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LOCALS OPPOSE ~ ENRICHMENT QUEENSLAND 
METAL WORKERS 

IMPLEMENT 
BANS. Strong anti-nuclear senti

ment has been expressed in 
the Townsville region - the 
area suggested by Ron Camm, 
State Minister for Mines, 
Energy, and Police, to be 'the 
most favoured site' for a 
uranium enrichment plant on 
Australian soil. The area also 
encompasses the proposed 
Minatome Uranium Mine at 
Ben Lomond. 

Opposition has flared sine~ 
late last December when 
representatives of the 
Queensland Government and 
the French Atomic Energy 
Agency held discussions re
garding the establishment of an 
enrichment facility in the state. 

Most activity has centred on 
the Thuringowa Shire Council, 
where a campaign has been in
itiated, spearheaded by Coun
cillor Charlie Moroney, to make 
the Shire a NUCLEAR FREE 
ZONE, and to ensure that all the 
facts relating to the proposed 
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LIBS DIVIDED ON 
NUCLEAR STAND 

The Young Liberal Movement 
narrowly rejected a call to ban 
nuclear fission power stations 
in Australia. A motion stating 
that there was no foreseeable 
requirement for such power sta
tions in Australia was lost by 29 
to 32 when the question was 
considered at the Young 
Liberals' National Conference 
in Melbourne. 
Courier Mail. January 18, 1980. 

enrichment plant are made 
available to Shire residents. 
Support for these moves is now 
growing within the Council and 
a special meeting to discuss the 
matter was held on the 6th 
February. 

RESIDENTS MEET 
Local feeling against the 

Enrichment Plant was ex
pressed at a recent meeting of 
Thuringowa Shire residents at 
the Bohlevale State School 
(close to the proposed site of 
the enrichment plant, just north 
of T ownsville). The meeting was 
add r essed by Councillor 
Moroney and the ALP Can
didate for Townsville, Brian 
Oobinson, and then thrown 
open for discussion and com
ment. Although pro-uranium 
speakers were invited, they 
were "otherwise engaged". Of 
the fifty people attending, none 
expressed an opinion in favour 
of the enrichment plant even 
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though the meeting was widely 
advertised as being open to all 
corners. 

Mr. Doblnson said evidence 
from the report showed that an 
e nrichment plant would 
employ 250 people of whom 
only 34 would be unskilled and 
drawn from the Townsville 
area. 

"This is the category where 
unemployment is greatest in 
Townsville and claims of 1000 
jobs are just not true and are an 
attempt to falsely win the com
munity's approval," he said. 

RESOLUTION 
·Resolutions were passed call

ing on the State Government to 
make a definitive statement on 
the enrichment plant proposal, 
declaring the meeting's total 
opposition to the establishment 
of a nuclear industry in the 
shire, and calling on the Thur
ingowa Shire Council to declare 
the shire a Nuclear Free Zone. 

Adrian Jeffreys 

ACCIDENTS ALMOST 
INEVITABLE 

A new American study has 
said that a nuclear accident 
even worse than that at Three 
Mile Island is likely unless 
changes are made in the in
dustry. 

RESTRUCTURE NRC 
The study done for the U.S. 

Nuclear Regulatory Com
mission (NRC) by an indepen
dent law firm recommeded the 
Commission should be com
pletely restructured with sub
stantially more of its resources 
going to the monitoring of 
operating reactors. The report 
found that the Three Mile Island 
plant came within 30 to 60 
minutes of a meltdown, which 
would have required the 
evacuation of thousands of 
people in the area. 

The report concluded with a 
recommendation that in future, 
nuclear power plants should be 
sited in areas far more remote 
from population centres than 
regulations now require. 
Telegraph, January 25, 1980 
Courier Mail, January 26, 1980 

NUCLEAR FREE PACIFIC DAY 

Workers at Sargeants/ANI 
and Evans Deakins, Geebung 
have placed bans on steel 
fabrication work for the Ranger 
Uranium mine. 

The workers, all members of 
the Amalg amated Metal 
Workers and Shipwrights Union 
(AMWSU) have set the example 
of how uranium mining in 
Australia can be stopped. 

RANGER CONTRACT 
Sargeants/ANI won the con

tract to fabricate 4,000 tonnes 
of steel for Ranger. However, 
in line with AMWSU policy, 
which is opposed to the de
velopment of new mines, the 
50 union members there re
fused to have anything to do 
with it. 

Management then tried sub· 
contracting work out to smaller 
engineering shops, and Evans 
Deakin workers, even at the risk 
of 20·30 workers being laid off, 
have decided to hold the line. 

SNOWBALL 
lt is important that these ac

tions snowball, especially in 
other crucial unions such as the 
Australian Railways Union, the 
Transport Worker Union, and 
the Waterside Workers Federa
tion. All of these unions have 
good policies on paper, so, like 
the AMWSU it is a matter of now 
putting policy into action. 

J. Quinn. 

Workers Against Uranium 
Mining believe that work with 
trade union rank and file is the 
best way to stop uranium (See 
article on Pl). 

NO MONEY FOR 
NUCLEAR POWER 

The Stuttgart District Court 
Saturday, March 1st, has SATURDAY, • To help foster wider corn- has held that electricity con-

beenchosenbyconcernedpeo- munity awareness in Brisbane, sumers wer e enti tled to 
pie of the Pacific to oppose the MARCH 1st C.A.N.P. has arranged a Pacific withhold payment for nuclear 
spread of nuclear activities in * * * * * Peoples cultural gathering in electricity. 
the Pacific area, and to promote PACIFIC FESTIVAL the City Square at 9.30 a.m. Ois- The Stuttgart electric utility 
the concepi of the Pacific being plays, dancing, food, drinks and was suing two consumers who 
declared ana maintained as a City Square 9.30 a.m. music will be part of the pro- had witheld payment of ten per-
Nuclear-Free Zone. gramme. cent of their electricity bill until 
' Because of American and * * * * * e In the evening, there will the utility renounced the use of 
French nuclear tests, those BUSH DANCE be a Bush Dance with the Ran nuclear electricity. 
most immediately at risk are the Tan Bush Band, starting at 7.30 The action of the Stuttgart 
people of the Pacific Islands. RAN TAN p.m. Come along and bring your consumers is part of a cam-
Now, with the impending AnglicanChurchHall friends to St. Pauls Anglican paign throughout West 

N .P .T. IGNORED' deployment and docking of Tri· Church Hall, 554 Vulture Street, Germany of refusal to pay for 
There is "no chance" that dent submarines and the plans 554 Vulture St., East Brisbane. Admission is nuclear electricity. 

F ·11 · h for dumping nuclear waste, the East Brisbane. $2.50 for employed people and DUTY BREACHED 
ranee Wl Sign t e Nuclear hazards are even more $1.50 for others. Refreshments In a written judgement, the 

Non-Proliferation Treaty, the threatening. 7 ·30 p.m. are available. Court pointed to unsolved pro-
French Secretary of State for blems of nuclear power, and 
Fo~~n Aff~~. Oli~r &~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ said that ~nee Hur~bu~ 

~~~~s~m~an~~i7t~~rfe~~~. CANCER RESEARCHER VISITS BRISBANE "nuclear technology is obvious-
January 18, 1980. ly not under control, and there 

Sister Rosalie Bertell PUBLIC MEETING is no protection against its 
RADIOACTIVE MILK Ph. D., a Catholic Nun dangers." Under federal 

Reports that 50 out of 65 U.S. and radiation expert . will German law the boycott was 
cities are selling illegally be in Brisbane from Feb. ROSALIE BERTELL legal because the electric utility 
radioactive milk has galvanized 18th to 21st. An outspoken had breached the duty of care it 
a battery Of attornerys l

·nto pre- SPEAKS owed to the defendent and the 
critic of current radiation pro- public. 

paring contamination cases tection measures, Or Bertell's 7·30 p.m. 2° February The small amount of money 
based partly on the Karen Silk· car ·was recently forced off an St Andrews Church Hall, withheld, 140 Dm ($A75) rules 
wood precedent. expressway in a deliberate at- t 1 

"This .could be the largest tack by the occupants of 160 Vulture St. South ou an appea · 
class action suit in history." another vehicle. Her many Brisbane. 
says Enid G. Ballantyne, a publications include papers on 
Pasadena attornery who is re- the Health Hazards of Low Level 
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(~ ____ T_H_E_P_O_V_ER_TY __ O_F __ EN_R_I_C_H_M_E_N_T __ ~) 
Last December, Queensland reinforcing the high security 

Gover nment offic ials and outlook of the nuclear 
representatives of the French economy, and of hindering et
Atom ic Energy Commission forts, even governmental et
announced they had reached forts, to maintain checks on 
an Init ial agreement to con- plant safety and location of 
struct a uranium enrichment enriched fuel. 
plant In Queensland. The an- · Top level secrecy may be the 
nouncement indicates that the norm in Australia but France 
decision to mine uranium has has a poor track record as far as 
set In motion a domino se- allowing non-signatories of the 
quence of events that could Nuclear Non-Prol iferation Trea
easily lock Australia into a ty access to its technology. lt 
nuclear powered society. has made major arms ship-

The gaseous diffusion pro- ments and technology exports 
cess wh ich is the enrichment to Iran, South Africa, China and 
method used by the French up Pak istan and if Australia 
to now presents a number of permits construction of the 
tee h n I cat problems , in 
particu lar the most intractable 
problem of the nuclear industry, 
waste management. Only one 
fifth of the uranium processed 
f inds its way into fuel rods. The 
rest has to be stored . The waste 
is not as toxic as that from a re
actor but it is still radioactive 
and dangerous. 

MILITARY SECRECY 
While building an H-bomb is 

apparently a matter of high 
school physics, the details of 
the various types of enr ichment 
processes are closely kept 
secrets, for military and com-
mercial reasons. While this is 
desi rable in the interests of non-

FALLOUT 
COMPENSATION 

In the USA only ten cancer 
sufferers out of the estimated 
250,000 atomic veterans have 
won compensation from the US 
Government. 

The most recent claimant on
ly won after a six-year legal bat
tle. He is Orville Kelly, now 49 
and dying from lymphatic 
cancer. In 1958, he witnessed 22 
nuclear bomb tests. 

EXPERT WITNESSES 
Experts on low level radiat ion 

and health effects, Professor 
Kart Morgan and Doctor John 
Gofman assisted Kelly with his 
case. Gofman calculated that 
Kelly received a total of about 
20,000 milirads from the blasts. 
(The legal dose from a nuclear 
power plant is 170 milirads per 
year.) The Army's figures were 
considerably lower. 

Not Man Apart. 
January, 1980. 

~· 
SERVICEMEN 
IRRADIATED. 

Many Australian and British 
servicemen who worked on the 
British nuclear weapons tests 
In the 1950s have either died 
of, or are suffering fro m 
cancer. No official figures on 
cancer rates have been re
leased, and it Is not known 
whether such information is 
being gathered . Yet, t he 
stories told by survivors and 
widows are alarming. 

NO PROTECTION 

Airmen in ordinary flying gear 
were ordered to fly through the 
mushroom clouds at the Maral
inga test site. The ground crews 
which serviced the planes were 
not provided with any protec
tion from radiation. 

Australian ex-servicemen 
have now begun to lodge the 
fi rst claims for compensation, 
but they anticipate a hard fight 
to gain recognition. The issue 
will be discussed at the 
Returned Services League's 
southeast Queensland district 
conference in March. 

•tf you have any information 
on the fate of Australian atomic 
veterans, please contact Mr. Pat 
Creevey urgently on (07) 204 
1913, or write to 9 Wheaton 
Street., Narangba Q., 4054. 

Bruce Doyle 

NUCLEAR 
OOUBLESPEAK 

The nuclear industry outdid 
all o ther contenders for the 
1979 Doublespeak Award from 
the USA National Council of 
Teachers of English. 

A cco rd i n g to th e 
Dou b lespeak Committee' s 
chairman, off;cials at Three Mile 
Island invented " a whole new 
lexico n of j ar gon an d 
euphemisms" that were in
tended to understate the 
dan gers of the accident. 
" Energetic disassembly" was 
Metropolitan Edison's term for 
an explosion; a fire was called 
" rapid ox idation" ; and a reactor 
accident was described as an 
"event" or a "normal aberra
tion" . Plu tonium contamination 
became " infiltrat ion" or was 
described as " plutonium has 
taken up residence" . 

Not Man Apart. 
January, 1980. 

plant it must accept partial 
responsibi li ty for the possible 
sale of enrichment technology 
or enriched uranium to coun
tries not parties to the Non
pro l iferation T reaty . This 
possibility is heightened when 
one remembers that members 
of the consortium believed to be 
negotiating with the govern
ment, COREDIF. include Iran 
(all up share of 25%) and Spain, 
neither of which are signatories 
to the treaty. 

A BAD DEAL 
For a number of reasons an 

enrichment plant does not 
make economic sense: 

They cover hundreds of acres 
•.. they're tremendously 

expensive ... and they consume 
as much electricity 8 S 8 city of 

half 8 million people •.. 

PHOTOVOLTAIC 
BREAKTHROUGH? 

J 
A Swiss r esea r ch 

technologist has produced im
p roved solar cells which 
achieve the extraordinarily high 
degree of 32% efficiency (com
pared w ith the previous 12%). 
The cells won the Grand Prix 
from the International Inventors 
Fair in Geneva. 

An official of the Swiss Office 
of Energy Efficiency stated that 
the invention was of utmost in
terest. Until now the Swiss ad
min istration has downplayed 
solar development in favour of 
nuclear power. 

Nuclear Hazards 
December 13, 1979. 

••••• 
PARENTS SUE 

The parents of a still born 
child have sued the Three Mile 
Island (T.M.I.) Nuclear Plant 
Owners and designers. 

M rs Perri Kiick was about four 
months pregnant on March 28, 
1979, the day of the T.M.I. acci
dent. 

Mrs Kiick stated that many 
people in her area lost chi ldren 
after the accident. The Kiick's 
home is five kilometres from the 
T.M.I. plant. She said she called 
Metropolitan Edison one day 
after the emergency began and 
was told not to worry. The next 
day the reactor released several 
bursts of radiation, and Pen
nsylvania Governor Dick 
Thornburgh advised pregnant 
women and preschool children 
to leave the area. 

The Kiicks are seeking com
pensation from Metro pot itan 
Edison, The Operators, General 
Public Utilities, the plant owner 
and Babcock and Wilcok, the 
designer. 

Courier-Mail, 
Dec. 29, 1979. 
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· The Australian Atomic 
Energy Commission does not 
anticipate a shortfall in world 
supplies of enriched uranium 
until 199.3. Even then it is likely 
that ex isting plants would be 
expanded to meet increased de
mand. 

•Enrichment facilities over
seas are heavily subsidised by 
government and it is likely that 
government subsidies would be 
sought in Austral ia to ensure 
the plant's competitiveness. 

·The d iffusion method which 
the French would be likely to 
use is one of the oldest enr ich
ment techniques and less effi
cient than newer methods such 
as the centrifuge method. This 
makes taxpayer subsidies more 
likely. 

·we would also have to pay 
for the substantial infrastruc
tural work needed for an enrich
ment facility. If the diffusion 
process was used, the most 
signif icant aspect of the cost 
would be the need to provide a 
huge electricity generating 
capacity. Queensland would 
quite possibly have to double its 
present peak generating 
capacity of 2005Mw to meet the 
demands of one power user. 
Valuable, exportable coal would 
have to be used cheaply to sup
ply such power needs. 

·A sizeable amount of the re
ven ue earned by the plant 
would be repatriated overseas 
in the form of profits and in
terest on foreign loans raised to 
build the plant. 

*The plant would be an ap
palling waste of money in 
te rm s of employme nt op
portu nities, with only one 
permanent job created for 
every million or so dollars in
vested as against one per 
twenty thousand dollars in
vested in the manufacturing in
dustry. 

TIME TO FIGHT 
A n enrichment plant in 

Queensland would not be com
pleted until towards the end of 
this decade, but the longer we 
resist its establishment the less 
chance it has of ever getting off 
the ground. We must make it an 
issue now. 

Chris Humphreys. 

SECRET U-DEALS 
Conzinc Riotinto Australia 

(CRA) is an almost wholly 
owned subsidiary of t.he British 
based mult inational mining 
company, Rio Tinto Zinc. CRA 
has the majority shareholding in 
Austral ia 's only operating 
uran ium mine at Mary Kathleen 
in Queensland. 

RTZ has other uranium de
posits and material from Its 
controversial Rossing mine in 
South West Africa (Nambia) is 
being secretly sold to Japan, 
Iran (which also has a 15% 
s h a r e hold ing) and Wes t 
Germ any, despite a United Na
tions ban. A substantial oar t of 

those shipments are being pro
cessed into reactor grade fuel 
In the Soviet Union. Britain is 
the only country to publicly ad
mit receiving Rossing uranium 
and now receives 42% of its re
quirements from that mine. 
Th e Fre nc h governm e nt
owned oil company Total has 
shares in the mine and also re
ceives uranium from it. 

ENRICHMENT 
The only member of the 

nuclear club with surpl us 
uranium enrichment capacity is 
the Soviet Union - a by product 
of their ambitious military pro
gramme. The USSR is enriching 
uranium for West Germany, and 
as a result of a 1976 deal with 
the Shah is also providing 
enrichment services to Iran. 

The trail from Rossing to Iran 
is a w inding one. From the 
Namibian capital, Windhoek, 
the uranium oxide (yellowcake) 
is flown to France. From there it 
is transported by road to British 
Nuclear Fuels' plant at Spr
lngfield Works near Preston for 
f i rst-stage conversion into 
uranium hexafluoride. The hex
afluoride is than sent by rail 
across Europe for enrichment 
by th e Soviet compa ny 
Techsnabexport. 

COMMERCE FIRST 
Russian involvement is at fi rst 

glance surprising . The USSR 
provides military aid to SWAPO, 
the Namibian liberation move
ment. lt is a vociferous oppo
nent of South Africa. l t was 
hostile to the Shah. lt sub
scr ibed to the UN resolution 
banning Namibian exports. But 
commercial consideration ap
pear to have over- r idden 
political neceties. 

After enrichment , the 
uranium proceeds by rail into 
West Germany where i t is 
fabr icated into reactor fuel rods 
by one of Germany's biggest in
dustrial concerns, Kraf twerk 
Union. T he original intention 
was that the rods would then be 
sent to Iran. But because of the 
turmo il there, they have all in 
fac t been stockpiled in West 
Germany. And Iran is now trying 
to cancel the remainder of the 
Rossing contract. 

UNTRUSTWORTHY 
Clearly, the governments and 

companies engaged in the in
ternational promotion of the 
nuclear industry cannot be 
trusted to take even the most 
basic precautions with strategic 
materials. lt again reinforces the 
view that once Austral ian 
uranium leaves Australia its 
final destination, use, and ul
t imate disposal is quite beyond 
the control of Australians. Cam
paigners should raise questions 
about these matters with any or 
all of the following - the 
Forei gn Minister, Andrew 
Peacock, the Austral ian Nuclear 
Safeguards Office, Coogee, 
N.S.W. and the editor of your 
local newspaper. A copy of any 
correspondence will be ap
preciated by C.A.N.P. 
Based on an article in The Sun
day Times, December 30, 1979. 



[..____M_A_KE_B_A_N_S_W_O_R_K_! ___..] 
Official ACTU policy is 

against uranium mining. Ex
cepting recent Metal Workers 
-Initiatives in Brisbane (see 
front page story), little has 
been done to implement them. 
--wAO"M- (WOrKers - Against 
Uranium mining) has or
ganised meetings on jobs over 
the last year. The response 
from workers has been as en
couraging as ever. Ordinary 
workers know that they are op
posed to uranium mining in 
Australia. They do not need to 
be told yet again that the in
dustry Is bad or that they as 
workers will get nothing out of 
it. 

What they do not know is 
what to do about it as unionists. 
WAUM is trying to provide or
ganisation that will give workers 
the opportunity to be active in 
the campaign as unionists and 
to force their unions to take a 
stand - not just on paper but · 
on the jobs in terms of real in
dustrial action. 

MISTAKE 
The mistake the anti-uranium 

movement has made is in not 
relying heavily on the trade un
ions for action against uranium 
mining. After all, it is only by un
ion action that equipment tor 
the mines can be banned and 
transportation, treatment and 
export from mines halted, and 
ultimately uranium mining 
stopped. 

The mistake was for the mov
ement to have believed that the 
trade union officials would do it. 
If the officials do take firm ac
tion against the uranium in
dustry it will be because there is 
still tremendous anti-uranium 
sentiment amongst their rank 
and file members - not 
because we ask them to. 

The task that the movement 
has long neglected but must 
now take up is to organise that 
rank and file support in the 
grass roots of the union move
ment. Where the officials ge
nuinely oppose mining, we can 
show that there is a strong and 
well organised section of the 
rank and file membership that is 
prepared to support any action 
they take to stop the industry. 
Where the officials are not so 
keen on stopping uranium - as 
with the majority of union of
ficials - we can use this or
ganisation to force some action 

t of them. 

network can be involved in the 
production and distribution of 
an industrial newsletter such as 
the WAUM Trade Union News. it 
can organise petitions to the 
TLC. and the ACTU. lt can or
ganise speaking tours of job 
sites for anti-uranium speakers. 
lt can mobilise for official or un
official job delegates and shop 
stewards meetings - the sort of 
meetings the trade union 
leadership cannot ignore. 

CALL FOR DELEGATES 
MEETING 

At the moment WAUM is or
ganising a petition of shop 
stewards to go to the TLC call
ing for a job delegates meeting 
to decide how to implement the 
ACTU's policy on uranium. We 
are organising and speaking at 
job meetings almost every day, 
explaining the purpose of the 
petition to shop stewards and 
building up a list of activists on 
the job who are prepared to dis-

• tribute WAUM Trade Union 
News regularly. This is the sort 
of work that the Campaign 
Against Nuclear Power must be 
involved in. lt is time that the 
movement devoted time, and re
sources to this type of action. 
Non-unionists can also be in
volved. There is plenty of work 
to be done in arranging job 
meetings, speaking there, tak· 
lng the petition around to shop 
stewards and job delegates and 
organising distribution of the 
newsletter. 

HOW CAN WE BUILD IN THE 
RANK AND FILE? 

In the past we have thought 
largely in terms of establishing 
workplace groups. These are 
still very important and where 
we can set them up we should. 
But in many workplaces there is 
only one, or at most a couple of 
people who are prepared to be · 
active in the campaign. What we 
must concentrate on is the 
building of a network of 
workers in industry. Such a 

STRATEGY TO WIN 
We believe that we have a 

strategy by which the anti· 
uranium movement can win. We 
believe that it is the only win
ning strategy. Help us to put it 
into effect. Contact WAUM - Ph. 
391 5966 or c/· J. Quinn 365 575. 
24 Haughton St., Red Hill. 

URANIUM MINING ON 
AMERICAN INDIAN LANDS 
In 1978, 1.2 million acres of 

American Native land was un
der lease for uranium explora
tion and development. Approx
imately 80% of all uranium in 
the U.S.A. is on Indian land. 

~·J. 
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NAVAJO LAND 
Uranium mining first began 

on Navajo land in the early 
1950's by the Kerr McGee cor
poration (the company involved 
in the well known Karen 
Silkwood case). The company 
finished mining in the early 
1970's and moved out, leaving 
71 acres of highly radioactive 
mine tailings. The tailings dump 
is totally exposed and is about 
60 ftlet from the San Juan River, 
the only major water source in 
the area. 

A large number of Indian 
min~rs have since died of lung 

cancer. However. the company 
and the State have denied any 
claims for compensation. A 
representative of the official 
government agency, the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs, said "lt was 
not our responsibility to warn 
them (the miners)." 

MULTINATIONALS 
Most of the mining on Indian 

lands Is carried out by a few 
very large corporations. Ac
cording to a study by the Oil, 
Chemical and Atomic Workers 
Union in 1977, seven firms con
trolled 81.5% of all uranium re
serves. The top companies in
cluded Kerr McGee (33%), Gulf 
Oil, Continental Oil, Phelps 
Dodge , Getty Oil , United 
Nuclear, Exxon, and General 
Exlectric. Phillips Petroleum, 
Union Carbide and Standard Oil 
follow close behind. 

In 1975 Indians were paid an 
average of 60 cents per pound 
of uranium. The same uranium 
was then valued at $30 per 
pound in the international 
market. In other words, Indians 
received 2% of the market value 
for their labour. That same year, 
the federal Trade Commission 
reported that there were 380 
uranium leases on Indian lands 
as opposed to four on public or 
acquired lands. 

The Bureau of Indian Affairs 
has encouraged this develop
ment. 

Natural Peoples' News 
No 2. 3.1979. 

Review of 'No Nukes', 
Various Artists, 

Asylum Records, 
$17.99 

This is one of the finest live 
albums ever produced, cer
tainly equal to 'Concert for 

( l 
Bangladesh,' and 'Four Way 
Street.' 

SAFETY TESTS: FRAUDULENT Th isT:~::~:T~~=~ more 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ than some cl America's ~p 

Come September. one of the 
largest gatherings of US 
musical talent ever seen was as
sembled in New York. 'Rolling 
Stone' magazine commented 
that: " The MUSE concerts were 
a high-water mark of inspiration 
and optimism about the ability 
of musicians, their audiences 
and perservering activists to do 
good .. .ln the end, it was the 
largest, most impressive gather
ing of musicians ever as
sembled for a non-profit event, 
and it was a stunning testimony 
to the depth of the shared 
beliefs of the generation that 
came of age in the Sixties." 

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission (N.R.C.) has been 
sitting on a report since early 
1979, which shows that gov
ernment reactor safety claims 
were based on fraudulent ex
periments. 

The problem began with the 
conviction in those days that at
mospheric nuclear testing was 
essential to national security. 
To quiet the critics who wanted 
a test ban, the old AEC took 
steps to show it was keeping on 
top of fallout. One such step 
was a program of experiments 
to find whether food crops 
would take up dangerous levels 
of fallout from the soil. More 
than just looking for results that 
would make fallout appear safe. 
most of the scientists rigged 
their experiments to produce 
the desired reassurance. 

FALLOUT 
In measuring how much 

fallout plants would pick up 
from the soil, the AEC scien
tists made preliminary tests on 
a variety of soils. They chose 
for their experiments those 
soils that absorbed the least 
amount of fallout. 

lt was known that plants have 

~ 
,.r:.~ 

difficulty assimilating many They say, for example, that 
fallout ingredients until they are NRC judgments are " between 
acted upon by soil bacter ia. To 10 and 1,000 times too low" on 
prevent this, the scientists how much plutonium, cesium, 
cooked the soil in ovens and and strontium are picked up 
killed its bacteria. from the soil by crops. 

Then they added the The Heidelberg group re-
radiotoxic substances to the ached its conclusion after dig
soil shortly before the plants ging through 25 years of scien
were harvested. This avoided tific journals to find what ex
real conditions in which the periments had been done on 
plants would grow from seeds how much fallout was getting to 
in the contaminated soil. people. 

Not surprisingly, these experi- OVERDOSE 
ments showed hardly any The West Germans found that 
fallout getting into crop plants. a pressurized water reactor 

INDEPENDENT STUDY planned for the town of Whyl on 
The report that reveals this the Rhine could be expected to 

information breaks new expose people to a yearly dose 
ground. lt is the first time in- , of 1,071 millirems of radiation. 
dependent scientists have dug The major part of this dose 
Into the N.R.C.'s safety as- would come from radioactive 
surances to expose their foun- substances taken into the body 
dations. Written by fourteen with food and drink. The reac
West German Scientists from tor's exhaust air is the principal 
the University of Heidelberg, it source of this contamination, 
applies not only to the U.S.A. , with its waste water playing a 
but also to other countries like significant but lesser role. 
Australia which base safety The exposure limit in the Unit
standards on the N.R.C. ed States is 170 millirems of 
calculat ions. radiation per person yearly from 

UNREALISTIC all nuclear plants. On Dec. 1, 
The German scientists say 1979, the Environmental Protec

that in measuring fallout's tion Agency reduced this 
journey from reactor to the limit to 25 millirems. 
body, the NRC figures are "un- Nuclear Hazards, 
realistically low." December 13, 1979 
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musicians getting together for a 
jam. In the tradition of 'Concert 
for Bangladesh, · a small group 
of LA musos got together with 
some political activists to form 
MUSE, Musicians United for 
Safe Energy. After close to three 
years of doing small benefit 
concerts for the anti-nuclear 
movement on the US West 
Coast, the musos decided the 
time had come for a series of 
major concerts to raise money 
tor the US anti-nuclear move
ment, and contribute to public 
awareness on the dangers of 
nuclear power and the 
alternatives to nuclear. They 
chose Madison Square Garden 
in New York because of the 
media exposure they would get, 
and planning began for five 
concerts to be staged in late 
September 1979. Coinciding 
with the concerts would come a 
series of major demonstrations 
against nuclear power 
throughout the US, and from 
the concerts would come a re
cord and a movie. the profits 
from the concerts, record and 
movie going directly to the anti
nuclear movement. 

SALES AID MOVEMENT 

The MUSE board met in early 
November last year to dis
tribute a quarter of a million 
dollars raised from the con
certs to groups throughout the 
US working for safe energy. 

So, 'No Nukes' is not only a 
great triple album set, but the 
proceeds also go to the move
ment for safe energy in the USA. 
But there is more! The album 
cover is covered with magnifi
cent photographs from the con
certs, and enclosed in the cover 
is a 16 page booklet loaded with 
pictures and information about 
nuclear power, its dangers and 
alternatives to nuclear power. 
The album would make a great 
present to a friend, or a great 
present for yourself. 

Mark D. Hayes. 



ACTION AGAINST URANIUM 
NEW 

ORGANISERS 
From the beginning of 

February the Campaign will 
have two new Organisers, 
Joan Shears and Ron Leeks. 
He re they introdu ce 
themselves to Newsletter re
aders: 

*C.A.N.P. criticism of State 
Government proposals for a 
·uranium enrichment plant in 
Queensland received wide 
media coverage. 

The Mackay Nuclear Aware· 
ness Group has initiated a peti
tion against the construction of 
any enrichment plants. Other 
C.A.N.P. media releases last 
month. 

- called for the disbandment 
of the Australia Atomic Energy 
Commission; 

- highlighted the lack of safe 
nuclear waste disposal techni
ques; 

called for the cessation of 

the export to both the USA and 
the USSR of materials extracted 
from mineral sands for use in 
nuclear weapons delivery 
systems. 

*Andrew Phillips, creator of 
the film "Harrisburg " visited us 
in mid-January. Film showings 
and radio and T.V. interviews 
were arranged in Brisbane and 
on the Sunshine Coast. See 
Diary of Events for February 
screenings. 

•The Campaign is assisting 
Returned Services League 
members seeking compensa
tion for exposure to nuclear 
tests in Australia. 

"'And now for the GOOD news ... " 

*Toowoomba Campaign 
Against Nuclear Energy has 
already shown the new slide 
show " Her Comes the Sun: 
Solar Energy in Australia." The 
20 min. slide show with tape 
and booklet gives an overview 
of solar energy technology and 
practical examples of its use in 
Australia. lt is available from the 
C.A.N.P. 

*In January, Bill Soorley of 
Tweed Heads commenced a 
bicycle ride around Australia to 
spread th e anti-uranium 
message. 

PLANNED ACTION
YOU CAN HELP 

These future activities need 
your help. Contact C.A.N.P. of
fice on 221 0188. 

*Sister Rosalie Bertell's 
public meeting on Wednesday, 
February 20, will need ex
tensive publicity (see front 
page). 

*Nuclear Free Pacific Day on 
Saturday March 1 focusses on 
the threat of nuclear weapons in 
the Pacific. A 400 foot long " Tri
dent Monster" symbol ising the 
insanity of the U.S. Trident 
nuclear submarine pro~ramme 

- will be displayed· in the City 
Square, where a cultural gather
ing of Pacific Peoples will be 
held. Much publicity and or
ganisational work remains to be 
done. 

·on Saturday, March 29, we 
are planning a major rally and 
march to mark the first an
niversary of the· nuclear reactor 
accident at Harrisburg. Themes 
of the rally will be "No More 
Harrisburgs" and " No Uranium 
Mining or Enrichment" . Senator 
Jim Keefe of Townsville (where 
uranium mining and enrich
ment are proposed) has agreed 
to speak. lt is especially impor
tant that you be involved in 
building this rally, as it is the 
first opportunity that the bulk of 
Queenslanders will have to 
show their opposition to the 
State Government's enrichment 
plans. 

·The excellent new anti
nuclear film "Paul Jacobs and 
the Nuclear Gang" will be in 
Queensland from March 10 to 
April 26. Showings have already 
been arranged in many provin
cial centres. 

Bruce Doyle 

I am pleased to take up this 
position with the Campaign this 
year. During 1978 and part of 
1979 I worked for the House of 
Freedom Christian Community 
as Education Officer and Co
ordinator of the Social Action 
Team. This involved me in co
operation with other groups in 
the varied social issues in which 
Queensland was embroiled at 
that time. One of my particular 
interest was the role of non
violent action in a campaign, 
and the successful functioning 
of small groups. 

There is a lot to do if we are to 
work together for a non nuclear 
future. My primary wish is that 
people (i.e. you), will feel free to 
come and talk to myself or Joan 
Shears and offer some of your 
valuable time for the special 
projects the Campaign needs to 
undertake this year. The work, I 
hope will be interesting, varied 
and fulfilling. 

--- (..____D----=--tA_rlY_Q_f E'A~E..:....___:_WTS-=----------) 
Whatever talents you have 

will be of value in the struggle to 
create a future free of Nuclear 

____________ .. Weapons and Nuclear Power. 
Ron Leeks 

FEBRUARY 
"F'riday 15, 7.30 p.m. 

Aboriginal and Islanders Trea
ty Committee Meeting to form a 
committee to promote the 
treaty. 

Uniting Church Hall , Sussex 
Street, West End. 

Monday 18, 7.30 p.m. Film 
s how and meeting to re
constitute t he North-West 
Suburbs Action Group. 

9 Musgrave Terrace, Alderley. 
The film "Harrisburg" which 
documents the reactor accident 
at Three Mile Island, will be 
shown. All people wishing to 
further the uranium debate in 
the North West Suburbs are 
urged to attend. 

Monday 18 and Tuesday 19. 
Griffith University Orientation. 

" Harrisburg" and other films 
will be shown by the Griffith En
vironmental and Conservation 
Organisation. 

Tuesday 19, C.A.N.P. Mon
thly General Meeting 7.30 p.m. 

Upstairs at 147 Ann Street, Ci
ty. The campaign needs your 
support and involvement. 
Please attend. Guest speaker, 
Shorty O ' Neill (North 
Queensland Land Council) will 
talk on aboriginal employment 
and land rights. 

Wednesday 20, 7.30 p.m. 
Sister Rosalie Bertell, Ph. D., 
speaks. 

Doctor Bertell is a Senior 
Cancer Research Scientist 
f rom Buffalo, New York. All are 
welcome and your are urged to 
bring your wavering friends. 
St. Andrews C. of E. Hall, 160 

Vulture Street , South 
Brisbane. 

Wednesday 20, Thursday 21 
and Friday 22. University of 
Queensland Orientation. 

Films wil l be shown by the 
Campus Movement Against 
Uranium Mining in the E.G. 
Whitlam Room at the same time 
each day. 10.30 a.m. " Uranium 

IF THERE IS A CROSS HERE, AND YOU WISH 
TO CONTINUE RECEIVING THIS NEWSLETTER 
REGULARLY, PLEASE COMPLETE THE FORM 
AND SEND IT WITH YOUR MEMBERSHIP FEE 
SOON. 
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MEMBERSHIP & DONATION FORM 

To: CANP, P.O. Box 238 , 
North Quay, Old. 4000. 

My name is ..... ........... . . . . . ........ . 

My address is ............ . ............. . 

.................... Postcode .... . ... .. . 

Phone numbers . . . , . .. Work ....... Home 

HEREWITH: 

1$3 Sludenl unemployed P<'n5tOner membiJrsn•p 

SI I A Donai•On 1 ;>ledq•l Si I a monlh 

Mining in Australia." 11.00 a.m. 
"Harrisburg". 11 .30 a.m . 
" Hiroshima and Nagasaki". 
12.00 noon " Here Comes the 
Sun: Solar Energy in Australia" . 

Discussion follows each film. 
Everyone welcome, including 
non-students. 

Thursday 28, 9.30 a.m. 
Aboriginal and I slander 

Seminar " Inju stice in 
Queensland - Past Effective
ness and Future Priorities." 

Speakers from FAIRA, N.Q. 
Land Council, N.A.C., 
Aboriginal Treaty Committee 
and the Conference of In
digenous Peoples. 

Thursday 28, 1.00 p.m. Cam
pus Movement Again s t 
Uranium Mining meeting. 

Planning activities for the 
year in the E.G. Whitlam Room. 

MARCH 
Saturday 1, Nuclear Free 

Pacific Day. Pacific Peoples 
cultural gathering in the City 
Square from 9.30 a.m. 

Displays, dancing, food, 
drinks and music will be part of 
the programme. Bush Dance 
with the Ran Tan Bush Band at 
7.30 p.m. Come to a happy 
rol licking bush dance at St. 
Pauls Church Hall, 554 Vulture 
Street, East Br isbane. 
Employed $2.50, Others $1.50. 
Refreshments available. 

Late March " Paul Jacobs 
and the Nuclear Gang" is 
available to Queens l and 
groups. 

Contact your local group for 
details. If no showing has been 
organised, it may not be too late 
to arrange one by contacting 
C.A.N.P. Tuesday 11, Mt. lsa;' 
Thursday 13, Townsville; Satur
day 15, Mackay; Monday 17, 
Rockhampton; Wednesday 19, 
Kingaroy ; Thutsday 20, 
Caboolture; Friday 21 , Nam
bour; Sunday 23, Toowoomba. 

NEED TO 
INFORM 

In the 8 months I have been 
working part-time with the Cam
paign, I have come to ap
preciate the effort needed to 
keep track of and use to the 
best advantage the information 
and material which is available 
to us. 

During that time, I have found 
also that people in general are 
guided in their thinking and at-
titudes by a wide variety of 
misinformation. Since 
Harrisburg, there has been a 
more encouraging response to 
the Campaign's policy of op
position to all aspects of 
nuclear industry. To take advan
tage of this more responsive 
climate, I hope to create in
creasing opportunities to pre
sent appropriate and reliable in
formation to people at shop
ping centres, in the street, 
anywhere, in tact, where we can 
gain an audience. 

Any help you can offer , or 
practical ideas you may have 
will be welcomed with open 
arms and miAds. 

Joan Shears. 

OUR GROUP 
Our_street address is: C/- ace 
Env1ronment Centre, 147 Ann 
St., BRISBANE. 

ROCKI'IAMt'TON 
CANP (Cenlral Old) P 0 Oox 795 

BAYSIDE ANTI·NUCLEAR GROUP Rockt>>~mplon 4700 

Help build the campaign near you: 

BANG mee1s every for1n1ghl al SALISBURY 
Tongalpa All welcome. For further de· Phone Barbara Robson 277 6597. 
tails rong Glona 396 1269 or Monam 390 SUNSHINE COAST 

Workingbee 
Every Sat. 1-5 

4262. CANP (Sunshme Coast) P.O. Box 520. 1-o-------------~ 
BUNOABERG Nambour 4560. 

Bundaberg Nuclear Concern Group. TOOWOOMBA 
Cl· Harry Akers. Heathwood Cres The CANE (Toowoomba) P.O. Box 3158. Please send 
Hummock. v1a Bunoaberg 4670 Toowoomba Town Hall. 4350. 
CABOOL TURE TOWNSVILLE 

CANPCCaboolture) cl- Pat M or an. P o MAUM (Townsville) P.O Box. 364. 
Box109.Caboollure.4510 Townsvtlle 4810 Phone716226 DONATIONS 
KINGAROY TRADE UNION ANTI-NUCLEAR il 

S.S.A.N.E. Society for Sane LOBBY · 
alternatives to Nuclear Energy. P.O. Box P 0 Box 196, Broadway. 4000. Phone 
16, Kingaroy. Ring Jacqui Bob (074) Ken McGrath 221 2350. and 
94 3165. UNIVERSITY OF OLD 
MACKAY Meetings or ac11v111es of lhe Campus 

CANP (Mackay) c'· 33 Ganne1 SI. Movemenl Agaonst Uranium· M•nmg EBSHie 
SladePoonl 4741 every week dunng semester Ring lhe .l;::::!~~~!:!l!, 
MT tSA Unoon 371 1611 or Bruce Ooyle 378 151 4n · · 

48~~NP(MI tsa) PO Bcl~ 1473. Mllsa ~~~~t~~~D CJDtJ=oJ~~;~~J 
PADDINGTON Rtng Kalhy Moran 44 3896 1 ti lit 1\i i6a • tJ j !i .. _, 

JoanS'lears3:,ti14\ll' WtNDSORICLAYFIELD ----·--
PINERIVERS RmgChiiSTooley 572704 ,.,.a~~ J 
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00r-~8 CANP !Ponl' Rtvcrsl Crac~< Oulftt<>ld 285 WORKERS AGAINST URANIUM '·. \f 
:JJ81 MINING Telephone221 0188. 
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