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During the '80s and '90s, dozens of pro
tests at the Grand Forks air force base 
and missile field (above left) were spon
sored by Nukewatch, Bemidji Friends 
and others. Atop a Minuteman-3 mis
sile silo outside Larimore, North Dakota 
(l. tor.), John LaForge, Barb Katt, M~ 
Rogness, Jason Loughead and Dan: 
Schechter celebrated Martin Luther: 
King's birthday anniversary, Jan. 199Q.: 
The five said they were "protesting the: 
elaborate housing of the Bomb in the. 
face of massive human homelessness.~'· 
Facing a year in jail, all charges were. 
dropped the day of trial. Loughead, of 
Winnipeg, said of the reprieve, "I hope. 
the air force has learned its lesson." Per
haps it did. Today the Grand Forks field 
is being emptied of its ICBMs. 

Whiteman air force base in Missouri 
·used to be the guardian of 150 Minute:.: 
man-2 missiles near Kansas City. In Oct. 
1991, 16 "Peace Planters" entered 
launch site 0-3 (lower left) in what was 
the largest single silo occupation in U.S. 
history. After scores of similar nonvio
lent actions, the media, the courts, the 
air force and the general public came to 
know the deadly truth about the weap
ons in their backyards. All the Minute-man-2shF-
Missouri o:U$b ~1ft!;it . e 2 ~D. 
cial secti · · u 
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Saving Them to Death 
NATO's war against Yugoslavia 

By John LaForge 

In a government of laws the existence of the government 
will be imperiled if it fails to observe the law scrupulously. 
Our government is the potent, the omnipotent teacher. For 
good or ill it teaches the whole people by its example: If 
government becomes a lawbreaker it breeds contempt for 
law. 

-Supreme Court Justice Louis Brandeis 

Bombs hit ethnic Albanians, killing the very people that 
NATO is trying to save. 

-St. Paul Pioneer Press, April16, 1999. 

Military attacks on civilians or civilian things are crimes. Bomb
ing towns and villages, hospitals, schools, rail lines, electric 
transformers and prisons is illegal under domestic and inter
national "laws of war" (the Geneva Conventions, the U.N. 
Charter, the Hague Regulations and the U.S. Air Force's own 
bombing manual) to which the United States is a party. As the 
disarmament community knows well, the Nuremberg Charter 
and Principles outlaw the mere "planning and preparation" of 
a war of indiscriminate destruction, to say nothing of waging 
one. 

These laws describe prohibited targets and tactics, and 
were adopted to prevent crimes against noncombatants ev
erywhere. As the Air Force's bombing law manual says of 
itself, "Its purpose [is] to protect civilian populations." 

The U.S. makes adherence to international law a sticking 
point when criticizing other countries, and the government 
regularly boasts of its respect for the law. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright, speaking to the UN Jan. 25, said, "We 
strongly support the UN Charter and the organization's pose. 
We respect its rules, which we helped to write." 

Violation of international norms is nowadays the cause of 
criminal prosecution by the International War Crimes Tribunal 
in The Hague. Most recently the Tribunal has come under fire 
for giving serious consideration to allegations of war crimes 
made against NATO in its bombing of Yugoslavia. 

When the U.S. and NATO began bombing the cities and 
towns of Yugoslavia last March 24---ftom altitudes of 15,000 
feet-it was inevitable that pilots would commit acts that are 
called war crimes by the State Department if committed by 
other nations. 

Author Noam Chomsky skewers this subjectivism in the 
June '99 issue of Harpers. He reminds us that Japan's attack 
on Manchuria, Mussolini's invasion ofEthiopia, and Hitler's 
occupation of Czechoslovakia were "accompanied by factual 
justifications and highly uplifting rhetoric." Japan said it was 
defending Manchurians ftom "Chinese bandits." Mussolini 
claimed to be liberating slaves with the Western "civilizing 
mission," and Hitler promised to end ethnic tensions and to 
"safeguard the national individuality of the German and Czech 
peoples." 

Likewise, a former Nuremberg war crimes prosecutor, 
Waiter Rockier, wrote in the May 10 Chicago 'lribune, "The 
attack on Yugoslavia constitutes the most brazen international 
aggression since the Nazis attacked Poland to prevent 'Polish 
atrocities against Germans." 

Mr. ClintonandNA10 officials justified the bombing with 
similar sloganeering. "We must act to end ethnic cleansing," 
the President said. NA10 representatives claimed that, "The 
most fundamental goal ofNATO's campaign is protecting the 
Albanian population ofKosovo ftom murder, rape and expul
sion by the Serbian authorities." This is in sharp contrast to 
the position of Pentagon spokesman Kenneth Bacon, who 
said April25, "The second goal is we want to hold civilian 
casualties as low as possible." 

Charges of atrocities leveled against Serbians accompa
nied every NATO press conference, as when Mr. Clinton pre
sumed President Milosevic guilty prior to indictment or trial, 
charging April 16 that the Serbian leader, "displaces over a 
million Kosovars, kills and rapes thousands upon thousands 
of them." 

But war makes madmen out of combatants on all sides. 
U.S. Army Staff Sgt. Frank Rohghi faces charges for the Jan. 
13 sexual assault and murder of an 11-year-old Albanian girl. 
A second soldier has testified in the case that Rohghi said to 
him, "It's easy to get away with this in a third world country," 
and that the accused "had done it in the desert." 

On May 25 the Pentagon defended its bombing of 
Yugoslavia's civil electric gystem in spite of the harm to non
combatants. NATO spokesman Peter Daniel claimed, "We have 
not targeted the water system." But bombing the power com
plex cut electricity to water pumping stations. And after 
NA10's destruction of their principle bridge, 600,000 people 
in Novi Sad and Petrovaradin were without water because the 
pipeline was built into the bridge. An unnamed Pentagon offi
cial told the New York Times, "We are aware this will have an 
impact on civilians." 

Asked Aprill8 about NATO's bombing of civilians in a 
refugee convoy, Pentagon chief William Cohen said of such 
actions, "They will occur in the future; they have occurred in 
the past. We will do our best to see that they're at a minimum." 
President Clinton said of the same incident, "That is regret
table. It is also inevitable." Air Force historian Wayne Thomp
son said of the bombantment, "In Kosovo, these people are 
so intermingled, there's no way to k:now exactly what you'.re 
hitting. In this case, the fight is going more toward the civilian 
population." 

Following the May 21 bombing of the Dragisa Misovic 
hospital in Belgrade, NATO spokesman Jamie Shea said, "We 
continue to take every conceivable measure to avoid harm to 
civilians." Dejan Sumrak, chief of the hospital's neurology 
department, replied that "aiming at targets 500 yards ftom a 
hospital was not taking every conceivable measure to avoid 
damage." 

That the United States Congress did not declare war on 
or even endorse the bombing of Yugoslavia does not matter. 

United Nations war crimes prosecutor 
reviewing NATO bombing of Yugoslavia 
Double standard evident as NATO and Serbian aHegations treated differently 

By John LaForge 

The chief war crimes prosecutor for the United Nations in The 
Hague is studying allegations that NATO pilots may have 
committed crimes of war during the U.S.INA10 bombardment 
of Yugoslavia last year. 

Beginning in August last year, Tribunal officials have 
reviewed evidence for an internal analysis, and the report was 
issued in late December. Of special concern is NATO's bomb
ing of hospitals, a passenger train, state television studios 
the Chinese embassy, refugee columns, a prison, the electri~ 
power grid, civilian buses, residential neighborhoods and, in 
particular, the widespread use of cluster bombs, some of which 
hit a hospital in the center ofNis in Serbia. 

Former PresidentJimmy Carter wrote May 27 in the New 
York Times, "The United States' insistence on the use of clus
ter bombs, designed to kill or maim humans, is condemned 
almost universally and brings discredit on our nation." 

The prestigious non-governmental organization Human 
Rights Watch issued a report Feb. 7, charging that NATO 
officials violated the Geneva Conventions, both in the selec
tion of targets and the use of cluster bombs in urban areas. 
The 78-day bombardment caused the deaths of 500 civilians 
in 90 separate attacks, the group said. 

But the mere suggestion that U.S. and NATO command
ers and pilots may have committed acts that constitute war 
crimes has brought enormous pressure to bear against the 

chief prosecutor, Carla Del Ponte. As a result, an international 
double standard has been revealed. 

Yugoslav President Slobodan Milosevic and others were 
indicted May 27-well befo.re the bombing was halted-with 
evidence that has not been made public. Then prosecutor 
Louise Arbour said she would only .reveal the evidence after 
the accused were under arrest in The Hague. Indeed, court 
officials said some charges were based on reports ftom NATO 
governments. 

While these indictments were reported with utmost seri
ousness, formal news accounts of the prosecutor's consider
ation of evidence against NATO treat the possibility ofNATO 
crimes with veiled ridicule. 

As the New York limes reported Dec. 29, bringing charges 
against '!'lATO personnel would be an unprecedented move, 
"and a highly debatable one." "Even if evidence ofNATO war 
crimes is found," the Times said, ''it is questionable whether 
Ms. Del Ponte would go so far as to issue any indictments." 
(Emphasis added) 

The next day, a spokesperson for the chief prosecutor's 
office has said that its ·study of possible NATO crimes "is 
highly unlikely to produce indictments or even be published." 

Set up in 1993, the Tribunal has never charged a western 
leader, a fact that has lead to. criticism that it's become a tool of 
NATO and the U.S. 

The tribunal can only charge individuals with crimes, not 
governments, institutions or organimtions. 

Luba Lukova 

As the U.S. Air Force's International Law: The conduct of 
Armed Conflict and Air Operations says, "The law of armed 
conflict applies to an international armed conflict regardless 
ofwhetheradeclared 'war' exists." 

In the case of an undeclared war, there is the problem of 
the Neutrality Act. This U.S. law forbids anyone in the U.S. 
ftom military acts against "any foreign prince or state, or of 
any colony, district or people with whom the United States is 
at peace." 

Even the pro-bombing New fOrk Times reportedApril20, 
that "Americans who involve themselves in the Balkan 
wars ••• are in a no man's land, legally speaking. The prospect 
of Americans fighting on foreign soil under a foreign flag, 
raises ... the possibility of prosecutions under neutrality laws." 

The U.S. Air Force's 
LawofWar 

The U.S. Air Force's lnternotional Law: The conduct of 
Armed Conflict and Air Operations, is supposed to gov
ern the actions of all U.S. pilots. This binding domestic 
law puts U.S. participation in the bombing ofYugoslavia 
in a terribly bad light. The laws being violated by the 
USAF in its bombing ofYugoslaviaare its own laws. What 
followsareword-for-wordexcerpts ftom this binding U.S. 
military law manual. 

Since WWII IPld the Nuremberg trials, personal .re
sponsibility for acts of war have been codified explicitly 
into all branches ofU.S. military service. The USAF says, 
" ... combatants individually are responsible for following 
the law of armed conflict which obligates their nation." 

The law is especially precise regarding what may and 
may not be attacked. "The attack or bombantment, by 
whatever means, of town, villages, dwellings, or build
ings which are undefended is prohibited. (Article 25, 
Hague Regulations)." 

"In order to insure respect and protection for the 
civilian population and civilian objects the parties to the 
conflict must at all times distinguish between the civilian 
population and combatants and between civilian objects 
and military objectives ••. " 

In the case of the U.S. pilots that bombed the two 
columns of Albanian refugees, the New York 1fmes .re
ported that "From the start, the pilots were worried about 
the possibility of civilian casualties ...• there was reason 
to think that many .refugees might be on the road." 

But attacks must be called off if there is any danger 
of harm to noncombatants. "Those who plan or decide 
upon an attack must ••• (C) Refi:ain ftom deciding to launch 
any attack which may be expected to cause incidental 
loss of civiliab.life, injury to civilians, damage to civilian 
objects, or a combination thereof, which would be exces
sive in .relation to the concrete and direct military advan
tage anticipated." 

NATO, claimingthatDubravaPrison was being used 
as a staging area for Yugoslav army and police, bombed 
the complex three times over two days in spite of the 
presence ofl,OOO mostly ethnic Albanian prisoners. V1adan 
Jojic, an inspecting magistrate who viewed the aftermath 
called the attacks, "One of the biggest crimes of modern 
civilization." 

Air Force law has an unambiguous prohibition 
against such an act: "In case of doubt whether an object 
which is normally dedicated to civilian purposes, such as 
a house or other dwelling or a school, is being used to 
make an effective contribution to military action, it shall 
~ presumed not to be so used." --.lL 



"Inevitable accidents" 
President Clinton said of civilians being killed by NATO that it 
was "inevitable." However, if the bombers know in advance 
that the death of civilians is unavoidable, then the conse
quence is intended and no accident. In fact, Mr. Clinton said 
April16, 1999 " ... there is no such thing as flyingairplanes this 
fast, dropping weapons this powerful ... and never have this 
sort of tragic thing happen." 

Some NATO bombings that may constitute crimes of war 
were well reported: 

ResidentiaiNoviPazar 
NATO acknowledged that one of its missiles "may have 

gone astray" after bombs slammed into an apartment block in 
the southeastern city ofNovi Pazar May 31, killing at least 20 
people. -New York 1imes & Wall St. Journal, June 2, 1999. 

NeutraiAibaaia 
Seven NATO bombs fell on neutral Albania near the main 

crossing point for refugees who are fleeing Kosovo. "Spokes
men for NATO said the bombing was a mistake, although one 
NATO official said the bombs were deliberately dropped." 
-New York1imes,June2, 1999. 

Hospital in Surduliea 
NATO air attacks killed at least 18 civilians and wounded 

43 when two missiles each made direct hits on a hospital and 
a retirement home in Surdulica. Dr. Srboljub Aleksic, the hos
pital director, accused NATO of war crimes. "This building is 
a hospital. There is a Red Cross sign on the roof. For NATO to 
say it didn't know this is a place for sick people is a lie." 
-Boston Globe, New York 1imes, lnt'l Herald Tribune, June 
1,1999. 

One eivUiaa target missed, another bit 
"NATO missiles aimed at a local television station hit an 

apartment building in Novi Pazar, killing at least 10 people and 
woundingmorethan20."-New York1imes,June 1,1999. 

Refugees kiled in Korisa 
"NATO planes again bombed the village ••• killing what 

Serbian officials and survivors say were more than 80 Alba
nian refugees. The attack on Korisa killed perhaps more Alba
nian civilians than any other in the two-month-old NATO air 
campaign, which has been criticized for its fatal mistakes. At 
the time, NATO officials said the village was a legitimate mili
tarytarget ••. "-New YorkTunes,May31, 1999. 

Crowded bridge lOtio daydlae 
At noon on a Sunday, market day, four NATO warplanes 

twice bombed allll\ior bridge over the Juzoa Morava River in 
the town ofVarvarin. At least nine people were killed and 28 
wounded. "Four NATO planes apparently struck the bridge 
once, and then struck it again." Mr. Stanojevic, the local school 
teacher, asked, "If it is a military taqJet, why did they not bomb 
it at nipt when there are no people? It is well-known that 
Sundayismarketday."-New York1imes,May31, 1999. 

Fedenl prison bombed dine times 
The Dubrava Prison in lstok, Kosovo, was deliberately 

bombed three times killing at least 19 prisoners and guards. as 
well as the prison's deputy governor. -Jnt 'I Herald Tribune, 
May 25; New York 1imes, May 22 & 23, 1999. 

Hospital in Belgrade 
NATO bombed the Dragisa Misovic Hospital in the cen

ter ofBelgrade. Four people were killed and dozens wounded, 
including medical staff and two women struck by broken glass 
while giving birth. A missile reportedly aimed at an empty 
military barracks 500 yards away struck the hospital instead. 
-New York1imes, May21,1999. 

VlllapofKorisa 
More than 60 Albanians were killed and scores more badly 

wounded late Thursday night when bombs blew apart a vil
lage in south west Kosovo near Prizren. "The attack in Korisa 
was said by Yugoslavia to have been canied out by NATO 
warplanes." The Pentagon said NATO warplanes were attack· 
ing in the general area around Korisa and it was investigating. 
-New York1imes,May 15,1999. 

Chinese eaabassy 
NATO jet fighters bombed Belgrade's Chinese embassy 

after the CIA chose the target, killing three civilian embassy 
employees. The Chinese government has refused to accept 
the CIA's explanation that its agents simultaneously used three 
outdated maps in picking the target. -New York 1imes, May 
8&July17, 1999. 

Ci¥i1iaD bus bombed iD daytiaaeatcaeka bridge 
A NATO missile blew a civilian bus in half May 1 on a 

bridge 10 miles north of the capital Pristina, killing at least 24 
people and critically wounding 16 others. Tanjug, Yugoslavia's 
official news agency, reported that 40 people had been killed. 
The private Beta news agency reported 60 people dead. The 

l--Nukewakh Patlifinder 

Yugoslav Foreign Ministry said 47 were killed. Paul Watson of 
the Los Angeles 1imes reported that, "A bomb exploded on 
that bridge about 1 :51 p.m., and when a clearly marked civilian 
ambulance tried to cross along a smaller, parallel bridge at 1 :55 
p.m., a second bomb struck. Shrapnel from that blast wounded 
a civilian medical technician in the forehead and prevented 
other ambulances from reaching the carnage at the destroyed 
bus." -MilwaukeeJoumal Sentinel, May 2; New York 1imes, 
May4,1999. 

Civilian bus and ean 
NATO rocketed and strafed a bus and some cars at· a 

police checkpoint 18 miles from the city ofPec, killing at least 
17 people and wounding 40, Yugoslav officials said. -New 
York1imes,May4, 1999. 

Neutral Bulgaria 
Thirty miles beyond the Yugoslav border NATO missiles 

destroyed a house in Sofia, the capital city of Bulgaria, which 
is a.neutral state in the conflict. -8t. Paul Pioneer Press, 
April30, 1999. 

One-tbird ofSurduliea demolished 
NATO bombs destroyed one-third of the town ofSurdulica. 

At least 20 people died, including seven from one family. 
Yugoslav officials said half of the dead were children. "We 
can confirm that one bomb went astray and impacted in an 
area where there were civilians," said NATO's Brig. Gen. 
Giuseppe Marani. Town officials said 300 houses were de
stroyed; an AP reporter saw 50 destroyed homes and 600 
damaged. The nearest military installation 500 yards away had 
been evacuated after being ruined in an attack April6. -New 
York 1imes, April 28, 29; St. Paul Pioneer Press, April 28, 
1999. 

Federal tele'Vision headquarten 
"A NATO attack on Serbian state television headquar

ters killed at least 10 people, left 20 more buried in rubble." The 
attack caused a storm of international protest. Six bodies were 
later recovered from the studios, bringing the death toll to 20, 
the Yugoslav news agency said. -8t. Paul Pioneer Press, 
April24; Chicago Tribune, April25; New York 1imes & Min
neapolis Star Tribune, April26, 1999. 

Vieaaanl en duster bo•IJI used 
Five ethnic Albanian children died and six were hurt when 

they accidentally set oft' a NATO cluster bomb in a field where 
it had fallen without detonating. -Milwaukee Journal Senti
nei,April25,1999. 

Belgrade political and IDedia oft'kts 
Three NATO cruise missiles set fire to a 24-story office 

building, knocking three TV stations off the air and demolish
ing the party offices of President Milosevic and his wife. The 
3:15 a.m. attack was NATO's first assault on the media in Bel
grade. -New York 1imes, April22, 1999. 

Petro-ehemieal sites 
NATO jet fighters bombed oil complexes and petro- chemi

cal facilities near Belgrade, which local reporters said sent up 
giant clouds of phosgene and chlorine gas that poisoned SO 
people. -Knight Ridder News Service, April20, 1999. 

Two eonvoys of fleeing refugees 
''NATO admits it hit 2nd convoy." NATO generals said 

they may have killed civilians in a second column of refugees. 
Yugoslav authorities say 74 ethnic Albanians died in NATO 
attacks. ''NATO admits the mistaken bombing of civilians." 
The Media Center in Pristina said two separate refugee con
voys were bombed, one near the Kosovo town ofDjakovica, 
and a second between Prizren and Djakovica. -St. Paul Pio
neer Press,April15;New York1imes,April15,16&20; 1999. 

Passenger train 
NATO Gen. Wesley Clark said the U.S. jet fighter that 

destroyed a passenger train on a bridge saw the train after it 
was too late to stop. But the jet circled back, and "A cockpit 
video of the second strike showed a missile headed directly 
into the train, hitting it for the second time ... .it remained un
clear why the aircraft struck a second time." The bridge 
spanned the Junza MoravaRiver in Serbia. Between 10 and 45 
people were killed and at least 16 others badly wounded, 
-New York 1imes, April13 & 14; St. Paul Pioneer Press, 
Apri115,1999. 

Kosovo's eapital Pristina 
Ten civilians were reported killed by three nighttime NATO 

attacks on the capital of Kosovo, Pristina. Five of the dead 
were members of a refugee family who were killed in their base
ment, the official news agency reported. At least 20 bombs 
landed on the center of the town, "reducing much of central 
Pristina to rubble," destroying the post office, the welfare cen· 
ter and many houses. -New York 1imes, April8, 1999. 

Residential Aleksinae 
At least seven people were killed and SO wounded in 

Aleksinac, a town of 20,000, when NATO bombs destroyed 
two of its residential areas. "It is possible that one of our 
weapons fell short of the target, despite our meticulous and 
careful pre-attackplanning," said Air Commodore David Wtlby 
in Brussels. -New York 1imes, April7, 1999. -JL 

CBC Interview with Michael Mandell 
The Canadian Broadcasting Corporation (CBC) spoke Jan. 4 
with Michael Mandell, professor oflaw at York University in 
Toronto, the lawyer leading the suit to have NATO charged 
with war crimes. 

CBC: Mr. Mandell, where does your law suit stand? 
MandeD: NATO is not under formal investigation but the 

Tribunal hasn't ruled one out. There is overwhelming evi
dence of war crimes, crimes against humanity and breaches of 
the Geneva Conventions committed by NATO leaders involv
ing willful killing, murder, injury of thousands of civilians. 

CBC: Now the bombs were targeted not at people, but at 
structures and buildings. You don't believe that? 

MandeD: No. NATO claims that. The fact that NATO tar
geted civilians is something that's been admitted by the Gen
erals throughout the war and after the war. President Clinton 
and [Canadian Prime Minister Jean) Chretien said it's inevi
table that deaths will be caused in these kinds of things. 

CBC: That's not the same as targeting civilians. 
Mand•: Well, they admitted they were targeting civil

ians. The Prime Minister of Australia wrote in the Interna
tional Herald 'Ii'ibune (Jan. 3] that'anybody who was there 
knows that NATO targeted civilians. The biographer of[U.S. 
Secretary of State] Madeleine Albright, Michael Daubbs, in 
the Washington Post said, "[Everybody] knows that this strat
egy was a civilianmaregy." There is a lot of evidence: hitting 
convoys, hitting bridges in broad daylight on market days, 
hitting trains ••• 

In Greece, a NATO country, a recent poll found 69'..4 
thought President Clinton should be charged with war crimes; 
37% thought [British Prime Minister Tony] Blahe; only 15% 
thought Milosevic. The evidence is absolutely clear. 

CBC: What do you think, if [the prosecutors) don't go 

ahead [with a prosecution]? Is there too much pressure com
ing from NATO countries? 

Mand•: It would be a mortal blow to the credibility of 
the Tribunal. There have been questions raised about the im
partiality of the Tribunal. 

The decision during the war to indict [President Slobodan] 
Milosevic actually allowed the Tribunal to be used as a propa
ganda device by the NATO countries. 

CBC: The Tribunal's position was exactly the opposite, 
of course. It said we make no deals with NATO or any other 
leaders. 

MandeD: [Then prosecutor] Louise Arbour met with [U.S. 
Secretary of State] Madeleine Albright ••• Albright promised 
millions [of dollars] more to the Tribunal. Then [Arbour] an
nounced an indictment, in the middle of the bombing cam
paign. on secret evidence. What kind of investigation could 
have taken place? Where did she get the evidence? 

This [indictment] was the justification for everything that 
followed: the intensification of the war, the continuation of 
sanctions. 

There's been an attempt to use the Tribunal to legitimize 
this flagrant violation of international law, and this terrible 
destruction, by saying that this Tribunal somehow trumps 
international law. 

The Tribunal has a heavy responsibility not to become a 
propaganda arm ofNATO. 

And I think the indictment of Milosevic on secret evi
dence in the middle of the war, two months after these crimes 
were alleged to have been committed, puts a heavy onus on 
the Tribunal to demonstrate to people why it shouldn't apply 
the same law to the powerful countries it applies to weak coun
tries.-JL 
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Resisting Trident & ELF: an Update 
MLK lrolidlly: Saying "The arguments today have been eloquent,., Judge 

Nonvioknt st~ nonviolent action Robert Eaton ordered to two to pay SS per month beginning 
' within 60 days. "Frankly," Judge Eaton said. "the jail is full of 

Seventy-five hearty anti-war activists braved sub-zero tern- people who need to be there. And these people don't need to 
peratures Jan. 23, to converge on the Navy's ELF site in honor be there." 
ofDr. Martin Luther King. Fifteen nonviolent resisters carried The trespass charges resulted from an October 10, 1999 
Dr. King's message of peaceful direct action directly to the demonstratioo at the controversial U.S. Navy ProjectELFtrans
gates of the transmitter where they were met by Ashland mitter site near Clam Lake. WI. The transmitter sends one-way 
County Sheriff's deputies. Eight protesters climbed over the messages to submerged nuclear-armed submarines around the 
barbed ~topped chain-linked fence, but the IS were aU world. and has been the site of dozens of anti-war protests. At 
charged with the same county trespass forfeiture. Food Not the October I 0 protest, Mecbtenberg was issued the SOOth 
Bombs activists warmed everyone by providing a hot lunch trespass citation since a campaign of nonviolent civil resis-
for everyone. tance was renewed in 1991. 

Four of the resisters will take the case to trial: Lincoln During the trial in which the women represented them-
Rice, 23, ofMilwaukee's Casa Maria Catholic Worker House, selves, Mechtenberg and Mathern-Jacobson explained that 
Joel Kilgour, 23, and Scott Mathem-Jacobson, 29, both of they entered the ELF grounds with a view to the outlaw status 
Duluth's Loaves & Fishes Catholic Worker Community, and of nuclear weapons. Matbern-Jacobson immediately moved 
Scott Griffiths, 26, of Cornucopia, WI. No trial date has yet for a dismissal. She said. "This trespass charge is a smoke 
been set. screen for the real crime of the existence of ELF. The World 

The MLK action followed a weekend conference on hu- Court in The Hague on July 8, 1996 declared that the posses
man and civil rights organized by students in the Peace Club sion or threatened use of nuclear weapons is a violation of 
ofNorthland College, in Ashland, with some assistance from international law. Whereas ELF is the trigger for launching 
Nukewatch. The renowned defense attorney Arthur Kinoy, a Trident nuclear missiles, I move that this case be dismissed so 
confidant ofDr. King and a life-long civil rights activist, deliv- that we can go about prosecuting the real crime which is the 
tred the major keynote. Kinoy reminded us that, "Dr. King possession and threatened use of nuclear weapons." 
refused to use the word 'minority.' When unified," he said. Mechtenberg said in part. "Nothing could ever convince 
"we're the majority." me that such weapons have the right to exist. Nothing could 

Homeless advocates convicted, fined 

In Ashland County District Court, two homeless shelter 
providers who had prepared for jail, were sentenced to fines 
Jan. 18 after being found guilty of trespassing at the Navy's 
Project ELF submarine transmitter. 

Molly Mechtenberg, 24, and Reba Mathem-Jacobson, 
26, ofDuluth's Loaves & Fishes Community, were ordered to 
pay a $209 fine. Both activists refused to pay, explaining that 
they live in voluntary poverty and were opposed on principle 
to paying the fine. 

ever convince me that I should sit back and let the Pentagon 
decide that ELF is needed for our 'national security.'" 

Explaining his verdict, Judge Eaton said in part, "There's 
nothing wrong with wanting ELF closed, expressing your opin
ion and acting toward that goal . ., Before imposing sentence, 
Judge Eaton said he wanted to "stress the importance of 
place." Judge Eaton said. "It's not surprising that people dis
agree with the existence of ELF and want to close it, but the 
government has not seen fit to close the ELF facility and I 
don't have the authority to close it" He said reading in the 
paper that there was a New Year's vigil at the Navy site that 

Which King do we memorialize? 
~and if enough money is raised, a design approved and 
eoougb earth bulldozed away, a memorial to the Rev. Martin 
Lutber King Jr. will be dedi<:aaed in a few years 1t the Tidal 
Basin in Wasbiogtoo, D.C. Early lB month, the National Capi
tal Planning Commission approved a four-acre site tbat rests 
directly between the Lincoln and Jeffmon memorials. 

The King memorial will include chiseled excapts from his 
speeches and writinas. But which wotds will be chosen? 
Which King will the memorial's visitors encounter? 

Since King's death in 1968, his memory has been mo
nopolized by those who see him only as a civil rights leader. 
Every Janwuy, around the time of the King holiday, many of 
the news media replay the "I Have a Dram" oration. It is also 
the time of year when politicians of all or no stripes portray 
King as a champion of integration who organized blacb to 
knock down Jim Crow. Even those who secretly do DOt share 
Brother King's dream, and are silent about racial equality most 

of the time, suddenly exercise their vocal cbotds by singing 
"We Shall Overcome." Undeniably, King. as Sen. Edward 
Keonedy said in a 1983 floor debate on creating a national 
holiday for the slain leader, "worked tirelessly to remove the 
stain of discrimination from our nation." 

But King the integrationist is the tame, safe and sanitized 
King wbom America feels comfortable with, except for fi:inge 
white supremacists and Confederate-flag wavers, wbo overtly 
favor racism. 

Pushed llSido-dumped. 1eally-is the troublemaking 
King whose commitment to nonviolence and pacifism meant 
that he was much more than a civil rights leader. 

Kin& a fien:ely UDCOIDpi'ODlisi aitic of American milita
rism and the war in Vietnam. said in New York on April 4, 
1967-e year before his assassination--tbat "the greatest pur
veyor of violence in the world today [is] my own govern-
meot." 

Has that changed? The evidence says no. Tbc same ethic 
of violence and the drive for world domination that sent U.S. 
soldiers to Vldnam also directed U .S. military personoel to kill 
people in Grenada, Libya. Panama, Somalia, the Sudan and 
Iraq during the 1980s and 1990s. Each is a nation of poor 
people, and people of col or. What would King say today about 
a U.S. foreign policy that is habitually directed at people of 
darkslcin? 

Will King's steteumtoothevio~ U.S. p
ernmart be carved in stone 1t the Tidal Basin? 

ADd wiU the desipas be instructed to carve into stooe 
King's 1967 assessment of the nation's spending habits? "A 
Dltion tbat coatiDues year after year to spend more mooey oo 

SpriqlOOO 

military defense than oo propams of social uplift is approach
ing spiritual doom." 

Acc:ording to the War Resisters IAaue and the FeJJow
ship of Reconciliation, oearty SO pm:ent of the federal discre
tionary budget is for military programs. Congress lavisbcs on 
the Pentagon an average of $700 million a day. a sum three 
times m<n than what the Peace Corps gets in a year and twice 
the annual AmeriCorps budget 

A government's values are revealed by where its JDODey 

goes. If King's views on money make it into marble, perhaps 
they can be footnoted with his comment in 1968 wben the 
House and Senate were doing wbat they are still doing. penny
pinching on social programs od splurging on the Pentagon's: 
"The Congress is sick." 

An entire generation of American students has gone 
through schools whose texts ignore the memorable antiwar 
thinking of King. 

In Lies My Teacher Told Me: Everything Your .4•rlc4n 
Kutory Book Got JJrong, James Loewen of the University of 
Vermont examined tbo 12 most commonly used high school
level U.S. history textbooks. He reports that "King. the first 
major ~to come out against the [V"tdnam] war, opposed it 
in his trademark cadeDces: 'We have destroyed [V"tetnam's] 
two most treasured institutions-the family and tbe village. 
We have destroyed their land and their crops ... We have 
corrupted their women and children and killed their men.' No 
textbook quotes King ... 

All the textboob, for sure, carry excerpcs from the"' Have 
a Dram" speech. 

After three decades of being sentimentalized into an his
torical relic mummified by the formaldehyde of nostalgia, King 
has been margina1ized in ways tbat were never possible while 
he was around to defend himself. Near the cod of his life, he 
swnmed up his mission: "'ur only hope today lies in our 
ability to capture the revolutionary spirit and go out into a 
sometimes hostile world declaring eternal hostility to poverty, 
racism and militarism." 

What bostile world? In tbe mid-19605, it included the cor
porate media whose reporters and editorial writers dismissed 
King as being far out of his depth with his antimilitary views. 
TbcNew York limes and the Washington Post inslructed King 
to stick to racial issues and leave weighty foreign policy mat
ters to sophisticated people such as the pro-Vietnam war 
editorial writers at the 1Jmu aod the Post. To King aitics Cart 
Rowan and J. Edpr Hoover, antiwar equaled anti-American. 
Rowan, a courtier to war:monger President Lyndon Jobnson, 
accused Kina of being duped by people "more interested in 

embarrassing" the United States than anything else. 

(See Which King? on Page I) 

Scott Griffiths of Cornucopia, Wl covers the barbed 
wire with a nag before leadiag a group of aati-war 
activists over tbe feace at U.S. Navy Project ELF, Sun
day, January 13, during a protest coaducted in boaor 
of tbe peace activism of Dr. Martin Luther Kiag, Jr. 
The ELF traasmitter has been the site of dozeas of 
protests because of its role in maiDtainiag the threat 
to wage auclear war with submarines. 

did not involve arrests cheered him. "But when yo\1 cross the 
fence, whether you ' re morally right or not, the actions become 
illegal. l find you guilty." 

Molly & Reba are the first Project ELF protesters to be 
tried since the state legislature rescinded the court's power to 
suspend Wisconsin driving privileges for failure to pay non
traffic-related fines. The Ashland court has used the penalty 
against nuclear resisters and others since about 1994. Oat of 
habit, the Judge did imposed the license suspension, but later 
withdrew the penalty wben ipfonned by the defendants of the 
change in the law. 

Conjlkled ELF "improvement" iklllyed 

The Navy's $2 million ELF "grounds improvement pro
gram" has been delayed for up to two years, according to 
officials at the National Forest Service. Tbc NFS has to sign 
off on any trashi.na of tbc Dlltiooal forests. Lcnny Kcmpf at 
the Olidden office of the Chequemagon National Forest told 
Nukewatcll in February that further work on the project 
wouldn't begin before 2004. 

Tbc Navy says it intents to improve the transmitter's per
formance, miuce stray voltage and increase the safety of the 
ELF transmitter's grounds. ELF's four ground sites (one at 
each end of the X-shaped antenna) me where the system jolts 
Mother Earth with some three million watts of electricity. It 
plans to drill up to 30 deep wells, 10 at three diffemlt sites, 
through which it wants to connect the ELF wire directly to the 
granite bedrock. The clearing and drilling will impact about 
lOOaaes. 

Vice Admiral Robert Natter wrote Nukewatch on Maroh 
19, 1999 that, "As a part of this program. Environmental Im
pact Statements will be prql8l'ed and made available for public 
comment" However, Kempf told us that the Forest Service 
might require only the less-sbiogart Enviroomaltal Assess
ment (AE). A formal call forpubliccommeat must acc:ompany 
the AE, and may be publisbed in July 2000. 

LCO stlulying ELF's effects on tl'etlty rigllts 

The Lac Courte Oreilles (LCO) bend of Lake Superior 
Ojibwa is studying the effects of ELF's electromagnetic pollu
tion on their federally protected rights to hunt, fish and gather 
in the ceded territories. The bafld received grants to review 
previous studies of ELF's impact on plants and wildlife, water 
and residents. LCO's expert research team and the band's gov
ernment-to-government relationship with the United States. 
~that the next few years wiU see ELF come under intense 
scrutiny. The Supreme Court recently reaffinned the Ojibwa's 
right to bunt, fish and gather without interference fiom state 
governments or agencies. 

ELF Terllfintltion Act needs eo-sponsors 

ELF opponents have a new ally in Congress. Representa
tive Tammy Ba1dwin, a first .fenD Democrat from Madison, WI 
has written to her House coUeagues asking them to eo-spon
sor the Project ELF Termination Act Baldwin aiticized the 
ELF system as militarily \ll1DICCeSS8l}' called it "a cold 
war relic, "-e waste of money and a potential health hazard. 
Senator Russ Feingold (0-Wl) has for the 4• time introduced 
taDdem legislation in the Senate. When you write them, urge 
your Senators and Rep's to eo-sponsor. For a copy of Rep. 
Baldwin's letter and for legislative updates, write or emai1 

Nukewatch. 
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NUCLEAR SHORTS 
WiiHIIIDIIDSubjeets BeiDfonaed? 

MINNEAPOUS, MN-Meat suppliers, restaurants, nursing 
homes and ehildcare eenters here say they may serve irradiated 
meat to their patrons. We wonder if the clientele will be asked for 
their consent. Kim Pearson. director of food services at Mount 
Olivet Careview Home, told a local paper that she'd written a 
researeh paper on in'adiation. "People are exposed to more radia
tion already tban they know," she said. Pearson's statement. 
which is true, implies that eating irradiated meat wiU expose you 
to radiation, which is not However, irradiation of meat does kiU 
beneficial bacteria, destroy essential amino acids and produce 
cancer-causing radiolytic products in the meat, including ben
zene and formaldehyde. The spread of irradiation will also in
crease cancer among transportation and factory workers exposed 
to eesium-137, the highly radioactive source material. Help fight 
irradiation: Food & Water, Inc. has packets to spread the word. 
(See Resoun:es)-Minneapolis Star 1ribune, Dec. 16, 1999. 

Radioactive Waste Smelting: Pardalllalt,NoSafety 

WASHINOTON-The public is not protected by the 
government's decision to tempomrily stop the sale of some ra
dioactively contaminated metals on the fteemadcet, Ralph Nader's 
Public Citizen said. The Energy Department (DOE) postponed 
the release of l6,000tonsof"vooumetricaUy contaminated nickel 
and steel. but will permit 121,000 tons-contaminated on the 
surface-to be recycled into household products such as baby 
carriages, zippers, flying pans, tableware and braces for teeth. 
(VolurnetricaUy contaminated waste is contaminated throughout 
by radioactive particles.) 

Widespread protests forced the DOE's partial reversal. But 
the NRC stiU intends (for the third time) to create an acceptable 
national standard for the amount of radiation that can be con
tained in a product made ftool recycled radioactive waste. DOE 
claims that both kinds of nuclear waste, left ftom nuclear weap
ons factories, can be cleaned enough to be "considered safe." 
-New York 'limes, Jan. 12. 2000. 

Gas MaskStuatStokes FearofNorth Korea 

SEOUL, SouthKorea-Last November the U.S. Command dis
tributed 14,000 gas masks to dependents ofU.S. soldiers and 
embassy staff here. The antic had the intended result; it caused 
a wave of concern over what North Korea was ''planning." The 
deceit came 30 days after new, high-resolution satellite photos 
proved that the North's missile-launch site is minuscule and 
shabby. last April the country's food crisis was said to "cast 
doubt on its ability to feed. and ann its 1.2-milUon·member mili-
1ary." Two million people may have starved to death over the last 
5 years. The Pentagon, weapons makers, the White House and 
the Department of State promote fear of North Korea to help 
promote the missile de:fense program. 

U.S. trading partners Italy, Russia, France, Japan, China and 
Britain scoff at U.S. fear mongering, and are all worlQng to open 
diplomatic relations. French President Chirac says U.S. talk of 
the North's missile threat "isn't persuasive." -Bulletin of Atomic 
Scientists, MarJApr., 2000; MilwaukeeJournal Sentinel, Dec. 26; New 
York 1imes, Jan. 5, 2000; Dec. 17, 15 & 4; Oct. 12; June 3; Aprill4, 
1999. 

Cbemobyl'sCndledColdaiaer: 
"Spoages" Go lasidefor Repairs 

K.IEv. ~Workers began repairing the shaky beams that 
hold up the crwnbling roo~y built 14 years ago-over 
the destroyed Chemobyl nuclear power reactor. Under world
wide pressure to prevent the roof's coUapse, and using a crane 
and an elevator exclusively designed for the job. workers were 
lowered into the demolished reactor building through a hole in 
the roof, riding inside a so-called "radiation protection box." 
Workers welded steel and added concrete to beams, wbile dan
gling over doomsday. News reports did not say whether the 
human "sponges" exited the box to do the work. The laborers 
were told towmk for.only 30minutesatatime because of extreme 
radiation levels. 

On Apri126, 1986, when operators were restarting the reac
tor, it exploded and burned out of con1rol for days, sending clouds 
ofradiationarowtdtheworld. SomeefChernobyl'scancer-caus
ing fiillout was measured in cows' milk in Minnesota. --A.shland 
Daily Press, Dec. 23, 1999. 

"Revved" Missiles Threaten National Security 

WASHINGTON, D.C.-The De-Alerting Campaign got a boost 
in December when a fonner Air Force missileerjoined U.S. Rep. 
Edward Markey (D-MA) and 84 other Members of Congress in 
calling on President Cllnton to take nuclear weapons off alert 
status. lengthening the time it takes to launch missiles. "These 
weapons should not sit like cars at a drag race with revved en
gines,"Mr. MarkeysaidattheNationalPressClub. The U.S. and 
Russia have between 2 and 30 minutes to consider a missile 
attack. "This is an intolerably short time," said Dr. Bruce Blair, the 
retired missile-control officer. Blair said that national security 
was "in considerable jeopardy in continuing to operate nuclear 
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weapons as though the cold war didn't end." The Center for 
Defense Infonnation has produced a short educational video on 
the issue called "Back From the Brink." -New York 1imes, Dec. 
I 0, 1999; ))e..Aierting Coalition. 

Rldiaeion~ooPaduahH-bomb Worken 

PADUCAH, KY--Some workers who were used in radiation 
experiments at the Paducah Gaseous Diffusion Plant were not 
told of the dangers. For 40 years the facility processed train
loads of uranium powder for nuclear weapons. A draft report by 
tbe DOE says that experiments in the 1950s included breathing 
radioactive gases, drinking w:aniwn solutions and testing respi
rators against radioactive dust, gas and smoke-sometimes with
out waming to or consent from the workers. The experiments 
came to light during a review of the filctory's operations prompted 
by a shocking Washington Post expose. The Post reported on 
an employee lawsuit alleging that contractors Lookheed Martin 
and Martin Marietta profited by lying about the presence of 
plutonium in the uranium mix, abouttheventinganddumping of 
plutonium-contaminated waste outside the site boundaries, and 
about exposing thousands of workers to the deadly plutonium. 
-Louisville, KY Courier.Journol, Feb. 6, 2000; Washington Post, 
Aug. 8, 1999. 

U.S.AdlniiBRadiadonKillinall-homb Worken 

WASHINOTON-As we've said in these pages before, 
radioactively, the cold war was hottertban heU. Now comes the 
fedeml government with a full-blown admission that radiation in 
its H-bomb fuctories killed h\mdreds, perhaps thousands, and 
will keep on killing. For SO years the government not only denied 
that contamination in the H-bomb complex killed wo:rkers with 
cancer and immune system damage, but scientists. whose stud
ies showed bigh cancer rates among workers, were oslnlcized ·· 
and their studies attacked. A federal review of previous epide
miological studies, done at 14 sites. found that 22 sorts of can
cers and leukemias OCC'Ul'red more often than expected. The xe
port also noted that due to the latency period between radiation 
ex.posme and the onset of cancer, wmkers would get sick for 
years to come. At issue is compensation for survivors. -New 
York 'limes, Jan. 29, 2000; & July 15, 1999. 

ReaetorsLeakiqu Usual 

BUCHANAN,NY-Minimizingthe ha:zardsofmdiation is 
business as usual at Cons'olidated Edison. ConEd's 26-year old 
pairofnuclearreactors here-known as Indian PoW-regularly 
leak 2 gallons of radioactive water a day. "Jmbrittled," cracking, 
and leaking steam tubes are dangerously endemic across the 
reactor industry. On Feb. 15, one or more of the 3,200 steam 
tubes inside reactor No. 2 burst, leaking 75 gallons a minute 
(108,000 gallons a day). Hot, high-pressure radioactive water 
and steam contaminated the concrete containment building. and 
an unknpwn amount of radioactive steam was vented to the 
outside. Con Ed's Stephen Quinn said that any radiation expo
sure would have been "so low as to pose no health danger, no 
need to warn nearby residents, no reason to keep the kids 'home 
from schooL" -New York Tnnes, Feb. 17 & 19, 2000. 

TheGioW(Piutaiam)Emltomy 

CANALZONE,Panama-Forty-fourtonsofhighly radio
active waste passed 1hrough the Panama Canal Jan. 17, aboard 
Britain's Pacific Swan, en route ftool France to Japan. 1t was 
only the third of 30 planned round-the-world shipments. 
0reenpeace and the Nuclear Control Institute (NCI) both ob
jected to the risk-takio& which came on the heels of the spec
tacular Dec. 13 wreck of the giant oil tanker Erllra offthe coast of 
France. The Net said the waste casks cannot withstand a ship
wreck or fire, and.that the consequences of a spill "would be 
long-Jived, hard to clean up 8nd could render the canal inoper
able and the surrounding areas uninhabitable." More than 1,300 
tons of the Japanese waste is left ftool the notoriously danger
ous process of extracting plutonimn and uranium ftom irradiated 
fUel rods. -NuclearComrollnstitute;New Yorl Tnnes, Jan. 15, 2000 
& Dec. 14, 1999. 

Deadly "Criticaaity" lpites Crities in Japan 

TOKAIMURA, Japan-Since the Sept. 30 radiation disaster at 
a reactor fUel facility north ofTokyo, the death of fuel fabricator 
Hisashi Ouchi, 3S (after months of gruesome suffering), and 
news of criminal malfeasance. Japan's nuclear industry has been 
:rocked. 

Although Mr.. Oucbi never regained consciousness, doc
tors were otdered to try unprecedented means to keep him alive. 
And though Ouchi's heart failed and his bleeding radiation burns 
never healed, doctors 1rartsfused 10 liters of blood into bis body 
every day for weeks. Wbile still comatose, and despite huge 
doses of painkiUers, Mr. Ouchi winced in agony during this 
treatment. Another uranium worker, Masato Shinohara, 39, re
mains in critical condition. "We leamed a lot," the lead doctor 
said. 

The Deadliest Foree on Earth Plans to Party 

WASHINOTON-Never one to shy away ftom honoring 
its weapons of mass destruction, the U.S. Navy is prepar
ing to party for the submarine system's tOOth birthday. 
Observations will take place on Long Island, where the 
first submarine base was established; in Connecticut, where 
today's most active base exists; in New York Harbor, where 
the Intrepid Sea-Air-Space Museum plans a submarine ex
hibit, and in New Jersey where the first sub was commis
sioned. The firste-elass stamps (above), to be issued by the 
U.S. Postal Service, bit the counters in April. The first-day 
issue is scheduled for the Submarine Force Library and 
Museum in Groton, CT. The Smithsonian Institution in D.C. 
will host a year-long exhibit displaying parts of three de
commissioned subs. 

Birthday bashes are planned for every port, as well as 
Washington, D.C., including Kings Bay, OA, Charleston, 
SC and Bangor, WA. A prayerful attitude will be appreci
ated at a special"blessing of the fleet" to take place at the 
Navy Memorial inD.C. 

Thefirstsubmarinepurchasedin 1900cost$160,000; 
today the price of aT rident is $2.SOO,OOO,OOO--without mis
siles! 

One day after the uranium fire and Tokaimma's evacuation, 
the nuclear fuel company JCO and the government declared the 
.. nuclear danger bad passed,"-ignoring the radioactive lon
gevity of the isotopes that spewed from the plant Later, JCO 
admitted the exhaust system in the building where the fire oc
curred was left on for more than two weeks, spreading radioac
tive iodine-133 and -13 J across area. Critics in Japan say that the 
government's Science and Technology and JCO may have de
liberately vented the, poisons to facilitate decontamination of 
the building. In January, British Nuclear Fuels, Inc. added gas to 
the anti-nuclear fire when first it denied then admitted falsifYing 
inspection data on two batches of plutonium fuel sold to a Japa
nese utiJity. Hundreds of civic groups and local politicians have 
begun to fight industry expansion, especially into breeder reac
tors. -Bulletin of Atomic Scientists, MarJ Apr., 2000; New Yorl Tunes. 
Dec.23, 1999; WISBNewsCommunique,Oct.29,1999. 

RESQURCES 

• Center for Defease laformation, 1779 Massachusetts 
Ave. N. W., Washington, D. C. 20036, phone: (202) 332-0600, 
email: infor@cdi.org 

. • Critical Mass Eaef1Y Projeet, Pablie Citizen, 215 
Pennsylvania Ave. S.E., Washington, D.C. 20003; phone: (202) 
546-4996. web: www.eitmm.org/cmep 

• De-Alerting Coalitioa, Physicians for Social Responsibil
ity, I 10 l 14th Street N. W., Suite 700, Washington, D. C. 20005, 
pbone;(202)89~150;~:www.psr.org 

• Food & Water, lae., • FtHHJ & WtltR Jolll'lflll. 389 Vennont 
Route 215, Walcten, VT 05873, phone: (802) 563-3300. 

• Jabiluka Ploupslaan:s, C/0 Antbony Gwytber, P.O. 
Box 3818, Darwin, NT 0801 Australia. email: 
agwytber@yahoo.com 

*Latirentiaa Sllield Resources for Nonvielenee, 12833 
Hwy 13, Maple, WI 54854; phone: (715) 364-8533; email: 
laurentn@cpintemetcom 

• Nuclear Controllastitute, 1000 Connecticut Ave. N.W., 
#804, Washington, D. C. 20036, (202) 822-8444, email: 
nci@mailback.com 

• Pabtie Citizen, Critical Mass Energy Project, Noel Petrie, 
Legislative Assistant, email: cmep@citizen.org 

• STAND, Serious Texans Against Nuclear Dwnping. 7105 
W. 34th Ave., Suite E, Amarillo, TX 79109, phone: (806) 358-
2622, email: stand@am.net 

* WISE News Communique, World Information Service on 
Energy, P.O. Box 59636- I040LC, Amsterdam, The Netherlands, 
email: wiseamster@antenna.nl 

• Trident Ploughshares 2000, 42-46 Bethel Street, 
Norwich, Norfolk, NR2 INR, UK, phone: (01603) 611953, email: 
tp2000@gn.apc.org 

• Trident Resistanee Network, Ground Zero Center, 16159 
Clear Creek Road N. W., Poulsbo, WA 98370, phone: (360) 377-
2586; email: info@gzcenter.org; or S. Kobasa. phone: (203) 777-
3849; email: kobasa@snet.net. 
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Nukewatch • IS 20 
Working for Disarmament and Justice, 

Getting Ready for Nonviolence 
ByPatKaue 

Nukewatcb began for me about 15 years ago on a trip to North 
Dakota with Sam Day. I went to visit my aunts, and Sam went to 
meet with people interested in shutting down the missiles buried in 
the Dakota prairies. As we drove through the night, Sam told me 
the story of nuclear resistance, Nukewatch and the reality of our 
country's incredible proliferation ofnuc1ear weapons. Having read 
major media all my life I of cotD:se said, "What missiles?" Sam talked 
on and I responded with, "I didn't know that" at least 300 times. My 
innocence gone, I began to volunteer at Nukewatcb, to become a 
resister/worker, and to support Sam, Bonnie and John and all the 
Nukewatcb folks who CO'lltinue to do "the work" every day of in
vestigating, reporting on and resisting the activities of militarism. 

by Nukewatcb actions. You'll see the faces of some of the people 
committed to taking a stand against nuclear madness. From the 
railroad tracks where secret shipments of radioactive waste slink 
by; to the highways where unmarked trucks carry H-bombs; to the 
Nevada Test Site where "sub-critical" nuclear weapons are still 
detonated; to Cape Canaveral where radioactive payloads are 
blasted into space; to the slowly shrinking missile fields and nuclear 
weapons factories: Nukewatch has been there, has shined a bright 
light on the deadly and pervasive nuclear threat. 

Thousands of contributions from dedicated supporters in the 
U .S. and around the world have kept Nukewatch financially soW).d. 
We send grateful thanks to all of you! Hundreds of volunteers 
have helped in the field, alerted their communities, challenged the 
nuclearists in court and even strengthened their commitment in jail. 

Getting out that information, teaching, planning and organiz
ing resistance, continuing to insist on peace and disarmament and 
going to jail as a result, is Nukewatcb's invaluable contribution to 
all of us. 

The health and environmental dangers posed by nuclear weap
ons and radioactive waste need the critical attention of 
nukewatchers more than ever. As Margaret Mead has written, 
"Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens 
can change the world, it is the only thing that ever has." 

Pill Lute. NdewtJJcll btHud ,.,., ad orrtmk 
prde11er, tuUI lln JHIItltn Dtutld Ciutlpbell, lttJVe 
do1111tetl office SJHIU atl voluteentl servicn to 
NIIUwtllcll sillce 1915. 

In the following pages you'll find Sam Day's historical nana
tive on the origin of the Progressive Foundation and Nukewatch. 
You' ll read stories by friends who were involved in and influenced 

Thank you Nukewatch and friends for 20 years of thought
filled committed wodc! 

Commitment To Nuclear Truth-Telling 
(Editor's note: The author, fonner managing editor of The Pro
gresaive, began working with Nukewatch in the spring of198t 
after leaving the magazine to become more directly involved 
as a political activist. After almost two decades he remains a 
director of Nukewatch while Spending most of his time as 
coordinator of the U.S. Campaign to Free Mordechai Vanunu, 
an Israeli nuclear technician serving an 18-year prison term for 
blowing the whistle on Israel's unacknowledged nuclear weap
ons program.) 

By Sua Day 

It was a muggy summer evening in Madison, Wisconsin. For 
hours the storm clouds bad been building over the cavernous 
University of Wisconsin stock pavilion, where hundreds had 
gathered to support The Progressive magazine, locked in an 
historic First Amendment struggle with the Federal govern
ment 

One by one the speakers sounded their approval of the 
magazine's challenge of secrecy in the government's nuclear 
weapons program-a challenge that had landed it in Federal 
court and saddled it with an injunction banning publication of 
an article entitled, "The H-Bomb Secret-How We Got It; Why 
We're Telling It" 

As the heat and humidity intensified, the time arrived for 
folk singer Pete Seeger to read letters of support from absent 
dignitaries. First he'd read the message, then he'd identify its 
author-to appreciative applause from the audience. 

It grew hotter and damper in that big barn as Seeger be
gan a letter be bad saved until the last. The crowd bung on 
each word as he read on, citing the dedication and suffering 
and sacrifices that are sometimes essential in the cause of 
nuclear truth-telling. Pausing, he concluded: "And that was 

a message from ... " 
An ear-splitting thunderclap silenced the speaker's next 

words, as the storm finally burst with pent-up fury. Seeger 
raised his band and looked heavenward. In one motion, the 
crowd rose to its feet and roared. 

The letter, it turned out, was of earthly origin. It came from 
Robert and Micbael Meeropol, the surviving sons of Ethel 
and Julius Rosenberg, whose conviction and execution on 
spurious espionage charges made them the first victims of the 
atomic secrecy mystique that still holds society in its thrall. 

The din that filled the stock pavilion for a full ten minutes 
that night marked the first squall of an infant that came to be 
called Nukewatch. Now ~ strapping, 21-year-old, the baby 
came to life on July 13, 1979, at an anti-nuclear rally that its 
planners, looking for a catchy title, bad dubbed "Nuke Watch." 
True to its name, the organization, with or without blessing 
from on high, has made a career of keeping watch over nukes. 

• • • 
Nukewatcb emerged that summer as the nickname ofThe Pro
gressive Foundation, an organization formed earlier in the 
spring to publicize and raise money for The Progressive s 
struggle against governmental censorship. After the govern
ment gave up its case that fall the organization just kept on 
going. 

SpriaalOOO 

At the time there was ample need for a lively, independent 
group focusing on the growing threat from nuclear weapons 
and nuclear power. Earlier in the year the partial meltdown of 
the Three Mile Island nuclear reactor had alerted the wodd to 
the dangers of nuclear power. And in 1979, President Jimmy 
Carter began the nuclear weapons build-up that would soon 
go ballistic in the Reagan Administration. 

Under the early leadership of Bill Christofferson, a tal
ented political writer who bad been black-balled by the Wis
consin media for his part in a strike against the Wisconsin 
State Journal in Madison, Nukewatch struck out boldly against 
a variety of nuclear excesses. 

It challenged the federal government's civil defense pro
grams that called for the evacua
tion of millions of urban dwellers 
into the countryside in the event 
of nuclear war. (With encourage
ment from Nukewatcb, Madison 
activists ceremoniously "decom
missioned" the civil defense shel
ter in the basement of the city's 
YMCA) 

It helped organize student 
groups to investigate nuclear 
weapons and other military re
search contracts at universities 
across the country. (One of the 
documents uncovered was a Uni
versity of Wisconsin Dance De
partment contract with the Air 
Force to study eye-and-ear coor
dination for cockpit pilots.) 

And, with Nukewatch's help, 
Wisconsin in 1982 became the first 
state in the union to endorse a bi
lateral U.S.-Soviet nuclear weap
ons freeze. The measure carried by 
a 75 percent margin in a statewide 
ballot initiative. 

Gaylord Nelson, the founder of Earth Day, in 1970, who repre
sented Wisconsin in the U.S. Senate until his defeat in the 
1980 R.algan landslide. 

After Christofferson 's departure as Nukewatch director 
came Cassandra Dixon, who, working with the Nuclear Infor
mation and Resource Service (NIRS}in Washington, DC, had 
joined Nukewatch earlier in a successful campaign to thwart a 
U.S. Department ofEnergy effort to build a permanent nuclear 
waste depository in the woods of northern Wisconsin and 
Minnesota. 

ln 1986 Dixon left Nukewatcb, eventually to found and 
manage a hospitality house for spouses of federal prison in
mates at Oxford, WISCOnsin. The non-profit institution, called 

Mary House, is still operating under 
her direction after 1 1 years. She was 
succeeded by Bonnie Urfer, who in 
late 1996 moved the organization to 
its present home on the Anathoth 
Commtm.ity Fann in rural Luck. Wis
consin. 

By the mid-1980s Nukewatcb bad 
become the focus of peace action in 
Madison and much of Wisconsin, or
ganizing rallies, conferences, street 

demonstrations, blockades and sit
ins in opposition to everything from 
deploying new nuclear weapons, to 
burying old nuclear waste, to the 
menace ofU .S. imperialism in Central 
America. In time it would acquire a 
national focus and a natiooal reputa
tion. 

• • • 
In 1993, from the door of his house 
overlooking the railroad tracks at a 
back entrance to the nuclear subma
rine base at Bangor, on Puget Sound 
in western Washington, anti-nuclear 
activist fliil Douglass noticed a freight 

Buoyed by the anti-war and 
anti-nuclear sentiment then 
sweeping the nation and the 

Nukewatcb mutermiDd Sam Day serves on the train painted a ghostly white. He had 
Board ofDirecton. never seen anything like it before. 

world, Nukewatcb initiated a national "nuclear free zone" move
ment. _The model for this was an action taken by the "Minutes 
to Midnight" class at Madison's Malcolm Sbabazz alternative 
high school, which declared itself to be free of nuclear weap
ons and no longer willing to accept the Pentagon's protection 
through the threat to use H-bombs against other nations. 

By the end of 1993 Christofferson bad left Nukewatch for 
a new career as a political consultant and kingmaker. He man
aged Ed Garvey's unsuccessful bid for the U.S. Senate in 1984 
and went on to victorious campaigns for Herb Kohl in the 
Senate, Sbirley Abrahamson in the Supreme Court. Paul Soglin 
for mayor of Madison, John Norquist for Milwaukee mayor, 
and others. Christofferson is now writing a biography of 

Questioning railroad workers, be 
learned that the train was loaded with nuclear warheads hauled 
under armed guard more than a thousand miles from the final 
assembly plant in Texas for installation into the long-range 
missiles of the Navy's new Trident submarines. 

The White Train, as it came to be known, galvanized peace 
activists in the western states for the next few years. Mobi
lized by Jim and Shelley Douglass and others at the Ground 
Zero Center for Nonviolent Action near Bangor, thousands 
lined the tracks from Amarillo to Puget Sound, calling national 
attention to the passage of the deadly cargo. The White Train 
also sparked a parallel campaign by Nukewatch. Through the 
long hours of a July weekend in 1984, I stood watch at a sub
urban park-and-ride lot at a crossroads leading to the Rocky 
Flats nuclear weapons trigger factory near Denver, Colorado. 
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R·BOMB TRUCK ROUTES 

I was looking for evidence of nuclear weapons traffic. In my hand I held a 
Department of Energy photograph. furnished by the agency's public 
relations office, of a highway rig specially desigoed to haul nuclear war~ 
beads and related strategic materials. Near the end of the last day two 
volunteers from the Denver Catholic Worker colllDlUDity joined me . 

.. Here she comes," cried Shidey Whiteside, pointing excitedly to an 
1 8-wheel tractor-trailer bearing down on us 1iom the direction of Rocky 
Flats. Sure enough. the square-looking radio antenna atop the truck cab 
and other tell-tale features identified the vehicle as a government ·~safe 
secure transport" (SS1), ooe of S<k>dd 8I1DOl'ed vehicles that haul 80 
percent of the Pentagon's nuclear weapons cargoes in heavily armed 
tmnwked convoys on highways all over the United States. 

This was the first of soores of convoys Nukewatch was to spot over 
the next four years in a campaign to alert the U.S. public to the presence 
of nuclear weapo_ns in their midst-no farther away than the big rig just 
ahead on the freeway, no more out-of-place than the IS-wheelers lining 
up at the oext truck stop, no more alanning than the inconspicuous crew, 
looking like nm-of-~mill knights of the road sJopping for coffee and 
doughnuts at Burger King or McDonalds. We called our campaign the H
Bomb Truck Watch. 

From Rocky Flats the truck watch moved to the Pantex nuclear weap
ons final assembly site in the Texas panhandle, to the Y -12 manium fabri. 
cation factory at Oakridge, Tennessee, and to Kirk.laDd Air Force Base in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico, hubs in the Energy Department's far-flung 
nuclear weapons transportation system. With the Benodictine Peace House 
in Oklahoma City as our communication center, vohmteers would stake 
out the gateS of these nuclear weapons facilities, fall in behind the con
voys as they emerged, and follow them for hUildRds of miles, alerting 
local newspapers and broadcast stations to the approach of the death
dealing cargoes. 

By putting peace activists in touch with nuclear weapons as the 
convoys rolled past schools and churches and shopping centers of Middle 
America, the truck watch helped raise the curtain of seCrecy which shielded 
the inner workings of the nuclear weapons complex. It helped transform 
the nuclear weapons complex from an invisible abstraction to a concme 
reality. It equipped and strengthened a network of activists intent upon 
confronting the system. The truck watch inspired a similar campaign that 
persists to this day in Britain. 

• • • 
On a cold night in January 1985, I found myself in conversation with a 

Missouri state police officer outside a fenced enclosure where demon
strators bad gathered to honor four peace activists who were to go on 
trial the next day for having broken into the facility with a pnewnatic 
jadmammer. 

The officer had been sent to the site to keep order. He shrugged 
when I. asked him·what bad been the purpose of this innocuous looking 
facility a few yards off busy Interstate Highway 70. 

.. I don't know for sure," he replied. '1bey tell me it's an underground 
anti-airoraft battery to shoot down Russian planes." 

The off-hand remark reflected most Missourians' blissful unaware· 
ness of the network of underground nuclear-armed ballistic missiles that 
dot the northwest quadrant of their state. Like the 850 similar launch sites 
planted in six other states, the 1 SO missile silos of Missouri, installed 
decades earlier, bad melted into the landscape--oot of sight and out of 
mind. The disarming of Launch Site NS, 30 miles east of Kansas City, two 

months earlier had shone the first bright light into that darkness. 
Tbe dramatic action of the "Silo Pruning Hooks," as the four activists 

called themselves, and their subsequent prison sentences of up to 18 
years, prompted the start of a Nukewatch campaign to shine the 
light into all the missile silos of Missouri and then into the other five 
missile silo fields blanketing large areas ofNortb and South Dakota, 
Montana, Wyoming, Nebraska and Colorado. 

Through the spring, summer and early fall of 1985, volunteers 
fanned out through northwest Missouri' searching for the features 
that identify missile launch sites and launch control centers that look 
more like utility substations than military installations. By October 
they had located all but a handful. Nukewatch incorporated its find
ings into large maps positioning each silo with precise directions 
for finding it: 

"Launch Site A-7: From the junction ofl-70 and County Road 
T south of Aullville. take the northern frontage road west .6 miles. 
Missile is on the right" 

With red spots denoting·each missile silo, the maps drama
tized the depth and extent of the missile silo field, making it look 
like measles had broken out in the "Show Me" state. The maps 
created a sensation at a rally held that November at Knob Noster 
State Park, in the heart of the missile field. With maps in hand. scores 
left the rally that day to spend the night next to underground nuclear 
warheads a hundred times more powerful than the bomb that destroyed 
Hiroshima. 

As it was in Missouri, so it was in the other missile silo states. 
Volunteers located the silos and launch control centers, Nukewatch 
produced the maps, and activists held rallies to introduce their neigh
bars to the death-dealing strangers in their midst Commenting on one 
such rally, then Defense Secretary Casper Weinberger accused 
Nukewatch of aiding and abetting the enemy, an ironic commentary 
on the fact that it was the U.S. public, not the Soviets, that was in the 
dark about the location of the Pentagon's land-based intercontinental 
ballistic missiles. 

The last of the six missile silo maps made their debut in Septem
ber, 1987, in Cheyenne, Wyoming, at a gathering which also incorpo
rated a watch for an H-bomb convoy then being tracked north from 
Texas. It marked a symbolic merger of two major Nukewatch cam
paigns. both an outgrowth of the organization's commitment to seek, 
tell, and act on the truth about North America's nuclear weapons. 

• • • 



The missile silo cam.palgn intensified one aspect of Nukewatcb activity that bad begun to grow much 
earlier. In the early 1980s, taking leave of the civil rights movement and earlier social justice causes, our 
campaigns against nuclear weapons policies sometimes took the form of sit-ins at federal buildings, bank 
lobbies, university n:searcb facilities, and the like. These sometimes led to arrests, trials, and brief jail 
sentences. The missile silos, guarded only by sensors hooked up to .remote Air Force security patrols, 
invited that sort of civil disobedience. 

Map-making led to silo demonstrations, and demonstrations led to unlawful entry, which led to 
IIJ'Iests, trials, and much stiffer sentences imposed by federal judges intent on protecting the Pentagon's 
"nuclear deterrent" and its image of invincibility. Inevitably, Nukewatch became a part of this process of 
nuclear truth-telling by breaking the law in the name of pe8ce. This culminated on an August morning in 
1988. We called it the "Missouri peace planting." 

Dressed in a clown suit to bring a note of levity to the occasion, I cut through the lock of Launch Site 
J-9 near Rich Hill, Missouri, and pushed the gate open for a companion and myself. We were two of 15 

peace activists IIJ1eSted that morning for simultaneous entries at a dozen missile silos in Missowi. 
The others included Bonnie Urfer, who bad become first a staff member, then the di.rector of 

Nukewatch. 
By the time the dust bad settled over several federal trials iu Kansas 

City, I was on my way to six months in prison and Bonnie had begun a 19-
month term. Nukewatch spent most of 1989 in the ca.re of a faithful fellow
activist, Susan B. Nelson of Brodhead, Wisconsin. 

The same year also brought a U.S.-Soviet agreement to begin the 
reduction of nuclear weapons and the imminent demise of the Soviet Union 
and the Cold War. By creating the false impression that nuclear weapons were 
no longer a threat, these developments pulled the plug on much of the peace 
movement here and abroad. However, convinced that the nuclear arms estab
lishment .remained alive and well and still in control of national policy, 
Nukewatch was determined to stick to its program of nuclear truth telling 

· ~"nviolent con.fiontation. 
One of the most visible manifes

tations of the continuing nuclear arms 
policy was the Navy's Extremely low 
Frequency (ELF) facility in northern 
Wisconsin. which broadcasts first-

· ·~signalstomissile-firingTrident 

and Fast Attack submarines in the ocean depths. For years the closing of ELF bad been a goal of local 
peace activists. In the 1990s Nukewatch added its we~ght to their cause. 

For a while in the early '90s Bonnie and her sister Linda ran Nukewatch out of their home about 
30 miles west of Madison with the help of a longtime associate, John LaForge, who, with his partner, 
Barb Kstt, in 1987-88had conducted a four-month, 30,~mile inspection of all1 ,1 00 U.S. missile sites 
in order to double check their locations for a book, "Nuclear Heartland, .. published by Nukewatch in 
1988. 

Then came the move to the Anathoth Community, when: LaFotge and Katt make their home and 
where LaForge now serves as Nukewatcb eo-director. The campaign to shut down ELF, with civil 
disobedience as a strategic core, became a centerpiece for Nukewatch activity. Since 1991 mo.re than 
500 trespass citations have been issued to protesters for crossing into the ELF facility secluded in the 
Chequamegon National Forest. Collectively, ELF resisters who have conscientiously refused to pay 
fines have served more than 48 months of jail time. On one occasion, as a result of Nukewatch 
lobbying, Congress came close to cutting off the funds for ELF. 

Today, Nukewatch continues its mission of nuclear truth-telling to a world grown complacent 
about the continuing threat of nuclear oblivion. The truck watch continues in the form of tracking the 
trains and trucks that carry deadly nw:lear waste from one part of the country to another. The silo 
campaign reswfaces from time to time in the form of silo vigils in Colorado, North Dakota, and other 
stales, and entries that provoke draconian prison sentences. And the tradition of nonviolent civil 
dis9bedience in the cause of peace continues to thrive, nourished by the example ofNukewatch's 
own leaders and their mends, who do their resistance from behind prison bars. 

It was Wild, Wonderful 
By Mary Knebel 

1n 1988, there were 150 missile sites sunounding Kansas City. In December of1997 some of the Peace 
Planters witnessed the destruction of the last missile. How did this come about? Could it have been 
the work of the plowsbares and Peace Planters? 

The days of the peace planters were a very special time in my life. many lessons I learned These 
lessons were taught by beautiful, pleasantly maladjusted people. People I learned to love, as we 
struggled together to build a community of resistance. The only action that happened that was 
perfectly planned was the 7:00a.m. on August 15, 1988 action. Wow! Fourteen people plus their 
witnesses were at the right spot at the right time. Amazing! What followed was chaos. The community 
was put to the test. On August 16, 17 and 18, the actors kept climbing those fences; folks were agitated 
and nervous, everything was out of control. People bad to move out ofShalom House, because Father 
WlDlpe and Sister Barbara needed to resume their worlc there. Cele Wagner invited all those "naughty 
folks" to camp ou.t at her place. Consensus was out the door. Wl.ld, wonderful, really it was, the 
community pretty much came back together. Support was there for court dates, prison visits, food was 
cooked and lots of hugs were given, people talked to each other, a celebration! 

August, 1988 was followed with an action in 1989 and then by a four-day peace camp over the 
4th of July in 1990. The last action was in October of 1991, when sixteen of us occupied one 

missile site. 
Some of the K.C. peace planters .remi

nisce about those years and talk about 
bow alive they felt doing resistance work. 
"We need to do something like that again" 
said one old friend. 

Well guess what, the Stealth 
is at Whiteman air force base. I 
got a map of the place and an 
idea ofhow to get into the base, 
undetected. Are you .ready? 
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Looking for a Peace Camp, 
Finding a Friend 

By Delany Dean 

It was a cold spring morning, 10 years ago in Kansas City. Sam 
Day's idea was that we would find a nice farmer who owned 
land surrounding a missile silo, somewhere out in the country. 
The farmer would let us put on sort of a peace camp on the 
property. This would be a totally different type of activity 
from our previous intrusions into actual silos; the arrests, de
tentions, releases, trials, and imprisonments. So Sam and I got 
in his car early on a spring morning, with our trusty Nukewatch 
silo map, planning to visit as many nearby property owners as 
possible. My apparent function, since I was a lawyer, ~ to 
lend some type of legitimacy to our request. I found this part 
of the plan highly questionable, but went along anyway. ?<>· 
ing anywhere with Sam Day was guaranteed to be some kind 
of adventuie. 

Mary Knebel packed us some snacks, oranges and ba· 
nanas, and we had some coffee. Off we went. Each time we 
approached a missile silo, we'd look for the nearest farm ho~, 
trying to fmd the farmer who owned the property surrounding 
the silo. When we found that house, we'd go up the driveway, 
park the car, and head for~e front door. Since we were ~ut in 
the country, of course, this process was nearly always mter
rupted by the resident dog, who would greet us, check us out, 
and accompany us to the door. Some of these dogs were 
friendlier than others (same for the people who answered the 
door). Most of our chats with the homeowners were interest
ing, because Sam made them so. But we had no genuine takers 
for our plan. 

This went on all day. At one point, we slowly drove past 
a house that had frozen shrubs draped entirely over the front 
door. There was a strong sense of abandonment and empti
ness about the whole place. I suggested that we move on. 
Sam insisted we give it a try. So, up the driveway we drove, 
and stopped. We sat for a moment. Great stillness greeted us. 
No dog bustled toward us. It was clear to me that nobody had 
lived there for a while. We got out of the car anyway, and 
stood beside the car for a bit. Then we saw, in the place of the 
usual dog, a different kind of creature approaching us up the 
drive. He was a very small kitten, and he walked deliberately 
up to my feet. Fearless. He placed his cheek on my_ankl! and 
rubbed, giving me the universal cat gesture of friendlmess 
and supplication. He was no more than six weeks old, and 
terribly emaciated. Obviously, he was starving. I reached down 
to pick him up, but he leapt from my hands back to the ground, 
clearly unused to being held by a human. Then he circled back 
to me, quietly meowing, looking into my face, rubbing my leg 
with his face, beseeching. 

I steeled myself to his entreaties, putting off the neces
sary decision. Sam and I walked around the place. We saw 
that the doors were boarded up, the porch had been broken 
into, and discarded clothing was scattered around out back. 
Kitten followed us. Clearly he owned the joint, all by himself. 
No other cats of any age or size were about. He was charcoal 
striped, with white stockings, a white chest ,and a brick red 
nose with a white stripe. He was handsome, and had amarvel
ous dignity in his need. 

"Sam, we have to take the kitten with us," I finally said. 
"He's starving." 

"We have some food in the car," Sam replied. "We could 
give him something." 

(Continued from Page 3) 

Which King? 
Hoover smeared King as "an instrument in the hands of 

subversive forces seeking to undermine our nation." Others 
piled on, including blacks who asked why King fragmented 
himself by mixing peace and civil rights: Doesn't he under
stand that racism is his issue, they asked, and nothing else? 

King was ready for that one~ "When I hear such ques
tions, I have been greatly saddened, for they mean that the 
inquirers have nev~really known me, my commitment or my 
calling. Indeed, that question suggests that they do not know 
the world in which they live." 

Then and now, it is a world dominated by governments 
and economic powers whose reliance on violence to solve 
conflicts made the 20th century history's bloodiest. Any me
morial to the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. that doesn't force
fully remind us of his strong opposition to war ought to be in 
Disneyland. 

Colnum McCarthy direds the Center for Teaching Peace in 
Washington and teaches collnt!S on nonviolence at several 
Washington-area schools. 

Reprinted from Minneapolis Star-1Tibune, Jan. 17,2000 
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"Sam, we have oranges and bananas. Cats won't eat fruit. 
We have to take him with us." 

God only knew what I was going to do with him. I already 
had one cat at home, and two dogs. That was enough cats, for 
sure. I vaguely hoped one of the fuzzy-minded, soft-hearted 
Peace Planter folk would happily take him home. There would 
be a bunch of people at Mary's that evening, at dinner. I'd 
palm him off on somebody then.' 

Sam agreed, and off we went, again The kitten sat on my 
lap, loudly purring, gently biting my fingers. I was acutely 
conscious of the need to feed this little fellow something, but 
the next silo was closer than the next town, so we made one 
more stop. Up another long muddy driveway we went, then 
stopped to find a diligent Airedale performing his guard du
ties. My own experience as the childhood companion of an 
Airedale told me that it would be by far the best if this dog 
never saw our kitten. Fortunately, the kitten seemed happy 
enough to stay out of sight. We cautiously got out of the car 
and had a stilted chat with the woman inside the house. We 
learned that she, like nearly all her neighbors, was extremely 
supportive of the United States air force and all its ~i~ns, 
strategies, and tactics, including the use of nuclear m.tsstles 
outside her side door, and she had no desire to learn more 
about any possible peace camp of any description. All this 
didn't take very long, and we stayed out on the front step 
throughout. I remained acutely aware of the presence, then 
the absence, of The Dog. Usually, on these visits, The Dog 
stayed near the strangers. This Dog, however, for some rea
son, found it important to further investigate the car that the 
strangers came in. 

Oh, NO! He saw the kitten, and the kitten saw him! A 
terrific row ensure, with much barking, a ferocious leaping at 
the car windows. Sam and I quickly said good-bye and hustled 
back to the car. We managed to squeeze inside, while also 
refusing entrance to The Dog, who fervently wished to join us 
inside the car. By this time, the kitten was nowhere in sight, 
but this hardly mattered any more. The jig was up. Sam got the 
car going, but we still had that very long muddy driveway 
ahead of us. He gave it the gas, then he gave it a lot of gas. We 
found that the mud would allow no more than maybe 2 or 3 
mph, which The Dog could easily manage on three legs, leap
ing and snapping at the car windows, snarling, barking, froth
ing, and using his other leg all the while to swipe at the ~t 
on the car doors. It was a genuine nightmare, complete wtth 
slow-motion. 

While our wheels spun during an eternity down the drive
way, I took a look back at the front door of the house .• The nice 
lady was not calling her dog. The nice lady had a smde on her 
face. 

Eventually we got out of that slippery driveway, away 
from that dog, and into a convenience store that sold Tender 
Vittles. Kitten stuck his face into a packet and inhaled the 
whole thing, then one more. We continued our rounds of silos 
till the day was done, then headed back to Kansas City. 

At dinner that evening at Mary Knebel's, I offered Kitten 
up for adoption. As it turned out, I was the only fuzzy-minded, 
soft-hearted Peace Planter who would take him. He's lived 
with me for ten. years now, grown into a grand and beautiful 
tigerish cat, and I often tell him how glad I am we f?und ~h 
other in that frozen driveway back ten years ago His name ts 

Wmston. I often wish I'd named him "Sam." 
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185 Arrested at 
British Trident Base 

By Laumatian Shield Resourees for Nonviolenee 

In another major victoey for the Trident Ploughshares 2000 
campaign (see Resources), 400 protesters blockaded the gate 
ofFaslane submarine base near Glasgow on Valentines Day. 
For two hours the blockade prevented workers from entering 
the base where the UK Trident nuclear weapons submarines 
81'e based. 

In their effort to preserve military status quo, police chose 
to detain 185 peace activists. Included in the arrests were a 
memberofthe Scottish Parliament, Tommy Sheridan, a mem
ber of the European parliament, Caroline Lucas, and Scottish 
church ministers. 

A Trident Ploughshares spokesperson said: "Today's 
blockade shows that more and more people 81'e grasping the 
urgency of the threat posed by Britain's unlawful nuclear ar
senal. We 81'e delighted that so many have been ready to take 

this significant step toward preventing nuclear crime." 

Nuclear war 
without H-bombs 
• Yugoslav officials warned the International Atomic 

Energy Agency in April of its concern about a possible NATO 
attack on the V mea Institute ofNuolear Science, 10 miles from 
Belgrade. The institute holds 60 kilograms ofhighly radioac
tive uranium-235. U.S. officials said that Vmca was not on 
NATO's target list, but when asked about missed targets, an 
unnamed official said even it if were hit by accident, "there 
would not be major radiological contamination." (New York 
7imes,Aprill9, 1999) 

•The use ofU.S. uranium-tipped munition&--sO-Called 
depleted uranium or "DU"-against populated areas in Yugo
slavia was a first in military history. The weapons were used 
extensively in the Persian Gulf bombing, but Yugoslavia is 
more densely populated and has far more precipitation than 
the desert. The U-238 turns into toxic .and radioactive dust 
upon impact with armor and is water-soluble. No warning of 
the potential dangers of DU exposure has been issued to the 
people of Kosovo. 

• By bombing oil refineries, NATO sent giant oil sticks 
down the riv.er that provides cooling water for a Bulgarian 
nuclear reactor. At one point a 24-kilometer-long slick threat
ened to clog the giant intake screens and shut off coolant to 
the reactor core. 
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The Outlaw Status of Nuclear Weapons 
By BonDie Urfer 

Sometimes I get arrested opposing nuclear weapons. But the 
law is perfectly clear-it always has been--iegarding what's 
prohibited in war. Nuclear weapons are monsters of indiscrimi
nate destruction, torture and suffering and they're illegal. 

By law, ifl see a crime in progress, I'm obligated to do my 
best to stop it. It could be a burglar emptying my neighbor's 
house, or it could be a woman and man brandishing weapons, 
in battle on the street. .. it doesn't matter. I see the government 
continuing plans and furthering preparations for nuclear war 
with a furious willingness and constant readiness. It's illegal. 

In 1863, the U.S. issued the first domestic comprehensive 
code regulating armed conflict in modern times. The "Lieber 
Code," issued during the U.S. Civil War, was titled "Instruc
tions for the Government of Armies of the United States in the 
Field." The Lieber Code prohibited destruction of property, 
robbery, pillage, wounding, maiming or killing of civilians---ell 
under penalty of immediate death if the perpetrator refused to 
stop. The Lieber Code served as a model for the 1907 Hague 
Convention IV regulating international conflict. 

Codes of ethics existed thousands of years ago to gov
ern the acts of warriors. Those ancient rules remain the foun
dation of today's law. International and domestic law contin
ues to change and improve, but very slowly. The methods of 
war on the other hand have changed quickly. High technol
ogy provides the means to kill rapidly, easily and indiscrimi
nately. 

The Law of Armed Conflict, under which soldiers of to
day operate, is extremely restrictive and most of the rules are 
elementary. A few examples include prohibitions against manu
facturing or wearing enemy uniforms, severe penalties for rape 
or torture an~ imprisonment for attacks on civilian property. 

There are numerous underlying reasons for codes gov
erning armed conflict. Laws of conflict prevent barbarism, de
generation, savagery and brutality. They retain conditions of 
humanity for the sick. injured, prisoners of war and civilians. 
The laws also encompass courtesies, honor and ceremony. 
It's illegal to use poison or treachery. Rules of war protect 
both combatants and civilians from unnecessary suffering. 
Laws of war serve the broader public in the same way traffic 
laws do. They maintain order, civility and clarity. They are 
meant to keep all of us noncombatants safe. 

When I think about the destructive power of nuclear weap
ons, there is no doubt in my mind that every aspect of their 
planning, preparation or use violates--to the root-every law, 
ethic, code, treaty and convention. They violate the natural 
law of common sense. 

International agreements to which the U.S. is a party in
clude: The Hague Conventions of 1907; the Geneva Protocol 
of 1925; the lnter-American Treaty of 1935 that protects art, 
monuments and scientific institutions; the Geneva Conven
tions of 1949 and the Treaty of Principles governing outer 
space of 1967. Even if an opponent ignores the laws of armed 
conflict, it is illegal to wage war indiscriminately. 

The International Court of Justice, in its decision of July 
8, 1996 says, "From the above mentioned requirements ... the 
threat or use of all nuclear weapons would generally be con
trary to the rules of international law applicable in armed con
flict, and in particular the principles and rules ofhumanitarian 
law." 

Unfortunately, a controversial and bazaar exception came 
with the ICJ opinion. It states, "However in view of the current 
state of international law and of the elements of fact at its 
disposal the Court cannot conclude definitively whether the 
threat or use of nuclear weapons would be lawful or unlawful 
in an extreme circumstance of self-defense, in which the very 
survival of a state would be at stake." 

Since the U.S. will never face an extreme circumstance 
threatening its very survival, the exception is moot. Besides, 
the U.S. is bound by more stringent treaties clearly prohibit
ing the indiscriminate, poisonous and inter-generational ef
fects of nuclear attacks. It should be noted that ten of the 
Court's 14 judges refused to agree to the above exception, 
which was imposed by the judges from the nuclear-armed 
states. 

Civil resisters usually enter an anti-war attest situation 
only after serious study, rigorous nonviolence training and 
meetings to carefully plan an action. Further, activists gener
ally participate in extensive legal discussions of the bomb's 
status in law, court procedures and likely consequences. 
Friends, supporters, family and legal advisors consider hun
dreds of questions. Heart and soul are turned inside out look
ing for the right words, answers. Anti-war acts of conscience 
are extremely personal and yet could hardly be more publicly 
scrutinized. 

For the past 137 years the U.S. has legislated and partici
pated in perfecting law regarding anned conflict, both domes
tically and internationally. There is precedent in this nation's 
actions. The treaties ratified by the U .S. Senate explicitly bind 
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every court in this country. It's constitutional law. Some 
courts-though rarely--ttllow international law evidence in 
trials of disarmament activists. Last year courts in Scotland 
and Washington state found anti-Trident activists not guilty 
of disorderliness and even property destruction-because of 
the outlaw status of nuclear weapons. 

lnKitsap County in Washington, on June 7, 1999, a group 
of activists with Ground Zero were acquitted of disorderly 
conduct charges stemming from a blockade at the Bangor Tri
dent submarine base. Judge James Riehl allowed testimony 
on international law and sent the jury to deliberate with spe
cific instructions including: "You are instructed that as a mat
ter of federal Constitutional law, states are bound to respect 
the terms of treaties entered into by Congress. Congress alone 
has the power to abrogate a treaty or impose any additional 
limitations. Thus to the extent there may be a conflict between 
a law of the state of Washington, and a right granted or an 
obligation imposed by a treaty of the U.S. the right granted or 
the obligation imposed by the treaty will govern." 

Another jury instruction in the same case said, "A per
son acts with 'lawful authority' when he or she acts in reliance 
upon his or her reasonable interpretation of a relevant state or 
local ordinance, state or federal statute, treaty, or state or fed
eral court ruling." 

The last two court cases involving anti-nuclear activists 
in Kitsap County ended in acquittals. For a January 15th, 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday protest-the latest action 

against nuclear weapons at the Trident base-the county pros
ecutor has failed to file charges. 

Two cases in Great Britain also brought acquittals. On 
October 21, 1999, Greenock Sheriff ("Judge" In our lingo) 
Margaret Gimblett found three women not guilty of"malicious 
damage and theft" after their "tea party" aboard a floating 
naval laboratory. Defense attorney John Mayet argued that 
Trident was illegal under international law, and the women 
were acting to prevent an ongoing crime. The trial lasted 4~ 
weeks and the jury heard from international law expert Francis 
A.Boyle. 

"Sheriff" Gimblett found the women had acted without 
malice or criminal intent. In her view, the illegality of the Tri
dent system under international law justified thetr action. She 
directed the jury to acquit on all charges. 

We see a pattern: In courtrooms where juries are allowed 
to hear the facts regarding the bomb, international law and the 
law of armed conflict, disarmers are declared innocent. 

Radical actions are often misunderstood. Beside being 
the right thing to do, historically civil resistance and disobedi
ence have proven to be successful tactics that have led to 
increased social justice. Freedom of speech, women's right to 
vote, the eight-hour workday, the end of slavery and Jim 
Crow-all came at a heavy cost and against all odds. This 
history is my basis for hope. 

I know why I get arrested standing against nuclear weap
ons. To do otherwise makes me feel like a criminal. 

''DON'T SHOCK 
YOUR MOTHER!'' 
JOIN US MOTHERS, DAY WEEKEND 
ABOLISH THE NAW,S PROJECT ELF 
TRANSMin'ER, THE TRIDENT TRIQQER 

Friday, May 12: 
Benefitconcert DAR 
Featuring singer songwriter 

WILL lAMS 
With special guest, Duluth's own 

Sara Thomsen 

Mitchell 
Auditorium, 
College of 
St. Scholastica, Duluth, MN 
8:00 p.m. 
$18.50 donation. $12 w/student I.D. 

Proceeds go to Loaves and Fishes Community & the Anathoth Community Fann. Sliding scale 
prices for low-income folks and participants in Mothers' Day weekend gathering. Call (218) 724-2054 
to register and for hospitality. 

Ticket infonnation: Mitchell Auditorium: (218) 723-7000. Money order by mail. Mitchell auditorium 

box office, CSS, 1200 Kenwood Ave .• Duluth, MN 55811. Tickets to be held at the door. 

Saturday, May 13: 
9:00a.m. Nonviolence training, action planning, potluck meals: Peace Church, 1015 E. ll th Street, 

Duluth, MN. Evening social & dance begins at 8:00p.m 

Sunday, May 14: 
Mothers' Day at Project ELF: 10:00 a.m. caravan from Duluth to Project ELF site, Clam Lake, Wl. 

Lunch at noon. Nonviolent direct action to abolish ELF & the Nuclear Navy. 
Featured speakers: Mary Lou Ott, Gait Vaughn, Barb Kass and more. 

[Sunday round-trip bus from the Twin Cities, $20.00. Call Maggie Drew: (612)927-5087.] 

FFI: Nukewatch: phone (715) 472-4185: fax (715) 472-4184; e-mailnukewtch!aiwin.bright.net> 

Nukewatch Patlifinde.,._.J} 



The A·lO "Warthog" is a war plane built around 
a gun-a 30mm 7-ba"el Galling gun-that can 
spew 3,900 rounds per minute. These criminal 
planes fired 95% of the depleted uranium deployed 
by the U.S. during the Gulf War, leaving behind 
300-800 tons. -The DU Plowshares 

ESSEX, MD-OnDee. 19, four activists disarmed two A-10 
Warthog [Thwtderbolt 11] warplanes at the Warfield Air Na
tional Guard Base here. The activists hammered and poured 
blood on the A-lOs because the Warthog, used against the 
Persian Gulf and Yugoslavia, has a Gatling gun which fires 
depleted uranium ammwtition. 

Calling themselves the "Plowshares Vs. Depleted Ura
nium," Philip Benigan, Susan Crane, Rev. Stephen Kelly and 
Elizabeth Walz explained that they were moved to resistance 
because of the environmental damage caused by depleted 
uranium in Iraq and Yugoslavia and because the Pentagon 
sells DU ammwtition to a host of other countries, including 
Israel and Turkey. DU is mostly uranium-238, toxic, radioac
tive waste left ovet from nuclear weapons production. 

Benigan and Kelly were brought to a bail review hearing 
before State District Court Judge Robert Dugan. They were 
charged with trespassing--alrrying a maximum 90 days in jail 
and/or a $500 fine; malicious destruction with damage over 
$3()()-....three years and/or $2,500; 3rd-degree burglary-1 0 
years; and 4th-degree burglary-three years. Bail was set at 
$75,000, and the prisoners were ordered to stay away from the 
air base. It was noted there is a federal detainer out for Rev. 
Kelly. 

The women appeared before District Court Judge Bar
bara Jung. A. male prisoner, charged with first-degree homi
cide, smiled when he was told his bail was $10,000. Crane's 
bail, however, was $50,000, and Walzwas held on $15,000. The 
charges were the same as for the men, except Crane was also 
charged with 2nd-degree assault, canying a possible 10 years 
and/or a $2,500 fine. 

There have been more than 65 Plowshares actions. The 
first took place Sept. 9, 1980, when Philip and Rev. Daniel 
Benigan, Rev. Carl Kabat, Sr. Anne Montgomery and four 
others hammered and poured blood on nuclear weapons nose 
cones at aGE plant in PA. 

Trial for the DU Plowshares starts March 20 in Towson, 
MD. For more information, call JonahHouse(410) 233-6238. 

On Going Nonviolent Alternatives Announces 

2 programs for 2000. June: "Learning Harmony With the 
Lakota/Dakota", 3 weeks in Lakota/Dakota Commwtities. 
Summer: "Nonviolence and Wholistic Living", 3-4 weeks 
in India. Contact: Nonviolent Alternatives, 825 4th St. 
Brookings,SD57006;Phone(605)692-3680or(605)692-
8465; Email: carlekS6@hotmail.CQOl. 

March 
20 "Piowshares Vs Depleted Uranium" Trial starts 

March 20 in Towson, MD. Elizabeth Walz, Rev. Steve Kelly 
S.J., Susan Crane and Philip Benism face numerous 
charges with possible sentences ranging from 90 days to 10 
years. The trial is expected to last 4 to 5 days. Contact: Jonah 
House for infounationand to make hospitality arrangements, 
please; Phone: (410) 233-6238. 

24 Peaee for the Earth Coaeertwith Jenny Mahan 

in Ashlaad, WI. Benefit for the Peace Club. Contact: 
Northland College Peace Club; Phone: (715) 682-1250. 

April 
1-19 Fast 2000 to Close the SOA in Washing

ton, D.C. Sunday-Kickoff rally in Lafayette Park starting 
at 11 a.m. Juice only fast from April6 -19. Contact: SOA 
Watch, P.O. Box4566, Washington, D.C. 20017;Phone: 
(202) 234-3440; Email: soawatch@knight-hub.com; Web: 
www.soaw.org. 

S-9 CivO Resistanee at theY -ll Faetory, Oak 

Ridge, TN. Y -12 is a utanium processing facility and 
radioactive waste storage site. Coataet: Email: 
orep@earthlink.n Phone: (423)483-8202. 

9 Jubilee~ U.S. National Day ofMobiliDtioa. 

Human chain planned for Washington, D.C. Citizen actioiJ 
groups. Concerned about Aftica, Latin America and Asia? 
Monday lobby day. Contact: Dan Geisler at (608) 831-6675~ 

14-17 The Global Network Against Weapou 

and Nuclear Power in Space "Kiep Spaeefor Peaee." 
Four days of protest, ~aference and lobb~ing in Wash
ington, D.C. Contact: Global Network, P.O. Box 90083, 
Gainesville, FL 3260?; Phone: (352) 337-9274; Email: 
globalnet@mindspring.com. 

16-22 Holy Week Walk, Las Vegas to 

Merenry. Contact: Marc Page ofNevadaDesert Experi
ence; Phone: (702) 646-4814. 

May 
1-S International can in Days against Star 

WaniBMD. Call the White House(202) 456-1414or Fax: 
(202) 456-2461 to register your opposition to war in space. 
Contact: Global Network, P.O. Box 90083, Gainesville, FL 
32607; Phone: (352) 337-9274. 

Should the U.S. have a 
Missile Defence System? NOI 

By U.S. Rep. Cyathia MeKinaey 

President Reagan called for an anti-ballistic missile defense 
system 16 years ago. Forty billion dollars later, we don't have 
a weapon that can shoot down an ICBM. Can you imagine the 
outrage if Congress spent $40 billion for highway construc
tion without putting down a single mile of road? 

Yet Star Wars proponents dismiss costs and failures of 
most tests and point to emerging threats from rogue nations. 
That threat does not hold water any more than Kennedy's 
"missile gap" or Reagan's "window of vulnerability." They 
were all contrived to justify spending money that goes to an 
industry known for generous campaign contributions to its 
friends. 

Clearly, if our nuclear arsenal and conventional military 
superiority deterred the Soviet Empire, it can do the same to 
Korea or Iraq. As far as the threat from terrorists, Timothy 
McVeigh proved you don't need to build an ICBM to deliver 
a bomb. 

As an Armed Services Committee member, I heani testi
mony from military officials on threats to the public and our 
military. They range tiom biological and chemical terrorism to 
computer attacks on our intelligenee systems. Each of the 
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joint chiefs spoke of the need for adequate pay, benefits, train
ing and equiPment for our military personnel. 

Gen. Henry Shelton, chairman of the Joint Chiefs ofS~ 
said, "The chiefs question putting additional billions of tax
payers' dollars into fielding a system now that does not work 
or has not proven itself. .• " 

Instead of addressing critical needs, Congress voted to 
build a "Maginot Line" in space, prompting one analyst to 
write, "The only thing that seems certain is that the missile 
defense program will intercept large amowtts of taxpayers' 
money." 

The Congressional Budget Office estimates the cost of a 
missile defense system from $31 billion to $60 billion. That 
money is not going for defense, health care, education or vet
erans' benefits. 

It's true that there is nothing harder to kill than a govern
ment program, especially if it has already spent over $40 bil
lion with nothing to show. It is time to drive a stake through 
the heart of the Star Wars system. 

llq. Cylrtltkl McDinq is • DMtocrtltfro• Georg/11. This 
IUfJck tiJ'P«<IWl l1t tile J1111111117edltioll of AIDerieaa Legion ,..... 

12-17 Hope & Resistaaee International 

Gathering, Oxford, England. A gathering of people from all 
over, committed to nonviolent direct action. Inspired by the 
"Plowshares" tradition with workshops on nonviolence, 
sustainability and support. Contact: Rowan Tilly, P.O. Box 
3279, Brighton, BNl 1TL. ENGLAND; Phone: +(44) 1273 625 
173; Email: rowantilly@gn.apc.org. 

7-13 Shoshoae Walk& Run for the Damaged 

Land. Warm Springs to Mercury, NY. Contact: Johnnie Bobb 
of the Western Shoshone Nation; Phone: (775) 964-2210. 

11-14 Nevada Test Site Gathering and nonvio

lent direct aetioa. Contact: Healing Global Wounds; Phone: 
(760) 852-4175 or the Shundahai Network; Phone: (702) 647-
3095. 

12-13 Doa'tShoek Your Mother! Friday

evening benefit eoaeert featuringDAR WILLIAMS in 
Duluth, MN; Saturday-workshops; Sunday-noon hmeh 
and eivil resistanee at Projeet ELF. Project ELF is the 
Navy's one-way commwtication transmitter for Trident 
nuclear submarines. Contact: Nukewatch, P.O. Box 649, 
Luck, WI54853;Phone:(715)472-4185;Email: 
nukewtch@win.bright.net. For hospitality arrangements 
eaU Joel or Jeny at Dorothy Day House in Duluth; Phone: 
(218) 724-2054. 

July 
1-Aug. 9 People'sCampaigaforNoavio

leaee. One month of daily vigils, rallies and nonviolent 
direct aetioa at the White House, Capitol and Pentagon. 
Evening events, nonviolence training sessions throughout 
the summer campaign. Contact: FellowshipofReconcilia
tion;Phone:(914)358-4601. 

6-9 International Coafereaee on War Tu issues 

in Washington, D.C. Hosted by the National campaign for a 
Peace Tax Fund on the campus of Catholic University. 
Contact: NCPTF, 2121 Decatur Pl. NW, Washington, DC 
20008; Phone: (202) 483-3751. 

August 
6-9 Nukewateh is joining the Fellowship ofReeon· 

eiliatioa's efforts in its People's Campaign for No•violeaee 
ill Washiagtoa,D.C. Contact: Nukewatchat(715)472-4185or 
BarbaraHoffinan(920) 722-7657. 

Nuclear Arms 
Race With 
Ourselves 

SANTA FE-For the first time in more than a decade, the 
Department of Energy signaled in its budget the agency's 
intent to build wholly new thermonuclear warheads. 

The DOE backpedaled furiously • its budget request 
was shown to set as a goal the building of an automated 
nuclear-weapons factory to make "new-design pits." 

"'It's in error," said Robin Staffin, senior adviser to DOE 
Sec. Bill Richardson. DOE officials edited the phrase ''new
design" out of their budget last week, substituting the words 
"replacement weapons pits." 

Replacement by new pits? DOE was spinning a third sen
tence structure calling its proliferation "replacement pits for 
stockpiled (existing) warheads." 

"There is no change in policy relative to the design or 
fabrication of new warheads and associated plutonium pits," 
DOE's weapons chief, Brig. Gen. ThotnM Gioconda, said on 
Feb. 22. Plutonium pits are the radioactive guts ofH-bombs. 

Weapons experts say they would never send a newly 
designed pit into the arsenal without a full-blown bomb test, 
which is prohibited by executive order. 

"If you cannot test, you cannot develop new warheads," 
fonner AssistantDefense Secretary Harold Smith said in 1996. 
Of course the Senate voted down the Test Ban Treaty, and a 
new president can rescind the order. 

The DOE denies it is designing new H-bombs, but its 
1997 policy statement said, ''Nuclear weapons in the enduring 
stockpile will eventually be replaced. (New system develop
ment may be needed even to maintain today's military charac
teristics.) This work is anticipated to begin around 2010." 

Source: AllnMJuerque Journal, Feb. ·24, 2000. 
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By Bonnie Urfer 

Environmentalists condemned it. Citizens and local govern
ments won a tempomry federal restraining order against it. 
The Great Lakes Conference of Mayors passed a resolution 
against the use of it. The International Association of Fire 
Fighters didn't want to risk it. The city ofPort Huron passed a 
resolution against the transport, use or testing of it in the 
Great Lakes Basin. The city ofNepean passed a resolution to 
prohibit the transport, as did St. Clair County and the City of 
Buffalo. Michigan State legislators Jud Gilbert and Lauren 
Hager, both Republican representatives, introduced a resolu
tion opposing it. New Democrat Party leaders Alexa 
McDonough and Howard Hampton condemned the testing 
plans. State Rep. Andy Neumann proposed a million-dollar 
fine fortnmsporting the material across bridges spanning Great 
Lakes water. The Department ofEnergy (DOE) was forced to 
hold public hearings and scoping meetings, collect public 
comments and face media scrutiny-all of which showed over
whelming opposition. What is it? 

It is "MO X'' or mixed oxide fuel for nuclear power reac
tors, a mix ofplutoniwn and uraniwn recovered from retired H
bombs. MOX is part of a first-timeexperimentcalled the Parallex 
Project in which the fuel rods-a blend of970/o uraniwn oxide 
and 3% plutoniwn-oxido-will be tested for two years in a 
Canadian Candu reactor. The DOE says the test is part of its 
so-called disarmament efforts with Russia. The U.S. is picking 
up the $20-million tab for the entire experiment. 

First Nations across northeastern Ontario threatened to 
disrupt shipments of the plutonium, unless the federal gov
ernment immediately consulted affected communities. "We 
haven't had an opportunity to have our concerns raised and 
addressed," said Earl Commanda, chief of the Serpent River 
First Nation. The North Shore Tribal Council and Mohawk 
elders condemned the proposed use of the Trans-Canada 
Highway, from Sault Ste. Marie to Chalk River, northwest of 

MOX Moves Secretly--DOE Dusts Democracy 
Ottawa, Ontario. 

From the LosAlamosNational Laboratory in New Mexico, 
to Atomic Energy of Canada, Ltd.'s (AECL) laboratories at 
Chalk River, Ontario, citizens of Canada and the U.S. demanded 
warning that the plutoniwn was on the road. The DOE shipped 
it secretly. 

Tracked by satellite, the unmarked tractor-trailer--cany
ing nine MOX fuel rods, including 4.2 ounces of weapons
grade plutonium-crossed the U.S. in January. The DOE sent 
armed guards with shoot-to-kill orders along with the ship
ment in what the DOE called "an enhanced security platfonn." 
The couriers, who normallytnmsport atomic bombs and com
ponent parts, carry shotguns, assault rifles, pistols and night
vision goggles, etc. 

Gordon Edwards, president of the Canadian Coalition for 
Nuclear Responsibility said, "It's a national disgrace that we 
are going into the 21st century with the same degree of se
crecy and stupidity surrounding nuclear policy decisions, as 
we have experienced in the 20th century." 

Two or three similar shipments of fuel are expected to 
arrive by ship from Russia at the port of Cornwall on the St. 
Lawrence Seaway. The plutoniwn is scheduled to be trucked 
from there to Chalk River. The Akwesasne Nation vowed to 
use every means possible, even physical blockades, to pre
vent Russian MOX from being shipped across its territory. 

Both the U.S. and Canada claim that the MOX plan helps 
rid the world of weapons-grade plutonium. But the process in 
no way destroys plutonium, with its radioactive half-life of 
24,000years. Plutonium, used in fuel rods, creates anew stream 
of radioactive waste, making the long-tenn storage problem 
even more complex. Canadians have expressed concern about 
eventually becoming a dump. 

Plutonium fuel rods may be used at Chalk River for 28 
years provided testing is "successful." 

••••••••••• 
U.S. District Chief Judge Richard Enslen in Michigan issued a 
tempomry restraining order Dec. 8 prohibiting the tnmsport of 
MOX through the state. Opponents of the shipment moved 
for a preliminary injunction stopping all the shipments-U.S. 
or Russian-until a federal Environmental Impact Statement 
(EIS) could consider the consequences of a shipwreck, truck 
crash or fire. The order. lasted just 10 days. DOE lawyers· ar
gued that delaying the shipment would "jeopardize nuclear 
disannameQt treaties with Russia" and other countries. 

This is a reference to the DOE's plan to process half of its 
50 tons of plutonium waste into fuel (unusable for bombs), 
and bury the other half underground. The MOX fuel scheme 
is portrayed as disannament when in fact it's intended to give 
extended life to the decrepit nuclear power industry by stretch· 
ing the operating licenses of otherwise unlicensable reactors. 

Judge Enslen's order considered: 1) whether the critics 
had a "strong" likelihood of preventing the DOE action be
cause of the dangers involved; 2) whether the critics would 
suffer irreparable injury without an injunction; 3) whether is
suance of a preliminary injunction would cause substantial 
harm to others; and 4) whether the patblic interest would be 
served by issuance of a preliminary injunction. The Judge an
swered no to all four questions. 

Ironically, the court found that the National Environmental 
Policy Act was trumped by binding international deals---in this 
case the nuclear non-Proliferation Treaty. The court said that 
agreements made between Russia and the U.S. were an execu
tive decision that should not be interfered with by the judicial 
branch. Attorneys Kary Love and Anabel Dwyer, nuclear weap
ons and international law experts who brought the suit, may 
have swallowed hard at that. Hearing a O.S.judge acknowledge 
the supremacy of international law is ex1remely rare in federal 
courts that, as a rule, pretend that international law is irrelevant. 

For good measure, the judge dared to say that one MOX 
shipment did not pose a risk to citizens; as ifhis word sufficed as 
an environmental impact statement 

Enslen's 26-pageruling denied a preliminary injunction and 
vacated the temporary restraining order. Attorney's Dwyer and 
Love have asked for a fonnal reconsidetation, and may appeal. 

The DOE's load ofMOX made it to the Canadian border 
Jan. 15. The mayor's office in Sault Ste. Marie, Mich. called 
state activists to report that the shipment went across the 
International Bridge at 10 a.m. and then, amazingly, was jlowrt 
by Canadian helicopter to Chalk River. While U.S.Iaw forbids 
air transport of plutonium-over U.S. territory, the Ottawa 
government approved the switch from truck to helicopter 

Risking a helicopter crash succeeded in evading public 
protests and an international confrontation on Native Nation 
lands, but flying may have been illegal in Canada too, accord
ing to critics including Tony Martin, New Democrat Party 
MPP from Sault Ste. Marie. Grounds for law suits are under 
investigation. 

The Ontario Public Service Employees Union filed 
charges against the government under the Occupational 
Health and S'lfety Act for exposing workers. "The employees 
knew something was amiss only when they got to work and 
found the hangar swarming with 100 armed, sharp shooting 
police," said Robert DeMatteo, a union official. 

The DOE then announced that it completed a "one-time 
shipment of a small quantity of mixed oxide nuclear fuel to 
Canada." Did the agency mean that future shipments would 
be large quantities? Hundreds of similar MOX transports are 
potentially heading for a site in South Carolina. The DOE's 
tactics this time indicate that the democratic process is threat
ened, not protected, by nuclear weapons. 

Shoppers Beware: USDA Approves Nuked Meat! 
By Weaoaab Bauter, Pui;Jie CitizeD 

Under pressure from the meat industry, the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) announced on December 14, 1999 that 
refrigerated or frozen raw beef, pork, lamb, as well as meat 
products can be treated with radiation to kill microorganisms 
that cause disease. USDA also weakened its existing regula
tions for poultry, including no longer requiring that poultry be 
irradiated in the package in which it is sold. This means that 
irradiated poultry products can be used as ingredients in fur
ther processed products, such as TV dinners. 

Unfortunately, rather than cleaning up the filthy condi
tions at large corporate fanns and industrial slaughterhouses, 
the meat industry and their allies in the Government are pro
moting food irradiation as a way to prevent food-borne ill
ness. Food irradiation will not solve the problems associated 
with the unsanitary conditions at huge factory-sized farms, 
from which feces-covered animals are tnmsported to indus
trial-sized slaughtering facilities. Workers at these facilities 
are increasingly required to speedup, sometimes ''process
ing" as many as 300 cows an hour, and too few USDA inspec
tors are on hand to insure that procedures to prevent contami
nation are followed. 

USDA's Retail LabeliDgRequinmeaCs for Meat 
While the new USDA rule does include a requirement for 

labeling irradiated meat and poultry products sold at retail, 
meat served in facilities like restaurants, hospitals or school 
cafeterias does not have to be labeled. This means that con
sumers will have no ~ay of insuring that the meat they eat in 
these places is not irradiated. Consumers of fast food burgers 
should be especially concerned, since hamburger patties are a 
prime candidate for irradiation. 

Moreover, if the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 
does not continue to require labeling, the USDA is unlikely to 
require labeling. USDA is "harmonizing" all of their food regu
lations with the FDA. Requirements are as follows: 
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1) Packaged meat products irradiated in their entirety must latory approval, but decrease protections for consumers. The 
bear the international radura symbol. Unfortunately, the sym- new rule will shorten by two to five years the time required for 
bol, which contains simple petals in a broken circle, is benevo- the approval process for additives. 
lent looking and its meaning is not widely recognized. Addi- USDAAppnwesMeatlrndiadoa WithoutProofofSafety 
tionally, products must either include the word "lmldiated" as The lepJization of food irradiation is based on a house of 
part of the product name or must bear a statement such as cards. No studies have been done to show that a long-term diet 
"Treated with radiation" or ''Treated by irradiation." The radura of ilradiated foods is safe. In legalizing the irradiation of raw 
must be placed in conjunction with the required statement, if meat, the USDA relied upon the FDA's determination that food 
the statement is used. The statement is not required to be irradiation is safe. Unfortunately, the FDA based their legaliza
more prominent than the declaration of ingredients and it can tion of food irradiation on shaky scientific evidence. 
be anywhere on the package. A special task force of the FDA reviewed a large body of 
2) Unpackaged meat products irradiated in their entirety are scientific literature on the toxicological testing of irradiated 
required to have the radura symbol and a statement "promi- food. However, they based their approval offood irradiation 
nently and conspicuously" displayed to purchasers either.. on only five studies. The FDA task force reviewed over 2000 
through labeling on a bulk container or "some other appropri- studies, over 400 of which met a high enough standard that 
ate device." The agency does not define what this "other they could potentially have been reviewed. Obviously, since 
appropriate device" could be. the FDA used such ~ small sample, the potential fot bias is 
3) The USDA also allows labeling statements and claims great. Furthennore, because they were unable to provide de
regarding the "beneficial effects" and the purpose of irradia- finitive evidence of the safety of irradiated food, the FDA 
tion. eventually based their legalization of food irradiation on a 
4) Multi-ingredient products. which include an irradiated theoretical model about how many new chemicals ("radiolytic 
meat product, must only reflect its inclusion in the ingredient products," some of which are carcinogens) are fonned in the 
statement on the finished product's label. food by irradiation. 
S) The USDA cancelled two labeling requirements for poul
try. The requirement that a) "letters used for the qualifYing 
statement shall be no less tban one-third the size of the largest 
letter in the product name," and b), that the radura logo on 
irradiated poultry labels be colored green, have been elimi
nated. 
6) The USDA weakeaed the Food Additive Law and also 
ended its oversight of the use of food additives (irradiation is 
considered an additive). In the future. the FDA will be the sole 
agency regulating food additives. The USDA says it will "dis
cuss" with FDA their concerns about additives used in meat 
and poultry. The new rule is the latest in a series of so-called 
''reforms" that make it easier for the food industry to get regu-

TllkeAdioDNow! 
Write or call Congress to protest irradiation. For more info call 
or email Nukewatch or Public Citizen (see Resources). Ask 
your Rep.'s and Senators to demand that Health and Human 
Services Secretary Shalala not lift the FDA requirement that 
ilradiated foods be labeled. (Donna Sbalala, US Dept. ofHealth 
and Human Services, 200 Independence Ave., SW. Washing
ton,DC20201.) 

WeJJtllld H,_, is tile tllrector of Pdlk Cltlu11~ Crilictd 
Mlll6 &ergy Pro}ed. 
[Food and Water, Inc. has cards to let your grocer know that 
you don't want irradiated food on the shelves. See Resources] 
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Proof that Power Corrupts 
By JeffPeterson 

The Last Energy War: The Battle Over UtUity Deregulation 
by Harvey Wassermao 
Seven Stories Press. 64 pages. $5.95 

Harvey Wassennan brings decades of study and real-life experience into 
focus in this tightly packed history of America's electric power industry. 
Beginning with a prologue recalling the mass arrests of thousands of 
anti-nucl~ demonstrators at the Diablo Canyon nuclear reactor in Cali
fornia in the mid-1980s, "The Last Energy War" chronicles the rise and 
fall of atomic power and the political machinations that have kept that 
industry on life support since its very inception. 

Several interesting chapters delve into the early days of electric 
power generation and the struggle that has alwa:Ys existed between pub
lic and private ownership of generating capacity. Wherever municipal 
utilities flourished, rates dropped and service improved. But except for a 
brief period of New Deal-inspired public power programs like the Rural 
Electrification Act and the Tennessee Valley Authority (which eventu
ally hosted the Oak Ridge nuclear laboratory), the history of the electric 
industry shows a steady trend in the direction of a ''power oligarchy." 

Anyone paying attention knows that we've missed numerous op
portunities in this country to develop renewable alternatives to the en
ergy produced by fossil fuels and nuclear fission. Perhaps the earliest 
was our failure to take seriously the recommendations ofHarry Truman's 
Materials Policy Commission, more often referred to as the Paley Com
mission, which in 1952 envisioned 15 million solar-heated homes by 1975 
and the widespread use of wind power and photovoltaics to generate 
electricity. 

That vision was quickly derailed by the new Eisenhower adminis
tration, whose Atomic Energy Commission chairman Lewis Strauss said 
in 1954, "It is not too much to expect that our children will enjoy in their 
homes electrical energy too cheap to meter." Never mind that no repu
table scientist would back up that claim; the point of the "Atoms for 
Peace" program was never to provide cheap power, but, in Wassennan 's 
words, to " ... paint a happy face on a technology that threatened the 
world." Thus began the public subsidization of commercial nuclear power, 
a policy which to date has wasle4:!!!f~JlC-Ki!l''~~~l.mi!Cpa: 
dollan. """ .____ -"d 
JeffPetersoo is a meinber of ."d".t're.ss· &"~"""'nd:..ti:f .S.Ba of 
Directors and founder of the f'RII PI:Hy: - _j 
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