mere 30 days to inter
vene in the licensing process. 

Between now and then, what NIX-MOX activists (you!) 
can do is: 1) Educate your U.S. Representatives and Senators 
(This is a tax-funded program and Congress should cut the 
money.); and 2) Elevate the issue. Sept. 28th is NIX MOX 
Action Day. Last year folks did a wake-up call across Michi
gan with street theater around a sample of MOX fuel being 
shipped to Canada. Join the action-it could be as simple as 
a letter to the editor, or an open letter to your nuclear utility 
opposing MOX (they are all waiting to sign up later!) with 
copies to your Governor, congressional delegation and local 
paper, or a demonstration at the nuclear reactor nearest you. 

Mary O&o11 Is 011 tit~ sllljJ of Nucletu 111jo111U11loll & Re
source S~rviq-SE. To get a NIX MOX Aetion Day Paeket, 
ea118l8-l51-l060, or E....O: <nin.se@mindspring.eom> 
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SILENCE TRIBE 

()!J~ 24, &me IJIBcn!Mi<Mel ~ rutdcMn llwee caloqxilslddinglheonlml blhe nudeor N!Ny's Elf ttiRNnill 

1fle•lrigge(b Trident~ oodoor¥111f-~itolf-hbotleost24hoors! 

PEACE CAMP & ACTION 
IN J.iONOR OF 6ANoi-IIS 8IRTHbAY 

Anathoth Community Farm 
Luck. Wl • Sept. 29 - Oct. I . 

,. 

FRI. SEPT. 29TH -Afternoon Comping ot Anolhoth SUN. OCT. 1ST -Corovon to U.S. Navy Proje<t Elf. 
Coolnmily Form, home 10 NukBMJidl Noon gathering with pialic lunch provided by Foods Not 
--fi<nic. 8Y81ling social, boofire, roosic, sauna. 8ooils-Allumooo norMol8lt dirett action. 

SAT. SEPT. 30TH -Daytime activities indude 
aelion plonning for Sunday, Trident and Elf informotioo 
and disaJssion of Silen<B Trident llisonnornent Adioo: A 
aime ogoinst ~.or crime pnweniioo? Spedol 
guas1S indude OONNA HOWARD (Elf disonnoment 
odion, 1996}; JEFF L£YS (Elf disannomentodion. 
t98n -7:00p.m. Spec.iol pA!58f11Ution by Silence 
Trident adivist MICHAEL SPRONG 

(WeMI meet~ in <DSeof indementweotheJ. 
Some Qloorsleeping Sj)O(J isdble- mll1o 1858M. 

Vegeturion meols prrNided; bring something to shore.) 

FOR.YDRE INFORMATION: 
Nukewatch 
P.O. Box649lu<kWI 54853 
(715)4n-4tas 
oolcswtdl@win.bright.net, v.ww.~Us.wtdlmm 

~BV: 
NUkEWAlOI • ANAlHOlHaw.wJNJlYFARM 
RXXINOTIKW.BS • U»VES&RSHES~ 

1bh lo StrwtSet, k. "....,. ........ - po:!tft1 
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