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A truck carrying plutonium dust from "clean-up" efforts at the Rocky Flats nuclear weap
ons complex travels through Colorado Springs on its way to the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant 
(WIPP) in SE New Mexico. More than 40,000 radioactive waste shipments bound for WIPP 
are planned over the next 35 years. The trucks will be carrying transuranic and plutonium
contaminated waste from nuclear weapons production sites across the United States. 

The waste shipments could grow to more than 80,000 if the Department of Energy opens 
the Yucca Mountain site in Nevada, slated to receive irradiated fuel rods from commercial 
nuclear reactors. The waste at both sites will remain radioactive fo~~~~~~!¥'11~~ 
~fyears. Nukewatcb staffer Bonnie Urfer and volunteer Yvonne 1 ?1-d-;;n;--; t 
h~lp in tracking the load (above) along Interstate 25. (See story on ~ ------J 

I 
Ylw.l ko re 

. . . o·a ik d 2019 
;._. ...-.:..• - -· .-...--~-~ 



Year 2000 Call to Shut-down and Dismantle 
Nukewatch, along with individuals and organizations 8I'OWld 
the world, is calling for a complete shut-down of all nuclear 
reactors and an unplugging of all nuclear weapons in prepara· 
tion for possible Y2K computer problems. 

Of all potential Y2K failures. the worst scenario involves 
the nuclear industry. One nuclear reactor or H-bomb accident 
is unthinkable and the risk of any nuclear catastrophe is com
pletely unnecessary. With nuclear reactors and weapons, there 
is no margin for error. 

The Nuclear Information and Resolll'Ce Service (NIRS) in 
Washington gave the Nuclear Regulatory Commission's Y2K 
program failing grades, based on the agency's admission that 
35 nuclear reactors still haven't resolved their problems with 
the Y2K bug. Several of the reactors aren't even scheduled to 
complete their fixes until November 1999, or later, and no re
actor operator claims to be "Y2K compliant" 

In July, the NRC claimed that all 103 U.S. reactors are 
free ofY2K software problems that could cause radiation leaks 
on Jan.. lst. However. the NRC cooduded only 12 utility au
dits! In New Hampshire, the Seabrook reactor alone contains 

. 1 ,304 separate software items and embedded chips that may 
be affected by the Y2K bug. 

Backup power systems for U.S. reactors are not up to the 
task of keeping cool the storage pools filled with irradiated 
fuel rods. "The NRC does not even require that these fuel pools 
have backup power," says Mary Olson ofNIRS. Some of the 
rods are so hot that without cooling it would take less than 48 
hours for them to melt down. 

Unplugging the Nuclear Anenal 
A "De-Alerting Coalition" of over 250 groups led by Phy

sicians for Social Responsibility, is working to get nuclear Map

ons off line before December 31, and has urged the Clinton 
White House to assure that missiles do not accidentally launch. 
Removing the warheads would eliminate the danger of detona· 
tion in a Y2K-related accident 

The Defense Special Weapons Agency (DSWA), respon
sible for managing the nation's nuclear weapons stockpile, 
claimed last Nov. it bad no Y2K problems. But a Defense De
partment inspec(or-geoeral's audit found that no testing had 
been done at all, nor bad tbe agency bothered to develop con
tingency plans in case of a mission-ai.tical nuclear launch sys
tem failure. The DSWA said it was not required under Penta
gon rules to do so. 

Robert J. Lieberman. Assistant Inspector Geoeral for the 
Pentagoa said six months aao ... By waiting so loos to really 
get into high gear, we have made this a much higher-risk 
proposition ... Right now it's difficult to say whether we have 
managed to make the problem unmanageable or noL .. He di
vulged that his agency accepted assurances from software ven
dors about their products, rather than oonducting direc:t tests. 

Military early warning systems may fail and lead to fhlse 
alanns of missile attacks. In fact, the U.S. military has the larg
est computer network in the world, with 1.5 million comput
ers, 28,000 automated systems. 70 different oomputer languages 
(some so obscure DO one can read them), and the whole .net
work. is riddled with date-sensitive oomputer chips. 

A report by the British American Security Information 
Council says, ''The Pentagon has already announced the exist
ence of'high risk' systems that may not be repaired or tested in 
time, and for which repairs may ultimately be impossible." 

The Navy Department says Y2K problems are likely to 
cause total failure of some utilities in approximately 1/3 of the 
500 cities it studied. Expected failures involve water, sewer, 
electric and gas utilities. A June, 1999 Navy report, entitled 
"Master Utility List" rates metropolitan areas according to their 
ability to survive the millennium date change. The once secret 
Navy report states that more than 26 million American citizens 
in 125 cities can expect to be without electricity, water, gas or 
sewer services in January. 

President Clinton 'stop Y2K adviser, John Koskinen, coli· 
finned the authenticity oftbe Navy report--1m assessment more 
dire than any other made by the government This is a com
plete contradiction to the government's August 1999 conclu
sion that, "It is highly unlikely that there will be national dis
ruptions in electric power service on Jan. l, 2000." The gov
ernment said that any gas disruptions that occur will have mini
mal impact on conswners and it is increasingly unlikely that the 
date change will create disruption in water service. 

While individual oil and gas companies are oonfronting 
possible problems, there is DO national approach to deal with 
shortages or disruption in the nation's oil and gas supplies, ac
cording to a May 25 New York 1imes article. 

The Navy isn't the only agency womed though. Many 
mwlicipalities are conducting drills to prepare for worst-case 
scenarios. The nation's health care system lags significantly, as 
do millions of small businesses and state and local governments. 
Global communicaaioos, nursing homes, schools, banks, hos
pitals and airlines are all likely to experience problems. 

The State Department is focused on foreign failures since 
many Americans will be abroad. The Department's Inspector 
GeoeralJacquelyn Wllliams-Bridgers says she expects "vary-

ing degrees of Y2K-related failures in every sector, in every 
region and at every economic level." ln assessing foreign pre
paredness she said, "there is a clear risk that electricity, com
munications and other key systems will fail, perhaps creating 
economic havoc and social unrest." 

Major corporations, some foreign countries and even the 
U.S. Treasury have begun to raise enormous amounts of cash 
just in case something goes wrong somewhere as computer 
calendars flip to 2000. 

The American Banking Association issued a five-page 
manual for Y2K that reads, "So in preparing for Jan. 1, 2000, 
do what you can. Trust God. Trust those you love. Be infonned. 
And take a few practical steps. Save copies of your financial 
records. Keep a few days worth of cash on you. Have a little 
extra food and water around the house if that makes you feel 
better. Keep an adequate supply of medicines and over-the
counter drugs on hand. If it's a prescription medicine that you're 

required to take, put aside enough for a few weeks. Make sure 
there are fresh batteries in your flashlights. Keep some candles 
on hand. If you have a fireplace, put some dry wood aside." 

Y2K preparations are boosting U.S. interest rates across 
the board according to analysts. Lloyd's of London predicts 
worldwide legal costs could reach $1 trillion and the House 
and Senate passed legislation limiting litigation, attorney fees 
and damage awards. 

In poll results distributed by CIO Communications, Inc., 
56% of high-tech company executives said millennium bugs 
will not be fixed by Dec. 3 I ; 60"/o said they would not fly on a 
commercial airline on January 1, and 80% are docwnenting 
financial records. 

Call the White House (202) 456-11 I 1, and your Repre
sentatives and demand they shut-down the reactors and un
plug the nuclear weapons. Not only is it the socially respon
sible thing to do, but quite simply, our future may depend on it. 

Photo by Bonnie Urfer 

Nukewatcb was on tbe scene wben a bot load ofplutooium-eootaminted waste left tbe Rocky Flats nuclear weapons 
comples. (above), 16 miles from Denver, beaded for tbe WIPP site in New Mexico. WIPP is tbe first non-retrievable 
underground nuclear waste dump ever opened by tbe federal government. Tbe 10-foot tall "Trupact-11" canisters, 
weighing up to 19,250 pounds, are said by tbe Energy Department to have passed three sorts ofbigbway accident tests. 

Bot On the Trail 
By Yvoue Mills A BoDDie Urfer 

An email came in on Monday uipt, June 28, saying a truclc 
carrying plutonium ash from Rocky Flats "clean-up" would 
leave the site on Thursday morning beaded for the Waste Iso
lation Pilot Plant (WIPP) near Carlsbad, New Mexico. If we 
wanted to follow it, we needed to leave Tuesday morning. 

Tracking the trucks and trains carrying radioactive wastes 
offers a look at the routes, rest stops and routines of the carri
ers, and provides opportunities for public education and media 
coverage. Many organizations along the WIPP truck routes 
are working to increase awareness in the effort to end radioac
tive waste production. 

The Department of Energy is planning to ship over 40,000 
loads of plutonium-laden radioactive waste to the WIPP site 
over the next 40 years. The waste wu-end continues to 
be-generated at nuclear bomb production sites in Illinois, 
Tennessee, Colorado, Idaho, Washington, South Carolina, New 
Mexico, California, Nevada and Ohio. 

After traveling for two days, we made it to Boulder, CO, 
home of the Rocky Mountain Peace Center, and joined area 
activists to prepare for Thursday's rally at the gates of Rocky 
Flats just south of town. Folks at the Peace Center produced 
banners, pulled out song sheets, discussed the site for the legal 
rally and related information about the first shipment of WIPP 
waste sent the month before. 

The first truckload was not without incident. Upon reach
ing the WIPP site, employees discovered that one of the 
Trupact-0 containers bad exterior radioactive contamination 
as well as a missing vent cover. Officials said of the lost cover 
that since it wasn't really necessary, it wasn't really missing. 
No one knows how the outside of the Trupact-0 became con
taminated although the DOE claims it was naturally occurring 
radiation picked up en route. 

The following morning about 35 people gathered at Roclcy 
Flats to await the passing of the truck carrying three radioac
tive waste canisters. Signs and banners helped to alert people 
in passing vehicles. 

The truck left the site on schedule, after a four-hour in
spection, just a few minutes after 10:00 a.m on June 30. Others 
who attempted to follow the previous shipment were stopped 
by police. To avoid being detained when the truck pulled out, 
we looped around Denver 8DOther way. 

By the time we reached the center of Denver the stop
and-gt\ traffic was so thick that it took an hour to reach tbe 
southern boundary. The radioactive waste shipment was be
hiDd us in the same southbound 1-25 noon rusb-bour jam. Ironi
cally the truck was oot allowed to travel through Denver dur
ing the morning or afternoon rush-hours. 

At tbe first rest area south ofDenver we pulled off, made 
phone calls and waited for tbe WIPP aqp to pass. When it 
did.~ followed it tluousb tbe highly populetcd touristan:aof 
Colorado Springs. We weren't at all sure the police wouldn't 
stop us if we stayed with the truck so we took some photos, 
passed and went on ahead. 

According to DOE regulations. the WIPP trucks and con
tainen must be inspected every I 00 miles or 2 bo~. Since the 
truck bad a four hour inspection at Rocky Flats, it was "ex
empt" from the first check. 

Down the road, we scratched our heads and made calcu
lations. According to the regulations governing time and mile
age, the truck was due for a check-up. We chase an exit and 
decided to wait for it Our calculations were right! The truck 
pulled off at the same exit, number 67, but chose to hide be
hind the Total gas station just across the overpass. At this point 
we spied the expected courier vans-white, WlJD8l'ked, with 
darkened windows. Two of the vans left the Total station and 
headed back toWard Denver while one traveled with the ship
ment all the way to New Mexico. 

The inspection took all of IS minutes behind the gas sta
tion where no one could see the canisters. We had a perfect 
photo opportunity when the load reentered the interstate and 
passed directly in front of us. 

Once again, we pulled out behind the truck. When we 
crossed the New Mexico border we waited at another likely 
inspection site without considering the Port ofEntry (where all 
trucks must stop) in our calculations. After an hour of watch
ing traffic on the interstate with no hot cargo in sight, we de· 
cided to go ahead to Santa Fe. 

We met the group of people with Concerned Citizen's for 
Nuclear Safety in Santa Fe, waiting on the roadside with signs, 
banners and leaflets. We waited at the roadside for hours but 
by 10:30 p.m., 3~ hours beyond the anticipated arrival time, 
the shipment had not arrived. Phone calls to police and State 
officials revealed that the truck had been stopped at the New 
Mexico border. 

A leak in an air-hose and a missing "radioactive" placard 
led state police to detain the shipment. The driver was ticketed 
for the missing warning label, had to wait for a replacement 
and fix the hose. The truck didn't arrive at the WIPP site until 
the following morning. 

It seemed impossible to comprehend the magnitude of the 
danger as we traveled close to a truck carrying one of the most 
deadly substances on Earth. The canisters were an eerie and 
oppressive presence, yet the common mode of transportation 
promoted a false sense of safety and security. 

From Rocky Flats. through the heart ofDenver and down 
lnterstate-25, everyone should know exactly what's on these 
truck.s--effecting them and the next 12,000 generations. 



NUCLEAR SHORTS 
U.S. Using Food as Weapon Against North Korea "This hydrogen burning was of minor safety significance." 

-Notification ofUnusual Occurrence, NRC, June 10, 1999. 
WASHINGTON-North Korea's severe and lengthy food 
shoflage has now been called one of the great famines of the 
20th century and may have caused two million deaths. "We 
now know that more than 10 percent of the population starved 
to death," says Andrew Natsios, a researcher for the U.S. In
stitute of Peace. The U.S. promised last May to provide more 
aid. The pledge of 200,000 tons of food and seed potatoes 
came one week after North Korea agreed to allow inspections 
of a site long claimed by U.S. officials to involve secret nuclear 
weapons development. The site has turned out to be empty. 
The countly still needs more food. 

Criticism of the food relief effort is being directed at Ja
pan, South Korea and the White House by U.S. Rep. Tony 
Hall (D-OH). "We shouldn't wait for them," he said of the 
allies in 1997. "In my opinion, they are using food as a weapon. 
We should step up and lead." But this August. according to 
Rep. Hall, the U .S. threatened to end its famine relief if a test 
missile is fired. Japan and S. Korea have made similar threats. 

For years the U.S. State Department has hyped fears over 
alleged North Korean H-bomb and missile development. The 
ballyhooed missile test would not violate any international treaty 
or agreement with the United States. The fear mongering over 
the North's nuclear program continues without any evidence 
that the countly has even one nuclear weapon. None has 
emerged since 1ime declared Jan. 10, 1994 that "the U.S. has 
no bard evidence that Pyongyang's elaborate nuclear facilities 
have produced any bombs." 
-New York limes, Aug. 26, 20, 5 & May 28, 1999, March 3, 1998; 
St. Paul Pioneer Press, May 23, 1999. 

Radioactive Trojan Horse Buried at Hanford 

RICHLAND, WA-Tbe Trojan Horse of ancient history was 
loaded with dangerous killers that poured out of an oversized 
spectacle. With the shallow burial of the defunct Trojan reac
tor core near the Colwnbia River, the NRC has committed a 
deadly copycat crime. In time, the radioactive isotopes inside 
Trojan's cote-end those of 79 other reactors buried at the 
government's Hanford sito-willleak into the aquifer. Never
theless, the shipment of the two-million-pound time bomb 
through the heart of metropolitan Portland and up river was 
hailed as "safe," "gentle" and "smooth" -perhaps because it 
was shrink-wrapped in blue plastic. In fact, Trojan was an abys
mal failure of engineering and economics, shut down 20 years 
early because of radiation accidents, an inoperable safety sys
tem, earthquake danger and cracked steam tubes too costly to 
replace. Opponents of the burial bad demanded that the NRC 
wait 100 years for the hottest radioactive isotopes to cool be
fore moving the core through population centers on a batge. 
-The Oregonian, Aug. 4, 1999; New York 1Jmes, Aug. 7, 1999; 
Milwauk:eeJoumai-Sentinel, Aug. 9, 1999. 

Radioactive Serap Metal in Yonr Mouth? 

NASHVILLE, 1N-Tennessee's Dept. of Environment and 
Conservation (DEC) has approved an experimental process to 
reuse radioactive waste metals at the state's Oak Ridge nuclear 
weapons complex and sell the metal for use in consumer goods. 
The State's action allowing so-called "recycling" of radioac
tive metals "may well be a violation of federal law," according 
to two U.S. Reps. who have protested to Energy Secretary 
Bill Richardson. Reps. John Dingle (D-MI) and Ron Klink (D
PA) charged that the DOE deliberately used Tennessee's DEC 
to avoid public scrutiny and to skirt federal rules that would 
forbid the project. A May 1998 accident at a Spanish smelter 
sent a cloud of radioactive Cesiwn-137 across Europe. More 
than 200 groups have protested to the White House demand· 
ing a halt to the scheme. "This is not a done deal," says Diane 
D' Arrigo at NIRS. While the scientific community agrees that 
no level of radiation exposure is known to be hannless, the 
Tennessee DEC trotted out the old yam that the radiation ex
posure ftom the hot metals "would be so low it would pose no 
danger." If the plan goes ahead, the metals could find their way 
into forks, Dying pans, toys, teeth braces, false teeth. even hip 
joint replacements. (See Spring '98 Patldinder) 
-Nashville Tenneneean, Aug. 11 & 13 1999; Nuclear Information 
& Resource Service press release, Aug. 12, 1999. 

Hydrogen Fires Still Plague Rad Waste Dry Casks 

KALAMAZOO, Micbigm-At the Palisades nuclearractors 
near here, "dry cask" storage for waste reactor fuel has caused 
controversy. Problems with cracking welds on the casks were 
aggravated in 1996 by a pair of hydrogen gas explosions that 
jarred the lid otf a similar cask being welded in Wisconsin. Use 
of the fiwlty "VSC-24" cask was halted for a time. Then on 
June 10 of this year, welders at Palisades bad to snuff out two 
hydrogen fires they ignited while welding on another VSC-24. 
A NRC inspection team that rushed to the scene declared that 

No Safety Guarantees at U.S. Power Reactors 

WASHINGTON-Public Citizen's Critical Mass Energy Project 
has issued a scathing indictment of the nuclear power industry, 
concluding that safety systems may not work in an emergency 
at 102 of 111 commercial reactors. The 102 reactors reported 
over 500 cases of operating "outside design basis." That's le
gal jargon for how the government monitors reactor safety. 
The study's author James Riccio, says, "If a reactor is operat
ing 'outside design basis' it is impossible for the NRC or the 
utility to determine whether the ~r is 'safe' or whether its 
operation poses an undue risk to public health and safety." 
-"Amnesty Irrational: How the NRC Fails to Hold Nuclear 
Reactors Accountable for Violations of its Own Safety Regs.," 
Public Citizen. August 1999; New York nmes, Aug. 11,1999. 

Russia Suggests Cutting Nuclear Arsenals in Half 

MOSCOW-Russia recommended to theClinton White House 
that the Start m nuclear weapons negotiations cut the maxi
mum number of warheads in both countries to 1,500 or 
fewer-balfthe number allowed under Start ll. The Washing
ton Post reports that the proposal "is likely to meet with resis
tance in the Pentagon and among Republicans." -St. Paul Pio
neer Press, Aug. 20, 1999, p. A12. 

Illegal & Secret Pentagon Actions 

WASHJNGTON-Pentagon officials denied that they deliber
ately violated the law by spending hundreds of millions of dol
lars without authorization. A report by the House Defense 
Appropriations Subcommittee says the DOD defied congres
sional instructions and violated subcommittee regulations, pos
sibly even the Constitution. The Constitution allows only the 
spending of authorized funds. But sub-committee Chair Jerry 
Lewis charged in a report accompanying the military appro
priations bill that Pentagon officials started one secret project 
without any congressional knowledge at all. In that case, Na
tional Public Radio said, "officials" even refused to describe 
the program, citing cold war rules that still give the military 
and the CIA freedom to spend billions without public debate. 
Wbeit asked about tlie caSe, White House spokesman Ken Ba
con claimed the Pentagon "forgot" to inform Congress and 
then apologized. In another case, one of the dozens of contro
versial multi-billion-dollar Star Wars weapons under develop
ment was cancelled by Congress. The Pentagon knew this mis
sile system should be dead, the report says, then illegally di
verted $2 million ftom another program and even awarded a 
contract for the program to Lockeed-Martin. No criminal 
charges were mentioned. 
-Steve InSkeep, NPR'sAll Things Considered, July 22, 1999. 

Yueea Mt Dump Plan StiD Unworkable 

JACKASS FLATS, NV-Tbe DOE's Aug. 6 draft environ
mental impact statement admits that major issues are not un
derstood well enough to allow Yucca Mt. to be used for deep 
underground dumping of irradiated (spent) fuel rods ftom 
nuclear reactors. Claiming ''very little radiation would leak fiom 
the site," DOE dump advocates don't inspire much confidence. 
Sr. engineer Michael Voegele said, "We think we can handle 
the uncertainty." The question is, can the public handle it? The 
DOE report claims that using Yucca Mt. would be "as safe as, 
and much cheaper" than monitoring the wastes where they are 
now accwnulating-at 72 commereial and five federal sites 
across the countly. Critics flatly deny these claims. Dr. Arjun 
Makbijani, Pres. of the Institute for Energy & Environmental 
Research, says the Yucca Mt. project is "driven not by envi
ronmental protection but by politics and artificial legal dead
lines." JEER proposes monitored on-site storage in order to 
address more urgent waste problems. "For instance, the most 
environmentally threatening transuranic [heavier than uranium] 
waste was dumped in shallow landfills prior to 1970 at various 
DOE sites. These leaking waste dumps have contaminated large 
volmnes of soil and are threatening important water resources." 
-New York limes, Aug. 7 & 10, 1999; "Considering the Alterna
tives" lEER's Science for Democratic Action, May 1999. 

Aaehovies s•ut Down Nuclear Reaetor 

SOUTIIPORT, Ne-A school of anchovies shut down a N. 
Carolina nuclear power plant. Brunswick Unit2, on the Atlan
tic ~ near the S. Carolina border, shut itself down auto
matically after all four of its water intake screens were clogged 
with the tiny fish, and its coolant pumps lost suction. 

The pumps take water directly from the ocean through a 
canal to cool the plant's nuclear reactor. The plant uses moving 
screens, called traveling screens, that normally brush fish otf of 
the intake areas. FiSh saving devices move the fish away ftom 

the screens and send them back down the canal toward the 
ocean. .. FroJ;D time to time, there are fish impingements [sic] 
on these traveling screens that are more than the system ean 
handle," said NRC spokesman Ken Clark. The run of anchovies 
that overwhelmed the plant has now subsided and the plant, 
which was not damaged, is being restarted. 
-Environment News Service, June 29, t 999. 

Nuclear Waste Aboard? Railroad Crashes USA 

WASHINGTON-With irradiated (spent) fuel rods from Navy 
ship reactors on the rails statistics on railroad crashes take on a 
new significance. The Federal Railway Administration reports 
that last year there were 3,500 collisions at highway rail 
crossings. In the U .S. about every 100 minutes a train collides 
with a person or a vehicle. Locomotive engineer, Ken Gillsdorf, 
told National Public Radio, "you could probably have a grade 
crossing crash or bit a trespasser every trip. We have a lot of 
close calls every trip." No records are kept of close calls; but 
over 500/o of crashes at public grade crossings occur where 
active warning devices exist. 

Rail workers say there are two kinds of people that operate 
trains: "those that have been in a collision and those that are 
gonna to be in one." One engineer said, "I've hit everything 
ftom an airplane, to a truck, bus, snow mobile, a four-wheeler, 
a three-wheeler, a bicycle, and a snowplow, and also a tanker." 
-Michael Ivey, forNPR'sA11 Things Considered, July 5, 1999. 

Nuelear Weapons Convention Needs Support 

NEW YORK, NY-This autumn, the United Nations will 
consider a General Assembly resolution calling for negotiations 
that will bring about a Nuclear Weapons Convention, banning 
the possession and any use of nuclear weapons. Similar UNGA 
resolutions have been adopted by large majorities in 1996, 1997 
and 1998. 

U.S. Rep. Lynn Woolsey (D-CA) has introduced a House 
Resolution (HR 82) that calls on the government to support 
the Convention. The Lawyers Committee on Nuclear Policy 
has details about how to support and promote the NWC. Ask 
your U.S. Rep. to eo-sponsor by calling the Capital switchboard: 
(202) 224-3121. Forthetextand details, see LCNP's web pages 
in Resources. 
-Bombs Away! Newsletter of the Lawyers Committee on Nuclear 
Policy, Fall, 1998. 

RESOURCES 

BBC News OaUae; web: http://www.bbc.co.uklhomeltoday 
Campaign Apiast Depleted Uraaium, One World Center, 6 
Mount St, Manchester, M2 5NS, England; phone: 0161-834-8301; 
email: gmdcnd@gn.apc.org 
Critieal Mass Eaergy Projeet, Public Citizen, 215 Pennsylvania 
Ave. SE, Washington, DC 20003; phone: (202) 546-4996. 
Eaviroameat News Service; web: www.en:s.lycos.com 
Gaaesayer, P.O. Box 8574, Atlanta, GA 30306; phone: (404) 378-
4263. 
Lab Fouadatioa, Ketelhuisplein 43, 1054 RD Amsterdam, The 
Netherlands; phone: 31·20-616-8294; email: laka@laka.antenna.nl 
Lawyers Committee oa Nadear Policy, 211 E 43 ST., New York, 
NY 10012; phone: (212) 818-1861; email: lcnp@aol.com; web: 
www.lcnp.org; Newsletter: Bombs Away! 
Naelar laformatioa & Resoaree Service, 1424 16th St. NW, 
#1404, Washington, DC 20036; phone: (202) 328-0002; email: 
nirsnet@nirs.org 
Peaee Aetioa, Peace Action lntemational, 866 UN Plaza, ## 4053, 
New York, NY 10017; phone: (212) 750-579S; web: 
www.webcom.com!peaceact 
Pllysieiaas for Social Respoasibility (De.Aierdag Coalitloa), 
110114th Street NW, Suite 700, Washington, DC 20005; phone: 
(202) 898-0150; web: www.psr.org 
R~~ellel's Envirtnunelfllll & HMIIII Wuk9', Environmental 
Research Foundation, P.O. Box 5036, Annapolis, MD 21403; 
phone: (888) 272-2435; email: er:f@racbel.org 
Scialce for DeltiiJC1'tltic Action, Institute for Energy & 
Environmental Research, 6935 Laurel Ave., Tak:oma Park, MD 
20912; phone: (301) 270-5500; email: ieer@ieer.org 
Trideat .PiougUiaans%•, 42-46 Bethel Street, Norwich, 
Norfolk, NR2 JNR, UK; phone: (01603)611953; email: 
tp2000@gn.apc.org; web: http://www.gn.apc.org/tp2000 
Wise. Network for Peace A Justiee, P.O. Box 1174, Madison, WI 
53701; phone: (608) 249-5979; email: greenlance@aol.com 
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Paducah ... Hanford ... Rocky Flats ... savannahRiver_.~_N_Lab 
WASHING10N-Paducah, Kentucky becomes the latest chap
ter in the grim history of the nuclear age. "What goes around 
comes around," was never truer than in the business of nuclear 
weapons. Threatening to poison and kill millions of fellow hu
man beings with particularly horrible weapons, has, it turns 
out, poisoned and killed thousands of the North Americans 
who worked building the bombs. 

Across the country areas the size of whole states-
Hanford, Savannah River, Oak Ridge, Rocky Flats and now 
Paducah-bave been contaminated with highly radioactive 
wastes that will really threaten national security for thousands 
or millions of years. 

In response to revelations about the Paducah factory, as if 
money could compensate for the induced cancers, immune sys
tem disorders and genetic damage that will haunt multiple gen
erations, the DOE now talks about taking care of the workers 
it so ruthlessly lied to and abused. 

In an unusually harsh tone, the Washington Post reported 
August 8 that the government and military contractors kept 
secret their severe and prolonged radiation contamination of 
workers at the Paducah, KY nuclear weapons factory--"even 
as employees began to notice a string of cancers." One health 
physicist who warned of the dangers was told, ''this is 
Paducah-it doesn't matter here." The Post said that contami
nation continued well into the 1990s. 

The Post called its analysis, ''the still-unfolding story of 
radioactive contamination and concealment in the chain of fac
tories." Still-unfolding. You can say that again, since the pluto
nium and other highly radioactive metals involved are so long-

lasting and because radiation-induced genetic damage is passed 
from generation to generation. 

The DOE has promised more study and said it will try to 
add the Paducah workers to its ever-expanding list of employ
ees it made sick and to whom it owes compensation. 

"Unsuspecting workers inhaled plutonium-laced dust 
brought into the plant for 23 years," the Post reported. ''One 
20-year veteran worker who died in 1980 compiled a list of 50 
employees he worked with who f¥td died of cancer." 

AI Puckett, a retired shop steward told the Post, "They 
told us you could eat this stuff and it wouldn't hurt you." At 
lunchtime, workers brushed black powder or green uranium 
dust off their food, the Post reported. 

While the DOE still claims that exposures were minimal, 
plutonium can cause cancer if even a single particle (one mil
lionth of an ounce) is ingested or inhaled. In addition, the gov
ernment kept no records of internlll radiation exposures, so it 
has no basis from which to estimate. It is no accident that the 
government lacks exposure data, as it has a vested liability in
terest in not knowing. 

A worker lawsuit against operators Lockheed Martin and 
Martin Marietta charges that radiation contamination is still a 
problem. Crude fences mark hundreds of radioactive "hot spots" 
throughout the complex, and new ones are found every year. 

In yet another installment of the Vietnam-era carpet bomb
ing defense "We had to destroy the village to save it," Energy 
Secretary Bill Richardson told the Post that the DOE's "na· 
tional security goals had 'sent many of our workers into harm's 
way' in the past." He claimed that no workers are at risk today. 

Back Door Nuclear VVar 
U.S. and British Warplanes, Submarines and 

Tanks All Fired Radioactive DU in the Balkans 

By John LaForge 

Dr. Rosalie Bertell, Pb.D., author of No Immediate Danger, 
has issued this warning regarding depleted uranium weapons: 

It is imperative that we all denounce this radiation and 
toxic chemical warfare. The damage being done will not only 
cause incredible and unending suffering to today's victims, 
but the genetic damage [DU] may cause can be passed on to 
their offspring. Such weapons need to be condemned as utter 
barbarism. [DU] has been condemned by the United Nations 
Human Rights Tribunal (August 1996 Session of the UN Com
mission on Human Rights, Sub-Commission on the Preven
tion of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities). 

In the face of international pleas for a ban on their use, 
U.S. and British forces used so-called depleted uranium (DU) 
weapons in the NATO bombardment of the Balkans. In view 
of the dreadful health affects attributed to DU weapons by some 
scientists, these so-called "tankbusters" might better be called 
"genebusters." 

On May 3, 1999 Maj. Gen. Charles F. Wald acknowledged 
that DU munitions were used but the Pentagon will not say 
where they exploded. DU rounds were fired from the AV -8B 
and A-10 "warthog" warplanes, and the A-10s are known for 
firing 3,900 rounds a minute. In addition, U.S. and British tanks 
fired thousands of DU rounds. 

A week earlier, on April26, NATO's Gennan spokesman 
Col. Konrad Freytag said during a Washington press briefing, 
"We use ammunition against tanks ... and ... there is depleted 
uranium we use to harden this ammunition." Col. Freytag even 
said, "It's not radioactive at all." 

United Nations documents also confirm that DU is used in 
the U.S. cluster bombs and as a stabilizer (ballast) in the hun
dreds of Cruise missiles used in the assault. The Laka Founda
tion reports that U.S. Tomahawk cruise missiles each have 30 
kilograms of DU. Although the actual number is classified, at 
least 450 Cruise missiles, carrying about 13,500 kilograms of 
DU, were fired during the 78-day bombardment. 

British research biologist Roger Coghill, interviewed by 
the BBC, has calculated that NATO forces fired more than 
500,000 DU rounds, half of which detonated. Coghill estimates 
that as many as 10,000 extra cancer deaths may result from 
this use of DU He cites Greek and Bulgarian evidence of in
creased radiation levels in Yugoslavia, Bulgaria and northern 
Greece. The BBC declared: "Depleted uranium 'threatens 
Balkan cancer epidemic.'" 

DU is uranium-238, a chemically toxic and radioactive 
heavy metal left from the refining of uranium. DU is essentially 
radioactive waste "depleted" of most of its U-235, which is 
separated for use in H-bombs and reactor fuel. Because U-238 
is 1. 7 times as dense as lead the military likes it for armor
piercing ammunition and tank armor. 

DU shells are incendiaries-they explode, bum and aero
solize on imJ**-end cast uranium oxide dust to the four di
rections. On impact about 700AI of the DU dissolves in a burn
ing spray of uranium dust. Once dispersed, the uranium-238 
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poisons the air, water and soil and can be inhaled or ingested 
where it lodges in the lungs or kidneys. It is an alpha emitter 
and has a radioactive half-life of 4.5 billion years. 

The use ofDU during the 1991 Persian Gulf experiment is 
reported to be responsible for increased numbers of cancers, 
still births, birth defects, leukemias and rare illnesses in south
em Iraq. In 1991 the U.S. and Britain ftred more than 320 tons 
of the material over Iraq, Kuwait and Saudi Arabia. Over 90,000 
U .S. veterans of the Gulf action report undiagnosed illnesses 
that are often associated with radiation exposure. 

NATO and the Pentagon claim that U-238 is only mildly 
radioactive and poses no special danger. But the BBC reports 
that British military personnel in Kosovo have been warned to 
stay away from areas affected by DU. The BBC also reported 
that the U.S. Army's Environmental Policy Institute found in 
1995: "If DU enters the body, it has the potential to generate 
significant medical consequences." The Institute said "The risks 
associated with DU are both chemical and radiological." 

August 13, the United Nations Environment Program an
nounced that it is investigating the potential harm to human 
health from the DU explosions in the Balkans. Its report is 
expected in October. 

Now, Canadian researchers have found "unequivocal evi
dence" of long-term DU contamination of Persian Gulf veter
ans. Dr. Hari Sharmaatthe Univ. ofWaterloo in~ Patricia 
Horan at the Memorial Univ. ofNewfoundland and Malcolm 
Hooper at the Univ. of Sunderland say that veterans have been 
shown to be passing U-238 in urine eight years after the Gulf 
war. "U.S. forces used DU inKosovo," Hoopertold BBC News 
Online, "and that is disturbing." He says the new studies show 
"significant exposure to DU, exposure which the [British] Min
istry ofDefense and the Pentagon have always maintained did 
not happeh." 

The U.S. Army has quietly admitted the danger of DU 
weapons by asking medical doctors with the National Acad
emy of Sciences for advice on radiation protection for troops. 

On May 6, in the midst of the DU bombing of Serbia, 
Montenegro and Kosovo, the NAS reported that "military plan
ners are preparing for [radiation] exposure that could occur 
during ... the use of radioactive materials in conventional ex-
plosives ... These exposures could increase the risk of leuke-
mia and certain cancers later in life." (It is worth noting here 
that Department of the Air Force law prohibits the use of poi
son and forbids the use of weapons that have delayed affects.) 
The NAS also suggests that Commanders balance "radiation
related risks against risks from alternative actions." The scien
tists also directed the DOD to provide "training to all soldiers 
and inform them of actual or suspected radiation exposure." 

SOURCES: WISE News Communique, May 21, 1999, & June 4, 
1999; BBC News, Aug. 27 & July 30, 1999; Paeifica Network 
News, Aug. 23, 1999; Campaign Against Depleted Uranium, 
Manchester, UK; "Depleted Uranium: A Post-War Disaster for 
Environment and Health," May 1999, The Laka Foundation, 
Amsterdam; "Radiation Threats in Post-Cold War Era Bring New 
Strategy for Protecting Troops," National Academy of Sciences 
press release, May 6, 1999; "International Law: The Conduct of 
Anned Conftict and Air Operations," USAF Pamphlet, No. 110-
31, November 19, 1976. 

Disregarded History 
New York Times Reports on H-bomb 

Worker Contamination and 
Cover-ups, 1988-89 

News of the radiation poisoning of workers at the Paducah H
bomb factories has rightfully outraged the public. 

Still, today's reports of the abuse of employees by corpo
rate managers and government overseers in the nuclear weap
ons complex often ignore the history of the Pentagon's radio
active pollution and the contractors' elaborate cover-ups. 

Helen Caldieott reported in the 1995 edition of Nuclear 
Madness: "In October 1988, the New York 1imes published 
twenty full-page stories revealing shocking contamination at 
15 major DOE weapons-producing facilities in 13 states. By 
1989, it was discovered that there are 3,200 sites in one hun
dred locations owned by the DOE that have contaminated soil, 
ground water, or both; but actually there are 45,000 poten
tially radioactive sites around the United States and twenty 
thousand of them are government owned."• 

Most of the nation's weapons production reactors were 
closed after these and other news reports brought some fleet
ing attention to the vast pollution of the nuclear weapons in
dustry. Nukewatch has the records, but without the abolition 
of nuclearism this history will be repeated: 

Oct. l, 1988, "Accidents At a U.S. Nuclear Plant Were 
Kept Secret Up to 31 Years: Energy Dept. Asserts It Didn't 
Know of Events at Weapons Fuel Site." 

Oct. 3, 1988, "Du Pont Rejects Contentions It Hid Reac
tor Problems: Senator Asserts Information on 30 Plant Acci
dents Was Withheld From Aides." 

Oct. 4, 1988, "Energy Dept. Says It Kept Secret Mishaps 
at Nuclear Weapon Plant: Admission Exonerates Du Pont, 
Operator of Site." 

Oct. 5, 1988, "Ex-Nuclear Aides Deny Being Told ofPlant 
Mishaps: Former AEC Officials Hint That Colleagues With
held Reports on Accidents." 

Oct. 7, 1988, "Inquiry Ordered at Nuclear Arms Site." 
Oct. 9, 1988, "Reactor Shutdown Could Impede Nuclear 

Deterrent, Officials Say." 
Oct. 9, 1988, "Panel Is Critical of Nuclear Agency: Con

gressmen Assail a Plan to Leave Safeguard on Abuse of Alco
hol to Utilities." 

Oct. 12, 1988, "Energy Secretary Vows Fast Action on 
Arms Reactor." 

Oct. 14, 1988, "Candor on Nuclear Peril: Finances and 
the FearofSerious Accident Prompt Rare Openness on Weapon 
Plants." 

Oct. 15, 1988, "U.S. For Decades, Let Uranium Leak At 
Weapons Plant: Risk to lbousands: Doeuments Indicate a De
cision Not to Act on Major Cleanup." 

Oct. 16, 1988, "Du Pont Disputes Charges On Safety At 
Nuclear Plant: Terms Issue 'Political.'" 

Oct. 16, 1988, "After 40 Years, the Silence Is Broken On 
a Troubled Nuclear Arms Industry." 

Oct. 19, 1988, "Bitter Neighborhood Adjoins U.S. Ura
nium Plant in Ohio." 

Oct. 19, 1988, "White House Is Pressed on Safety At 
Nation's Nuclear Arms Plants." 

Oct. 20, 1988, "Problems At Weapon Plants Conceded." 
Oct. 20, 1988, "Training Is Cited At Atomic Agency: Hu

man Errors Are Blamed for Civilian Reactor Mishaps." 
Oct. 21, 1988, "Dispute on Wastes Poses Threat to Weap

ons Plant." 
Oct. 26, 1988, "'perators Got Millions in Bonuses De

spite Hazards at Atom Plants." 
Oct. 31, 1988, ''Nuclear Plants' Deaths: The Birth ofNew 

Problems." 
Nov. 7, 1988, "Defects in Nuclear Arms Industry Mini

mized in Early Reagan Years." 
Nov. 9, 1988, "Waste Danger Reported At Nuclear Weap

ons Plant." 
Nov. 10, 1988, "Report for Congress Says Atom Agency 

Mishandles Licenses." 
Nov. 18, 1988, "Government Had Edge In Weapon Plant 

Suits." 
Nov. 28, 1988, "Trouble at Atomic Bomb Plants: How 

Lawmakers Missed the Signs." 
Dec. 7, 1988, "Wide Threat Seen In Contamination At 

Nuclear Units: U.S. Cites 155 Instances." 
Dec. 8, 1988, "Waste Dumping That U.S. Banned Went 

On at Its Own Atom Plants." 
Dec.1l, 1988, "Fear Is Corroding Faith At Nuclear Bomb 

Plants." 
•April9, 1992, "Report Lists 45,000 Potential Radioac

tive Sites." 
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Action for a 
Nuclear Free 
Great lakes 

By Boa.aie Urfer 

The Nuclear Free Great Lakes Action Camp moved us a step 
away from the Nuclear Age and a step closer to the "Age of 
Energy Common Sense!' The first action camp, sponsored by 
seven environmental and peace organizations, drew hundreds 
of people to Camp Soni Springs, south of Three Oaks, Michi
gan, August 13 through 19. The focus of the campaign was to 
shut down all 37 nuclear reactors in the Great Lakes basin while 
implementing a widespread renewable energy program. 

Thirty-seven commercial nuclear reactors, six manium 
mining and production sites, nine radioactive waste dumps and 
the continued generation of deadly radioactive waste all threaten 
a precious and unique ecosystem--an ecosystem that houses 
over 40 million people and 20% of the world's ~ surface 
water. Federal regulators in both the U.S. and Canada have 
been systematically "reducing the regulatory burden" on the 
nuclear industry by weakening or selectively enforcing stan
danls and regulations. They have been progressively removing 
or constraining the public's ability to scrutinize and intervene 
on nuclear safety issues. 

The nuclear reactor industry claims nuclear power is safe, 
clean and the answer to global warming. The history of the 
dangers and deceit were brought to the surface during the six 
days of rallies and action camp workshops by numerous re
nowned presenters who came from all across the counb'y and 
Ca.oad.a--ach with enough knowledge to leave participants in 
a state of shock, fear and amazement that any reactors operate 
at all. 

Ann Harris worked for Tennessee Valley Authority. As a 
former employee she 8SS\.UeCi her audience that what the public 
knows about reactor failings pales in comparison with what 
those 'wbo work inside know. Some of the other experts in
cluded Emest Stemglass, David Lochbaum, Diane D' Arrigo, 
Arjw Makhijani, Juditb John.srud and Kart Grossman. 

Photo by Carrie Bcnzschawel 

More than 100 people gathered at the eatrance to the D.C. 
Cook nuclear reacton in southwestern Mkbipn on Aagast 
J3 demaading "no restart." The ruclon have been shut
down for tl\·o yean due to problems with the back-up 
coolliag systems, the latest involviag inadequate operatioa 
of the ice condensen. 

Seventeen activists "crossed the line" and were 
charged with trespass. The misdemeanor drries a possible 
90 day jail sentence and $500 fine. Tea of the 17 pleaded 
"not guilty" to the charges aad await a trial ill Berrien 
County Court ill St. Joseph, ML 
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Thirty-seven nudear reactors sit directly on the shores of the Great Lakes with an additioaal 16 readon dose eaougb 
to contaminate them with inteational or accidental discharges. The Great Lakes basin c:oatains approximately 20-J'o of 
the world's fresh surface water aad a populatioa of 40 million people. 

Camp participants had numerous choices for workshops 
that covered: radioactivity, nuclear power and decommission
ing, the history of social change movements, Y2~ nuclear 
weapons, nonviolence and direct action, fundraising, the NRC, 
wbistleblowing and legal struggles, radioactive waste storage 
and problems, and organizing. Workshops on environmental 
justice addressed U.S. racism as indigenous tribes continue to 
bear the adverse effects ofuranimn mining and radioactive~ 
dmnping. 

This year's action camp began with a rally in St Joseph in 
southwestern Michigan. The rally included a parade along city 
streets and a visit to the office of U.S. Representative Fred 
Upton, supporter of the .. Mobile Cbemobyl Bill." A mock ra
dioactive waste cask traveled the parade route to raise aware
ness about waste transportation. Giant puppets symbolizing 
corporate greed (nuclear power is the most expensive form of 
electricity) and radioactive mutation (all reactors regularly vent 
radiation into the atmosphere) joined the activist throng. 

Throughout the week. students at the camp learned bow 
to organize a campaign to oppose nuclear power. This year's 
crew will serve both as organizers for local actions on nuclear 
issues throughout the coming year. and as a source of organiz
ers for next Summer's camp. Effective, ongoing training and 
the cultivation of environmental activists are the only viable 
means of opposing the conglomeration of environmentally abu
sive nuclear power interests. 

As part of the action camp, petitions were circulated to 
begin a legal challenge to federal, state and locallegislatmes, 
public officials and the Intemational Joint Commission regard
ing their support for or indifference toward nuclear reactor 
operations. The petitions will be filed in an effort to protect the 
general public from the nuclear industry's economic and eco
logical risks. 

Resistanee to D.C. Cook 

The action camp focused on the D.C. Cook power reactor 
hoping to keep it from restarting, given its unacceptable safety 
shortfalls-including a lack ofY2K preparedness. 

Once considered one of the premier nuclear reactors in 
the U.S., D.C. Cook's twin reactors have now been shut-down 
for two years. NCR inspectors, during a 1997 token inspection 
of six of over 100 reactors, discovered that 13,000 pounds of 
"extraneous materials" clogged the reactor's emergency cool
ing water flows-workers dragged out everything from insu
lation, paint, rust, tape and filteJs, to tools, gloves and condoms. 

Federal regulators fined Cook's operators $500,000. Ac-
cording to NRC's James L. Caldwell, the fine reflected "the 
particularly poor performance, the duration of the problems, 
the impact on the emergency core cooling system and contain
ment and the NRC's concerns regarding these violatJons." Al
together the NRC foi.Dld 61 safety violations and consolidated 
them into 37 that needed correcting before the reactors could 
restart. American Electric Power, which owns the reactors, 
claimed they were ready to power-up in December of 1997 but 
another inspection showed that the ice condensers, used to cool 
the reactor in an emergency, had serious problems. The man
datory shut-down continues. 

Every reactor experiences a national average of more than 
two "hot scrams" or fast shut-downs per year. Cook could have 

experienced a melt-down if something bad failed during the 
eight years it operated with a clogged cooling system. Cook's 
owners and operators wanted to restart the reactor recently, 
even though backup generators did not work. 

Over 100 people gathered at the entrance to Cook on 
August 19 in protest of utility plans to restart the reactors in 
the Spring of2000. 

The crowd was treated to a skit with huge puppets-some 
of which were created at the action camp-music and excel
lent speakers. Police tape festooned the area. designated the 
legal rally space and let resisters know where trespass began. 

In early Spring, organizers began negotiations with nu
merous police agencies to secure a place for the legal rally at 
the reactor's entrance road. Action camp planners, with an at
titude of openness. let Cook officials and poiicd:now that com
mitted individuals v.oold be trespassing on Cook property. Civil 
resistance heightens awareness to the dangers of nuclear power 
in part by grabbing media attention which in turn provides the 
greatest chance for changing energy policies. 

Workshops offered at the camp provided the impetus 
needed for 17 people to "cross the line." Approximately 30 
Michigan State Patrol officers attended tbe event and 35 Cowty 
deputies at a cost to Berrien Cowty of at least $2,000. A pack 
of reporters showed up to cover the camp, the rally and the 
civil disobedience. 

The trespass action went as planned. Each activist made a 
statement before entering into forbidden territory. Once across 
the line, police handcuffed and loaded the individuals into three 
waiting wns. The Barien County Sberitf's Deputment released 
all 17 activists after each paid a $50 bail. Ten of the people 
arrested pleaded '"not guilty"' at the September 2 arraignment 
and now await notice of a bial date. 

Nukewatcb facilitated the action planning, including n.iDe 
hours of training and affinity group founation to cover peace
keeping, arrest and support, and the planning of the legal rally 
at the reactor site. 

Partners in the Nuclear· Free Great Lakes Campaign in
clude: Citizens Action Coalition of Indiana in South Bend; the 
Coalition for a Nuclear Free Great Lakes in Monroe, Ml; Don't 
Waste Michigan in Grand Rapids; Nuclear Energy Informa
tion Service, Evanston, IL; World Tree Peace Center & 
Chemobyl Children's Project, Kalamaroo, Ml; the Nuclear 
Information and Resource Service in Washington; Nuclear 
Awareness Project in Uxbridge, Ontario; North American Wa
ter Office/Prairie Island Coalition, Lake Elmo, MN and 
Nukewatch. 

There are plenty of reasons for continuing resistance to 
nuclear power reactors just as there are for opposing nuclear 
weapons. We must get on with the work of figwing out how to 
deal with the hundreds of thousands of tons of radioactive waste 
produced by these hideous steam engines. 

••••••• 
The power of forms of resistane like massive blockades 

stems from the strength of their "a.fftnity groups "-small com
munities woven inlo a larger one. In such communities we can 
learn the true meaning of conspiracy: "breathing together" 
the Spirit of life and being formed by that spirit inlo people 
failhfu/ to the covenanl of love-the law written in our hearts. 

-Anne Montgomery, R.S.CJ., Swords lnlo Plowshans 
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Tro p Triden-t Trelc 
CLAM LAKE, WI-'IMive peace activists werc arrested Au- in Oak Ridge, TN (where workers 

~999 
gust 8 for trespassing at the U.S. Navy's "Project ELF" sub
marine transmitter during a demoastratioo marking the 54th 
annivcirsary of the U.S. atomic bombinp of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki. 

The August 8 rally came at the end of a four~, 53-mile 
long peace walk to the Navy site. that began at the county 
cowtbouse in Ashlaod, Wl. Asbland County Cowtbouse has 
been the site of dozens of bearings, trials and sentenciDgs of 
nuclear weapons resisters who have defied local ordiMOCCS by 
conducting sit-ins, citizen inspectioos, blockades and disarma
ment actions at the transmitter site. 

About 65 demonstrators gathered at the secluded Navy 
facility that sends Extremely Low Frequency messages to sub
merged British and U.S. Trident and Fast-Attack submarines 
around the world. 

Civil resistance at the Navy ELF transmitter just since 
November 1991 (when Nukewatcb began keeping records) has 
resulted in 496 arrests at the remote facility, which is secluded 
in the Cbequamegon National Forest in Northern Wtseonsin. 
More than four years of accwnulated jail time have been served 
in Asbland County by resisters who have refus&i to pay fines. 
The system has also been the focus of four Plowsbares direct 
disarmament actions since 1985, for which four resisters have 
served almost seven years in prison. 

More than 30 walkers from eight states participated in this 
third "!romp Trident Trek, which was again organized by 
Nukewatch. All three Treks have taken place in August, com
memorating the U.S. atomic bombings of Japan. 

The rally coincided with other commemorations in 
Nagasaki, Japan. Los Alamos, NM (where new H-bomb de
velopment has been initiated), Jobns Hopkins University's Ap
plied Physics Laboratory in Baltimore, MD (where H~bomb 
development continues), Livermore Nuclear Weapons Lab in 
Berkeley, CA (where H-bombs are designed), the Y -12 Plant 

IR ~ .. the W87 warheads 
that top the MX missiles), Blmgor 
Trident Submarine Base, in 
Bremerton, WA and at the Penta
gon. 

Those arrested at the ELF 
transmitter were told to appear Sept. 
7 in County Cowt for arraignment, 
or pay the $209 fine. For refusing 
to pay they risk jail and/or suspen
sion of their driving privileges for 
up to five years. 

The cold war ELF system was 
designed to "survive" the electro
magnetic pulse (EMP) of nuclear 
bomb blasts in order to maintain 
communications for submarine
based nuclear warfare. 

Walking for PeiiCe, 
Working on Commllllity 

Photo by John LaForge 
'l'n•p Trkleat Trekken stride daroqb Clala Lab, Wileoatiil Aag. 7 oa tile iast 
day oftbe 53-ID.ile peace walk. At Na")' Project ELF, walkers wen jollied by 30 more 
actmsaa fora day-loq~doa ofdae U.S. atoaak bolllbiDp of Japan. Twelve 
wen eited for trapas dariDga aoavioleat action at tbe maiD pte. 

By Jaae Hosldag 

Yvonne Mills, Sydney Baiman and I left Duluth with oodles 
of granola, bread and bagels from 3rd Street Bakery, bound 
for the memorial Peace Walk. People arrived at Prentice Park 
in Asbland from Minnesota, Arizona, Dlinois, Iowa, Obio, Mas
sachusetts. New Jersey, Marylaod and nine Wisconsin locales. 

Forming community during the waUc was, as I have ex
perienced over the last five years at Loaves & Fishes, full of 
joy and struggle. It happened while we were all busily shuf
tling gear, organizing support and meats. tents and barmers, 
singing, walking and talking. And that bountiful fresh blue
berry paU:b was too much to pass up! 

Coming together for six full days. we connected by weaving 
stories as we walked. We enjoyed mostly sunny days, with ample 
shade from clouds and the cool relief of afternoon rains. lmagine: 
it rained oo walkers, but not at camp! 

Spending time with old and new friends was wonderful. Tell
ing personal stories, windows into each one's world, was an ex
travagant luxury of time and focused energy. Blessed be the mo
ments of sharing, the trouble and turmoil of community living, the 
sti.-rings of the heart. the vu1oerability ofbonestly questioning the 
group process and learning the power of love aod compassion 
shared by tbe walkers. 

Only Risking the World 
Interpersonal confioutation, apologies, healing and forgiveness 

are issues with which society does not cope well. Generally, we 
.,-eed we are all in need of dealing with one another in loving 
ways, or we cannot expect grand scale violence to cease. We en
dured patimlmomentsof dark md buggyevaJing~ search
ing for the courage and vulnerability to repair wounds. Disarmed 
hearts for a disarmed world? Yes. Even if we were only together 
six days. we oceded to work ow pmonal SbvsgJes, aaend to bruises 
and blisters, emotional and pbysicaJ.Imagine my dismay when we 
spent more time in meetings while oo the walk than when l am 
liviDg at the catbolic Worker! 

By Job LaForp 

NEW YORK. NY-.. Wdl Brookbaven Destroy the Universe? 
Probably Not" ran a recent New York Times head.l.ine. Jt seems 
that risking the destruction of the world for petSOoa1 gain is 
still a maaer ofiodi1fen:nce 8IDOIJ8 'CienriS'3 albe Brookhaven 
nuclear weapons laboratory, on Long Island, NY. 

The National Laboratory has just finisbed an atom smasher 
built for the purpose of creating "a kind of energy soup" called 
a "plasma" that could then be studied. The scientists at 
Brookhaven intend to "not only shatter the atoms' nuclei into 
their constituent protons and neutrons. but ... pulverize the 
protons and neutrons themselves., 

According to Malcolm Browne of the New York 'limes, 
"no one is quite sure wbat these collisions might spawn, and 
the uncertainty has encouraged some people so speculate that 
Brookbaven 's new accelerator might turn out to be a doomsday 
machine." 

The Sunday 1imes of London reported that some in the 
scientific community worry that the collisions planned by 
Brookhaven might create "strangelets" that annihilate 
surrot.mding matter and .. end the world as we know it, Another 
fear is that the subatomic explosions may "nucleate [sic] a 
tiny black bole that would grow like a cancer, eventually 
devouring the earth., 

The 1imes' Browne reports that .. Mainstream physicists 
have cast cold water on such fears," but tbe mere possibility 
of causing a catastrophe should move congress to cancel the 
program. 

Unfortunately, the arrogant recklessness of government 
physicists, the Space Administration and the bomb makers has 
a lung history in the U .S. 

Similar government prograDl5-illostly war related
pn:ceded the inesponsibility ofBrookhaven •s experiments: 
• The Mother of All· End-of-the-World threats came July 
16, 1945 in the New Mexk.o ~.In the hours before the 
first atomic bomb blast, Dr. Enrico Fenni "offemd to take 
wagers from his fellow scientists on whether <lr not the bomb 
would igrute tbe atmosphere, and if so, whether it would merely 
destroy New Mexico or destroy the world." Edward Teller 
also confessed the night before that first A·bomb blast, that 
" ... one could imagine that things might get out of control. .. r. 
• Likewise, in 1951 the U.S. military knew~ were 
serious health risks from the radioactive fallout from its atom 
bomb testing in Nevada. The government chose to expose the 
population even though safer sites were available. The 
President's Advisory Committee on Human Radiation 
Experiments UDCOVered documents that show tbat a planned 
evacuation of Nevada's downwind civilians was c:anceled 
without an explanation. 

Stanford University historian Barton 8emstein says that 
the evacuation was "probably ~led becan .... tbey feared 
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creating a public panic." Atomic Energy Commission members 
had at the time discussed such a possible uproar and worried 
that it would put an end to bomb testing on U.S. soil. 
• Just last month, NASA's Cassini Space Probe flew past 
the earth at 42,000 mph carrying 72.3 pounds of radioactive 
plur.onium-238. The scientists who put us all in the palb-of 
this potential cancer bomb calmly dismissed bumanitarian con
cerns and international protest The chances ofkiUing tens of 
thousands of people who could have been contaminated with 
the pJutoniwn--bad it burned up in the atmosp~. 
NASA guessed, .. less than one in one million." 

However, NASA said in its own final EIS for Cassioi that 
"In the unlikely event that an inadvertent reentry occurred, 
approximately five billion of the estimated seven to eight bil· 
lion world population at the time of the 'swingby' could re· 
ceive 99 percent or more of the radiation exposure." The poi
son would, according to NASA, add "a couple of hundred 
cancer deaths to the thousands that nonnally occur world
wide." NASA pointedly mentions only cancer deaths, 
and--deeming them acceptabl~ no mind to tbe genetic 
mutations and immune deficiencies that can maim and kill sev
eral generations beyond one's initial exposure to radiation. 

Unhappily for the victims of the cancer epidemic sweep
ing the population-like the unmiumlplutoni\an WOJkers at 
Paducah, KT who were lied to about the danger of their 
jot.-we ~R being told 20, 30 or 40 years after the fact that 
we were deliberately poisoned. 

In August 1995 the National CaDcer Institute ~ 
that radiation from just the Iodioe-131 in the fallout from 90 
above-ground bomb blasts (many more radioactive isotopes 
were present) would cause 75,000 thyroid cancers, IeSUlting 
in perhaps 7 .soo deaths. 

In September 1995, the government admitted that it 
warned the photographic film industry about the radiation in 
(and the di.rection of) bomb test fallout during the t 9SOs, but 
that it chose not to warn farmers or consumers. "It is odd that 
the government would warn Kodak about its film but wouldn't 
warn the general public about the milk it was drinking," said 
Iowa Senator Tom Harldn. '1lley just didn't want any public 
reaction against the atomic tests," Hark.in said. 

Howcananyooejustify a willingness to risk other people's 
lives in pursuit of their own agenda? Malcolm Browne helps 
provide an answer in his 1imes piece. 

Like the mad scientists themselves. be dodges the ques
tion of responsibility and even projects suicidal tendencies onto 
the victims: '"While we' re at it," Browoe ooocludes. "we might 
quit basing self-esteem on the ability of the bwnan race to 
cc.mmit collective suicide ... 

If thiJ18S get "out of control" again at Brookhaven, it will 
not be the fault of the human race collectively, but of a tiny 
number of technicians and bureaucrats wbo love their careers 
more than life on earth. 

The number of walkers soared to the all time high Friday as 
33 folks from near and far walked, singing '" Neath the V me & Fig 
Tree" through Clam Lake, the company town wbele the local cafe 
menu includes an .. ELF Breakfast" 

I was impressed with the focus we shared in peparing for 
nonviolent coo1l.ict resolutioo. The local VFW left a few pro-war 
signs at the ELF gate, and the walking community worked on 
nonviolent responses to potentially volatile c:oumer demonstra
tors. They didn' t sbQw. 

Building community may be a challeoge. but the rewards of 
lifted spirits and re:newcd life are great. 
JIIM Hosibrg is • pe«e tiCIMst llllll•lltelllber of tile /Atn1n & 
F'lsAes Olllullic Worter ~lit Dflllllj, MN. 

Llury Dodge: Witness to lrii'OShinul 

No one cm tDias&lbd tbe 'g ca:atmy witbog uodersllmdiDg 
Hilosbima. This is the tnllb ofRobat J. Liftoo's Sludy Hiroslrima 
bt bttrlcG: Fifty Yews of DmiQ/. 

I wa in Tokyo with the Gaaallle8dqunn Sipal Corps, 
in~ 1.-. fiom Llle 1946 uodJ. '* 1947. 
~ wa-e not allowed to drive into HDosbima but did visit a 

bill OYedootiag tbe city lo ~. 1\waly-five percem of the 
city wa dcslroyed.. I was a SCaff' SeiJCU and a mc:mbet of the 
Pbotographic Supply Unit attacbcd to beadqtatas. 

I took film equipmcot to Hiroshima. In the bombed city, even 
one year after the atUd. shack-like bamds were used as hospi
tals where hundreds of bum victims-men. women and 
cbildrm-&ay with open sores. 

Only photographers were allowed inside these hospitals to 
take photos. My Supply Unit was not allowed. The photographers 
took millions of feet of film in Japan. The film was suppressed 8nd 
has never been seen. 

Not until 1952 did the people of the U.S. see a photo of the 
bombed Hiroshima. This was the worst kilJ.ing of civilians in his
tory. The Peace Parlc memorial in Hiroshima, Japan today holds 
70,000 unidentified victims of the A-bomb--one quarter of the 
population ofHirosbima. 

In addition, 20,000 Korean civilians died in Hiroshima. They 
were living there ~ forCed laborers. 

For an 18-year-old in 1947, I believed the bomb was a sad 
necessity. I belieYcd the White House line tbm md for many years. 
But I don't believe it DOW. 

~ socitdjltftft IICtivist 1Any Dodge, CIUIIberllutd, Wl, 
s:poU to tile~ wtllken 011 tM S4dl ~of tit~ U.S. 
tlloMic ..tr.fd MllirDsJUlft& 

Nabwatdl Pat~ 



U.S. NAVY FLEET FACES PROPULSION CHOICE: 
NUCLEARREACI'ORS OR DIESEL 

Note: The United States has twelve giant aircraft carriers with 
their attendant battle groups which face a total of zero used by 
the other superpower, China-that Most Favored Nation. The 
question is begged: Why build more? 

By Peter Montague 
Rachel's Environment~~~ & Healtlt Week(JI 

In the U.S., many people think nuclear power is dead because 
it proved to be too expensive and too unmanageable. In this 
view, the fuel melt at Three Mile Island March 28, 1979 ended 
nuclear power in this country. 

This picture is incomplete. There is still one sector of the 
U.S. economy where new nuclear reactors are being built: the 
Na""Y· Now the Navy is facing a crucial choice that may well 
determine the future of civilian nuclear power: Will the next 
generation of aircraft carriers be powered by nuclear reactors, 
or by diesel engines? 

Currently the Navy maintains 12 a.ircrat. carriers-three 
diesel-powered and nine nuclear-powered. The Navy plans to 
build two more nuclear Nimitz-class carriers, and then it will 
introduce a new generation of carriers, called CVX. (Nimitz
class carriers are named for the I 00,000-ton U.S.S. Nimitz which 
entered service in 1975.) 

The question is, will CVX carriers use nuclear propulsion? 
The Navy began planning for the new CVX class of air

craft carriers in 1996. CVX carriers will have many new 
features-a new hull shape, better computer communications, 
and more killing power. 

The Navy intends to begin building the ftrst CVX in 2006 
for service starting in 2013. A carrier typically remains in ser
vice for 50 years. With construction costs of roughly $4.6 bil
lion, an aircraft carrier is the nation's most expensive piece of 
military hardware. 

Carrier Battle Groups Mean War 
Each aircraft carrier forms the centerpiece of a "battle group," 
which in turn provides the strategic basis for Naval warfare 
worldwide. The battle group includes: 

1. The carrier itself(with crew numbering between 3,200 
and 3,400) with its 80 aircraft (24 for support, 56 for attack, 
plus the 2,500 people needed to maintain and fly them); 

2. Six surface combat ships of which at least tllree are 
cruisers or destroyers with Aegis weapons systems and at least 
four are equipped with vertical launching systems that can fire 
Tomahawk cruise missiles; 

3. A total of ten anti-submarine warfare helicopters em
barked on the six combat ships; two attack submarines (one of 
them equipped with a vertical launch system); 

4. And one multi-purpose fast combat support ship (known 
as anAOE), which resupplies the other ships in the group (with 
fuel, ammunition, food, etc.) ftom stocks maintained at 22 sup
ply depots around the world. 

These naval"battle groups" have three responsibilities: 
a Maintaining a "forward presence" during peacetime

constantly reminding the world just how powerful and militar
ily-oriented the U.S. is; 

b. Responding to crises; 
c. Fighting wars. 
Since the end of World Warn, the Navy (or a combina

tion of Navy and Marines) has participated in 205 out of207 
international crises, versus 53 for the Air Force and 38 for the 
Army. Thus, for the past 50 years the Navy has participated in 
an international crisis every three months, on average. 

From the perspective of the Navy and its private-sector 
industrial partners (which President Eisenhower in 1961 termed 
the "military-industrial complexj, there are good reasons why 
CVX carriers should be nuclear-powered: 

I. If civilian nuclear power is ever to stage a come-back, 
the nation must maintain teams of scientists and engineers with 
up-to-date nuclear skills and expertise. Thus Navy reactors serve 
to "keep the nuclear design team together" against that future 
time when Three Mile Island has faded ftom memory, oil has 
become costly, solar photo-voltaics have been scuttled by the 
oil companies that own the relevant patents. and nuclear en
ergy is the only technology being offered to the public. From 
the viewpoint of the military-industrial complex. nuclear is far 

preferable to solar for generating electricity because nuclear 
plants require huge investment and are highly complex, thus 
demanding centralized control. Solar panels can be much 
smaller, simpler, and more widely dispersed. thus making cen
tralized control impossible. 

2. Nuclear poWer is modern; diesel is a 19th century tech
nology. The Navy first embraced nuclear power in 1954.1fthe 
Navy had its way, every ship over 8,000 tons would be nuclear 
powered today. Indeed, in 1974 Congress formally set the policy 
that all surface combat ships must be nuclear-powered. Be
tween 1961 and 1975, nine nuclear-powered swface-combat 
ships were commissioned (in addition to the nuclear carriers), 
but it soon became clear that nuclear-powered ones were sim
ply too expensive to maintain. Maintenance would require cuts 
in other naval operations and so the Navy capitulated to fiscal 
realities. Since 1975, the only nuclear-powered surface ships 
built have been carriers. In fiscal year 1993, the Navy scrapped 
its last nuclear-powered non-carrier surface combat ships. Thus, 
after only 17 years of service, with more than half of their 
planned service life remaining, the Navy's non-carrier nuclear
powered combat ships were forced into retirement by exces
sive costs. Submarines are still being built with nuclear propul
sion systems, but by their nature submarines are not highly vis
ible. Thus aircraft carriers are the last highly-visible ships to 
carry the torch for nuclear power. 

3. If the CVX is nuclear-powered, there is only one ship 
yard equipped to build it: the Newport News Shipbuilding 
Company (NNS). So the purchase of nuclear-powered carriers 
occurs without "messy" competitive bidding and further so
lidifies the tight relationship between the Pentagon and NNS. 

4. The Navy is silent on these first three reasons for pre
ferring nuclear-powered CIKrlers, but offers other arguments 
why they are superior: (a) They can accelerate faster than die
sel-powered carriers; (b) l'hey can travel indefinitely without 
refueling; (c) Because they don't require refueling they can ar
rive at their destination earlier than diesel-powered carriers; 
(d) Nuclear carriers can carry more jet fuel and ammunition 
than a diesel-powered carrier, thus making them less reliant on 
re-supply ships. These claims have been challenged by Con
gress. 

G.A.O. Slams die Nadear Propulsion Opdon 
In 1994. Congress onlered the U.S. General Accounting Of
fice (GAO) to compare the cost-effectiveness of nuclear-pow
ered vs. diesel-powered aircraft carriers. In August 1998 GAO 
issued its lengthy report, in which it evaluated the Navy's claims 
of superiority for nuclear propulsion: 

(a) It is true that nuclear carriers can accelerate faster be
cause their steam boilers are always operating. A nuclear car
rier can accelerate ftom 10 to 20 knots in 1.5 minutes and ftom 
10 to 30 knots in 3 minutes. With only 4 of their 8 boilers 
operating, diesel carriers can accelerate ftom 10 to 20 knots in 
2.5 minutes but they need all 8 boilers to achieve 30 knots. If 
they have to light the 4 additional boilers, they can take 1.5 to 
2 hours to reach 30 knots. 

(b) It is true that nucl~-powered carriers can voyage in
definitely without refueling. In submarines this confers a mili
tary advantage but the situation with carriers is entirely differ
ent because their support ships and their ailplanes require regular 
refueling. Therefore, carrier groups remain "tethered to the 
pump" despite the carrier's nuclear propulsion. 

(c) Because nuclear carriers do not require refueling, it is 
true that they can arrive at their destinations earlier than diesel
powered carriers. On a 12,000-mile voyage ftom San Diego to 
the Persian Gulf, a nuclear carrier would arrive in 17.9 days. A 
diesel carrier would arrive six hours later. On a 4,800-mile voy
age from Norfolk, Vuginia to the eastern Mediterranean, a 
nuclear carrier would arrive in 1.1 days, 2 hours earlier than a 
diesel-powered carrier. 

During long voyages, diesel-fueled carriers slow to 14 knots 
for refueling. However, GAO points out that this can be an 
advantage. Pilots are required to remain flight-qualified to en
gage in combat. This requires regular practice. While a carrier 
is steaming at full speed, planes cannot fly ftom its decks. Slow
ing down to refuel gives pilots a chance to fly and remain quali
fied for combat. Therefore, when a conventional carrier ar
rives at its destination, its pilots are ready to enter combat im· 
mediately. Pilots on a nuclear carrier must delay combat while 
they requaJi1Y. 

(d) GAO says diesel-fueled C$rlers can be designed to 

-carry the same quantities ofjet fuel and ammunition as nuclear
powered carriers. The propulsion system isn't the detennining 
factor. 

The GAO finds that diesel-powered carriers have several 
important advantages: 

(a)Becausetheyrequiremuchlessmaintenance,andthere
fore less down-time, diesel-powered carriers can provide a 
greater "forward presence" than nuclear powered carriers. 

(b) Since 1973, the U.S. has maintained ("homeported" in 
Navy jargon) a carrier group at Yokosuka, Japan. The Japa
nese contribute Japanese maintenance personnel worth about 
$5 billion (U .S. dollars) each year to defray the annual costs of 
this group. For obvious reasons, the Japanese people won't 
tolerate U.S. military nuclear technology within their sover
eign territory. If the CVX is nuelear-powered, then Japan must 
be persuaded to change its policy, or the U.S. will need to em
ploy six U.S.-based carrier groups (on rotating duty) to achieve 
the same "forward presence" in the Pacific, GAO says. 

Even if the Japanese were willing to change their policy, 
permanently homeporting a nuclear carrier in Japan would re
quire construction of nuclear maintenance facilities which by 
U.S. law would exclude Japanese personnel. 

(c) One of the Navy's stated design goals for the CVX is 
to reduce carrier costs by 20010. GAO finds that this requires 
conventional propulsion because nuclear carriers are so costly 
to operate. GAO concludes that the 50-year lifetime cost of a 
nuclear-powered carrier($22.2 billion) exceeds the lifetime cost 
of a conventional carrier ($14.09 billion) by $8.1 billion, or 
58%. 

GAO says wars of the future were prefigured in the Gulf 
War of 1991. Examining the record of both conventional and 
nuclear-powered carrier groups in that war, the GAO found no 
difference in military effectiveness. 

In sum, the GAO finds that nuclear-powered carriers pro
vide no significant military advantage. The nation has a once
in-a-generation opportunity to stuff an important part of the 
nuclear genie back into the bottle ftom which it escaped at 
Hiroshima in 1945. 

For more infonnation, contact Laura Hunter, Environmen
tal Health Coalition, San Diego, CA. (619) 235..0281, email: 
laurah@environmentalhealth.org. 

P•r Monlllga~ is Edltor of Raebel's Envirouaaent&l & 
Health Weekly. 77Jif lll1icle tqJJJeflmlln llEI1W. 11663, A• 
giiSI12, 1999. 

Trident 
Ploughshares 2000 

COULPORT, Scotland-Activists have come from around the 
world to oppose the British Trident system at Coulport in Scot· 
land, as members of the "Trident Ploughshares2000."The cam
paign has pledged to prevent nuclear war crimes through non
violent action. 

Peace and justice activists are trying a slew of tactics to 
gamer support and heighten awareness ofBritishnuclearweap
ons and the outlaw status of governments that barbor them. 
Hundreds of people have been arrested scaling and cutting 
fences, swimming to the submarines and damaging equipment, 
including a submarine conning tower. Activists have used ham
mers and paint, chains and looks, wire cutters and wetsuits. 
Gates have been blocked, test stations closed, razor wire un
done, and nuclear weapons convoys stopped enroute to the 
Tridents. In one case activists received theft charges for dump
ing computers, files, manuals and other equipment into the sea. 

During two weeks in August, I 02 arrests were made for 
various actions. Monetary damage estimates run as high as 
£100,000. Arrest warrants have been issued for unpaid fines 
and folks have been jailed on a regular basis. 

Members of "Trident Ploughshares" have pledged to rid 
the United Kingdom of its illegal weapons by nonviolent direct 
disarmament and they're serious! 

The next scheduled events will take place November 13 
& 14,1999, although actions at anytime are welcome. 
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CALENDAR 
October 
2--Wiseoasin Network for Peaee & Justice, Annual Fall Assembly, St. 

Benedict Conference Center Madison, WI starting at 8:30a.m. Coataet: WNPJ at 
(608) 256-5088. 

7--Natioawide Stop the Hate laterfaith Vigils against bate violeaee. 
Contaet: Fellowship ofReconciliation, (914) 358-4601. 

9-10--BJ.essed are Those Who Huugeraad Tbint for Justiee. Commemo
rative peacemaking conference at UCC Peace Church on 11th Ave. E. and 11th St., 
in Duluth, MN. Noon to 6:00p.m. Keynote Speaker: Claire Evans from Chicago 
Peacemaker Team. Oct 10, 8:00 a.m. send-off at the Unitarian Church, 1802 E. 
First St. Caravan & demonstrate against nuclear weapons at Project ELF, Noon, 
Music by Larry Long. Nonviolent Civil Disobedience. Contaet: Loaves & Fishes~ 
(218) 724-2054. 

29-30-31--committingto Peace and Justice: Histoey and Future ofNon
violeat Dissent iD America. Uniting long-time, well-known activists with youth. 
Radisson Hotel, St. Paul, MN. Coataet: MIST (612) 698-9352; Website: 
www.circlevision.org 

November 
13-14-Disannament Camp at Coulport iD Scotland. Coatact: Trident 

Ploughshares 2000, 42-46 Bethel Street, Norwich, Norfolk. NR2 1 NR, UK; phone: 
(01603) 611953; email: tp2000@gn.apc.org 

21--close the School of the Americas: Vigil and nomiolent civil disobedi
ence at the main gate of Fort Benning, GA. SOA Watch is looking for 10,000 to 
attend the vigil and 5,000 people to cross the line. Coatact: SOA Watch, (202) 
234-3440. 

December 
29-January 2--Milleaaium 2000: Celebrate "Religious Action for Dis

armament,, over the new year with a weekend of prayer, education and protest at 
the Nevada Test Site.Coatact: NDE: (702) 646-4814; email: <nde@igc.apc.org> 

Nukewatch thanks the 
A.J. Muste Memorial Institute for 
a grant In the amount of $2,000 
to help with our puhllc education 

and outreach efforts to stop 
Project ELF. 

DOE&WIPP 
Truth & Consequences 
A The Department of Energy intends to ship more than 27,000 loads of 

contact-handled radioactive waste and 7,957 shipments of remote-handled waste 
to WIPP. WIPP will hold less than 2% of DOE's existing nuclear weapons waste. 

A The WIPP site is a 16-square-mile area with a 10,000 acre "secure area." 
A The waste disposal level is 2,1 SO feet underground and consists of more 

than 60 "rooms" spread over 100 acres. 
A WIPP will contain 6.2 million cubic feet of plutonium-contaminated trash. 
A Taxpayer cost for WIPP: $14 to $15 million per month since the late 1980s, 

totaling more than $19 billion to date and no end to the spending. 
A All three federal environmental impact statements for WIPP state that leav

ing the wastes where they are, even for a century, will result in less public radiation 
exposure than moving it to WIPP. (DOE's Sept. 1997 Final Supp. E.I.S.) 

A The DOE's number of expected accidents involving Trupact-Ds [pluto
nium waste canisters]: 56; expected traffic injuries: 39; expected traffic deaths: S; 
expected cancer deaths from radiation exposures with 110 accidents: 3. 

A Fifty-five thousand pounds of plutonium is slated for dumping in WIPP. 
One pound of plutonium contains 454,000,000 human lethal doses. 

A Trupact-11 waste will be sealed in. SS-gallon steel drums or steel boxes. 
Each Trupact-11 can hold up to fourteen drums or two boxes. 

A In a 1995 agreemeat between the state of Idaho and the U.S. Navy, the 
Navy agreed to remove 3,100 cubic meters, or about 15,000 drums, of transuranic 
waste from the Idaho National Laboratory, near Idaho Falls, by the end of2002. 

A The half-life ofplutonium-239 (a predominant isotope in transuranic waste) 
is approximately 24,400 years. It takes plutonium-239 more than 240,00() years to 
decay. 

A Before the WIPP was opened to accept waste, DOE had to accept "certi
fication" from EPA that the waste could be isolated from the human environment 
for at least 10,000 years. 

A Legally, only military transuranic wastes that have been stored for ship
ment since 1970, and NASA's nuclear waste, can be disposed of at the WIPP site. 
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Support the peace and justice work of Nukewatch 
through your purchase of this year's T-shirt. The above 
"Nuclear Free, Naturally" scratchboard design, by 
Bonnie Urfer, is printed 10" X 10"on 100% cotton, heavy
weight black shirt with light yellow ink or natural shirt 
with black ink. Each T-shirt sells for $18.00 and in
cludes postage. 

ClNatur.aLw/black.JnkClB~k w/white ink 
Usmall UMedium ULarge. 

CJxLarge CJxxLarge 
Ship to: (Please print clearly) 

Name~---------------------------------------------------------------------------------AJdress ____________________________________________________________________________ ___ 

City, State & Zip Code. ____________ _ 

Send your order to: 
Nukewatch, P.O. Box 649, Luck, Wl 54853. 

The Pllthflnder is the quarterly newsletter of 
Nukewatch, a project of 

The Progressive Foundation, 
founded in 1979. 

Nukewatch Board of Directors 
Barb Katt, Bobby King, Patricla Kane, Bonnie Urfer, 

· Samuel H. Day, Jr., John LaForge 
Nukewatch Sblff 

Bonnie Urfer and John LaForge 
Nukewatch Volunteere 

.Barb Katt, Yvonne Mills, Jeff Peterson, Mary Adams, Rachel Ries, Ron Renkoskl, 
Gail Vaughn, Andy Felger, Andrea Schwartz, Anna Baddund, 

Cory Bartholomew, Jane Hosklng 
Nulrawatch educalee and organlzea to nonviolently c...-an environment free 

of the nuclear Industry and free of weapone of mau deetrucllon. 
The Pllthflndersubmission deadlines: 

Nov. 15, Feb. 15, May 15, At;tg. 15. 
The Plvgrealve Foundation 

Nukewatch 
P.O. Box 649,Luck, Wl 54853 

phone: (715) 472-4185, fax: (715) 472-4184 
email: nukewtchOwln.brightnet 

Web: htlp:/lwww.serve.cornlgvaughnlnukewatchlindex.html 

Nubwatei&Pathjinder-1 
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"D-5 Nine" Found Not Guilty 
By EUzabeth Roberts 
The trial of the "0-5 Nine" began June 7, t 999 in Kitsap County 
District Court in Port Orchard, WA. The "0-5" is the newest 
Trident missile. On August 9, 1998, nine peace activists blocked 
the road into the Bangor Trident submarine base near Poulsbo, 
WA. 'The county charged disorderly conduct. 

Deputy Prosecutor Claire Bradley said in her opening re
marks, .. The fact .. .is they sat in the road and detained no less 
than eight cars for approximately eight minutes.'' 

Judge James Riehl allowed into evidence photographs of 
the action, an edited video of the action, four large posters of 
excerpts of the Hague Conventions, the Nuremberg Principles, 
and the 1996 international Court of Justice opinion regarding 
the illegality of nuclear weapons, and the statement written for 
the action by the defendants. 

Defense attorney Ken Kagan, on cross examination of 
Deputy John Brossell, asked Brossell to display and describe 
the patch worn on the shoulders of Kitsap County Sheriff's 
Deputies. "It says 'sheriff' at the top. There's a yellow star be
low that" "And what," Mr. Kagan asked, "is below the star?'' 
Brossell replied, "That's a Trident submarine ... " 

Defendant Rev. Anne Hall testified, "As a U.S. citizen, it 's 
my right to act to stop my country from doing something illegal. 
As a mother to protect my children. As a minister, I'm entitled 
and required to protect God's children and creation." 

Defendant Mary Gleysteen said of the D-5: "It's a horror 
of the nuclear arms race. It appalls me and was forefront in my 
mind on Aug. 9. $60 million to refit one missile when there are 

homeless people and people without medical care in our own community." 
Judge Riehl surprised many in the courtroom with his jury instructions. 

Instruction #9: "A person acts with' lawful authority' when he or she acts in 
reliance upon his or her reasonable interpretation of a relevant state or local 
ordinance, state or federal statute, treaty, or state or federal court ruling." 

Instruction # 11 : "You are instructed that as a matter of federal Constitu
tional law, states are bound to respect the terms of treaties entered into by 
Congress. Congress alone has the power to abrogate a treaty or impose any 
additional limitations. Thus to the extent there may be a conflict between a 
law of the state of Washington, and a right granted or an obligation imposed 
by a treaty of the U.S., the right granted or the obligation imposed by the 
treaty will govern." 

These instructions were a windfall for the defense because the prosecu
tion had to prove beyond a reasonable doubt that the defendants blocked 
vehicular traffic without lawful authority. After deliberating [four hours) all 
defendants were found not guilty. 

The judge then gave the jurors a chance to speak. Presiding Juror Bar
bara Johnson choked back tears as she expressed her gratitude to her fellow 
jurors and then explained the verdict. She said that they had been deeply 
moved by the defendants' conviction and courage. 

Judge Riehl also spoke, saying "I think we all agree that the use of nuclear 
weapons is unacceptable ... " 

Juror Leab Merkle came to join a closing circle in the courtroom and 
related that she had "no doubt" in her mind that the defendants were not 
guilty. "I'm really glad there are peopV;dl!'E.!hisd.!!.!!?z~~jl?.yqn
ment is making nuclear weapons, ther ey' re committing the= !jl" 
El/ulJH!tlt Rob~rts Is a schoo: t~acher I(J/u ~cg.Jillj 
for Nonviolent Action in Poulsbo, Was gton. _ _j' 
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